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With  KCF of N. Korea ‘s Delegates 
At Bongsu Church, Pyongyang 

My First trip to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea): 

Heartbreaking Experience of Separation and Division! 

 
In the Book of Resolution of the UMC, “United Methodist supports Peace and Reconciliation in the  Korean 

Peninsula”. In accordance with this resolution, the Committee on Peace of the Korean Association of the 

United Methodist Church has been supporting humanitarian projects for the past 15 years in North  

Korean such as the bread and noodle factory in Pyongyang, the capital of North Korea and building a youth 

center and pig farm in Rajin in the rural part of N. Korea to feed children and young adults. 

 

                                 When I shared that I was visiting North Korea over the  

        summer 2015, people asked if I originally came from North  

        Korea. In actuality, I was invited to visit North Korea this  

        past summer as vice president of the peace committee  

        along with five other executive members (all of us were  

        clergy). 

 

        The main purpose of our trip to North Korea (August 12 to  

        August 19, 2015) was to celebrate the 70th anniversary of  

      the Korean peninsula's liberation from the Japanese colonial rule which 

lasted from 1910-1945, worshiping at Bongsu Church in Pyongyang, and to establish a mission partnership 

with the Korean Christian Federation of North Korea which is the official Protestant organization of N. Korea. 

 

The opening ceremony of the 70th anniversary of  

independence was held in the Baekdu Mountain with 

more than 600 Koreans from North Korea and around 

the world. We visited several historical and cultural 

sites over the three days and ended the event at the 

Panmunjum and Demilitarized Zone which still divides 

the Korean Peninsula. During my visit to North Korea, 



my husband Jin and my son Micah were visiting Jin’s sick mother in South Korea. We made a sad joke about 

my standing at the JSA (Joint Security Area) on North Korea’s Panmunjom side and that if Micah, my 4 year 

old son, called me “Mommy” from the South Korea’s Panmunjom side which is less than 0.2 miles apart,  

I would just run to Micah to give him a hug. I wouldn’t care that there are soldiers with guns on both sides of 

the Panmunjom, ready to shot at any moving target that crosses on the border. A heart-wrenching reminder 

that these two countries are still at a state of war. And as such, I would be unreachable while I was in North 

Korea for 8 days. And while in North Korea, I could call anywhere in the world but not South Korea hence Jin 

and Micah would not be able to hear anything about my status while I was there. This is how I experienced 

separation and division. In my case, it was only 8 days of separation from my family by choice, but I could not 

begin to imagine the millions people who have been  

unwillingly separated from their family for 65 years. And the  

unfortunate fact is that the division of the Korean peninsula 

was not by what is now North and South Koreas, but by other 

countries propelled by their own geo-political  

agendas. I am of the strong belief that it is a great injustice and 

even sin for more than 10 million Korean families  

separated; who have yet to meet; yet to know whether their 

loved ones are even alive. 

 

The worship experience at the Bongsu Church in Pyongyang on Sunday, Aug 16th was very touching not just 

because the church sanctuary looked clean and modern with a large screen, great sound system, and large 

choir, but because there were actual North Korean (Christians) worshipping with our delegation. In addition 

to us, there were also about 20 other visitors from Netherlands and they even sang “What a Friend We Have 

in Jesus” in Korean. Since August 16th was the day after the national holiday of the 70th anniversary of  

Independence Day, the sermon was mainly about the urgent need of reunification of the Korean peninsula. 

The service was more of a traditional style 

with prayer, congregational (old) hymn sing-

ing, and special music by the choir, message, 

offertory, and benediction. Our group was 

led by an associate pastor from church to be 

seated at the front pew for worship but I 

had been hoping I could request to seat 

among the congregation.    

 

Meeting with the delegates from Korean Christian Federation of North Korea went pretty smooth with the 

discussion of building a long term relationship, Christian/religious exchange between North Korea and the 

U.S, and establishing a mission partnership to support North Koreans. 

Bongsu Church Choir 
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The best part of my trip was meeting with the local Korean  

people, traveling around the beautiful scenic landscapes of the 

Northern part of Korea. Most people I met including people on 

the streets, subway, at Baekdu Mountain,  

several different restaurants, gift stores, and  

house visit; in my eyes, seemed happy and  

healthy emotionally and mentally in the midst  

of living in the lack of economic resources.  

Although my personal impression and experience about North Korea were great in terms  

of having an opportunity to learn about its people, religion, philosophy, history, and culture,  

my heartbroken experiences of division continue as I return (safely) to my new home in the U.S.  

 

I used to believe that the Korean reunification is a part of God’s call to 

work for peace in the world, and now I am convinced even more 

strongly after my first visit to N. Korea; that it is not a personal calling 

but the a call for every Christian. Instead of spending billions of money 

on weaponry, sales of arms and war exercises each year, we as Chris-

tians, must pursue the ways to change our international policy or  

whatever obstacles that stand in the way to establishing a Korea Peace 

Treaty and ending the Korean War NOW.  

 

I lift up the famous passage from Isaiah 2:4 as my prayer: “Lord, settle 

things fairly between nations. Make things right between many peoples. 

Turn their swords into shovels, their spears into hoes. No more will  

nation fight nation; they won’t play war anymore and settle things fairly 

between nations”. 

 

Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace, hear our heart-felt prayer. We desire to walk in your path of peace. Grant us the 

strength, courage and humility to voice the injustice inflicted on the millions of separated Korean families. 

       Lord, help us to feel their pain and sorrow so that we may heed  

         your call to be peacemakers. Help us to be an  

          instrument of love, not war, so that your  

           kingdom cometh and your will be done  

           here on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.  

 

           Rev. Kay Kyeongah Woo 
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