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Hi, heroes!
Look for me, Flame
the Red Panda, on the new
VBS Hero Cards and
FREE VBS app!

OUR VERY BEST OFFER!

ES HAVE

GOD’S HERO

HEART!

ES HAVE

GOD’S HERO

POWER!

VBS Hero Central Kick-Off Kit
only

$159

when you pre-order by July 31

ES
GOD’S HERO

Get Your VBS Hero Central Super Starter Kit
PLUS these extras:
* Adult Cape and Mask * 6 Kid’s Capes
* Leader T-Shirt, Size Large
* Recruitment Flash Drive * Drawstring Bag
* PLUS FREE shipping

Pentecost

The Holy Spirit empowers us to share
God’s love and do good. — Acts 2:1-41

$125 worth of FREE extras!

HAVE

Use item number 9781501836411 and
offer code VF17 at checkout.
Offer ends July 31, 2016. Continental U.S. only, no express shipping.

Abigail Saves the Day
God empowers us to act courageously in

ES HAVE

GOD’S HERO

HOPE!
The Beatitudes

Jesus teaches us to have hope in God.
— Matthew 4:23–5:12

order to do good and seek peace. — 1 Samuel 25

ES HAVE

GOD’S HERO

wISDOM!

ABSTRAD_022616

#cokesburyvbs

CokesburyVBS.com
Jesus Goes to the Temple

It pleases God when people, at any age,
value wisdom. — Luke 2:41-52

Prices subject to change.

HeroCentral_ND_INTCV8375x10875

Samuel Anoints David

God does not see people as we see;
God looks at the heart. — 1 Samuel 16:1-12
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recent flooding in the area.
(UMNS/MIKE DUBOSE)
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What’s NEW with

Deep Blue
Bible Storybook

Submerge
DVD Series

The Bible Storybook
contains 146 stories
written in language
young readers can
understand! For
children ages 3-6.
9781501815010
$21.99

Deep Blue Rotation

Ideal for churches using a
rotation format where children
alternate between learning
stations each week!
Find out more at
DeepBlueKids.com/rotation

DeepBlueKids.com • 1-800-672-1789

Use this resource to
spark weekly discussion
about applying
Scripture to everyday
experiences! Hosted by
Pastor Blake Bergstrom.

Meet the newest
member of the
Deep Blue Crew,
Caleb, and
his pet turtle
Speedy!

Cokesbury.com | 800.672.1789

More blessed to give

A

6

s the parent
of three – and
soon to be four –
young children,
I can attest
that there is no shortage of
children’s books declaring the
virtues of generosity. From
a young age, award-winning
books ranging from Shel Silverstein’s The Giving Tree to
Marcus Pfister’s The Rainbow
Fish abound to share why,
paraphrasing the familiar
Bible verse in Acts 20:35, “It
is more blessed to give than to
receive.”
The message of generosity,
the theme of this issue of
Interpreter, isn’t only for
children. It’s a lifelong
message. The Bible is filled
with dozens of passages about
generosity, nuggets of wisdom
for all ages. “Give, and it will
be given to you” (Luke 6:38);
“Whoever is generous to
the poor lends to the Lord”
(Proverbs 19:17a); “...for God
loves a cheerful giver” (2
Corinthians 9:7b); “You will
be enriched in every way to
be generous in every way” (2
Corinthians 9:11a).
Now that we are a
few months past General
Conference 2016, I have
reflected on the kindness
we experienced while in
Portland, Oregon. The most
diverse General Conference
ever, due to an increase in
delegates from the central
conferences, gathered for the
denomination’s quadrennial
legislative assembly.

Kindness, which after all is
offering generous friendliness
and consideration toward one
another, was in abundance
during General Conference.
Amid the challenging and
difficult work of those 10
days in May, we watched
many delegates and others
interact with a generosity
of listening and concern,
positively impacted, I believe,
by first-time simultaneous
translations from the plenary
floor so every delegate could
use her or his own first
language. Generous helpings
of grace were delivered daily,
and prayer certainly was in
generous supply.
As we moved between
making decisions for
the future of The United
Methodist Church and
celebrating successes,
we witnessed our global
connection in the flesh as
thousands of people gave
generously of their time and
resources to be part of the
event. We launched new goals
for the next quadrennium:
» to make a million new
disciples of Jesus Christ;
» to engage 3 million new
people to make a difference
in the world;
» to transform 400
communities for vital
abundant living;
» to reach a million children
with lifesaving health
interventions; and
» to double the number of
vital congregations.
It will mean taking
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generosity to a new level as
United Methodists around the
world commit time, talents
and resources to reach these
goals.
At the end, the most
important action was, to
quote Bishop Bruce R. Ough
on behalf of the Council of
Bishops, “we affirmed our
commitment to stay united.”
United. Together.
Connected.
The essence of United
Methodist connectionalism is
based on the idea that together
we can do so much more than
we can do alone. Every United
Methodist congregation is
connected throughout the
denomination through a
unique, interlocking chain of
conferences. United Methodist
churches share their
resources, both financial and
human, to support ministries
beyond the local congregation.
It is this common mission
and shared governance that
result in United Methodists’
collective impact for the
kingdom of God.
You’ll read more about
how United Methodists share
the gospel and impact the
world in this issue, stories
about the many ways that the
12.4 million members of the
denomination give generously
to transform people through
education, advocacy,
ecumenical ministries,
disaster relief and other
outreach.
United Methodists,
according to statistics from
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Dan Krause

the General Council on
Finance and Administration,
gave more than $135 million
to support various ministries
of the church in 2014. More
than $373 million benefited
benevolent causes, such as
soup kitchens, clothing drives
and non-United Methodist
outreach and mission.
When disaster hit, United
Methodists contributed $28
million for disaster response
locally and internationally.
(Source: “State of the Church
Report,” Interpreter, JanuaryFebruary 2016)
In a word, the people of
The United Methodist Church
are givers. The single generous
action of giving, repeated
over and over, by United
Methodists in more than 135
countries enables The United
Methodist Church to provide
ministries and services
that advance our mission of
making disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation
of the world.
Because, together, we know
that we are more blessed to
give than to receive.
Dan Krause is general
secretary of United Methodist
Communications in Nashville,
Tennessee, USA, and publisher of
Interpreter.

A Forum for Readers

Reflections
Mixed reviews
The article – “UMs play key role at
U.N.” (March/April) is interesting but
only a fraction of the story. The role
of the Women’s Division (now United
Methodist Women) is totally ignored
and overlooked. The “other half” of the
story deserves telling. See 2012 Book
of Discipline, Paras. 1010 and 1320.12.
Read “Legacy for the Future” by Thelma
Stevens – the Women’s Division had an
official observer at the U.N. beginning in
1949! Talk with retired Women’s Divison
staffer Mia Adjali about her 40 years
of U.N. work. Ask Harriet Olson about
current activity. There have been and
continue to be MANY AND VARIED
cooperative efforts in the Church Center
at the United Nations building, which
United Methodist Women own.
Barbara E. Campbell, St, Paul’s
UMC, Asheville, North Carolina
I’ve been reading Interpreter for
decades and your March/April issue is the
most substantive. This represents a lot of
work and it is helpful to all. Great work!
The Rev. Rich Peck (retired), First
UMC, Franklin, Tennessee
I just finished the latest issue on
“Guided by Our Principles” (March/
April). It was very disappointing. Are we
supposed to be grateful that Lifewatch
was permitted to pray in the Methodist
Building? So you found a conservative on
the GBCS. Of course, he has moved from
the right to the center.
On climate change, the measures
advocated will impede the means of
economic advancement that will truly
help the poor of the world. For my church
to take such a position is disgusting.
It is very disturbing that you and your

fellows confuse governmental coercion
in the form of involuntary wealth
redistribution with Christ-centered
charity. Dear Lord, save us from peace
and justice politics.
I will be dedicating a good bit of my
time to cutting the funding for your
publication.
Mike Moorman, First UMC,
Metropolis, Illinois
I would like to order
25 extra copies of the
March/April Interpreter
magazine. We are doing
a study called “When
Christians Disagree”
and talking about several
things in our Social
Principles.
The Rev. Fran Cooper,
St. Marks UMC,
Midlothian, Virginia

I have no idea who could champion
this project, but our people need this
knowledge. Perhaps, your inclusion of
my letter will reveal a greater need in the
many churches in the USA or world.
Steve Llewellyn, First UMC,
Waukegan, Illinois

Focus on Jesus’ life, teachings
Two heartfelt and genuine opinions
were expressed in the
May/June Reflections.
However, this debate
leaves a retching in my
stomach. It is reminiscent
of a previous debate that
lasted way too long. The
world’s major Christian
denominations were
among the last to truly
include blacks as full,
participating members.
We have learned
much over the last 2,000
years. As followers of our Lord Jesus
Christ, perhaps it is past time to have
another look at the Bible’s five-eight
passages that refer to same-sex rape,
temple prostitution and wasted seed.
Let us all try to reinvest in the great
commandments Jesus gave us.
I stand with Jesus Christ. My hope
and prayer is that The United Methodist
Church obeys the Bible (in context), with
focus on the life and teachings of Jesus
Christ. Meanwhile, I am in awe of all the
church does to make disciples for the
transformation of the world. And I love
my “church family.” So, I will keep my
commitment to our senior pastor not to
do anything which could lead to a split of
our congregation.
Les Fenter, First UMC, Marble Falls, Texas
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Defending the faith
While teaching adult Sunday school
at my church, it became apparent that
no one had any idea how to defend our
faith. Few of our youth have a clue how
to rebut criticism they receive from
their peers. Discussion with my pastor
showed she agreed with me. It was
suggested that a curriculum be written
that would encompass everyone from
elementary school to adult. I searched
the internet for anything that could
come close but could really find
nothing.
The only things I have seen lately
showing Christianity in a good light are
movies such as “God Is (Not) Dead” and
“Miracles from Heaven.” The only people
I’ve heard actively showing their faith are
from “Duck Dynasty.”

2 0 1 6

CONGREGATION DOES
ANSWERING CALLS FOR HELP
WHAT COMES NATURALLY IN ECUADOR, TEXAS

4/29/16 9:40 AM

WE WANT Interpreter welcomes Letters to the Editor related to the content of the magazine or other issues of interest to United
MAIL!
Methodists. Letters should be limited to 150 words and include the writer’s name, local church, city and state.
Letters may be edited for length and clarity. Send letters to interpreter@umcom.org or Interpreter, P. O. Box 320,
Nashville, TN 37202-0320.
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Success Stories From Local Churches

A natural sanctuary

A

s the people worshipped, they could
hear birds sing
above a faint orchestra of bugs, smell the light
fragrance of crepe myrtles
and feel the gentle breeze. The
congregants sat and mediated
on God’s word in the Green
Cathedral.
“People enjoy worshipping
outside,” said the Rev. Lisa
Bandel, pastor of Davidsonville United Methodist Church
in Maryland. Church members created the Green Cathe-

dral outdoor worship area 25
years ago at the end of the long
driveway leading to the back
road of the church property.
Beginning in May, weather
permitting, people have an
opportunity to worship outside for the 8:30 a.m. service.
The time changes to 9:30 a.m.
in June and for the rest of
the summer. Others attend
the 10:30 a.m. service in the
church’s sanctuary.
Bandel said the Green Cathedral service draws people
of all ages. It’s more casual,

COURTESY PHOTO

It Worked for Us
and folks dress in
comfortable clothing. The Rev. Lisa Bandel leads the annual Blessing
Sometimes members of the Animals in the Green Cathedral at Davidsonville (Maryland) United Methodist Church.
of other churches join
service on Easter Sunday and
the Davidsonville
for other special services,
congregation for the outdoor
such as weddings and confirservice.
mations. It offers the perfect
Benches with backs prosetting for a blessing of the
vide comfortable seating. A
animals.
built-in platform and sound
The calming, outdoor envisystem serve the praise band
ronment also offers a place for
that leads the contemporarystyle worship. There is even an people to pray, meditate, relax
and simply enjoy the beauty of
altar with a cross, she said.
daises, black-eyed susans and
Bandel said the worship
space is also used for a sunrise chase bush flowers.

Davidsonville United Methodist Church | 819 W. Central Ave, Davidsonville, MD 21035 | 410-798-5511 | dumcoffice@dumc.net |
www.dumc.net | Rev. Lisa Marie Bandel | Average attendance: 152 | Baltimore-Washington Conference
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July–August 2016 issue

Connecting in Faith
In the next issue of New World Outlook…

Photo Courtesy Petevo UMC

n A new mission initiative in the Central African Republic
n From Hong Kong to Japan for youth ministries with Kennis Lam
n Connecting in Palestine through the World Council of Churches
n Cuba to Angola, Brazil to Mozambique, and other global connections

For tablets and smart phones, try accessing New World Outlook articles
from www.newworldoutlook.org, optimized for easy reading.
Order this single issue online at www.umcmission.org/store,
call customer service at 888-346-3862, or email csc@umcom.org.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
6 issues for $24.00, online at http://newworldoutlook.org,
or call 1-877-881-2385 • Digital edition for $10 a year
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T

he sign outside the
tan brick church
reads: “Take what you
need, compliments of
FUMC.” The items next to it
have been disappearing at a
fast rate.
While many people
hang ornaments on trees
for Christmas, First United
Methodist Church in
Hutchinson, Kansas, began
placing socks and flip-flops,
covered in plastic, in their
evergreens during Easter.
The footwear disappears
in a good way, says Deanne
Martin. She offered the

idea of putting all colors
and sizes of socks on the
bushes – allowing people
to take what they need
Flip-flops and socks are free for the taking from the trees outside First United
and remain anonymous.
Methodist Church in Hutchinson, Kansas.
The items can be taken
socks and flip-flops on the four need,” said the Rev. Jeff Slater,
anytime – day or night. When
Martin shared her plan for the evergreen trees on the first
pastor of First. “There is
Sunday of the project.
sock giveaway, church board
homelessness around in this
members suggested adding
small town.”
Martin replenishes the
flip-flops as the weather was
The church will continue
bushes every week and is
starting to warm. The colorful grateful for the donations
to “keep it up,” until the
offerings also added “pizazz
need goes away, said Slater.
of church and community
outside the church since there
Currently, First Church
members. “We need to do
is not much greenery,” said
also assists individuals and
more outside the church,” said
Martin. She and other church
Martin. “We need to be visible.” families with paying utility
volunteers – including Sunday
bills and provides food
“This is a great way to
school children – placed 250
through its food bank.
help people with a specific

COURTESY PHOTO

Bushes sprout
flip-flops, socks

“It Worked for Us” is written by Christine Kumar, a freelance writer and
administrator, Baltimore Metropolitan District, Baltimore-Washington
Conference. Send story ideas to interpreter@umcom.org. Find more “It
Worked for Us” at Interpreter OnLine, www.interpretermagazine.org.

First United Methodist Church | 101 E. 1st Ave., Hutchinson, KS 67501 | 620-662-2386 | fumhutch@sbcglobal.net | fumhutch.com |
Rev. Jeff Slater | Average attendance: 187 | Great Plains Conference
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Dedicated to Caring for You—
Under a New Name!
The General Board of Pension and
Health Benefits is being renamed
Wespath Benefits and Investments—
United Methodist Interpreter
JULY AUGUST 2016
July 2016.
•

a general agency of The United Methodist Church

The General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits is changing its name, but the people
and services you rely on will continue to support
your retirement, health and welfare plans, and
manage your investment funds.
For more information about our new agency
name, visit wespath.org.

it worked for us

Success Stories From Local Churches

T

he Rev. Dave Serven
believes that prayer
brings people together
regardless of who they
are, what they look like and
even if they are not churchgoers.
So, Serven and his church
members offered prayer to
their community. In March,
volunteers cemented tall,
white crosses into the ground
in front of the Winchester
Community and San Jacinto
United Methodist churches
that Serven serves in California. In front of each is a black
mailbox that reads: “Prayer
Requests.” The mailboxes hold

paper and pens to make “sending” the requests easy.
More than 40 people have
placed prayer requests in the
mailboxes since March. “We
get a plethora of requests,”
Serven said. “People ask us
to pray for the health of their
families, illnesses that loved
ones or they have. We had a
prayer request from a young
girl whose parents were going
through a divorce.” Some
people sought prayers to have
a closer relationship with God.
Members of both congregations are enthusiastic about
the outreach ministry. A team
of prayer warriors gathers and

prays as they
receive requests.
Serven said that
the church has a
responsibility to
the community,
that people need The Rev. Dave Serven
to feel it is safe to
The crosses and prayer
ask whenever they are in need
request mailboxes are perof prayer, not just on Sunday.
The mailboxes are checked manent fixtures outside both
churches. People can seek
two to three times a week.
prayers all year round.
When the prayer requests are
“This is not about me,
directed to Serven, he will call
it’s about the church being
those who leave their phone
there for our community and
numbers and talk and pray for
providing hospitality,” said
them. He also invites them to
Serven. “We are all a family
church. A few have attended
and we are all God’s children.”
worship.

San Jacinto United Methodist Church | 210 S. San Jacinto St., San Jacinto, CA 92583 | 951-654-2307 | sanjacintoumc@gmail.org | Average
attendance: 56 | Winchester Community United Methodist Church | 33005 Taylor St., Winchester, CA 92596 | 951-926-1779 | Average
attendance: 58 | dlserven@yahoo.com | Rev. Dave Serven | California-Pacific Conference
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Tractor blessing a serious ritual

BRENDA HENSLIN

G

ary Heslin
believes that his
farm is blessed. He
trusts the power of
prayer and that’s why he drove
his tractor to the parking lot
of Pleasant Corners United Methodist Church for a
blessing.
On April 3, the Rev. Joel
Xavier blessed more than 14
tractors. Leading the service
for the third year, the pastor of
Pleasant Corners in Kasson,
Minnesota, climbed aboard every one of the large machines.
“I get up on every tractor
and pray,” Xavier said. “The
owner comes forward and
also touches the tractor.” The
pastor includes a different
blessing for each machine as

The Rev. Joel Xavier includes prayers for a good harvest, safety and all who
are part of the farm economy during the annual Blessing of the Tractors at
Pleasant Corners United Methodist Church in Minnesoa.

each one has its own function.
“I also pray for the agriculture
business, research, livestock
and green distribution,” he
said. Xavier’s hope is to bless
the tractors before the planting
season so that the farmers can

benefit from a good harvest.
Heslin, member of Pleasant
Corners for the past 45 years,
said that the Sunday morning
tractor blessing has a serious
meaning for him. “It’s not just
about the tractors,” he said.

“It’s about the seed that is put
in the ground, technology, tractor operators and those who
repair the tractors.” Heslin
mainly grows corn, soybeans
and hay on his several thousand-acre farm. He also raises
cattle and hogs. He said that
he and his family have been
blessed with good crops over
the years – even though in the
first year of the tractor blessing
the tractors broke down. “It’s
just the way life goes, and we
have setbacks,” he said. “But
we depend on God for everything.”
Neighbors of church
members in the small town
also bring their tractors for the
blessing and join in worship in
the church sanctuary.

Pleasant Corners United Methodist Church | 21927 650th St., Kasson, MN 55944 | 507-634-7823 | pckumc@kmtel.com |
www.kassonumc.org | Rev. Joel Xavier | Average Attendance: 15 | Minnesota Conference
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Praying for their community

Inspiration & Resources
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Ideamart
Celebrate with ‘Able’
lyrics, backgrounds

T

he debut performance
of “Able” rocked the
house as General
Conference 2016
celebrated the success of
Imagine No Malaria on May
18. “American Idol” contender
Jeremy Rosado performed
the song commissioned by
Imagine No Malaria as a gift
to United Methodists around
the globe.
Lyrics, background vocals
and an audio mix of the song
can be downloaded free with
links at www.imaginenomalaria.org/page/lets-celebrate
(scroll down to “Let’s keep the
celebration going!”) Producers
suggest the song can be used
both to continue the Imagine
No Malaria celebration – and
for other occasions when Unit-

ed Methodists are marking
what they do together.
On the background mix,
listeners will hear children
from Zimbabwe singing, “Our
God is able, more than able to
do more than we can ask or
imagine.” A woman sings the
bridge in Shona.
“This program wasn’t
about imagining less malaria;
the invitation was to imagine
no malaria and that seemed
like a God-sized project. That’s
why I wanted to be a part of
writing the song,” said “Able”
songwriter James Tealy.
“This is for The United
Methodist Church, so the song
was meant to just be a celebration of all the work they can do
when they work together.”
“When we got together,

New candidacy
guidebook available
It includes a guide to
assist mentors as they lead
discussions and prepare
mentor reports.
The guidebook
also features two
new chapters to
help candidates
fully understand
health considerations and educational expenses.
“Our hope with
this new edition is
that we have been
COURTESY GBHEM

A

nswering the Call,
a guidebook for
group mentoring
of candidates for
ordained ministry, is now
available from the General
Board of Higher Education
and Ministry.
The new candidacy
guidebook provides a more
robust discussion of United
Methodist beliefs and
defines the sharp distinction
between the discernment
and application processes.
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Jeremy Rosado sings “Able” during a celebration of The United Methodist
Church’s Imagine No Malaria campaign May 18 at the 2016 General Conference in Portland, Oregon.

we knew it was for a celebration, but we also wanted it to
be, let’s say bigger than that,”
co-songwriter James Isaac
Elliott added. “(The lyrics)
could be used for this, but then
hopefully for years to come.
We really based the song on
Ephesians 3:20 where it talks
about how God is able to do
more than we can think or
imagine. I would love this song
to really have an impact and be
an encouragement to people.”
“It gives me so much joy to
think about the people (who)
may try to cover it,” Rosado
said, “the kids that try to sing
it within the churches.”
“Songs allow us to connect

kind of what we know about
who God is to what we feel
about God,” Tealy continued. “So it’s always been an
important part of the life of the
church that we might sing the
truth that we believe. I want
the church to be reminded of
that – that the church wouldn’t
be able to escape walking
around singing ‘Our God is
able!’ That’s my hope.”

responsive to conferences as
they have developed a model
for mentoring in candidacy
groups as well as addressing
some of the emerging needs
of candidates regarding
health and financial literacy,”
says the Rev. Meg
Lassiat. Director of
candidacy, mentoring and conference
relations at Higher
Education and
Ministry, Lassiat
edited the candidacy
guidebook.
Candidates
and conference

representatives can order
the new guidebook through
UMCARES, www.umcares.
org. An electronic version of
the guidebook is currently
available.
Candidates who have begun using the 2009 guidebook,
Fulfilling God’s Call, may complete that edition rather than
changing books midstream.
For additional information,
contact the candidacy office at
candidacy@gbhem.org.

