United Methodists Living T heir Faith
J A N U A R Y/ F E B R U A R Y

2 0 1 6

S TAT E o f

PRAYER SURROUNDING
GENERAL CONFERENCE 2016
A MINISTRY OF United Methodist Communications

WHICH CAME FIRST:
WAYS: YOUR HOPES FOR
EASTER OR THE EGGS? THE CHURCH IN 2016

Join

ADAM HAMILTON

this Lent and Easter in exploring
the major themes of the Gospel of John
The Gospel of John is the most deeply spiritual of
the four gospels. It includes some of the loftiest
and most loved verses in all the Bible: “And
the Word became ﬂesh...,” “or God so loved the
world...,” “You who are without sin cast the ﬁrst
stone...,” “I am the resurrection and the life...,”
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” The
writing is ﬁlled with rich images and profound
truths, but John notes that his aim in writing the
gospel is that his readers will not only believe in
Jesus Christ, but that they “may have life in his
name.” Each chapter concludes with a segment of
the gospel of John from the CEB translation.
Resources Include:
• Participant Book
• Leader Guide
• DVD

• Youth Study
• Children’s Study
• 40 Day Devotional

Learn more at

AdamHamilton.org

Adam Hamilton is senior pastor of the United Methodist
Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas, named by
The Church Report as the most influential mainline church
in America. Hamilton is the best-selling author of The Call,
Revival, The Way, 24 Hours That Changed the World, The
Journey, When Christians Get It Wrong and Seeing Gray in
a World of Black and White.

Cokesbury.com | 800.672.1789

Contents
JANUARY FEBRUARY

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

S TAT E o f
the CHU RCH
19
21
22
23
26

First, let me apologize for the late arrival of this issue
of Interpreter. A series of events compounded to delay the
production. We expect to be back on schedule soon. Look for
delivery of your March-April issue in mid-April and your MayJune issue in mid- to late May. As possible, we have adjusted
the content to be in sync with the delivery schedule.
In the meantime, please join all who contribute in
celebrating Interpreter’s most recent awards.
In January, the United Methodist Association of
Communicators awarded Interpreter the Robert F. Storey
Award of Excellence for Publications and first place in the
magazine category. This award belongs to all who contribute
to Interpreter as writers, photographers, designers, ad sales
people and marketers – and to our subscribers. Interpreter
was also honored for the March-April 2015 issue on the Bible.
Other United Methodist Communications colleagues honored
for work appearing in the magazine included Kathleen Barry
for her July-August 2015 cover photo; Crystal Caviness,
“Imagine No Malaria: It’s about more than a mosquito bite”
(March-April); and colleagues from several teams for a
75th anniversary insert in the September-October 2015
issue.
As Interpreter continues the 60-year legacy of publications for United Methodists, we pledge to continue
to provide a magazine that will support your ministry in
your congregation and you on your faith journey.
Blessings,
Kathy Noble
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Correction: On page 38 of the September/October issue, Jose Albarran of
Nuevo Nacimento United Methodist
Church in the Eastern Pennsylvania
Conference was incorrectly identified as
the Rev. Maxine “Max” Joeun, recipient
of the Harry Denman Evangelism
Award for Clergy. Albarran received the
2015 “One Matters” Award in Eastern
Pennsylvania. Interpreter apologizes
for the error.
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First Thoughts
Dan Krause

A momentous year has begun

2016
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marks a
quadrennial year
in the Gregorian calendar,
better known as the Western
calendar and best known as
the calendar you and I use
each day, year in and year out.
Good things seem to happen every four years. We have
the Olympics, the presidential
election in the United States,
the awarding of the Caccioppoli Prize to a renowned
Italian mathematician, the
International Tchaikovsky
Competition for classical music in Moscow and the General
Conference of The United
Methodist Church.
Indeed, 2016 is set to be a
busy year!
Welcome to my inaugural
Publisher’s Column. When
I took the helm of United
Methodist Communications
last year, I knew it would be
a blessing to spend each day
telling the story of God’s work
through The United Methodist Church. What a blessing
to call this my job. The past
months have been filled with
much listening, from church
leaders to seekers to members, to learn how we can best
serve you and your needs. So
whether you are a member at
a thriving church, a leader at a
church that needs bolstering
right now or someone seeking
answers to your questions
about faith, all of us at United

Methodist Communications
are dedicated to supporting
you with various communications tools.
I am honored to kick off
my role as Interpreter publisher at the same time this
official publication of The
United Methodist Church and
ministry of United Methodist
Communications marks its
60th year. While the magazine
has had a number of titles and
styles through the years, it has
remained a vital and relevant
communication tool for the
local church. We are proud
that Interpreter has evolved
and transformed through the
decades and now is published
in print form, digital form and
on the website. We thank the
existing and former Interpreter staffs for their hard work
and dedication in producing
one of United Methodist Communications’ most popular
resources. We’re excited about
what will occur in the next 60
years for Interpreter!
Speaking of firsts for me, I
am particularly excited about
attending my first General
Conference as general secretary when the denomination’s
top legislative body meets May
10-20 in Portland, Oregon.
Nearly 900 delegates representing United Methodists
across the globe will gather
at General Conference 2016
to pray, discern, worship and
make decisions for the future
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of The United Methodist
Church. It’s a time filled with
hope and expectation as we
work to advance our mission
of making disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation
of the world.
You can learn more about
General Conference inside
this issue, including historical information, logistics
for those attending and
interesting tidbits about what
will be new at the upcoming
General Conference. We hope
the articles will further your
understanding of why The
United Methodist Church gets
together once every four years
for this important event.
With all roads seemingly
leading to Portland in the
coming weeks for discussion
of our denomination’s future,
in this issue, we’ll take a look
back with the State of the
Church Report. You’ll find statistics on membership, giving
and progress toward goals set
at General Conference 2012.
There are articles about the
Four Areas of Focus and how
local churches are supporting
those churchwide initiatives.
You’ll also find reports on
emerging directions for the
2017-20 quadrennium.
With some surveys
reporting declines in church
membership and engagement,
it is important to remember
that the church is still growing
in many parts of the world, es-

United Methodist Interpreter

pecially in some of our Central
Conference regions. In fact,
when we meet in Portland,
approximately 40 percent of
our delegates will come from
Central Conference churches,
an indication of the global
reach of The United Methodist Church.
Woven between these
major features are the usual
columns and departments,
including “IdeaMart,” “To
Be United Methodist,” “‘We
Asked...,’ ‘You Said...’” and
“It Worked for Us.” We hope
you enjoy the articles inside
and find the information
useful for your local church
and ministries. Please feel
free to offer any comments
or feedback by emailing the
Interpreter editor, Kathy
Noble, at knoble@umcom.org.
On behalf of all of us at
United Methodist Communications, best wishes for a great
year! May God’s peace and
blessing be with you throughout 2016.
Dan Krause is publisher
of Interpreter and general
secretary of United Methodist
Communications in Nashville,
Tennessee.

Interpreter welcomes Letters to the Editor. Letters should be limited to 150 words
and include the writer’s name, local church, city and state. Letters may be edited for
length and clarity. Send letters to interpreter@umcom.org or Interpreter, P. O.Box 320,
Nashville, TN 37202-0320.

CALL not enough
The biggest problem with relying
on “the call” is right on the front of
your mag (Nov/Dec 2015). Relying on
CALL sets up the individual as “special”
– God’s beloved – God’s chosen. Did
anyone notice how well the supposed
“chosen people” did? Reread the
Hebrew Bible like you were reading a
performance evaluation of a current
subordinate or a potential new hire.
Would you seriously recruit any of them?
Yeah, but God did! You missed a big point
of the saga.
Having washed out of the ordination
process 20 years ago, I’m now a wealth
manager of a multimillion dollar
portfolio. I look for long-term, reasonable
return on investment.
Presuming that The UMC has relied
on the extremely flawed CALL method
of recruiting leaders: What is the longterm performance of the organization’s
CALLED leadership? What about

A Forum for Readers

Reflections

seeking people who are highly effective,
productive leaders?
Richard Hicks, St Luke’s
UMC, Oklahoma City

What support for LGBT members?
I recently received the (Nov/Dec)
issue of Interpreter. It has several
interesting articles concerning a person’s
call to ministry including the supportive
services the Board of Higher Education
and Ministry makes available to them:
discernment groups, mentors, etc. My
question is what specific supportive
services do we provide our LGBT United
Methodist sisters and brothers who feel
a call from God to ministry? Considering
our denomination’s stance toward LGBT
people, do we expect them to go through
their entire ordination process “in the
closet,” forget their call or find another
denomination to pursue their call?
Rev. Dave Hollingsworth, retired,
Winter Park, Florida

Always left out
“Discerning God’s Call” (Nov/Dec)
needs an asterisk (*) to warn that nothing
in it is true for lesbian or gay United
Methodists. As you know, many have been
discarded from The UMC because we are
not only lesbian or gay, but also confident
in our call to ordained ministry.
As a child I learned that the church is
not a building, but the people. Yes. We are
children of God, baptized and confirmed,
faithful and called. Yet, our “church”
seeks to silence, hide and shame us. Even
so, some of us stay. . . hoping to bring hope
and healing to the Body of Christ.
(1 Corinthians 12:12-26)
Love Prevails highlighted the hypocrisy
of this issue, but LGBTQ people are left
out of every theme – “Evangelism,” “Youth
Ministry,” “Congregational Care”... thus
you role model harmful, limited grace.
Let us in! We are a people who care
about all of these.
Sue Laurie, M.Div., Love Prevails

A Columbarium in the life of the Church
preserves a tradition of remembrance.

