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The elder extends her hands or his hands to God and says the words of the epiclesis, the 

invocation that the Holy Spirit will descend upon the bread and the cup and the people. 

 

And in our liturgy, this is our request: 

 

Make us one with Christ 

One with each other 

And one in ministry to all the world. 

 

In our time, a liturgy or a sermon about unity is under suspicion.  And yet this is our 

prayer.   

 

The unity of the church is for the sake of the mission.   

The unity of the church is a by-product of the mission. 

The mission of the church is derived from the nature of a missional God.  

The mission of God breaks down barriers and transcends languages. 

 

Make us one with Christ—this is faithfulness. 

Make us one with each other—this is unity 

Make us one in ministry to all the world—this is fruitfulness. 

 

United Methodists are by nature active and activist in our spirituality.  We open our 

hands and share what we have received.  But in this moment the United Methodist 

Church also extends her collective arms to the triune God.    

 

Whether we know it or not, we are the recipients of God’s mission.  We are in need of 

healing and hope.  We hunger and thirst for the gospel, for justice and righteousness.  

 

We are not an endless source or resource for a world of ever-expanding need.  

All of this is to say that the work of the Holy Spirit does sustain ordinary people, that is 

all of us, in our daily attempts to represent Christ wherever we are. 
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God is never without a witness.  And from the fruit of the earth God has provided.  

And God will provide.  

 

The faithfulness, unity and fruitfulness of the church form a whole.  We cannot be one 

without abiding in Jesus; we cannot be spirit-filled without loving our neighbor; we 

cannot experience revival as we sow divisions in the body. 

 

On behalf of the Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church, each of whom has 

made a promise to unify the church and to support the mission, I celebrate this 

bicentennial of Methodist mission.  Our predecessor bodies signify the ways we have 

not been faithful, or united, or fruitful.   

 

And yet through it all, there has been a treasure in this earthen vessel.  It is the grace of 

God, the sacrificial offerings poured out so that you and I might have faith.  It is the 

disruptive Holy Spirit that cannot be contained by any border or chalice or 

denomination.  It is God’s desire and promise to pour all the Spirit in all flesh. 

 

The bishops commit ourselves to pray for you, in these days.  And despite all 

appearances to the contrary, we are bold to pray: 

 

Make us one with Christ, 

One with each other, 

And one in ministry to all the world. 

 

Amen. 

 
Bishop +Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.  

President, Council of Bishops, The United Methodist Church 

 

 

 
 