JULY • AUGUST 2016

Adapted from stories and
features produced by United
Methodist News Service and
UMVideos, services of United
Methodist Communications.

Communications Office,
General Board of Higher
Education and Ministry
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here are all the
men?
Unfortunately, they seem to
be missing in action. Gone.
Unseen. Unavailable.
“Worldwide, men are missing in action; absent from Sunday morning church services
and absent from community
ministries,” said Bishop James
E. Swanson Sr., president
of the General Commission
on United Methodist Men
(UMM). “Most men simply do
not go to church. Could this be
a piece of the puzzle as to why
our churches are in a state of
decline?”
But, there is a ray of hope.
Churches whose congregations are comprised of 50
percent men are thriving,
Swanson said.

A new video (http://bit.ly/
UMMvideo), “Missing in Action,” produced by the General
Commission on United Methodist Men, offers ideas for
getting men back into United
Methodist congregations.
» Boy Scouts – Be a host
church and train Scout
leaders to lead boys in
scouting. Unchurched
families often find a church
home in the host church.
» Service projects — Men
who might never initially
enter a church for worship
are more likely to become
involved with a congregation through projects,
such as building ramps for
people with disabilities,
free car check-ups and
golf tournaments. Serving
through projects allows

UMNS/MIKE DUBOSE

‘Missing in Action’
focuses on bringing
men back to the church
Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. (left), president, and Gil Hanke, general
secretary of the General Commission on United Methodist Men, introduce
the “Missing in Action” video to the 2016 General Conference.

men to form relationships
that can often lead to a
willingness to engage with
the church.
» Feeding ministries – In
2015, UMM led thousands
of volunteers into fields to
glean thousands of pounds
of unharvested food.
“Through these activities, United Methodists have
the potential to bring nearly
30,000 men into a relationship
with Christ,” said Gil Hanke, UMM general secretary.
“The General Commission

on United Methodist Men is
helping men grow in Christ
and the local churches and the
communities around them are
reaping the benefits.
“Men don’t have to be
missing in action anymore,”
Hanke said. “Partner with us
and experience the transformation in your church and
community.”
Polly House, freelance writer,
Nashville, Tennessee.

Grants available for campus
discipleship ministries

T

he Foundation for
Evangelism is beginning a pilot grant
program to impact
ministry with young people
on college campuses in the
United States.
“Making Disciples on the
College Campus” will provide
grants of up to $50,000 in each
of three years to innovative
campus-focused ministry.
“We hope to challenge
those in ministry in a university setting to push beyond

traditional interpretations of
campus ministry to evangelize,
nurture, support and create
disciples of Jesus Christ,” said
Foundation President Jane
Boatwright Wood. “Notice we
aren’t just saying ministry with
students, but making disciples
on the college campus.”
The Foundation will accept
applications through 5 p.m.
EDT on Aug. 1. The deadline is
final.
Organizations applying for
the grants must have tax-ex-
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empt status and be in the
United States. Eligible to apply
are Wesley Foundations, local
churches, chapel/church-affiliated universities, organizations
focused on United Methodist
youth, ecumenical groups,
United Methodist general agencies and newly formed United
Methodist-affiliated entities.
Considered for funding will
be pilot programs with documented successful outcomes
in addressing the adaptive
challenges faced in evangelism

United Methodist Interpreter

to individuals on the college
campus and a strong probability of replication on a larger
scale.
Existing programs, capital
improvements or salary support will not be considered.
Find detailed information
and application procedures
at foundationforevangelism.
org/2016/05/new-grant-pilotprogram-announced.
The Foundation for
Evangelism

Readers respond

”We asked …
you said …“
Several weeks prior to finishing each issue of Interpreter, we send a question to all readers
for whom we have email addresses, asking them to respond with a short answer of 50-75
words. We include a few of the answers here and more at Interpreter OnLine, www.interpretermagazine.org. This issue’s question brought some of the heaviest responses ever. We
hope you will join the conversation.

WE ASKED:

What does it mean
to live a generous
life, to follow a
generous lifestyle?

YOU SAID ...

A generous lifestyle is where I realize
just how greatly I have been blessed by
God in so many areas that, in return, I
seek to be just as great a blessing in his
name to others.
The Rev. Kevin Barron, Farm Hill
UMC, Harrisburg, Arkansas
Living generously is living gratefully,
offering from one’s abundance without
thought of recompense or expectation of
return in order to enhance and enrich the
lives of others.
David Bowman, Hamilton
UMC, Neptune, New Jersey
To be generous, you must make
someone happy before yourself. You must
give your time to someone who needs it
even when you don’t have time to spare.
You must give your favorite belongings to
someone who needs them. In short, to be
generous, you must love the people around
you more than yourself. It’s a lovely irony
that in the process, you will realize your
own happiness, you will find your time
well spent, you will find new favorite
things, and you will find more love than
you ever dreamed of.
Matthew Bradke, First UMC,
Bryant, Arkansas
Like a heartbeat, generosity is involuntary – it happens without conscious
thought. It is the “without a second
thought” showing love to another.
Diana Braziel, Fairbanks
UMC, Houston, Texas

A generous life follows John Wesley’s
admonition to “give all you can.” Even in
times of personal scarcity, a generous life
looks to the interests of others more than
self. Beginning with the “full tithe,” the
minimum standard of Christian stewardship for United Methodists, the generous
life gives liberal offerings to church
and charity. We are not generous to call
attention to self. We are generous because
we follow our Lord Jesus in the way of
generosity.
The Rev. Dennis W. Derr, retired,
Harbeson, Delaware
A generous lifestyle is a way of living
that reflects intentionally a life touched
by God. It is actually simpler than it
sounds. It is living with eyes opened for
opportunities to give to total strangers,
to give repeatedly, and to give often. It is
gratitude in action. It’s a way of living that
takes the neighbor into account. Finally,
it is living with thoughts of God on the
front burner.
Vincent J. Dominique, Warren
Temple UMC, LaGrange, Georgia
I think “a generous life” simply
requires a certain mindset. You make
a conscious decision to live your life by
loving your neighbor and yourself. Once
this decision is made, God enables you to
give freely. After all, we have Jesus as an
example! While it’s important to donate
to good causes, it’s not always about
money. It’s about relationship. Taking the
time to listen, sharing your skills, lending

United Methodist Interpreter
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a hand. It’s so good for you! And for those
you touch!
Sharon Kimmel, New Castle
(Delaware) UMC
A generous life is lived by one who has
become addicted to gratitude and discovered the joy of giving.
Judy Kline, Greenland Hills
UMC, Dallas, Texas
What best describes a generous life? A
life of freedom and yet as a slave to Christ.
A person who regards others as more
important than themselves – a selfless
life. One that gives freely and without
compulsion love, time, service, encouragement and the truth and grace of the
gospel. A generous life is a life that gives
oneself continually to the Lord and trusts
God even when God doesn’t seem to be
present or acting on their behalf.
Judie Lemons, White Mountain
UMC, Show Low, Arizona
A generous life is a life lived with your
hand open. Open to hold a child’s hand
crossing a busy street. Open to hold wrinkled, gnarled fingers twined in age. Open
to give to the frightened, abused woman
escaping to hope. Open to hear sighs of
pain, smiles of love and tears of grief.
Open to give money to fill a need. Open to
give love so others might live.
Mary Lou Luther, Kimberling
City (Missouri) UMC
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"We asked ..."

Readers respond

YOU SAID ...

A generous lifestyle honors “sustainable” concepts of the 21st century
along with unconditional loving tenets
taught by Jesus the Christ. This includes
respectfully loving self, others and “God
made” (natural) life and resources with a
discerning understanding and application
when participating in human-designed
organizations, structures and resources.
It is fearless and faithful dwelling in love,
forgiveness and grace, a gracious lifestyle
devoid of greed and worldly seductions.
Janet Florence McCormack, Zia
UMC, Santa Fe, New Mexico
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A generous lifestyle means more than
being willing to provide funds and other
financial and material support to others.
It means being willing to give of yourself
in every way, including accepting and loving others, and supporting and caring for
those who may be different in any way.
Lynn Moore, Christ UMC, Tulsa, Oklahoma
A generous life is living modestly and
humbly, always willing to share and give
what you have, be it money, food, time,
skills, advice, etc. It is always having open
arms, an open and loving heart.
Laddie Perez-Galang, Laguna Country
UMC, Laguna Woods, California
I think of a generous person as one
who not only shares of her financial gifts
but also shares of herself. The most financially generous people I know are often
not actually giving of themselves. Often
it is easier to write a check than to be in
relationship with those we are helping.
When someone shares with me a part of
himself – his struggles, his joys, his encouragement, his love – then I feel blessed
by a generous spirit.
Jan Phelps, Christ UMC, Franklin, Tennessee

A generous life begins in gratitude
to God, which radiates out to others.
When we know at our core that we are all
connected, we listen with discernment,
kindness and patience. A generous life
means being attuned to God’s will and
seeking inclusion. A generous person
gives of herself and also cares for herself
so that generosity comes with ease. Living
a generous life offers openings to feel our
belovedness and act in love.
Pat Roundy, Mason UMC,
Tacoma, Washington
It is within us to bless others when
we have been blessed. God has instilled
this desire in us to help others. Just as he
blesses us out of his loving kindness, so
we also bless. The more we lift our spirit
to be filled, God can’t help himself to commune back with us. It’s a glorious thought
to know we are so loved.
Cynthia Saarie, Phoenix (New York) UMC
A generous life values all life, shares
stories and builds community among all
God’s beloved children.
Jackie Shields, Brentwood (Tennessee) UMC
A generous life is a continuous act of
love, solidarity and dedication towards
others. It is a pause to offer to others and
bless them through your actions. Generosity comes from a thankful heart to God,
which recognizes the needs of those in
life and those around you. Generosity invites you to look around and model Jesus’
lifestyle of walking with intentionality in
his heart, knowing that he would find human beings whom he would heal, feed and
support in the process of life. Generosity
is love that covers, nourishes and heals.
The Rev. Virna J. Ortiz Solis, Rev.
José Espada Marrero Methodist
Church, Puerto Nuevo, Puerto Rico
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A generous life is one focused on Jesus
Christ and serving the Lord by bringing
the good news of redemption to those who
do not know Christ.
Steve Steiner, Gethsemane UMC,
Lino Lakes, Minnesota
Some of the most generous givers I
know reside in prison. To the world, these
are some of the poorest people imaginable. In addition to losing their freedom,
in many cases they have lost their families, lost any material wealth, lost their
status in their community and church.
But, in shining the Christ light in the
darkness, they give him not only to their
fellow residents, but to us volunteers who
pray with them weekly. I went to prison
to bring Christ – but I found that he was
already there.
Fred Thomas, First UMC, Milford, Ohio
A generous lifestyle is one that gives
freely in all aspects of life - sharing time,
sharing effort, sharing wealth, sharing
attention with all regardless whether we
agree with them or not, sharing the truth
that the Holy Spirit grants us. This practice of sharing is done consistently and
often enough that it becomes a habit. It
gives these to itself as much as to others.
Bill Wilkin, Spring Valley
UMC, Dallas, Texas
Generosity is, and should be, a joyful
experience – not just in material/financial terms, but in openness to new ideas
and relationships. Sharing ideas, opinions, and resources can lead to joyful
obedience.
Thomas Wussow, Kingwood (Texas) UMC
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Mission Initiatives

Connecting the Church in Mission

Who we are

Methodism by its very nature is a movement, one that promotes
personal and social holiness and extends the community of Christian
faith through local and regional mission. Activating this combination
of evangelism, church development, and social service defines
Mission Initiatives. Over the past three decades, we have engaged
in new or renewed mission initiatives in Africa, Asia, Eurasia, and
Latin America.

What we do

The marks of the Methodist movement were etched into our experience by John Wesley more than 250 years ago, and we see their
strengthens in the initiatives included here: class (small group)
meetings, lay leadership, Bible study, partnership in action, general
and Christian education, attention to physical and spiritual health,
and inclusive outreach, including ministry with the poor. Such a
holistic approach from the inception of new mission initiatives
produces mature, asset-based churches that are locally led and
financially self-supporting.
Through the Mission Initiatives program, 574 new faith communities were planted from 2009–2012; exceeding the goal of 400.
The goal for 2013–2016 is 600, with 215 started by December 31,
2014. These movements are taking increasing responsibility for their
leadership and governance. Vietnam has 14 local elders; Cambodia
has transitioned to an all-indigenous cabinet (superintendents); and
Honduras, Vietnam, Cameroon, and Senegal have partnerships with
boards of ordained ministries in existing annual conferences so that
clergy can be locally ordained. Missionaries are still essential in a
range of roles, primarily as trainers, facilitators, and specialists.

Transitions
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Some initiatives have matured to the point of becoming parts of the
regular United Methodist connection. Annual conferences have
been established in Russia and other parts of Eurasia. Malawi is
now a provisional annual conference, and Lithuania and Latvia are
districts of the Estonia Annual Conference.

Where we are
Currently, there are mission initiatives in nine countries or regions around the world. The work being
done is as diverse as the areas involved. Learn more
about these mission initiatives below.

CAMBODIA:
The mission initiative in Cambodia has flourished
in the last decade and anticipates registration as
an autonomous church by 2016. In less than 10
years, leadership of the Methodist Mission Church
has shifted from foreign missionaries to Cambodian
Methodists.

CAMEROON:

MONGOLIA:
This initiative serves local communities through
outreach ministries, including afterschool and
daycare programs, job training, detention center
ministry, ministry to street people, and more.

CENTRAL AFRICIAN REPUBLIC
In October 2015, Global Ministries designated The
United Methodist Church in the Central African
Republic as a mission initiative, which will provide
connections and resources to strengthen the new
church to achieve their goals of constructing two
health centers, three primary schools, and a
Methodist school of theology.
Photo: Juan Guerrero

The Cameroon Mission Initiative is planting new
congregations, increasing HIV/AIDS education,
preventing malaria, holding eye clinics, and creating
microcredit programs to address health and
economic needs.

CENTRAL ASIA:
The faith communities being born throughout this
region have unique ministries that meet the needs of
their neighbors. Groups focus on subjects including,
youth, women, the elderly, rural poverty, recovery
from addiction and rehabilitation, and continuing
education.

THAILAND:

The 19 churches and avanzadas and 46 other faith
communities that are part of this mission initiative
have developed men’s, women’s, and youth groups,
and also published Christian education resources.
The initiative continues to grow with the support of
missionaries and United Methodist Volunteers in
Mission.

The work in Thailand is focused on developing
“center churches.” The General Board of Global
Ministries’ resources assist the sites to become
self-sufficient congregations, in part by helping
develop cell groups that can become local churches
when they reach 20 adult members, with pastors
provided. Once fully developed, these center
churches will provide financial and human
resources to expand mission work in Thailand.

LAOS:

VIETNAM:

This mission initiative focuses on congregational
development, economic development, educational
ministries, and leader ship development. This
includes training for church planters and equipping
leaders and pastors for effective leadership in
spiritual development and church administration.

There are more than 320 United Methodist churches
in Vietnam, with 248 pastors. These local leaders
launched Vision 2020, with the aim of planting 800
new churches by 2020. This incredible goal flies in
the face of the adversity that churches and church
leaders face in this country.

HONDURAS:

What’s new
The Central African Republic was named as a mission initiative
at the October 2015 Board of Directors meeting. Additional
requests have been received from several countries including
French Guiana, and for a renewal of work in Nepal.
We need individuals, congregations, and
annual conferences for partnerships to undergird
current and new initiatives; specifically we need:
Prayer partners.
•
Missionaries to serve as congregational developers,
administrators, or financial systems.
•
Strategic financial support for missionaries and
mission infrastructure development.
•
Volunteer in Mission teams to work alongside local leaders
•
Collaborators to listen, discern,
and strategize with local leaders.
•
Communicators to share how God is building
the Methodist movement.

How will you join us in the
United Methodist
global mission movement?
Go to www.umcmission.org/mi to learn how you can
help be apart of connecting the church in mission.
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BY EMILY SNELL
IN A VILLAGE IN MALAWI WHERE FAMILIES WERE STARVING,
THE REV. SCOTT MCKENZIE EXPERIENCED SOME OF THE MOST
GENUINE GENEROSITY HE’S EVER WITNESSED.
“It was at the height of famine in
the early 2000s in Malawi, the height of
AIDS. Villages were being devastated.
The pastor had actually died of starvation,” McKenzie explained.
As McKenzie’s group prepared to
leave, the people of the village came out
“dancing and singing and bearing gifts
for us. The only gift that they gave us
was food. They’re starving, their children are starving, their pastor died of
starvation, and they gave us food!”
Though McKenzie and others in the
group tried to refuse, their interpreter
told them, “You have to take the food
because they are so thankful that you
came. Don’t deny them the privilege of
showing their gratitude.”
The Rev. Scott McKenzie

United Methodist Interpreter
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“I don’t think anybody in our delegation had a dry eye,” McKenzie said. “It
was amazing.”
McKenzie, senior vice president at
Horizons Stewardship Company, said
he believes gratitude is what motivates
true generosity.

Respond with gratitude
“Generosity is grounded in a real
sense of gratitude,” he said. “When I
look at my entire life as a gift from the
hand of a loving and generous God...
the things that I have, they’re not mine.
I don’t own them. So when I have a
grateful heart and realize that’s all a
gift, then I’m much more inclined to
share.”
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was among those respondThe Rev. Betsy
ing to this issue’s “We
Schwarzentraub, author
asked, ‘...;’ you said, ‘... .’”
and consultant on
(WAYS) question.
stewardship, agreed with
“A generous lifestyle
McKenzie, adding that
is one in which you make
generosity is “both an
yourself and your resources
attitude and a habit.”
available to those in need,”
“Generosity is our
she said. “Sometimes this
passion for giving out
means money, sometimes
of who we are and what
talent or spiritual gifts.
we have in gratitude for
The Rev. Betsy Schwarzentraub
Other times, the thing that’s
God’s generosity, God’s
needed is for you to let go of yourself, open
self-giving relationship with us in Jesus
your mind and consider the person’s point
Christ and also through the Holy Spirit,”
of view, to hear them and see them withshe said.
out judging, to listen and not speak.”
Schwarzentraub, former director of
Gordon Evans, who attends Erie Unitstewardship for Discipleship Ministries,
ed Methodist Church, also in Pennsylvasaid she considers generosity among John
nia, said he believes God’s love can remove
Wesley’s means of grace, “meaning how
any hindrances to generosity.
we experience God’s grace and how we get
“God’s love pushes out the fears – the
to respond to God’s grace in gratitude.”
fear of not having what we need, the fear
“His primary statement about stewof looking foolish in the eyes of our friends
ardship was earn all you can, save all you
and family, the fear of making a mistake,”
can, in order to give all you can,” Schwarzsaid Evans, another WAYS responder.
entraub said, adding that Wesley’s ideas
“God’s perfect love gives us the courage
about generosity also fall under the generto be bold, to speak boldly in love, to give
al rules of the Methodist societies – to do
boldly in love, to give of our time, love,
good and do no harm.
money, expecting nothing in return.”
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Reflecting God’s image

Schwarzentraub and McKenzie both
said they consider John 3:16 a fundamental biblical example of God’s generosity.
“The very nature of God is to be generous,” McKenzie said. “By definition, God
is generous. If we believe we’re created in
the image of God, then we’re created to be
generous. I think that puts it in a different
context for people. We were born to be
generous and giving.”
In their book World-Changing Generosity (iUniverse), Jim and Nancy Cotterill
write that the Bible mentions the word
“give” 921 times, and 17 of the 38 parables
told by Jesus are related to giving.
“Jesus said that his followers would be
known by their love for him and for each
other,” they write. “He instructed them to
show their love by giving their time, talent
and treasure to provide aid to the poor,
widows, orphans and the downtrodden.”
Even something as simple as listening
can be an example of generosity, according
to Cathy Wilcox of South Gibson United
Methodist Church in Pennsylvania. She

Gratitude sparks generosity
To cultivate generosity, McKenzie
encourages people to start by cultivating
gratitude and then take small steps toward
being more generous.
“If you really want somebody to begin
practicing generosity, tell them to begin
practicing gratitude,” he said.
Research has shown that a daily practice of writing down what you are thankful
for can increase gratitude, and McKenzie
said he believes gratitude practices combined with prayer and an open heart will
lead to more generosity.
“I think people become generous in all
areas of life when they are prayerful and
open to what God might have them do,” he
said.
Schwarzentraub agreed that an awareness of God’s presence can be transformational.
“I think that generosity or generous-hearted living does become a way
of living. If we keep intentionally trying
to be open to God and grateful to God, it
JULY • AUGUST 2016
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becomes a kind of outpouring of our gifts,”
she said.
Schwarzentraub promotes what she
calls “first fruits living,” which involves
offering resources to God first “and then
trying to manage all the rest of whatever
we save and spend, according to God’s
generosity the best we can.”
“Whatever the percentage is that people decide they can give, to do that first...
that, in itself, fosters a sense of generosity,”
she said. “That includes more than just
money. The first day of the week in worship, the first part of the day in devotions,
the first part of our relationships encouraging one another in our faith and walk
with God.”
One easy way to be more giving,
McKenzie suggested, is by offering
generous tips to servers when you eat
at a restaurant.
“There are small things you can begin
to do in your life that would help you be
more generous,” he said.