GO SOMEWHERE...

An Armento Columbarium is an affordable alternative that preserves
cherished memories & delivers a message of comfort in the knowledge that those
that have touched our lives will always remain in the company of family & friends.

SEND FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION KIT & DVD

COLUMBARIUMS
BLENDING ARTISTRY & CRAFTSMANSHIP SINCE 1946

1011Military Road, P.O. Box 39, Buffalo, NY 14217; Toll Free 1-866-276-3686, e-mail: info@armento.net
Visit us at www.Armento-Columbarium.com
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It Worked for Us
Homemade beds for
children in need

A

AT A GLANCE

Volunteers of all ages worked side-by-side during
Build-A-Bed day at Central United Methodist
Church in Florence, South Carolina.

Justice learned that Harrison United
Methodist Church in Pineville, North
Carolina, had also been engaged in a beds
ministry for two years. He visited the
church and, under the direction of Bob
Gourlay, Harrison’s beds ministry leader,
learned about bed making.
Justice, an attorney by profession,
was ready to begin the ministry at
Central. His clients overwhelmed
him as they donated lumber. On Oct.
24, 2015, Justice and other church
volunteers formed an assembly line
and built 27 wooden bed frames.
Central Church bought Tempur-Pedic®
mattresses for a reasonable price, and
the beds were ready for schoolchildren

in the Florence school district.
The team packed the beds in November. Some families came to pick up
the beds, and the rest were delivered to
homes. Project supporters had asked the
children receiving beds to name their
favorite superheroes. Each child was delighted to find the bed frame and mattress
accompanied by superhero sheets and
pillowcases.
“Faith and church involvement is
important to me,” Justice said. “God has
plans and sends you to do them.”
Justice and the Central beds ministry
team plan to make more beds for children
in need. “I would like to make 35 beds
next time,” he said.

Central United Methodist Church | Mailing Address: P. O. Box 87, Florence, SC 29503-0087 | 843-662-3218 | info@centralmethodist.net |
www.centralmethodist.net | Senior pastor: Rev. William F. Malambri III | Average Attendance: 578 | South Carolina Conference

Festival of MinisTrees brings awareness

W

hen Jennifer Plyburn
learned that Anna, a young
church member, had developed a neuromuscular
condition, she wanted to bring awareness
of this disorder to the community.
Plyburn, a member of South
Parkersburg United Methodist Church
in West Virginia, came up with the idea
of decorating tabletop Christmas trees
to bring attention to Anna’s condition –
ataxia. “It was just one of my creative
visions,” she said.
The vision developed into 12 small
trees decorated with ornaments,
brochures, pictures and mementoes.
Some focused on an illness, such as
diabetes, apraxia or multiple sclerosis,
AT A GLANCE

that challenges children in the church.
Others highlighted church outreach
ministries, such as the backpack ministry
that provides food for children who
otherwise would be hungry over the
weekend.
As people walked into the fellowship
hall during the Advent and Christmas
seasons, many stopped to visit the
“Festival of MinisTrees,” says the Rev.
Jim Plyburn, Jennifer Plyburn’s husband.
Anna’s tree was purple with purple
lights and ornaments. The youth who
decorated it raised $1,200 toward
research about the disease. Now a high
school graduate, Anna still struggles with
the ataxia, as no treatment for it exists.
Decorating the Christmas tree is one

way the Plyburns and
congregants brought
awareness of the
need for further
research.
“We want to
take our blessings
and bless others
with it,” said Jim
Plyburn. “We are
excited about doing
this again in 2016,
and we, as a church,
are in this ministry
together.”

COURTESY SOUTH PARKERSBURG UMC

8

s Art Justice was grateful that
he slept in a comfortable bed, he
wondered how many children
did not have the same luxury. He
tossed and turned in bed many nights. He
knew God was trying to get his attention.
“God would not let me put it down,” he
said. Justice could not forget the thought
of building wooden bed frames for families
who needed them. The idea came to him
and other members of Central United
Methodist Church in Florence, South
Carolina, when they read about the beds
ministry of United Methodist Church of
the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas. The
Rev. Adam Hamilton, lead pastor, described
it in his book Words from the Cross.

COURTESY ART JUSTICE

Success Stories From Local Churches

This tree highlights
“Backpack Blessings,” which provides
backpacks, school
supplies and sacks
of food each weekend throughout the
school year.

South Parkersburg United Methodist Church | 1813 Rayon Drive, Parkersburg, WV 26101 | 304-428-1195 | spumc@frontier.com |
www.southparkersburgumc.org | Rev. Jim Plyburn | Average Attendance: 231 | West Virginia Conference
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“Who Do You Say I Am?”

Regular Print $9.99
978-0-8358-1338-9

Enlarged Print $9.99
978-0-8358-1555-0

An easy-to-use 7-week series to help find
the answer to the most essential question in
the Christian faith: “Who do you say I am?

DVD $39.99
978-0-8358-1362-4
FREE

ONLINE

CHILDREN’S SESSION GUIDE

The

G OD
We Can Know

Exploring the “I Am” Sayings of Jesus

Designed for individual or churchwide use:
• FREE Online group guides for children, youth, and adults
• Regular and enlarged QSJOU participant’s book

• FREE Online sermon guides and worship media
• FREE Online promotion tools for church and community
• eCourse study BWBJMBCMFBUF-FBSOJOH6QQFS3PPNPSHDPVSTFT
HPEXFDBOLOPX

Rob Fuquay

FREE

ONLINE

YOU T H GROU P GUI D E

OD
GGOD
T he

W e C an Kno w

Exploring the Ò I AmÓ Sayings of Jesus

TheGodWeCanKnow.com
United Methodist Interpreter

Rob Fuquay
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it worked for us

Success Stories From Local Churches

Freedom Party fights
human trafficking

W

hen the youth group at
First United Methodist
Church in Noblesville,
Indiana, learned the
statistics about human trafficking in the
United States and other countries, they
were astounded. They decided to get their
church involved in fighting trafficking.
In February 2015, they offered
presentations on human trafficking for
church members and the community. On
Dec. 6, a new outreach emerged for the
church as the United Methodist Women
Esther Circle and the youth hosted
AT A GLANCE

women and children benefit.
The free event also featured two
15-minute presentations to educate
attendees about how human trafficking
affects people around the world.
The youth modeled the clothing and
accessories in a fashion show. The
refreshments featured cookies made with
fair-trade chocolate.
The UMW and youth plan to host
Freedom Party again in 2016. “We want
to help those who can’t help themselves,”
she said.

First United Methodist Church | 2051 Monument St., Noblesville, IN, 46060 | 317-773-2500 | tboyum@noblesvillefirst.com |
www.noblesvillefirst.com | Lead pastor: Rev. Jerry Rairdon | Average Attendance: 621 | Indiana Conference

Bible readings around the clock

T

he cold weather of November
2015 did not stop 70 people from
going in and out of Hilltop United
Methodist Church in Pittsburgh
to read the Bible aloud. At one time, several readers belted out different Scriptures
simultaneously in order to finish reading
the entire Bible in one week.
The mission was to read the whole
Bible before the grand opening of new
worship space in the church that was
damaged by fire in 2014. The marathon
Bible reading from Genesis to Revelation
took 76 hours to finish.
The Rev. Matthew Price, Hilltop’s associate pastor, thought it would be a good
idea to bless the space with public Bible
reading. “This created anticipation for the
grand opening,” he said. “I was impressed
that people signed up to do all the (150)
readings.” The readers were members of
Hilltop and its partner churches and other people who live in the community
AT A GLANCE

COURTESY MATTHEW PRICE
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Freedom Party for the community.
People attending the event could
purchase jewelry, purses, mittens,
scarves, bags and food items made by
survivors of human trafficking. “Women
and children are the primary victims,
and that’s why UMW got involved,”
said Brooke Crum, chair of the Esther
Circle. “A lot of people are forced to sell
children because they don’t have money,
but (this type of event) gives them an
opportunity to make and sell their items.”
Crum said sales proceeds go back to the
organizations that sell them, and the

“It Worked for Us” is written by Christine
Kumar, freelance writer and administrator, Baltimore Metropolitan District,
Baltimore-Washington Conference. Send
story ideas to interpreter@umcom.org.
Find more “It Worked for Us” at Interpreter OnLine, www.interpretermagazine.org.

Jessica Price holds her daughter, Naomi, as she
reads one of the final passages from Revelation from the pulpit of Hilltop United Methodist
Church.

