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"When an unclean spirit leaves a person, it wanders through 
dry places looking for a place to rest. But it doesn’t find any. 
Then it says, ‘I’ll go back to the house I left.’ When it arrives, it 
finds the place vacant, cleaned up, and decorated. Then it 
goes and brings with it seven other spirits more evil than itself. 
They go in and make their home there. That person is worse 
off at the end than at the beginning. This is the way it will be 
also for this evil generation." 

 
Matthew 12:43-45 CEB 
  

This is not the scripture to choose to preach from if one 
desires to hear grand compliments from the sermon critics of 
the church you serve. It conjures up too many images that will 
cause your listeners to want to explore deeper. So let me 
state for the record that tonight I'm not seeking to debate with 
anyone about whether demons exist or not. I'm not seeking to 
debate with anyone as to the specificity of evil, or a myriad of 
other reasons that you may be drawn to it. I'm presenting to 
you that I believe this scripture gives us a reason to believe 
that there is a counterforce at work in this world that seeks to 
destroy, destruct, impede, disrupt and turn you from living in 
faithful obedience to Christ.  



Now, since I only have a few minutes, let me hasten on to lift 
up a few obvious points:  
  

I. ANYONE IS SUSCEPTIBLE TO THIS  
  

All—everyone is a candidate to be cleansed because all have 
sinned. We are all in need of cleansing. God is actively 
seeking us through Prevenient Grace to begin the process of 
pushing out of our lives—yes evicting resident spirits—
dispositions, attitudes, patterns and actions that are 
inconsistent with God's desire for our lives and the world God 
is creating. And believe it or not we all have them. No one is 
exempt. Lord, I'd love to stay here longer but I must hasten 
on.  
  

II. WE NEED TO BE MINDFUL THAT EVIL IS NOT PASSIVE  
  

Evil is like the old boll weevil song. It's looking for a home. 
Everything looks for a comfortable abode, a surrounding that 
is hospitable. All living things want and need a community that 
will assist them to not only survive but to thrive. Evil is no 
different. Those of us that have been nurtured, educated and 
cultured by this Western ethos may find it hard to accept and 
believe in evil. We speak of it as mistakes, errors in 
judgement, bad gene pool influence and I'm open to those 
phrases as synonyms for evil, but not substitutes all together. 
Evil is on the move and it is not passive.  
  

III. EVIL RUNS IN PACKS  
  



Maybe a better way to say this—evil is never satisfied with 
getting you to do one thing contrary to God. Evil is always 
inviting more company into your life.  
  

IV EVIL IS NOT INVINCIBLE 

We are taught—resist evil and it will flee from you. Jesus said 
to his choice disciple Peter, "Get behind me, Satan!"  We 
Christians do not believe in a struggle for humanity where evil 
is equal to good. No! No! No! Greater is God who is in us than 
the evil in this world. Evil is going, too. We must not be 
passive good people.  
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