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Agenda for Thursday, May 12
7:00 A.M.

Seminary Student Briefing
Committee on Agenda and Calendar
Committee on Reference

8:00 – 8:45 A.M.
Worship
Preacher: Bishop Christian Alsted

8:45 – 10:50 A.M. – Plenary Session
Introduction of Representatives from Affiliated  

Autonomous Churches, Affiliated United Churches,  
and Concordat Churches

• Reports (as needed):
 o Committee on Courtesies and Privileges
 o Committee on Credentials
 o  Committee on Correlation and Editorial  

Revision
 o Committee on the Journal
 o Committee on Reference
 o Committee on Agenda and Calendar
 o Committee on Presiding Officers
 o Monitors
•  Nominations
•  Report from Rules committee  

 of the commissionion GC

10:50 – 11:10 A.M.
Morning Break

11:10 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.
Legislative Committees

12:30 – 1:30 P.M.
Lunch Recess – Meal provided for Delegates

12:40 P.M. – 1:10 P.M.
Service of Holy Communion
Presider: Bishop Benjamin Boni

1:30 – 4:00 P.M.
Legislative Committees

4:00 – 4:20 P.M.
Afternoon Break

4:20 – 6:20 P.M.
Legislative Committees

5:00 P.M. – Daily Deadline for DCA Printing
6:20 – 6:30 P.M.

Closing Devotion (Legislative Committees)
6:30 P.M. Adjournment
6:30 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. – Dinner Meeting

Organization of the Inter-jurisdictional Committee on 
Episcopacy including election of officers and executive 
committee

Partners in Prayer
The Prayer Room found in B 104 is the result of 

partners who came together to offer all attending the op-
portunity to be in the partnership of prayer with the Holy 
One. It is a partnership between the United Methodist 
Women and the Upper Room Ministries, who sponsored 
it.

The partnership for prayer flows naturally for the 
United Methodist Women. Deaconesses especially 
have always engaged in the ministry of prayer and the 
Prayer Room provides opportunities for all to join the 
United Methodist Women in the active work of prayer. 
Deaconess Becky Louter was especially instrumental in 
building this particular partnership with Upper Room. 

United Methodist Women created more than 2,000 finger 
labyrinths for all the General Conference delegates and 
for anyone who visits the Prayer Room. Additionally, the 
UMW provided the delegates a two-week mini-version 
translated into French, Kiswahili, Portuguese, and En-
glish of the Prayer Calendar that is published each year. 
These are available at the UMW booth in Exhibit Hall A.  

Harriet Olson, chief executive officer for United 
Methodist Women, said, “United Methodist Women be-
lieve in the power of prayer and the importance of prayer 
to undergird our work in the world.” 

(Continues on page 1876)
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Worship Leaders  
for May 12  

Call to Worship: Megan Thomas, Great Britain

Scripture Reader (Narrator): Mele Maka,  
    California-Pacific

Scripture Reader (Centurion): Frederick Brewington, 
    New York

Scripture Reader (Jesus) Ruben Saenz, Jr , Rio Texas

Scripture Voice (Spanish): Edgar Avitia-Legarda,  
    Rio Texas

Scripture Voice (Russian): Julia Minikhanova,  
    Eastern Russia-Central Asia

Scripture Voice (Kiswahili): Angele Kabamba,  
    North Katanga

Scripture Voice (German): Christine Flick,  
    Germany South

Scripture Voice (Cherokee): David Wilson,  
    Oklahoma Indian Missionary

Sermon Response: Darin Arnstson, California-Pacific

Errata in DCA (Vol. 4, No. 2) 

Page 1749: Add the name Dyson, Drew A., Greater 
New Jersey to the Alphabetical Listing of Voting and 
Reserve Delegates.

Page 1851: Add two members of the Western Juris-
diction Members to the Interjurisdictional Commit-
tee on Episcopacy Nominees: NAMES 

Page 1845: In the leftmost column, replace “60422” 
with “60423.”

Report of the Committee  
on the Journal – May 12, 2016

Other than the errata below, the Committee on the 
Journal has approved the journal as it is currently 
printed.
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The co-chairs of the Prayer Room, Denise McGin-
nis, a deacon from the Pacific Northwest Conference 
and Tom Albin, Dean of the Upper Room Chapel and 
Ecumenical Relations in Nashville, Tennessee, and 
the members of their team partnered with consultants 
Frances Jennings and Joyce Estes, creators of the 2012 
General Conference Prayer Room. 

The partnership extends to artists from east and 
west. Joyce Estes, of Tampa, Florida, designed the Prayer 
Room and did the paintings in the worship center at 
the far end of the Prayer Room and inside the four sites 
where spiritual directors are available to meet. Today a 
fifth spiritual direction room was added for bishops who 
will offer spiritual direction along with the four profes-
sional spiritual directors. The two canvas labyrinths came 
from churches in Oregon and Washington. 

Kristen Vincent of the North George Conference, 
created the Protestant prayer beads, which incorporate 
the elements of earth, wind, fire, and water with olive 
wood beads from the Holy Lands and the medallion with 
the cross and flame and the lost sheep symbol used by 
the worship team. People from many places created the 
prayer beads so that each delegate, bishop, volunteer, and 
staff person has tangible reminders that they are con-
nected and supported in prayer by thousands of people, 
young and old. 

Another partnership is evident in the art work of 
Deacon Ardis Letey of the Oregon-Idaho Conference. 
Inspired by the symbols and Scriptures used by the con-

ference worship team, Ardis married the four natural ele-
ments and common materials for the Prayer Room, all of 
which symbolize God’s everlastingness. Nine paintings 
and three sculptures, plus the mosaic sheep of prayers 
she glues to the sheep that points from the Plenary Floor 
to the Prayer Room, a welded table depicting the Doug-
las fir of the Great Northwest and more, all work together 
to create a sacred space that is home both to this General 
Conference but hopefully reminds people of their homes 
in the heart of our Creator God. 

The elements rock, water, and sand are evident in the 
General Conference logo, which depicts Mount Hood, 
the beautiful mountain just east of Portland. The rock 
sculpture she created is enhanced by pebbles brought by 
delegates from their homelands and placed the base of 
the sculpture. They are invited to take one from another 
place.

The images behind the rock––Mount Hood––in her 
paintings incorporate water. Water shapes rock; thus the 
waterfall rock sculpture symbolizes Baptism, and gives 
an auditory reminder to stop and listen, and remember 
one’s Baptism.  

The fire of the sunrise painting and the shards of 
glass on the table in front of it remind participants of our 
tangiblebrokenness and need for healing. 

Sand is rock in transition. It reminds us that God is 
dynamic, not stagnant. Sand play is very therapeutic. The 
last painting in the room depicts Ona Beach, Oregon, 
where Ardis lives. 

All these partnerships––Creator and Creation, Unit-
ed Methodist Women and the Upper Room, the worship 
team and the Prayer Room design team, the artists, the 
elements, the multi-sensory experiences, the thousands 
of prayers that continue to uphold this conference are 
excellent examples of the power of prayer and the good 
things that happen when people decide to partner. In the 
words of John Wesley, “If your heart is as my heart, give 
me your hand.”

One of more than 2,000 potholder-sized– finger labyrinths made by United 
Methodist Women for General Conference delegates and Prayer Room 
visitors. 

Jealousy
Conflict and evil suspicion are relatives. 

From The Causes, Evils, and Cures of Heart and Church Divisions, 
compiled by Francis Asbury and first published in 1792.  

Abridged and updated edition copyright © 2015 by Abingdon Press.
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Report of The Committee  
on Credentials 

The Committee on Credentials met to organize 
on Tuesday, May 10th immediately followed by meet-
ing with Bishop Unda of the East Congo Episcopal 
area.  

Later on Tuesday, May 10th the committee 
met with Bishop Nhiwatiwa regarding the Malawi 
Provisional Conference.  Due to a number of issues 
which impacted their ability to convene a proper 
annual conference and hold the required election for 
identifying delegates to General Conference, they 
had documented the givens and communicated with 
the General Secretary in an effort to do all that they 
could to meet the process criteria.  

This is the first time this Provisional Conference 
has been in attendance at General Conference.  

As the conference was unable to meet in regular 
session, the committee recommends that their two 
delegates be allowed participation in General Confer-
ence 2016 with voice but not vote.   

Report of the Committee  
on Reference

Material Request  Decision

60381 Reassign from MH to JA  Approve

60382  Reassign from MH to JA  Approve

60383  Reassign from MH to JA  Approve

60547  Reassign from MH to JA  Approve

60803  Reassign from MH to JA  Approve

60804  Reassign from MH to JA  Approve

Rashness
Rashness causes people suddenly to provoke  

others without considering what ill  
consequences might come of it. 

From The Causes, Evils, and Cures of Heart and Church Divisions, 
compiled by Francis Asbury and first published in 1792.  

Abridged and updated edition copyright © 2015 by Abingdon Press.

The official United Methodist Church movers.

©2015 Bekins® and This is moving. are registered trademarks of Bekins Van Lines, Inc.
 MC 770031 | USDOT 2256609    

800.248.7960, ext. 369 | Bekins.com

TM

Contact Dave Belford at Crown Moving & Storage, 
interstate agent for Bekins Van Lines, Inc.

FROM MUSKIE TO

MONET
Minneapolis is the perfect blend of natural beauty
and urban sophistication. No other American city
has a chain of lakes, the mighty Mississippi, and
200 miles of trails within the city limits – literally
steps from a vibrant arts and music scene, as well 
as museums among the finest in the nation.

FIND OUT MORE AT
minneapolis.org
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CSROW Monitoring Report  
(Wednesday, May 11)

The opening worship for General Conference is 
always exciting. The size and diversity of the crowd, the 
formal procession of our Bishops, the high quality of 
the music, the grandeur of the space––all of that never 
disappoints. Sadly though, as one person observed, the 
constant references to God as male were hard to take. In 
fact, CSROW’s monitors were unable to identify a single 
reference to God that wasn’t male. Added to that, the 
two main bishops leading worship were male––Bishop 
Brown and Bishop Ough. Of course, as outgoing and 
incoming Presidents of the Council of Bishops, that 
makes sense; but as a result of leadership and language, 
the service felt very masculine.

