
OPENING WORSHIP SERMON 
 
Jesus, We Are Here for You  
Bishop Warner Brown 
 
Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 
 
From around the world we have come. We gather in this place with a 
multitude of feelings, reasons, and passions. Among those reasons is the 
sense of connection that yokes us in the Wesleyan Way. For the United 
Methodist Church, the world is our parish. We come from various 
countries, we speak many languages, and we have been nurtured by 
many different cultures. But, along with all the qualities that make us 
diverse and unique; we are united in our love for God and our love for 
God’s people. We are here as disciples of Jesus and as the people called 
Methodist. 
 
Dr. Patrick Matsikenyiri, the distinguished music educator, now retired 
from Africa University, captured the spirit of this moment in a song first 
sung in the beautiful Shona language of Zimbabwee.   Jesu Tawa Pano… 
Tawa pano muzita renyu 
 
In my first language it goes: 
  Jesus, We are here for you. 
  We are here for you. 
 
  Jesu, Tawa Pano. 
  Jesus, We are here for you. 
  We are here for you. 
 
After the resurrection, the eleven disciples gathered to meet Jesus in the 
place he had selected for their reunion.   
The scripture tells us, when they saw him, they worshiped him. But some 
doubted.  The scripture doesn’t tell us why they doubted.  Perhaps for 
some, the news of resurrection seemed too good to be true. Some may 
have come to the meeting place with both hope and skepticism. 



Some may have wondered, “Resurrection? Really? “ Is this just wishful 
thinking the women are spreading?  
But, after all that had happened to Jesus and to some of them, we might 
expect that at least some came with a mixture of joy and apprehension?  
They may have asked: “Will we be safe?” “What will happen to us?” 
Nevertheless, they showed up. They were there for him. And, he was 
there for them. 
 
The popular English language paraphrase by Eugene Peterson, called 
The Message, speaks of it in this way: 
 
 “ Some worshipped… others unwilling to give themselves fully.” 
 
But when they realized it was Jesus, their fear and doubt turned to praise.  
: 
This is Jesus, the one who told us that the Kingdom of God is near! Didn’t 
he give us inspiration and hope when he healed the sick, fed the hungry, 
or when he challenged the privileged and the powerful? 
 
Yes, Jesus was there for them! He had poured himself out fully for them. 
And, not just for them, for people from all nations and social conditions 
who responded to his invitation. In so many ways he declared that God’s 
house is a place of prayer for all people. He welcomed outcasts and made 
room for the despised. He taught the meaning of the word “Neighbor.”  
 
Jesus declares: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me.” 
 
His resurrection revealed the alignment of heaven and earth. God is with 
us! The transformation of the world has begun. 
 
And now He continues to be with us, doesn’t he? In every age or 
circumstance He invites us to live into our calling.   
 
Therefore go: Make disciples of all nations.   
Baptize in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Teach them to obey everything I’ve commanded you. 



 
 Jesus is here for us during this General Conference. 
 
Like the first disciples, some of us may have come to this meeting of 
Jesus’ people we call General Conference with some mixture of hope and 
uncertainty. There are many issues on our agenda. So many things for 
you to consider as the plans for the church’s future are adopted.  
 
We, also, bring our hopes and our apprehensions. In our zeal to make a 
point, will our words do harm? Will we be able to restrain our passions 
enough to truly listen to one another?. 
 
This work will not be easy because we care so deeply. We are passionate 
about what we believe to be true. 
 
From the beginning of the Church, Jesus has prayed for unity, but he has 
witnessed our quarrels and divisions. We make our most powerful witness 
when we are one in mission and one in spirit. Yet, the story of the Church 
Universal is often told through our divisions rather than demonstrating our 
ability to reconcile our differences.  
 
The Methodist branch of the church has witnessed our share of splits and 
celebrated reconciliations.  We have quarreled over slavery, the roles of 
women, racial privilege, language, human sexuality, etc. and etc. Through 
it all, God has not given up on us (even when we have sometimes given 
up on each other).  
 
We first convened as the United Methodist Church 48 years ago. Seeking 
to unite different expressions of the Wesleyan tradition, we also declared 
ourselves to be an inclusive church.  In the midst of the civil rights struggle 
in the United States and the anti-colonial movements in Africa, South Asia 
and elsewhere, many aspired for our church to break with the exclusions 
of the past around race, language, gender or regional politics. We would 
be a church that opens our hearts, opens our minds, and open our doors 
to all the people of the world.  
 



So 48 years ago we struggled intensely and passionately, not unlike the 
way we struggle today; yet, moved by the Spirit we arrived at a place 
where we could collectively sing: 
 
   Jesu Tawa Pano… 
   Jesus, We are here for you. 
   We are here for you. 
 
Today, we are still living into that aspiration of welcoming all who love God 
and seek to live in harmony with their neighbors.  
 
Hopefully, we value the rich diversity with which we have been blessed.  
As we become a truly global church, may we order our steps into the 
future in ways that honor and respect all the people Jesus has invited to 
His table. 
 
As John Wesley reminded us in his sermon Catholic Spirit: 
 
 “Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not be of 
one heart, though we are not of one opinion? Without all doubt, we may. ”  
 
That continues to be true as we begin our time of conferencing.  
As we discuss our different opinions about same-gender relationships, 
may we remember that our dueling points of view are anchored in our 
desire to be faithful. We hold our respective positions as firmly as our 
conscience and experience dictates.  But, can we not also seek a path to 
unity among Christians with different views on this issue as we have on 
other disputed matter? 
 
However we choose to go into the future, may it be consistent with the call 
God has placed on our hearts. May we remember that all of us are saved 
by grace and give ourselves fully to joining this reunion of disciples.  
 
As Paul reminded the Romans: 
So let’s strive for the things that bring peace and the things that build each 
other up. (Rom. 14:19). 
 



Today, in this place, in this important time, by the power of God’s Spirit 
may we once again collectively sing: 
 

Jesu Tawa Pano…  
Jesus, We are here for you.  

 We are here for you. 


