
Report on the Council of Bishops Executive Committee Meeting, Jan 14-15, 2014 in Dallas, Texas 
 
 
Meeting in Dallas, January 14-15, 2014, the Executive Committee of the Council of Bishops of The United 
Methodist Church heard reports and took action on a number of items in their quest to lead the church 
in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.   
 
Among the celebrations was the introduction of the video/DVD, “A Global Chorus” focusing on the Four 
Areas of Focus and mission, and significant signs of new vitality in United Methodist congregations 
around the world.  The video can be viewed on YouTube. 
 
Conversation about General Conference, 2016 to be held in Portland, Ore. reflected a strong 
commitment and collaboration to create an environment of respectful and worshipful “Christian 
conferencing.”  Delegates will come from United Methodist conferences around the world to share 
different perspectives and seek God’s guidance in discernment and decision-making. 
 
The Executive Committee took the first steps to initiate the task force to lead conversations about 
human sexuality, race and gender in a global perspective which had been called for by the Council at its 
November, 2013 meeting.  Bishops from all regions of the church, including Africa, the Philippines and 
Europe, bringing a broad spectrum of perspectives, are being asked to serve on the task force. 
 
It was reported to the Executive Committee that Bishop Wenner and Bishop Wallace-Padgett are in the 
process of complying with the request of the Council concerning retired Bishop Melvin Talbert.  Should a 
supervisory response be initiated, it would be confidential and conducted, following the Book of 
Discipline, by the Western Jurisdiction. 
 
There was further planning concerning the Council’s call for a moratorium on the practice of online 
communion.  The Faith and Order Leadership Team will prepare resources and encourage study of this 
matter in the light of United Methodist sacramental theology and the development of vital 
congregations. 
 
In the quest for creative and transformational leadership, the residential bishops will share in a learning 
retreat in May along with general secretaries of United Methodist general agencies.  It will be a time of 
exploring adaptive leadership, and best practices along with times of worship and theological reflection 
in the service of our common mission and adaptive challenge to nurture more vital congregations. 
 
The Executive Committee conducted its meeting in the context of Scriptural reflections and prayer even 
as it invites all people to be in prayer for one another, The United Methodist Church, and the world. 