As a result, in Bishop Greg Palmer’s sermon, when 
he referred to people as “daughters and sons of God,” it 
literally felt like a cool breeze on a hot day. Not only did 
he specifically name girls and women as daughters of 
God, but he also named them first. It was actually jarring. 
For that, we’d like to lift up Bishop Palmer as our first 
“Star of Inclusion.” Following in his light, let’s make 
sure to actively acknowledge everyone here by using 
inclusive language for both people and for God, every 
chance we get. It honestly makes a big difference.

Because our job is to follow the process and make 
sure everyone is included, we have been interested in the 
debate over the rules––specifically as it relates to full 
participation by everyone. We found one delegate’s  

comments particularly intriguing. Her concern was about 
the iPads on which delegates indicate their desire to 
speak. She noted that because the body cannot see who 
is in the queue to speak, they do not know whether or 
not they too should speak. That is, if someone knows 
that another delegate who shares his/her opinion is going 
to speak to an issue, s/he may decide not to speak so 
that the other person might be recognized. Or perhaps a 
White delegate would see that a person of color is trying 
to be recognized, and if the debate had been dominated 
by White people to that point, s/he might stand aside to 
let another voice into the mix. 

Basically, in a well-intended attempt to help the 
bishops see people better, especially those in the far back 
or in their peripheral vision, the unintended consequence 
is that the delegates themselves can no longer monitor 
their participation as a body. They are now more a collec-
tion of individuals, lining up in a virtual queue that only 
the chair can see. So, in a request for more and not less 
self-monitoring, we suggest that either the old process be 
restored, using cards to be recognized, or the screen that 
is visible to the bishop be projected for all to see. That 
way, the delegates can feel and act more as agents in the 
meeting, controlling not just their own ideas and contri-
butions, but also sensing how and when they fit into the 
larger discussion.
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Vital Conversations Report From The General 
Commission on Religion and Race

“There are vast differences at General Conference––
differences in language, tribe, identity, race, age, gender, 
ability, and theology. What might happen, if during our 
Christian conferencing, we commit to honor one anoth-
er’s humanity as children of God and see our diversity as 
strengths?”

 -Erin M. Hawkins, General Secretary

       
We will need to help one another towards self-awareness 
as we interact and make decisions in that vast diversity. 
Self-awareness is a part of the process of gaining inter-

cultural competence. Interaction implies human relation-
ships being formed, which is essential to vital conversa-

tions.     

The rules of General Conference designate The 
General Commission on Religion and Race (GCORR) 
and The General Commission on the Status and Role of 
Women (GSRW) as the official monitors of the Gener-
al Conference. There will be a noticeable difference in 
how The General Commission on Religion and Race is 
approaching monitoring in Portland. GCORR has histori-
cally used “monitoring” to track the representation of 
people of color in conversations and positions within the 
church. Monitoring forms were used to determine how 
many times a person of a particular racial or ethnic group 
spoke in a setting, how the processes and decisions made 
impacted people of color, and offered reflections about 
ways in which the body could respond. 

Here is where you will see GCORR’s monitoring 
work at General Conference:

Legislative Committees:

There will be two to three monitors in each legisla-
tive committee, one from GCSRW and one to two from 
GCORR. The monitors will be working as a team, but 
each will have a different role. The role of the GCORR 
monitor will be to focus on the equity of procedural mat-
ters and to serve as a resource for legislative committee 
officers, translators, and delegates. Their responsibility is 
to ensure that all barriers to full participation are ad-
dressed by those in leadership positions. 

Rule 44:

As the body engages in deliberations regarding Rule 
44, we want to provide clarity of what the role of moni-
tors will be, if passed and utilized.  

• Monitors will be alternate delegates or General 
Conference volunteers (pages, marshals, and so forth). 
JustPeace will be leading the training of monitors.

• Monitors will train delegates to signal a violation 
of the dialogue covenant provided by the Commission on 
General Conference. 

• The role of the monitors will be to empower del-
egates to hold one another accountable for abiding by 
the dialogue covenant, to support the group facilitator 
as they address violations, and to serve as a resource to 
delegates.

• Monitors will not stop conversation.

• Monitors will not be giving reports.

• Monitors will be engaging in one-on-one conversa-
tion with the group facilitators and delegates as needed.

Delegate Self-Monitoring:

In legislative committees as well as plenary sessions, 
there will be “Self-Monitoring Moments” when dele-
gates are asked a question and then use the voting pads 
to register a response. The Self-Monitoring Moments 
are an opportunity for delegates to reflect on whether or 
not they have seen and experienced signs of equity and 
global diversity during General Conference.

Please stay connected with us:
Throughout General Conference connect with 

GCORR and share your reflections and experiences.  
Follow us on Facebook (GCORRUMC) or on Twitter (@
GCORR_UMC). 
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Nominations for Judicial Council
Laypersons Randall Miller  
  Deanell Reese Tacha  
  Warren Plowden  
  Martha Hill
  Sandra Lutz
  Ruben Reyes  
  Andrew Vobrich
  Kent Fulton
  Scott Delconte

Clergy  Kathi Austin Mahle  
  F. Belton Joyner   
  Timothy K. Bruster  
  Oyvind Helliesen  
  Luan-Vu Tran
  LaTrelle Easterling

Nominations for University Senate
Appointed Members
Chief Executive Officers Kah-Jin Kuan  
    Jan Love

Other relevant positions Rock Jones
    Javier Viera

Nominations for Elected Members
Chief Executive Officers  Mary Elizabeth Moore
    Albert Mosley
    Kasap Owan Tshibang  
    Lallene Rector  
    Laceye Warner
    Beth Downs  

Other relevant positions Bill Arnold  
    Helene Slessarev-Jamir  
    Walter M Kimbrough
    Fred Slabach
    Cristian De La Rosa
    Drew Dyson
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Nominations for the Commission  
on the General Conference

Class of 2024
North Central Jurisdiction  Gary George 
Northeastern Jurisdiction  Ginger Elise Gaines-Cirelli
South Central Jurisdiction  Laura Merrill
Southeastern Jurisdiction  Steven Furr
Western Jurisdiction   Marie Kuch-Stanovsky
Africa Central Conference   Mills Maliwa
Philippines Central Conference Phebe Cosmiano

Additional Members
North Central Jurisdiction 
Africa Central Conference
South Central Jurisdiction  Juliet Spencer
Youth
Bishop    Sally Dyck

Bishop’s Nomination for the Secretary of the General Conference
Gary Graves, Kentucky

Nominations for John Street United  
Methodist Church Board of Trustees, 2016

Kim Bradley (Manhattan, NY)
Jay Cardwell (Peconic, NY)
Bob Holmes (Manhattan, NY)
Jim Hohenstein (Manhattan, NY)
Ray Rogers (Sea Cliff, NY)
Scott Slobodnyak (Manhattan, NY)
Alan Stapler (Manhattan, NY)
Ann Wareham (Manhattan, NY)
Resident Bishop of the New York Annual Conference—ex officio
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Nominations for Facilitation Group  
for Rule 44

PHILIPPINES  Rev. Norlito Ambi, Bulacan Philippines
PHILIPPINES  Mrs. Evangeline Cristobal, East Mindanao Philippines
CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN EUROPE 
 Rev. Laszlo A. Khaled, Hungary
CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN EUROPE 
 Mrs. Christine Schneider-Oesch, Switzerland-France-North Africa
WESTERN  Rev. Kah-Jin Jeffrey Kuan, California-Nevada
WESTERN  Rev. Mary K. Huycke, Pacific-Northwest
SOUTHEASTERN  Alice Williams, Florida
SOUTH CENTRAL  Rev. Linda Harker, Oklahoma
SOUTH CENTRAL  Mr. Murray Murphy, Northwest Texas
NORTHEASTERN  Rev. Dr. Eric Park, Western Pennsylvania
NORTHEASTERN  Mrs. Rosa Williams, Greater New Jersey
NORTH CENTRAL  Rev. Joy Barrett, Detroit
NORTH CENTRAL  Mr. Ed Fenstermacher, Indiana
GERMANY  Rev. Anne Detjen, Germany North
GERMANY  Rev. Werner Philipp, Germany East
NORTHERN EUROPE AND EURASIA 
 Rev. Yulia Starodubets, Eastern Russia-Central Asia Provisional
NORTHERN EUROPE AND EURASIA 
 Rev. Joergen Thaarup, Denmark
AFRICA  Rev. Collins Kaunda, Malawi
WEST AFRICA  Rev. Jerry Kulah, Liberia
WEST AFRICA  Mr. Napoleon Grummetti Adamu, Central Nigeria
CONGO  Dr. Betty Kazadi Musau, North Katanga
CONGO  Dr. Marcel Mpoyo Lenge Masangu, North Katanga

SOUTHEASTERN Ms. Sarah McKinney, Western North Carolina
Though Sarah McKinney was nominated from this area. She is not present at General Conference and is thus 
unable to participate. 
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Administrative Committee Officers
Committee on Agenda and Calendar
Chair:  Tracy Smith Malone, Northern Illinois
Vice-Chair: Easmon Nathanael Belden Ngakui,  
  Sierra Leone
Secretary: Emily Ruth Allen, California-Nevada

Committee on Courtesies and Privileges
Chair:  Catherine Sue Sullivan, Texas
Vice-Chair: Rosa Maria Rios, California-Pacific
Secretary: Lilian Gallo Seagren, Iowa

Committee on Credentials Chair:
  Jo Anne Kay Hayden, Alaska 
Vice-Chair:  Sharletta Michelle Green, West Virginia
Secretary:  Kelly Jo Carpenter, North Texas 

Committee on the Journal
Chair:  Randy Lee Biggerstaff, Missouri

Due to resignations, two members of the Committee on 
the Journal have been replaced. The new members are: 
  Lorene Betty Wilbur, New England
  Amy Aspey, West Ohio 

Committee on Presiding Officers 
Chair:  Judith Kreager Zabel, Minnesota
Vice-Chair: Edwin Julius Jeblar B. Momoh, 
  Sierra Leone
Secretary: Audun Westad, Norway

Committee on Reference:
Chair:  Charles Walter Savage, North Georgia
Vice-Chair:  Evelynn S. Caterson,
  Greater New Jersey
Secretary:  Morris Franklin Matthis, Texas