Give every day
The book 29 Days (Da Capo Press)
by Cami Walker has been an inspiring
resource for some United Methodists,
Schwarzentraub said.
The author “started out in a very
dark place,” she continued, but someone
encouraged her to try giving something –
even just a smile – to someone every day
for 29 days. “She began to find all sorts of
opportunities to help other people, to give
in some way. Her whole approach to life
changed.”
McKenzie said he has seen repeatedly
how people can grow when they begin to
view their resources with a grateful heart.
“Gratitude and generosity will change
people’s lives,” he said. “One of the neatest
things is to be with somebody, to see
somebody begin this process and have
this typical American mindset of ‘what’s
mine is mine.’ You take them through
the process of gratitude and prayer. They
really open up, and it’s amazing to see the
difference at the end. It’s so cool to see that
transformation.”
Emily Snell is a freelance writer based in
Nashville, Tennessee.

JOHN
WESLEY

This statue of John Wesley stands
in the center of the campus of
Asbury Theological Seminary in
Wilmore, Ky.

BY BISHOP KENNETH L. CARDER

STEWARDSHIP IS AT THE HEART of the Wesleyan revival,
and John Wesley considered it an integral component of Christian disciUMNS/MIKE DUBOSE

pleship. It was a consistent theme of his preaching and personal practice.
Giving of financial resources was a necessary spiritual discipline of every
member of the Wesleyan classes and societies. For Wesley, no one was
exempt from the commandment to love God and neighbor, and giving was
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an expression of that love.
Wesley and money
Toward the end of his life, Wesley’s
sermons and writings began reflecting
a growing concern for the future of “the
people called Methodist.” The movement
was numerically strong with about 50,000
in England, and the new American church
was growing rapidly. However, Wesley saw
signs of demise. A tour of Methodist work
across Britain left him somewhat discouraged and pessimistic.

On Aug. 4, 1786, he wrote: “I am not
afraid that the people called Methodists
should ever cease to exist either in Europe
or America. But I am afraid, lest they
should only exist as a dead sect, having the
form of religion without the power. And
this undoubtedly will be the case, unless
they hold fast both the doctrine, spirit, and
discipline with which they first set out.”
To Wesley, the most evident threat was
the growing wealth of the Methodists. He

believed that Christianity has within it
the seeds of its own demise. Discipleship
makes us more diligent and frugal, and
as we become more diligent and frugal,
wealth increases.
Wesley considered wealth and the
failure to give the most serious threats
to the Methodist movement in particular and Christianity in general. In 1789,
Wesley noted that the Methodists had all
but ignored the third point of his sermon

Why I Give
I GIVE AS A RESPONSE to a love affair that I have
with God. I love my wife and children. I give them
all that I have and all that I am. I should give God
no less than my all, inclusive of my gifts.

The Rev. Frank Alegria, First
UMC, Duncanville, Texas

to support both our
local and extended church’s needs but, more
importantly, to help bring the gospel to those
who haven’t heard about or haven’t experienced
the love that only Jesus can give.

I GIVE IN ACTION AND MONEY

Edwin Bybee, Wesley UMC, Jefferson City, Missouri

I guess, more than anything, it is
out of a sense of obligation for the needs of the
church. I was raised with the responsibility to
WHY DO I GIVE?

return to those who serve me. My church serves
my family and me very much.
Patrick L. Gallo, Fishburn UMC,
Hershey, Pennsylvania

our parents taught us to give
and we know that The United Methodist Church
will use the money wisely, plus it will change the
lives of people that I will never be able to help
personally.

WE GIVE BECAUSE

Suzanne Hartley, Cross in the Desert
UMC, Phoenix, Arizona

I love God and Jesus, and
I am grateful for all my blessings. I just have to
give; it is just what we should do.

I LOVE MY CHURCH,

Joyce Morris, Tallulah Falls (Georgia) UMC
United Methodist Interpreter
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GOD IS PLEASED when I give. Giving helps reduce
the powerful grip money holds over us. Giving
benefits the people and the causes I most care
about. Giving can bring great joy to the giver.
Giving serves as an investment in that which will
last. Giving enables us to be most Christlike.

Ken Wilson, Harmony-Zelienople
(Pennsylvania) UMC

God says so in his word. Since
my heart was born again, I want to give. I also
give when I want to share in someone’s life or
ministry. Sometimes God speaks to my heart to
give.

I GIVE BECAUSE

The Rev. Ekaterina “Katya” Zubkova,
Tyumen UMC, Salvation, Russia

COUNCIL OF BISHOPS

admonition to earn all we
on “The Use of Money,”
can? However, Wesley
which had been printed
was not giving a theosome 30 years earlier. He
logical rationale for an
wrote:
aggressive acquisitive“Of the three rules
ness. Rather, he emphawhich are laid down ...
sized earning all you can
you may find many that
through participating in
observe the first rule,
God’s healing and creative
namely, ‘Gain all you can.’
work in the world. His
You may find a few that
sermon is a polemic
observe the second, ‘Save
against destructive
all you can.’ But, how
ways of earning money
many have you found that
by hurting oneself or
observe the third rule,
Bishop Kenneth L. Carder
others or the creation. He
‘Give all you can’? Have
emphasizes restrictions
you reason to believe that
on exploiting others or gaining from the
500 of these are to be found among 50,000
pain and suffering of others or of oneself.
Methodists? And yet nothing can be more
Giving in the Wesleyan tradition considers
plain than that all who observe the first
how we earn the wealth, not just how we
rules without the third will be twofold
use the wealth earned.
more the children of hell than ever they
“Save all you can.” Wesley challenges,
were before.”
rather than endorses, accumulating and
Wesley’s own commitment to giving
hoarding. He was not calling the Methodwas consistent throughout his life. As a
ists to invest wisely and build large savings
student at Oxford, he lived on 28 pounds
accounts; he compared such practices to
a year. As his earnings increased to 30
“throwing your money into the sea.”
and eventually to 120 pounds annually, he
The maxim “save all you can” is a call
continued to live on the same 28 pounds.
to a simplified lifestyle, a warning against
He told people that if at his death he had
extravagance, opulence and self-gratificamore than 10 pounds in his possession,
tion. Wesley considered anything we have
they could call him a robber.
that is unnecessary as having been extracted from the blood of the poor. Foregoing
Wesley’s rules regarding wealth
acquisitiveness in order for the poor to live
Wesley wrote in 1786 in “Thoughts
is a form of giving.
upon Methodism”:
Are we willing to simplify our living so
“... the Methodists in every place grow
that others may simply live? Stewardship
diligent and frugal; consequently they inhas to do with what we are willing to do
crease in goods. Hence, they proportionately
without as surely as it has to do with what
increase in pride, in anger, in the desire of
we are willing to acquire.
the flesh, the desire of the eyes, and the pride
“Give all you can.” Wesley’s third rule
of life. So, although the form of religion reof stewardship gives meaning to the first
mains, the spirit is swiftly vanishing away.
two. We are to gain all we can and save all
“... What way, then, (I ask again) can we
we can so that we can give all we can. In
take, that our money may not sink us to the
Wesley’s own words: “Save all you can, by
nethermost hell? There is one way, and there
cutting off every expense which serves
is no other under heaven. If those who ‘gain
only to indulge foolish desire, to gratify
all they can,’ and ‘save all they can,’ will likeeither the desire of the flesh, the desire of
wise ‘give all they can;’ then, the more they
the eye, or the pride of life. Waste nothing
gain, the more they will grow in grace, and
the more treasure they will lay up in heaven.” ... on sin or folly, whether for yourself or
your children. And then, give all you can,
Wesley’s sermon “The Use of Money”
or in other words give all you have to God.”
is a helpful starting point. The rules outlined are integral to his theological, ethical Earning, saving, giving are all means of
giving oneself to God!
and missional agenda.
Giving, for Wesley, is rooted in the very
“Earn all you can.” Do we need any
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nature and activity of God, whose nature
is love, which is the emptying of oneself on
behalf of others, the giving of life, abundant and full life. Grace, God’s unmerited
love poured out to humanity supremely
in Jesus Christ, is who God is. Love for
God, therefore, inevitably involves giving
of oneself to God and the neighbor. One
cannot love and fail to give!
Wesley observed that wealth changes
our priorities and our relationships.
We begin to assume an unrealistic
independence and self-reliance. We forget
how to receive and how to give. Wesley
believed that true religion never goes from
the powerful to the weak, but from the
weak to the powerful. He found the poor
more responsive to the gospel than the
wealthy.
His understanding of God as one who
is especially present with the poor and his
own relationships with the poor shaped
Wesley’s rules for giving. His concern for
the poor was holistic. Yes, he preached the
gospel to them, called them to conversion
and nurtured them in class meetings. He
also developed a free health clinic and
started a school, a sewing cooperative and
a lending agency for the poor. They were
his friends and special friends of Jesus, so
giving to them and for them as a means of
serving Christ was his lifelong passion.
Affluence, according to Wesley, tends
to separate us from the poor – and from
God and the motivation for giving. Giving
to alleviate the suffering of the poor is a
joyful passion and a glad participation in
Christ’s ministry.

Giving in the Wesleyan tradition
Giving must be more than a response
to an appeal to general humanitarianism.
It must be rooted and grounded theologically and missionally.
» Giving is rooted in God’s very being.
The ability to give itself is a gift from
God. All life is grace, a free, unearned
gift from a giving God who invites us to
share in the divine life and mission of
giving. We are stewards and a steward
is one who insures that all have a place
at the table of God’s provisions. God
has graciously invited us to share in
God’s own life and activity by calling us
to make sure the human family has all

THE

» Giving moves beyond individual charConclusion
ity to building communities of shalom
Giving for Wesley was a means of
– communities of interconnectedness,
expressing generosity rooted in gratijustice and compassion. Charity itself
tude for God’s generosity and a means of
can be a paternalistic means of control.
fulfilling the great commandment to love
Justice, however, is what God requires.
God and neighbor. He was convinced
Wesley, though sometimes exhibiting a
that if the Methodists would give all
paternalistic attitude toward the poor,
they can, then all would have enough.
attempted to deal with their plight
Stewardship is gift-full living so that all
holistically. He made no distinction
God’s children have a place at the table of
between delivering
abundance.
them medical care
Wesley’s own words are
and proclaiming the
a fitting conclusion:
gospel. One was not
“(Money) is an excellent
social service and the
gift of God, answering the
other evangelism.
noblest ends. In the hands of
Both were good news.
his children, it is food for the
hungry, drink for the thirsty,
His outspoken resisraiment for the naked. It
tance to the slave trade,
gives to the traveler and the
alcohol traffic, excessive
stranger where to lay his
interest charged to the
head. By it we may supply
poor and other staples
the place of a husband to the
of British economic life
widow, and of a father for
in the 18th century exJohn Wesley, 1703-1791
the fatherless; we may be a
pressed his stewardship.
defense for the oppressed, a
The Wesleyan tradition
means of health to the sick, of ease to them
includes giving our voices on behalf of the
that are in pain. It may be as eyes to the
voiceless, giving our insights and influence
blind, as feet to the lame; yea, a lifter up
to build communities that reflect God’s
from the gates of death.”
reign of justice, generosity and joy.
UMNS/METHODIST COLLECTION/DREW
UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

things necessary in order to flourish.
» Giving is indispensable to Christian
discipleship. Giving is part of holy
living. While the class meetings originated as a means of collecting money
for the poor, they became communities
of grace in which people were held in
love and held accountable for holy living. Growth in discipleship inevitably
includes growth in giving.
» Giving includes more than the products of our labor. Disciplined living in
response to the needs of the world is
a form of giving. We give by refusing
to take from others what is necessary
for their abundant life. Giving in the
Wesleyan tradition includes joyfully
sharing the fruits of our labor and
management with others, especially
the poor.
» Giving involves friendship with
the poor. Wesley considered regular
visitation of the poor as indispensable
for Christian discipleship and spiritual
formation as daily prayer and regular
celebration of Holy Communion. He
admonished the Methodists to deliver
their aid to the poor, instead of sending
it. Renewal will not come to United
Methodism or any other church apart
from welcoming the poor into the center of the church’s life. Giving will not
substantially increase unless and until
we who have resources see the world’s
impoverished as members of our own
family, as Jesus said they are.

LIFE

This article is adapted from addresses that Bishop Kenneth L. Carder (retired) delivered to
the Giving and the Gospel Symposium in 1997 and the United Methodist Summit on Christian
Stewardship in 2003. As bishop, he served the Nashville and Mississippi areas and now lives in
Chaplin, South Carolina, where he serves as chaplain in a memory care unit.

Why I Give
I GIVE TO HELP provide a place of worship for our
community and to support and promote the outreach of our church to show the hands of Christ
working in today’s world.

Bill Campbell, Juniata UMC, Altoona, Pennsylvania

give together. We give because we
believe that we have a responsibility to respond
to the grace that God has shown in our lives.
We give because we believe that the church,
the United Methodist connection and other
organizations accomplish greater good in the lives
of people, animals and the environment than we
could on our own. We give because we believe
that giving is a spiritual gift.

MY WIFE AND I

Frank S. Dunnewind, Aldersgate
UMC, Montgomery, Alabama

WE GIVE BECAUSE all that we have is a gift from
God to be used for his kingdom. Our gifts to our
church, missions and missionaries support local
and global ministries that connect people with
Christ, making disciples. Our giving began with
the tithe and grew as we were blessed. Giving
helps us to remember that everything comes
from God and has helped us learn to trust God
for all our needs.

John W. and Ranelle Hockert, Rio
Rancho (New Mexico) UMC
I GIVE BECAUSE my Bible tells me so. For me to
be blessed, I must give.

The Rev. James Odhiambo Lwande,
Oyugs UMC, Homa Bay, Kenya

United Methodist Interpreter
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I GIVE BECAUSE it is scriptural, but it also is an
expression of having our Lord first in our lives.
Everything we have is his. It’s all on loan. It’s
important we make our love (loan) payments.

Rich Musgrave, Parker (Florida) UMC

Because I can. Money, time,
goods – none of those compares to the blessing
of life ever after, the greatest gift of all.

WHY DO I GIVE?

Julie Schumann, Sheridan (Oregon) UMC

my love and faith. When I am faithful in my giving, God has always been faithful in
return. I do not base my giving on the prosperity
gospel, but out of faithfulness. I give so that the
work of the church may continue through my
gifts.

I GIVE OUT OF

Cathy Webb, Union Park UMC, Des Moines, Iowa
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PASTORS SHARE THOUGHTS, ADVISORS OFFER TIPS

PASTORS DON’T LIKE TO
PREACH ON MONEY.
Sermons that ask, encourage and, dare
we say, beg are hard, very hard. Whether
you call it giving, generosity, tithing or any
other term, contemporary culture says
money is not a topic of conversation for
polite people.
But, talking money at church
is necessary, and pastors do their
congregations a disservice if they don’t
teach about the importance of sharing
God-given gifts with the giver. Jesus talked
about giving a lot. If he considered it
important, it is.
So what is a reluctant pastor to do?

1. How do I best educate my
congregation about giving that helps
express our unique UMC approach
to generosity?
2. How often should I talk to
my congregation about giving
and generosity? Should I do it
throughout the year or save it for a
year-end push?
3. How can I make a positive
connection between giving/
generosity and discipleship rather
than approaching it as an obligation?
4. How can a pastor shepherd
individuals and families with
capacity to follow a path toward
deeper generosity?

Pastors surveyed

Education/reminders

Last spring, the connectional
giving team at United Methodist
Communications asked almost 400
United Methodist pastors and staff leaders
questions about giving. Four related to
teaching and preaching:

As they educated their churches about
the United Methodist approach to giving,
pastors reminded their congregations how
far their offerings go and that they are a
part of something bigger than themselves.
The Rev. Dedric Cowser emphasizes
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BY POLLY HOUSE

to the people of Sweet Home United
Methodist Church in Gadsen, Alabama,
how their giving is part of a gift that goes
beyond their church.
“Each Sunday from the pulpit, I
express how a percentage of each dollar
a person gives to our local church goes to
benefit the work of mission and ministry
around the world. Simply put, I express
that our connectional giving helps to make
a global impact for the kingdom of God.”
The Rev. Matt Lipan, pastor of
Gateway Community Church in
Indianapolis, keeps it simple. “I simply
remind them, on a regular basis, that their
practice of generosity as a result of their
relationship with Christ is what enables us
to be present, available and accessible for
our community and beyond.”
The Rev. Dayne Zachrison leads
Epworth United Methodist Church in
Valley City, North Dakota. He reminds
church members of the expectation and
responsibility of being a member of The
United Methodist Church. “I stress that

THE

A topic year-round
How often to talk about giving is
another conundrum. Most seemed to agree
that it is best as an ongoing conversation,
rather than just a once or twice a year
emphasis.
The Rev. Suzanne Calhoun, pastor of
Ely United Methodist Church in Nevada,
said, “It is not a season of the church
year. Generosity should be a part of daily
Christian life; therefore it should be
something I talk about all the time.”
“Stewardship is part of the heartbeat
of the Christ follower, not a tattoo or an
add-on,” said the Rev. Jeff Sterling, pastor
of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in
Alison Park, Pennsylvania. Stewardship
education is best woven into all phases of
ministry, including worship, Sterling said.
The Rev. Sarah Lawton, pastor of
Northeast United Methodist Church in
Minneapolis, makes it a point to talk about
money at least four times a year. “We
consider giving money to be a spiritual
practice (we talk about spiritual practices
a lot). Giving is good for our souls and good
for the world.”

Giving as discipleship
Connecting giving and generosity to
discipleship is important for many pastors
as well.
“It is important to connect giving
and generosity as central to the call of
discipleship and service,” said the Rev.
Piula Alailima, pastor of Wesley United
Methodist Church in Honolulu. He
organically brings up generosity and giving
throughout the year.
The Rev. John Garvis, pastor of
Fountain City United Methodist Church

in Knoxville, Tennessee, sees giving
and generosity as obedience to Christ.
“Jesus said, ‘Those that love me obey
me.’ I believe that love is the focus and
obedience follows.”
“I talk about giving as ‘evidence of our
trust in God,’” said the Rev. Jean Schwein,
pastor of Christ United Methodist Church
in Salt Lake City, Utah. “Having faith is
about trusting God. The opposite of this
kind of faith is anxiety. Giving is our daily,
weekly, monthly
reminder that we
trust God to provide
for our future –
whatever it may be.”

Be an example
Many pastors
agree leading by
example is important
to help congregations
learn how to walk a
path toward greater
generosity.
The Rev. Joel
Scheller, pastor
of Stoney United
The Rev. Tom Berlin
Methodist Church
in Ponder, Texas, is
adamant that it is vital to lead by example
when talking about giving. “Sheep don’t
follow any old shepherd. It is the one that
cares for them at the cost of personal
sacrifice that earns their trust. Isn’t that
the very reason we follow Christ?”
The Rev. Dan Corretore, pastor of
North Rose United Methodist Church in
New York, agreed. “First off, it’s important
for a pastor to lead by example. Then,
inspire givers through sharing stories
of the life-changing impact for Christ
of their gifts. Ideally, engage them in
hands-on ministry. And, always, express
appreciation for their gifts.”
The Rev. Tom Peterson, pastor of
Centralia United Methodist Church in
Washington, believes being upfront about
his own family’s giving is important. “I
let the church know that my wife and I

United Methodist Interpreter
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tithe to the church. We don’t tell them an
amount, just that we tithe.”

Now some advice ...
Help is available for pastors and other
leaders who struggle with how to preach
and teach on giving.
The Rev. Tom Berlin, pastor of Floris
United Methodist Church in Herndon,
Virginia, is author of Defying Gravity:
Break Free from the Culture of More
(Abingdon Press). In
the new four-week
small group study
and stewardship
campaign, Berlin
explores what is
required to sustain
a vibrant life, needs
versus wants and
ways to avoid being
pulled into the orbit
of materialism. In
video segments,
Berlin introduces
friends who tell
how generosity has
changed their lives.
These “Generosity
Moments” provide
a tone and context for group discussion
about giving as an expression of
discipleship.
Berlin offered several ideas to help
pastors preach more confidently when
they are encouraging their congregations
to give.
“Identify your top five donors,” he said.
“Make an appointment with them and ask
them what motivates them to give. Then
ask if they might give a testimony on video
or in person in church. Their comments
will greatly assist your preaching.
“Read books or take courses on
generosity, giving and personal financial
planning. Your confidence will increase
with your training. When you help people
order their financial lives and become
generous, you are doing them a huge
favor.”
FLORIS UMC

our vows include our work to build up the
kingdom of Christ. Our money is a symbol
of our time and energies and a part of the
way we can answer that call and that vow
of service to the world. John Wesley called
those of us who would claim the name
Methodist to commit acts of mercy, not
simply sit in the pews.”

LIFE
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THE PASTOR MUST BE ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN THAT
WHAT HE OR SHE IS ASKING ... IS SOMETHING HE OR
SHE PRACTICES.
sermonettes, video clips, testimonies
and skits. Together pastors and church
leadership must be instrumental in
changing the current attitudes and giving
trends in our denomination.”

is a matter of the heart. If tithing is the
standard that (pastors) want to embrace,
it must be accompanied with regular
preaching, teaching and testimonies.”
Even so, Reeves said he has often heard
pastors share three things that present
difficulties as they lead their congregants
to give to the church.
First, pastors do not feel equipped to
address the connection of faith and money.
They generally have not been trained
in their theological studies or through
continuing education. This is an area
where seminaries need to offer training,
Reeves said.
Second, many of their congregants
poorly manage their personal resources,
including consumer debt and out of
control spending, lack of saving and a
lack of understanding of the connection
of faith and money. While it is not due to
poor management, many pastors and their
church members carry near crippling
student debt that can create a huge
obstacle to being a generous giver to the
church.
Third, the traditional ways of teaching
or encouraging giving in most mainline
denominations have been ineffective for
years, relying on approaches that are 50 or
more years old.
A significant cultural change that
would help moves talking about giving
from a seasonal fund-raising event that
is an adjunct to core spiritual values to
embracing generosity as a core value of
discipleship.