The week before the Nov. 22 grand
opening, Bible reading from the pulpit
ran from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. weekdays and
ended at 9 p.m. during the weekend. “I

got an email from a lady who said that
even though she couldn’t pronounce the
names, she enjoyed reading the Bible out
loud,” said Price. The Hilltop congregation read Genesis 1 together before the
individual readings began and on grand
opening day, they read Revelation 22.
The church’s roof caught on fire on
Aug. 28, 2014, as workers were resealing a
part of it. For one year, while repairs were
being made, the congregation worshipped
at the community center in an assistedliving facility. The Rev. Sue Hutchins,
senior pastor, is grateful for the support
the church received after the fire. She
said people from partner churches held
fundraisers and offered gifts to support
Hilltop’s $1.5 million renovation project.
Hutchins said the spirit behind the
support got the Hilltop congregation
through the challenges of rebuilding. She
believes God is bigger than any fire.

Hilltop United Methodist Church | 631 E. Warrington Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15210 | 412-481-5484 | srh.walker@verizon.net |
Senior pastor: Rev. Susan Hutchins | Average Attendance: 35 | Western Pennsylvania Conference
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Be hope
Be UMCOR

BEING WITH THOSE
IN TIMES OF CRISIS
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The generous donations to
One Great Hour of Sharing
ensure that 100 percent
of gifts made to a specific
project go directly to
that project.

Photo: Mike DuBose

Photo: Gil Hanke

One great way to celebrate the
United Methodist Committee
on Relief (UMCOR) is to ensure
its future through One Great Hour
of Sharing. Donations made to
One Great Hour of Sharing help
cover UMCOR’s administrative
costs. They keep our doors open
so that the church may continue
to be with those in times of crisis.
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“

Thanks to the faithful support of
United Methodists, we can be proactive
in addressing global health, help vulnerable
communities prepare for and respond to
disasters, and transform and strengthen
people and communities.

”

Photo: Mike DuBose

Photo: Melissa Hinen

Photo: Courtesy of Francesco Paganini

– The Rev. Denise Honeycutt, deputy general secretary, UMCOR

Photo: ANERA

Support UMCOR with your generous gift today!
www.umcgiving.org/oghs
www.umcor.org
www.umcmission.org

Cover Photo: Francesco Paganini

Ideamart
AIDS seminar set in May

A
“

IDS is Not Over! ...
Global Issues and
the Church” will
be the theme of a
one-day seminar on May 9 in
Portland, Oregon. Rose City
United Methodist Church will
be the site of the 8:45 a.m.-4
p.m. event sponsored by the
United Methodist Global
AIDS Fund.
Scheduled on the day prior
to the opening of General Conference 2016, the seminar will
feature presentations by:
» Thomas Kemper, general

»

»

»

»

secretary, General Board of
Global Ministries
Dr. Nancy Haigwood, director and senior scientist,
Oregon National Primate
Research Center, Oregon
Health and Science University
The Rev. Neki A. Soriano,
conference health minister,
Visayas Philippines Annual
Conference
The Rev. Marc Baliyanga,
Kilgali district superintendent, Rwanda
The Rev. Don Messer,

co-chair of the United
Methodist Global AIDS
Fund and director of the
Center for the Church and
Global AIDS.
Registration deadline is
May 2. There is no fee, but
an offering will be received
during the event. Register
online.
The Global AIDS Fund
will also sponsor a vigil during
General Conference honoring those who have died of
AIDS. The date is yet to be
announced. Send names and

UMNS/KATHLEEN BARRY

Inspiration & Resources

Participants pray during the HIV/
AIDS seminar that preceded the
opening of General Conference 2012
in Tampa, Florida. A similar event on
May 9 willl precede General Conference 2016 in Portland, Oregon.

countries of those who have
died from AIDS to Linda Bales
Todd, joylab47@yahoo.com.
United Methodist Global AIDS
Fund

Global Mission Fellows General Conference:
applications due
There’s a redesigned app

M

arch 31 is the
deadline for young
adults in the United States to apply
to be part of the next class of
Global Mission Fellows. Part of
the Generation Transformation
initiative of the General Board
of Global Ministries, the mission service opportunity allows
20-30-year-olds to serve for two
years in a social justice-related
ministry.
Global Mission Fellows
must have a bachelor’s degree
or equivalent life experience,
commit to two years of service,
serve “with” and not “to” or “for”
others and be called to address
roots of injustice. Those selected are required to raise $6,000.
During their 24 months of
service, the Fellows have two

months of training and transition, 20 months of international service and two months of
an optional integration. Those
selected receive a monthly
stipend, housing and utilities,
local transportation, relocation costs, funds to itinerate at
churches and an End of Service
Award. Fellows who enroll in
seminary after their service
may be eligible for some scholarships and fee waivers.
To learn more, contact
gmfellows@umcmission.org
or mayams@umcmission.org
or visit www.umcmission.org/
gmfellows.

A

redesigned
2016 General
Conference app is
now available. A
helpful way to stay connected
and learn more about all
aspects of the conference,
the app will feature news,
photos and social media feeds,
video and audio archives, as

Joy Eva A. Bohol, Mission
Advocate, Young Adult Mission
Service, General Board of Global
Ministries

United Methodist Interpreter

JANUARY • FEBRUARY 2016

well as petition tracking and
live streaming of worship
services and plenary sessions
during the May 10-20 event in
Portland, Oregon. The app is
free to download. Search for
“United Methodist General
Conference” in Apple App or
Google Play store.
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nited Methodist
pastors and church
leaders match or
exceed the average
technology adoption rates in
the United States, according
to new research from United
Methodist Communications.
“The purpose of the ‘United Methodist Emerging Technology Survey’ was to assess
penetration of new types of
digital communication within
the church to aid agency
communications and messaging,” said Dan Krause, general
secretary of United Methodist
Communications. Krause
said the study also helps the
agency determine interest in
training on these new technological opportunities.
Pastors and leaders match
or exceed adoption rates
on eight of the 15 emerging
technology categories tested.
Among those were people
viewing videos on YouTube
or a similar site, accessing
the Internet on their mobile
phones, using mobile apps,
accessing podcasts, using
LinkedIn, uploading videos to
YouTube, using Pinterest and
using Twitter.
Compared to Pew Research’s 2015 national average
of 68 percent, 91 percent of
pastors and 79 percent of
church leaders have smartphones; 66 percent of pastors
use those mobile phones to
take most of their photos
and videos; and 57 percent
say they actually feel lost
without their cellphones.
Digital media associated with mobile phones,
such as texting and the use of

apps and Internet via cellphones, continues to increase.
Similarly, pastors report a
high usage and little growth
for Facebook and YouTube.
However, Twitter growth has
stalled at a relatively low level.
Pinterest and Instagram continue to experience growth.
Key findings from the
survey include:
» While pastors’ attitudes
toward technology remain
strongly positive, there
have been slight increases
in the number of people
who say technology is
often overrated. There has
also been a slight decrease
in pastors saying they
like to learn how to use
technology. Pastors report
more positive attitudes
toward smartphones and
texting. Attitudes are still
less favorable toward new
technology among older age
groups.

» Pastors and lay leaders are
willing to accept mobile
messages from their local
church, but are less interested in receiving messages
from annual conferences
and United Methodist
agencies.
» Pastors are more likely
than lay leaders to open
newsletters and email
through mobile devices.
» Compared to 2013, congregational use of digital communications has become
more universal: 79 percent
have Facebook pages, 49
percent have mobile-enabled websites, 48 percent
use text messaging, 40
percent use YouTube and
30 percent use Twitter.
» Approximately 30 percent
of churches can receive
electronic donations.
» 71 percent of pastors said
their church uses computer
projection equipment.
The study was conducted
in September and October
2015 among a sample
of 875 pastors and
leaders.
Office of Public
Information,
United Methodist Communications

PAUL JEFFREY

UMC pastors, leaders
ahead of the tech game
Volunteers in Moore, Oklahoma,
unload disaster relief supplies sent
to them from the UMCOR Sager
Brown Depot in Baldwin, Louisiana.
This year, the depot will have several
weeks exclusively for young adult
volunteers.

UMCOR
Sager Brown
sets young
adult weeks

S

ix weeks in 2016
have been designated for young adult
volunteers only to
serve at the United Methodist
Committee on Relief’s Sager
Brown Depot in Baldwin,
Louisiana. The weeks when
volunteers will be limited to
young adults – including traditional college-age students
– are March 20, June 19, June
26, July 17, July 24 and Dec. 11
(college age only).
Each year, more than
2,000 volunteers prepare
supplies valued at about $4
million for shipment from the
headquarters for UMCOR’s
relief-supply operations. Volunteers also help Sager Brown
reach out to its local neighbors
through food distribution
and housing rehabilitation
projects.
Learn more by contacting
UMCOR Sager Brown at volunteers@sagerbrown.org or
by calling 800-814-8765.
UMCOR, General Board of
Global Ministries
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Readers respond

WE ASKED

Several weeks prior to finishing each issue of Interpreter, we send a question to all
readers for whom we have email addresses, asking them to respond with a short
answer of 50-75 words. A select few are here. Find many more at Interpreter OnLine,
www.interpretermagazine.org. We hope you will join the conversation.

What is your hope
for The United
Methodist Church
in 2016?