Legislative Committee Officers
Church & Society 1
Chair:  Bethany Amey, Greater New Jersey 
Vice-Chair: Bill Junk, Oklahoma 
Secretary: Janic Gilbert, Texas 
Sub-Committee: We Chang, New England 
Sub-Committee: Rudolph Merab, Liberia 
Sub-Committee: Denise Smartt Sears, New York

Church & Society 2
Chair:  Morris Mathis, Texas 
Vice-Chair: George Wilson, Liberia 
Secretary: Salvador Malone, Northern Philippines 
Sub-Committee: LaTrelle Easterling, New England 
Sub-Committee: Brad Laurrick, Rocky Mountain
Sub-Committee: Watete Mbauy, North Katanga
Sub-Committee: Terri Rae Chattin,  
  Baltimore-Washington 

Conferences:
Chair:  William “Bill” Allen, Upper New York 
Vice-Chair: Robert Kilembo, Zambia 
Secretary: Cynthia Moore Kgikoi,  
  Baltimore Washington 
Sub-Committee: Carol Loeb, Rio Texas 
Sub-Committee: James “Jimmy” Nunn, Northwest Texas 
Sub-Committee: Tyler Amundson, Yellowstone 

Discipleship:
Chair:   Robin Wilson, Alabama West 
   Florida
Vice-Chair:  Bwalya Laishi, Zambia
Secretary:  Shayla Jordan, Great Plains
Sub-Committee  Robert Farr, Missouri 
Sub-Committee  Jonathan Razon, Northeast
    Philippines
Sub-Committee  Pauline Walu, Central Congo 

Faith & Order:
Chair:  Bill Arnold, Kentucky 
Vice-Chair: Jerry Kulah, Liberia 
Secretary: Carlene Fogle-Miller, Florida 
Sub-Committee: Cheryl Jefferson Bell, Great Plains 
Sub-Committee: Scott Johnson, Upper New York

Finance & Administration
Chair:  Jessica Vargo, East Ohio 
Vice Chair: Henoc Mwunze, Sudouest Katanga 
Secretary: Frederick S. Sayah, Liberia
Sub-Committee: Matthew Pinson, North Georgia 
Sub-Committee: Lawson Bryan, Alabama-West Florida 
Sub-Committee: Jim Allen, Tennessee 
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General Administration:
Chair:  Cornelia A. “Connie” Clark, Tennessee 
Vice Chair: Kazadi Musau Betty, North Katanga 
Secretary: Edgar “Eddie” Ewrin, IV, Texas 
Sub-Committee: Bondo Nday, North Katanga 
Sub-Committee: Rebekah Mile, Arkansas 
Sub-Committee: Joergen Thaauup, Denmark

Global Ministries:
Chair:  Charles Boayne Jr., Detroit 
Vice-Chair: David Wilson, Oklahoma Indian Mis-
sionary 
Secretary: Martha Thompson, South Carolina 
Sub-Committee: Krystl Johnson, Eastern Pennsylvania 
Sub-Committee: Mande Muyombo, North Katanga 

Independent Commissions:
Chair:  Joseph Harris, Oklahoma 
Vice-Chair: Lillian Gall Seagren, Iowa
Secretary: LaNella Smith, North Carolina 
Sub-Committee: Andreas Elfving, WPA 

Judicial Administration:
Chair:  Kimberly Reisman, Indiana 
Vice-Chair: Christopher A. Marshall, Liberia 
Secretary: Rebekah Sweet, Upper New York 
Sub-Committee: Timothy Rogers, South Carolina 
Sub-Committee: Amy Lippoldt, Great Plains 
Sub-Committee: Gideon Salatan, Northeast Philippines 

Local Church:
Chair:  James H. Ottjes, Indiana 
Vice-Chair: Arpellet Abraham, Cote D’Ivoire 
Secretary: Sandra J. Johnson, Holston 
Sub-Committee:     Isaac Chukpue-Padmore, Liberia 
Sub-Committee: Dixie Brewster, Great Plains 
 
Ministry & Higher Education/Superintendency
Chair:  Kim Ingram, Western North Carolina
Secretary: Joseph DiPaolo, Eastern Pennsylvania 
Sub-Committee: Alice Williams, Florida
Sub-Committee: Ken Nelson, South Carolina 
Sub-Committee: Joy Barnett, Detriot
Sub-Committee: Jisun Kwak, Greater New Jersey 
Sub-Committee: Yed Angoran, Cote-D’Ivoire 

For more than 100 years, Candler School of Theology 
at Emory University has been preparing real people 
to make a real difference in the real world. Here, 
more than 10,000 students have been shaped into 
Christian leaders who put faith and love into action, 
transforming the world in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Offering 17 degrees, including a new online Doctor of 
Ministry.  Join us at candler.emory.edu.

The Book of Discipline 2016
Hardcover.
9781501833212. English. 
9781501833311. Korean. 
9781501833298. Spanish. 

The Book of Resolutions 2016
9781501833243. English.

The Book of Discipline & The Book of 
Resolutions 2016, 2-Pack
9781501833274. Print. 
9781501833281. New! USB Flash Drive. 

The United Methodist Publishing House.

Pre-Order Your Official  
United Methodist Resources Today!

Get free shipping when you order 
by July 31, 2016! Use promo code GC16.*

English resources available January 2017; 
Korean & Spanish resources available June 2017.

English resources available Nov. 2016; Korean & Spanish resources available June 2017.

Guidelines for Leading Your Congregation 2017–2020
Cokesbury.
9781501830112. Softcover Set with Slipcase. 
9781501830143. USB Flash Drive. 
9781501833519. Korean. 
9781501833496. Spanish. 

DCA34

UMOfficialResources.com

*Free shipping applies to standard shipping rates. Continental U.S. only, no express shipping.

DCA34_ND_OfficialProdOrderQuar.indd   1 4/25/16   11:15 AM
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Presented by

wearesparkhouse.org

Q&A with Colaborate Developer, Bryan Bliss, MTS 
Join us at the sparkhouse booth for a special Q&A session to hear from and 
have your questions answered about Colaborate: Methodist Confirmation by 

one of the key developers of this engaging, new curriculum. 
 

Colaborate: Methodist Confirmation is a new curriculum developed specifically 
for Methodist teenagers. Colaborate takes an innovative approach to 

confirmation that unpacks students’ assumptions, past knowledge, and curiosity 
about the Bible, Methodist doctrine, traditions, and history. It will challenge, 

engage, and encourage them as they take this major step in the journey of faith.

Bryan Bliss is a graduate of Vanderbilt 
Divinity School, has been a youth pastor for 
15 years, and is a published author as well 
as an experienced curriculum developer.

WHERE: Booth #82 in the Exhibit Hall
DATE: May 11th
TIME: 11:00 am & 2:00 pm
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Make it a great day with

Come serve with ASP to Connect. Build. Transform.
 

ASPhome.org | (800) 289-4254

The best way to find yourself is to 
lose yourself in the service of others. 

– Mahatma Gandhi

ASP UMC Gen Conf ADS.indd   1 4/14/16   11:42 AM
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The following is a revision to GCFA Report 
No. 1, printed in the May 10, 2016  

Daily Christian Advocate. 

Report No. 1
WORLD SERVICE FUND

Introduction
 When United Methodist congregations give their share of apportioned funds, they participate in 
God’s work. The World Service Fund is the heart of our collective Church ministry. Through this fund 
individuals partner with church agencies to be in mission and ministry at home and around the world. 
World Service ministry truly makes a difference across the globe. 

 World Service is God’s people reaching out in love and compassion in the name of Christ. It rep-
resents a call and a challenge to each United Methodist. As The 2012 Book of Discipline states, the full 
payment of the World Service Fund is each congregation’s “first benevolent responsibility.” (¶ 812)

Overview
 For the 2017-2020 quadrennium the program agencies will continue their programmatic emphasis 
centered around four areas of focus: (1) leadership development; (2) church growth; (3) ministry with 
the poor; and (4) global health.

 The proposed budget of $305,694,418 represents a nominal dollar decrease of $2,092,398, or .7%, 
compared to the previous quadrennium.  In terms of real dollars (accounting for the impact of general 
inflation), the proposed budget for 2017-2020 reflects a 7.3% decrease from the budgeted amount for 
2013-2016.  Furthermore, it represents a $21,822,582 decrease, or 6.7%, from the 2009-2012 quadren-
nium.

World Service Fixed Charges
 General Council on Finance and Administration (“GCFA”). GCFA is accountable to The United 
Methodist Church through the General Conference for receiving, disbursing, and reporting all general 
funds. (¶ 806) This line item is an estimate of the World Service Fund’s share of GCFA’s expenses for 
the quadrennium.  

 The Connectional Table (“CT”). As part of the total mission of the Church, CT facilitates the 
Church’s program life as determined by the General Conference. Its task is to discern and articulate the 
vision for the church and the stewardship of the mission, ministries, and resources of The United Meth-
odist Church. (¶ 904)

 Interpretation Resources. Along with producing materials to interpret United Methodism’s con-
nectional funds, the Marketing Team of United Methodist Communications (“UMCom”) uses money 
from this section of the budget for “Promotion of Giving,” a joint effort of UMCom, GCFA, and the 
General Board of Discipleship (“GBOD”). The “Promotion of Giving” goal is to develop comprehen-
sive financial stewardship tools, leading to improved financial support of ministry at all levels of the 
connection. “Promotion of Giving” resources are financed through the World Service Fund.
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Program Agencies
 The World Service Fund provides basic financial support to program-related general agencies, 
which are especially important to the common vision, mission, and ministry of The United Methodist 
Church. Through World Service funding, agencies support annual conferences and local congregations 
in living out God’s mission for the worldwide Church. General agencies also provide essential services 
and ministries beyond the scope of individual local congregations and annual conferences through ser-
vices and ministries that are highly focused, flexible, and capable of rapid response. 

2020 VISION for The United Methodist Church – STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS FOR 2017-2020
Whenever United Methodism has had a clear sense of mission, God has used our Church to save 

persons, heal relationships, transform social structures, and spread scriptural holiness, thereby changing 
the world. (¶ 121) For 2017-2020, The United Methodist Church has a clear sense of mission discerned 
by the Council of Bishops and CT.

