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Romans 5:1-11 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in 
our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.  

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually 
dare to die. But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 
Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through 
him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through 
the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But 
more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
now received reconciliation.  

I. 

In our Christian tradition, there are few theological concepts more important or defining 

than justification by faith and the transformative power of God’s grace.  By our confession and 

baptism, we stand in the grace margin created for us by God.  We cannot earn this, force this, 

manipulate this, or engineer this.  All we can do is accept this.  But this in no way means our life 

of faith is passive.  God’s prevenient, justifying, and sanctifying grace are gifts freely given, but 

with the expectation that we will immerse ourselves completely and totally in the practice of the 

means of grace.  We do not engage in works of piety or works of mercy as a way to qualify for 

the grace freely given; but in response to such amazing grace, we live to discern and do God’s 

will. 



“since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand”.  Let us reflect together 

on the incredible message of this simple passage.  The grace in which we stand – the grace 

margin – provided to us by God, is a place of peace with God through Jesus Christ.  We are in 

this grace space.  This is not in question.  God justifies us by and through our faith.  This is 

already accomplished, already true.  But if this is true, why do we so often experience fear, 

anxiety, conflict, dissension and division?  Should not this justification bring us unity?  Shouldn’t 

our gratitude inspire us to extend God’s phenomenal grace to others?  From the grace margin, 

shouldn’t we share the gift freely given with everyone we meet? 

God’s grace indeed justifies us, but we are not always open to live fully in this gift.  Our 

humanness results in an incomplete engagement with God’s grace.  We believe in it, but as an 

abstract concept.  Perhaps it is simply too good to be true.  We struggle to receive something so 

valuable for which we have done nothing to deserve it.  And so, we cry “peace, peace, where 

there is no peace.” (Jeremiah 6:14)  How ironic that what our world most needs – a lasting and 

abiding peace – is what God so desperately wants to give us, but that we are unable to fully 

receive. 

“and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.”  Simply because we cannot fully 

grasp the fullness of God’s grace, and that we cannot fully comprehend the scope of our 

justification by faith, we do hold fast to the ideal; to the possibility.  We want to believe, and we 

cry out to God to help our unbelief. (Mark 9:24)  For the heart of our gospel is the hope Jesus 

brings into our world.  We commit our lives to sharing the glory of God, even when we fail to 

live up to its wondrous standard.  We DO believe that God’s grace is unmerited and undeserved.  

We DO believe that it is freely given.  And we DO believe that it is given that we might know 

and experience the finest kind of peace.  Yet, we struggle so hard to LIVE it.  But we have 

glimpsed the power of God’s grace, and so we boast of the fantastic gift we have received; we 

boast that there is no greater gift possible in this life.  We boast because we understand at the 

deepest level the incredible value of this gift. 



II. 

“And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not 

disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that 

has been given to us.”  Paul proceeds to extend the realm of boasting to include the costs of 

God’s grace in addition to its value.  To seek to honestly and obediently know and do the will of 

God means that we will set aside personal goals and desires, comforts and enjoyments, dreams 

and commitments.  A true Christian witness opens us to ridicule and close scrutiny.  People will 

look to see any inconsistency; any whiff of hypocrisy.  Living the justified life authentically 

means we will speak truth to power, will defend the weak and vulnerable, will place personal 

safety lower than standing by our principles, and going where the gospel most needs to be 

shared.  This puts at risk our comfort, safety and security. 

But Paul offers a wonderful encouragement.  Yes, we will suffer and sacrifice, but that 

will build endurance.  We will build spiritual and psychological muscle; we will gain experience 

that enables us to do more and more.  And this builds character.  As time goes by, we focus less 

and less on what we have given up, and come to celebrate what we have gained.  As the glory of 

all we have received sinks in, we become ever more hopeful and hope-filled.  And through this 

dawning hope comes the ability to introduce others to the saving grace and justification of God.  

Even though we give up much, we are not disappointed, because what we gain is so much more.  

We become filled with God’s Holy Spirit, and others comes to know “love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control,” (Galatians 5:22-23) in ways they 

have never experienced before.  We who have been justified are also sanctified – and we begin 

living differently in the world.  Peace, which eludes us and often remains an abstraction, 

suddenly becomes central to everything we say and do. 

