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Core is designed to help teenagers discover their value and worth as God’s children and empower them to 
reach their full potential in faithfully following Jesus Christ. 

The resource consists of two 4-week studies, Dig In and All In. Each study includes a leader guide, small-
group content, journal pages, and a video introduction for each session. 

All In 

All In encourages students to 
own their past experiences and 
commit to building a greater 
understanding of their identity 
in Christ. By exploring their 
gifts and passions, they’ll gain 
confidence in sharing their 
unique self with the world.

DIG IN
Dig In explores the journey 
inward, as teens begin to 
“dig in” and peel off the 
layers of past expectations, 
lies and experiences. The 
study encourages them to 
form strong and healthy 
relationships with God and 
with others. 

The Groove Bible study series invites teens to learn the essentials of their 
faith, own their story, and engage the world in serving Jesus. Each topical 

study consists of four weekly sessions that are easy to lead and relate to life issues teens face. 
With up to 48 weeks available, Groove is great for Sunday and mid-week gatherings for both 
large and small groups as well as retreats. 

The leader guide contains everything needed to lead teens through a Groove study including teaching outlines, 
leader notes, Bible background, reflections, and parent communication. The student journal contains session-
specific questions, background information, and daily devotions for each session.

Connect. Own.
Reveal. Empower.

AVAILABLENOW!

Learn More at youthministrypartners.com

www.youthministrypartners.com


I
N EVERY ISSUE OF INTERPRETER, I HOPE YOU FIND 
SOMETHING THAT LEADS YOU TO CELEBRATE THE UNITED 
METHODIST CONNECTION. WHETHER IT IS A MINISTRY 
EMPHASIS EXPLAINED OR AN IDEA FOR NURTURE OR 

OUTREACH SHARED OR A STORY THAT INSPIRES, I HOPE YOU 
READ SOMETHING THAT BRINGS YOU JOY IN BEING A PART OF 
A WORLDWIDE CHURCH IN WHICH WE TOGETHER SEEK TO MAKE 
DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF 
THE WORLD.

However, while we seek to include articles in every issue to increase 
understanding of what it means to be United Methodist, every four years we produce 
one that celebrates our connectedness, that celebrates ministries that would be 
difficult for most single congregations to undertake, that celebrates the ways in which 
we support one another.

That’s the issue you are holding. So grab your favorite beverage (put on a party 
hat if you like) and spend the next few minutes celebrating what it means to be United 
Methodist!

And while we are celebrating ... we want to share news of the awards that 
Interpreter recently received from the Religion Communicators Council. Presenting its 
DeRose-Hinkhouse Awards in New York City in late March, the interfaith organization 
recognized the Interpreter team (Kathy Noble, Barbara Dunlap-Berg, Joey Butler, 
Kathleen Barry, Mike DuBose and Tim Tanton) with an award of excellence for the 
March-April 2015 issue on the Bible; Barry with an award of excellence for the cover 
photograph “Wrapped in Love: Congregational Care” on the July-August 2015 cover; 
and Myca Alford with a certificate of merit for her integrated marketing campaign for 
the magazine. 

Other honors that went to United Methodist Communications colleagues 
included awards of merit to Sam Hodges, specialized writing, “Trending Local: The 
Growing Role of Local Pastors in The United Methodist Church” and Darby Jones, 
Poonam Patodia, Dunlap-Berg, Noble, Diane Degnan and Andrew Schleicher, MyCom 
e-newsletter. Other certificates of merit went to Barry, single black-and-white photo, 
“Held in Prayer;” DuBose, color photo series, “A Look at Local Pastors” and Fran 
Coode Walsh, entertainment/inspirational video, “Blessings Flow at River Church.”

Happy reading!
Kathy Noble, Editor
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COVER PHOTOS: (From left) Merv Limboc helps with relief efforts in the wake of 
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For 35 years, Pockets has been a resource for Sunday-
school and parents to teach children about God’s 
love. Each issue includes stories, poems, games, 
mission-focused activities, daily scripture readings, 
non-fiction features, and contributions from children 
who read the magazine.

$3.50 Cover Price

$1.50 Your Price
10 copies of each issue ($15.00)
20 copies of each issue ($29.00)

Call 800.972.0433 TODAY 
and ask for offer A6ET10

(A minimum order of 10 copies per issue is required and must 
ship to a single address.) Eleven issues annually.

pockets.upperroom.org
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United we help millions

A
t United Methodist 
Communications, 
we are excited about 
General Conference 

2016! Exciting things happen 
in four-year cycles that we 
see this year – the Olympics, 
the U.S. presidential election 
and The United Methodist 
Church’s General Conference. 
Each quadrennium, we come 
together as United Methodists 
for the opportunity to cele-
brate where we’ve been and 
where the Holy Spirit will lead 
us next. Being with thousands 
of other leaders and members 
of our church has the power 
to reenergize us and fortify 
our faith as we discern God’s 
calling for the future of the 
denomination.

If you are reading this 
issue of Interpreter while at 
General Conference, it is likely 
that throughout Portland, 
Oregon, you’ve seen a series of 
ads with the theme “United we 
help millions.” You may have 
seen the advertisements in 

the airport, on city light poles, 
hanging from the ceiling of 
the Oregon Convention Center 
or even plastered to the side 
of the city’s mass transit light 
rail, the MAX. The ads are in 
place to welcome delegates to 
General Conference, as well 
as to reach out to the broader 
Portland community with an 
invitation to join in the mean-
ingful work that God is doing 
through The United Method-
ist Church.

The ads, which comple-
ment the current advertis-
ing campaign in the United 
States, highlight a number of 
ways that The United Meth-
odist Church helps millions of 
people globally. 

United we help millions 
find their faith. United we help 
millions find 
hope. United we 
save millions 
of lives from 
malaria. United 
we help millions 
thrive.

The message is clear: 
united – with God’s grace and 
with each other in faith – we 
accomplish much. 

In recent history, The 
United Methodist Church 
has helped with both early 
response teams and long-term 
recovery in the Charleston, 
South Carolina, flooding in 
October 2015. The church has 
helped as a global partner in 
the fight against malaria – a 
fight that in the past five years 
has brought a significant re-
duction in the child mortality 
rate. The church has helped 
meet basic needs for food, 
clothing, shelter, education 
and health care for Syrian ref-
ugees seeking new homes in 
Europe and the United States. 
In our communities across the 

globe, our local 
churches provide 
a community and 
place in which to 
grow in faith, but 
we also serve the 
need in our neigh-

borhoods – providing meals, 
shelter, education, health care, 
support groups and so much 
more. These are a few of the 
many ways the people of The 
United Methodist Church are 
serving locally and globally 
throughout the world.

So what is the next great 
thing that we do as United 
Methodists? 

By the end of General Con-
ference, we will have set goals 
for the next quadrennium by 
asking where God is leading 
us. As one denomination, The 
United Methodist Church has 
a legacy of bringing God’s love 
to millions around the world. I 
am excited to see where we go, 
standing unified and together, 
as we continue our mission 
of making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation 
of the world.

Dan P. R. Krause is general 
secretary of United Methodist 
Communications and publisher 
of Interpreter. 
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Central Conference  
Pensions

• Eligible UMC clergy  
have a retirement benefit

• $25 million raised— 
sustaining future  
pension payments

• 2,916 receiving benefits 

Your donations and pledges 
made this possible—Thank you!

Sustainable  
Benefits

• Eligible UMC clergy have 
lifetime benefits 

• Pension assets—approx. 
$20 billion—sustaining  
future benefit payments

• 92,000 participants 

Caring for clergy and lay workers
Pensi

Sustainable  
Investing

• Wespath Investment 
Management division— 
a force for change 

• Active ownership— 
corporate engagement

• Investing for  
a sustainable future

Global investor—Global impact

UMNS

Repeats prayer
I just finished reading “Reflections” 

and the “We Asked-You Said” section 
(Jan/Feb). My first reaction was to send 
off a hasty response, but I spent some 
time in prayer and reflection. I’m not an 
angry person until someone promotes 
something I feel goes against biblical 
principles. I recognize I am a sinner, 
saved by the blood of Jesus. I then re-
flected on Moses’ discovery of the sinful 
actions of God’s chosen when he returned 
from the mountain having received God’s 
10 commandments. Moses had barely left 
(them) when they turned against (God) 

and began living lives of 
lust, idolatry and sinful 
revelry. LGBT people (are) 
human beings, but I believe 
this lifestyle should not 
be taught in the pulpits as 
an acceptable way of life 
in the eyes of God. I stand 
with Chuck Buss and repeat his prayer as 
my own, “My hope and prayer is that The 
UMC obeys the Bible, not the opinion of 
many.”
Jerry Broad, Alpena (Michigan) UMC

King might protest
I read with interest, 

respect and appreciation 
Bishop Woodie White’s let-
ter to the great civil rights 
leader (Jan/Feb). It might 
even prompt me to begin 
writing my own! Yet, as I 
finished the second page, 

I began to remember that Dr. King was 
about more than race. He was for justice 
and equality, evidenced by his opposition 
to the Vietnam War and his advocacy for 
sanitation workers on the night he was 
gunned down. I believe today he might be 
leading protests in North Carolina and 
Georgia and wherever bigotry and intoler-
ance rear their ugly heads – perhaps, even 
at our own General Conference.
(The Rev.) Kenneth L. Faught, St. Mark 
UMC, Knoxville, Tennessee

Reflections
A Forum for Readers

WE WANT 
MAIL!

Interpreter welcomes Letters to the Editor related to the content of the magazine or other issues 
of interest to United Methodists. Letters should be limited to 150 words and include the writer’s 
name, local church, city and state. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. Send letters to 
interpreter@umcom.org or Interpreter, P. O. Box 320, Nashville, TN 37202-0320.

EAR MARTIN:
I wish this birthday letter might be more pos-

itive than the one I wrote last year. It is not! Our 
nation’s racial climate has gotten worse rather 
than better! A political rhetoric of divisive and 
hate-fi lled speech pollutes the atmosphere. To our 
struggle against racism and its negative impact on 
American life and legacy is added growing xeno-
phobia, nativism and even religious intolerance. 
Sadly, too many of our political and would-be po-
litical leaders are exploiting fears, prejudices and 
insecurities in the face of increased worldwide 
terrorism.

Lady Liberty in the harbor must fi nd it diffi -
cult not to weep as she lifts her lamp beside the 
golden door and invites, “Give me your tired, your 
poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe 
free. ...” 

On Dec. 6, 2015, we marked the 150th anniver-
sary of the ratifi cation of the 13th amendment to 
the United States Constitution. This amendment, 
which declares slavery illegal in the nation, is a 
reminder both of the high cost of racism – and of 
the nation’s efforts to correct its wrongs. America 
is still engaged in this effort, but there are those 
who remain committed to a racially and ethnical-
ly divided nation. They will fail! 

I was hopeful that the emergence of the idea 
“Black Lives Matter” might elevate both the 
conversation and the consciousness in our quest 
to address ongoing issues of race in America. The 
recent rash of deaths of unarmed, young black 
men in encounters with police provides the op-
portunity for renewed and serious engagement of 
our unfi nished work as a nation. However, this is 
not the only indication that the nation needs to be 
reminded that “Black Lives Matter.”

Martin, your heart would break, as does 
mine, at the violent deaths of young black men in 
community after community. These deaths are 
becoming so commonplace that some communi-
ties seem resigned to them. They are a tragedy too 
little addressed.

Each year, retired United Methodist Bishop Woodie W. White writes a “birthday letter” to the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in which he offers his perspective on the state of race relations, 
particularly in the United States. White, now bishop-in residence at Candler School of Theology 
at Emory University in Atlanta, was the fi rst general secretary of the General Commission on 
Religion and Race of The United Methodist Church.

      A Letter to 
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

Bishop Woodie White
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The Martin Luther King, Jr. memorial in Wash-
ington stands near the area where King gave 
his “I Have A Dream” speech.
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First United Methodist Church | 116 NE Perry Ave, Peoria, IL 61603 | 309-673-3641 | info@fumcpeoria.org | www.fumcpeoria.org | 
Directing pastor: Rev. Bob Phillips | Average Attendance: 787 | Illinois Great Rivers Conference 

AT A GLANCE 

Unionville United Methodist Church | 110 North 19th, Unionville, MO 63565 | 660-947-2270 | uumc@nemr.net | 
Rev. Homer Poor | Average Attendance: 56 | Missouri Conference

AT A GLANCE 

Success Stories From Local Churches

It Worked for Us
Brats for college seniors

M
ore than 700 
grilled brats were 
eaten by Brad-
ley University 

seniors in a three-hour period 
and let’s not forget the chips 
and drinks that accompanied 
the brats cradled in hot dog 
buns.

Each spring, members 
of First United Methodist 
Church in Peoria, Illinois, 
watched as some 400 students 
walked by during their tradi-
tional Senior Walk. Some were 
part of a pub crawl, stopping at 

every bar and restaurant along 
the route. Among the walkers 
were students who had volun-
teered in the church’s Loaves 
and Fish Ministry while in 
college. The church wanted to 
extend hospitality and thanks 
to the young adults. 

“We were thinking about 
how do we create safety and a 
safe space for them,” said the 
Rev. Carrie Carnes, associate 
pastor of worship and congre-
gational care. “So, we wanted 
to offer food and conversa-
tion.” 

The Brats for Bradley 
Ministry to the seniors began 
eight years ago to thank the 
students who served in the 
Loaves and Fish program. 
Loaves and Fish is open to 
the community on Saturdays. 
Students are among the volun-
teers who feed more than 400 
people, distribute goods from 
the food pantry and assist in a 
clothes give away. 

Carnes said the idea of 
Loaves and Fish brewed 
almost 20 years ago when a 
nearby Catholic church had 

a fire and could not provide 
hot meals to those who were 
unhoused. They asked First 
Church to help them, and the 
congregation agreed. “We have 
partnered with other church-
es, fraternities, sororities and 
many volunteers got involved,” 
said Carnes. 

The Senior Walk will be 
May 12 this year. The church 
plans to get out the grill and 
provide brats again for the 
students. 

Fostering Hope to children

W
hile many of us 
sleep, chil-
dren who are 
neglected by 

their parents are being placed 
in foster homes in the middle 
of the night. Sometimes the 
foster parents do not have 
time to gather the items the 
children need.

“The children are hungry; 
some have no clothes and 
some have dirty diapers,” said 
Ruth Hines, evangelism chair 
at Unionville United Method-
ist Church in Missouri. The 
church decided to help. 

The idea sprouted in Octo-
ber 2015 during an evangelism 
committee meeting. One of 
the members suggested filling 

backpacks with diapers, baby 
bottles, pacifiers, shampoo, lo-
tion, pajamas/onesies and oth-
er items babies and children 
need during the first 12 hours 
of being in foster homes. Kylie 
Garr, a youth at the church, 
suggested the name for the 
ministry: Fostering Hope.

The sewing group put their 
talents to work and made the 
backpacks. Another member 
embroidered “Fostering Hope” 
on each one. Volunteers fill the 
backpacks according to ages: 
newborns to 10 years old. Once 
they are filled, the local Divi-
sion of Family Services picks 
up the backpacks and delivers 
them to the foster families. 

Hines said the church sup-

port has been over-
whelming. Mem-
bers gave money and 
clothes and volun-
teered their time 
for Fostering Hope. 
The community also 
wanted to help and 
got involved.

The next step in Fostering 
Hope will be to reach out to 
the foster parents, invite them 
to the church once a month to 
share a meal, play games and 
get to know one another. 

“This also gives us an 
opportunity to invite them for 
worship,” Hines said. “We are 
always looking for ways to be 
missional. We want to lead 
others to Christ.” 

Leaders of Fostering Hope include 
(back row, from left) Rita Ingersoll, 
Evangelism Committee member, 
the Rev. Homer Poor, Ruth Hines, 
Evangelism Committee chairman; 
(front row, from left) Connie Kinne, 
key program organizer; Kylie Garr, 
youth who named the program; 
and Cheryl Smejkal, key program 
organizer.
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“It Worked for Us” is written by Christine 
Kumar, a freelance writer and adminis-
trator, Baltimore Metropolitan District, 
Baltimore-Washington Conference. Send 
story ideas to interpreter@umcom.org. 
Find more “It Worked for Us” at Interpreter 
OnLine, www.interpretermagazine.org.



MY MISSION 

OUR MISSION 
is to prepare students to do good

in the church and across the world. 

...is to mobilize Christians, 
particularly Christians of color, 
to face the cataclysmic reality 
of climate change.”

—Mariama White-Hammond
    MDiv ‘17  

...is to build and sustain Christian 
communities to support people 
on all stages of their spiritual 
and religious journeys.”

—Nico Romeijn-Stout 
    MDiv ‘15 

...is to help Korea deal with 
issues of social justice and 
interfaith confl ict, and to serve 
the world that hopes for peace.”