Our vision is clear for 2017-2020 – to double the number of highly vital congregations world-
wide to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. United Methodist disciples 
will engage in mission and ministry throughout the connection to live out God’s vision for a world where 
poverty is reduced and poor people and communities flourish; a world where children live to their full 
potential; a world where Christian leaders heed God’s call to discipleship; and a world where new faith 
communities offer God’s love and grace worldwide. The following collaborative Christ-centered strat-
egies will anchor our connectional ministries so that they are specific, measurable, achievable, relevant 
and time-bound for the transformation of the world.

Our UMC Mission: VITAL CONGREGATIONS. Our 2020 Vision looks forward to a  
United Methodist Church that doubles the number of highly vital congregations worldwide.

A vital congregation is the body of Christ making and engaging disciples for the transformation 
of the world. Rooted in our understanding that local congregations provide the primary arena through 
which Christian disciples are called, formed, and nurtured, our goal is to double the number of highly 
vital congregations worldwide by 2020. Five markers of vitality – disciples in worship, new disciples 
(professions of faith), disciples in small groups, disciples in mission, and giving to mission – help us 
gauge our progress together through a shared approach.

The real measure of our missional impact will not be in membership increases or improved giv-
ing but in the lives that will be touched and drawn to Christ as disciples because these vital congregations 
were able to reach people with the gospel of Christ who might otherwise not be reached. 

Our Missional Strategies: THE FOUR AREAS OF FOCUS. Vital congregations are shaped 
by and witnessed through four focus areas: calling and shaping principled Christian leaders; creating 
and sustaining new places for new people; ministries with poor people and communities; and abun-
dant health for all.

1. Calling and Shaping Principled Christian Leaders: Our 2020 Vision looks forward to a United 
Methodist Church creating a culture of call in every faith community, equipping leaders as they help 
shape disciples’ faith for the transformation of the world.
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The United Methodist Church needs leaders – clergy and laity –to fulfill God’s mission for 
the Church and the world. Nurturing God’s call to Christian leadership is essential and is happening 
throughout all levels of the connection. Local churches, annual conferences, and general agencies are 
directing energy and resources toward this effort, but more can be done. We celebrate the many innova-
tive approaches to developing principled Christian leaders, but also see the need to strengthen a culture 
of call throughout the Church so that every disciple’s leadership potential can be realized. We will align 
our strategies throughout the connection to address the immediate leadership needs in the next four years 
and work to create a culture of call Church-wide.

2. Creating and Sustaining New Places for New People: Our 2020 Vision looks forward to a 
United Methodist Church with 500,000 new disciples who profess their faith through renewed and new 
faith communities around the world.  

Creating new, vital, faith communities is critical to the task of making new disciples and trans-
forming the world.  A faith community is a group that gathers under the lordship of Jesus Christ to wor-
ship, engage, and send. It is within faith communities that we receive new disciples through professions 
of faith and increase professions of faith. This multilayered strategy focuses on increasing the number of 
new faith communities in annual conferences across the world.

3. Ministry with Poor People and Communities: Our 2020 Vision looks forward to a United 
Methodist Church with 400 vibrant, flourishing, and transforming communities addressing issues of 
poverty and ministry with the poor, particularly with children.

Vital congregations reflect God’s transforming love into their communities and around the world. 
As faithful disciples, we are called to love our neighbors – to walk, worship, and witness so that all may 
enjoy God’s vision of abundant life. As United Methodists, we will challenge and transform broken sys-
tems and structures that create and perpetuate poverty. Leveraging connections and partnerships within 
and beyond The United Methodist Church, we can transform communities and open doors for children 
to a more promising future. We envision the people called Methodists engaging in at least 400 partner-
ships that focus on ministry with poor people and communities.

4. Abundant Health for All: Our 2020 Vision looks forward to a United Methodist Church that 
can reach 2 million children with life-saving interventions.

Every child is a life filled with promise and potential, yet, every five seconds a child dies from 
preventable causes. The United Methodist Church has a sacred calling to ensure abundant health for all 
children, engaging disciples to be agents of God’s healing transformation in the world. Jesus said, “I 
have come that you might have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10) 

There is a global movement to significantly improve health for all people by 2035, with a spe-
cific goal of saving the lives of 15 million children by 2020. The United Methodist Church will join this 
movement and commit to a goal of reaching 2 million children. It will do this through education, direct 
health services to those in need, and increased access to medical care. 
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2012 General Conference Action 
 The 2012 General Conference approved the following two new initiatives, which are funded through 
the World Service Fund:

Commission on Central Conference Theological Education. Paragraph 817 provides for a 
Commission on Central Conference Theological Education, elected by the Council of Bishops, to de-
termine policies and procedures for the fund established to further this initiative. It has the authority to 
approve disbursements from this fund. The Commission includes one person from each central confer-
ence, and also includes members of the Council of Bishops and Boards of Ordained Ministry, and repre-
sentatives of theological schools, the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (“GBHEM”), the 
General Board of Global Ministry, and the Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters.

     Proceeds from this fund are to be used in central conferences at the discretion of the Commission 
to: (1) develop theological schools; (2) develop courses of study; (3) develop libraries and contextually 
developed resources; (4) provide scholarships and faculty development; (5) support associations and 
networks of faculty and schools; and (6) support new and innovative approaches to theological educa-
tion. GBHEM administers this designated fund. 

Young Clergy Initiative Fund. This Fund provides support to increase the number of young 
clergy among the jurisdictional conferences. This is a three quadrennium effort, which began in 2013, to 
enable The United Methodist Church to focus efforts on encouraging young adults responding to the call 
to ordained ministry by providing a strong theological education in the United Methodist tradition.  This 
initiative is in addition to the funds that the church already has budgeted for discernment, recruitment, 
nurturing, education, and support of young clergy leaders.  

 The boards and commissions, in collaboration with annual conference boards of ordained ministry, 
seminaries, bishops, and cabinets, will continue to determine the most effective use of the Young Clergy 
Initiative Fund in response to the needs of young clergy leaders. GBHEM administers this designated 
fund. 

Other Ministries

Contingency Fund. The Contingency Fund for World Service provides funding for emerging needs in 
the World Service Fund areas that occur during a quadrennium. These funds are allocated to program 
agencies for new programs to address unanticipated needs. Contingency fund allocations must first be 
approved by both CT and GCFA.

Contention
If you have any spirit, any zeal and courage,  
it is a pity it should be laid out in quarrels.

From The Causes, Evils, and Cures of Heart and Church Divisions, 
compiled by Francis Asbury and first published in 1792.  

Abridged and updated edition copyright © 2015 by Abingdon Press.
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Korean Ministry Plan (1) 3,300,000 3,082,000       3,061,048       (20,952)        -0.7%
National Plan for Hispanic/Latino Ministry (1) (2) 2,795,000 2,382,000       3,143,830       761,830        32.0%
Pacific Island Ministry (1) -                  544,000          540,302          (3,698)          -0.7%

General Board of Higher Educuation and Ministry (2) 30,579,500 27,512,708     26,932,588     (580,120)      -2.1%
Central Conference Theological Education Fund -                  5,000,000       4,966,009       (33,991)        -0.7%
Young Clergy Initiative: Jurisdictional Conferences -                  7,000,000       6,952,413       (47,587)        -0.7%

General Commission on Religion and Race 7,658,000 7,404,806       7,354,467       (50,339)        -0.7%
Minority Group Self Determination Fund 3,319,000 2,505,812       2,488,777       (17,035)        -0.7%

General Commission on the Status and
Role of Women 4,188,000 3,984,606       3,957,518       (27,088)        -0.7%

General Commission on United Methodist Men 1,650,000 1,487,084       1,476,974       (10,110)        -0.7%
United Methodist Communications 80,036,500 72,141,492     71,651,059     (490,433) -0.7%
Total On-Ratio - Program Agencies 315,219,000$ 296,299,816$ 294,285,509$ (2,014,307)$ -0.7%

Other Ministries
Contingency Reserve 500,000 467,000          463,825          (3,175) -0.7%

Total Other Ministries 500,000$        467,000$        463,825$        (3,175)$        -0.7%

Total On-Ratio 315,719,000$ 296,766,816$ 294,749,334$ (2,017,482)$ -0.7%

Grand Total 327,517,000$ 307,786,816$ 305,694,418$ (2,092,398)$ -0.7%

(2) The programmatic support and funding for the National Plan for Hispanic/Latino Ministry that was provided by the 
     General Board of Church and Society, the General Board of Discipleship, and the General Board of Higher Education 
     and Ministry, was moved solely to the plan operated by the General Board of Global Ministries.  The Funding for this plan
     in total decreased by .7%, the same proportion as all the other programs and ministries.