“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might 

actually dare to die. But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died 

for us.”  Paul reminds us that justification by faith is not an event, but a process.  Christ’s act on 

the cross ushered in a new relationship with God, a tipping point that opened to door to all 



people.  Human beings did nothing to merit God’s gift.  In fact, there is good evidence that most 

humans were not even trying.  This made no difference to God.  Try as we might, we will fail to 

find a logical, defensible reason for God to do what God did.  The fact that Jesus died for a 

sinful, unrepentant, undeserving world is nothing short of miraculous.  It makes no sense.  It is, 

in its purest sense, the definition of “unconditional love.” 

“Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved 

through him from the wrath of God.”  Paul draws a remarkable line in the sand, challenging us to 

shift our focus.  Justification shifts our attention away from the “wrath of God,” to our salvation 

– what we have been saved FOR more than what we have been saved FROM.  Too often, 

Christians become fixated on sin and brokenness and judgement.  Justification by faith brings 

into central focus grace, forgiveness, love, and hope.  The energy is diverted from negative to 

positive.  What might have happened to us dying in our sin is no longer important.  What will 

happen to us as we live together in the justifying grace of God is now the main focus. 

III. 

“For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, 
much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But more than that, we 
even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation.”  

It should not be difficult for us to relate to the ill will between Jews and Gentiles; 
Jerusalem and Rome.  Deep hatreds, resentments, injuries, offenses, and humiliations defined 
these relationships.  In many respects, these differences appear irreconcilable.  The divisions 
were too great; the wounds too deep.  Yet, as Paul later reflects in Romans, “If God is for us, who 
is against us?” (Romans 8:31)  The reconciling power of God is greater than any and all of our 
divisions.  Those who have received the grace of God through justification are reconciled 
through this love. 

The current cultural reality in the world is very adversarial and contentious.  In politics, 
in business, even in education and the church, people choose sides and polarize around issues.  It 
sometimes seems as though people looks for things to disagree about.  And when we find issues 
that cause disagreement, it often seems we choose very hurtful and disruptive ways to address 
them.  Where is God’s grace in a world defined in terms of “us” – the good people – and “them” 
– the enemy? 



What an amazing word from Paul, “while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son.”  Reconciliation is not determined by agreement.  It is not 
conditional upon negotiated terms.  It is not about diplomacy, mediation, or contracts.  In the 
grand tradition of sacred covenant, God has acted, and by God’s grace and Spirit, the 
reconciliation has already happened!  Can we believe this? 

Our political leaders operate under an illusion of power and control.  Men and women 
make decisions that impact millions of lives.  Basic human rights are jeopardized.  Fragile and 
vulnerable people suffer oppression, torture, and exile.  Countries are ravaged by wars.  Civil 
unrest and partisan politics drive wedges deeper between “sides.”  We are sorely tested to 
remember that “we walk by faith, not by sight.” (2 Corinthians 5:7)  As a people of prayer, we 
pray for peace, but we too often give in to doubts and frustrations.  We believe in our hearts, but 
we can’t deny what we see with our eyes. 

Not everything happens on our time schedule, however.  God is bringing all of creation to 
unity and reconciliation, but we must accept this gift.  Peace on earth takes time.  Human beings 
are always in a process of becoming the people God needs us to be.  A stunning example is the 
current situation between North and South Korea, and the involvement of many world powers, 
including the United States.  The Korean Peninsula has been divided by war and politics since 
1945, with periods of deep hostility and aggression, and very different forms of government.  As 
years passed, many despaired that peace might ever be attained.  On April 27 of this year, the 
world witnessed what many believed impossible, when the Panmunjom Declaration was signed 
by the Democratic People's of Republic Korea's (DPRK) Kim Jong-un and the Republic of 
Korea's Moon Jae-in during the 2018 inter-Korean Summit.  This is a significant stride forward 
to reconciliation and lasting peace.  The agreement promises there will be no more war on the 
Korean Peninsula.  It calls for the restoration of bloodlines torn apart by war and division.  It 
offers a powerful vision:  

“South and North Korea agreed to encourage more active cooperation, exchanges, visits 
and contacts at all levels in order to rejuvenate the sense of national reconciliation and 
unity. Between South and North, two sides will encourage the atmosphere of amity and 
cooperation by actively staging various joint events on the dates that hold special 
meaning for both South and North Korea, such as June 15, in which participants from all 
levels, including central and local governments, parliaments, political parties and civil 
organizations, will be involved. On the international front, two sides agreed to 
demonstrate their collective wisdom, talents and solidarity by jointly participating in 
international sports events such as the 2018 Asian Games.” 