The Rev. Melvin Amerson
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His paramount suggestion to help
a pastor be successful when asking the
congregation to give: “The pastor must be
absolutely certain that what he or she is
asking from the congregation is something
he or she practices and is a blessing to his
or her personal life. You cannot lead people
to a place where you have not been.”
Author of Stewardship in AfricanAmerican Churches (Upper Room Books),
the Rev. Melvin Amerson is an elder in
the Texas Conference and a stewardship
consultant for the Texas Methodist
Foundation.
Amerson believes it is entirely possible
to create a culture of generosity in a
church. To do so, he said, “Pastors must
boldly commit to teach giving as an act of
worship, while casting a compelling vision
for transformative ministry that changes
lives and communities.
“Use the time prior to receiving the
offering as an intentional invitation to
worship the Lord through our giving,” he
suggested. “The offering is an ideal time
to inform, inspire, educate and celebrate
God’s grace and generosity. We have 52
weeks – or opportunities – annually to
creatively nurture giving as an integral
part of discipleship through the use of
scripture, litanies, ministry moments,

Tithing is the tradition of giving 10
percent of your income to the church. But,
is tithing still a realistic goal for pastors to
teach?
Michael Reeves is director of
educational services for Horizons
Stewardship. The company assists
faith-based institutions to make strategic
decisions and grow in faith, while securing
the necessary capital to accomplish their
vision for ministry.
“In our culture, tithing has come to
mean anything we give,” Reeves said.
“ But tithing is a term associated with
the temple tax in the Old Testament.

HORIZONS STEWARDSHIP

TEXAS METHODIST FOUNDATION

Is tithing outdated?

Polly House is a freelance editor and writer
living in Nashville, Tennessee.

Michael Reeves

Considering that so few mainline
members tithe, a better perspective might
be from 2 Corinthians 9:7: “Everyone
should give whatever they have decided
in their heart. They shouldn’t give with
hesitation or because of pressure. God
loves a cheerful giver” (CEB). Giving
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For more ideas and resources for teaching and
preaching on giving, check out “Together We
Do More” (umcgiving.org/togetherwedomore),
a new section of the United Methodist Giving
website, www.umcgiving.org. Also consider
using United Methodist Communications’
online course on connectional giving,
www.umcom.org/learn/connectional-giving.
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ENCOURAGING
GENEROUS LIVING

UNITED METHODISTS GIVE MUCH. IN 2014, ALONE
CHURCH MEMBERS GAVE WELL OVER $500 MILLION
TO DENOMINATIONAL AND CHURCH-RELATED
CAUSES AND IN DISASTER RELIEF AND OTHER
DESIGNATED GIVING.

The fact remains, however, that average church members in the United States
give about two percent of their income to
the church
“Together we do more” is what actually
happens when United Methodists pool
their gifts of money, time and talent to do
mission and ministry.
“Together We Do More” is now also
an online collection of resources from the
Connectional Giving team at United Methodist Communications. Check out umcgiving.org/togetherwedomore for ideas and
information that pastors and other church
leaders can use to encourage generous
living among their congregations.
“We have created these resources
because we wanted to provide a comprehensive/holistic approach that pastors can
use to encourage generosity,” says Elsie
Cunningham, director of connectional
giving. “Pastors can use the generosity
resources during their worship services or
in small group settings.”
New materials will be added on an
on-going basis.

YEAR-END GIVING VITAL

The “UMC Year-End Giving
Playbook” is among the new resources
created for the online kit. Many pastors
and leaders agree generosity and giving
should be year-round topics. However,
there are reasons to make a push
for contributions in November and
December. Among them are:

» Without an emphasis, opportunities to
give to the church can get lost among
many other appeals.
» The end of the tax year means contributions to your church can improve a
taxable-income situation for givers. For
many, this is a major giving incentive.
» Year-end bonuses or checks may be the
bulk of one’s income for the year.
» Many givers wait until the end of the
year to tithe when final acknowledgements and accolades come from clients
and employers.
» December is the largest giving month
for most churches.
The Rev. Phyllis M. Bowers, executive
director of The United Methodist Stewardship Foundation since 2005, wrote the
forward to the playbook. She describes
it as “a year-end giving blueprint to help
you enter that crowded ‘marketplace’ (of
year-end appeals) and communicate to
your members in a way that is encouraging, exciting and a life-changing, life-giving
experience for all involved.”
She says year-end campaigns provide
opportunities:
1. “to influence the consumerist impulses
with a biblical, grace-based generosity
message;
2. “to communicate your vision for the
year and to build momentum going into
the new year;
3. “to focus ministry efforts on felt needs”
in the congregation, the local community and in connectional ministry.

United Methodist Interpreter

JULY • AUGUST 2016

The Social Media section features inspirational quotes to help engage congregants in generous living.
Downloadable bulletin inserts,
mini-posters, podcasts and videos are for
use in worship, with small groups and in
other settings.
Worship resources include offering
talk illustrations, slides and sermon
illustrations. These resources will help you
share the good news of generosity.
There are also ideas and illustrations
for children’s sermons.
Among the downloadable e-books are
the Apportioned Fund Resource Book with
a large question-and-answer section, Five
Most FAQ about Generosity and A Theology
of UM Giving Apportionments.
“Simple Rules for Money” and “Generosity Series” are included in the list of
generosity curricula. There are smallgroup studies and options for home study
in conjunction with a sermon series.
Individuals or small groups can
use podcasts and videos of sermons on
generosity.
Compiled by the Rev. Kathy Noble, editor,
Interpreter and Interpreter OnLine.

TO LEARN LOTS MORE ...
“Together We Do More:”
umcgiving.org/togetherwedomore
UMC GIVING: The main connectional giving
website, www.umcgiving.org, features
information, stories, downloadable worship
resources and other materials to promote
each of the apportioned funds and the
six special Sundays with offerings.
Connectional Giving Online Course:
“Missional Storytelling: Creating a Culture
of Generosity” gives church leaders a
holistic and biblical view of generosity.
Access the free online course at any time
at www.umcom.org/learn/connectional-giving.
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THROUGH GIVING,
UNITED METHODISTS
CHANGE LIVES
UNITED METHODISTS ARE A GENEROUS PEOPLE.
28

For three years, Hilary Taylor served
as a commissioned Mission Intern (now
Global Mission Fellows) with the General
Board of Global Ministries. Of her intern
experiences, she said, “Global Ministries
has shaped me in ways I never would have
imagined, allowing me to wrestle with
the church, Christian mission and, most
importantly, myself.”
Before Banyam Theological Seminary in
Nigeria received funds for solar electricity, seminarian Wala Zubairu could only
study a few hours at night. A new power
system lets him “read as long as I wish.
My semester grade was ‘B’ but after the
installation of the solar system, my grade
has been up. ... I became an ‘A’ grader.”
Epworth United Methodist Church in
Gaithersburg, Maryland, is “an intentionally multicultural, multilingual community,” says the Rev. Jennifer Fenner, pastor,
with weekly services in English and Spanish. Aiding the transition from being a
predominantly white church was a CORR
Action Fund grant.
Carson Jones attends summer conferences of Native Americans at the United

Methodist Center at Lake Junaluska,
North Carolina. In recent years, his
daughter has joined her dad, a member of
the Lumbee tribe. Jones likes “being with
the different people and my daughter
meeting other children like us. I believe it
helps her self-esteem to sing and play and
do crafts with other children.”

GENERAL BOARD OF CHURCH AND SOCIETY

BY CINDY SOLOMON

United Methodist are generous people,
a very generous people. In 2014, they
gave more than $135 million to support
denominational ministries. Another $373
million went to church-related and other
benevolent causes, such as soup kitchens
and clothing drives. Church members
responded to national and international
disasters with $28 million.
The next time you place your gift in
your church’s offering plate – or approve an on-line donation – consider the
far-reaching effects of this simple – but
generous – act.
The lion’s share of the offerings – 85
cents of every dollar – provides local
church ministry and mission. The other
15 cents supports connectional giving,
illustrating the power and positive effects
of people connecting with their offerings
– accomplishing what no single church,
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Young people engage in Bible study during the
United Methodist Seminar Program on National/International Affairs sponsored by the General Board
of Church and Society.

district or annual conference could do
alone.
Of those 15 cents, 2 cents support
denominational apportionments. Taylor,
Zubairu and Fenner represent the millions
who experience the programs, staff and
other resources provided through United
Methodism’s seven apportioned funds.
That’s what the $135 million supported,
says the General Council on Finance and
Administration (GCFA).
Another 7 cents support mission and
ministry through districts, annual conferences and jurisdictions. Six cents goes
toward Special Sunday offerings, World
Service Special gifts and The Advance.

THE
General Conference adopts
apportionment totals

As a mission intern, Taylor worked
first as the field education and ministry
coordinator for Seth Mokitmi Methodist
Seminary in Pietermaritzburg, South
Africa. She helped seminarians experience ministry with marginalized people
in the local community and then was a
financial coach for the United Way Center
for Financial Stability in Miami. In both
settings, she learned “how churches can
function as centers for community development, where relationship and imagination create abundance in environments of
scarcity. Without a doubt, I can say these
last few years have been the most meaningful years of my life.”

Through Generation Transformation,
Global Ministries is providing a number of
short-term mission experiences for young
adults.
The Central Conference Theological
Education Fund – included in World Service – supports pastoral training in Africa,
Asia and Europe.

A grant from the fund to his seminary
makes it possible for Zubairu to study
well into the night. Perhaps best known
for providing e-readers with theological
texts to seminary students and pastors
in areas where printed materials are
scarce, the fund is supporting theological
education in areas of the world where
the church is growing rapidly – and more
pastors are needed.

General Conference increased funding
for the Central Conference Theological
Education Fund for 2017-2020 from $5
million to $10 million – the only change to
the proposed budget approved. They also
directed that any funds central conferences provide above $750,000 for the
General Administration Fund go directly
towards theological education.
Awarding CORR Action Fund grants
is one way the General Commission on
Religion and Race works to develop intercultural competency, affirm diversity and
combat racism.
The agency, Fenner says, “has been instrumental in allowing (Epworth Church) to
be creative in how we reach youth and
the communities surrounding the church,
and has always been at the forefront of
intentionality in multicultural and intercultural ministry and understanding its
challenges.

COURTESY NOEL VINCENT P. MIGUEL

Every four years, General Conference
approves a church wide budget for
the coming quadrennium – and the
total of each apportioned fund. GCFA
and the Connectional Table propose
a general church budget. The lay and
clergy delegates elected from the annual
conferences in all parts of the world
discuss, tweak and ultimately set the
budget for the quadrennium.
Meeting in May, General Conference
2016 approved a $604 million budget
for the 2017-2020 quadrennium, a slight
increase over the 2013-2016 budget.
Once approved, GCFA staff divide the
total among the annual conferences using
a formula based on the operating expenses
of the churches there. Conference staff
then apportion their region’s share to
the individual churches using various
formulas.
Today’s apportionment system is
nearly 100 years old. It developed in the
first three decades of the 20th century as
Methodists were becoming more prosperous and increasing their giving to the
church. The 1924 General Conference of
the Methodist Episcopal Church – a predecessor to The United Methodist Church
– created the World Service Commission
(WSC) that served in much the same way
as today’s GCFA.
Apportionments cover seven general funds that enable United Methodist
ministry and programming worldwide.
According to The Book of Discipline 2012,
“Payment of all of these apportionments
by local churches is the first benevolent responsibility of the church” (Para. 247.14).
World Service Fund–Among other
things, the World Service Fund helps:
» develop new congregations reaching
new people,
» protect vulnerable people,
» pay missionaries’ salaries,
» support efforts consistent with the
Social Principles,
» provide leadership for ministry with
young people,
» pay for denomination-sponsored
advertising. ...
The list goes on.

World Service supports a long list of
missions and ministries as well as most
of the church’s general agencies – Church
and Society, Global Ministries, and Higher
Education and Ministry, Discipleship
Ministries, Religion and Race, Status and
Role of Women, United Methodist Men
and United Methodist Communications.

LIFE

During Lumad Solidarity Day in the Philippines, Datu Dulphing Ogan (standing with microphone) expresses his gratitude for the support of United Methodists in the island nation. The Rev. Joey Umali (third
from the left) is seated with other United Methodist leaders and the Lumad people. The Lumads are the
indigenous people of the southern Philippines who are often subjected to discrimination and violence.
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“The U.S. church is 95 percent white, according to the General Council on Finance
and Administration,” says the Rev. Amy
Stapleton, Religion and Race’s leader for
organizational accountability. “We are
trying to change the narrative so that every person and congregation is equipped
and prepared and ready to embrace a
cross-cultural ministry experience.”
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Africa University Fund–Africa
University in Mutare, Zimbabwe, will
celebrate its 25th anniversary in 2017. On
June 11, the university graduated its largest class, 841 students from 22 countries
in Africa. Fifty-four percent of the class
was female. More than 6,000 alumni hold
degrees in disciplines such as agriculture,
management and administration, theology
and health sciences. The Africa University Fund provides scholarships and other
resources.
Ministerial Education Fund–
Supporting future clergy and lay people
serving in professional ministry as they
prepare for ordination, licensing and
certification, some funds help provide local-pastor courses of study offered by annual conferences. Most of the fund helps
defray the costs of a seminary education
and provides continuing education.
When the Rev. Dennis Miller responded
to God’s call to full-time pastoral ministry
– after a brief career as an attorney – he
was married and had a child with a serious medical condition. Attending seminary full-time was not an option.
Miller became a licensed local pastor and
began the Course of Study. He moved
from youth ministry to an associate pastorate and in 2006 to the pulpit of Aldersgate United Methodist Church in Nixa,
Missouri. The church has since grown
from 250 to more than 600 in average
worship attendance.

Black College Fund–”If black colleges did not exist, they would have to be
invented,” said Johnnetta Betsch Cole, the
fifteenth president of Bennett College in
Greensboro, North Carolina. It is one of 11
Historically Black Colleges and Univer-

LIFE
sities (HBCUs) related to The United
Methodist Church. Many of the students
at the schools are the first in their family
to attend college. A study by Virginia Tech
researchers showed black men earn more
over their lifetimes when they attend a
historically black four-year college or
university instead of a majority white
institution.
Episcopal Fund–Elected and consecrated to speak to the church and from the
church, 46 U.S. and 20 central conference
bishops receive their salary, office and
travel expenses, pension and health-benefit coverage from this fund. United Methodists in the central conferences in Africa,
Asia and Europe as well as the United
States support it.
Interdenominational Cooperation
Fund-When General Conference approved “full communion” with the Uniting
Church in Sweden and the Moravian
Church (pending Moravian approval), it
affirmed work by staff of the Council of
Bishops’ Office of Christian Unity and
Interreligious Relationships (OCUIR).
Full communion is a relationship between two or more Christian churches that:
» recognizes each other as members of
the one church, the Body of Christ, as
described in scripture and confessed in
the church’s historic creeds;
» recognizes the authenticity of each
other’s sacraments and welcomes one
another to partake in the Eucharist in
each other’s worship;
» affirms the authenticity of each
church’s Christian ministry, and,
» recognizes the validity of each other’s
offices of ministry.

This fund also lets United Methodists
participate in ecumenical and interreligious organizations advocating for Christian unity throughout the world.
General Administration Fund–
From financing the administrative
activities of the church to underwriting
the basic costs of General Conference to
maintaining official United Methodist
documents and historical artifacts, this
fund ensures trustworthy systems of
oversight and financial accountability. It
supports the work of GCFA and the General Commission on Archives and History.

Going the ‘second mile’
The Advance – a channel of designated giving for United Methodists – covers more than 850 ministries and 300
missionaries worldwide. Global Ministries
staff review and approve each project
eligible for funds. One hundred percent of
UMCOM/DIANE DEGNAN
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United Methodists are now in full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, the Lutheran Church
in Norway, the Uniting Church in Sweden,
and the Pan-Methodist churches: African
Methodist Episcopal, African Methodist
Episcopal Zion, Christian Methodist Episcopal, African Union Methodist Protestant
and Union American Methodist Episcopal.
OCUIR staff are in dialogue with the
Episcopal Church and conversation with
Roman Catholic Church.
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Members of the Wiley College a cappella choir
provide music during the International Association
of Methodist Schools, Colleges and Universities
meeting in Hiroshima, Japan, in 2013. Wiley,
located in Marshall, Texas, is one of The United
Methodist Church’s historically black colleges.

gifts made through The Advance go to the
project the donor designates.
Giving through The Advance supports
a wealth of diverse programs as well as
individual missionaries and mission
initiatives.
In Belize, secondary education often suffers from a lack of government support.
Construction of the Belmopan Methodist
High School changed the lives of approximately 380 children, 20 teachers and
even community vendors who market
their food items near the school.

UMNS/MIKE DUBOSE

The Community Health and Agriculture
Development Program (CHAD) in Cambodia recently assisted 1,184 people with
medical assistance and livelihood support
and established 25 cow-raising groups
and 25 chicken-raising groups through 73
Methodist churches.
In Nebraska and Kansas, The Big Garden
combines more than 80 self-sustaining
gardens created since 2005 with nutrition
projects, including fresh food pantries,
nutritious snacks for schools, Sunday
school, summer and VBS programs,
community meals, cooking classes, a seed
bank and farm-to-cafeteria programs.

People wanting to give through The
Advance can search for projects geographically or by their ministry interests. Find
the current listing of projects of The Advance at www.umcmission.org/advance.
Special Sundays with offerings–
General Conference 2016 continued
observances of six special Sundays and set
the dates and use of the offerings. Churches may observe them on another day, if
necessary.
Human Relations Day – Jan.
15, 2017 – The Human Relations Day
offering supports the community developer program of Global Ministries and
a Church and Society program working
with non-violent young offenders through
education, advocacy or leadership training
and development.
The Learning Gym at Clare Christian United Methodist Church in Chicago offers a
safe haven for urban youth with athletic
tournaments, academic enrichment and
life-skills workshops year-round. “It’s our
hope and prayer that The Learning Gym
will create well-rounded individuals who
will one day be the leaders of the future,”
said Ed Bickham, a community developer
working with the program.

UMCOR Sunday – March 26, 2017 –
Previously known as the One Great Hour
of Sharing, this special day supports the
administrative costs of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR),
which receives no apportioned funds.

Marceline Bakaba Kongaiseko leads her class at the United Methodist Mangobo Secondary School in
Kisangani, Democratic Republic of Congo.

The offering allows UMCOR to use 100
per cent of its donations as designated
for ministries of food, shelter, health and
peace.
Native American Ministries
Sunday – April 30, 2017 – This day
celebrates the contributions of Native
Americans to the church and society.
A part of the offering supports Native
American ministries in annual conferences. Another assists Native American
congregations, ministries and communities in rural, urban and reservation
settings that relate to Global Ministries.
It also provides scholarships for Native
American seminarians administered
through Higher Education and Ministry.
The gathering that draws Jones and his
daughter to Lake Junaluska is among the
ministries receiving support and provides
financial assistance for some participants.
Daphine Locklear Strickland, Administrative Council chair at Triad United Methodist Church where the family attends,
says, “To the average person, this might
seem like a small thing, but Carson and his
daughter look forward to this conference
as the only vacation time they have to celebrate with other Native Americans from
all over the Southeastern Jurisdiction.”

Peace with Justice Sunday – June
11, 2017 – Church and Society awarded
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15 Peace with Justice grants from the
offerings received in 2015. The ministries supported include Displaced Young
Mothers’ Ministries Fight for Justice in
the Philippines, a seminar on the Social
Principles in Germany and Justice for Our
Neighbors, Fossil Free UMC and prison
ministries in the United States.
World Communion Sunday – Oct. 2,
2016 – The offering provides scholarships
for graduate and undergraduate racial- and
ethnic-minority students from the United
States and international students. The
boards of Global Ministries and Higher
Education and Ministry administer the
scholarships.
United Methodist Student Day –
Nov. 27, 2016 – Gifts allow Higher Education and Ministry to award scholarships
and furnish loans for United Methodist
students attending church-related and
other accredited colleges and universities.
Cindy Solomon is a marketing consultant
and content writer living in Franklin,
Tennessee. Contributing to this article
were writers of articles from the Global
Ministries website, www.umcmission.org,
and Sam Hodges, UMNS writer; Priscilla
Muzerengwa, Zimbabwe West
communicator; Sophia Agtarap, freelance
writer for Interpreter; and “The Revival of
Stewardship and the Creation of the World
Service Commission.”
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BY SOPHIA AGTARAP

ISABELLA TINTE IS A YOUNG ADULT UNITED
METHODIST. SHE ACTIVELY SERVES HER
CONGREGATION – IN LARGE PART BECAUSE OF

COURTESY PHOTO

WHAT SHE EXPERIENCED AS A CHILD AND TEEN.

Isabella Tinte (right) and Hazel Rollolazo are part
of the worship team at Beacon United Methodist
Church in Seattle.

“Growing up in the church, I’ve
always been surrounded with so many
‘ates’ and ‘kuyas’ (older sisters and
brothers),” Tinte says.
“They were my teachers at VBS. They
were members of the praise and worship
band. They were my leaders at Christmas
Institute, a winter camp for young people
where they can grow spiritually and
develop leadership skills. They came to
serve as my role models in life whether
they realize it or not.”
They are much of the reason she now
serves as a member at Beacon United
Methodist Church in Seattle.
“Their constant presence and service
in church leadership inspired me to follow

their footsteps and become a role model for
the next generation of youth. Today, I find
myself leading worship, teaching the children at VBS and training to be a leader at
Christmas Institute. I believe that leading
by example – through our actions – is how
we leave our mark on the world and how we
can inspire others to continue the faith.”
When asked to serve on a church committee, volunteer for an event or lead a mission opportunity, how likely are we to say
“yes” to these opportunities? Do we view
the giving of our time and talents through
the church as opportunities to live out our
discipleship? Are these times to make real
our membership vows and our understanding of who we are in relationship to God, to
one another and to the world?
Whether you live at a frenetic pace,
overextending yourself to the point of exhaustion or are the type who is most comfortable budgeting your time, one thing is
certain: As Christians, we are called to be
good stewards, balancing the resources
given to us by God.