(1)  During the 2009-2012 quadrennium, these items were included in the General Board of Global Ministries line item.  
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WORLD SERVICE FUND

2017 2018 2019 2020
Fixed Charges

Interpretation Resources 358,049$        358,049$        358,049$        358,050$      
Connectional Table 535,088          535,088          535,088          535,086        
General Council on Finance and Administration 1,843,134 1,843,134       1,843,134       1,843,135
Total Fixed Charges 2,736,271$     2,736,271$     2,736,271$     2,736,271$    

On-Ratio:
General Board of Church and Society 2,755,419 2,755,419$     2,755,419$     2,755,420$    
General Board of Discipleship 8,738,042 8,738,042       8,738,042       8,738,043     

Native American Comprehensive Plan 268,329 268,329          268,329          268,330        
Strengthening the Black Church 494,108 494,108          494,108          494,108        

General Board of Global Ministries 27,834,625 27,834,625     27,834,625     27,834,626    
Asian American Language Ministry 349,607 349,607          349,607          349,607        
Korean Ministry Plan 765,262 765,262          765,262          765,262        
National Plan for Hispanic/Latino Ministry 785,958 785,958          785,958          785,956        
Pacific Island Ministry 135,076 135,076          135,076          135,074        

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 6,733,147 6,733,147       6,733,147       6,733,147     
Central Conference Theological Education Fund 1,241,502 1,241,502       1,241,502       1,241,503     
Young Clergy Initiative: Jurisdictional Conferences 1,738,103 1,738,103       1,738,103       1,738,104     

General Commission on Religion and Race 1,838,617 1,838,617       1,838,617       1,838,616     
Minority Group Self Determination Fund 622,194 622,194          622,194          622,195        

General Commission on the Status and 0 -                     -                     -                   
Role of Women 989,380 989,380          989,380          989,378        

General Commission on United Methodist Men 369,244 369,244          369,244          369,242        
United Methodist Communications 17,912,765 17,912,765     17,912,765     17,912,764
Total On-Ratio - Program Agencies 73,571,378$    73,571,378$    73,571,378$    73,571,375$  

Other Ministries
Contingency Reserve 115,956 115,956          115,956          115,957

Total Other Ministries 115,956$        115,956$        115,956$        115,957$      

Total On-Ratio 73,687,334$    73,687,334$    73,687,334$    73,687,332$  

Grand Total 76,423,605$    76,423,605$    76,423,605$    76,423,603$  
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For more information on these and other tours visit

www.eo.travel/UMC
800-247-0017

@eotours

Walk the
Land of Jesus & the Bible

with EO
The Holy Land is the ultimate hands-on

learning experience to
. Inspire your faith . Transform lives

. Enrich Bible study  . Empower disciples
• Experience contemporary life

Visit
Jerusalem

Bethlehem
Nazareth

Capernaum
The Sea of Galilee

Mount of Beatitudes
Mount of Olives
Via Dolorosa

Jericho/Samaria/West Bank
Masada

The Dead Sea
The Jordan River

Advance Special projects in
Jerusalem & Bethlehem area

and much more!

- Six different itineraries available
- Over 70 scheduled departures annually
- On-site hospitality
- Biblical and contemporary lectures
- EO handles all the details for you
- Deluxe motorcoaches and first class hotels
- Over 40 years of service to more than
  350,000 pilgrims

Host a Tour
& Earn Your Travel

www.eo.travel/host

Visit Us
in Booth 123
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Boston University School of Theology is committed to 
educating future leaders of the United Methodist Church. 

As the fi rst Methodist seminary in the United States, Boston University School 
of Theology has been preparing leaders since 1839. Students benefi t from 
academic rigor, a spiritually vibrant community, and a network of alumni who 
lead the church across the globe. 

Financial support frees students from the burden of debt, with 100% tuition 
scholarships for all UMC candidates for ordained ministry. 

Flexible curriculum allows students to choose from fi ve vocationally-driven 
tracks: Pastoral Ministry, Chaplaincy, Church and the Arts, Religion and the 
Academy, and Global and Community Engagement. 

Doctor of Ministry in Transformational Leadership allows ministry leaders 
to continue their education with an a� ordable, low-residency degree that 
deepens their ability to lead transformation in a variety of contexts. 

Join us, and prepare to do good. 

bu.edu/sth | busth@bu.edu 

175 YEARS of  Prophetic Voices 
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If every church 
did these locally, 
every church would 
connect globally

D
C

A
17

In 2008, the United Methodist Church lifted up “Four 
Areas of Focus” for ministry. At Ginghamsburg Church, in 
the Rust Belt of Ohio, they have been doing ministry in 
these four areas for 35 years:

 • Engaging in Ministry with the Poor
 • Improving Global Health
 • Developing Principled Christian Leaders
 • Creating New and Renewed Congregations

The work has led to a host of creative ministries and 
organic growth…because they were meeting the needs 
of their community and their world as the hands and feet 
of Christ.

The Passionate Church: Ignite Your Church and Change 
the World tells stories of churches from around the globe 
who minister in the four areas every day.

A FREE facilitator guide is available at Cokesbury.com 
to encourage pastor peer groups and other leadership 
groups interested in deepening the discussion.

NEW!
9781501815034. Paperback. 

DCA17_ND_PassionateChurchFull.indd   1 5/10/16   2:13 PM
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1.800.527.6824
rsistewardship.com

GENEROSITY
CHANGES...

HOW WE LIVE.
HOW WE LOVE.
HOW WE SERVE.

EVERYTHING.

We realize when grace collides with our lives, it 
changes the HEART of giving. A lifestyle of 
Biblical stewardship is marked by generosity.

Are you building, planting a church,  
contemplating a multi-site ampus, or trying 
to find the funds for a missional endeavor? 
Finding the financial resources is crucial.

What is God leaWhat is God leading you to do next? We’re 
here to partner with you.

Visit our booth for FREE resources and 
information on funding your ministry.
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NEW
Defying Gravity
Break Free from the Culture of More
Tom Berlin

Our possessions can create unbearable weight and 
affect our ability to serve and thrive. How do we defy 
gravity and � nd freedom?

In this four-week small group study and stewardship 
campaign, pastor and author Tom Berlin explores 
what is required to sustain a vibrant life, what we 
need versus what we want, and what we can do to 
avoid being pulled into the orbit of materialism.

Abingdon Press. 

9781501813405. Book
9781501813429. Leader Guide
9781501813498. The Generous Church: A Pastor’s Guide
9781501813443. DVD [CC] 7–9 mins. per session
9781501813511. Program Tools Flash Drive
9781501817557. Leader Kit (one each of the � ve above)
9781501813535. Family Card Pack

published by

DCA31

Avoid being pulled into 
the orbit of materialism

DCA31_ND_DefyingGravityVHalf.indd   1 4/22/16   2:33 PM

PERFECTING
Unity

This is a book about Christian unity (some say 
'ecumenism'). It is about how Christians live 
united with God, united with one another in 

God's love, and united with all creation.  

by Dr. Glen Alton Messer, II 
Associate Ecumenical Sta� O�cer for 

Theology & Dialogue

Read chapters now at bit.ly/PerfectingUnity. 
The full book will be available for print or 

download in October 2016. 

The United Methodist Church
Interreligious Relationships
Office of Christian Unity and
The Council of Bishops
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Every advantage  
for your organization.

Every product: Over 500,000 business essentials to choose from.
Every value: Low, customized pricing on your items.

Every answer: Industry experts by your side.
Every convenience: Shop online, in-store and on the go.

Visit StaplesAdvantage.com/UnitedMethodists to get started today.
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Learn How to Outlive Your Life
 615-369-2382

umcglobalimpact.org

VISIT us at Booth 124

a fund to impact the 
Church for generations

UnitedHealthcare 
is proud to 
support The 
United Methodist 
Church General 
Conference 2016.

©2015 United HealthCare Services, Inc. 15-0034
DCA15

We’ve heard phrases such 
as “God helps those who help 
themselves” all of our lives, 
but in Adam Hamilton’s new 
book and 5-week churchwide 
study, Half Truths, you’ll learn 
that although they capture 
some element of truth, when 
compared to the wisdom found 
in Scripture, they’re really just 
common Christian clichés. 

9781501813870. Hardcover Book.  
$19.99; Cokesbury Price $13.39 

Arrive at the WHOLE TRUTH

The newest study from

Adam Hamilton
Published by

Prices subject to change. Cokesbury prices re� ect discount off regular prices. 
Additional study resources also available. Visit Cokesbury.com for details.

DCA15_ND_HalfTurths2Quarter.indd   1 4/22/16   1:41 PM
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The CEB Women’s Bible
Written by women and for women, The CEB 
Women’s Bible includes a variety of features to 
help readers explore and engage the meaning of 
the scriptures and apply it to their lives today. 

There are topics for re� ection before each chapter 
that range in tone from contemplative to analytical 
and lively articles throughout that incorporate 
women’s studies and religious experiences. 

Reliable and readable, The CEB Women’s 
Bible is great for small-group study as well as 
personal devotion as it helps women grow in their 
understanding of and engagement with the Bible 
and the life of the congregation.  

9781609261887. Hardcover. $49.99; $33.49
9781609261894. DecoTone. $74.99; $50.24

DCA33

COMING THIS FALL!

Available October 4, 2016.
Pre-order your CEB Women’s Bible today!

Visit the General Conference Store to pick up a free sample copy of the book of Ephesians.*

*While supplies last. Prices subject to change. Cokesbury prices re� ect discount off regular prices.
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Consent Calendar A01

1-CC6-¶560-A-G
Subject: Provisional Central Conferences
Petition: 60289-CC-¶560-G, Pg. 909

Membership: 39; Present: 31;
For: 27; Against: 4; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/9

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

Consent Calendar B01

2-CC7-NonDis-A-G
Subject: Southeast Asia and Mongolia 
Provisional Central Conference - Power 

and Duties
Petition: 60290-CC-NonDis-G, Pg. 911
Membership: 39; Present: 29;
For: 27; Against: 2; Not Voting: 0;

Date: 5/9
The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

Consent Calendar C01

3-CC15-NonDis-R-!-G
Subject: Create Uganda Annual Confer-
ence
Petition: 60692-CC-NonDis-!-G, Pg. 914
Membership: 39; Present: 31;
For: 31; Against: 0; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/9

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Refer to Africa Central 
Conference

4-CC16-NonDis-R-!-G
Subject: Creation of Additional Annual 
Conference in Cote d’Ivoire Episcopal 
Area
Petition: 60696-CC-NonDis-!-G, Pg. 914
Membership: 39; Present: 31;
For: 31; Against: 0; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/9

Committee Moves to Refer to West Africa 
Central Conference

Rule 33. Consent Calendar
Calendar items are automatically placed on a consent calendar when the item has ten (10) or fewer votes against the prevailing posi-

tion of the legislative committee. Rule 33(3)(a) 

The are three different consent calendars:

• Consent Calendar A contains calendar items involving disciplinary changes for which the legislative committee recommendation 
is to adopt

• Consent Calendar B contains calendar items involving non-disciplinary changes for which the legislative committee recommen-
dation is  to adopt

• Consent Calendar C contains any calendar item for which the committee recommendation is to refer.

Calendar items with a minority report cannot be placed on any consent calendar.  Items with financial implications or items dealing 
with the Constitution cannot be placed on Consent Calendars A or B, but they can be placed on Consent Calendar C because there 
would be no financial or constitutional implications.