—Seunggoo Han
    MTS‘15, STM’16 

MY MISSION

 » BU.EDU/STH

www.bu.edu/sth


Success Stories From Local Churches

It Worked for Us
Ginger’s birthday party bash

L
ast year, Ginger 
celebrated her 12th 
birthday on June 21, 
and all the kids from 

Sunday school were invited. 
Ginger is an Australian Shep-
herd and Labrador mix. She is 
a kid-friendly dog. 

“We celebrate her birthday 
every year with cake (shaped 
like a dog), ice cream and 
games,” said her owner, the 
Rev. John Grimsted, pastor 
of Eagle United Methodist 
Church in Idaho. Grimsted 

said the idea came after his 
father-in-law talked about 
someone he knew who loved 
his dog so much that he had 
birthday parties for him. 

“Ginger is calm and 
friendly,” said Grimsted. “She 
loves to hang out with the kids 
and is well liked and loved by 
them.” 

While Ginger got attention 
from more than 20 children, 
ages 5-11, who attended her 
party, the kids also had fun 
playing games like fetch, poop 

the deck, snake in the grass 
and dress-up relay. 

According to the invita-
tion, Ginger did not want pres-
ents as she would bury them 
and forget where they are. 
The invitation suggested each 
child bring one dollar to offset 
the cost of the party and ask 
their parents to come and help 
for the two-hour celebration. 

In June, Ginger will be 13 
years old and plans to cele-
brate her birthday again with 
her young church friends. 

The church hosts activities 
for the children all year round: 
balloon bash where kids hunt 
for hidden balloons all over 
the sanctuary, movie night, 
sleep over in the church and 
other fun events. 

Health care professionals honored 
at worship service

I
t was not a health care 
convention that Sunday 
that drew physicians, 
nurses and other medical 

professionals to the church. 
They had been invited to the 
four worship services to be 
honored for saving lives. 

On Sunday, April 3, Wesley 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church in High Point, North 
Carolina, showed appreciation 
to more than 100 health care 
professionals; 80 were mem-
bers of the Wesley Memorial 
congregation. The worship 
music and liturgy centered on 
physical and spiritual healing. 

“Doctors have gifts given 
by God that can be used to help 
heal people. It’s a calling,” said 
the Rev. Jared Stine, associate 
pastor of Wesley Memorial. 

Duke Divinity School and 
Duke Medical School invited 
the church to join with them 
in a special project called 
“Reimagining Health Collab-
orative,” a project of their “Ini-
tiative on Theology, Medicine 
and Culture.” Stine and other 
church leaders attended the 
meetings and were impressed. 

Stine said much of medi-
cine deals with death, new life, 
hope, waiting and patience. In 
health care, modern medicine 
dominates. Stine wanted to 
emphasize that God is a healer 
who takes what is broken and 
mends it. He said God works 
through health care profes-
sionals to bring hope and heal-
ing to those who are in pain in 
the hospitals. 

In his sermon, Stine 

preached from Luke 6:1-11, 
where Jesus heals the man 
with the withered hand. 
“Healthcare professionals are 
called to partner with Jesus 
and share in the healing work 
of the ministry of the church,” 
he said. 

Men and women received a 
hand blessing during Com-
munion when clergy poured 
water on their hands. 

“Having the pastor wash 
my hands was humbling. It 
reinforces that we are here to 
serve,” said Dr. Keith Miller. 

As the service ended, 
the congregation offered a 
prayer of blessing to all the 
physicians, nurses and other 
medical personnel. “We want 
to build better partnerships 
with clinicians in our 

community, and this is our 
first step,” said Stine. 

The health care 
professionals each received 
a book, The Healer’s Calling: 
A Spirituality for Physicians 
and Other Health Care 
Professionals, by Daniel P. 
Sulmasy, O.F.M., M.D.

Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church | 1225 Chestnut Drive, High Point, NC 27262 | 336-884-2204 | webmaster@wesleymemorial.org | 
www.wesleymemorial.org | Senior Pastor: Rev. Al Ward | Average Attendance: 479 | Western North Carolina Conference

Eagle United Methodist Church | 651 N. Eagle Rd., Eagle, ID 83616 | 208-939-0108 | info@eagleumc.com | www.eagleumc.com | 
Rev. John Grimsted | Average Attendance: 207 | Oregon-Idaho Conference

AT A GLANCE 

AT A GLANCE 

Ginger’s guests gather for the 
dog’s 12th birthday bash in 2015.
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A blessing and handwashing 
were offered to each worker 
when the health care profes-
sionals were honored at Wesley 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church.
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PROTECTING THE 
GRE TER GOOD

As the nation’s leading insurer of religious institutions, we offer 

our policyholders access to the industry’s most robust network 

of strategic connections. Our partnerships offer the specialized 

insight and services you need to succeed in your mission — and 

you can’t get them anywhere else. When it comes to protecting 

your people, your property and the traditions you hold dear, 

you’ll fi nd we’re more than an insurer. We’re a partner who 

helps you serve the greater good.

Make a strategic connection today. 

Call (800) 554-2642 or visit www.churchmutual.com.

© 2016 Church Mutual Insurance Company

Church Mutual is a trusted insurer of United Methodist churches.

* *  Church Mutual is the only religious insurance specialist 
to be named to the prestigious 2015 Ward’s 50 Top 
Performing Property & Casualty Insurers.

cmu006524_GreaterGood_Interp.indd   1 1/19/16   10:17 AM
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Database helps readers 
find books by gender, 
color, topic

Are you reading MyCom?

M
yCom,” a free electronic newsletter from United 
Methodist Communications, provides ideas and 
solutions to use now. Among the articles in the 
current issue are:

 » 6 simple solutions for event registration
 » Should I be using silly emoji in church communications?
 » Innovative ways to encourage people to pray.

Published monthly, “MyCom” offers pastors, staff and other 
church leaders tips and 
videos on church com-
munications, outreach, 
worship and new tech-
nology. See past articles 
and subscribe at www.
umcom.org/mycom.

Interpreter staff 

H
ave you or someone 
you know ever felt 
like 11-year-old 
Marley Dias who, as 

a sixth-grade African-Amer-
ican girl, was “sick of reading 
books about white boys and 
dogs?” Children’s books with 
female protagonists and pro-
tagonists of color may seem 
few and far between. However, 
many are available. Finding 
them is the issue. 

The General Board of 
Church and Society has made 
it easier. A new search tool will 
find books by title, ethnicity, 
gender and age of the main 
characters or topic. A simple 
search can help find the per-
fect book for your situation.

On its Sacred Worth Books 

webpage (http://umc-gbcs.
org/sacred-worth-books), 
Susan Burton, GBCS director 
of women’s and children’s ad-
vocacy, says, “Books can open 
a world of possibilities for our 
children and teach all of us to 
celebrate the divine in every-
one. How do the books on your 
shelves at home or the church 
nursery depict the beauty and 
diversity of your community? 
Of God’s creation?

“All of God’s creation is 
equally important, and all 
people have sacred worth.”

Tricia Bruckbauer, communica-
tions associate, General Board of 
Church and Society, Washington, 
D.C.
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French-language portal 
launches on UMC.org

U
nited Methodist 
Communications 
has launched a 
French-language 

portal at UMC.org, the official 
website of The United Meth-
odist Church. The URL is 
http://francophone.umc.org.

The new site provides 
resources, history, news and 
other information about the 
denomination, including 
details about General Con-
ference 2016, the quadren-
nial legislative assembly set 
for May 10-20 in Portland, 
Oregon. 

“Providing a French-lan-
guage website presence is a 
starting point for how we are 
supporting the French-speak-
ing church,” said Dan Krause, 
general secretary of the agen-
cy. “United Methodist Com-
munications also provides 
websites in English, Spanish 

(hispanic.umc.org) and Kore-
an (koreanumc.org).”

The United Methodist 
Church has more than 12 
million members throughout 
the world, including members 
in French-speaking countries, 
such as France, Switzerland, 
Côte d’Ivoire and Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 

For the African commu-
nities, where information 
may be limited, access to the 
French-language portal is 
especially significant, says 
Côte d’Ivoire native Isaac 
Broune, French content intern 
at United Methodist Commu-
nications. Broune, a member 
of the French portal initiative 
team, is the lead translator for 
the site.

Press Center, United Methodist 
Communications, Nashville, 
Tennessee 
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Wondering what effective United Methodist ministry 
should look like in the years to come? Consider the 
work Rev. Anna Guillozet is doing right now. Since 
earning her M.Div. degree from MTSO, she has 
emerged as an effective, energetic leader for her 
congregation and across the denomination.

She recently produced all of the worship services at 
Exploration, an event for hundreds of young adults 
discerning a call to ministry. Soon she’ll be a presenter 
and evaluator at the Young Preachers Festival and 
Conference in Leawood, Kansas. As senior pastor of 
Church of the Master in Westerville, Ohio, she has 
launched a five-year visioning process.

Rev. Guillozet prepared for these roles at MTSO: “I 
was immediately able to put into practice things I was 
learning.” 

At MTSO, we shape ministries of lasting significance such 
as the one on which Rev. Guillozet has embarked. We’re 
honored to count her among our alumni.

Methodist Theological School in Ohio

Methodist theological school in ohio

The future of 
ministry
is already 
here.

www.mtso.edu

Rev. anna guillozet 
Master of Divinity 2011 
MTSO

New book for Volunteers in Mission

A Mission Jour-
ney is a book for 
individuals and 
teams to use as 

they prepare to serve as Unit-
ed Methodist Volunteers in 
Mission in the United States 
and around the world. It will 
also encourage the short-term 
mission volunteers to reflect 
on the reasons why they en-
gage in mission and how they 
plan and prepare to be more 
intentional. It can also help 
volunteers shape the stories of 
their mission experiences in a 
way that enhances their per-
sonal and spiritual journeys.

The resource looks at the 
experience from the perspec-
tives of both volunteers and 
hosts. It also discusses the 
need for training for those 

who will be encountering cul-
tures that are different from 
their own.

Bishop Hope Morgan 
Ward, president of the board 
of directors for the General 
Board of Global Ministries, 
says, “Whether a new or sea-
soned volunteer, individuals 
can use this guide for personal 
spiritual preparation and in 
community with others as 
they prepare, engage, reflect 
and tell the story of their mis-
sion experiences.”

Published by Upper Room 
Books (bookstore.upperroom.
org), A Mission Journey is 
available for Kindle and as an 
EPub in English and French 
and as a print book in English. 

General Board of Global Ministries

www.UMC.org
www.hispanic.umc.org
www.koreanumc.org
www.bookstore.upperroom.org


”We asked … 
         you said …“

Readers respond
W E  A S K E D

How will you 
begin or continue 

practicing Sabbath 
this spring and 

summer and what 
will you do to draw 

closer to God?

Several weeks prior to finishing each issue of Interpreter, we send a question to all 
readers for whom we have email addresses, asking them to respond with a short 
answer of 50-75 words. We hope you will join the conversation.

Since I am semi-retired, it is easier 
to adjust my daily schedule. I plan 
to do everything, including yard-

work, on Monday through Saturday. On 
Sundays, I play for two morning church 
services. After that, I go home, finish my 
personal Bible studies/devotionals and 
just relax for the rest of the day!

Donna J. Andrews, Rougemont 
(North Carolina) UM Charge

My Sabbath practice includes 
prayer, silence, movement 
and creation. Including these 

elements in my Sabbath time makes the 
most of my renewal and my ability to 
attend to the voice of God. Practicing the 
Sabbath twice a week, for half of the day, 
is the best for me. It allows me to renew 
and connect more often. My favorite way 
to take a Sabbath is to strap my kayak on 
my car and go paddle a river somewhere. 

(The Rev.) Jo Flesner, Sioux Falls (South 
Dakota) Psychological Services

Sabbath is truly counter-cultural, 
so our family is doing our best to 
avoid stores, restaurants, to-do lists 

and errands and instead spend as much 
time as possible with people. We don’t 
see Sabbath as nap day but rest from the 
busyness and be-together day. Restored 
and revived relationships inside and out-
side our family are what remind us of the 
“abundant life” in Christ Jesus to which 
we are called.

(The Rev.) Jonathan Griesse, First 
UMC, Heber Springs, Arkansas

As a bi-vocational pastor (part-
time local pastor) getting ready to 
enter the commissioning process, 

carving out Sabbath time is difficult. My 
Sabbath practice will be to return reading 
to my rest and restore practice so I can 
spend more time in Scripture and in read-
ing about Scripture for my own spiritual 
growth instead of simply for a class or 
next week’s sermon!

Richard Jarvis, Union Hill 
UMC, Canton, Georgia

Nature represents our awe-inspir-
ing God. Orange-pink sunsets, 
unique birdcalls, lime-green tree 

buds and azure-blue skies make me grate-
ful for such a wonderful artist as God, 
who has allowed us to see, hear, smell, 
taste and feel these special moments. I 
take every opportunity to be outdoors: 
to walk and talk with God, be still and 
listen, or play my portable instruments 
(flute, keyboard, djembe) on the deck and 
appreciate God and nature all around me.

Sheryl Kieselhorst, Holy Trinity UMC, 
Balsam Lake/Centuria, Wisconsin

Saturday is my Sabbath. I cele-
brate primarily by disconnecting 
electronically. That means no cell 

phone, no television, no Internet, no 
Facebook. Secondly, I seek to find God in 
the outdoors, usually working with my 
mother in the flowerbeds, enjoying the 
birds sing, or simply watching the clouds 
transform. By the evening of my Sabbath, 
my soul is rejuvenated for another week.

Kathleen Merz Priester, Wheatland 
UMC, Dallas, Texas

Lent was transformative for me 
this year. Taking my adoption to 
heart this spring and summer, I 

am called to deepen and widen listen-
ing to God in a daily Sabbath practice of 
contemplative prayer and examen. I use 
Insight Timer to pace, log and journal. 
May my beginner’s mind remain open and 
may God show me the ways to witness 
and transform our world.

Lew Riggsby, Trinity UMC, 
Duncanville Texas

I try to be responsive to the call that Je-
sus lays out before me on a daily basis. 
However, to follow the Sabbath seems 

to be intentional and scheduled! I would 
like to add that intentional faith develop-
ment to my weekly life for a year where I 
read the Bible, mediate on God’s will for 
my life and clean out some of the extra-
neous activities so that I can respond 
appropriately. 

Kathy Schulz, Bridgewater 
(New Jersey) UMC

Finding a special place in the woods 
to get away from the distractions 
and spend some time listening to 

God and reading his word is that plan 
now that the weather is changing. Taking 
time to notice what God is doing through-
out the seasons by paying attention to the 
details while alone with God. 

(The Rev.) Steven D. Small Jr., Southern 
Potter UM Charge, Austin, Pennsylvania
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A B U N D A N T  H E A L T H 
Our Promise to Children

Global
Health
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The 
Problems

Childhood obesity has more 
than doubled in children and 
more than quadrupled in 
adolescents in the past 30 
years. Other issues facing 
U.S. children are:

UNITED STATES

• Mental Health   
  Issues

• Inactivity

• Poor Diet

Photo credits:
Page 1: Roman Hofer (left); Piper Crisovan (right)
Page 2: Mike DuBose
Page 3: Jack Amick
page 4: Jay Rollins (left); Mike DuBose (right)

6 million children 
under age 5 die
every year due 
to preventable 
illnesses such as:

WORLDWIDE 

• Respiratory 
  Infections

• Diarrhea

• Birth 
  Complications

• Malaria

• Substance 
  Abuse
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The 
Pledge

Pilot projects:
• U.S.
• Haiti
• Liberia
• Nigeria
• Democratic Republic  
   of Congo
• Mozambique

By 2020, we pledge to 
reach 1 million children 
with lifesaving inter- 
ventions, including:

• Encourage Treatment-   
  Seeking Behaviors for 
  Childhood Illnesses

• Prevent Priority 
  Childhood Illnesses

• Provide Treatment and    
  Lifesaving Commodities

• Promote Breastfeeding 
  and Nutrition

• Ensure Safe Births

MAY • JUNE 2016United Methodist Interpreter
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To learn more about how you can have an impact 
on Global Health, please visit www.umcmission.org today.

This is only the beginning!
Over the next four years, Global Ministries will begin  

to work toward these momentous and 
lifesaving goals, but we won’t do it alone. 

We need you!

Global
Health
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IT WAS EARLY 2013 – SIX MONTHS AFTER BISHOP JAMES SWANSON JR. HAD 
BEEN ASSIGNED AS THE EPISCOPAL LEADER – THAT THE MISSISSIPPI CON-
FERENCE BEGAN HEARING ABOUT “THE POWER OF WE.” THE NEW THEME FOR 
THEIR LIFE TOGETHER – CHARACTERIZED BY LOVE, GENEROSITY, JUSTICE AND 
APPRENTICESHIP – WOULD BE UNPACKED AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 

A few weeks ago – in late April 
– the bishops of the South Central 
Jurisdiction introduced a new social 
media campaign – “We are more.” Built 
around a website www.wearemore.
faith and social media posts, it invites 
United Methodists to share their audio 
and video stories and blog posts telling 
of how #WeAreMore when united 
through Jesus Christ. The campaign 
will run through the summer.

