
Stones Prayer Center

Materials needed:

Medium size table
Bible (open to Joshua 4:5-8)
Table cloth
Candle
Tabletop waterfall 
Basket of rocks
Instruction sheet (see below)
Blank paper
Pens
Alive Now, Sept./Oct. 2000 issue (Stones theme) 

WHAT WILL THESE STONES TELL THE CHILDREN?

Joshua 4:5-7 (NRSV) 

Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the ark of the Lord your God into the middle of the Jordan, and each of you take
up a stone on his shoulder, one for each of the tribes of the Israelites so that this may be a sign among you. When your
children ask in time to come ‘What do those stones mean to you?’ then you shall tell them that the waters of the Jordan
were cut off in front of the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan
were cut off. So these stones shall be to the Israelites a memorial forever.” 

Listen to the water as it flows over the stones.

Imagine that you are at the River Jordan and these are the memorial stones . . . What will they tell the children?

What does your faith mean to you? Can you easily share this faith? 

Were there rocks along your faith journey?

Did you carry them with you?
Was your burden heavy?

When were you able to give them up and feel renewed?

Pick a stone from the basket – think of burdens you would like to give away.
This is an opportunity to name your pain.

And to put it into the fountain.
Leave it.

You are free.

There are additional “stone” stories and biblical passages mentioned in the copy of Alive Now (September/October
2000).

Prayer:
Patient God, you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. When we stumble, help us stand again. Make our
footing sure. Let us reach out to those around us that they may find their way safely.
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