YOU SAID ...

R

egardless of GC 2016 decisions, we
must remain united and respectfully
Christian to each other’s doctrinal and
scriptural understanding as a people
called United Methodist.
The Rev. Frank Alegria, First UMC,
Duncanville, Texas

I

pray that our church, The United
Methodist Church, will follow Jesus’
example by welcoming all who enter his
church, treating all with respect, love and
dignity. I pray that we become an all-inclusive church just as Jesus taught us to
be.
Mary Behrendt, Lynnewood UMC,
Pleasanton, California

T

hat we as followers of Christ will
share our stories more and our
emotions so others will see Christ more
clearly and realize he is with us. I think
too many think of him as far away and untouchable. Stories help others to see. Isn’t
that the way the first church grew and
expanded? It is hard to dispel a life that
has experienced what they tell about.
Judith Cheek, Christ UMC, Sciotoville, Ohio

M

y hope is that we will set aside all
personal and self-centered plans
that detract us from being messengers of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I pray that we
will return once again to being the body of
Christ, which calls us to die to self, to live
in Christ and Christ in us.
Rev. Kevin Deckard, Polk Street UMC,
Amarillo, Texas
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Publish Your Cookbook

I

hope that The UMC will be able to
make some breakthrough progress on
issues that divide us and be able to adjust
our structure to a level commensurate
with what a connected network of vital
congregations can support, in a way that
was beyond the reach of General Conference in 2012.
Lonnie D. Brooks, East Anchorage UMC,
Anchorage, Alaska

T

o grow as a church and to adapt as a
congregation in a way that attracts
those in their 20s and 30s to the church
Travis Bulluck, Park UMC, Pulaski,
New York

M

Raise $500 to $50,000 with our Sales Guarantee

Promote your organization • Preserve family and church heirlooms
•
•
•
•

Many Free options to customize your cookbook!
Over 140 cover designs with matching divider sets, or create your own
Type your own recipes and save 25¢ a book or we will type them for you
No money down 67 days to pay for qualifying groups

You collect the recipes...Fundcraft will do the rest

y hope and prayer is that The
United Methodist Church obeys the
Bible, not the opinion of many.
Chuck Buss, Oxford (Kansas) UMC

Get your FREE cookbook creation kit
today at 1-800-853-1363 ext 211
or at fundcraft.com
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we asked... you said...

M

y first prayer and hope for 2016 is
that The United Methodist Church
ACT in LOVE and abolish the disciplinary language that holds the LGBTQ
community apart from full inclusion in
the life of the church as members and as
clergy. My second prayer and hope is that
we as United Methodists never again step
in to judge who is worthy of the fullness of
God’s love.
Robin Foster, Red Bank UMC, Little Silver,
New Jersey

T

hat our leadership will return to
the mindset of scriptural authority,
remain faithful to the covenant, and
become accountable in thought, word and
deed as they reflect on Proverbs 22:28.
Bo Gabbert, Meadville (Mississippi) UMC

M
18

y hope and prayers are for a church
that is truly a sanctuary of love and
acceptance for ALL. For 43 years, those
in the LGBTQ community have been excluded from being full participants in the
church and it’s time for our doctrine to
reflect God’s love and acceptance of them
just as the church did for women and
those in the African-American community years ago. All means all.
Trish Gunby, Manchester (Missouri) UMC

W

e request prayer that our little
church can identify the “cause”
that would rally unchurched people in
our small town who stay away from any
religious group. Pray that this cause can
be adopted by and invigorate our older conservative congregation. We live
among addicts, illiterates, underemployed
and impoverished people and the broken
who need to know that Jesus loves them.
I hope The UMC can bring that love to
them in 2016.
Robert C. Jackson, Milton (West Virginia)
UMC

M

y hope for The United Methodist
Church is that:
» ... we may become a strong voice for
peace by reaching out to our Muslim
neighbors in friendship.
» ... we may work to repair rifts among
races, nationalities, genders and ages,

Readers respond

by rejecting bigotry and judgment.
» ... each of us may commit again to the
mission to make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the
world.
» ... we may believe transformation is
possible through Christ, who gives us
strength.
Lisa Johnson, Fair Haven UMC, Houston

M

y hopes for United Methodism in
2016 are that: (1) We will develop a
closer relationship to God, Christ and the
Holy Spirit that looks to God’s purposes
for us individually and collectively, so that
we may live them to the fullest. (2) We
will become brothers and sisters in Christ
who work to enlarge the kingdom of God,
make disciples, nurture disciples and
transform the world.
Rev. John C. Lowrance, RidgelyCunningham Extension Ministry, Ridgely,
Tennessee

M

y hope is that the when the church
leaders meet at General Conference in the spring that they will adopt a
resolution to change the Discipline to be
totally inclusive of our gay, lesbian and
transgender brothers and sisters and will
allow them to marry in the church and
serve God and the church in any capacity.
Christ never spoke about them specifically, but he said to include all!
Pat McMillion, Monte Sano UMC,
Huntsville, Alabama

M

y prayer for The United Methodist
Church in 2016 is that we will “Be
the Hope” for our world and our communities. We need to remember that it is
not about us, it is about others, caring for
people in the name of Christ Jesus.
Don Miller, St. Andrew UMC, Marietta,
Georgia

M

y hope is that The United Methodist Church returns to its Wesleyan
roots. That is, we become a church where
we are not afraid to preach Christ and
him crucified, and the blood of Jesus is
not a strange concept. Where the majority
of United Methodists develop a heart for
the unsaved, have a better grasp of the
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Bible and are able to clearly explain the
reason for our faith, actively practicing
Jesus’ principles.
Jeniffer Oxford, South Orange-Vailsburg
UMC, New Jersey

I

greatly desire to see growth in terms
of attracting children, young people
and young families. Our church is very
involved in our community and we need
the community to be involved with us.
Mary Pierce, White Salmon (Washington)
UMC

I

pray that The UMC will, like Jesus
modeled to his followers, use the ways
and means to think “outside the sanctuary” to connect with the “Nones” in our
midst (read millennials). I believe we’ll be
more successful if we listen to them (i.e.
“we’re spiritual but not religious”) and
focus on their needs rather than the needs
of The UMC as an institution (i.e. increasing membership, financial giving, etc.).
Tim Rochte, Trinity UMC, Los Osos,
California

M

y hope is for the Holy Spirit to
renew us to live committed to the
way of Jesus Christ and his kingdom that
is tethered to our Wesleyan roots. I hope
to see the Lord lead us through diversity
to be truly unified by holy love for the sake
of the world. I hope to see people raised up
to transform local churches to reach their
community for God’s glory.
Rev. G. Michael Scarlett, First UMC,
Pocatello, Idaho

I

hope The United Methodist Church
blesses same sex marriage and is fully
inclusive of ALL God’s people.
Jayne Schuiteman, Williamston (Michigan)
UMC

M

y hope is that we come to know who
we are in Christ and live our lives
accordingly. We must learn how to lovingly correct one another and not condone
sin in the guise of love. We are called to
be different from the world, so we should
stop trying to compete with the world on
its terms and follow Christ instead.
Joann Smith, First UMC, Winder, Georgia
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S TAT E O F
TH E CHU RCH
“Vital congregations is part of who we are as United Methodists
today. They are evidence of our fruitfulness.” The Rev. Amy Valdez
Barker, executive secretary, the Connectional Table.

FUTURE FOCUSED/
MISSION DRIVEN:
STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS FOR 2017-20

ALIGNING THE United Methodist Church
for greater missional impact has been and
will continue to be at the heart of the work
of the Connectional Table. During the
2012-16 quadrennium, the Connectional
Table, together with the Council of Bishops,
formed a Missional Collaboration Group
on Vital Congregations, serving as the
key body responsible for connecting our
strategies and building relationships among
those working collaboratively to increase
vital congregations bearing fruit in the Four
Areas of Focus. This body is discerning and
affirming goals for strategic directions for
The United Methodist Church in the next
quadrennium.
Progress reports on these goals were
offered and affirmed by the Council of Bishops and the Connectional Table in early
2015. These emerging strategies have generated enthusiasm and collaborative energy
for the work of grounding the church in our
core values as a worldwide connection. The
Connectional Table remains committed to
developing these goals and the strategies
that support them. These are all a part of
a VISION for the next quadrennium, our
2020 Vision.

VITAL CONGREGATIONS

Our 2020 Vision looks forward to a United Methodist
Church that can double the number of highly vital congregations excelling in the five markers of vitality: disciples in
worship, new disciples (professions of faith), disciples in
small groups, disciples in mission and giving to mission.
A vital congregation is the body of Christ making and
engaging disciples for the transformation of the world.
The goals, planning processes and strategic visioning
for vital congregations exist to enable each local church
to have a vital future in disciple making. Achieving goals
is not an end in itself, but rather a tool to see if what we
are doing is producing fruit. The actual process of disciple
making, the means of grace, is our main priority.
In the congregation, these have been practiced through
the ministries of worship, making new disciples (professions of faith), small groups, mission and generous giving.
Congregations that consistently engage in the process
of making disciples, grace-filled Christ followers putting
faith into action and practicing the ministries of discipleship increase vitality for making more disciples and
transforming the world.
Making disciples through vital congregations increases
our opportunity for witness in the world. Vital congregations are shaped by and witnessed through ministry with
the poor, improving global health, creating new places
for new people and shaping principled Christian
leaders.