As Interpreter publisher Dan 
Krause writes in his column on Page 
6, United Methodists at General 
Conference will frequently see the 
message “United we help millions.” So 
will Oregonians and other visitors to 
Portland. They will learn how United 
Methodists bring God’s love to millions 
to help them grow in faith, find hope 
and justice, thrive and much more that 
improves lives. 

What is the common thread in 
all of these messages? We – a simple 
two-letter word but one that carries 
great power when describing the 
ministry of 12 million-plus United 
Methodists, united and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit and seeking to be 
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 

On the next few pages, you’ll find 
stories of what happens when United 
Methodists come together – congre-
gation with congregation; congrega-
tions with their annual conferences; 

congregations and annual conferences 
with general agencies; congregations, 
conferences and agencies with United 
Methodist-related institutions. They 
are stories to celebrate. Here are a few 
more examples.

United – with leadership from 
Bishop Ciriaco Francisco of the Davao 
Area in the Philippines – we engaged in 
risk-taking mission to shelter Lumad 
farmers after a protest demanding rice 
turned deadly. At one point, the United 
Methodist compound in Kidapawan 
harbored about 4,000 protesters.

United – in the annual conferences 
and jurisdictions – we provide camps 
and retreats and other events where 
participants find spiritual renewal and 
future church leaders frequently begin 
to discern God’s call.

United – through Imagine No 
Malaria – we have raised more than 90 
percent of a $75 million goal to reduce 
death and suffering from malaria in 
sub-Saharan Africa and seen the rate 
at which children die from the disease 
drop dramatically. With the leadership 
of the General Board of Global Minis-
tries, Imagine No Malaria efforts have 
also strengthened the health care in-
frastructure. And more than a few con-
gregations have gained new life as they 
came together to meet a fund-raising 
goal using ideas from United Method-
ist Communications.

United – with leadership from Dis-
cipleship Ministries – we planted 504 
churches in the United States between 
2013 and 2015 and equipped 2,300 new 
church planters. LifeWay Research says 
United Methodist new church starts 
outpaced other Protestant churches in 
average worship attendance, new deci-
sions for Christ and reaching previously 
unchurched people.

United – with leadership from the 
General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry and Discipleship Minis-
tries – we are providing e-readers with 
up-to-date resources for theological 
students in Africa and the Philippines, 
and also in Vietnam and Mongolia, 
places where United Methodism is 
young, but future leaders of faith com-
munities are already stepping forward.

The list of “United we” examples 
could go on and on and on ...

In coming weeks, United Method-
ists – and others – are likely to hear 
about our divisions over teachings, 
understandings and ideas. The issues 
on which we differ are not to be dis-
missed lightly. Each affects the lives of 
thousands of people around the world.

With the guidance of the Holy Spir-
it and respecting one another as broth-
ers and sisters in Christ, may we work 
through those differences, may we live 
together in unity, may we continue to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

The Rev. Kathy Noble, Editor, 
Interpreter and Interpreter OnLine, 
www.interpretermagazine.org.

we ... make disciples, transform the world

2016
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Preaching to the congregation of Urban Abbey, 
a United Methodist congregation meeting in a 
coffee shop in Omaha, Nebraska, is the Rev. 
Debra McKnight.

FOR MORE THAN A DECADE, NEW UNITED METHODIST CONGREGATIONS HAVE 
HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO APPLY FOR A NEW CHURCH START GRANT FROM 
UNITED METHODIST COMMUNICATIONS. THE GRANTS HELP NEW CHURCHES 
MAKE THEIR PRESENCE KNOWN IN THE COMMUNITIES THEY SERVE. TO HELP 
RAISE AWARENESS, THE GRANTS HAVE FOCUSED ON PROVIDING PROMOTION-
AL MARKETING ITEMS SUCH AS COFFEE MUGS, REUSABLE WATER BOTTLES, 
TOTE BAGS AND T-SHIRTS.

“These are not just items,” said the 
Rev. Ashleigh Joyner, director of local 
church outreach at United Methodist 
Communications, “rather they are a per-
sonal way to bring church to the people. 
Promotional items increase recognition 
of the church, particularly since these 
products have repeated exposure to people 
in the community.”

The program seems to be working 
based on the number of applicants each 
year and the responses of those who have 
put the promotional items to the test. 

THE WELL CHURCH
Launched in September 2015, The 

Well Church in Lubbock, Texas, ordered 
travel mugs, T-shirts, hats, tote bags and 
pens. Church members hand out shirts, 
mugs and pens to first-time guests and 
regular attendees. The tote bags were used 
during a special event called “garage free.” 

“Instead of having a typical Easter 
morning worship service,” said the Rev. 
Dustin McEwen, church planter and 
pastor, “we held our ‘garage free’. It is like 
a garage sale, but all the items are free.

“Thanks to our connectional system, 
members of local United Methodist 

churches donated items to us. We 
turned around and gave everything away 
on Easter morning with the thought being 
if people come see us, more than likely 
they aren’t connected to another church.

“This year we had more than 500 peo-
ple walk through the doors. Each person 
received a tote bag with our logo, website 
and, more importantly, information about 
Jesus. They were able to fill up their bags 
with any needed items.

“We were able to pray and share the 
Gospel with people and connect several 
families to our worship service. We also 
connected with non-churched people 
donating items and plugged them into our 
worship service.

“The ‘garage free’ is how people at The 
Well Church did Easter ... after all Jesus 
gave us salvation for free; the least we can 
do is help meet the practical needs of peo-
ple in our community while sharing the 
good news of Jesus Christ with them!”

McEwen concluded, “Keep us in your 
prayers as this year is a vital one in our 
existence. As we continue to grow, we are 
hoping to become financially independent 
within the next 12-18 months!”

IGLESIA UNIDA
Iglesia Unida (IU) launched in 

September 2014 as a bilingual church 
in Grand Prairie, Texas. The Rev. Leon-
ardo Haro went back and forth between 
English and Spanish. IU members today 
worship in Spanish on Sunday mornings. 
The church continues to grow in size 
every month.

Haro meets with visitors for a few 
minutes, provides them with information 
about the church and upcoming events 
and asks them to share something about 
themselves. Church volunteers use the in-
formation to identify which promotional 
item – coffee mug, pen, travel mug, water 
bottle, ball cap or T-shirt – will work best 
for them.

“Eighty percent of the people who 
come to our services live in Grand Prairie; 
many live no more than a mile away,” said 

   GRANTS  
HELP CHURCHES  
 GET NOTICED

UNITED20162016

BY CINDY SOLOMON
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Wesley offers you 

World-class scholars 
who excel in spiritual and 
leadership formation 

Flexible degree program to 
develop your missional and 
entrepreneurial potential  

A Washington, D.C. location 
at the intersection of power 
and poverty, faith and politics

Learn more at wesleyseminary.edu
about ways to customize your  
M.Div. at Wesley to answer God’s  
call on your life.

The newly re-designed Master of Divinity at Wesley will equip 
you for a lifetime of fruitful ministry. Our M.Div. is flexible 
and theologically rich, equipping you to serve a church, the 
chaplaincy or a missional ministry setting. Our specialized 
approach fosters self-motivated, self-directed lifelong learners. 

Be equipped to answer

God’s call on your life.

Wesley Theological Seminary.

washington d.c.
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Haro. “The community is able to hear, 
read or find out about us through the 
different promotional items; they help 
us get more exposure in the commu-
nity. The quality and the presentation 
shows what IU offers and what we are 
about. All for the glory of God!”

CROSSROADS NORTH UMC
For Easter this year, Crossroads 

North United Methodist Church in 
Fayetteville, North Carolina, used some 
of its grant money to promote its first 

sunrise service with two full-color ban-
ners and 50 yard signs. Several people said 
they attended because they saw the signs.

Additional promotional items such as 
travel mugs, pens and water bottles will 
support the church’s launch in September. 
“We want to cast a broader net in our com-
munity,” said the Rev. Kyle Burrows, lead 
pastor, “and get the word out about who 
we are at community outreach and pop-up 
worship events. It is said that ‘visibility 
leads to credibility.’ These items will help 
us become visible as we continue to reach 
out into the community.”

URBAN ABBEY UMC
Founded in November 2011, Urban Ab-

bey United Methodist Church in Omaha, 
Nebraska, is a coffee shop church. Urban 
Abbey is a hub for the community, said the 
Rev. Debra McKnight. “We blur the lines 
between sacred and secular space with 
every latte we make and Communion feast 
we serve.”

This May, church members plan to 
connect with people during a farmer’s 
market near the church using bags, hats 
and coffee tumblers ordered using their 
grant money. 

“It is a time when we meet several 
hundred people,” said McKnight. “We have 
a place where we work to connect people a 
little more deeply. We plan to give a bag to 
those who give us their email. We also plan 
to invite our leaders to be out in the mar-
ket with their hats, shirts and shopping 
bags to start conversations.” McKnight 
added that they plan to give away tumblers 
to college-age students in the fall.

To learn more about the New Church 
Start grants, contact the Local Church 
Outreach team at United Methodist 
Communications, rethinkchurchgrants@
umcom.org. 

Cindy Solomon is a marketing consultant 
and content writer living in Franklin, Ten-
nessee.

The Rev. Leonardo Haro leads worship at 
Iglesia Unida in Grand Prairie, Texas.
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IT WAS HOLY WEEK 2015. AT GRACE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, COV-
INGTON, GEORGIA, THE REV. GEORGE 
LANIER WAS PREACHING ABOUT 
CHRIST’S JOURNEY TO THE CROSS. 
CHOIR MEMBER BARBARA A. TER-
RELL-HUMPHREYS BECAME VERY 
EMOTIONAL.

A member later told Lanier that Ter-
rell-Humphreys’ son, Brian Terrell, was 
up for execution for the 1992 murder 
of his mother’s friend. Terrell had been 
baptized at Grace.

Lanier knew little about the pris-
on system and capital punishment. “I 
needed to know how to navigate forward 
for Brian, the Terrell family and Grace 
Church,” he said. Making the right con-
tacts and working with the United Meth-
odist connection was essential. “We have 
people to help us through this. We just 
have to know where to find them.”

Various leaders in the North Georgia 
Conference helped Lanier. Among them 
were the Rev. Dave Allen Grady and his 
Connectional Ministries Leadership/
Advocacy Team, who offered emotional 
and practical support, and conference 
communicator Sybil Davidson, who 
guided him in dealing with the press. 

After unraveling red tape for six 
weeks, Lanier finally got to visit Terrell. 
“I really wanted to hear his confession,” 
he said. “I wanted to prepare him for 
what appeared to be the inevitable. 
During the first visit, we shared. We 
talked. But no confession.” 

The two men settled into a weekly 
routine. “I began the first hour listening 
to his case and his life [story],” Lanier 

said. “The second hour I steered him 
toward his faith and my need to know 
about his relationship with God. I then 
began to realize he was making his 
confession: He didn’t do [the crime].” 
His lawyers had argued that no physical 
evidence connected Terrell to the killing 
and claimed that prosecutors used false 
and misleading testimony to secure the 
conviction that drew the death penalty.

“Brian then began to assure me that 
he was right with God,” Lanier recalled. 

At the same time, another Georgia 
death row prisoner with United Meth-
odist connections – Kelly Gissendaner 
– faced execution for orchestrating her 
husband’s 1997 murder. 

“Brian was an African-American 
male,” Lanier said. “Kelly was the poster 
child for model prisoner on death row 
in Georgia. She was a white female, con-
fessed her crime and asked everyone in 
her family and her husband’s family for 
forgiveness. If she didn’t get clemency, 
no one would get it.” When Gissendaner 
was executed on Sept. 30, Lanier knew 
Terrell’s execution was inevitable.

The judge offered to commute 
Terrell to a life sentence if he would 
admit his guilt. Terrell refused, in-
sisting he was innocent. 

The community held a prayer vigil 
on Gissendaner’s execution day. “The 
church was packed,” Lanier said. “Every-
one was looking for direction – how to 
help the family, how to help themselves.” 
A second and final vigil was Dec. 3. 

Six days later, Terrell was killed by 
lethal injection.

Brian’s mother still grieves. She con-
tends her son did not get a fair trial. Like 
Lanier, she adamantly opposes capital 
punishment.

“Brian was stripped from living his 
life and being [in our lives] because of 
the injustice and cover-ups in a broken 
system,” Terrell-Humphreys said. “The 
state has no right to play God.”

She believes she will see him again. 
“My son is safe now,” she said. “Brian is 
with the Lord.”

Lanier will not forget Brian Terrell.
“When I serve Holy Communion, I 

lift up his name and the names of others 
who have been executed. We do this 
in remembrance of the One who was 
executed.”

Barbara Dunlap-Berg is general church 
content editor for United Methodist Com-
munications, Nashville, Tennessee.

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH AND THE DEATH PENALTY
“We believe the death penalty denies the power of Christ to redeem, restore and transform all 
human beings. ... When governments implement the death penalty (capital punishment), then 
the life of the convicted person is devalued and all possibility of change in that person’s life ends. 
We believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ and that the possibility of reconciliation with Christ 
comes through repentance. ... For this reason, we oppose the death penalty (capital punishment) 
and urge its elimination from all criminal codes.”

Social Principles: The Political Community

  PASTOR, 
CONGREGATION 
JOURNEY WITH  MAN ON 
   DEATH ROW
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Brian Terrell (early 1990s photo)
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UMDevelopmentFund.org                      
800-UMC-UMDF

At United Methodist Development Fund, we can offer payment schedules 
that are often better than those of  other financial institutions—and the 

interest on your loan can help other churches. We chose that model because 
it’s our goal to serve your church and the denomination at the same time.

Now that makes sense financially and spiritually.

Our sole purpose is to promote the mission of  The United Methodist Church. 
Which means we bring enthusiasm for our clients, decades of  expertise, 
and superior lending capabilities to the loan process in five key areas:

REFINANCE NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

CHURCH 
EXPANSION

SITE 
PURCHASE

RENOVATION

In a dollars & cents world, 
we understand the 

power of  faith.

www.UMDevelopmentFund.org


The Rev. Per Bradley

BY JOHANNA LUNDERENG AND KARL ANDERS ELLINGSEN
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THE REV. PER BRADLEY IS EXACTLY WHERE HE WANTS TO BE — “BACK 
HOME” IN HAMMERFEST, NORWAY, SERVING THE WORLD’S NORTHERNMOST 
UNITED METHODIST MINISTRY.

Bradley is just a stone’s throw from the North Cape where he spent his early 
childhood. Despite being far north of the Arctic Circle, the harbor remains ice free 
because of the Gulf Stream. Hammerfest is home to some 10,000 people.

Six years ago, Bradley was a student at Menighets Fakultetet, the seminary in 
Oslo for those seeking ordination in the United Methodist and Lutheran churches. 
As he signed up for a work placement for his seminary parish studies, Bradley 
applied to join the thriving ministry in Hammerfest. The church – which had 
come near to closing in the late 1990s – “has had an exciting turnaround in its 
development,” he says today. 

Bradley was excited about the pos-
sibilities, sensing “this was a ministry 
which suited me well.” He was also “a bit 
provoked by the low number of people who 
wanted to travel to the exciting ministries 
we have in the northern parts of Norway,” 
he admits.

“The work placement gave me a taste 
for more of the ministry — and they 
expressed a desire for me to come back 
to them. Pastor Leif Anders Hansen was 
about to end his service at the same time 
as I was starting mine, so we both got what 
we wanted,” Bradley said.

Hammerfest proved a good fit for Brad-
ley. The church’s former pastor mentored 
the newcomer while giving him complete 
responsibility.

Today Hammerfest is a church on the 
move, led by a pastor with a reputation for 
motivating and including people. While 
working as a data programmer – before be-
ing called to ordained ministry – Bradley 
led the local Christian Student Associa-
tion, which grew from seven to 70 active 
members during his tenure.

MOVING, SHIFTING CONTINUE
Per and his wife, Hanne Bradley, ar-

rived in Hammerfest to a warm reception 
from both the congregation and the city. 
“Many ... stepped up and helped us settle 
here,” Bradley said.
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The congregation gathers outside the United 
Methodist church in Hammerfest, Norway.

Although the city is miles north of the Arctic 
Circle, the Gulf Stream keeps the harbor at Ham-
merfest ice-free year-round.
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Initially, Bradley said, “I sensed the 
ministry was in the middle of a genera-
tional shift.”

The positive turnaround in the church 
and its ministry has continued. “New peo-
ple moved to the city and the ministry, and 
new members from the city have joined. 
Today it’s an active and vibrant ministry.”

Older members groom younger mem-
bers for leadership. “We have managed 

to include more of the younger ones in 
management,” Bradley said, “but we`re not 
done with that process yet.”