Why I Give
WE GIVE to The United Methodist Church
because we believe that all we have belongs to
God and that it’s our responsibility as followers of
Jesus Christ to see that these resources are used
to help bring about God’s reign of love, peace
and justice on Earth. Over the years, we’ve found
that The UMC is one of the most effective human
structures for accomplishing this holy task.
Cynthia and John Astle, St. Stephen
UMC, Mesquite, Texas

I GIVE BECAUSE my parents taught me by

example that it was the proper thing to do. I am
sure there were times when funds were short for
them, but they never failed to give to the church.
My parents gave us an allowance every week and
expected us to give part of it to the church on
Sunday morning. I would say that example and

expectation were building blocks of our present-day giving.
James D. Arnold, Grace UMC, Oelwein, Iowa

WHY DO I GIVE? It is simple. I give because God

gave to me.
Sandy Berl, Idlewylde UMC, Baltimore, Maryland

I GIVE to put a smile on someone’s face!
Krista Edmunds, Burlington, Iowa

I HAVE BEEN so blessed in my life that the natu-

ral response has been to give back, and when we
give of ourselves, blessings abound.
Judith Kim, Parker UMC, Kaneohe, Hawaii

I GIVE OUT OF gratitude for all I’ve been given.

Although I was taught to tithe as a youngster
growing up in a Methodist parsonage, I have
found that giving 20 percent to a variety of
JULY • AUGUST 2016
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charitable causes is a comfortable level. The
connectional system of The United Methodist
Church has enabled us to participate in a variety
of Volunteers in Mission and NOMAD projects
through the years.
Roger Tanquist, Puyallup (Washington) UMC

I GIVE BACK to God because I can. That is my
personalized response for creation and salvation, and involves thankfulness for the individual
blessings of my life – relatives, friends, home,
education, health, fruit of the Spirit, spiritual gifts,
baptism and Holy Communion renewal – and like
the sparrow, enough to survive. I give because I
can.
DeLoris Witherington, First UMC,
East Brewton, Alabama

UMNS/MIKE DUBOSE

TIME AND SERVICE

COURTESY GLACY MACABALE

THE

for volunteer hours,
writes Clif J. Christopher in Not Your
Parents’ Offering Plate
The Rev. Ricky Duncan (right) of Johnson Memorial United Methodist Church (Abingdon Press).
and parishioner Randall Lester help remove flood debris from the home of a
For churches and
neighbor in Alderson, W. Va.
faith-based organizations, volunteers are a lifeline essential to
“A life of discipleship requires all three
accomplishing their goals and carrying out
things – time, talent, treasure,” says Kelly
their mission and vision. Earlier this year,
West Figueroa-Ray, a United Methodist
Independent Sector, a leadership network
doctoral candidate in religious studies at
for nonprofits, foundations and corporathe University of Virgina. “Devoting these
tions committed to advancing the common
to the church is part of a full life of discigood, estimated the value of a volunteer
pleship. Discipleship is not a hobby, but a
hour in 2015 at $23.56.
way of life.”
“As a new faith community, we rely
Many people say they want to make the
almost exclusively on volunteers’ contriworld a better place today and for future
butions of time and talent to make our
generations. They live out that desire by
digital and physical programs possible,”
volunteering with Habitat for Humanity,
says the Rev. Matthew Johnson, “but it is
supporting GoFundMe projects or promore than reliance, it is a relationship.”
viding scholarships for young people to go
Johnson is founder of the Portico Collecto church camps and leadership events –
tive, a collection of new faith communities
and by serving through the congregations
based in Naperville, Illinois.
of which they are part. The call to serve
“By involving volunteers in crafting of
Christ as a member of the church carries
our programs, we have a chance to include
with it commitments lived out by serving
a variety of voices and perspectives.
God and neighbor.
It is humbling to experience people

Time is essential gift

In the United States, there are over 1.1
million nonprofit organizations – and approximately 370,000 churches, competing
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volunteering their time and talents to an
idea you conceived. I think it is what turns
ideas into ministry. It is validation that the
Spirit is at work in what you are doing.”
How might you begin to invite others to
join in the mission of your congregation?
Simply reminding them of their membership vows is likely not enough.
Amy Webb, who forecasts digital trends
for nonprofit and for-profit companies, has
said, “Our culture is changing pretty dramatically...That sense of ‘I need to give out
of obligation’ — I don’t know that it’s going
to be around 20 years from now.”
Any book on donor cultivation and
stewardship discussing what motivates
people to give time or money to an organization or institution will offer a list similar
to this:
» Belief in the mission
» Regard for leadership
» Fiscal responsibility of the
organization
A church can identify, nurture and
support cheerful givers of time and talents,
as well as treasure, by:
» Showing there is something to be
cheerful about.

United Methodist volunteers in the Philippines clean up in observance of World Oceans Day.
The cleanup of a coastal area that is a critical habitat was in coordination with the Save
Freedom Island Movement and other groups.

33

CULTIVATING GENEROUS PEOPLE

SOUTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE

Church leaders can cultivate a spirit and culture of generosity that includes giving from all of one’s resources –
resources that include time, talent, money and others.

More than 1,200 volunteers, including 500 youth volunteers, pack 285,000 meals for
Stop Hunger Now during the South Carolina Annual Conference in Florence, S.C.
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» Helping people identify their spiritual gifts – and the places of
service likely to bring them joy.
» Recognizing the active disciples called volunteers in your
congregation and community and inviting them to share
their stories.
» Demonstrating how the ministries through which people are
giving time and service are changing lives.
Generosity, Missouri Bishop Robert Schnase says, is an aspect of
character, extending beyond the act of giving financially. It is not a
spiritual attribute someone acquires apart from the actual practice of
giving. It becomes discernable through action.
While United Methodists promise to support the church with
their prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness, they recognize that
God does not need these gifts. What God desires is a faithful response,
a joining in mission and ministry that responds to God’s love and
grace.
As leaders inspire more and more of their congregation to give of
their time and talents, they will see disciples being made, the world
being transformed – more and more young people like Isabella Tinte
following their example.
Sophia Agtarap is a media consultant and freelance
writer living in Nashville, Tennessee.

The Old Testament tells of God’s people being asked to
give the first and the finest offerings. An apropos question
for laity and clergy alike today is, “Are we giving God our
best? What are we sacrificing? How are we making ourselves uncomfortable — stretching ourselves to give — to
be able to serve God and neighbor?”
Here are some ideas for beginning to shift a congregation’s
culture around generosity:
1. Tell stories. The Message has a beautiful retelling of
Matthew 13:10-17 and why storytelling matters: “A
lot of people, prophets and humble believers among
them, would have given anything to see what you are
seeing, to hear what you are hearing, but never had the
chance.”
2. Inspire, don’t guilt trip. Coercion and guilt are not good
bases for giving or creating environments where the
Holy Spirit can move. Rather than focus on a dire
financial situation, present opportunities to give time
and resources to allow the congregation to offer hope
through the church’s ministries. People of faith and
hope do not allow fear to dictate their actions. Show
that we are people who have faith in a God bigger than
our fears.
3. Increase the number of ways you ask people to give. Put
yourself in the pew. What does the average churchgoer
in your congregation hear about giving? If they were to
come just six times a year, what would they infer about
how to participate in the life of the church? They might
hear of your fall and spring stewardship campaigns,
automatic deductions for their monthly tithe and online
giving. Would they also hear of opportunities to serve
through the church, opportunities to lead and ways their
generosity extends beyond the church building?

Sophia Agtarap

Why I Give
I GIVE BECAUSE I am grateful for all of God’s
gifts – past, present and future. I also give because God asks me to and multiplies my gifts.
I bless others when I give. My church does
great work for God. Giving teaches my children
to give, connects me to all of God’s people and
tells God, “I love you.”
Beth Borchert, Poughkeepsie (New York) UMC

I GIVE FOR two reasons: to fulfill a promise

I made to my local church to support the
ministries of the church, both locally and in
the world; secondly, as a thank offering for the
many blessings I have received.
Mary L. Brooks, Lyndon (Kansas) UMC

MY ROOTS taught me to be the first to volun-

teer, stay until the end and sweat with all my
might. Giving of all that I am naturally involves
financial gifts. Giving flows out of every drop. I
give to The United Methodist Church because
it teaches me that we are connected and that
my ‘whole self’ is not just those in my house
but all. Giving is who I am and who we are.

I GIVE BECAUSE I finally realized that the
church budget is a work of theology (how
we believe God calls us to use money as a
church) and that to give is to give up my individual right to control God’s money.
The Rev. Jason Villegas, associate pastor,
First UMC, Morehead City, North Carolina

to me and all the people in my community
that God is at work in our world. I give to my
church because I cherish it as the place I go to
worship God and draw strength from the witness I see in my Christian sisters and brothers.

WHY DO I GIVE? I don’t know why I wouldn’t.
I feel that we are all family, and of course, we
would help others in need whether it be financially or with our presence or prayers. If we do
not give, we cannot expect the world to get any
better, and in fact, it would get worse. I don’t
believe God intended folks to be homeless or
hungry or sick or frightened.

Karen Tierney, John Wesley UMC,
Fairmouth, Massachusetts

Jill Williamson, Richfield UMC,
Minneapolis, Minnesota

The Rev. Michael Mann, Northern Illinois Conference

MY UNITED METHODIST church is a beacon
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Watch and listen to “Let the Children Give:
Raising Generous Children,” a 58-minute webinar,
featuring the Rev. Rosanna Anderson, associate
director of stewardship ministries, Discipleship
Ministries, and Delia Halverson, long-time
Christian educator and author of Let the Children
Give; Time, Talents, Love, and Money.

BY MELISSA HINNEN

WHEN A FOURTH-GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENT
at Los Altos United Methodist Church realized how much money her
class needed to raise to purchase a llama for a family in need, her passion
and creativity stirred.
“Mom, I’m worried we are not going
to raise enough,” Faith Watters said. “I’m
going to sell lemonade and artwork to
make sure we can do what we promised.”
Through her hard work, she raised $300
for Heifer International to support the
purchase of a llama.
Keeping the missional aspect of
“extravagant generosity” relevant to
children is vital to nurturing a spirit of
stewardship and giving, says Lisa Conway.
Director of children’s ministry at the
church in Los Altos, California, she has
incorporated both local and international
projects to encourage giving.
“Asking a child to give 10 percent
doesn’t mean much to him or her,” she
says. “But if we tell them that the gifts
from their own resources combined
with their classmates’ gifts can purchase
an animal for a family through Heifer

Fourth-grader Faith Watters sells lemonade and
art work to support the efforts of her Sunday
school class to buy a llama. She is from Los
Altos United Methodist Church in California.

International, or provide breakfast for
families in our own community, they begin
to make the connections.”
In a recent webinar sponsored by
Discipleship Ministries, Delia Halverson,
long-time Christian educator and author
of Let the Children Give: Time, Talents,
Love, and Money (Upper Room Books),
reminded participants that “children learn
by watching and grow through action.” As
children learn about the intersection of
the “head and heart” of stewardship and
the “hands and feet” of mission, Halverson
suggests they must first learn to value the
church.
The Rev. Rosanna Anderson, associate
director of stewardship at Discipleship
Ministries, says, “It’s important to engage
children and youth with resources that
are designed for their age and stage of
faith development.” Resources such as
Earn. Save. Give. (Abingdon
Press) and the Advent study
Finding Bethlehem in the Midst
of Bedlam (Abingdon Press)
can help families “become
more personally involved in
a churchwide stewardship
campaign,” she says.
As part of the campaign,
children can be asked to join
their parents in pledging
their gifts, prayers, presence,
service and witness. Halverson says that a
special pledge card designed for children
helps them promise to care for the church
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by cleaning up litter, tithing from their
allowance, greeting and serving as an
acolyte.
Nick Haigler, youth minister at
Bethesda (Maryland) United Methodist
Church, also uses a multi-response pledge
system to reinforce stewardship. For
example, during a capital campaign for
a building addition, youth both pledged
financially and committed volunteer time.
Haigler says that when children and youth
“understand all that needs to happen to
care for the church, it invests them in the
health of the church. They begin to make
the connection between money raised
in the church and how it translates to
ministry.”
Giving with a joyful heart is not
limited to placing offerings in baskets
as pre-loaded debit cards become more
common among young people and adults
increasingly tithe through automated
giving.
“We realized that with electronic
giving, children today may miss the visual
and tangible cue of people contributing
to the offering,” explains the Rev. Ken
Sloane, interim associate general secretary
of leadership ministries. In response,
Discipleship Ministries collaborated with
United Methodist Communications to
create “I’m a UMC E-Giver!” cards. Sloane
says, “Now people who sit in the pews
and do their regular giving electronically
can participate in the Sunday morning
offering by putting a card in the plate as it
is passed.”
Haigler says the Bethesda church
encourages electronic giving. “Technology
is part of every day lives. Everything is
paid online,” he says. “We can buy a fast
food burger through automated giving.
Shouldn’t it be as easy to make a gift to the
church?” he suggests.
The Rev. Melissa Hinnen is pastor of Asbury
United Methodist Church, Croton-on-Hudson, New York. She formerly served on the
communications staff of the General Board of
Global Ministries.
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BY ERIK ALSGAARD
BY MOST ACCOUNTS, IT IS THE THIRD RAIL OF BEING
A LOCAL CHURCH PASTOR: TOUCH IT, AND YOU’LL
GET ZAPPED.

“It” is the long-standing question,
“Should a pastor know how much a church
member gives?”
In late 2015, the connectional giving
team – staff from United Methodist Communications that “works to increase visibility, awareness and financial support for
the connectional ministries of The United
Methodist Church” – did a survey where
372 people responded to that question.
The results were clear as mud.
“Most definitely yes,” said the Rev.
Tom Barnard, pastor at Crum’s United
Methodist Church in Berryville, Virginia.
“Resources come in many areas and financial resources are critical to know as this
usually determines commitment to the
work of the church and kingdom.”
“I am a firm believer that this is something that is between the member and
God,” said Carl Sudduth, supply pastor at
Gainseville United Methodist Church in
Livingston, Alabama. “If the pastor knows
too much about someone’s finances, it

might affect how he ministers to that
family.”
“I wanted to wait at least a year before I
knew any financial giving information because I wanted to get to know the leaders,
members and attendees first,” said the Rev.
Melissa Dodd, pastor at Asbury United
Methodist Church in Springfield, Missouri. “Now I am aware of our top givers.”
Some United Methodist churches have
a policy that forbids the pastor from knowing what members give. Those that do will
find themselves in violation of the soon-tobe-published Book of Discipline 2016.
General Conference 2016 passed
legislation as part of a consent calendar
amending Paragraph 340.2.c.(2)(c) of
The Book of Discipline 2012 to read: “...the
pastor, in cooperation with the financial
secretary, shall have access to and responsibility for professional stewardship of
congregational giving records.” One purpose cited is to provide pastoral care. The
legislation is effective Jan. 1, 2017.
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To know or not to know
Stewardship consultant the Rev. Clif
Christopher would agree with the move.
“The church is the only nonprofit on
the planet that does not want its leader to
know everything he or she can about how
the nonprofit functions and pays its bills,”
writes Christopher in Whose Offering Plate
Is It? (Abingdon Press).
In the book, he offers a plan for moving
congregations away from the practice and
writes, “Be sure that your leaders understand that your knowledge of giving is a
spiritual diagnostic tool that you must
have to be effective.”
A pastor choosing not to know, Christopher continues, “constitutes clergy
malpractice. ... It is well known that how
one gives is one of the best indicators of
the condition of a person’s soul. If a person
is not giving, you can just about take it to
the bank that Jesus Christ is not the lord
of his or her life.”
Are there valid reasons for choosing not to know? The Rev. David Jones
addressed the question in two 2012 blogs
for The Rocket Company (www.therocketcompany.com). Now the pastor at First
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THE ‘THIRD RAIL’ OF
BEING A PASTOR:
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HORIZONS STEWARDSHIP

ALISON BURDETT

THE LEWIS CENTER

that pastors
United Methodist Church in Decatur,
Talk about giving
need to know,
Georgia, Jones wrote that he tells the conUltimately, the best way to foster
and should
gregation that, as their spiritual shepherd,
a culture of greater transparency
know, what a
he intends to lead them “without fear or
around giving is to talk about it more,
parishioner
favor.”
notes Ann A. Michel, associate direcgives.
“But,” he added, “I found, early in my
tor of the Lewis Center and lecturer
“Me,
ministry, that promise was hard to keep
in church leadership at Wesley Theopersonally, I
when I reviewed people’s giving record. It
logical Seminary in Washington, D.C.
think (knowmade too much of a difference in how I felt
“Pastors and other key leaders can
Ann Michel
ing) is one of
toward some people, especially those who
model the way by openly discussing
the measures of Christianity,” Robert said.
talked much about what the church should how much they give and why,” Michel said
“If your giving changes, I think the pastor
be doing but
in an article at www.churchleaderneeds to know that.”
gave little or
ship.com. “This sharing should be
Changes in a person’s tithe, he said,
nothing to get
done in thoughtful and appropriate
could alert the pastor to other, perhaps
it done.”
ways, of course. But when we share
more serious, issues in a person’s life.
At Oakdale
testimonies about our giving, when
“Is Frank on drugs? Is there a divorce
Emory United
we take encouragement rather than
going on? Did he lose his job? What’s going
Methodist
offense when someone learns about
on?” he said. “It’s a great sign for the pastor
Church in Olour generosity, we teach and inspire
to know, or, at the least, to be alerted to the
ney, Maryland,
others about the importance of faithfact that Frank’s giving changed.”
the Rev. Kevin
ful giving.”
Robert understands that people don’t
Baker agrees
Michel said that the “conspirwant to flaunt their giving and that is
with Jones,
acy of silence” around money and
but he handles
giving in local churches is contrary to something Jesus taught. At the same time,
keeping a person’s giving “just between
things a bit
responsible stewardship. “AccountFrank Robert
them and God” isn’t very effective, he said.
differently.
able discipleship requires that we
“You don’t take your money and just
“I think a
be far more honest and transparent
throw it directly up to heaven,” Robert
pastor has a right to know,” he said. “Do I
around everything having to do with faith
said. “It doesn’t work that way. When you
know personally about you or anyone else? and money,” she said. “And being a bit
No. The problem with knowing how much
more open about our giving and a little less give, someone in the church is counting
a person gives is the potential to treat
uptight about who knows are good steps in your money; you’re claiming it off your
them differently. If they are big givthat direction.” taxes.”
Underlying all this, Robert stressed,
ers, you give them more attention or,
Frank Robis that giving is a spiritual discipline;
if they don’t give at all, you treat them
ert, associate
something that reflects one’s relationship
carelessly. Frankly, I don’t totally
director of
with God. In a day and age when giving to
trust myself. I fear that if I knew what
the Mid-Atcharitable causes is rising, to an estimata person gave it might influence me.”
lantic United
ed $373.25 billion in 2015, according to
Baker does ask for giving numMethodist
a report on Giving USA (givingusa.org),
bers on a regular basis. Just recently,
Foundation,
donations to religious organizations have
he asked for the giving numbers of
teaches steweach of the church’s board members.
ardship classes stayed flat for the last 10 years.
“We need to teach the next generation
“I just asked them to leave off the
throughout the
about giving,” Robert said. “The older
names,” he said. “I didn’t want to
region. This
generation understands it as a spiritual
know so much how much any one
question, he
practice, but unless we teach this to the
person gave as much as I wanted to
said,
comes
up
The Rev. Clif Christopher
next generation, we’re going to lose it.”
know how much integrity our board
“all the time.”
has in their own giving. I don’t think it is
The answer, he said, has been changing
The Rev. Erik Alsgaard is editor of
ever right to ask the congregation to do
over the years. The Mid-Atlantic FoundaUMConnection, official newspaper of the
something we the board and staff are not
tion has put together a two-year intensive
Baltimore-Washington Conference.
doing.”
financial academy for pastors. They teach
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ELECTRONIC
GIVING RAISES TECHNO-,
THEO-LOGICAL
BY JEREMY STEELE

THE PREFERENCE AMONG CHURCHGOERS for electronic

giving is clear. A recent study showed that 79 percent of 24-34 year olds
prefer to give electronically with 60 percent of all attendees stating the
same preference.