Rule 33(7) Removing a Calendar Item from the Consent Calendar
Any twenty (20) delegates may have a Consent Calendar item removed by submitting a Consent Calendar Removal Request Form 

by 3:00 p.m. of the day the calendar item first appears in the Daily Christian Advocate. The form can be picked up from room B119 
and returned to room B117. Reserve delegates may sign requests to remove items from the consent calendar onlu while seated as voting 
delegates.
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Calendar Items R01

5-CC8-NonDis-A-!-G
Subject: Comprehensive Plan for Africa
Petition: 60274-CC-NonDis-!-G, Pg. 911
Membership: 39; Present: 32;
For: 30; Against: 2; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/9

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

[ ] Adopted [ ] Not Adopted Date /

6-CC14-NonDis-A-$-G
Subject: Rwanda as Provisional Annual 
Conference
Petition: 60275-CC-NonDis-$-G, Pg. 911
Membership: 39; Present: 31;
For: 21; Against: 2; Not Voting: 8;
Date: 5/9

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

[ ] Adopted [ ] Not Adopted Date /

7-CC19-¶2201-A-$-G
Subject: General Provisions
Petition: 60273-CC-¶2201-$-G, Pg. 910
Membership: 39; Present: 28;
For: 24; Against: 4; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/9

The Petition is amended as follows:
To amend ¶ 2201.3 and 2201.4 of the 

Book of Discipline
 as follows:
3.Other paragraphs of the Discipline not-

withstanding, members may serve for three 
(3) four year terms and may serve on one oth-
er general agency. The Standing Committee 
shall be composed of one bishop from each 
jurisdiction and from each central conference 
named by the Council of Bishops; one or-
dained minister and one layperson from each 
jurisdiction and from each central conference 
who are delegates to the General Conference 
and named by the Council of Bishops  elected 
by the jurisdictional and central conferences;  
central conferences with more than three 
episcopal areas shall elect additional mem-
bers, lay or clergy, up to the total number of 
episcopal areas in the central conference; one 
bishop, one ordained minister, and one lay-
person who are elected members of the Gen-
eral Board of Global Ministries and named 
by the Council of Bishops General Board of 
Global Ministries. The central conference 
bishop assigned to the General Council on 
Finance and Administration Office of Chris-
tian Unity and Interreligious Relationships 
shall also be a member of this committee. 
Special attention shall be given to the inclu-
sion of women, lay, clergy, youth, and young 

adults. The chairperson of the committee 
shall be a central conference bishop and shall 
also serve as a member of the Connectional 
Table. Members of the committee will serve 
until their replacements are named or elected.

 (This legislation will take effect upon the 
conclusion of the 2012 General Conference.) 
(This legislation will take effect immediately 
upon action by General Conference for the 
membership of the Standing Committee on 
Central Conference Matters for 2016-2020.)

4.The Standing Committee on Central 
Conference Matters will convene at the con-
clusion of the General Conference at which 
it was elected and continue its work through 
the following General Conference. To facili-
tate transition, incoming members shall par-
ticipate in the deliberations of the committee 
during such General Conference, having 
voice but no vote until the organizing meet-
ing. (This legislation will take effect upon the 
conclusion of the 2012 General Conference.)

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

[ ] Adopted [ ] Not Adopted Date /
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You're invited
Join us for a reception!

Join us and our Abingdon Press authors to learn about new resources 
and preview all the exciting things we have in store for the fall 
season, including CEB Women’s Bible, Confirm (new confirmation 
and discipleship resource), and Deep Blue Curriculum.

Friday, May 13th | Noon–2:00 p.m.

Cokesbury General Conference Store

Hosted by Abingdon Press and Cokesbury

Pick up a portable charger, our gift to you! (while supplies last)

THE UNITED METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE

Enjoy complimentary dessert buffet and coffee.
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THE COKESBURY DAILY DEAL

Faces are more than a montage of organs that see, 
breathe, speak, hear, eat, sing, smell, and yell. The 
slightest nuance in expressions can provide evidence 
of character that is as telling as a report card or a 
police blotter, and portraits of individuals can be 
equally revealing of the person’s inner nature. 

Richard P. Heitzenrater, the top John Wesley scholar in 
the world, provides a commentary and interpretation 
of historical circumstances surrounding more than 
50 full-color portraits and sculptures of the father of 
Methodism in An Exact Likeness. You may just learn 
more about Wesley in this unique art history book than 
what you can � nd in a conventional biography. 

Abingdon Press.  
9781501816604. Hardcover. $39.99; Sale $19.99*

GCDealofDay_ND_May12

* Sale prices valid May 12, 2016 at the Cokesbury General Conference Store or at Cokesbury.com.

SAVE 50% 
on this unique art history 
book that explores John 
Wesley’s likeness and legacy

NEW 
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UMHEF is a proud sponsor of General Conference 2016 and appreciates your support in furthering the mission of the UMC.
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Growing generations of Christ followers

- clergy and laity - 

who have a passion for evangelism

P.O. Box 985, Lake Junaluska, NC 28745   |   828-454-6800 • 800-737-8333    

www.FoundationForEvangelism.org
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The world’s best businesses know that potential customers
can be anywhere. With TransPerfect, you can be everywhere.

• Translation and Language Services
• Interpretation
• Website and Software Localization
• Cultural Consulting 

• Globalization Management Technology
• Media Services
• Content Management
• Sta�ng 

OFFICES IN OVER 90 CITIES WORLDWIDE
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Proceedings of the 2016 General Conference 
of the United Methodist Church

Tuesday Afternoon, 
May 10, 2016

(music)

KATHRYN JONES HARRI-
SON:  Good afternoon, everyone. I 
bring you greetings from a people 
that have been here since time im-
memorial, the Confederated Tribes 
of the Grand Ronde. My people are 
located fifty-some miles southwest 
of here, 23 miles inland from the 
beautiful Oregon coast, and I thank 
you for choosing this, our sacred 
homeland, to have your gathering 
this year, and I’m glad to have our 
young people bringing our drums 
and singing the old songs that have 
often been sang here, I imagine, 
down through the centuries by our 
people, our ancestors that came 
before us. I was going to ask you 
to, as you heard the drum, to put 
your hand over your heart, because 
the Creator thought of everything, 
even though we all have different 
sizes and different colors, we can 
all have the same thing in common, 
that our hearts can beat as one, that 
we all here for a reason. Each one 
of us came here today because the 
CREATOR has a plan for each one 
of us. Maybe we don’t know what it 
is. Maybe we do. Maybe some are 
looking for a certain thing. Maybe 
some of you are grieving. But the 
plan is there, and you’ll know when 
you go home if you’ve accomplished 
what it was you came after, even 
though you didn’t know what it was, 
because he looks after us, and many 
times you read in the scripture where 
he says, “I would never leave you 
or forsake you.” I think if you listen 
closely, even as you leave, you’ll still 
hear the echoes of the drum, and the 

song you heard today. You’ll carry it 
with you, and it will do what the cre-
ator meant for it to do for you, and 
my hope and prayer is that as you 
leave here after the many days you 
are going to be here, that you will go 
home richly blessed with what you 
hear here and the part that you will 
play, because we were all part of the 
whole picture. We all have a job to 
do. Maybe you don’t know what it 
is today, but you’ll find out as the 
Creator lets you know. I’m happy to 
be here these 92 years, so I can see 
what has happened in my land. It 
wasn’t all good, but there was a lot 
that was. 

(applause)

Thank you. And as I say again, 
I hope each one of you remembers 
this, your place that was our orig-
inally, and that you will get the 
blessing that you came for, and that 
the Creator will continue to keep his 
healing, loving arms around you for 
the rest of your lives. Thank you.

(applause)

(pause)

BISHOP WARNER H. BROWN 
JR:  Ms. Jones, we are so grateful for 
your being with us at this General 
Conference.

HARRISON:  Oh, thank you so 
much. (unintelligible) great honor.

BISHOP BROWN:  This gift 
from us to you. Thank you.

(applause)

BISHOP GRANT HAGIYA:  
On behalf of a grateful United Meth-
odist Church, Kathryn, we thank 
God for your 92 years and hopefully 
many, many more, that you would 
bless us and our area. 

HARRISON:  Thank you. Thank 
you so much. It’s an honor for me to 
be here.

BISHOP HAGIYA:  This is 
another token of our appreciation. 
Thank you. Thank you for being 
here.

HARRISON:  It is. Thank you 
for having me.

BISHOP BROWN:  Be blessed 
as you have blessed us.

HARRISON:  Oh, thank you.
BISHOP HAGIYA:  Amen.
HARRISON:  Oh. Isn’t that 

nice?

(pause)

(music)

(various languages)

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  
Welcome. The peace of Christ be 
with you.

(various languages)

VIDEO SPEAKERS:  We greet 
you in the name of Jesus Christ.

(various languages)

VIDEO AND LIVE SPEAK-
ERS:  Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

(music)

MANDE MUYOMBO:  
Wapenzi tumu sifu Bwana.
Le Dieu très saint nous invite en 

ce lieu.
Let us all rejoice.

(music)

BISHOP GRANT HAGIYA:  O 
God, shine through the thick clouds 
of our stubborn doubts and fears. By 
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what we read and hear, awaken us to 
the gift of a new day for the church 
and for the world. Through the prism 
of the Scriptures, let us see the Christ 
of our journeys still leading, still 
guiding, still calling us to go and 
make disciples everywhere. Amen.

MEGAN SHITAMA WESTON 
(Peninsula-Delaware):  Now the 
eleven disciples went to Galilee, to 
the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. When they saw him, 
they worshipped him, but some 
doubted. And Jesus came and said to 
them, “All authority in heaven and 
on Earth has been given to me. Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations.

(foreign language)

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  
Go, therefore, and make disciples.

(foreign languages)

WESTON:  Go, therefore, and 
make disciples. Repeat this with me, 
in your own first language.

ALL:  (inaudible)
WESTON:  Go, therefore, and 

make disciples of all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey all that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I 
am with you till the end of the age.”

(pause)

BISHOP BROWN JR.: Grace 
and peace to you in the name of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

From around the world we have 
come. We gather in this place with 
a multitude of feelings, reasons, and 
passions. Among those reasons is 
the sense of connection that yokes 
us in the Wesleyan Way. For The 
United Methodist Church, the world 
is our parish. We come from various 
countries, we speak many languages, 
and we have been nurtured by many 
different cultures. But along with all 

the qualities that make us diverse and 
unique, we are united in our love for 
God and our love for God’s people. 
We are here as disciples of Jesus and 
as people called Methodist.