Children who were toddlers and 
younger elementary age when Bradley ar-
rived in Hammerfest are now tweens and 
adolescents. The church is reaching out to 
them through “Super Friday.”

“We hope this will provide a comfort-
able environment for them,” Bradley said. 
When the youth are encouraged to help 
grow the church, they gain confidence and 
strengthen their sense of belonging.

‘I SEE GREAT POSSIBILITIES’
The congregation is also involved in 

youth work with other denominations. 
“This gives us a sense of community and 
unity,” Bradley said. “Multidenominational 
work in Hammerfest is flourishing.” Last 
autumn, in collaboration with three other 
denominations, the congregation offered 

courses on the basics of the Christian 
faith.

Because so much needs to happen, 
Hammerfest leaders are prioritizing needs 
and goals. They invited two advisors, Leif 
Jakobsen and Jon Løvland, to help visual-
ize paths for growth and strategize to meet 
these goals. Jakobsen and Løvland work in 
congregational development throughout 
the Norway Annual Conference.

“We`re looking at many 
different possibilities,” Bradley 
said. “Do we want to have a fam-
ily group for parents and chil-
dren? Should we have groups 
that include all the generations? 
Whatever we choose, I think the 
will to succeed is there.”

“The congregation is very 
positive and open for all gen-
erations in the Hammerfest 
area,” says Løvland as he shares 
Bradley’s hope and optimism. “I 
have been told that the Method-
ist Church in Hammerfest is the 
most active and most visited of 

all denominations there." 
People are interested in small-group 

ministries. “We think these smaller groups 
are the key,” Bradley said. “It will strength-
en the community in our ministry. It will 
give more people the opportunity to share 
... their faith. It will be a better offer for 
new members who join the ministry. It 
will fortify the development of the prayer 
service and help people feel familiar and 
safe with their gifts.”

Bradley also wants the Hammer-
fest church to emphasize ministry with 
families, especially married couples. After 
participating in marriage counseling and 
couples’ weekends, the Bradleys joined 
the group planning similar events. Bradley 
believes, “We as Christians have a lot to 
contribute to issues pertaining to mar-
riage. We can help and strengthen couples, 
so they will have better unions.” As the 
parents of three young children, Per and 
Hanne Bradley know the challenges and 
“need to focus on making time for each 
other and investing time and energy into 
our unions.”

A CHURCH WITH OPEN DOORS
What are Bradley’s dreams for the 

ministry?
“First and foremost,” he said, “my 

dream is that we continue to be a gener-
ational ministry, where everybody has a 
place and an affiliation. It`s hard not to 
mention the basement under the church 
hall when one talks of dreams, because the 

possibilities are so many. I dream 
of a church with open doors.

“The basement could be our 
window toward the city. I haven’t 
quite figured out what to fill the 
basement with, but we will be a 
church that is open and active all 
week long. With the big window 
in the basement looking out on 
the main street of the city, we will 
become much more visible. If we 
can manage to become more visi-
ble and continue to be as inclusive, 
I see great possibilities. We will 
include, develop and be a ministry 
of service in our town.

“Today, we have a church service, 
prayer service, afternoon meetings and 
Super Friday. That’s not a whole lot, but 
we would like to have more gathering 
venues,” he said.

One idea is a café open 24/7, where 
members and newcomers could meet.

“That would be perfect,” said Bradley 
with a warm smile.

Karl Anders Ellingsen is the head of commu-
nications for The United Methodist Church in 
Norway. Johanna Lundereng is head of the 
Norway Annual Conference Office. 

K
AR

L 
AN

D
ER

S 
EL

LI
N

G
SE

N

 NORTHERNMOST 
   UNITED METHODIST   
 CONGREGATION  
    THRIVES

UNITED20162016

MAY • JUNE 2016United Methodist Interpreter

25



In one workshop, Spanglish campers wrote down 
things that were holding them back or weighing 
them down and attached the papers to the large 
cross.
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BY EMILY SNELL
AS A LEADER IN THE CALIFORNIA-
PACIFIC ANNUAL CONFERENCE, EMMA 
VEGA NOTICED THE NEED FOR A 
MINISTRY TO HELP HISPANIC YOUNG 
PEOPLE WHO FELT THEY DIDN’T QUITE 
FIT.

“Second and third generation Hispan-
ics, we don’t really fit,” Vega said. “We live 
in two worlds. We live in two cultures. We 
live with two realities.”

To meet that need, Vega helped create 
UMC Spanglish, a bilingual camp to pro-
vide leadership development and spiritual 
growth for young people ages 14-25. 

“We have a huge [Hispanic] popula-
tion, and The United Methodist Church 
hasn’t known how to minister properly 
yet,” Vega said. “That’s why I believe 
Spanglish is so important to The United 
Methodist Church – because it’s a model 
other conferences can use.”

After more than five years of organiz-
ing UMC Spanglish, Vega is finishing a 
manual to help other conferences dupli-
cate the UMC Spanglish model. She hopes 
it will be completed in the fall.

MINISTRY REQUIRES PARTNERS
“I’ve discovered that there are key 

ministry partners that need to be involved 
in this,” she said.

In the California-Pacific Conference, 
those partners include camping min-
istries, annual conference staff, ethnic 
leaders, young people’s ministries, pastors, 
justice and compassion ministries and 
numerous others – including young people 
themselves.

“We’re really taking advantage of our 
connectionalism,” Vega said. “Work with 
the system to make it more efficient and to 

really make disciples for Jesus.” 
Yuni Rueda, a high school senior from 

Wilder, Idaho, attended UMC Spanglish 
2015. She said she thinks the ministry 
is important because it helps Christian 
young people know they are not alone as 
they strive to follow God. 

“Many times we just feel lonely and 
that’s why we fall into peer pressure. I feel 
like with Spanglish, we were able to con-
nect to each other because we had so many 
similar situations that we’ve gone through. 
We didn’t feel so lonely anymore.”

Vega also recognizes that sense of com-
munity the young people develop at UMC 
Spanglish.

“Even though we don’t all go to the 
same church, or the same conference even, 
they all identify with Spanglish as their 
faith community,” she said. “It’s created a 
unity in the body through this ministry.” 

INVOLVEMENT INCREASES
Sulma Zepeda attended UMC Span-

glish 2015 as a chaperone for Echo Park 
United Methodist Church in Los Angeles 
and took 17 young people to the event. 

Zepeda has seen a change in the church 
attendance and involvement of the stu-
dents who went to UMC Spanglish. 

“It’s more consistent than before,” 
Zepeda said. “Now they want to be in-
volved in different things. They want to 
serve; they want to help. They know that 
it’s all about God.”

Beyond offering a camp experience, 
Vega said UMC Spanglish creates an op-
portunity to “train the young people to do 
hands-on ministry.”

“It’s at a camp, but it’s more than just 
a camp,” Vega said. “There’s so much that 
happens a year before, behind the scenes, 
and for the youth and young adults that are 
a part of the leadership. At Spanglish, the 
youth and young adults from the Span-
glish Design Team, they are there leading. 
That’s what motivates these kids. They see 
their peers leading.”

Rueda said UMC Spanglish made her 
want to be more involved in her church. 
“When I came back home, I felt refreshed. 
I wanted to do more things in my congre-
gation, be more active.”

Zepeda sees UMC Spanglish as an op-
portunity to enable young people to share 
their faith with others. 

“Once they come back, they’ll continue 
and help other people – older and younger 
– to learn about God,” she said. “That’s the 
whole point. It’s our part to come back and 
plant that seed of God. You pass it on to 
one person; you pass it on to the next.”

UMC Spanglish 2016 will take place 
Nov. 11-13 at Camp Wrightwood. The 
event moves among the different camps in 
the California-Pacific Conference.

Emily Snell is a young adult freelance writer 
living in Nashville, Tennessee. She writes reg-
ularly for Interpreter and other publications.

UMC SPANGLISH  
 BRIDGING 
CULTURES
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Are you ready for a life-changing summer?

www.umc-gbcs.org/eya-internship
internships@umc-gbcs.org

The General Board of Church & Society offers two internship
programs that provide a unique opportunity for emerging leaders to
gain valuable professional advocacy experience, increase leadership

skills and deepen their Christian walk and witness.

For More Information:

Residential and Non-
Residential

internships and sabbatical
available for Fall and Spring

Ethnic Young Adult
internships run for

10 weeks in the
Summer

Alcohol and addictions
Children's advocacy

Civil and human rights
Criminal-justice reform

Economic justice and workers' rights
Environmental justice

Health care
Hunger and poverty

Immigration rights & reform
United Nations & international law

Women's rights & reproductive health

Spend your summer,
fall or spring

advocating for 



Pete Plum (right) meets with a family at Lincoln 
Park United Methodist Church in Flint to give 
them a resource kit and urge them to test their 
water at home. The church provides bottled water 
and filtering units. Members also provide a daily 
fellowship luncheon for their neighbors.
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BY KAY DEMOSS
THE WATER CRISIS IN FLINT, MICHIGAN, HAS MOVED IN AND OUT OF 
HEADLINES ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, BUT THE HUMAN NEED AND 
COMPASSIONATE RESPONSE HAVE REMAINED CONSTANT. 

The politics of the situation are still being sorted out, and long-term solutions 
are being explored. In the meantime, the Crossroads District of the Detroit Confer-
ence is grateful for all the support from across the United Methodist connection. 
Together, God’s people are building courage and creating trust in the midst of a 
desperate situation.

“A lot of Flint residents are throwing their hands up,” said Pete Plum, the 
Crossroads District emergency water resources coordinator. “They believe things 
are not moving quickly enough so there’s lots of hopelessness.” However, Plum 
added, “The pastors and volunteers I work with are not giving up. They are in the 
trenches, taking water to people and calming their fears.”

ORGANIZING LOCALLY
When he began work in November 2015, Plum asked for financial assistance 

from the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). They quickly ap-
proved a $10,000 grant. “That got us off the ground purchasing filtration systems 
and replacement filters,” he said.

Plum first organized and supplied eight United Methodist churches in Flint as 
Water Resource Centers. At that time, Flint had just returned to the Detroit water 
loop. Plum remembered thinking, “Things will be OK now.” Soon everyone learned 
the damage to the city’s infrastructure was permanent. 

“At that point it didn’t matter whether 
water was coming from Detroit or the 
Colorado Rockies,” Plum said.

Signs in English and Spanish, placed 
in churchyards and on the street, alerted 
the public that the churches were places 
to receive clean water and lots of hospi-
tality. From the beginning, those walking 
through the doors of the resource centers 
got what they needed with no questions 
asked.

Plum and the United Methodist 
pastors soon became involved in Commu-
nity Partners, a collaboration of agencies 
networking their efforts to respond to the 
water crisis. One grassroots group of social 
workers, Crossing Waters, makes home 
visits to residents to discern needs. 

“They told us that people are afraid and 
may continue to use bottled water even 
after what comes out of their tap tests 
good,” Plum said. Ongoing education and 
reassurance are as important as water 
filters in such cases.

  HOPE 
FOR THE LONG HAUL 
  IN FLINT
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The Rev. Maurice Horne, pastor of Lincoln Park 
United Methodist Church in Flint, visits with a 
homebound parishoner after delivering water to her 
home. The water not only is unsafe to drink, but 
washing with it causes skin rashes.

FINDING PARTNERS
In February, Bishop Deborah Lieder 

Kiesey appealed to United Methodists in 
Michigan for monetary support.

As of April 7, the Detroit Conference 
treasurer had received close to $132,000 
in donations for water relief. Michigan 

donors account for around $100,000 of the 
total; gifts totaling $32,000 have come in 
from 25 other states. 

Sustaining the effort is a challenge. 
The state police officer with whom he 
deals told Plum, “We have given away 
enough filters for every resident in the city 
to have three.”

However, those working person-to-per-
son every day know that not everyone has 
a filter. “Some people are shut-in and other 
people are shut-out, and some don’t know 
how to properly use the supplies,” Plum 
said. That’s where the “outstanding people 
of God” come in.

ENGAGING ORDINARY PEOPLE 
The U.S. media spotlight is now off 

Flint, and the celebrities are gone. 
“The crisis continues but the populari-

ty has waned,” Plum explained. “Still, there 
are a lot of ordinary people doing a lot of 
things for Flint, so I am not discouraged.”

Some of these ordinary people are from 
nearby. They include the group of Cross-
roads District youth who delivered 50 
cases of water and earned $5,000 for water 

relief through a skate-a-thon. The Islamic 
Relief organization in Flint has mobilized 
to get water to homebound people — the 
elderly, those without cars and single 
working parents. “Whether they know it 
or not,” Plum reflects, “all these people are 
helping Jesus.”

Some of the ordinary saints 
are from far away. Students 
from United Methodist-re-
lated Iowa Wesleyan Univer-
sity, Marquette University 
and North Central College in 
Illinois spent spring break in 
Flint distributing water. High 
school students from Toronto, 
Canada, also pitched in.

Cases of water have arrived 
in Ryder trucks, pick-ups, vans 
and the back seats of cars driv-

en by United Methodists from Michigan, 
Maryland, Wisconsin, Ohio, Georgia and 
Virginia. “Given the amount of bottled wa-
ter needed, some of the deliveries are like a 
Dixie cup. But each ounce is appreciated,” 
Plum said 

RELYING ON FAITH
Three deliveries of donated water are 

now arriving at two United Methodist 
churches every week. Sometimes a truck 
carrying 2,000 cases of water comes into 
the parking lot and there is no one to 
unload it. “I really need volunteers!” Plum 
exclaims. (You do the math: three semis a 

week x 24 bottles to a case x 100 cases to a 
skid x 20 skids to a truck = lotsa water.)

However, all that bottled water is not a 
long-term answer. Plum reports that pipe 
replacement has begun across the city. 
He also is aware that the Environmental 
Protection Agency is proposing an organo-
phosphate treatment that might prove ef-
fective in the re-coating of damaged pipes. 
“That could be more feasible than digging 
up 30,000 lawns,” he said.

Plum grew up in Flint and is a mem-
ber of Seymour Lake United Methodist 
Church where his wife, Janine, is pastor. 
His background in support services and 
mobilization prepared him well for the 
groundwork and public relations required 
for this task. 

“I would never have seen myself in a 
role like this,” he admitted. 
“That’s where my faith 
background kicks in. Jesus 
is good and makes me good. 
This project is so much 
bigger than I am.”

On April 1, Plum became 
full-time thanks to anoth-
er grant from UMCOR. 
Admittedly, there is no end 
game in sight. “Crossroads 
District plans to be up and 
running for as long as it 
takes,” he said. 

While others work on 
long-term solutions that 

address the big plumbing picture, Plum is 
committed to the job at hand: offering the 
compassion of Jesus Christ. 

“It all seems bleak,” he said, “but God is 
bigger than this problem, and God will get 
us through.”

The Rev. Kay DeMoss is senior editor-
writer for the Michigan Area of The United 
Methodist Church.

HELPING FLINT
Donations for the Flint Water Crisis can be sent 
to Detroit Conference Treasurer’s Office, 1309 
N. Ballenger Hwy., Suite 1, Flint, MI 48504. 
Make checks payable to “Detroit Confer-
ence” with “#0918 (Crossroads District Water 
Response)” in the memo line. Donate online at 
http://bit.ly/FlintRelief. 

Volunteer Mike Reaves demonstrates a Zero-Gravity 
Pitcher to Bishop Deborah Lieder Kiesey during 
her visit to the Water Resource Center at Court 
Street United Methodist Church in Flint. The 
pitchers are effective in eliminating contaminants, 
including lead.
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Bishop Rosemarie Wenner
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BY POLLY HOUSE

REFUGEES ARE HUMAN BEINGS.
That, in short, is the reason United 

Methodists in Germany are welcoming 
Syrian (and other) refugees into their 
country and their churches, said Bishop 
Rosemarie Wenner. 

Wenner, who has served as the bishop 
in Germany since 2005, is the first woman 
elected to the United Methodist episcopa-
cy outside of the United States. The for-
mer president of the Council of Bishops is 
an advocate for churches and individuals 
who help refugees to be loved and accept-
ed in Germany. 

For United Methodists in Germany, 
there is no question about helping the 
refugees, said Wenner. “Matthew 25 tells 
everything,” she told Interpreter. “Christ 
says: ‘I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me.’ We can do no different.”

Most of the refugees come with noth-
ing, knowing no one. Their needs are great. 

“They need contacts to people, the 
chance to learn the language, legal sup-
port, the possibility to find a job, hope 
for a future for them and their families,” 
Wenner said. “The spiritual needs are big. 
Many refugees are getting tired and frus-
trated because the processes are slow, and 
they see so many difficulties. Some even go 
back, despite that they go back into zones 
of war and violence.”

Wenner cited numbers to illustrate the 
size of the refugee crisis. “In 2015, 159,000 

Syrian refugees asked for asylum in Ger-
many. All in all, 442,000 refugees formally 
asked for asylum.” There are now about 1.1 
million refugees in Germany, with about 
two-thirds of them coming from Syria, 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Iran.