Connecting worship, giving

It is important not to let the means
minimize the ancient connection between giving and worship, said the Rev.
Thad Austin, an elder from the Tennessee

Conference and a doctoral candidate at
the Lilly Family School of Philanthropy at
Indiana University. “The first act of giving
as part of worship
happens in the
first family in the
Bible with Cain
and Abel.”
Giving during
a worship service
carries power as
it physically expresses a spiritual
act. Giving the
resources under
The Rev. Thad Austin
their stewardship
to the church lets
worshippers match actions to their words
as they sing about the sacrifice of praise.
The lack of “emotional connection
that comes from putting something in that
offering plate when it passes” concerns the
Rev. Dwayne Scoggin, pastor of Courtland
United Methodist Church in Mississippi. “Personally I don’t see any harm in
offering a digital way to give, but we do
not need to stop the offering in worship
services either.”
Families moving to online giving may
also complicate teaching children and
youth about giving (see page 35). When
youngsters see their parents and grandparents placing checks and cash in the
offering plate, they begin to understand
COURTESY PHOTO
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The results of the Vanco Payment Solutions study are supported by the responses
of pastors to a survey on online giving
conducted by the United Methodist Communications’ connectional giving team last
spring. The General Council on Finance
and Administration endorses Vanco as a
provider of digital giving resources.
“Remove whatever obstacles might
be in the way for individuals to practice
generosity,” the Rev. Matt Lipan wrote in
response to the survey. “It has only been a
positive experience for our congregation
as more and more individuals sign up for
online giving. It is also something I actively encourage from the ‘pulpit.’” Lipan
leads Gateway United Methodist Church
in Indianapolis.
The challenge with meeting givers’
growing preference is both technological
(see page 57) and theological. Less than
one quarter of all churches offer the option
of electronic giving. People continue to
make the lion’s share of their offerings in
person during worship. As more and more
churches do adopt electronic giving, there
is concern that people will lose an understanding of giving as an act of worship.
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the importance their family places on
financial faithfulness. Without provisions
for some sort of symbolic offering – in lieu
of money – Austin said, “Children might
see the plate pass by and never see their
parents put something in it.”
To address the dilemma of plate vs.
electronic offerings, Austin said churches
first “must allow people to give in their
native language.” That means the
church cannot ignore the shift to
electronic transactions any more
than it could ignore the shift from
using cash to writing checks.
“Why would we ever want to
limit someone’s ability to give in this
ever-changing world just because
we may not be comfortable giving
this way?” asks the Rev. Russell
Corben, pastor of West Freedom
United Methodist Church in Parker,
Pennsylvania. “My experience is that
congregations that have integrated
digital giving options have seen the level of
generosity in the people gathering together
go up significantly.”
Offering congregants new ways of
giving – online, texting, electronic pointof-sale tablets and church kiosks to name
a few – also provides an opportunity to
teach about the theology of giving and
money in general. That can be through a
sermon series or even a teaching video
placed on the church website that explains
how the new giving system works.

Offerings in the plate
When it comes to placing an offering
in the plate, churches are finding creative
solutions to that as well.

As congregants of Michelson Memorial
United Methodist Church in Grayling,
Michigan, register to give electronically,
each receives 50 cards that say, “I gave
online.” At the end of each service, ushers
remove those cards from the plates and
store them to be sent again when the traditional givers are sent their box of offering
envelopes.
First United Methodist Church of
Childersburg in Sylacauga, Alabama, encourages people who give electronically, as
well as those who give in person only once
a month, to place a dollar bill in the plate
each week to help them engage more fully
in the worship service.
Austin knows of at least one church
that gives members pebbles to place in
their metal plates. The practice both gives
worshippers something to put in the plate
and engages another sense when the stone
hits the metal.
Eureka United Methodist Church in
Kansas invites people to take a gold card

from the pew rack and place it in the plate
to signify that they have given in another
way. Still other churches have people
simply place their attendance sheet in the
plate when they have given online.
“By not embracing modern forms of
giving, we are actually excluding people
from being able to participate fully in
worship,” Austin says. “Opening the door
to electronic giving does not have to mean
closing the door to participating in the
offertory in the worship service. With
careful thought and planning, church
leaders can both remove the barriers
to giving and increase participation in
worship.”
The Rev. Jeremy Steele is Next Generation
pastor at Christ United Methodist Church
in Mobile, Alabama. An author, speaker
and blogger, he regularly contributes
to the Technology department for
Interpreter and Interpreter OnLine,
www.interpretermagazine.org.
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Beth Lodwick (left), finance and youth assistant
at Christ United Methodist Church in Mobile, Ala.,
demonstrates use of a Square tablet to church member Angela Tait. The device lets buyers use credit
and debit cards at church fundraisers. The church
also promotes online giving of church offerings.
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LEADING TO
PRESERVE UNITY

‘An Offering for a Way Forward’

40

In the end, though, the full
conference considered none of them
– after voting on May 18 to accept the
recommendation of the Council of
Bishops to “pause for prayer” and stop
debate until a commission can study
the existing regulations and make
recommendations.
In “An Offering for a Way Forward”
(http://bit.ly/offering-a-way-forward),
the bishops responded to the delegates’
request a day earlier to lead a “stuck”
General Conference in a way that would
preserve unity and address the conflicts
around church laws related to sexuality.
PRAYER, CLOSE REVIEW

“We accept our role as spiritual leaders
to lead The United Methodist Church in
a ‘pause for prayer’ — to step back from
attempts at legislative solutions and
to intentionally seek God’s will for the
future,” said Bishop Bruce Ough as he
presented the recommendation to the
delegates.
Ough, president of the Council of
Bishops, said the commission would
examine every paragraph in The Book
of Discipline related to human sexuality
and possibly recommend revisions.
The membership will represent United
Methodists on four continents as well as
the varied perspectives in the church.
The offering also raised the possibility
of a special General Conference in 2018 or
2019 to act on the commission’s recommendations.
Other bishops stood behind Ough as
he read the statement, which he acknowl-
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AS GENERAL CONFERENCE 2016
DELEGATES ARRIVED IN PORTLAND, OREGON, MANY KNEW THAT
OVER 100, CLOSE TO 10 PER CENT,
OF THE PETITIONS IN FRONT OF
THEM WERE ASKING FOR CHANGES
IN STATEMENTS RELATED TO SEXUALITY IN THE BOOK OF DISCIPLINE.

Other young people surround Ann Jacob of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference as she reads a
statement strongly supporting church unity adopted by the Global Young People’s Convocation and
Legislative Assembly in 2015. She presented the statement during the debate on “An Offering for a
Way Forward.”

edged did not receive the unanimous vote
of the council. It did have overwhelming
support, he said, adding that unanimity is
not required for unity.
It was the second time in as many days
that Ough addressed the delegates in their
legislative sessions, an unusual role he
noted as bishops preside over the assembly, but they have neither voice nor vote in
General Conference and may not address
it without permission.
On May 17, Ough issued a call for unity
in the church while squashing rumors
that the bishops were preparing for a
possible schism growing out of conflict
over the church’s ministry with and by
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered and
queer/questioning (LGBTQ) people. He
also confirmed that some bishops had
been meeting in secret with leaders of
various advocacy groups and pastors of
megachurches in the United States in an
effort to find a way forward together.
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LEADERSHIP SOUGHT

After the presentation, the Rev. Mark
Holland, a delegate from the Great Plains
Conference, said the call for unity did
not provide a path forward. He asked the
Council of Bishops to meet and bring back
a report the next morning.
“We are asking for your leadership,”
the Rev. Tom Berlin, Virginia, told the
bishops.
The Rev. Jerry Kulah, Liberia, opposing the referral, said, “I would like for us to
follow the rules and not compromise the
integrity of our General Conference.”
“We are in a stuck place at this General
Conference,” said the Rev. Adam Hamilton, Great Plains, “I am pleading with you.
Please help us.”
The invitation surprised many of bishops, who began meeting late that afternoon and worked well into the night.
Bishop Minerva Carcaño, after the
dinner break, told United Methodist News

UMNS/MAILE BRADFIELD

Bishop Bruce R. Ough reads an “An
Offering for a Way Forward” to General
Conference 2016.

Continuing the debate
Service, “None of us can remember a previous General Conference that asked for the
advice of the Council of Bishops,” she said.
“There have been some wonderfully
meaningful conversations where people
are sharing at a very deep level their hopes
and yearnings for the church,” said Bishop
Gregory Palmer. “There is biblical and
theological reflection. There is historical
reflection, and there is some practical
dreaming. We got here in an interesting
way, but I’ve been inspired by the depth of
the yearning that we be one.”
Presenting the Council’s recommendation, Ough told the delegates, “As far as
we can discover, this is the first time that a
General Conference has ever made such a
request of the Council of Bishops, and we
have accepted this request with humility.”
AT A BREAKING POINT?

The United Methodist Church’s sexuality debate had seemed to be reaching
a breaking point, especially as more
countries including the United States have
legalized same-sex marriage. Some U.S.
United Methodists have publicly officiated

The commission:
who and when?
The timeline for the Council of Bishops to name
the commission and set a schedule for its work
had not been announced at Interpreter deadline.
Bishop Bruce Ough, president, said, he and his
colleagues are “very, very sensitive to the fact
that we will need voices that ultimately bring
significant constituencies along.”
That includes voices who are already part of the
discussion as well as voices from Africa, Asia
and Europe and newer, younger voices, “who
reflect where people are yearning to go in the
future,” he said.
The Council also seeks commission members
who will bring “wisdom” – what Ough describes
as an openness to an infilling of the Holy Spirit.

at same-sex weddings in defiance of the
ban in the Discipline.
As General Conference got under way,
more than 100 clergy and clergy candidates in the U.S. and one in the Philippines
came out as gay. The denomination bans
the ordination of “self-avowed practicing”
gay clergy.
At the same time, African bishops
made clear they were encouraging delegates not to budge on church teachings,
which define marriage as between a man
and woman. Since 1972, The Book of
Discipline has asserted all people are of
sacred worth, but the church considers the
practice of homosexuality “incompatible
with Christian teaching.”
While presenting their recommendation, Ough said the bishops continue to
hear from many people “that our current
Discipline contains language which is
contradictory, unnecessarily hurtful, and
inadequate for the variety of local, regional
and global contexts.”
After a long, contentious and sometimes hurtful debate on the bishops’ recommendation, George Howard, West Ohio,
moved to accept it. The delegates narrowly
affirmed the offering with a vote of 428 for
and 405 against.
“Our church is struggling, and there are
voices all around the edges — just a variety
of voices,” Howard told UMNS. “What I’m
afraid of is that if we don’t pause and allow
the Spirit to fill the space, then we will
fracture.”
Like many in the room, Howard believed he had secured such a pause.
Adapted from United Methodist News
Service stories by Kathy L. Gilbert, Heather
Hahn and Sam Hodges. Find the full reports
and other General Conference news coverage
at http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/generalconference-2016-news1.
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The United Methodist Church declares “the
practice of homosexuality incompatible with
Christian teaching.” The Book of Discipline
bars “self-avowed practicing homosexuals”
from being ordained or becoming bishops.
It prohibits clergy from officiating at or participating in same-sex weddings and annual
conferences cannot fund LGBTQ programs
or events.
Several annual conferences defied or supported the Discipline in their 2016 sessions.
» Baltimore-Washington: Rejected the recommendation of the conference Board of
Ordained Ministry that a lesbian candidate be approved for commissioning and
provisional membership.
» California-Nevada: Passed an “aspirational resolution” calling for The Book of
Discipline not to be followed as it relates
to items concerning LGBTQ people
and ceasing judicial processes in such
matters.
» California-Nevada and California-Pacific: Endorsed two openly gay bishop candidates.
The North Central Jurisdiction is also
considering an openly gay clergyman as
a bishop candidate.
» California-Pacific, Desert Southwest, New
England and Pacific-Northwest: Voted not to
comply with provisions of the Discipline
that limit ministry with and by LGBTQ
people.
» Estonia: Resolved that “human sexuality
belongs only within the bonds of marriage
between a man and a woman.”
» New York: Ordained four openly gay clergy.
» Rocky Mountain: Resolved that sexual
orientation and gender identity should not
be a bar to election as bishop.
» South Georgia: Asked its bishop not receive
any clergy who have publicly stated their
intent to disregard the Discipline regarding human sexuality.
Many conferences offered words of
encouragement and prayers for
“Offering for a Way Forward.”
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Watch “It’s a Wrap: United Methodist
General Conference 2016” to see an
overview of the actions taken and some of
the most significant moments of General
Conference.

UNITY STRESSED IN
POST-GC PASTORAL LETTER

42

To the people of The United Methodist Church:
The Council of Bishops brings you greetings in the name of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who has called us to be servant
leaders of the church. In 1812, Bishop Francis Asbury, Bishop
William McKendree and General Conference Secretary Daniel
Hitt sent the first letter to churches following General Conference. This letter seeks to revive that tradition. Many bishops will
also be communicating individually in their own areas.
Hundreds of lay and clergy delegates from around the world
gathered in Portland, Oregon, along with bishops and pastors,
church members and staff, volunteers and visitors, to engage in
Christian conferencing, to make decisions for our church’s future,
to affirm our global connection, to worship and to celebrate God’s
faithfulness.
We celebrated the success of our Imagine No Malaria initiative, which seeks to raise $75 million in the fight against malaria,
a disease that takes the life of a child in Africa every two minutes.
We celebrated our ecumenical partnerships as we move into
full communion with the Uniting Church in Sweden and toward
full communion with the Moravian Church. We celebrated our
heritage: the 250th anniversary of our oldest church, John Street
United Methodist Church, the 200th anniversary of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church, the 150th anniversary of United
Methodist Women, the 25th anniversary of Africa University and
others.
We continued in our acts of repentance with a presentation
from the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes about the Methodist
involvement in the 1864 Sand Creek massacre. We shared in the
consecration of deaconesses and home missioners and the commissioning of missionaries. We moved toward a global Book of
Discipline and global Social Principles. We voted to add five new
bishops in Africa after 2020, and approved a church wide study
on our ecclesiology.
The episcopal address set the tone for the event, focusing on
humility and lifting up our accomplishments. We heard from our
laity an invitation to members to be more involved in making
disciples and getting involved in ministries to bring the love of
Christ to others. We heard our young people say they “are engaged
in Christ’s journey with energy and love.” We also heard them say
clearly that they do not want a divided church and urged us to “be
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Reviving a tradition that is more than a century old and in the wake
of General Conference 2016, the United Methodist Council of Bishops
on May 23 sent this pastoral letter

in unity even if we do not have unanimity.” They give
us hope for our future.
The body had difficult and challenging work before
it as we acknowledged our differences over human
sexuality. Amidst those differences, the delegates
affirmed they want their bishops to lead and we found
ourselves with an opportunity for a holy moment. We
spoke candidly about what divides us and what our
church might look like in the future if we dared to
consider new possibilities. We offered a way forward,
postponing decisions about sexuality matters and
committing to having a different kind of global conversation that allows all voices to be heard.
Our differences do not keep us from being the body
of Christ. They do not keep us from doing good in the
world. They do not keep us from making a difference
– and so we set forth bold new goals: to make a million
new disciples of Jesus Christ; to engage 3 million new
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Incoming leaders for the United Methodist Council of Bishops
pray together May 19 at General Conference. From left are
Bishops Bruce R. Ough, president, Cynthia Fierro Harvey,
secretary, B. Michael Watson, ecumenical officer, and Marcus
Matthews, executive secretary.

Hope.
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people to make a difference in the world; to transform
400 communities for vital abundant living; to reach a
million children with lifesaving health interventions;
and to double the number of vital congregations.
Most importantly, we affirmed our commitment to
stay united. We proved that we are more than debates
and divisions, more than rules and resolutions. We
stood together as the body of Christ. As we reflect
on our time in Portland, our prayer is for unity in the
church for the advancement of our mission of making
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world.
As John Wesley reminded us, “Best of all, God is
with us.”
Signed on behalf of the Council of Bishops,
Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president of the Council
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TWENTY NEW EPISCOPAL LEADERS
WILL JOIN THE UNITED METHODIST
COUNCIL OF BISHOPS IN THE
COMING MONTHS.
Fifteen will be elected and consecrated
as the five jurisdictional conferences in the
United States meet in July. All active bishops will be assigned to the episcopal areas
they will serve for the 2017-2020 quadrennium. Voting for bishops in the United
States begins on Wednesday, July 13.
The seven central conferences in Africa, Europe and the Philippines will elect
five bishops when they convene between
August 2016 and May 2017.
General Conference 2016 recognized
retiring United Methodist bishops on May
19. Bishops in the United States will retire on
Aug. 31. Retirement dates for the others vary.
44

NORTH CENTRAL

The North Central Jurisdiction will
elect four bishops when it convenes in
Peoria, Illinois. Delegates will also consider restructuring of their mission council.
Retirees are:
» Indiana Area Bishop Michael Coyner, elected in 1996, also served the
Dakotas.
» Ohio East Area Bishop John Hopkins,
elected in 1996, also served Minnesota.
» Illinois Area Bishop Jonathan Keaton,
elected in 1996, also served Ohio East
and Michigan.
» Michigan Area Bishop Deborah Lieder
Kiesey, elected in 2004, also served
Dakotas.
NORTHEASTERN

Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
the Northeastern Jurisdiction will elect
two bishops – although only one is retiring. Joining the 172 delegates elected by
annual conferences will be 20 youth delegates who will sit with their conference
delegations and have voice but not vote.
Leaving the active episcopacy are:
» Washington Area Bishop Marcus
Matthews, elected in 2004, earlier
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20 BISHOPS TO
BE ELECTED

Among the retiring bishops honored during General Conference 2016 were
Warner H. Brown Jr., Michael Watson, Young Jin Cho, Jane Middleton,
Michael Coyner, Nkulu Ntanda Ntambo, Lindsey Davis, Robert Hayes Jr.
and Benjamin Boni.

served Philadelphia and New York
West.
» New York Area Bishop Jane Middleton,
elected in 2004, served the Harrisburg
Area and retired in 2012, called from
retirement to serve New York.
SOUTH CENTRAL

The South Central Jurisdiction will
elect three bishops when it convenes in
Wichita, Kansas. Two bishops are retiring.
The third election will fill the vacancy created in December 2015 when James Dorff
resigned from the episcopacy and surrendered his credentials. He was assigned to
the San Antonio Area. Retirees are:
» Oklahoma Area Bishop Robert Hayes
Jr., elected in 2004.
» Houston Area Bishop Janice Riggle
Huie, elected in 1996, also served
Arkansas.
SOUTHEASTERN

Five bishops are retiring in the Southeastern Jurisdiction, which will meet at
Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, under the
theme “Unity in Christ.” Retirees are:
» Virginia Area Bishop Young Jin Cho,
elected in 2012.
» Louisville Area Bishop Lindsey Davis,
elected in 1996, also served North
Georgia.
» Charlotte Area Bishop Larry Goodpaster, elected in 2000, also served
Alabama-West Florida.
» South Georgia Area Bishop James
King, elected in 2008, also served
Louisville.
» North Georgia Area Bishop Michael
Watson, elected in 2000, also served
South Georgia.
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WESTERN

Western Jurisidiction delegates will
experience “permeable boundaries” when
they convene in Scottsdale, Arizona, to
elect a bishop. Delegates will not be seated
by annual conferences but as “inclusive
members of the jurisdiction,” according to
the conference website. Retiring is:
» San Francisco Area Bishop Warner H.
Brown Jr., elected in 2000, also served
Denver.
CENTRAL CONFERENCES

Five bishops will retire in the central
conferences:
» Liberia Area Bishop John Innis, elected in 2000, also served Côte d’Ivoire
briefly, West Africa Central Conference.
» Southern Congo Area Bishop Kainda
Katembo, first elected in 1980, elected
for life in 1984, also served Southern
Zaire, Africa Central Conference.
» North Katanga Area Bishop Nkulu
Ntanda Ntambo, elected in 1996, Africa
Central Conference.
» Germany Area Bishop Rosemarie Wenner, elected in 2005, Germany Central
Conference.
» Central Congo Area Bishop David Yemba, first elected in 2005, re-elected in
2008, Congo Central Conference.
Dates of the central conferences are:
Africa, Aug. 11-14; Congo, second half of
August; Northern Europe and Eurasia,
Oct. 19-23; Philippines, Nov. 15-19; West
Africa, Dec. 10-14; Central and Southern
Europe, March 11-14, 2017; and Germany,
May 15-19, 2017.

See General Conference delegates
and guests in action during “United
Methodists’ Portland Day of Service.”

TAKING TIME TO SERVE
AS THOUSANDS OF UNITED METHODISTS WORKED THROUGH GENERAL
CONFERENCE BUSINESS, OTHERS SPENT SEVERAL HOURS SERVING THE
PEOPLE OF PORTLAND, OREGON. AT THE SAME TIME, UNITED METHODIST
RURAL ADVOCATES DAILY LET DELEGATES AND VISITORS SERVE SOME
OF THE CITY’S HOMELESS.

SERVE AND LEARN

Ruby Anderson of Southfield, Michigan, attended General Conference as a
reserve delegate from the Detroit Conference. Working at Bethlehem House let her
serve – and learn best practices for better
ministry in her own church.
“I’m always looking for things I can
take back to my church and the groups I
work with,” said Anderson, an active volunteer, “because I think we are all ambassadors for knowing what to do and not just
doing for the sake of doing.”
Many of the volunteers were thankful
for a chance to shift their focus some from
meetings to hands-on ministry.
The Rev. László Khaled-Abdo, a delegate from the Hungary Provisional Conference, worked at the Food Bank. Being
part of the day of service was “important
because we are Christian and that means
not only our faith but our service with the
poor and among the people,” he said.

The work of The United Methodist Church was happening both in the
convention center and at the service sites,
said the Rev. Cindy Gregorson, director of
connectional ministries in the Minnesota
Conference and a General Conference
observer.
“It’s in the votes and in the legislation,”
she said. “It’s (also) what we can do to
make a difference in our community. I
wanted to remind myself about why I’m
United Methodist by doing good and making a difference in the world.”
“Do this also as Jesus did in our lives,”
the Rev. Joselito Javien Ortiz, delegate
from the Northwest Philippines Conference, advised his fellow church members.

Adapted from “United Methodists’ Portland
Day of Service” (http://bit.ly/day-of-service)
by Lila Marigza, freelance video producer,
United Methodist Communications, and
“Helping Homeless with a Meal and a
Message” (http://bit.ly/meals-for-homeless)
by Anne Marie Gerhardt, director of
communications, Northern Illinois
Conference.

MEALS FOR THE HOMELESS

In the same spirit
of compassion, United
Methodist Rural Advocates (UMRA) spent
most mornings giving
conference-goers materials to be in ministry with
homeless people they
might encounter as they
walked to and from the
convention center.
According to the
Portland Housing Bureau, on any given night
more than 4,000 people
sleep on the streets or in
shelters across the city.
Rural advocates
distributed some 1,500 colorful cards
with messages of hope and love made
by children in churches across the
connection. Accompanying them were
meal vouchers to the Sisters of the Road
Cafe, which provides nourishing meals in
a safe, dignified space.
INTERPRETER/KATHY NOBLE

For one day, volunteers from around
the world served at Bethlehem House of
Bread and at the Oregon Food Bank.
Bethlehem House grew out of the
merger of two churches, explains the
Rev. Jeremy Hadju-Paulen, pastor. “Our
church, Tigard United Methodist, really took a risk in taking on this property
and this building and re-purposing it for
ministry in this way,” he said, “but it’s been
such a blessing to us and it’s really one of
the primary ways we are connecting to the
community around us.”
The shopping style food bank provides emergency food supplies for 110
families each month. Supplies come from
the Oregon Food Bank and food drives at
businesses. The church’s food ministry
also includes a community garden where
neighbors can grow their own vegetables.