Dr. Patrick Matsikenyiri, the 
distinguished music educator now 
retired from Africa University, cap-
tured the spirit of this moment in a 
song first sung in the beautiful Shona 
language of Zimbabwe, Jesu tawa 
pano. Jesu tawa pano. Tawa pano 
muzita renyu.

In my first language, it goes:  
“Jesus, we are here for you. We are 
here for you. Jesu, tawa pano. Jesus, 
we are here for you.” Amen?

ALL:  Amen.
BISHOP BROWN:  After the 

resurrection, the eleven disciples 
gathered to meet Jesus in the place 
he had selected for their reunion. 
The Scriptures tell us, when they 
saw him, they worshipped him. But 
some doubted. The Scripture doesn’t 
tell us why they doubted. Perhaps 
for some, the news of resurrection 
seemed too good to be true. Some 
may have come to the meeting place 
with both hope and skepticism. 
Some may have wondered, “Res-
urrection? Really? Is this just some 
wishful thinking the women are 
spreading?” But after all that had 
happened to Jesus, after all that had 
happened to some of the disciples, 
we might expect that at least some 
came with a mixture of joy and 
apprehension. They may have asked, 
“Will we be safe? What will hap-
pen to us?” But nevertheless, they 
showed up. They were there for him, 
and he was there for them.

The popular English language 
paraphrase by Eugene Peterson 
called The Message speaks of this 
moment in this way: “Some wor-
shipped . . . others unwilling to give 
themselves fully.”

But when they realized it was 
Jesus, their fear and doubt turned to 
praise.

This is Jesus, the one who told 
us that the kingdom of God is near! 
Didn’t he give us inspiration and 
hope when he healed the sick, fed 
the hungry, when he challenged the 
privileged and the powerful? Yes, 
Jesus was there for them. He had 
poured himself out fully for them, 
and not just for them, for people 
from all nations and social condi-
tions who responded to his invita-
tion. In so many ways, he declared 
God’s house is a place of prayer 
for all people. He welcomed out-
casts, made room for the despised. 
He taught the meaning of the word 
neighbor.

Jesus declares to them and to us, 
“All authority in heaven and earth 
has been given to me.”

His resurrection revealed the 
alignment of heaven and earth. God 
is with us! Yes? God is with us! 
The transformation of the world has 
already begun.

And now, he continues to be 
with us, doesn’t he? He continues to 
be with us in every age or circum-
stance. He invites us to live into our 
calling.

Therefore, go. Make disciples 
of all nations. Baptize in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. Teach them to obey 
everything I’ve commanded you.

Friends, Jesus is here for us 
during this General Conference. Like 
the first disciples, some of us may 
have come to this meeting of Jesus’s 
people we call General Conference 
with some mixture of hope and 
uncertainty. There are many issues 
on our agenda. So many things for 
you to consider as the plans of the 
church’s future are adopted.

We also bring our hopes and our 
apprehensions. In our zeal to make a 
point, will our words do harm? Will 
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we be able to restrain our passions 
enough to truly listen to one another?

This work will not be easy 
because we care so deeply. We are 
passionate about what we believe to 
be true.

From the beginning of the 
church, Jesus has prayed for unity, 
but he has witnessed our quarrels 
and divisions. We make our most 
powerful witness when we are one in 
mission and one in spirit.

BISHOP BROWN:  We make 
our most powerful witness when 
we are one in mission, one in spirit. 
Yet, the story of the church universal 
is often told through our divisions 
rather than demonstrating our ability 
to reconcile our differences. The 
Methodist branch of the church has 
witnessed our share of splits and 
celebrated reconciliations. We have 
quarreled over slavery, the roles of 
women, racial privilege, language, 
human sexuality, etc., etc. Through 
it all, God has not given up on us.  
Even when sometimes we have given 
up on each other. We first convened 
as the United Methodist Church 48 
years ago, seeking to unite different 
expressions of the Wesley Tradition.

We also declared ourselves to 
be an inclusive church. In the midst 
of the civil rights struggle in the 
United States and the anti-colonial 
movements in Africa, South Asia, 
and elsewhere, many aspired for our 
church to break with the exclusions 
of the past around race, language, 
gender, and regional politics. We 
would be a church that opens our 
hearts, opens our minds, and opens 
our doors to all the people of the 
world. So, 48 years ago, we strug-
gled intensely and passionately, not 
unlike the way we struggle today.  
Yet moved by the Spirit, we arrived 
at a place where we could collec-
tively say, “Jesu, Tawa pano,” Jesus, 
we are here for you; we are here for 
you. Today, we are still living into 
that aspiration of welcoming all who 

love God and seek to live in harmony 
with their neighbors. Hopefully, we 
value the rich diversity with which 
we have been blessed. As we become 
a truly global church, may we order 
our steps into the future in ways 
that honor and respect all the people 
Jesus has invited to his table.  

(applause)

As John Wesley reminded us 
in his sermon “Catholic Spirit;” 
Though we cannot think alike, may 
we not love alike, may we not be of 
one heart. Though we are not of one 
opinion without all doubt, we may.  
That continues to be true as we begin 
our time of conferencing. As we 
discuss our different opinions about 
same gender relationships, may we 
remember that our dueling points of 
view are anchored in our desire to be 
faithful. We hold our respective po-
sitions as firmly as our conscientious 
and experience dictates, but can we 
not also seek a path of unity among 
Christians with different views on 
this issue as we have on other disput-
ed matters. However we choose to 
go into the future, may it be consis-
tent with the call God has placed on 
our hearts. May we remember that 
all of us are saved by grace and live 
and give ourselves fully to join this 
reunion of disciples. As Paul remind-
ed the Romans, so let’s strive for the 
things that bring peace and the things 
that build each other up.

Today, in this place, in this im-
portant time, by the power of God’s 
Spirit, may we once again collec-
tively sing “Jesu, Tawa pano,” Jesus, 
we are here for you, not any other 
agenda, we are here for you. There-
fore, let us go.

(applause)

LAURA JAQUITH BARTLETT 
(California-Pacific):  Let us stand.

Would you stand? Jesus, we are 
here. We have the opportunity now 
to affirm together, our faith in Jesus 

Christ as we speak, and sing the an-
cient words of the Apostles Creed.

The words will appear in En-
glish on the screens, but if you are 
comfortable reciting the creed in 
your own first language, please do 
so.

I believe in God, the Father 
Almighty, Creator of Heaven and 
Earth.

(music)

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 
only Son, our Lord, who was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended to the dead.

(music)

On the third day, he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and will 
come again to judge the living and 
the dead.

(music)

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

(music)

Prayer Medallion Explained

Friends as we prepare for a time 
of prayer together, I invite you to 
receive an amazing gift from the 
General Conference Prayer Minis-
try Team. On your delegate tables, 
you will find a small bags that hold 
a prayer medallion and a strand of 
Protestant Prayer Beads. Each one 
of these was prayerfully created and 
blessed by a person in the United 
States who is committed to pray 
for you.  From the time of the early 
church, Christians have used con-
crete objects such as pebbles, knot-
ted rope, strings of beads to focus, to 



1916  Tuesday Afternoon Proceedings  May 12, 2016

listen, to experience God’s presence. 
This medallion and prayer strand 
are a physical reminder that you are 
not alone. Another United Method-
ist is praying for you. This gift is 
yours to keep. As you see, this gift 
was designed with great care. The 
three olive wood beads come from 
the Holy Land and represent the 
Trinity. The small accent beads on 
either side of the cruciform beads 
will be in one of the four elemental 
colors: red for fire, blue for water, 
green for air, brown for earth. The 
wooden medallion has the cross and 
flame to remind us that we are here 
together as United Methodists. The 
sheep is a reference to the scripture 
passages in the Gospel of Matthew 
that we will be exploring together in 
worship.

The wooden medallion has the 
cross and flame to remind us that we 
are here together as United Method-
ists. The sheep is a reference to the 
scripture passages in the Gospel of 
Matthew that we will be exploring 
together in worship. It is the shep-
herd of us all whose love upholds 
all of our lives at this gathering 
and beyond. If you have not yet 
received a strand of prayer beads or 
if you prefer to just use the medal-
lion only, please go to the Prayer 
Room in the Oregon Ballroom No. 
204. It is staffed throughout this 
day and throughout the conference 
with people who can exchange the 
prayer strand for the medallion 
alone. Prayer volunteers will be 
there throughout this event to pray 
with you and for you at any time.  
For now, please clip the medallion 
to your name tag pouch or put them 
in your pocket because we will use 
them in our worship throughout our 
days together. Through prayer we 
will find the strength and the courage 
we need to do the important work of 
General Conference. 

Holy God hear our prayers with 
the church and with the world. 

ALL:  Hear our prayers.
MOORE:  For our General Con-

ference, for our Council of Bishops, 
for clergy and laity everywhere, 
and especially for our brothers and 
sisters suffering persecution.  

ALL:  Hear our prayers. 
MOORE:  For those in authority 

in governments, corporations, and 
communities around the world and 
with all commended to their care.

ALL:  Hear our prayers.
For this beautiful earth, and with 

all the creatures with whom we share 
it.  

ALL:  Hear our prayers.
MOORE:  For all who are sick 

and for all who care for them.
ALL:  Hear our prayers.
MOORE:  For all who suffered 

evil, injustice, oppression, and with 
all who work to resist and bring 
peace, life, freedom. 

ALL:  Hear our prayers. 
MOORE:  We give thanks for 

the witness and lives of all your 
saints, living and awaiting resurrec-
tion and with all who care for the 
dying and grieve the dead.

ALL:  Hear our prayers.
MOORE:  Here us all Lord 

Jesus who pray as you taught us, 
each of us praying in our own first 
language.  

ALL:  Our father who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. Forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power 
and the glory forever. Amen.

Communion

BISHOP BRUCE OUGH (Con-
nectional Table Chair):  

Christ Our Lord invites us to his 
table all who love him, who earnest-
ly repent of their sin and seek to live 
in peace with one another. Therefore, 

let us confess our sin before God and 
one another.  