The numbers of refugees are constant-
ly changing in the various places where 
they are settling. 

“Refugees are brought to a certain 
place for a certain time,” she said. Only 
when they are fully recognized can they 
choose where to live. 

COMMON EFFORT NEW
While there are no firm statistics about 

how many United Methodist churches are 
helping refugees, Wenner said she believes 
about two-thirds of the churches are doing 
some ministry with them. For some, min-
istry with refugees is a new primary focus 
for the whole congregation. 

“The common effort of all the churches 
is not typical for Methodists,” Wenner 
said during an interview for UMC.org last 
fall with the Rev. Joe Iovino, web content 
manager at United Methodist Communi-
cations. “In addition, many other people 
are offering help. For Christians – includ-
ing United Methodists – the biblical refer-
ences of God’s presence in the stranger is a 
strong motivation.” 

The pastor of Freiburg, a city in the 
south of Germany near the border of 

Switzerland, talked to Wenner about his 
church’s experience. 

“He spoke of church members of his 
fairly small congregation who went to the 
shelter in Freiburg where refugees from 
Syria were just arriving,” she said. “They 
asked their fellow Methodists to offer 
clothes, toys for the kids and sanitary 
products. After only few hours, they sent a 
message that people should stop sending 
their gifts; they received far too much to 
cope with it.”

In addition, several churches offer 
apartments for refugees. In places where 
asylum seekers live for a couple of months, 

BEING THE HANDS  
OF ’CHRISTUS‘ IN 
GERMANY
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Moshashai, a Farsi Christian, translates during a Thursday Bible study group 
for refugees in the Messstetten Admission Camp. United Methodists and 
members of an Evangelical Community Church work with the refugees.
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David Ndinashe Makumbe receives a certificate for “Mission and Evangelism” 
from Bishop Rosemarie Wenner during Migrant Leadership Training in Braunfels 
(Hessen, Germany).
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churches offer fellowship groups, chil-
dren’s programs, language classes and so 
on. Many individuals serve as ‘godparents’ 
and provide support to individual refugees. 
Of course migrants are heartily invited to 
worship with the churches and many of 
them make use of the invitation.”

The churches are continuing to reach 
out to the refugees with love, Wenner told 
Interpreter, expecting nothing in return, 
but in some cases, the refugees want to 
become associated with the churches and 
embrace faith in Christ. The congregation 
where Wenner regularly worships recently 
witnessed the baptism of an Iranian 
couple. 

NEW CHURCHES STARTING
Wenner said she has heard a number of 

congregations have accepted refugees into 
their membership. Several have planted 
new churches.

“We have planted a fast growing Far-
si-speaking congregation in Munich, and 
we have employed a local pastor to do the 
work,” she said. “There are bilingual wor-
ship services in several cities like Fuerth, 
near Nuernberg and Bielefeld. And there 
are new church members in many places. 
Farsi-speaking people (Iran, Iraq and 
Afghanistan) are very open for the gospel. 
We are also planting an Arabic-speaking 
congregation with a worship attendance of 
about 50 adults. They come from various 
countries. The lay preacher who does the 
work is from Iraq. And again, we are not 
the only denomination with this kind of 
growth.”

Even so, Wenner said, the excitement 
of the people to welcome the strangers has 
calmed down. 

“Throughout the country, there is still 
a lot of support, but some are tired,” she 
said. “Others are hesitant. They are won-
dering whether the task is too big. Others 
are even hostile towards strangers. In the 
churches, many people continue to do the 
good work. But it sometimes causes pain 
for them that they even have to explain 
why they are still welcoming people.”

RESPECT, PROTECT STRANGERS
So why does Germany seem to be so 

much more accepting and hospitable to 
the influx of humans than some other 
European countries?

Wenner offers her theory. 
“Because of all the pain we did to 

others at the Nazi time, we committed 
ourselves to keep high standards for asy-
lum seekers and refugees,” she said. “It is 
even part of our constitution. Having said 
this, now that so many people come, many 
people are discussing whether we have to 
keep the standards. We easily forget where 
we come from. Christians have to play an 
active role in explaining why all of us (Ger-
mans and foreigners) need a truly human 
society where strangers are respected and 
protected.”

When asked how United Methodists in 
other parts of the world can help, Wenner 
said, “Pray for our country and for Europe. 

“We face many tensions, yes, even 
divisions,” she said. “Many people are 
open to help; others are strongly against 

the newcomers. There is an increasing 
fear that they will not integrate, and the 
tensions between the cultures will be too 
big. The European governments, as well as 
the European Union, are becoming more 
and more restrictive. Some countries send 
refugees back to Turkey, and many borders 
are closed. Several church leaders, includ-
ing myself, are advocates for not giving up 
our human rights standards; they have to 
be kept for refugees and asylum seekers. It 
is a very challenging situation.” 

For conferences, churches and indi-
viduals who want to support the German 
churches in their ministry with refugees, 
financial help is appreciated. Some of 
the very small churches do a lot for the 
newcomers with limited funds. For ex-
ample, the church that planted the Arabic 
congregation has only about 30 professing 
members.

“Refugees are humans,” Wenner said. 
“We all want to be treated with respect. 
We all need love. We all want to build up 
relationships where we give and receive. 
We have many things in common. We have 
to create learning environments so we can 
develop intercultural competency. Our 
congregations are ‘learning by doing’ as 
people talk to one another and share their 
experiences.”

Polly House is a freelance writer and editor 
based in Nashville, Tennessee.
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Rev. Richard Randolph

LAST NOVEMBER, SHORTLY AFTER THE TERRORIST 
BOMBINGS IN PARIS, BISHOP SCOTT JONES OF THE GREAT 
PLAINS CONFERENCE ANNOUNCED THAT MORE THAN 30 
CHURCHES IN KANSAS AND NEBRASKA WERE READY AND 
WILLING TO WELCOME SYRIAN REFUGEE FAMILIES TO THEIR 
COMMUNITIES. THE ANNOUNCEMENT, TO SAY THE LEAST, 
CAUSED A STIR.

Citing Matthew 25:40, 
Jones said Christians are 
commanded to care for people 
in need and no one is needier 
than the people of Syria fleeing 
from the ravages of war and 
famine. 

However, six months 
later, churches in Kansas and 
Nebraska are still waiting 
to receive refugee families, 
said Todd Seifert, conference 
communications director. “The 
vetting process for the Syrian 
refugees takes a long time,” he 
said. 

“In the Great Plains, we’re 
ready to dive in,” Seifert said. 

Diving in is something 
Christ United Methodist 
Church in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
is used to doing. With a de-
cades-long history of welcom-
ing refugee families, they are 
both on standby to receive a 
family from Syria and helping 
resettle a family from Iraq.

In October 2015, Christ 
Church partnered with anoth-
er congregation in Lincoln to 
sponsor and help settle two 
Yazidi refugee families from 
Iraq. “The two congregations 

agreed each church would 
maintain an ongoing rela-
tionship with one of the two 
families,” said the Rev. Richard 
Randolph, church pastor. 

Hosting Syrian refu-
gees — indeed, refugees from 
any country — has become 
extremely controversial, but 
when the church voted to do 
so, it agreed to be public and 
transparent. 

“Making this stand was 
not easy for our congregation,” 
Randolph said. “I think our 
decision says our community 
of faith takes being a disciple 
of Jesus Christ very seriously. 
We will not be deterred from 
following in the footsteps of 
Christ just because it’s an 

Welcoming  the  stranger

CHURCHES READY  
TO WELCOME 

SYRIAN REFUGEES
unpopular position with our 
neighbors and our governor.”

Bishop John Schol of the 
Greater New Jersey Confer-
ence has seen churches in his 
state welcome refugees. An-
other church leader who spoke 
out after the attacks in Paris, 
he is glad to hear that fear is 
not ruling out compassion.

“We are proud of [our 
churches] who welcome 
Syrian refugees,” he said. “It 
is the sign that Christ is in our 
midst. While we are aware 
that our governor is opposed 
to welcoming Syrian refugees, 
we recognize it is our calling to 
welcome the immigrant and to 
share radical hospitality.”

Bishop Gary Mueller of 

the Arkansas Conference 
said he respectfully disagreed 
with Arkansas Governor Asa 
Hutchinson’s desire to keep 
all Syrian refugees out of the 
state. 

“I affirm the need for 
heightened security in the face 
of global terrorism, including 
appropriate military action 
against ISIS,” Mueller said. 
“However, I also strongly 
believe there is a need for 
heightened compassion 
towards Syrian refugees who 
are suffering at the hands of 
ISIS in ways we can only begin 
to comprehend. ... Living as a 
disciple of Jesus Christ is a joy 
and privilege. It also means 
we see life through a different 

Bishop Sally Dyck joined other faith leaders and senators speaking on wel-
coming Syrian refugees during a Capitol Hill press conference on Dec. 8. 
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ONE NIGHT THE CHURCH VOTED TO 
“LOOK INTO” THE POSSIBILITY OF 
VOLUNTEERING TO SPONSOR A SYRIAN 
REFUGEE FAMILY. THE NEXT WEEK, THEY 
WERE DOING IT.

Compassionate ministry is nothing new to 
Morrow Memorial United Methodist Church. 
The congregation in Maplewood, New Jersey, 
is known for being a loving and outreaching 
church. 

Years ago, Morrow Memorial made the 
decision to be a church open to refugees. 
Agreeing to take in the family was not a new 
prospect for them.

“That is just the nature of this church,” 
the Rev. Brad Motta, senior pastor, said. “It 
has a rich history of inclusion and caring and 
reaching out to people other than themselves. 
We are a reconciling ministry. We are a diverse 
congregation. This church has that kind of a 
spirit. It was just a natural thing for us to do. 

“We do a lot of caring ministries,” he said. 
“We work in Haiti. Right now (April) we have 
a team of five people in Sierra Leone delivering 
school supplies to kids. Another group is on a 
civil rights tour of the South.”

In 2012, when Hurricane Sandy devastated 
much of the New Jersey coastline, thousands 
of people lost electricity for days and weeks. 

“We had electricity at the church,” Motta 
said. “Morrow became a soup kitchen for this 
wealthy community.”

CONNECTING QUICKLY
Motta credited the Rev. Brenda Wheeler 

Ehlers, Morrow’s associate pastor, with help-
ing the church connect with the Syrian family.

“She is on the board of First Friends (of 
New Jersey and New York),” he said. “Their 
purpose is to uphold the inherent dignity and 
humanity of detained immigrants and asylum 
seekers. They provide compassion and hope 
through volunteer visitation, resettlement as-
sistance and advocacy. They had a Syrian man 
who had been here for two years legally on a 
business visa, but it did not allow him to work. 
He requested and was granted asylum after 
showing a history of persecution and torture in 

Syria. His family finally was allowed to come, 
but they all needed help. 

“Less than a week after I had asked our 
leadership to look into the possibility of receiv-
ing a refugee family from Syria, First Friends 
asked us to pair up with this family. It hap-
pened so fast. We never did really ‘look into’ it. 
We just did it.”

The wife and three young children arrived 
the day before Thanksgiving. 

“Our church was there to serve them,” 
Motta said. “They stayed in a hotel the first 
night, then on Thanksgiving, they shared a 
meal with one of our families. We helped them 
get an apartment in a neighboring community 
where they would have privacy, considering all 
the publicity that surrounded our church and 
its involvement in the resettlement.”

SHARING RESPONSIBILITY
It has been a little more than six months 

since the family arrived. A ministry team 
from Morrow Memorial is still involved with 
them, helping with their day-to-day needs. The 
father continues to look for a job. The mother 
is a homemaker, taking care of the family. The 
children are in school and learning English. 
They are doing well.

Morrow’s commitment to the family was 
for six months of support. They still need 
some help, but, following standard practice, 
the church will hand the responsibility for 
assistance to another group in their own 
community.

Motta was quick to point out that right now 
it is “trendy” to want to help Syrian refugees 
– and they do need help. However, there are 
thousands of refugees from other countries 
already in the United States who are already 
vetted and waiting for a sponsor. 

“There are so many people who need help; 
I don’t see any reason to wait if your church 
feels called to help. The vetting process for the 
Syrians will be long, maybe years. There are 
people who need help now.”

Polly House

CONGREGATION DOES 
WHAT COMES NATURALLY  

Welcoming  the  stranger
set of lenses than we normally 
might prefer.”

Northern Illinois Bishop 
Sally Dyck spoke at a Church 
World Service-sponsored press 
conference asking lawmakers 
to show mercy in the wake of 
calls to ban Syrian refugees 
from the United States. “Many 
young families find themselves 
between the violence behind 
them and the refusal of reset-
tlement in some place with 
peace and safety, which is all 
that they really want,” she said.

In The Book of Discipline, 
United Methodists affirm, 
“We recognize, embrace, and 
affirm all persons, regardless of 
country of origin, as members 
of the family of God. ... We urge 
the Church and society to rec-
ognize the gifts, contributions, 
and struggles for those who are 
immigrants and to advocate 
for justice for all.” (Paragraph 
162H)

The Rev. Susan Hen-
ry-Crowe, chief executive of 
the General Board of Church 
and Society, said, “As United 
Methodists, we know that 
fearful responses are not 
reflective of Christian life and 
witness. Instead, Christ calls 
us to a love for humankind and 
compassion for all.”

Polly House
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AS THE COMPLEX CONFLICT IN SYRIA 
ENTERS ITS SIXTH YEAR, THE UNITED 
METHODIST COMMITTEE ON RELIEF 
(UMCOR) IS CONTINUING ITS AID FOR 
SYRIANS FORCED TO FLEE THEIR 
STRIFE-TORN HOMES.

UMCOR, through its partners, is 
assisting those displaced within Syria and 
those who have fled to neighboring coun-
tries and beyond.

In a district north of Damascus, the 
Syrian capital, UMCOR is working with 
International Blue Crescent to supply 
some 1,000 displaced families with urgent-
ly needed food packages.

“Many of these internally displaced 
persons have been made homeless multi-
ple times, but due to repeated shifts in the 
fighting, they often are much more difficult 
to reach and support,” said Laurie Felder, 
executive secretary for UMCOR Interna-
tional Disaster Response.

The Syrian conflict marked its fifth an-
niversary in March. In that time, more than 
a quarter million people have been killed, 
4.5 million have fled the country and 7.6 
million have been displaced within Syria. 

UMCOR has provided more than 
$3.5 million in emergency assistance to 
confront the crises in Syria and Iraq since 
2011. Aid has come in the form of emer-
gency food supplies, health care, shelter, 
psychosocial support, education support 
and even mine removal. It includes nearly 
$900,000 in relief-supply kits, including 
hygiene, school, layette and birthing kits.

GRANTS INCREASE, DISPLACEMENTS 
CONTINUE

Each year that the fighting has contin-
ued, UMCOR has increased the number 
of grants it has made to its partners in the 
field, from a single grant in 2011 for emer-
gency relief supplies for Syrian refugees 
at border camps in Turkey to 22 grants in 
2015.

A ceasefire brokered earlier this year 
that went into effect on Feb. 27 continues 
to hold, allowing space for increased hu-
manitarian assistance. But, as the United 
Nations noted, “Intermittent fighting, 
shifting conflict lines and persisting depri-
vation have continued to displace people 
across the country.”

UMCOR is partnering with the Middle 
East Council of Churches (MECC) to help 
uprooted Syrians on the outskirts of Da-
mascus find housing and pay the rent. This 

UMCOR suports child-friendly spaces in camps for Syrian refugees living in Turkey.
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 UMCOR  
AIDING UPROOTED   
  SYRIANS BY DAVID TERESHCHUK

partnership offers protection to a vulner-
able population, while also respecting and 
acknowledging their human dignity.

ASSISTANCE FARTHER FROM HOME
Many of the homeless, especially from 

western Syria, cross the border into Leb-
anon — a country now receiving an influx 
from both Syria and Iraq that is equivalent 
to one-fourth its own population. UMCOR, 
through MECC, is providing refugees near 
Beirut, on the slopes of Mount Lebanon, 
with food and hygiene kits they might not 
otherwise receive.

As desperate Syrians find their way 
along tortuous routes through neighboring 
Turkey to Greece and beyond, UMCOR is 
finding new ways to help them.

In Serbia, UMCOR is working with 
NEXUS to assist Syrian refugees there. 
The nongovernmental agency focuses on 
humanitarian assistance, psychosocial 
support and education for vulnerable 
communities.

In Vranje, Serbia, UMCOR through 
NEXUS is providing refugees with “day 
packages” as they move along one of Eu-
rope’s main transit corridors. The packag-
es contain food to provide 24 hours’ worth 
of calories, plus drinking water and basic 
hygiene items.

“As well as their food and other im-
mediate necessities,” said Felder, “we are 
working to ensure the safety and dignity of 
the refugees.”