United Methodist Interpreter
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WATCH “The
Church Moving
Forward,” a
presentation to
the Pre-General
Conference News
Briefing featuring
Bishop Bruce
Ough, the Rev.
Amy Valdez
Barker and
Bishop Christian
Alstead.

UMCOM/KATHLEEN BARRY

The role of the Connectional Table includes
“connecting the connection through building
relationships and aligning our missional strategies
so we can connect the stories of the people called
United Methodist.” Bishop Bruce Ough, chairperson, the Connectional Table.

THE FOUR AREAS OF
FOCUS
CALLING AND SHAPING PRINCIPLED
CHRISTIAN LEADERS

20

Our 2020 Vision looks forward to a United Methodist Church equipping 3 million
people across the connection to be “difference makers,” called out to serve as principled Christian leaders in our world today.
Our United Methodist Church believes
that Jesus is “calling you out” for something greater than any one person. The
question for every United Methodist today
and into our future is: “What difference
will you make?”
We define principled Christian leadership as making a difference wherever
you are: at the local church, in the mission field, across a denomination, in each
community and society across our world.
As “grace-filled followers of Jesus Christ,”
our discipleship leads to our decision to
make a difference in the world. We believe
we can equip all United Methodists across
our connection to be “difference makers”
for Jesus.

CREATING AND SUSTAINING NEW
PLACES FOR NEW PEOPLE

Our 2020 Vision looks forward to a
United Methodist Church with 500,000
new disciples who profess their faith
through renewed and new faith communities around the world.
New faith communities are critical
to the task of making new disciples and

S TAT E O F
TH E CHU RCH

within and beyond
The United Methodist Church, we can
transform communities
and open doors for children to
a more promising future.

transforming the world. A faith community is a group that gathers under
the lordship of Jesus Christ to worship,
engage and send. This includes but is not
limited to new church starts, Global Mission Initiatives, and missions, circuits and
preaching points across our connection.
We receive new disciples through professions of faith and increase professions
of faith through new faith communities.
The denomination is reaching more people, more young people, and more diverse
people for Christ by creating new places
for new people. The people of The United
Methodist Church seek to cultivate the
leaders, develop the systems and implement the strategies necessary to regain
our healthy denominational practice of
starting two faith communities each day.
The real measure of success will not
be in those numbers or in membership increases or improved giving but in the lives
that will be touched and drawn to Christ
as disciples because these new faith communities were able to reach people with
the gospel of Christ who might otherwise
not be reached.

Our 2020 Vision looks forward to a
United Methodist Church that can reach
1 million children with life-saving
interventions.
Every child is a life filled with promise
and potential, yet, every five seconds a child
dies from preventable causes. There is a
global move to significantly improve health
for all by 2035, with a specific goal of saving
the lives of 15 million children by 2020.
The United Methodist Church has a
sacred calling to ensure abundant health
for all children, engaging disciples to be
agents of God’s healing transformation in
the world. Jesus said, “I have come that
you might have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). Our promise is to make
that a reality for millions of those whom
Jesus has blessed.

MINISTRY WITH THE POOR

CONCLUSION

Our 2020 Vision looks forward to a
United Methodist Church that can build
400 vibrant, flourishing and transforming
communities addressing issues of poverty
and ministry with the poor, particularly
with children.
Vital congregations reflect God’s transforming love into their communities and
around the world. As faithful disciples, we
are called to love our neighbors – to walk,
worship and witness with them so that all
may enjoy God’s vision of abundant life. As
United Methodists, we will challenge and
transform broken systems and structures
that create and perpetuate poverty.
John Wesley understood that ministry must be centered on relationships.
To truly love our neighbors we must first
know them: their struggles, joys, gifts
and challenges. Rooted in these relationships, United Methodists are engaging in
meaningful and transformational ministries with poor people and communities.
Leveraging connections and partnerships
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ABUNDANT HEALTH FOR ALL

Together we have seen the denomination make significant advances in accountability, assessment and collaboration that
have prepared us well for our future vision.
We take the submission of this report
as an opportunity to celebrate all that we
have been able to accomplish this quadrennium by the grace of God and through
the Holy Spirit’s leading in our connectional church. We look forward to seeing
the fruit of this aligning and collaborative
work as we continue to focus on our 2020
Vision for a more vital and authentically
worldwide church, making disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world.
For further details on the work accomplished by the Connectional Table during
the 2013-16 quadrennium, please visit
www.umc.org/connectionaltable.
Excerpted from the Quadrennial Report
of the Connectional Table to General
Conference 2016.

BY S.J. EARL CANLAS

FOCUS ON

CA N Y I E L D V I TA L I T Y
FOCUS ON “BRIGHT SPOTS,” urged two bishops during a workshop in the Philippines
about using the concept to establish vital
congregations.
Filipino United Methodists are the
first outside the United States to hear and
adopt the “bright spots” approach.
Fort Worth Bishop J. Michael Lowry
told them of a congregation in Venus,
Texas, which he described as the “crummiest” place for a church. However, he
said a non-seminary trained preacher got
the attention of the congregation there by
asking, “Anybody, got a ‘God-sighting’ this
week?”
Lowry said that inspired the church
members to think about “what God had
been doing in their lives.”
He and New Jersey Bishop John Schol
led the workshop at Knox United Methodist Church in September in Manila
on behalf of the Council of Bishops and
Discipleship Ministries.
All three episcopal leaders from the
Philippines were among the workshop
attendees: Bishop Rodolfo Juan, Manila
Episcopal Area; Bishop Ciriaco Q. Francisco, Davao Episcopal Area; and Bishop
Pedro Torio Jr., Baguio Episcopal Area.

POSITIVE DEVIANCE

The bright spots approach applies positive deviance – the idea that in any com-

munity, certain groups or individuals will
have uncommon behaviors and strategies
that allow them to find better solutions to
problems or challenges than their peers.
The idea is to figure out actions that yield
positive acceptance and consequences
that grow congregations; then see if those
actions can be adapted elsewhere.
Schol and Lowry said vital congregations in The United Methodist Church are
making disciples. “That’s why we want to
have more vital congregations,” Schol said.
He emphasized the need for participants to be in the driver’s seat as experts
in making disciples and establishing vital
congregations. He reminded workshop
participants that the approach must be
homegrown.
“It should be about the Philippines,
something the churches here can own,”
Schol said.
He urged his listeners to be open to
God’s love. “God’s love,” Schol said, “is
going to transform us in this room. God’s
love heals and transforms people’s lives ...
brings faith, peace and justice.”

EXAMPLES OF ‘BRIGHT SPOTS’

The three Filipino bishops recounted
examples of bright spots stories in their
episcopal areas. Juan talked about the
ministry of Jesus First United Methodist
Church in Baliwag, Bulacan, where laity
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are involved with care groups.
Francisco said many congregations in
the Davao Area struggle to be vital churches. He cited Cathedral United Methodist
Church, formerly Central United Methodist Church, in Davao City, which has a
growing ministry and has 100 percent
paid commitments to its annual
conference.
Schol told the group about
a recovering alcoholic named
Jerry who connected with a
local church where he gained his
sobriety. “Jerry is my bright spot,”
Schol said.
Lowry said it was easy to have the view
that the local church exists for the annual
conferences. “But it’s actually the opposite:
the annual conference exists for empowering the local church where disciples are
made and touch the world.”

OBSERVATION TEAMS

Teams of two will study and monitor
up to 50 vital congregations in the Philippines to assess how they are meeting
five parameters of a vital congregation:
new professions of faith, attendance in
worship, attendance at small groups, engagement in hands-on mission and giving
to mission.
They will also document congregations
that are doing something other than the
distinctives of vital congregations or what
they are doing in a lesser degree than how
vital congregations do it.
The training also focused on showing
the need for appropriate skills at objective
observation and procedures at monitoring
progress and receiving data and analyzing
data.
However, Schol insisted on learning
what made a vital church in the Philippines, as well as how churches in the
Philippines would use and develop this
approach.
S.J. Earl Canlas is a writer in the
Philippines. This article was originally
published at umns.umc.org on Nov. 2, 2015.
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V I TA L
C O N G R E G AT I O N S

BY POLLY HOUSE
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“VITAL CONGREGATIONS is the point of our
mission” to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world, says
the Rev. Amy Valdez Barker. “It is who we
are. It is the community of faith in which
we know people are coming to know Jesus
by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
Barker, executive secretary of the Connectional Table for The United Methodist
Church, made the statement in #CTTalks3: Vital Congregations. The short
video pieces, which aired first in December and are archived, are part of a series
of weekly videos to help inform church
leaders and General Conference delegates
leading up to the 2016 General Conference
in May.
In 2008, General Conference adopted
the Four Areas of Focus. At the same time,
the areas were proposed as a way to align
the work of United Methodists across the
connection, the ministry of many local
congregations in one or more of them was
acknowledged.