ALL:  God of mercy, we have 
not loved you with our entire being.  
We have failed in our obedience 
to you. We have not followed your 
way. We have turned our back on 
your love. We have turned our back 
on our neighbors. We have turned 
our back on each other. God, help us 
to turn around and see each other’s 
face.  

(music)

MOORE:  Forgive us oh God, 
we pray. Free us through your love 
so that we may enter into joyful 
obedience to the authority of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

(music)

BISHOP OUGH:  Hear this 
good news by the redemption of the 
cross, our sin is removed.  

ALL:  The love of God in Jesus 
Christ is with us always. 

(music)

BISHOP OUGH:  May the 
peace of Jesus be always with you.

ALL:  Also with you.
BISHOP OUGH:  Offer the sign 

of peace to one another.
ALL:  (Offer Peace)

Offering Explained

BISHOP HAGIYA (facilitating 
the offering): Half of today’s offer-
ing will go to the United Methodist 
Global AIDS Fund, which of course 
facilitates educational efforts to re-
spond to the AIDS crisis locally and 
globally. The other half will support 
Creation Vacation, a ministry of the 
Oregon-Idaho Conference. Creation 
Vacation offers very low income 
families a respite from the struggles 
of daily life through a vacation ex-
perience at a United Methodist camp 
in Oregon or Idaho. Local church-
es provide family friends to build 
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relationships between the church 
members and the guest families. 
As you open your hearts and your 
wallets, notice that we have a new 
way to participate in the offering. In-
structions are on the screens so that 
you can safely text your donations 
on a smartphone or type in a link to 
donate on a tablet or computer. We 
thank God General Conference has 
entered the 21st century.

(applause and laughter.)

I invite you to give generously 
today. 

(applause)

BISHOP HAGIYA:  I invite you 
to give generously today.

(music)

BISHOP OUGH:  God be with 
you.

ALL:  And also with you.
BISHOP OUGH:  Lift up your 

hearts.
ALL:  We lift them up to the 

Lord.
BISHOP OUGH:  Let us give 

thanks to the Lord our God.
ALL:  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise.
BISHOP OUGH:  Blessed are 

you, God of all creation, source of 
all mercies, fount of love beyond 
all measure. It is fitting and right 
to give you thanks and praise and 
to adore you with grateful hearts 
and voice, for wondrously you have 
created heaven and Earth, hovering 
in gracious care over all that you 
have made. You formed us as your 
image of love in the world, yet even 
more wondrously, when we distorted 
your image, you call us back again 
and again, forgiving us, delivering 
us from captivity to sin and death, 
feeding, healing, reconciling, mak-
ing covenant, and setting before us 
the way which leads to life. There-
fore, with your people in all ages, 

in communion with the saints, and 
with the whole company of heaven, 
we join the glad song of unceasing 
praise:

(Sung call and response)

BISHOP OUGH:  Holy are you, 
and blessed be your name, gracious 
God, for you gave us Jesus, who 
emptied himself that we might be 
filled; who suffered and died, that 
we might live. He fed the hungry, 
healed the afflicted, and ate with the 
scorned and forgotten of this world. 
He washed his disciples’ feet and 
gave a holy meal as a feast of his 
ever-present love. On the night he 
gave himself up for us and for the 
world, at table with those who would 
desert and deny him, he took bread 
and gave it to his disciples, saying 
“Take, eat; this is my body, which is 
given for you. 

BISHOP JOAQUINA F. NHA-
NALA (in Portuguese)

BISHOP RODOLFO A. JUAN 
(in Tagalog)

BISHOP ROSEMARIE WEN-
NER (in German)

BISHOP OUGH:  Do this in 
remembrance of me.

(pause)

BISHOP OUGH:  When the 
supper had ended, he took the cup, 
gave thanks to you, gave it to his dis-
ciples, saying “Drink from this all of 
you, for this is my blood of the new 
covenant, poured out for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins.

BISHOP NHANALA (in Portu-
guese)

BISHOP JUAN (in Tagalog)
BISHOP WENNER (in German)
BISHOP OUGH:  Do this as 

often as you drink it, in remem-
brance of me. Therefore, remem-
bering Christ’s life of ministry and 
service, his suffering, death, and 
resurrection, his ascending to glory 
and his abiding presence through the 
power of your Holy Spirit, we come 

in praise and thanksgiving with these 
gifts of your love as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith.

(music)

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon 
us gathered here in Christ’s name.  

BISHOP NHANALA (in Portu-
guese)

BISHOP JUAN (in Tagalog)
BISHOP WENNER (in German)
BISHOP OUGH:  And upon 

these gifts that they may be for us his 
body and blood, and so feed us with 
his grace, that in union with Christ, 
we may become a living offering to 
you. Transform us into the image 
and likeness of Christ that we may 
faithfully serve others in his name 
and look forward to the final feast in 
which all shall be gathered as one at 
your table and all manner of things 
shall be well. Through Jesus Christ, 
and with Christ, and in Christ, in 
unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor 
and glory and blessing is yours, Al-
mighty God, now and forever. Amen.

(music)

(pause)

(music)

BISHOP OUGH:  God of the 
ages, we thank you for gathering 
us around this table where we have 
feasted together with Christ our 
host, celebrating the gift of your 
incarnate love. Through your Holy 
Spirit, bolster our faith as we go into 
the world, increase our love as we 
go with our neighbors, strengthen 
our commitment as we go to follow 
Jesus in whose strong name we pray, 
and live, and journey. Amen.

(music)

BISHOP BROWN: God keep 
you in love with each other. Follow-
ing the example of Jesus; go, into the 
world. The people of the world hun-
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ger to be loved in Jesus’ name.  May 
we, who he has called; therefore go, 
that the world may be transformed. 
Amen.

ALL: Amen.

(music)

BISHOP BROWN: Friends, we 
need just a few minutes for transition 
from worship together into our life 
of work together. This is not a formal 
break, so please don’t go far. We ask 
the delegates to stay at their tables 
and make ready for the work of the 
day as we prepare the changes need-
ed on stage. God be with you. 

(pause)

BISHOP BROWN: (Praying 
for Bishop Kenneth Carder, who 
fell.) Things will surprise us and we 
become injured but we do know that 
your power to heal and your power 
to restore is reliably available to 
us. So we pray for our colleague. 
We pray that your healing mer-
cies will be at work with him and 
you assist those that are assisting 
him. Comfort any discomfort that 
he is experiencing and allow your 
healing power to be at work on him. 
Comfort us as we are concerned 
for him and now allow us to await 
those who are attending to him. 
Give them space to do their care 
and let us hold them all in all in our 
prayers. This is our prayer in Jesus’ 
name. Amen.

Be in order. I call to order the 
first plenary session of the 2016 
General Conference. We invite Erin 
Hawkins to report.

(applause)

BISHOP BROWN:  Please, col-
leagues, we ask that we not applaud. 

General Secretary Gives 
GCORR Report

ERIN M. HAWKINS (General 
Secretary for the Commission on 

Religion and Race):  Here we are, 
together, leaders from the worldwide 
connection, representing a diversity 
of cultures, identities, perspectives. 
We’re here to celebrate who we are 
as a church, to discern what is right 
and good, and to sigh, and to decide 
important matters facing our con-
nection today. And there is much to 
celebrate, as we deliberate about our 
life together and about our mission 
to make disciples and to transform 
the world. The people of The Unit-
ed Methodist Church do so much 
good through our evangelism and 
our mission and our relief work, 
our ecumenical bridge-building, our 
social justice work, and by providing 
educational opportunities all around 
the world. And my friends, there is 
no better time to do good than right 
now, when there is so much pain 
and division in this world. We are 
bombarded daily by headlines that 
tell us about the conflict and the 
hatred and the oppression that span 
all races, languages, and tribes. And 
in the midst of the hope and the pain, 
we are continually asked, “What 
does the Lord require of you?” Of 
us! Here, we seek the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit to do justice, show mercy, 
and walk humbly with God. So this 
General Conference theme to there-
fore go fits us very well. Historically, 
we have always prioritized going and 
spreading the gospel. Sadly, there 
are times when we have gone and 
done great harm, like our participa-
tion in the Sand Creek Massacre, or 
our perpetuation of harmful colonial 
legacies in Africa and other places 
around the world. But, there have 
been times when we have gone and 
done tremendous work, powerful and 
positive, making a difference all over 
the world by starting schools, hospi-
tals, and community centers in places 
of great need. We’ve raised millions 
of dollars to eradicate malaria in our 
time through the Imagine No Malaria 
campaign. And while we have often 

obeyed the command of Christ to 
go, there are times when we have not 
been obedient as a church, and we 
have resisted going, especially when 
the places where Christ is bidding 
us to go are uncomfortable, or even 
confrontational. In our going and in 
our doing, we have the capacity to 
do harm or to do good, and I believe 
that our time here together in Port-
land, Oregon is no exception. Christ 
is still commanding us to therefore 
go into all the world, even while 
we’re here together. We will spend 
significant time together in Christian 
conferencing over the next 10 days, 
discerning how we as a denomination 
will go out into the physical world 
and serve. After all, going and doing 
is one of our strengths. But perhaps 
the greatest challenge before us right 
now is not going and doing out there, 
but going and doing in here and in 
here. Going to our brothers and sis-
ters in this world that we call General 
Conference, especially to those who 
we don’t know, or who don’t speak 
our language, culturally or theolog-
ically. Going inward to survey the 
world of our hearts and witnessing, 
from the place of spiritual perception, 
one another, rather than from the 
place of our opinions, our biases, and 
our judgments. So today, I’m here to 
invite us into authentic relationships 
with one another. Being authentic 
means being willing to be who you 
truly are, who you know in your heart 
of hearts to be, loving, generous, 
courteous, faithful, angry, wounded, 
afraid. And then, with compassion, 
witnessing those same attributes in 
your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
John Wesley knew the importance of 
authentic relationships when he said, 
“I envision a revival of holiness that 
moves forth in mission and creates 
authentic communities, where every 
individual empowered by the Holy 
Spirit can be unleashed to fulfill 
God’s creative intentions.” There are 
vast differences in this room—diff-
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