David Tereshchuk is a journalist and media 
critic, who contributes frequently to umcor.
org, where this story was originally published. 
Linda Unger, senior writer for the General 
Board of Global Ministries, contributed parts 
of this article.

YOU CAN HELP
Designate gifts to support UMCOR’s work with refugees to 
Advance 30221444. Make gifts online at www.umcmission.
org/the-advance, by credit card with a call to 888-252-6174 
or with a check sent to Advance GCFA, P.O. Box 9068, New 
York, NY 10087-9068.

During Advent 2015, Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church 
in Ohio partnered with the General Board of Global Ministries/
UMCOR and the United Methodist Publishing House in “Be-
yond Bethlehem,” an initiative to raise funds for the refugee 
Advance.
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Are you CALLED 
to join God in 
His mission?

Download your FREE ebook
Called, from Asbury Seminary.

Visit: asbury.to/UM

Kentucky  •  Orlando  •  Memphis  •  Online

Brett Durbin
ministering in trash dumps around the world.
co-founder of trash mountain project.
asbury seminary m.a. in christian leadership.
go to asbury.to/voices to hear brett’s story



Dave “Shortstop” Smith takes a break atop 
McAFee Knob in Catawba, Virginia.
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BY CRYSTAL CAVINESS

APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CHAPLAIN ENGAGED  
IN UPS AND DOWNS OF  
JOURNEYS

THE WOMAN AT THE WATER, WEARING 
BLACK LONG UNDERWEAR BENEATH 
BLUE SHORTS AND A BLUE QUICK 
DRY T-SHIRT WITH A PINK BANDANA 
WRAPPED AROUND HER BROWN, 
SHOULDER-LENGTH HAIR, BLENDED IN 
WITH THE SMALL GROUP OF HIKERS 
FILTERING WATER AT THE SPRING. 
STANDARD HIKER WEAR, STANDARD 
HIKER ACTIVITY.

As the group dispersed, she lingered, 
left alone with Chuck Jones, the 2016 Ap-
palachian Trail chaplain commissioned by 
the Holston Conference, as they finished 
their chores.

“The long uphills and being hungry out 
here is not my biggest struggle,” the woman 
at the water said in a deep, scratchy voice. 
“My biggest struggle each day is whether or 
not I am going to kill myself today.”

HIKING FOR FUN, HIKING FOR MORE
The 2,184 miles of the Appalachian 

Trail that famously run through 14 states 
from Georgia to Maine attract people with 
as many reasons to hike the trail as there 
are mountain peaks. Lifelong goals, friends’ 
outings, day trips and nature connections 
top the list for many. Beneath the carefree, 
environmental-loving ilk of many treks, 
however, are a number of hikers searching. 
For some, such as the woman at the water, 
they are searching for a reason to live.

Jones being on the banks of the spring 
at that moment, in what he called a “ran-
dom, but God-appointed, encounter,” is 
why the Appalachian Trail Chaplaincy 
exists. Meeting people where they are may 
mean struggling up rocks, setting up a 
campsite or hiking in the mud.

While Jones’ job description is short, 
it includes listening, helping and, when 
needed, praying with fellow hikers. That 
most crucial responsibility, he says, is more 
of a promise than a duty.

“I will walk the trail with you,” said 
Jones, whose trail name “Cold Turkey” is a 
nod to his personal struggles with addic-
tion and recovery, a plight not uncommon 
to many on the trail. 

TO BE A PART OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CHAPLAINCY
To donate or apply to the Appalachian Trail Chaplaincy, contact the Rev. Alan Ash-
worth at alanashworth2@hotmail.com or 276-688-6151. Applicants are not required 
to be Holston Conference United Methodist Church members.
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Friends join Chuck “Cold Turkey” Jones (front row, 
second from left) at Amicalola Falls in Dawson-
ville, Georgia. Sending him off were (back row, 
from left) Dave “Shortstop” Smith, the Rev. Bob 
Hayes, charter member of the Applachian Trail 
Chaplaincy board; (front row, from left) the Rev. 
Alan Ashworth, Jones, Anna Gaultney, Dave Jones 
and Bert “Wildcat” Emmerson.
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Bert “Wildcat” Emmerson (left) and 
Becky “Nightingale” Sandrik pose for 
a photo at Stecoah Gap near Robbins-
ville, North Carolina.
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MINISTRY OF EGGS, BACON 
AND A BISCUIT

The chaplaincy program grew out 
of hikers’ need for a hot, home-cooked 
meal. For the past 14 years, breakfast has 
been served at New Hope Union United 
Methodist Church, located 1 1/2 miles from 
where the trail crosses State Route 615 
in Bastian, Virginia. Members at the host 
church, as well as at Pine Grove United 

Methodist Church, provide trans-
port for the hikers, and, when pos-
sible, rides into town to the bank or 
post office. The Rev. Alan Ash-
worth, the program’s founder, is the 
pastor of both small churches.

All along, Ashworth’s vision 
stretched beyond the breakfast 
table. 

“We started with an idea to 
intercept hikers and minister to 
their needs,” Ashworth said. “But we had 
a desire for lasting relationships and long-
term contact. We have an opportunity to 
offer something beyond food. We can offer 
encouragement.”

CHAPLAINCY CONNECTION 
MULTI-DIRECTIONAL

Now in its fourth year, the Appala-
chian Trail Chaplaincy originated with 
the Holston Conference. It is starting to 

reach outside Holston’s borders into the 
other annual conferences connected by 
the Appalachian Trail, as well as other 
conferences not connected geographically, 
but, by an affinity for the trail. 

United Methodists within the New 
England Conference and the Western 
North Carolina Conference have opened 
their homes and provided other support to 
the chaplains. The Arkansas Conference 
annually sends folks to help serve meals. 
The West Virginia Conference is exploring 
ways it might be involved. The ministry is 
planning to add an intern to the trail, a Yale 
Divinity School graduate from the Virginia 
Conference.

“I’d like to see the Appalachian Trail 
Chaplaincy evolve into an inter-confer-
ence cooperative ministry overseen by 
representatives from the 11 annual con-
ferences hosting Appalachian Trail miles,” 
Ashworth said. “I’d like to see a network of 
local churches along the trail all engaged 
together in hiker outreach.”

In 2013, Josh Lindamood became 
the first trail chaplain commissioned by 
the Holston Conference, which provides 
training, gear, food, insurance and other 

expenses for the 
hike’s dura-
tion. A family 
emergency took 
Lindamood, 
a.k.a. “Hardtack,” 
off the trail 
mid-way. David 
“Shortstop” 
Smith took the 
challenge in 
2014, seeking 
solace along the 
trail following 
the death of 
his 3-year-old 

grandson, crediting his hikes with helping 
him move through his grieving. Post-chap-
laincy, Smith is an active advocate for the 
ministry, speaking throughout the eastern 
United States.

Bert Emmerson, better known on the 
trail as “Wildcat,” was taking to the trail 
for his second time as a thru-hiker when 
he was commissioned as the 2015 Appala-
chian Trail Chaplain. 

The ministry of Emmerson, who has 

earned the elite title of Triple Crown 
(meaning he has thru-hiked the Appala-
chian Trail, the Pacific Crest Trail and the 
Continental Divide Trail), was one of ser-
vice, carrying water, starting fires, assisting 
with others’ aches and pains. For Becky 
“Nightingale” Sandrik and Danford “Wood-
ford” Moore, who met and traveled with 
Emmerson, he made lasting impressions.

Leading by example in a humble way is 
what Sandrik most admired about Emmer-
son. As a novice hiker, she learned much 
hiking with “Wildcat.” Often, Sandrik said, 
when the two would be standing at a fork, 
Emmerson would ask, “Nightingale, does 
that look like the trail to you?”

“I think that question,” Sandrik said, 
“might be something that I hear the rest of 
my life as I ask myself, ‘Becky, are you on 
the path, are you on the trail that you want, 
the path that you’re choosing purposefully 
or is it just the easiest one?’” 

After spending time with Emmerson, 
Moore is a big fan of the chaplaincy minis-
try, believed by leaders to be unique among 
mainline denominations.

“With Wildcat and the chaplaincy, he 
took outreach from a church and put it at 
a human needs level, to provide for other 
people physically, not just spiritually,” 
Moore said. “He wanted all parts of their 
being to be healthy. And I think that speaks 
highly of not just the person but also of The 
United Methodist Church. It’s a very posi-
tive way to show the teaching of Christ.”

As often happens on the trail, people 
wander in and out of one another’s com-
pany along the way. Jones, who lost touch 
with the woman at the water just after the 
initial encounter, ran into her again a cou-
ple of days later. The two spent a few hours 
together as she recounted her story and he 
listened, shared and prayed with her.

“I have a feeling that even though I am 
being sent onto the trail as a servant, that 
I will find that I will be the recipient of 
more blessings than I would ever be able to 
reciprocate,” Jones said. “My prayer is that 
I will be able to step out of the way and let 
him move and work, and that I will simply 
have eyes to see and ears to hear.”

Crystal Caviness is a public relations 
specialist at United Methodist 
Communications, Nashville, Tennessee.
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Marisel Tompong
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BY SOPHIA AGTARAP AND DAVID VALERA

IN THE HEART OF ONE OF MANILA’S 
MOST DEPRESSED AREAS – TONDO – IS 
A POCKET OF HOPE. THERE, KIDS GATH-
ER EVERY SCHOOL NIGHT FOR A WARM 
MEAL, AND MOMS GATHER FOR COMMU-
NITY THAT FEEDS BODIES AND SPIRITS. 

Here you will find Marisel Tompong, 
a nurse from Mary Johnston Hospital 
and graduate of Mary Johnston College of 
Nursing.

Mary Johnston is the only United 
Methodist hospital in the Philippines. It 
has been serving the poorest patients in 
Tondo for 105 years. The majority of the 
patients live in Manila’s slums and squat-
ter areas and go there for care, says Edna 
Imperial, dean of the College of Nursing.

In 1906, through the Women’s For-
eign Missionary Society (today’s United 
Methodist Women), Dr. Rebecca Parish, 
from Logansport, Indiana, went to the 
Philippines as a medical missionary. The 
first female doctor in the country, she 
established Dispensaria Betania (Betha-
ny Clinic). The hospital was the church’s 
response to the lack of sanitation, drinking 
water and proper nutrition.

The late Philippine President Elpidio 
Quirino once said, “I wish there were 
more hospitals in the country that could 
render as much service as this hospital has 
rendered. “

INVITING THE CHILDREN
As Tompong makes her way through 

the skinny alleys of barangay [barrio] Paro-
la, a mom with a one-year-old child in her 
arms and another child in tow stops her.

The mother, gesturing to her older 
daughter, asks about the after-school feed-
ing program. “Can she join?” Pointing to 
the one-year-old in her arms, “How about 
this one?” Tompong asks a few questions 
and is on her way.

As Tompong passes kids going home 
during the lunch hour, she reminds them 
about the feeding program. 

Arriving at Parola United Methodist 
Church, Tompong finds volunteers already 
prepping the afternoon meal – sopas – a 
common soup in the Philippines made of 
macaroni noodles, chicken stock and vege-
tables. She unwraps the donated vitamins 
the children will take. 

The chil-
dren and their 
guardians gather 
around the tables 
in the classroom. 
As the children 
sit down, Tom-
pong checks 
her attendance 
book, noting some 
who are perpetually absent. The mother 
she encountered earlier is there with her 
children.

After a prayer, Tompong begins ladling 
the sopas into bowls, directing the older 
children to help the younger ones, as the 
soup is hot.

The mothers take turns making the 
meals. Children who participate in the 
feeding program show noticeable weight 
gains, moving closer to the recommended 
weight for their age. The meals supplement 
whatever little they have to eat at home.

One mother, Net Net, talks about how 
her son has already gained two kilos [about 
4.5 pounds] since he began participating in 
the program. 

BOWLS OF HOPE
FEED KIDS’ BODIES,  

MOMS‘ SPIRITS 
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A MISSION NURSE 
“The program has been here for a few 

years, and Marisel is hardworking and 
comes every day to make her rounds and 
check on everyone,” said Mageline, anoth-
er of the mothers. “She is our community 
nurse from Mary Johnston.” 

As a few kids line up for seconds, Tom-
pong walks around the classroom giving 
spoonfuls of lemon-flavored vitamins to 
the kids.

Asked why she does this, Tompong 
responded, “When I was a college student, 
I was exposed to community immersions. I 
would see kids without slippers or clothes, 
malnourished. I would dream one day that 
when I was a nurse, I would have the type 
of work where I could serve these kids; that 
I would be some type of mission nurse.

“The feeling of being able to help some-
one else brings me joy.”

Tompong begins to cry as she contin-
ues, “Even in the washing of hands and 
the praying before meals, we are helping 
the children build character. When I walk 
around and greet the children, they call 
me ‘ma’am’ and are excited to be there. 
And soon, they will be graduating from the 
program.”

The after-school feeding program is 
part of the Training and Assistance Pro-
gram for Self-Reliance that Mary John-
ston College, a United Methodist Women 
institution, began in the 1980s. 

ADDRESSING HEALTH, EDUCATION
“We do not believe in dole outs, where-

in you just give everything,” Imperial 
said. “You have to teach them how to fish. 
It’s not just one-time giving; it has to be 
sustained. 

“As a college of nursing, our goals are 
two-pronged: health and education,” Impe-
rial continued. “The entry point for this 
community is health, and then education.” 
The Christian nursing school embodies 
the Gospel in all it does, addressing the 
spiritual nourishment of the people it 
serves.

“When you open a community out-
reach program, you diagnose the problems 
and prioritize the programs,” Imperial 
explained. “Usually, the number one issue 
is poor health stemming from the malnu-
trition problem in the community. Many 

families do not have a way of earning a 
livelihood for themselves. We help them 
learn how to earn a living. At the end of 
your program, families should be able to 
have their own earnings.” 

“Ultimately,” Imperial said, “what 
we want is to change one family at a 
time. One family with a well-nourished 
child, one family with a student who has 
finished high school, one family who has 
met Christ. If that would be possible, then 
I think we have done our share of the 
mission.”

“I see God most in the ways the moth-
ers are impacted,” Tompong said. “The 
kids have started to go to church. We live 
in a dangerous community, and even with 
news of shootings and stabbings and kill-
ings, I see God moving.”

Sophia Agtarap, freelance writer and social 
media maven living in Nashville, Tennessee, 
developed this story from video footage and 
interviews conducted by the Rev. David 
Valera, director of connectional ministries in 
the Pacific Northwest Conference.
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Volunteers from New Covenant United 
Methodist Church in Georgia joined others 
at Canaan United Methodist Church in Rid-
geville, South Carolina, in a three-day effort 
to remove flood-damaged tile at Canaan. The 
Canaan congregation has been unable to 
worship there since the storm.

Nearly half of what the South Carolina Conference has 
received in flood relief funds has come from sources out-
side the state, according to the treasurer’s office. 

“What speaks to me is the connectional nature of The 
United Methodist Church and how quickly these other 

states have responded to our needs,” said Beth Westbury, conference treasurer. “Before 
we were even able to say we need help, they were saying, ‘I’m sending you a check.”

The Rev. Gregg Varner, conference disaster relief coordinator, said the United 
Methodists exemplified the connection with an outpouring of help, both hands-on 
and financial.

“We should all be proud to be United Methodist,” Varner said. “We have sent 
teams all over the Southeast, and here we are having a flood and some of the places 
we have been are now sending teams to help us. That kind of connection you can’t put 
a value on.”

Earlier this year, the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) provided 
a $1 million grant for long-term recovery. That followed a $20,000 emergency grant 
made last fall. 

In early December, the North Carolina Conference sent two teams to help in loca-
tions near the border. One included North Carolina Bishop Hope Morgan Ward and 
all eight district superintendents. Varner said several other conferences are on the 
schedule to come to South Carolina.

“We’re trying to be good neighbors,” Ward said, noting the North Carolina Confer-
ence is no stranger to disaster. “I called and said, ‘We want to come.’ We had a cabinet 
meeting scheduled, but we said, ‘Let’s not meet. Let’s go to South Carolina.’ It’s good 

to help. We’ve already been tremendously blessed by being 
here.”

The North Carolina team spent Dec. 7 and 8 working 
with the Rev. George Olive and others in the Marion district. 
They spent nearly a full day emptying the contents of one 
woman’s garage that received tremendous water damage. 

Enid Schlegel, 79, lives with her husband, Ronald, who 
has dementia, and their two Manchester terriers. Schlegel 
said it touched her heart to know fellow Christians would 
step up and help her do something she couldn’t possibly do 
on her own. 

“It’s wonderful,” Schlegel said. “I just think it’s fantastic 
that they’d come and help.”

“This is just the beginning of us being here,” said the Rev. 
Gil Wise, North Carolina Beacon district superintendent.

The Rev. Kenneth Locklear, Gateway District superin-
tendent, agreed, noting, “It’s a great opportunity to give an 
expression of love to people who need a hand of outreach 
right now.” 