FOUR AREAS FRUIT OF VITALITY

In 2012, General Conference supported an emphasis on vital congregations
that emerged from the Council of Bishops
during the 2009-12 quadrennium.
Bishop Rudolfo Juan of the Manila
Area in the Philippines finds the two emphases are complementary and interwoven. “The four areas are the fruit of vital
congregations and vital Christians,” he

says on #CTTalks, “but also the means of
becoming vital congregations.”
General secretary of the General Board
of Global Ministries Thomas Kemper contends, “A congregation can’t be vital” unless
it is involved in one or two of the four areas.
They are where the Wesleyan linking of
social holiness and piety occurs, he says.
Vital congregations are described as:
» Spirit-filled, forward-leaning communities of believers that welcome all
people (Galatians 3:28)
» Places where disciples of Jesus Christ
are made through the power of the
Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:18-20)
» Communities that serve like Christ
through justice and mercy ministries
(Micah 6:8, Luke 4:17-21)
Vital congregations have:
» Inviting and inspiring worship
» Engaged disciples in mission and
outreach
» Gifted, empowered and equipped lay
leadership
» Effective, equipped and inspired clergy
leadership
» Small-group ministries
» Strong children’s and youth ministries
“Vital congregations are essential because it is the local church, primarily, where
disciples are made,” says Northern Illinois
Bishop Sally Dyck, chair of the Vital Congregations collaborative group, which includes
members from the Council of Bishops and
the Connectional Table, on #CTTalks. “Such
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things as passionate worship, disciple-making systems, outreach and generosity,
they’re what we say helps equip the church
to be in mission in the world.”
Dyck finds vital congregations in
urban, suburban and rural settings. A
commonality, she says, is that “they are
engaged with their communities.”

GOAL-SETTING REMAINS IMPORTANT

Key to the vital congregations’ initiative has been asking churches to set goals
to increase their vitality and to provide
regular reports of their progress toward
them. Continuing to provide training to
help meet the goals are several of the general agencies and annual conferences.
According to the vital congregations’
section of the Discipleship Ministries
website (www.umcdiscipleship.org),
churches set goals to:
» Give clarity and focus to ministry,
connect disciples to purpose and focus
their attention on the purpose of the
church.
» Move the church forward. Without
goals, congregations can become stuck
in a rut.
» Create greater accountability to the
ministry of Jesus Christ. Holy Spirit-inspired goals that are achieved
makes us more like the body of Christ.
» Make the congregation better – not for
better’s sake but to make us better for
serving the community.
A number of annual conferences adopted dashboards as a method for churches to report weekly worship attendance
and other statistics. Use of the dashboards
reached a high in 2013 when 10,357 congregations were reporting through them,
says the Rev. Naomi Hope Annandale,
director of research and strategic evaluation for Discipleship Ministries. In 2015,
8,290 churches filed reports through the
dashboards – 83 for the first time.
In the Manila Area, Juan reports

The #CTTalks are a series of short
videos to spark conversations among
delegates to General Conference and
other church leaders. WATCH the videos
and then use the discussion guides.
CLICK HERE for a complete list of the
videos.

BY POLLY HOUSE
an emphasis on discipleship through
UMC-Disciples of Christ (UMC-DOC)
training has lead to an increase in membership. He also saw “heightened enthusiasm and passion” for outreach when 417
local church care group leaders gathered
for a conference in the wake of Typhoon
Haiyan in late 2014.

CHURCH PLANTING IS
UNITED METHODIST

VITAL CONGREGATIONS, COMMUNITIES

UNITED METHODISTS INHERITED a church-planting ethic from
founder John Wesley. From the early days of his ministry, he
took the gospel to people likely to be uncomfortable – or even
unwelcome – in existing congregations throughout England. At
the same time, Wesley urged those joining the Methodist movement to become part of bands and classes – small groups where
members nurtured and held one another accountable for their
discipleship.

The Rev. Erica Allen
(center) welcomes Keith
Wright (left) and the Rev.
Toi King to worship at
East Bank Church, a new
church start meeting in
the East Park Community Center in Nashville,
Tennessee.

UMNS/MIKE DUBOSE

Self-evaluation is not always a simple
or pleasant task, says the Discipleship
Ministries’ website, but churches that
know where they are can more effectively
plan where they want to go. Setting goals
will give a church a plan and a direction as
it works to increase:
» Disciples in worship (worship attendance)
» Disciples making new disciples (number of professions of faith)
» Disciples growing in their faith (number of small groups)
» Disciples engaged in mission (number
of disciples doing outreach in the community and the world), and
» Disciples sharing their resources for
mission (amount of money given to
mission).
The vital congregations pages on
UMC.org, www.umc.org/how-we-serve/
vital-congregations, offer ideas for a congregation to determine its current state of
health, set goals to become more healthy
and read about fellow congregations’ road
to spiritual health and vitality.
“Vital congregations reflect God’s transforming love into their communities and
around the world,” says the Connectional
Table in its report to General Conference
2016. “As faithful disciples, we are called
to love our neighbors – to walk, worship
and witness with them so that all may
enjoy God’s vision of abundant life. As
United Methodists, we will challenge
and transform broken systems and
structures that perpetuate poverty.”
“We are always looking at ways
of creating vital Christians,” Dyck
says. “To do that, you need vital congregations ... and then be engaged in
creating vital communities.”
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Polly House is a freelance writer and editor
based in Nashville, Tennessee.
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NEW PLACES FOR NEW PEOPLE

“One of the most effective ways we
have for reaching new people is starting
new churches,” said the Rev. Candace
Lewis, associate general secretary for
New Church Starts/Path 1 at Discipleship
Ministries.
New Church Starts collaborates with
annual conferences through training, consulting, resourcing and coaching. A New
Church Starts staff member, deployed
to each jurisdiction in the United States,
works with conference developers and on
the district level with church planters.
Of 684 new churches started in the
United States during the 2009-12 quadrennium, 8.6 percent (59) have closed.
This is much lower than the 26 percent of
new congregations that closed during the
2005-08 quadrennium.
Path 1 set an ambitious goal to plant
1,000 new churches during the current
quadrennium. By Dec. 31, 2013, 261 had
started.
“It’s a goal designed really to motivate
us to see the opportunity and keep moving

toward it,” Lewis said. “Even though the
numbers are trending similarly, we haven’t
had the big spike that we want to see. But
we believe that we can continue to work at
building a system that’s going to help be a
catalyst to doing more work.”

TRAINING IS VITAL

Equipping the church planters is crucial to their success, emphasized the Rev.
Douglas W. Ruffle, associate executive director of New Church Starts. Path 1 sponsors and offers regional training events
for annual conferences. Among them are
New Church Leadership Institutes, Basic
Training (sometimes called “Boot Camp”),
Launchpad (teams come together to plan
the “launch” of their new church) and the
Lay Missionary Planting Network (training laity in church planting).
Ruffle estimates that 2,400 potential
church planters have been equipped since
the beginning of the quadrennium.
Part of the strategy is an initiative
called “High Impact Church Planting
Residency.”
This program is for entrepreneurial
and future-focused leaders younger than
age 35 who want to share the gospel in
relevant and new ways, explained the Rev.
MaryJane Pierce Norton, interim general
secretary of Discipleship Ministries.
Training people to become church
planters is a major part of the strategy.
These (often) young, seminary-trained
church planters will be “residents” on the
staff of an existing church for a few years,
learning to “do church,” with an emphasis
on making disciples.
“We are in our third year of partnering with annual conferences for placing
high potential church planters in highly
effective (High Impact) churches where
they learn at the feet of wise clergy and
laity before planting a new church,” Ruffle
said. “Eighteen people (both lay and
clergy) have graduated from the program.
Currently we have an additional 12 people
engaged in the program.
“We partner with annual conferences
to identify churches that can start new
campuses or give birth to new independent churches,” Ruffle said. It is important
to emphasize a host church does not have
to have a large membership, Norton and
Ruffle said.
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Ruffle cited several placements with
Path 1 resident trainees.
» The Rev. Tyler Sit, a recent seminary
graduate from the Minnesota Conference, served as a resident at Urban
Village United Methodist Church in
Chicago. He is starting a new church in
Minneapolis.
» The Rev. Zack Dunlap, from the Detroit
Conference, is learning at Fairview
Heights United Methodist Church in
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.
He expects to be appointed to start a
new church in the Detroit Conference.
» The Rev. Jacob Cloud was a resident at
United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas, and is now
planting a new church in Lawrence,
Kansas, that targets young adults and
college students.
» After serving as a resident at St. Luke’s
United Methodist Church in Houston,
the Rev. Eric Huffman launched The
Story. It has brought more than 400
new people into the life of the church.
» The Rev. Erica Allen served as a resident at Providence United Methodist
Church in Mount Juliet, Tennessee,
prior to planting the new East Bank
Church in Nashville, Tennessee.
“Most of the graduates go on to plant
new churches,” Ruffle said. “The idea is
that they take with them the intentional
learning experience of the residency year
and apply it to their new church plant.”
In addition, The Lay Missionary
Planting Network focuses on planting
Hispanic/Latino and other racial-ethnic
congregations.
“Discipleship Ministries has helped lay
people plant new congregations and work
with clergy to start new congregations by
serving on launch teams,” Norton said.