“We hope delegates and visitors will
take a card and a meal voucher and share it
with someone on the streets here in Portland and it will be a sign of Jesus’ love for
them,” said the Rev. Laura Beach, a United
Methodist Rural Advocate from the Western North Carolina Conference and pastor
of Boone United Methodist Church.
“No matter what happens inside the
Convention Center, we hope that this will
be a way we can feel Jesus’ presence with
us and show that love in the city,” said
Beach.

United Methodist Interpreter
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The Rev. Laura Boone and the Rev. Kevin Miller
(right) talk with the Rev. Richard Thompson, pastor of First United Methodist Church in Bakersfield, Calif., about the United Methodist Rural
Advocates’ ministry with homeless in Portland,
Ore. Beach and Miller are UMRA members from
the Western North Carolina Conference.
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Watch the opening and closing worship services
as well as each day’s morning worship prelude,
morning worship and closing devotion.

TIME TO CELEBRATE,
TIME TO COMMIT
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GENERAL CONFERENCE IS THE HIGHEST LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IN THE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH. ITS DEBATES AND DECISIONS GENERATE
HEADLINES. WORSHIP AND PRAYER, CELEBRATIONS AND DEMONSTRATIONS
CALLING FOR CHANGE ALSO ABOUND EITHER AS OFFICIAL PARTS OF THE
QUADRENNIAL EVENT OR ADJUNCT TO IT.
Festive worship opened each morning of General Conference 2016 May 10-20 at the Oregon
Convention Center in Portland. Delegates, staff
and visitors gathered for daily celebrations of
Holy Communion. The Prayer Room was open
throughout the session for individual devotions
and spiritual direction.
Reports, presentations and special events
reminded General Conference of what United
Methodists accomplish together as they seek to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Among those celebrated in
Portland were:
» Imagine No Malaria
» Ministries living out the Four Areas of Focus
» United Methodist higher education
» Consecration of deaconesses and home
missioners
» Commissioning of missionaries

Anniversaries observed included:
» 250th – Establishment of John Street Church,
New York (oldest Methodist church in the
United States)
» 200th – Death of Francis Asbury
» 200th – Birth of the African Methodist
Episcopal (AME) Church
» 150th – United Methodist Women (actual
anniversary is in 2019)
» 60th – Full clergy rights for women
» 30th – Disciple Bible study
» 20th – Creation of the Order of Deacon
Vigils and demonstrations focused on:
» Clean water/environmental justice
» Climate change
» Remembering those who have died of AIDS
» Immigration
» United Methodist ministry by, to and with
LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered,
queer/questioning) people

JULY • AUGUST 2016

United Methodist Interpreter

B

C

F

G
H

A The Rev. David Valera leads a

prayer for the May 12 climate vigil
sponsored by the Pacific Northwest Conference and others. The
vigil included prayers and concern
for the ways that climate change is
affecting creation.
UMNS/KATHLEEN BARRY

B Rights activists march on May

16 around the Oregon Convention Center, the site of the 2016
General Conference in Portland.
Using the theme of Jericho in
which walls were brought down,
the demonstrators were demanding that the church be more
inclusive of LGBTQ people in its
ministries. It was one of several
demonstrations outside and
inside the convention center.
UMNS/PAUL JEFFREY

C California-Pacific delegate Rosie

Rios holds an electronic candle
as delegates are encouraged to
“let your light shine before others.”
Rios was listening to a presentation about the Four Areas of Focus
ministry priorities.
UMNS/MIKE DUBOSE

D The Jefferson Dancers from Port-

land, Oregon, help celebrate The
United Methodist Church’s Imagine
No Malaria campaign on May 18.
UMNS/MIKE DUBOSE
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E Delegates honored the Rev. L.

Fitzgerald Reist II for his years of
service as secretary of the United
Methodist General Conference. He
served from 2004 to 2016. Presenting him with a blanket are Cynthia
Kent (left) and Raggatha Calentine.
UMNS/MIKE DUBOSE

F Bishop John Yambasu commis-

sions the Rev. Marcel Sachou as a
missionary in The United Methodist
Church. Sachou, a church planter
and pastoral mentor from Côte
d’Ivoire, will serve in the Central
African Republic. He was one of 29
missionaries commissioned.
UMNS/MIKE DUBOSE

G Bishop Minerva Carcaño prays with
General Conference participants
outside the plenary at the Oregon
Convention Center. Bishops –
readily identifiable by their stoles –
made themselves available to pray
with attendees during break times.
UMNS/KATHLEEN BARRY

H Bishops Joaquina Filipe Nhanala

(left) and Debra Wallace-Padgett
celebrate Holy Communion during
a worship service sponsored by the
General Commission on the Status
and Role of Women on May 15.
UMNS/MIKE DUBOSE
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LEGISLATION EXPANDS
LOCAL CHURCH OPTIONS
BY KATHY NOBLE

WHERE DOES A LOCAL CHURCH GATHER?

FOR SEVERAL DECADES, UNITED METHODISTS HAVE RECEIVED A
SPECIAL OFFERING ON THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT DESIGNATED TO
SUPPORT HUMANITARIAN EFFORTS IN THE WAKE OF NATURAL AND
HUMAN-CAUSED DISASTERS. IN RECENT YEARS, THE OFFERING HAS
SUPPORTED THE WORK OF THE UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON
RELIEF (UMCOR).
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Beginning in 2017, the name and
purpose of the special Sunday will match
as General Conference 2016 changed the
name of the One Great Hour of Sharing to
UMCOR Sunday. Offerings given during
the celebration will help support the administrative costs of UMCOR – allowing
100 percent of gifts to go to their designated purpose.
Adopting the new designation for
UMCOR Sunday and authorizing two
more special Sundays were among the
General Conference actions directly
affecting the ministry and operations of
local congregations. Others included:
» Adding doctrinal standards to the
charge conference agenda,
» Mandating insurance reviews and
financial accountability,
» Naming alternate forms of congregations,
» Adopting a proposed constitutional
amendment on inclusiveness,
» Adding a new social principle on bullying and
» Using resolutions to urge local churches to act.
The actions are effective on Jan. 1,
2017, and will be reflected in The Book of
Discipline 2016 and The Book of Resolutions 2016.
UMCOR Sunday is one of three new
observances authorized by General Conference 2016. The others are Volunteers in
Mission Awareness (UMVIM) Sunday and
Women’s Ministry Sunday. Each annual
conference will set the date for UMVIM
to celebrate those who have served in
short-term missions and may receive an

offering. Each congregation may annually
designate a Sunday to celebrate a variety
of women’s ministries, women’s history
and the contributions of women within
and beyond the local church.
PROMOTE DOCTRINE

General Conference mandated the
annual charge conference to “promote
awareness of and concurrence with the
Doctrinal Standards and the General
Rules of The United Methodist Church.”
The charge conference’s responsibility for
promoting and concurring with socially
responsible investment policies, the Social
Principles and The Book of Resolutions
continues.
FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY, INSURANCE

Pastors – in cooperation with the
financial secretary – are now required
to “have access to and responsibility for
professional stewardship of congregational giving records” to ensure membership
care, including meeting charitable giving
documentation requirements and providing appropriate pastoral care.
Delegates also adopted legislation
prohibiting immediate family members
of appointed clergy from serving in any
paid or unpaid position under the committee on finance of the church or charge
to which the clergy is appointed. The
restricted roles include treasurer, finance
chair, financial secretary and counter.
Family members may fill those roles in
other settings.
While trustees have been charged with
annually reviewing the church’s insurance
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coverage, they now must compare it to the
schedule published by the General Council
on Finance and Administration and recommend to the annual charge conference
changes needed to comply.
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Recognizing a “one size fits all” approach to organizing a local church is less
and less feasible, General Conferences
have granted congregations increasing
freedom in how they organize to pursue
their mission in their community. General Conference 2016 recognized some of
the forms a congregation might take that
would require the charge conference, the
district superintendent and the pastor to
approach organization and administration
differently. Examples of the “local church
alternatively conceived” are “coffee house
ministries, mall ministries, outdoor
ministries, retirement home ministries,
restaurant ministries, and other emergent
ways in which people can gather in God’s
name to be the church.”
NO BULLYING

A new social principle encourages
“churches to adopt a policy of zero tolerance for bullying, including cyber-bullying, within their spheres of influence;
stand with persons being bullied; and
take a leadership role in working with
the schools and community to prevent
bullying.”
EXPANDING INCLUSIVENESS

A proposed amendment to the church’s
constitution expands the concept of inclusiveness in the church to include gender,
ability and age and specifies “marital status” rather than status. The amendment
– which was approved – adds these words
to Division 1 – Article IV (Inclusiveness of
the Church): “...nor shall any member be
denied access to an equal place in the life,
worship, and governance of the Church because of race, color, gender, national origin,
ability, age, marital status, or economic
condition.” Delegates adopted it with 509
votes for and 242 against. However, to be
ratified, at least two-thirds of the members
voting on it during annual conference

The Rev. Josephine Deere, a delegate from the
Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference, applauds
as the 2016 General Conference comes to an end.

sessions in late 2016 and in 2017 must
approve it. The results will be reported to
the church by the Council of Bishops in
late 2017 or early 2018.

A new resolution on women’s ministry
“encourages the local church to provide
women’s ministry programs that fit the
unique needs of the women in the church
and are consistent with our values, theology and Social Principles of The United
Methodist Church.” Words in the original
petition indicated such programs would
be supplemental and in addition to United
Methodist Women. They were removed
in the minority report from the legislative
committee that the delegates adopted.
In support of the denominational focus
on global health, another resolution encourages each local church to participate
in at least one global health ministry each
year to address emerging and on-going
health issues and to develop ministries on
health, healing and wholeness.

UMNS/KATHLEEN BARRY

ENCOURAGING CHURCHES TO ACT

Delegates amended a resolution on
local church support for young people to
say, “Every church should be involved in
ministry with young people in their congregation and community. This ministry
focus provides an avenue to connect young
people with God and empower them to be
who they were created to be.”

The Rev. Kathy Noble is editor of
Interpreter and Interpreter OnLine,
www.interpretermagazine.org. Vicki
Wallace, director of InfoServ, the church’s
information ministry and a part of United
Methodist Communications, contributed
extensively to this report.
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FOUR CONSTITUTIONAL
CHANGES NEED RATIFICATION
the General Conference and the annual
conferences.
Bishops and annual conference secretaries will receive voting materials in November, says the Rev. L. Fitzgerald Reist
III. He is outgoing secretary of the General
Conference. The Council of Bishops will
announce the results in late 2017 or early
2018.

GENERAL CONFERENCE 2016 APPROVED PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH. NOW
IT IS UP TO THE MEMBERS OF THE
ANNUAL CONFERENCES AROUND
THE WORLD TO DETERMINE IF
THEY WILL BE RATIFIED AND
BECOME CHURCH LAW.

INCLUSIVENESS OF GENDER, AGE

UMNS/KATHLEEN BARRY
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The proposed amendments address:
» Inclusiveness of gender and age;
» Election of General Conference and
jurisdictional or central conference
delegates;
» Election of central conference bishops;
and
» Accountability of bishops.
Two-thirds of the General Conference
members voting must first approve most
amendments to the church’s constitution.

Delegates Jean-Marie Nkonge (left) from South
Congo Conference and Henoc Mwenze from
the South-West Katanga Conference discuss
proposed legislation during General Conference.

Approved amendments then go to the
annual conferences where two-thirds of
the aggregate or total number of individual members casting ballots must vote
affirmatively to ratify them. Amendments
to the first and second Restrictive Rules
require a three-fourths majority in both

The proposed amendment of Article IV
(Division 1) adds gender and age to the list
of criteria for which a member may not be
denied access “to an equal place in the life,
worship, and governance of the Church”
and changes “status” to marital status.
The others are race, color, national origin,
ability and economic condition.
In its rationale for proposing the
amendment, the General Commission on
the Status and Role of Women said, “Adding ‘gender’ (meaning male and female)
to the Constitution affirms and protects
the UMC’s commitment to gender equity
throughout our worldwide connection.”
Amending the Constitution would still allow gender-specific groups such as United
Methodist Women and United Methodist
Men and ministries to serve specific age
groups.
NOMINATING DELEGATES

Annual conferences must receive open
nominations from the floor when electing delegates to General Conference and
jurisdictional or central conferences if
Paragraph 34—Article III is amended. The
proposed amendment also stipulates that
a simple majority of the ballots cast will
elect a delegate.
Current language about the voting says
only, “Delegates shall be elected in a fair
and open process by the annual conferences” (Para.13.2). Paul Clinton Law of
Congo, who proposed the amendment,
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says that wording “is unduly vague in some
cultures without a democratic tradition.”
ELECTING CENTRAL CONFERENCE BISHOPS

Amending Paragraph 46 will clarify
that the central conferences are to elect
bishops at a regular, not an extra session
of the central conference “except where
an unexpected vacancy must be filled.”
Adoption of the amendment proposed
by Lonnie D. Brooks, Anchorage, Alaska,
makes the type of conference session at
which bishops are elected the same across
the jurisdictional conferences in the United States and the central conferences in
Africa, Asia and Europe. The conferences
are to take place within the year succeeding the session of the General Conference.
Jurisdictional conferences will meet July
13-16. The central conferences are scheduled between August and early May 2017.
ACCOUNTABILITY OF BISHOPS

General Conference will be able to
allow the Council of Bishops to hold its
individual members accountable for their
work, if the proposed amendment to Paragraph 50 is adopted. The council would
be able to provide oversight of individual
members in their roles as general superintendents of the church and as presidents
and residents in episcopal areas.
Submitted by the Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference, the amendment
provides a legislative solution to a Judicial
Council ruling that it is presently unconstitutional for the council to hold individual bishops accountable
Compiled from information from United
Methodist News Service and InfoServ, the
information service of The United Methodist
Church. Both are ministries of United
Methodist Communications.

DELEGATES RECALL, LAMENT
SAND CREEK MASSACRE

BY SAM HODGES

The 1864 Sand Creek Massacre was
the subject, and speakers included a historian and descendants of the Cheyenne and
Arapaho Indian survivors of the attack.
Mountain Sky Area Bishop Elaine J.W.
Stanovsky had joined the descendants in
planning the event, the latest effort yet by
The United Methodist Church to atone for
the Sand Creek Massacre.
“We’re here to listen and to tell the
truth,” Stanovsky told delegates.
The visiting Native Americans — some
of them dressed in traditional clothing —
voiced appreciation.
“We now extend our hand in friendship
to the Methodist Church,” said William
Walks Along, a Northern Cheyenne descendent of massacre survivors. “We have
developed a measure of trust, respect and
honor for each other.”
SURPRISE ATTACK

The Sand Creek Massacre occurred
along the Big Sandy River of the Colorado
Territory, beginning early on the morning
of Nov. 29, 1864.
Col. John Milton Chivington, a Methodist Episcopal Church pastor who had
joined the Union Army, led a surprise
attack by 675 soldiers on a Cheyenne and
Arapaho encampment.
The attack turned into slaughter,
claiming about 200 Native American lives,
including women, children and the elderly.
Afterward, soldiers committed atrocities
on the dead.
Some of Chivington’s more junior officers refused to participate, and the attack
yielded condemnation and official investigations, as well as defense by newspapers

the massacre, his policies created the
and Colorado territory office-holders.
The United Methodist General Confer- conditions that made it possible, Roberts
maintains. And Evans, one of the founders
ence of 1996 apologized for the Methodist
of Northwestern University, never
involvement in the massacre, but erred in
accepted any responsibility.
some historical details and failed to show
Roberts also concluded that the Methproper respect to descendants of the surviodist Episcopal Church (a predecessor to
vors, said Stanovsky.
The United Methodist Church) “embraced
In 2012, General Conference delegates
the prevailing mind-set” of westward
engaged in an “Act of Repentance” worship service aimed at healing relationships expansion by white settlers and defended
Evans and Chivington after the massacre.
with indigenous people, and approved a
Roberts called his study of the Methpetition calling for full disclosure of the
odist involvement “sobering and chalMethodist role in the Sand Creek Massalenging.” He admonished the delegates:
cre.
“Listen, learn and do not forget.”
Stanovsky and Otto Braided Hair Jr., a
Delegates gave the historian a standNorthern Cheyenne descendant of surviing ovation and rose in recognition of the
vors of the massacre, co-chaired the panel
survivors of the descendants.
overseeing the 2016 remembrance.
The observance included the visitors’
A major step occurred in 2014, when
singing of a Native American chief’s song
Stanovsky led the Rocky Mountain Conference in a pilgrimage to
the Sand Creek Massacre
National Historic Site.
Historian Gary L. Roberts, a United Methodist
who has studied the Sand
Creek Massacre for decades,
addressed the conference.
He summarized a 173-page
report titled “Remembering
The Sand Creek Massacre:
A Historical Review of
Methodist Involvement,
Influence, and Response.”
The report, now in a
Allen Sutton (left) of the Southern Arapaho Tribe visits with
book from Abingdon Press, Oklahoma Bishop Robert E. Hayes Jr., during the report on the
Sand Creek Massacre.
concludes that Chivington
planned and carried out the
to remember and honor the chiefs present
massacre to further his career ambitions,
and those killed in the massacre. At the
and afterwards expressed no contrition,
end, Stanovsky and other bishops presentdespite condemnation by fellow officers
ed gifts to the Cheyenne and Arapaho.
and others.
It also offers detail on the role of
Sam Hodges is a United Methodist News
John Evans, a Methodist who served
Service writer living in Dallas.
as governor of the Colorado Territory.
While he was not directly involved in
UMNS/MIKE DUBOSE

GENERAL CONFERENCE
DELEGATES SET LEGISLATIVE
CONCERNS ASIDE BRIEFLY ON MAY
18 TO FOCUS ON A HISTORICAL
TRAGEDY WITH DEEP METHODIST
INVOLVEMENT.
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GENERAL CONFERENCE 2016
ORDERED TWO UNITED METHODIST
AGENCIES TO WITHDRAW FROM
THE RELIGIOUS COALITION
FOR REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE
(RCRC). THAT VOTE AND THE
ADOPTION OF TWO NEW SOCIAL
PRINCIPLES WERE AMONG THE
SOCIETAL ISSUES THE ASSEMBLY
ADDRESSED.
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RCRC is a coalition of religious organizations in the United States. It acknowledges, “The views of each denomination
or organization are their own and often
vary.” No church dollars directly fund the
coalition, Susan Burton, executive with
the General Board of Church and Society,
told the delegates.
Delegates voted 425-268 to direct
Church and Society and United Methodist
Women to withdraw from the organization. A petition deleting language supporting RCRC from The Book of Resolutions
also passed.
The United Methodist Church was a
founding member of RCRC in 1973. The
2004, 2008 and 2012 General Conferences debated staying in the organization,
because some church members disagree
with the coalition’s position on abortion.
The argument to stay and have “a voice at
the table” prevailed until this year.
Meeting in June, the New England,
New York, Oregon-Idaho and Pacific-Northwest annual conferences voted to
join RCRC and contribute to the organization. California-Nevada will join the
California branch and Rocky Mountain
affirmed its membership in the Colorado
branch.
NEW SOCIAL PRINCIPLES ADOPTED

Statements on pornography and bullying are now part of the Social Principles.
Both urge local churches to take action.
The use of pornography is “a form of

UMNS/KATHLEEN BARRRY

DELEGATES LEAVE COALITION,
ADOPT PRINCIPLES

Timothy Riss, delegate from the New York Conference, joins the debate at General Conference.

sexual misconduct,” says the statement.
“Any sexually explicit material that depicts
children is abhorrent and victimizes children. Pornography can ruin lives, careers,
and relationships.” It grieves “the pervasiveness of internet pornography, including among Christians, and especially its
impact on young people and marriages.”
The statement calls all churches to
update their child, youth, and adult protection policies. It encourages them to commit “to safe environments for everyone,
(to) strategize to eradicate pornography, to
support victims, and to provide open and
transparent conversation and education
around sexuality and sexual ethics” and
to “seek ways to offer support and care for
addressing issues of addiction.”
The church can play “a pivotal role”
in ending bullying, says another new
principle. Bullying, including cyber-bullying, is “a growing problem in parts of the
connection. It is a contributing factor in
suicide and in the violence we see in some
cultures today. We affirm the right of all
people regardless of gender, socio-economic status, race, religion, disability, age,
physical appearance, sexual orientation
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and gender identity to be free of unwanted
aggressive behavior and harmful control
tactics.”
The principle encourages “churches to
adopt a policy of zero tolerance for bullying, including cyber-bullying.”
NO FOSSIL FUELS SCREEN

General Conference 2016 did not add a
fossil fuels investment screen for the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits.
Barbara Boigegrain, Pension and
Health Benefits top executive, described
the climate change issue as “urgent” but
argued against a fossil fuels screen. “If we
divest with companies, The United Methodist Church loses a voice at the table,” she
said.
“It would greatly reduce our flexibility”
in trying to support energy companies
making positive change, she added.
The Rev. Jenny Phillips, coordinator
of Fossil Free UMC, told delegates that
adding the fossil fuels screen would be a
witness to countries that signed the Paris
Agreement on climate change and need
encouragement to follow through with
changes to clean energy.

“Their leaders need clear signals from
their constituents that people support a
rapid transition ... A major global denomination’s commitment to divestment would
provide such a signal,” Phillips said.
The pension board now has screens in
place to prevent investments in companies involved with private prisons, alcohol,
munitions, tobacco and pornography.