Jessica Brodie, editor, South Carolina United Methodist 
Advocate

Donations, work teams flood South Carolina
AS SOUTH CAROLINA UNITED METHODISTS CONTINUE 
THEIR LONG-TERM EFFORT TO REBUILD AND REPAIR HOMES 
AND CHURCHES DAMAGED IN THE OCTOBER 2015 FLOODS, 
CHRISTIAN BROTHERS AND SISTERS OUTSIDE THE STATE ARE 
PITCHING IN WITH HAMMERS, NAILS – AND CHECKBOOKS.
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WHEN DISASTER STRIKES, 
’THE CONNECTION‘
OFFERS PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS, SERVICE
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Anthony Lorenzo and his family from Toms River, New Jersey, 
were displaced for two years after Superstorm Sandy. They now 
live in their newly raised and renewed home.

Progress, need mark third 
anniversary of Sandy
WHILE THE FLOODS FROM SUPERSTORM SANDY HAVE LONG 
SINCE RECEDED, THE DAMAGE FROM THE OCT. 29, 2012, 
CATASTROPHE IS SOMETHING THOUSANDS STILL FACE DAILY.

A Future With Hope, the Sandy recovery arm of The United 
Methodist Church in Greater New Jersey, and its partners, the 
Ocean County Long Term Recovery Group, Episcopal Relief and 
Development and the Salvation Army had a third anniversary 
event to celebrate recovery and to let those still in need know they 
have not been forgotten.

“We’ve had a lot of success helping people recover and return 
home,” said Bobbie Ridgely, executive director of A Future with 
Hope, “but we know there are still thousands struggling in recov-
ery, and we are here to continue helping them.”

A Future With Hope has already rebuilt 183 homes with more 
than 10,000 volunteers. 

Some of the volunteer groups 
that partner with A Future With 
Hope are United Methodist church-
es and groups from Greater New 
Jersey and around the country. 
Many are affiliated with the humani-
tarian arms of other denominations.

Another partner is the New 
Jersey Department of Community 
Affairs, which provides financial 
resources for those in recovery. David 
Reiner, the deputy commissioner of 
the department’s Sandy Recovery Di-
vision, recognized the importance of 
partnerships at the third anniversary 
celebration.

Recovery would also not be possi-
ble without regular financial contribu-
tions. Major funders for A Future With 
Hope include the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief, the Hurricane Sandy NJ Relief Fund, the 
American Red Cross and the Robin Hood Foundation. Groups 
including United Methodist churches, Jewish youth groups, 
Episcopal Disaster Recovery, local swim clubs and individuals 
and organizations from all around the United States have raised 
hundreds of thousands of additional dollars. 

Because of all the donations, the Foundation Center named A 
Future With Hope a top five Sandy recovery group, emphasizing 
its plan to continue toward the goal of rebuilding between 300 
and 500 homes with 20,000 volunteers. Salvation Army Major 
Betty Israel said at the anniversary event that all of the partner-
ships have helped lead to new avenues of recovery as well.

“Innovation happens because a lot of people out there are 
trying and doing different things,” she said. “Every time you hit a 
wall, you turn another corner and keep going. That innovation is a 
part of our collaboration.” 

Excerpted from an article by Jeff Wolfe, former editor, Greater New 
Jersey Relay, originally published Oct. 30, 2015.

Colorado wildfires left lingering needs 
IT WAS DURING LENT 2014 THAT THE REV. NANCY BOSWELL 
SPENT A FEW MOMENTS QUIETLY REFLECTING ON HER 
RESPONSE TO THE 2012 WILDFIRES IN COLORADO. A 
PASTOR AT CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IN FORT 
COLLINS, COLORADO, SHE VIVIDLY REMEMBERS SEEING A 
HUGE PLUME OF SMOKE THAT SENT HER ON A DISASTER 
RESPONSE JOURNEY.

“We spent several days calling people to check on them, figur-
ing out what was going on,” she recalled. “It took about two weeks 
to put the fire out.”

The fire in her area was just one of a devastating series of 
wildfires that struck the state in the summer of 2012. Fires forced 

at least 34,500 Colorado residents to 
evacuate that June alone.

As massive as the fires were, so was 
the response, Boswell recalled. “When 
we had the first meeting of our long-
term recovery committee at Christ 
UMC, 96 people came.”

With funding support from the 
United Methodist Committee on 
Relief and other faith-based organiza-
tions, that group became the ecu-
menical Long-Term Recovery Group 
of Northern Colorado, which helped 
scores of fire survivors. Response to 
other fires was just as intense.

“There were 257 homes destroyed 
in the High Park fire and the long-term 
recovery group worked with 235 fire 
survivors,” said Boswell.

While most of the long-term re-
covery needs were met in the first two years after the fires, some 
survivors still needed to rebuild their homes.

Phyllis Kane is a case manager who in 2014 was still helping 
people with lingering needs. She said her training from UMCOR 
and the American Red Cross helped her understand that disaster 
recovery takes more time than most people realize when they first 
see news footage about a wildfire.

“For some people, it took a year to decide whether or not they 
could or should rebuild on the same lot,” she said.

Kane said it is a good time to remember people whose needs 
are no longer in the news but are pressing nonetheless.

“It takes six to nine months to build a house — and that’s 
during non-disaster times,” she said. “Fire survivors have more 
difficult decisions to make. Some of them spent weeks on debris 
removal alone.”

Excerpted from a 2014 article on www.umcor.org by Susan Kim, a 
freelance journalist and regular contributor to the website.
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FOR MANY CHILDREN (AND THEIR PARENTS), the school year is drawing to a 
close. The kids are excited and can’t wait for the freedom of no schedule, no 
routine and nothing to do.

That is until they get bored! Which usually happens around day two!

Using Facebook, Interpreter asked several groups of church leaders for their 
favorite summer ministry ideas that did not require a lot of cost or planning.
Those posting their ideas on the closed United Methodist Clergy, United 
Methodist Deacon and UMC Ministry with Children pages gave permission for 
them to be published here with their names. 

Find an expanded version of this story 
with more ideas at Interpreter OnLine, 
www.interpretermagazine.org.

SMALL TOWN, BIG FUN

Just because Salem, Arkan-
sas, is a small town, it doesn’t 
mean the United Methodists 
can’t give the town’s children a 
big fun summer! 

“We have had weekly Wacky 
Wednesdays,” said Rev. Cherie 
Baker, church pastor. “We follow 
a two-and-a half-hour shortened 
VBS format, going 10-12:30, and 
then feed lunch to the kids. We 
also have a swim party at the 
city pool on a Sunday afternoon 
in the summer. We have even 
brought in a local ice cream 
vendor for free ice cream and an 
outdoor evening movie.”

PARTY IN THE PARK

Wesley United Methodist 
Church in Eugene, Oregon, 
does events they call Party in 
the Park.

“We meet at a city park 
with activities including mu-
sic, face painting, food, crafts 
and games,” said Anna Eckel-
barger Salas, minister to youth 
and children at the church.

“Families from the church 
and neighborhood are invited-
to come out and play, but we 
switch the activities,” Salas 
added, saying, “It’s different 
every time!”

JUNIOR SCIENTISTS AT WORK

Science is fun! And getting 
to do science experiments 
outside of school is even better!

At New Life Community 
Church in Luling, Louisiana, 
Jennifer Green, ministries 
coordinator, set up science sta-
tions with all the supplies kids 
need to do different science 
experiments. 

“We did this last year, and 
the kids loved it!” she said.

“The kids were able to come 
and go to the different stations 
and do the activities/experi-
ments,” Green said. “At each 
station, along with the supplies 
and instructions, there was a 
reading or Bible verse that tied 
in with the activity.”

TALE BLAZERS LOVE READING

Little ones get a reading 
program just for them at First 
United Methodist Church in 
Duluth, Minnesota. 

Laura Morgan Stahl, di-
rector of children’s and family 
ministries, coordinates Tale 
Blazers, a summer reading 
ministry for preschool through 
early readers. 

Each week, volunteer 
readers from the congregation 
read two children’s stories. 
After that, the children can 
participate in games and crafts 
around the book themes. 

KEEP KIDS 
BUSY, LEARNING 
THIS SUMMER

Face painting is among the favorite 
activies for kids (and adults) during 
Party in the Park.

INSIDE ACTIVITY A MUST

When the Rev. Lynn 
Bartlow served as co-pastor at 
Song of Life United Methodist 
Church in Queen Creek, Arizo-
na, she spent part of the time 
on maternity leave.

The time included joining 
stay-at-home moms with pre-
schoolers for the local library’s 
story hour. However, story time 
stopped during the summer. 

“In Phoenix, summer is 

brutally hot and playdates are 
limited to indoor places and 
story time,” Bartlow said. To fill 
the void, the church took over 
story time for the little ones. 
The church met in a school, so 
Bartlow hosted  story time in 
her living room.

“It was very simple,” she 
said. “Either my husband or 
I would read a story, make a 
two-sentence lesson for the 
kids to remember and then let 
the children do a simple craft.

“We were pleased when 
we had some new people who 
didn’t attend our church come 
with their kids,” she said. “We 
did this through the summer 
until the library’s story hour 
resumed.”

Bartlow and her husband, 
the Rev. Ron Bartlow, are now 
co-pastors at Trinity Heights 
United Methodist Church in 
Flagstaff, Arizona.
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What’s NEW with

DeepBlueKids.com • 1-800-672-1789
Cokesbury.com | 800.672.1789

Deep Blue 
Bible Storybook
The Bible Storybook 
contains 146 stories 
written in language 
young readers can 
understand! For 
children ages 3-6. 
9781501815010  
$21.99

Submerge 
DVD Series
Use this resource to 
spark weekly discussion 
about applying 
Scripture to everyday 
experiences! Hosted by 
Pastor Blake Bergstrom. 

Deep Blue Rotation
Ideal for churches using a 

rotation format where children 
alternate between learning 

stations each week! 
Find out more at 

DeepBlueKids.com/rotation

Meet the newest 
member of the 

Deep Blue Crew, 
Caleb, and 

his pet turtle 
Speedy!

www.deepbluekids.com
www.cokesbury.com
www.deepbluekids.com/rotation
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Answering calls for help 
in Ecuador, Texas

One hundred percent of the 
buildings in Deweyville, Texas, were 
damaged when heavy flooding 
struck the town during Holy Week 
in March.

A team from Gama TV documents the effects of the April 16 earthquake in 
the city of Guayaquil, Ecuador.

This article was adapted from United Methodist News Ser-
vice articles written in mid-April. Reporting on the Ecuador 

earthquake were Michelle Maldonado, associate director, His-
panic/Latino Communication, and Joey Butler, multimedia editor, 

United Methodist Communications. Reporting on the Texas flooding 
was Sam Hodges, United Methodist News Service reporter. 

HOW TO HELP
PRAY.

GIVE: ECUADOR EARTHQUAKE – Designate gifts to the International 
Disaster Response fund (Advance #982450). Make donations on line at 
www.umcor.org, by calling 888-252-6174 or by check sent to Advance 
GCFA, P. O. Box 9068, New York, NY 10097-9068.

GIVE: TEXAS FLOODING – Online at http://bit.ly/26oBI4M (designate “Give 
as Guest”) or by check to Texas Annual Conference, 5215 Main Street, 
Houston, Texas 77002 or to Disaster Response – United States (Advance 
#901670) using one of the methods listed above.

SERVE: Watch the UMCOR and United Methodist News Service sites for 
calls for volunteers to serve in areas recovering from natural disasters.

ECUADOR
In the wake of a 7.8-magni-
tude earthquake, along with 
aftershocks, that struck coastal 
Ecuador on April 16, Bishop 
Silvio Cevallos of the Evangel-
ical United Methodist Church 
of Ecuador asks that people 
“continue to hold our country 
in prayer.”

The quake, Ecuador’s most 
powerful since a 1987 earth-
quake that killed 1,000 people, 
had claimed 350 lives as of 
mid-April, and at least 2,500 
were injured or missing.

The Evangelical United 
Methodist Church has a small 
but vital presence in Ecuador, 
with 20 congregations and 
seven new mission initiatives.
The General Board of Global 
Ministries currently has two 
missionaries appointed to the 
country — the Rev. Daniel God-

win and Sara Flores. Both were 
safe following the quake.

Flores said that a ware-
house used for United Method-
ist worship services in Calceta 
is now a temporary shelter for 
families. She attended a service 
at Rios de Agua Viva Methodist 
Church in Romerillos where 
members pledged to donate 
their onion and potato crops to 
send to the affected areas.

“Already some of our 
local Methodist churches are 
traveling to the coast to take 
donations and check on fami-
lies and churches,” Flores said. 
“Many partner churches and 
friends from all over the world 
have been in contact. (On April 
17) the people called Methodist 
around the world were praying 
with us.”

SOUTHEAST TEXAS
As of mid-April, the Texas 

Conference was assessing 
needs and determining exactly 
where to set up relief centers 
in flooded southeast Texas. 
They will request volunteers 
when they know how best to 
meet the mid- and long-term 
needs of flood victims.

The greater Houston area 
had eight flood-related deaths. 
One was Charles Odum of 
Waller County, a seventh-grade 
teacher who attended Pattison 
(Texas) United Methodist 
Church. News reports said 
he died in his car after it was 
submerged in flood waters.

The Rev. Sharon Sabom, 
who leads the Deweyville and 
Mauriceville United Methodist 
churches, said the Deweyville 
church, along with “100 per-
cent” of the homes in Dew-
eyville had flooding after some 
18 inches of rain fell there, 
prompting an evacuation order.

Mauriceville’s family life 
center has served as a shelter. 
Equipped with 40 cots and 
a kitchen, it is also ready to 
house relief workers.

Salem United Methodist 
Church, a small, predominant-
ly African-American church in 

Tomball, Texas, was damaged, 
apparently by a fallen tree, the 
Rev. Morris Matthis, the Cen-
tral North District superinten-
dent, said.

“I’m very concerned about 
what this could mean for that 
church,” he said. “They don’t 
have insurance.”

Having been in touch with 
the United Methodist Commit-
tee on Relief, Matthis ex-
pressed confidence that United 
Methodists will do their share 
or more.

“What we know is that 
our folks are going to step up 
and be who they are,” he said. 
“They’re going to give of them-
selves and serve and make a 
difference.”

MAY • JUNE 2016 United Methodist Interpreter

44

UNITED METHODIST NEWS SERVICE



DID YOU KNOW there is a non-profit United Methodist property and 
casualty insurance company whose only mission is protecting the 

property and ministries of The United Methodist Church?

Please call (855) 606-6505 today to learn more and receive your free, no-obligation quote.

United Methodist Insurance (UMI) exists to provide the adequate insurance coverage outlined in the Book of Discipline with 
your budget in mind. Every policy we issue is in full compliance with the Book of Discipline providing you with the peace of 

mind you deserve. It is no wonder that over 2,500 United Methodist churches have insured with us in just the last 36 months.

We will be at General Conference. Stop by our booth for a free umbrella and more information.

P.O. Box 5000 Bennington, VT 50201
855-606-6505 • uminsure.org

social justice through a faithful lens
Come to Washington, DC for a 2-3 day tailor-designed seminar!

To learn more,  visit umc-gbcs.org/um-seminars or
email seminars@umc-gbcs.org 

?

www.umc-gbcs.org/um-seminars
www.uminsure.org


I Am United 
Methodist

People, personalities, passions

W
hen Billie K. 
Fidlin was a 
high school 
senior, her 

mom became terminally ill. 
Although her family did not 
attend worship regularly, their 
United Methodist church, 
especially the pastor, stepped 
in to help.

“The church played a 
strong role during that period,” 
she recalls. “The church was 
my sanctuary.”

After the birth of her first 
son, Fidlin knew “the church 
needed to be a part of me and 
me a part of it. I love God, and 
God loves me. That relation-
ship means something and 
has responsibilities associated 
with it.”

She has stayed with the de-
nomination, she says, because 
of “the call to justice, action 

and mission. We live out our 
faith as Jesus calls us to do. 
We have issues – yes – but the 
difference we make as a body 
... is really unparalleled.”

Now director of outreach 
for the Desert Southwest Con-
ference, Fidlin is a member 
of Dove of the Desert United 
Methodist Church in Glen-
dale, Arizona.

“Beyond my position with 
the conference,” she says, 
“I chair the public policy 
commission for the Arizona 
Faith Network and serve as 
vice president of the board 
of directors, which puts me 
in a position with legislators 
and lobbyists to ask that we 
look at public policy from a 
faith standpoint. For example, 
a state budget is the moral 
document of a state. Is that 
document how God calls us to 

love all among us?”
Fidlin’s experience of 

teaching at a United Method-
ist Women School of Christian 
Mission inspired her to start 
a nonprofit online magazine, 
Whisper n Thunder, www.
whispernthunder.org. The 
magazine has more than three 
million readers. The non-prof-
it organization offers scholar-
ships, leadership and emer-
gency-assistance programs; 
and has a radio show and a 
YouTube channel.