Many people around the world cannot fully conceive what a huge advance this is.  The 

two Koreas are committing to become one – despite years of animosity, violence, aggression, 
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oppression, insult, injury, hateful accusations, and conflicting values.  Leaders are placing family, 

ethnicity, heritage, national identity, and historic loyalty ahead of political posturing, 

gamesmanship, and opposing goals.  That which unites is acknowledged as more important and 

more powerful than that which divides.  Our United Methodist Church could learn much from 

this timely miracle. 

Millions of prayers have been offered to God for the healing of Korea, North and South.  

These prayers have been ecumenical and inter-faith.  They have been offered by priests, pastors, 

preachers, lay people, from the oldest residents that still remember pre-World War II Korea, to 

young children than have never known anything but a divided homeland.  God has been at work. 

Enemies can become friends; families and friends torn apart by war can be reunited; and 

a nation destroyed by violence and dissension can be reconciled and healed.  And beyond this, by 

grace, forgiveness, mercy, and love, all people can come to know peace.  This is the hope offered 

through our Christian faith.  We are justified, and through this justification we are prepared to be 

the people God needs us to be.  We become stewards of the manifold gifts and mysteries of 

God’s grace.  We accept the responsibility to join together in Christ’s work: “For he is our peace; 

in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the 

hostility between us.” 

IV. 

Christ is our peace.  Christ does not bring peace.  Christ is not the source of our peace.  

Peace is not a choice we make.  Justified by faith, we receive the grace God alone can give, and 

peace is our new reality.  Can we support violence?  Can we glory in weapons?  Can we sow 

seeds of division and schism?  Can we do anything that causes conflict, dissension, or injury?  

No, once we are in Christ, we are a new creation – a creation of peace. (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

In a world steeped in economic inequality, threats of war and violence, political 

oppression and abuses of power, we need to hold fast to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Our faith is 

the bedrock upon which our individual and collective identity is built.  Baptism is more than a 

symbolic ritual; it is the essential act of unity and commitment – what God does for us in baptism 

cannot be undone by human agency.  When we decide that our baptized brothers and sisters are 



not acceptable to be part of God’s family and God’s kingdom, we do egregious violence to the 

work and will of God.  When we deny the worth of men and women to receive the sacrament of 

communion based on arbitrary conditions – biblical, or otherwise – we prove that we do not 

understand the covenant of which we desire to be a part.  By our confession, by God’s redeeming 

love in Christ Jesus, by our communal acts of devotion and worship, we truly are made one with 

Christ, one with each other, and one in service to all of God’s creation.  We may not always like 

each other, we may not always agree; and in fact, we may hold significant and serious 

differences in our understanding of the authority of scripture and theology, but this is irrelevant.  

What God joins together, no human being should tear apart. 

We must continue to pray for peace in our world.  The miracle we are witnessing in 

Korea is an inspiration: if it can happen there, it can happen in Israel-Palestine, Syria, 

Afghanistan, Yemen, South Sudan, anywhere in the world devastated by division and violence.  

And if it will continue to happen in the world, it must happen in the church.  We are witnesses to 

the truth of the gospel.  If we are justified by faith, if we are saved by grace, if we are reconciled 

in peace, and stewards of the fruit of the Holy Spirit, then we must lead.  We must show others 

the way.  By how we speak, by how we act, by how we treat one another, and by the very way 

we live our lives, we either validate or deny the truth of God in Jesus Christ.  It is the ideal time 

for us to step up and model faith, hope, and love, for a world desperate for peace. 