NEW WORK IN NEW PLACES

While New Church Starts is somewhat
recent, for three decades, Mission Initiatives of the General Board of Global Ministries have introduced United Methodism
in places around the world where few people have heard of it. Through evangelism,
church development and social service,
the Christian faith spreads through local
and regional mission.
During a recent visit to Kyrgyzstan,
George Howard, deputy general secretary

UMNS FILE PHOTO/COURTESY MIKE AND SHERRI MORRISEY

Whether it is to carry out the Great
Commission found in the last verses of
Matthew’s Gospel or to carry on their
Wesleyan heritage, starting new congregations remains important work for United
Methodists. In fact, “New Places for New
People” was one of the denomination’s
Four Areas of Focus adopted by General
Conference in 2008 and reaffirmed in
2012.
Leading the work of developing new
congregations and revitalizing existing
ones in the United States is the New
Church Starts area of Discipleship Ministries. Mission Initiatives, a program of the
General Board of Global Ministries, works
in countries where United Methodism is
relatively unknown.
A team drawn from United Methodist
general agencies, annual conferences and
local congregations leads the Path 1 initiative – a part of New Church Starts. Its
mission is to train and equip new church
planters to start new congregations. The
immediate objective is to train and equip
1,000 church planters who will start 650
churches within four years, forming 9
million new disciples of Christ within 30
years.

N E W P L AC E S /
N E W PEOPL E

New Places,
New People
IN 2017-20, FORM 1 MILLION
NEW DISCIPLES WHO PROFESS
THEIR FAITH IN JESUS
CHRIST THROUGH NEW AND
REVITALIZED CHURCHES

Jurirat and Sompap are married in 2010 in the first
wedding at the Bowin United Methodist Church near
Bangkok, Thailand.

for mission and evangelism at Global
Ministries, met leaders who took him
to see modern-day class meetings in the
Wesleyan model.
“Leaders of the Central Asia Mission
Initiative, including the mission superintendent, a bi-vocational pastor who is also
a teacher and physician and two Global
Ministries missionaries serving in Kazakhstan, exposed me to what God is doing
in a powerful way,” he said.
The group arrived at the home of a
family who had recently bought a house
and invited a woman and her baby who
were homeless to live with them.
“Our arrival provided an opportunity
for the families, whom the pastor had been
meeting with individually, to come together for the first time in the couple’s home.
Twenty people gathered around the table
to share cups of tea, songs and testimonies,
and a new house church was birthed.
“One bi-vocational pastor in Kyrgyzstan has a network of relationships
in secular circles and practices the gift
of hospitality with all, despite the daily
challenges. The members of the church
are fully motivated to offer what they have
in a sacrificial way for the church. It has
inspired them to commit their lives to
ministry.”
“The pastor knows the next two towns
where he will establish additional house

churches,” Howard said. “The future of
The United Methodist Church in Central
Asia is bright with its multiplication model that resembles Methodist movements in
England and the U.S. from days gone by.”
Over the past three decades, Global
Ministries has engaged in new or renewed
mission initiatives in 14 countries: Central
African Republic, Cambodia, Cameroon,
Honduras, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Laos,
Mongolia, Senegal, Tajikistan, Thailand,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Vietnam.
Some initiatives have matured to be
full participants in the United Methodist
connection. Annual conferences have been
established in Russia and other parts of
Eurasia. The 2016 General Conference
will consider a proposal to make Malawi
a provisional annual conference. Lithuania and Latvia are districts of the Estonia
Conference. Possibilities for work in even
more countries are being researched.
Through the Mission Initiatives, 574
new faith communities planted from
2009-12 exceeded the goal of 400. The
2013-16 goal is 600 with 215 started by
Dec. 31, 2014. The movements are taking
increasing responsibility for their leadership and governance. Vietnam has 14 local
elders; Cambodia has transitioned to an
all-indigenous cabinet of superintendents.
Several initiatives have relationships with
boards of ordained ministries in existing
annual conferences so that clergy can be
ordained locally. Missionaries fill essential
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roles, primarily as trainers, facilitators and
specialists.
The Missions Initiative area recently
asked individuals from several initiatives
to share the values and principles most
conducive to effective mission. They
identified:
» Prayer supports strategy, vision and
development.
» Empowered laity are essential in planting new small groups/faith communities and growing the movement.
» Local assets and labor in church
projects increase capacity to give to the
new community and builds a sense of
ownership and stability.
» Self-sufficiency builds confidence,
while ongoing reliance on outside support weakens the movement.
» International partners add value
through listening, training and strategic financial support.
» The United Methodist connection
provides a sense of belonging, increases access to training and helps with the
credentialing of clergy.
A portion of the information in this article was compiled from the Global Ministries
website, umcmission.org.
Polly House is a freelance writer and editor
based in Nashville, Tennessee.
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BY MELISSA HINNEN

DISCERNMENT,
EDUCATION SUPPORT
STARTING POINTS TO
CHRISTIAN LEADERS
Intern Challye Hays laughs with children as they play during a
Project Transformation Family Fun Night at Antioch (Tennessee)
United Methodist Church. Project Transformation is among the
recipients of Young Clergy Initiative grants.

WITH A FOCUS on leadership, education and young
people, the General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry (GBHEM) is “Preparing Global Leaders for a
Global Church.”
At the same time it continues to serve as a regulatory agency with the University Senate and annual
conference boards of ordained ministry, GBHEM
is shaping a new understanding of how to support
people who are discerning God’s call in The United
Methodist Church.
In a message to GBHEM’s directors in 2015, the
Rev. Kim Cape, general secretary, said, “We are shifting our weight from a regulatory agency to a capacity-building agency.”
This shift is bearing fruit as new initiatives
emerge for equipping leaders for ordained, licensed
and certified ministry in the United States and in central conferences around the world. Through recruitment, preparation, nurture, education and support,
Cape said, the agency is “building capacity for contextual United Methodist leadership across the personal
and professional lifespan here and everywhere.”
Two new initiatives implemented during the
2013-16 quadrennium are helping the agency make
the shift.

YOUNG CLERGY INITIATIVE

UMCOM/KATHLEEN BARRY
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The 2012 General Conference created a
three-quadrennium Young Clergy Initiative Fund to
increase the number of young clergy in the United
States. Grant recipients were encouraged to raise
matching funds, doubling the church’s investment.
Cape told GBHEM directors that, by requesting
matching funds, “We were able to leverage the $7
million ($5.2 million actually received) from General
Conference into $12 million.”
The grants are for developing new projects
that will allow greater numbers of young people to
strengthen their relationship with God while discerning God’s call on their life.
According to Kim Ingram, a member of the YCI
Selection Committee, grant requests came from United Methodist entities. “There were also some exciting
partnerships that were going to happen as a result [of
the grants,] through campus ministries and United
Methodist [related] colleges, between churches and
campus ministries, between seminaries and conferences, [and] between a seminary and a college,” Ingram
said. “We’re excited about people working together.”
One of the grants supports Project Transformation, a program in which young adults who are
discerning a call to vocational ministry work with
children experiencing poverty and who are at-risk of
lower educational accomplishments. According to a
report to GBHEM, participant Justin Mayo has made
meaningful life changes through his participation in

PR I NC I PL ED
CHR ISTI A N LEA DERS

GBHEM PHOTO

the Project Transformation community,
serving others and sharing his story. “I’ve
gotten more involved with my campus
ministry at the Wesley Foundation. I have
switched my major to social work. I now
sing in a gospel choir at my church. I feel
more at peace. While my relationship with
God isn’t perfect, I’m trying to be open to
God’s path for me,” said Mayo.
The requests for YCI grants showed
clearly that multiple
groups faced similar
challenges.
For example, many
congregations and
conferences recognize that discernment
leading to preparation
for vocational ministry
happens as lay and
clergy identify and
nurture the gifts of
The Rev. Kim Cape individuals through
personal relationships. To help guide
those relationships and conversations,
GBHEM worked with other agencies to
develop “Called: One Word, Many Ways”
(www.explorecalling.org/called). This free
resource addresses developing a culture of
call and includes sermon starters, worship
helps, youth and children’s curriculum,
and retreat plans. The resources will be
updated and expanded annually.
The Young Clergy Initiative funded 76
projects in 2013-16. Because the ordination process takes many years, it is too
soon to evaluate fully the success of those
that were funded. Based on the inquiries
and grant requests, however, GBHEM
identified additional needs that they are
addressing now and hope to continue
during 2017-20. Among these are:
» Seminary debt relief
» Young clergy financial wellness
» Ethnic/minority recruitment and early
ministry support
» More frequent best-practice sharing
» Discernment/recruitment issues outside of the jurisdictional conferences
» Continued development of vocational
discernment resources
» Support for hiring vocational discernment coordinators in each annual
conference
Through the Central Conference
Theological Education Fund, faculty and

students at 22 theological institutions in
Africa and Asia and four seminaries in the
Philippines now have access to e-books
on Christian education, evangelism,
preaching, counseling, church leadership,
United Methodist worship and Wesleyan
theology.