“This is all born from my 
passion for justice, which is 
completely due to the teach-
ings, influence and mentorship 
I received – and still receive – 
as a United Methodist. I am 
beyond grateful to God and my 
church.”

Through all the challeng-
es of her life, Fidlin says, her 
church family has been a 
blessing. 

“Once I began a ministry 
with inner city kids and gang 
members, and the church was 
so supportive of a ministry so 
foreign to them.” In honor of 
her efforts, she received the 
Distinguished Evangelism 
Award from the Foundation 
for Evangelism in 2004.

She appreciates United 
Methodism’s “call for mission 
and justice in collaboration 
with a foundation in our faith 
and call to live out that faith. 
But also,” she says, “I am a 
firm believer in connectional-
ism. What we can do together 

with God at our center is so 
much greater than what any 
individual church or person 
can do.”

The denomination is not 
without challenges, Fidlin 
admits.

“We continue to struggle 
with controversial issues, 
sometimes, in an unhealthy 
way,” she says. “We need a 
strong Council of Bishops 
and clergy leadership to help 
us – to come to the table and 
to provide safe sanctuary for 
discussion when we disagree – 
without attack or judgment. 
Certainly we must pray for the 
General Conference.”

Fidlin describe her “ideal 
global church” as one that 
would more fully embrace 
inclusivity and ministry 
opportunities for all, and serve 
as the voice for compassion, 
peace and justice.

She identified key issues 
facing the denomination: 
leadership development, the 
church’s relevance to people of 
all ages, job creation, econom-
ic inequality, hunger, immi-
gration, human trafficking, 
child and elder abuse, refugee 
resettlement, prison reform 
and health care.

“We need to lead the ad-
vocacy efforts in these and all 
issues.” 

Barbara Dunlap-Berg is general 
content editor at United Method-
ist Communications in Nashville, 
Tennessee.

GLENDALE, ARIZONABillie K. Fidlin

Billie K. Fidlin
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IT’S UP TO YOU TO RUN THE RACE OF YOUR LIFE... 
BUT WHAT ARE YOU RACING FOR?

A bold, imaginative way to understand God’s signals through the fast-paced 
world of auto racing. Far-fetched? Not when you consider that the apostle 
Paul wrote passionately about “the race of faith.” Fuquay uses wisdom and 
humor to compare the fl ags used in auto racing to the signals God sends us 
in our race of life.

FREE Children’s, Youth, and Adult Group Guides 
available online at RobFuquay.com

Bookstore.UpperRoom.org | 800.972.0433

PAPERBACK
$9.99

9780835815789

ENLARGED PRINT
$9.99

9780835815826

eBOOK 
$9.99

9780835815802

KINDLE 
$9.99

9780835815796

AVAILABLE 
NOVEMBER 

2016

GCORR is building the
capacity of The United

Methodist Church to be
contextually relevant and

to reach more people,
younger people, and more

diverse people as we
make disciples of

Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the

world.

MORE PEOPLE.
YOUNGER PEOPLE.

MORE DIVERSE PEOPLE.

INSTITUTIONAL
EQUITY

Tweet us @GCORR_UMC
 Follow us @GCoRRUMC

INTERCULTURAL
COMPETENCY

VITAL
CONVERSATIONS

#GCORR
gcorr.org

www.robfuquay.com
www.bookstore.upperroom.org
www.gcorr.org
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The Rev. Sherry Cothran Woolsey
WEST NASHVILLE AND ST. JOHN’S 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

BY JOEY BUTLER

The Rev. Sherry Cothran Woolsey

I
f the Rev. Sherry Cothran 
Woolsey sleeps, it’s hard 
to imagine when.

In addition to pastor-
ing two churches, she helped 
found Dreamweave (http://
dreamweavebags.com/), a 
program that teaches incar-
cerated women a job skill; 
directs the Nashville Jung 
Circle; lectures and performs 
concerts; is writing two books, 
and just completed a new CD 
on wisdom literature. 

“I really try to look at the 
gifts I’ve been given and hon-
ing in on how those gifts can 
speak,” she says. “I’m trying 
to be receptive to the projects 

that come along and inspire 
me, putting them out there the 
best I can and seeing where 
they lead.”

At one point, her gifts led 
her to a rock ‘n roll stage. For 
much of the ‘90s she sang 
with The Evinrudes, a Nash-
ville-based rock band. After 
The Evinrudes’ record deal 
fell apart, Cothran Woolsey 
pursued a seminary degree. 

“I was on my way to get a 
Ph.D. in community develop-
ment, and I was going to go to 
divinity school for a couple of 
years and planned to work in a 
church somehow,” she says. 

Her interest was in helping 

communities develop around 
churches. “I had this Wesleyan 
idea that churches should be 
the sanctification centers for 
the community, that we should 
provide ways for the commu-
nity to experience God.

“I’m deeply Wesleyan,” she 
adds. “I like how he viewed 
grace, almost a Universalist 
in a way that there are many 
spiritual paths on the way to 
the Divine. The roots of Meth-
odism are in tolerance and 
interreligious dialogue.” 

That interreligious dia-
logue is the foundation of her 
latest CD, “Kiss the Ground.” 
She received a grant from the 

Louisville Pastoral Institute 
and the Lilly Endowment to 
look into the genre of wisdom 
literature in various reli-
gious traditions. She said she 
studied sources as varied as 
Jewish texts from the Old Tes-
tament to Native American 
spirituality and Islamic Sufi 
poets. She also wrote some 
songs from her own experi-
ence of “wisdom I’m gleaning 
from being a pastor.”

Citing Wesley’s belief that 
“this process we call salvation 
is a lifelong journey,” Cothran 
Woolsey says her ministry 
journey continues.

“I’m moving into my own 
path. What does ministry look 
like for me and what does it 
need to look like in this day 
and age? Where is the church 
moving?” she asks. “Our con-
gregations have been trying to 
navigate what that looks like. 
I’m not sure what we’re transi-
tioning into, but I think it’ll be 
really cool!”

Joey Butler is multimedia editor 
at United Methodist Communi-
cations in Nashville, Tennessee.

See the Rev. Sherry Cothran 
Woolsey discuss the inspiration 
for her song “Tending Angels,” 
about ministering to the 
homeless.
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Technology
Getting wired for God

livingourprinciples.org
Find out how United Methodists around the world are living
out the Social Principles:

Video screens show a session of the 2012 General Conference from several 
angles. All worship services and legislative and other plenary sessions of 
the 2016 assembly will be live-streamed at GC2016.umc.org.

Many ways to be part 
of GC 2016 (without 
buying a plane ticket)

W
hether you are 
traveling to 
Portland, Ore-
gon, or follow-

ing the 2016 General Confer-
ence from home, technology 
will play a key role in how you 
experience these important 
two weeks. 

Fran Walsh, director of 
member communications for 
United Methodist Communi-
cations, says, “We are devel-
oping several ways to explore 
the news, multimedia and live 
streaming, so that people can 
engage as much or as little as 
they want.” 

GC2016.UMC.org 
The primary landing 

page for all things Gener-
al Conference is located at 
GC2016.umc.org. You will find 
schedules, venue tours, video 
content, links to the Daily 
Christian Advocate and a 
constantly growing slate of ar-
ticles. Expect to see 12 or more 
new articles, videos and other 
postings each day of General 
Conference to help you stay 
up-to-date with what is hap-
pening. This is also where you 
will be able to watch the live 
stream of worship, celebra-
tions, legislative debates and 
voting. 

GC 2016 Mobile App
This is the second General 

Conference to have a dedi-
cated presence on the home 
screens of smartphones. The 
app will allow you to keep up 
with the schedule and news, 
as well as make it easy to view 
the live stream wherever you 
find yourself. For those on 
the ground in Portland, there 
are convention center maps, 
schedules and documents 
relating to the work of the dif-
ferent legislative committees. 
The UMC General Conference 
2016 app is available for both 
iOS (iTunes store) and An-
droid (Google Play store).

60daysofprayer.org
The General Conference 

prayer team calls all United 
Methodists to prayer for the 
church The call is to pray 
during the 40 days prior to 
General Conference, the 11 
days of the gathering itself and 
the nine days following. A dai-
ly prayer guide is available via 
email or text message. Simply 
log onto the site, and click the 
text or email button and you 
can participate in this global 
prayer emphasis each day.

The Daily Digest
The Daily Digest is a free 

ongoing e-newsletter that 

will keep you informed about 
all the news of The United 
Methodist Church. Subscribe 
and receive a daily email with 
United Methodist news from 
around the globe. If you only 
want to receive the digest 
during General Conference, 
it is easy to set a specific date 
range for your subscription 
before you hit “subscribe.” 
Go to umc.org/dailydigest to 
subscribe.

#UMCGC
Whichever social media 

channels you use to dive into 
the ongoing conversation about 
General Conference, tag your 
posts with the official hashtag 
#UMCGC. Use it to search for 
what others are saying.

Throughout General 
Conference, you may have 

questions ranging from the 
current language in the Dis-
cipline to clear definitions of 
terms to why we do General 
Conference in the first place. 
Walsh said, “UMC.org has lots 
of answers to all those ques-
tions and more with a simple 
search.” So, when you have 
questions, simply navigate to 
the UMC.org homepage and 
search for the information you 
need.

The Rev. Jeremy Steele is Next 
Generation minister at Christ 
United Methodist Church, 
Mobile, Alabama. He is also an 
author, blogger at jeremywords.
com and a frequent contribu-
tor to MyCom, an e-newsletter 
published by United Methodist 
Communications.

FREE EXPLORING GENERAL CONFERENCE STUDY

“Exploring General Conference” is a free online course from United 
Methodist Communications that explains the top legislative body of The 
United Methodist Church. This free resource explains the work of General 
Conference.

Each of the five modules in this course will take about 30 minutes to 
complete. The online course will give you a basic working knowledge of the 
church’s legislative process through General Conference.

This course is available through June 30. Register at https://umctraining.
org/course/146.
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livingourprinciples.org
Find out how United Methodists around the world are living
out the Social Principles:

May–June 2016 issue

Care for Creation
In the next issue of New World Outlook… 

n  Creation Care and Climate Justice
n  Rising waters mean disappearing communities
n   COP21—the United Nations considers climate change
n   A calling to care for the Earth

For tablets and smart phones, try accessing New World Outlook articles 
from www.newworldoutlook.org, optimized for easy reading.

Order this single issue online at www.umcmission.org/store,  
call customer service at 888-346-3862, or email csc@umcom.org.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
6 issues for $24.00, online at http://newworldoutlook.org,  

or call 1-877-881-2385 • Digital edition for $10 a year
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 Beliefs, practices, identity

To Be United Methodist
How does our congregation say “good-bye” to a 
pastor we love and warmly welcome a new one?

SAYING GOODBYE
Pray. Pray for your current pastor, the 

new pastor and your congregation. 
Lend a hand. Your pastor will need 

boxes and might like help packing, taking 
apart bed frames or loading the U-Haul. 
Suggest where you might help.

Give an appropriate gift. Consider a gift 
card or a picture of a time you shared.

Attend the farewell. Eat, laugh, cry, 
celebrate and tell stories with your congre-
gation. 

Say a personal goodbye. Write a note of 
appreciation for your time together.

THE “IN-BETWEEN” TIME
Help get ready. Invest in the successful 

ministry of your new pastor.
Learn about the incoming pastor. Read 

the profile of your new pastor and his/her 
family on the church website. 

SAYING HELLO
Go to church that first Sunday. Support 

your new pastor from the start.
Give a good gift. A gift card to your 

favorite business, restaurant or home 
improvement store helps  introduce the 
pastor and family to your community.

Give space. Allow the pastor to get 
settled. Choose another time to drop by for 
a chat.

Take the initiative. Attend a meet-and-
greet, join the pastor’s Bible study or invite 
her/him to coffee. 

Resist quick judgements. Extend grace. 
Get to know this pastor and how you can 
serve together. 

Expect the best. Ask what you can in-
vest in this new season of ministry.

Adapted from an article by the Rev. Joe 
Iovino originally published at UMC.org. 

SEND FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION KIT & DVD

1011Military Road, P.O. Box 39, Buffalo, NY 14217; Toll Free 1-866-276-3686, e-mail: info@armento.net

Visit us at www.Armento-Columbarium.com

BLENDING ARTISTRY & CRAFTSMANSHIP SINCE 1946 
C O L U M B A R I U M S

A Columbarium in the life of the Church
preserves a tradition of remembrance.

An Armento Columbarium is an affordable alternative that preserves
cherished memories & delivers a message of comfort in the knowledge that those

that have touched our lives will always remain in the company of family & friends.

Order 
magazines 

for the men 
of your church

Give copies of  
United Methodist Men 

magazine to men 
in your church.

Only $10 per year 
per subscription when 10  

or more copies are delivered 
to a single address. 

Save $15 over the individual 
subscription price of $25.

Send check or money order  
to UM Men 

Subscription Fulfillment
1000 17th Avenue S.
Nashville, TN 37212

The magazine of United Methodist Men

Spring 2015Volume 18 • Number 2

UM Men  
target  
domestic  
violence

The magazine of United Methodist Men

Fall 2015

Volume 18 • Number 4

Caring for    

those who 
serve

The magazine of United Methodist Men

The magazine of United Methodist Men

Spring 2016

Volume 19 • Number 2

Comfort those 
who mourn.

99476_Spring 2016 Mag.indd   1

2/17/16   9:17 AM

MAY • JUNE 2016 United Methodist Interpreter

51



Cokesbury.com | 800.672.1789

United Methodists need a breath of fresh 
air. Don’t worry. This is not another book 
full of theories and opinions about what we 
should do concerning all the issues facing 
our denomination—quite the opposite. 

In What Are We Fighting For? author 
Thomas J. Bickerton offers a way to move 
beyond all the discord to a hope-fi lled 
future by exploring how we can come 
together around what matters most so 
that the gospel of Jesus Christ becomes a 
vibrant part of our lives and witness. 

The book may be used as a standalone or 
as part of a six-week adult or churchwide 
study enhanced with a DVD featuring 
compelling video segments with Bishop 
Bickerton and a Leader Guide that includes 
fl exible format options for use with any 
size group.

Study Components:
• Book • Devotional
• DVD • Leader Guide 

United Methodists need a breath of fresh 
air. Don’t worry. This is not another book 
full of theories and opinions about what we 
should do concerning all the issues facing 
our denomination—quite the opposite.

 author 
Thomas J. Bickerton offers a way to move 
beyond all the discord to a hope-fi lled 
future by exploring how we can come 
together around what matters most so 
that the gospel of Jesus Christ becomes a 
vibrant part of our lives and witness. 

The book may be used as a standalone or 
as part of a six-week adult or churchwide 
study enhanced with a DVD featuring 
compelling video segments with Bishop 
Bickerton and a Leader Guide that includes 
fl exible format options for use with any 

A breath of fresh air to rejuvenate 
our churches and our denomination.

www.cokesbury.com


As United Methodists, we believe that church is more than a building or service on Sunday. 

We believe that church happens when we work with those who are hungry, sick or forgotten. 

It happens when we stand together for justice and inclusion, and when we expand our worship 

experience by taking action to share God’s love. When we embrace our social principles and 

answer the call to active discipleship—opening our hearts, minds and doors—that’s when we

put our beliefs into action to create change and transform lives. That’s what it means to be 

United Methodist. That’s what it means to RETHINK CHURCH.

Learn how your church can take advantage of 

resources available to you at umcom.org/rethinkchurch

WE BELIEVE 
CHURCH CAN HAPPEN ANYWHERE. LOOK FOR OUR

ADVERTISING
CAMPAIGN

LAUNCHING

MAY 2, 2016

www.umcom.org/rethinkchurch


EXCLUSIVELY FOR INTERPRETER 
DIGITAL READERS, access to the   
2016 State of the Church Report and the May-June  
issue of New World Outlook.

Review quickly the work of United Methodists 
in the Four Areas of Focus and the Vital 
Congregations initiative during the 2013-16 
quadrennium, goals for 2017-20 and new 
statistics on membership and giving.

For people living along the coasts of countries 
in Southeast Asia and island nations in the 
Pacific, the effects of climate change are not 
something to be experienced in the future. 
They live with the results daily. Read how 
mitigating the effects of climate change is not 
only a matter of environmental stewardship, 
but an issue of justice.

CLICK ON THE COVER TO READ THE 
HANDBOOK OR NEW WORLD OUTLOOK.

TOGETHER IN MISSION FOR SAKE OF THE WORLD

FUTURE-FOCUSED
MISSION DRIVEN

TOGETHER IN MISSION FOR SAKE OF THE WORLDTOGETHER IN MISSION FOR SAKE OF THE WORLD

FUTURE-FOCUSED
MISSION DRIVENMISSION DRIVENMISSION DRIVEN

New World OutlookNew World Outlook

MISSION DRIVEN
New World Outlook
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