Delegates adopted a petition on behalf
of a Palestinian village, where United
Methodists support an Advance project
and community development site. Letters
are to be sent to President Barack Obama,
State Department officials in the United
States and Israel and the Israeli Civil
Authority to express “our concerns over
the confiscation of land and destruction
of life in the village.”

SUPPORT FOR VILLAGE, BUT NO DIVESTMENT

An amendment offered during debate
on socially responsible investing to divest
from illegal settlements on occupied
lands failed 559-167. Delegates did adopt a
petition on behalf of a Palestinian village,
Wadi Foquin.
Earlier during General Conference, the
Finance and Administration legislative
committee failed to support any petition
calling for divestment from companies
doing business in Israel.
Speaking for the amendment, Janice
Nelson, a delegate from Oregon-Idaho,
said staying at the table and pleading with
companies to be socially responsible is not
working.
“There are companies that are invested
in profiting from the occupation of Palestine that we have been talking to for many,
many years,” Nelson said. “I would not ask
us to divest from anybody until we had done
the shareholder advocacy. ... It’s time to say
that we do not profit from the occupation
of another people’s lands, which is exactly
what is going on. This is not anti-Israel; it’s
not anti-Jewish; it’s anti-occupation.”
The Rev. Alex Joyner, a reserve delegate from Virginia, said that divestment is
unfair to Israel as it targets one party as a
“bad actor” in the situation. “Divestment
is built on the notion that Israel alone is
responsible for the situation of the occupation, and that Israel, alone, can end it.”

NEW RESOLUTIONS

Among the new or amended statements to be included in The Book of
Resolutions 2016 are resolutions addressing white privilege, racism and economic
justice, immigration and global migration, global health and health care in the
United States. Also included will be a
statement strongly condemning the use
of Native American names of mascots by
athletic teams.

ONE
generous act of
hospitality
changed her
life forever.

Adapted from United Methodist News
Service stories, including articles by news
writers Kathy L. Gilbert and Sam Hodges
and by the Rev. Erik Alsgaard, editor of the
Baltimore-Washington Connection.
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and savings.
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In this personal story, Dee Dee
Risher weaves experiences from
her life with the biblical story
of the prophet Elisha and the
Shunammite woman. Risher is
captivated by how one act of
generosity changed the life of
this spiritually attuned, generous,
hospitable, honest, and bold woman.
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GOODBYE, HISTORICALLY LOW
BUDGET. HELLO, SLIGHT INCREASE.

54

General Conference delegates approved a general church budget of $604
million for 2017-2020.
That represents a slight rise over
the $603.1 million approved at the 2012
General Conference and an increase over
the $599 million budget proposed to the
2016 delegates. That budget proposal came
from the directors of the General Council
on Finance and Administration and the
Connectional Table.
Delegates added $5 million to the
proposed budget to double the Central
Conference Theological Education Fund,
which supports United Methodist schools,
pastors and pastors-in-training in Africa,
Asia and Europe.
The delegates also approved a formula
for a new source of giving: apportionments
from United Methodists in central conferences to both the Episcopal Fund, which
they have long supported, and the General
Administration Fund. The requested giving is $5.1 million.
General Conference establishes the
total amount of money needed to support
church wide ministries. That amount is
then apportioned mainly to conferences
in the United States, which in turn ask for
apportionments from local churches.
The final budget won approval by a
vote of 751 to 33. It allocates the following:
» World Service Fund: $310.7 million
» Ministerial Education Fund: $104.9
million
» Episcopal Fund: $92 million
» Black College Fund: $41.9 million
» General Administration Fund: $36.9
million
» Africa University: Nearly $9.4 million
» Interdenominational Cooperation
Fund: $8.2 million
Funds help with such denomination-wide endeavors as planting new

churches, providing
resources for evangelism, supporting
theological education,
advocating for church
social teachings,
engaging in international development
and cultivating new
mission fields.
IMPACT ON LOCAL
CHURCH OFFERING

UMNS/MAILE BRADFIELD

$604 MILLION GENERAL
CHURCH BUDGET PASSES

Moses Kumar, top executive of the General Council on Finance and Administration, presents the proposed budget to the 2016 General Conference.

United Methodists
in the U.S. will still
bear the lion’s share of general church
expenses.
The finance agency requests apportionments from each U.S. conference
based on a formula that includes its local
church expenditures, local church costs,
the economic strength of the conference
and a base percentage approved by General Conference.
Even with the slight budget increase,
U.S. local churches are unlikely to feel
much effect.
U.S. churches, on average, retain slightly more than 85 cents of every dollar they
collect in their offering plates.
Most of the giving outside the local
church goes to support jurisdictions, episcopal areas, annual conferences, districts and
direct-billed pension and health benefits.
The percentage of local church expenditures given to the general church
has gone down from about 2.27 percent
in 2002 to 2.14 percent in 2014. In other
words, about 2 cents of every dollar in
the offering plate goes toward the general
church budget.
Adapted from a story by Heather Hahn,
multimedia news reporter for United
Methodist News Service, a part of United
Methodist Communications.
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Green light for new
hymnal project
The United Methodist Church is on track to get
its first new hymnal since 1989, and this one
will be internet-cloud based and print-on-demand — the first high-tech hymnal for a mainline
denomination.
General Conference 2016 approved on May 17 a
petition authorizing the creation of a 15-member
Hymnal Revision Committee.
That was the big green light needed for the
United Methodist Publishing House and Discipleship Ministries to move forward with the new
collection. The two agencies share responsibility
for the hymnal.
“We pray that the contents of the hymnal will give
voice to a new generation of United Methodists as
we grow in our discipleship and live as bearers of
the gospel of Jesus Christ,” said the Rev. Jackson
Henry, Tennessee delegate and director of music
resources at Discipleship Ministries.
Because it will be cloud-based, the agencies
expect the new hymnal will be expandable and
will allow United Methodist churches to have
available many more contemporary worship songs
that have been vetted as consistent with Wesleyan theology.
The 2020 General Conference will need to
approve the Hymnal Advisory Committee’s recommendations, with release of the new hymnal
coming as early as 2021.

Sam Hodges, United Methodist News
Service writer

DELEGATES, ACTIONS
ILLUSTRATE ‘WORLDWIDE’
“BUY READING GLASSES” MAY BE
AMONG THE FIRST TO-DO ITEMS
FOR DELEGATES ELECTED TO GENERAL CONFERENCE 2020.

are overloaded,” said Rudolph Merab, a
delegate from Liberia.
Betty Katiyo, West Zimbabwe Conference, agreed, telling fellow delegates, “We
are all aware that the church is growing
in Africa, and we don’t want to stifle that
growth.”

WRITING NEW SOCIAL PRINCIPLES

UMNS/KATHLEEN BARRY

In addition to more than a thousand
petitions and the contents proposed for a
new hymnal, significantly revised sections
of the Book of Discipline and rewritten
Social Principles will be on their pre-GC
reading list. General Conference 2016
approved continuing both projects to
make them more applicable to a worldwide church. Those were among actions
that underscored The United Methodist
Church’s status as a global denomination
– illustrated as 360 of the 864 delegates
were from annual conferences in Africa,
Asia and Europe.
In addition to authorizing the Standing Committee on Central Conference
Matters (Stc-CCM) and the Standing
Committee on Faith and Order to continue
work on a general Book of Discipline, delegates approved the sample draft of several
chapters of Part VI and a plan for consultations in 2017 with annual conferences
on the proposed changes. General refers
to church entities that are worldwide in
nature.
Bishop Patrick Streiff, chair of the
central conference affairs committee, discussed the work with Interpreter in January. He said reworking entire sections of
the Discipline offers “a chance to do some
major shifts where it will raise awareness
of what it means to be a worldwide church,
where essentials are needed to connect us,
but not overregulations that bind us and
prevent mission.”
He further hopes the central conferences will not need to make as many
adaptations as they do with the present
volume, that the number of revisions
each General Conference makes will
be reduced and that the likelihood will
increase of the current editon being used
across the denomination.

The General Board of Church and Society will continue its work on worldwide
Social Principles to submit to the 2020
legislative assembly. Among the goals
are to make the collection of statements
on a wealth of social issues less United
States-centric. The process began with a
series of consultations in locations around
the world in 2014 and 2015.
NO NEW BISHOPS FOR AFRICA NOW

Africa will be getting five more United
Methodist bishops, but not before 2020.
The denomination’s rapid growth in some
parts of that continent has prompted a
widespread recognition that more bishops
are needed.
However, the delegates narrowly
defeated an effort to add two bishops in
the coming quadrennium in Nigeria and
Zimbabwe and approved the recommendation of the Stc-CCM to add five bishops
after General Conference 2020.
The Rev. Rodney Steele, a delegate
from Arkansas speaking for the committee, argued for adding the five bishops at
one time, under a comprehensive plan and
with funding in place, rather than adding
two now.
Other speakers said the need is too
pressing to wait.
“It’s a huge continent, and the bishops

NEW REGIONS CREATED

Delegates also approved petitions to
create the Southeast Asia and Mongolia
Provisional Central Conference with
ministries in Laos, Mongolia, Thailand
and Vietnam and a provisional annual
conference in Rwanda.
As Africa University approaches its
25th anniversary, delegates took a few
moments to celebrate. “The university
matters because a relevant and holistic education generates a living legacy
that changes everything,” said Munashe
Furusa, vice chancellor. “You and The
United Methodist Church have answered
a call to witness through this transforming
ministry.”
A small group of Lumads — indigenous
people of Southern Philippines who have
been the target of cruelty for decades —
attended General Conference and were
featured in a video about their plight.
Delegates also heard a presentation on
the Korean War and on efforts, including by United Methodists, to bring about
peace and reconciliation on the Korean
peninsula.
Adapted from United Methodist News
Service reports by Sam Hodges, UMNS news
writer, and Joey Butler, multi-media editor
for United Methodist Communications.

N. Oswald Tweh Sr. (center) of the Liberia Conference is the new president of the Judicial Council
– the first person from a central conference to hold that office. Members of the 2016-2020 Judicial
Council (pictured, from left) are the Rev. Dennis L. Blackwell, Greater New Jersey; Beth Capen, New
York; the Rev. J. Kabamba Kiboko, Southern Congo; Tweh; Ruben Reyes, Manila, Philippines; the Rev.
Øyvind Helliesen, Norway; and the Rev. Luan-Vu Tran of Lakewood, Calif. Not pictured are Deanell
Reese Tacha, Lawrence, Kansas, and Lídia Romão Gulele, Maputo, Mozambique.
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I Am United
Methodist
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hen the Rev.
Wendell E.
Williams
graduated from
high school in 1968, he also
“graduated” from the church
of his roots.
He walked away from organized religion and thought he
could live the Christian life in
his own strength without the
fellowship of other disciples.
“In 1977, having married
my high school sweetheart,
completed college, worked as
a high school teacher for five
years, become the father of
two beautiful daughters and
purchased our first home,”
he said, “I found myself a
very angry and disheartened
young man.”
The world, Williams
realized, was not filling the
spiritual hole in his heart. He
recommitted his life to Christ,
took Holy Communion for the
first time in nine years and
cried as he did so.
That led to what he called
“a long journey of healing
and spiritual growth.” Two
things helped reignite the call
to pastoral ministry he had experienced – and ignored – in
high school.
“The first was a very active
role in Volunteers in Mission,”
he said. Beginning in 1989, he
led work camps and became
involved at the conference
level. Then Williams became

involved with Promise Keepers. “God was using me in such
a way that the Spirit was able
to touch others’ hearts and
lives.”
In 1997, the pastor of
Melrose (Wisconsin) United Methodist Church asked
Williams if he had considered
pastoral ministry.
“It was as if bells and
whistles were going off,”
Williams said. “This is what
God had been preparing me
for. I began the inquiry process
and thought I would go the
licensed local pastor route.”
God had other plans. In March
1999, Williams attended a
Walk to Emmaus weekend as
a pilgrim.
“The Spirit laid on my heart
that I was to give up the security of my teaching position,
and I was to go to seminary so
I could be ordained an elder,”
he said. After attending the
University of Dubuque (Iowa)
Theological Seminary, he was
ordained as an elder in full
connection in 2005 and continued to serve in pastoral ministry until retiring from Mauston
United Methodist Church in
Wisconsin on June 30.
For more than 11 years,
his mission field was the local
church.
“I see The United Methodist Church reemphasizing
spiritual transformation and
social justice as vital compo-
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The Rev. Wendell E. Williams

“I am United Methodist” is a regular department of Interpreter
featuring stories of individual laity and clergy eager to claim
and share their United Methodist identity. To suggest a person
to feature, send an email to interpreter@umcom.org.

The Rev. Wendell and Susan Williams

nents of our denomination,”
he said. “We worship with our
heads, hearts and hands as we
live lives of piety and mercy.”
Williams was part of a
countywide group that formed
a nonprofit agency to support, educate and advocate
for individuals and families
in transition. He and his
wife, Susan, purchased and
rehabbed a home with the help
of more than 50 volunteers
and 850 hours of labor to use
as transitional housing for
homeless families.
“Deepening the waters of
faith” is important to Williams. “I remember a quote

from John Wesley – something
to the effect that the spiritual
river is a mile wide but only an
inch deep,” he said. “Shallow
rivers tend to meander all over
the place and cannot carry a
load effectively. A deep river
has power to cut through most
anything and can carry a
heavy load. We need to deepen
our faith in Jesus Christ as
well as continuing to be socially active.”
Barbara Dunlap-Berg served
as general church content editor
at United Methodist Communications. She is now retired and
living in Nashville, Tennessee.

Send suggestions for people with interesting stories and appreciation for The United
Methodist Church to interpreter@umcom.org.
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Getting wired for God

Technology

While the Rev. Richard
Burstall promotes the
availability of online giving
at Michelson Memorial
United Methodist Church,
receiving gifts in the traditional plates is still a part
of each service.

Online giving can increase
blessings – for givers and churches

WATCH
MISSIONARIES
TELL THEIR
STORIES

full participation in the life of
the church available to younger generations, they need to
move forward and open the
blessing of financial giving to
them by allowing electronic
giving. Churches offering
electronic giving – along
with the traditional cash and
checks – find that a growing
percentage of older members
are also choosing to handle
their financial obligations
electronically.
After some mission-focused
discussion, the people of
Michelson Memorial Church
decided to make it easy for all
generations to be faithful givers
in their church. They chose to
sign up with the service
recommended by the United
Methodist General Council on
Finance and Administration:
Vanco Payment Solutions.
Beyond the trust that
comes from knowing the
denomination’s finance agency
has vetted the company,
Vanco provides much more for
churches than a simple pay-

ment system. It offers downloadable resources (http://
bit.ly/vancoonlinegiving) to
help churches explore this
new territory before they ever
make formal contact with a
company representative.
From there, Vanco has
simple planning tools to help
guide churches toward implementation. Once the process
is complete, people are able
to give through a web browser, smart phone app or text
message.
The result for Michelson
Memorial? Many younger
individuals and families have
been able to become regular givers even when sports
tournaments keep them out
of church. At the same time,
nothing has changed for those
who prefer to put a check in an
offering envelope.
Finance leaders experience
some unexpected benefits.
When it comes time to count
the offering for online transactions, they don’t have to
assemble a team of volunteers.

UNITED METHODISTS are missional
people – individually and as they
support the work of missionaries
sent from everywhere to everywhere
by the General Board of Global
Ministries.

respond to natural
and civil disasters.
A new webpage,
“Beyond the Anchor
Cross,” www.umcmission.org/exploreour-work/missionaries-in-service/
beyond-the-anchor-cross/stories,
features videos of missionaries
telling their stories of faith and
service. The name for the series
comes from the anchor cross,
which is placed around the new
missionary’s neck as the person

Connecting the church in
mission, Global Ministries sends
missionaries, including young
adults, to collaborate and engage
with volunteers; evangelize and
plant churches through mission
initiatives; address diseases of
poverty and global health; and
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aking the transition to offering
online giving
is bigger than
acquiring the needed technology and simplifying giving
for some congregants. The
availability of online giving
provides a potentially significant way for increasing total
donations.
That is the argument the
Rev. Richard Burstall brought
to the finance team at Michelson Memorial United
Methodist Church in Grayling,
Michigan. “I’m in my 40s,
and I haven’t written a check
in I don’t know how long,” he
told them. Burstall explained
that the only place that not
carrying checks or cash was a
problem was when he wanted
to give in church.
This lack of diversity in
payment methods disproportionally affects younger
churchgoers who are more
prone not to use cash or
checks in their daily life. If
congregations want to make

JULY • AUGUST 2016

COURTESY PHOTO

They simply open the report
that came in their email and
input that information into
the church database. For some
churches, the cost of processing the offering decreases
with online giving. More and
more banks are charging
lower service fees for online
transactions than they do to
process checks.
Though the convenience
and saving money are nice
bonuses, the real benefit is
giving all of God’s people equal
access to the blessing of financial giving. As churches like
Michelson Memorial embrace
the missional growth possibilities in online giving, everyone can grow in discipleship
through faithful giving.
The Rev. Jeremy Steele is Next
Generation minister at Christ
United Methodist Church, Mobile,
Alabama. He is also an author,
blogger at jeremywords.com and a
frequent contributor to MyCom,
an e-newsletter published by United Methodist Communications.
is commissioned.
The anchor cross
is a symbol in early
Christian iconography that serves as
a reminder of being
firmly grounded in Christ while
engaging in God’s mission and
recalls the travels of early missionaries by boat.

Adapted from the General Board
of Global Ministries website,
www.umcmissions.org
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Why do we have prayers of
confession in worship?
Isn’t asking forgiveness just between me and God?

W

e can go to God in prayer at
any time to acknowledge
our failures and struggles,
and ask for God’s forgiveness. However, many United Methodists
find strength and support in confession to
one another as well as to God.
Sin is a persistent force in our lives.
The good news is that when we confess
our sin, God promises to forgive us (1
John 1:9).
While The United Methodist Church
does not consider confession a sacrament,
we know our need to confess our sin
before God and one another.
As they gather for worship, United
Methodists often offer a prayer of confession. Through spoken prayer and a time

of silent prayer, we confess our sinfulness
before God.
The confession should be followed by
a declaration of pardon. Confession and
pardon together remind us that we are
sinners saved by grace.
Many United Methodists who gather
in small groups find confessing their sin
to one another brings support and spiritual growth. People in our lives who pray
for us, cheer us on and ask how things are
going are a source of strength as we confront temptation. Many Christians find
strength in being accountable to their
vows to live as Christ would have us live.
John Wesley recommended that
Methodists meet weekly with approximately five people in a band, where they

would confess their sins to one another.
He said the bands followed the command
of God to “confess your faults one to
another, and pray one for another that ye
may be healed” (James 5:16).
In worship, small groups and anytime
we choose, United Methodists confess our
sins before God and one another. When
we do, God forgives us and we receive
strength to be, in the words of Wesley,
“more and more dead to sin, (and) more
and more alive to God” (from “The Scripture Way of Salvation”).
Excerpted from a feature by the Rev.
Joe Iovino of United Methodist
Communications, originally published
at UMC.org on Nov. 9, 2015.
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Provocatively Wesleyan

www.goodnewsmag.org
For nearly 50 years, Good News has been centered on Jesus Christ, guided
by the Scriptures, and committed to renewing The United Methodist Church.
Good News is an independent voice with steadfast values in challenging times.
Follow us on:

Ask for your complimentary copy today at
800.487.7784 or info@goodnewsmag.org.

Avoid being pulled into
the orbit of materialism!
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Stuff. And more stuff. And even more
stuff. The next thing you know, we’re
pulled into the orbit of materialism! In
Defying Gravity, Tom Berlin takes a look
at the difference between “want” and
“need” and illustrates how possessions
can create an unbearable weight on
our lives. He shows us how too much
stuff affects our ability to serve and
thrive, and then he helps us explore
what is required to sustain a vibrant life.

Perfect for a four-week stewardship
campaign and small-group study,
Defying Gravity features the book, a
Leader Guide with multiple format
options; a DVD with videos for
pastor mentoring and worship; a
Program Flash Drive or download with
campaign guide, handouts,
and tools; and a Pastor Guide, A
Generous Church.

Break free from the culture of “more”
and help your congregation become,
instead, a church of generosity.
Study Components
• Book
• Leader Guide
• DVD
• Program Flash Drive
• Pastor Guide
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it’s all about time
A TIME & A SEASON FOR EVERY PURPOSE IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
The Official United Methodist 2017 Program Calendar is here!
We value your time. That is why we offer 8

individuals or with teams—we provide calendars in

different calendar products . . . because your time

a variety of formats.

is important. This valuable time-management and

Speaking of time, we have time-saving

organizational tool provides vital resources and

options for ordering online. Go to

information relevant to you and to

shop.umc.org/calendars and let the

the church — every “special” Sunday,

Official United Methodist 2017 Program

holy observance, Liturgical colors,

Calendar help you study, plan and organize.

the revised Common Lectionary
and more — in one convenient
package. And because you serve your
community— planning alone, with

After all, isn’t it about time?

COMMUNICATIONS
United Methodist Communications
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

EXCLUSIVELY FOR INTERPRETER
DIGITAL READERS, access to the

2016 State of the Church Report and the July-August
issue of New World Outlook. CLICK ON THE COVER TO READ THE
REPORT OR NEW WORLD OUTLOOK.

Celebrate as you read how United Methodists
are “Connecting in Faith” with people from
Cuba to Angola to Palestine to Hong Kong –
and hundreds of places in between.

FUTURE-FOCUSED
MISSION DRIVEN New World Outlook
TOGETHER IN MISSION FOR SAKE OF THE WORLD

THE MISSION MAGAZINE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH • JULY/AUGUST 2016

Review quickly the work of United Methodists
in the Four Areas of Focus and the Vital
Congregations initiative during the 2013-16
quadrennium, goals for 2017-20 and new
statistics on membership and giving.

CONNECTING

Stock #GM540066

in

FAITH