USING TECHNOLOGY FOR GLOBAL
EDUCATION

The E-Reader Project is a collaboration of GBHEM, Discipleship Ministries
and the United Methodist Publishing
House. Staff works closely with the individual schools to ensure consistent training and updated content, which is available in English, French and Portuguese.
It is not an overstatement to say that
the e-reader project is revolutionizing
theological education in Africa, says the
Rev. Myron Wingfield, associate general
secretary in GBHEM’s Division of Ordained Ministry.
While in the Angola West Conference,
GBHEM staff met with the Rev. Kalumba
Alfredo, general secretary of the Angola
Bible Society. Alfredo said the society was
impressed with the project and offered
more than 500 Portuguese books, in digital
format, to be loaded on the e-readers.
Pastors like the Rev. Salama Hassan
now have the opportunity to read more
extensively. Hassan, who serves in Nigeria,
says he not only has expanded his theological reading but also has been able to
read more books written from a Nigerian
perspective.
“The books in the e-reader are very
rich and wisely selected to help in ministry. The Nigerian novels Things Fall Apart
and Half of a Yellow Sun by both Chinua
Achebe and Chimamanda Adichie are
books I was told to read in the days of my
school, but I was not able to,” he writes.
“With the help of the e-reader, I was able
to read them all, giving me a full knowledge of Igbo traditions and the Nigerian
civil war, among others.”
While GBHEM and Discipleship
Ministries provide major funding for the
E-Reader Project, support also comes
from annual conferences, local churches,
individual donors, universities and from
the students themselves through fees that
help offset the price of the e-reader and its
content.
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LOOKING AHEAD

As it continues to lead work in the
denomination’s focus on “developing
principled Christian leaders,” GBHEM
will contribute to a goal for the 2017-20
quadrennium to recruit, train and engage
3 million “difference makers,” United
Methodists who will transform the world
as they put faith into action.
Cape is committed to adapting the
work of her agency to meet the needs of
a rapidly changing church. “We listen to
the church to hear what the church needs
from us, and how we can best serve the
ministry of The UMC,” she told directors
in August 2015. “Hearing the church, and
then matching our resources to meet the
expressed needs of the church, is really the
purpose of our general agencies.”
Among the challenges she identifies is
making theological education, including the
Course of Study for licensed local pastors,
more accessible to students, particularly ethnic minority students. The agency is asking
the 2016 General Conference to adopt legislation proposing that United Methodist-related undergraduate institutions offer bachelor’s degrees in religious studies or ministry
arts that would include the requirements for
the Course of Study. According to Cape, this
will provide greater access to students and
add the benefit of earning a bachelor’s degree
while completing the Course of Study.
“With God’s help, I am confident we
can answer the challenges of our day
with theological excellence, excitement,
commitment and practical imagination,”
she said.
The Rev. Melissa Hinnen is a freelance
writer and associate pastor of Asbury United
Methodist Church, Croton-on-Hudson, New
York. She earlier served on the communications staff of the General Board of Global
Ministries.

Leadership

IN 2017-20, RECRUIT, TRAIN AND
ENGAGE 3 MILLION “DIFFERENCE
MAKERS,” UNITED METHODISTS
WHO WILL TRANSFORM THE WORLD
AS THEY PUT FAITH INTO ACTION.
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COURTESY FAITH FOWLER

The Rev. Faith Fowler and William McDuffie
visit in the lunchroom at Cass Community
United Methodist Church.

THROUGH MINISTRIES
WITH THE POOR,
RECEIVERS BECOME
BY BARBARA DUNLAP-BERG
28

“I USED TO HEAR ‘the poor’ and picture
some rundown streets in some inner-city
areas, far from the small town ... where I
live,” the Rev. Lee Schott wrote in a blog.
“‘The poor’ were nameless, faceless and
distant. People for whom we’d leave food
at the local food pantry. I was pretty OK
with that.”
Schott’s appointment to Women at the
Well United Methodist Church at the Iowa
Correctional Institution for Women in
Mitchellville changed her perspective of
ministry from “to” to “with.”
Today “With*” is a campaign to raise
awareness, educate and inspire people
around ministry with the poor, one of the
denomination’s four areas of focus. The
General Board of Church and Society and
the General Board of Global Ministries
lead the way.
Continuing learning opportunities
introduced in 2013, nearly 300 United
Methodists last year participated in five
regional “Ministry With*” training events
for people interested in transformational,
relationship-based ministries with people
living in poverty. Host congregations –
each with thriving ministries with the
poor – included:

» Better Community Development and
Theressa Hoover Memorial United
Methodist Church, Little Rock, Arkansas;
» Cass Community United Methodist
Church and Cass Community Social
Services, Detroit;
» Church for All People United Methodist Church and Community Development for All People, Columbus, Ohio;
» Glide Memorial United Methodist
Church, San Francisco; and
» St. John’s Downtown United Methodist Church and St. John’s Northwest
Campus, Houston.
Training in 2016 will kick off at The
Haywood Street Congregation in Asheville, North Carolina, followed by events
in Detroit, Little Rock and Columbus.
Find details of the training events at www.
ministrywith.org.

THE HAYWOOD STREET CONGREGATION

“We like to think of ourselves as a mission with a church community rather than
a church community with a mission,” says
the Rev. Brian Combs, founding pastor.
“People in poverty run, manage and are
stewards of all of our ministries.”
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Located in the homeless corridor of
Asheville’s West Side, Haywood Street defines itself as a transformative open community of Christ, creating opportunities
to serve and be served. All who participate
are empowered to claim their identity as
children of God.
“Worship is the heart of where we
are,” Combs says. About 100 people attend
services on Wednesdays from 12:30 to
1:15 p.m. The church offers several core
programs.
» The Downtown Welcome Table serves
a free, sit-down, family-style luncheon
for up to 400 people each Wednesday.
Free haircuts are also available.
» The God’s Outfitters Clothing Closet
offers free items to about 150 people on
Wednesdays.
» The Love and Fishes Bountiful Garden
produces fresh, organic produce, grown
by and for the community.
» The Haywood Street Respite, a transitional living and healing space, accommodates up to eight adults in need of
rest and recovery after discharge from
inpatient hospital stays.
The core programs provide a platform
for the ministry of relationship, which
contrasts with “doing for” and requires
spending time together, talking and listening, giving and receiving. Those who often
feel unwelcome in church experience
grace and a seat at the table. When people
come face to face with the stereotypes
– the poor, the mentally ill, the addicted –
they encounter the holy in ways they never
expected, Combs adds.
A congregational development grant
from the Western North Carolina Conference provided initial support. Today, the
Haywood Street congregation is a teaching
parish, guiding others who want to start or
improve their ministries with the poor.

CASS COMMUNITY UMC AND CASS
COMMUNITY SOCIAL SERVICES

Cass Community United Methodist
Church (founded in 1881) is in a changing community, explains the Rev. Faith
Fowler, who has served the congregation
more than 20 years. First, it was home
to Detroit’s well-to-do families. Next, it
accommodated migrants from the South
who moved north for assembly work in

M I N ISTRY
W ITH*
will build 25 no-interest,
rent-to-own tiny homes.
Since the 2007 recession, Cass has created
jobs by employing people
to recycle wood, tires, glass
and other items. Eighty-five
adults currently work in Green
Industries, making products sold
in the United States and six other
countries. A publishing house and
Cass Communi-tea (herbal, organic teas)
also provide employment. Interest-free
microloans benefit individuals starting
a business or struggling with a personal
crisis.

THERESSA HOOVER MEMORIAL
UMC AND BETTER COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT INC.

Before Theressa Hoover Memorial
United Methodist Church began, the
building housed Highland Methodist
Church, says Deborah Bell, director of
programs for Better Community Development. During the Central High School
desegregation crisis of 1957 in Little Rock,
Arkansas, the church was a meeting place
for citizens. Highland became a temporary
school for white children during the closing of area high schools in 1957-58.
In the late 1970s and early 1980s, the
neighborhood experienced a transition in
racial composition. Highland and Pride
United Methodist churches merged
into Highland Valley United Methodist
Church, now located in west Little Rock.
In 1980, the Rev. William H.
Robinson Jr. was assigned to the
vacant building in the heart of
this transitional community. “Rev.
Robinson, in the midst of the bare
building and lack of members,
began to envision what this new
appointment would mean for him
and the community he planned to
serve,” Bell says.
Initially, Black Community Developers Inc. and Better Community
Development Inc. grew out of the
outreach program of Hoover Memo-

Ministry With*

IN 2017-20, GROW PARTNERSHIPS
ACROSS THE CHURCH TO BUILD
400 VIBRANT, FAITH-FILLED
COMMUNITIES ADDRESSING ISSUES
OF POVERTY.

rial United Methodist Church. Bell says,
“We started providing childcare services
and expanded to include youth-oriented
programs. These programs were set up to
provide a safe haven for community youth
and gang interventions for the Midtown.
Other initiatives include a certified substance-abuse program, housing, women’s
programs, homeless shelter, job training
and a HIV/AIDS ministry.”
In 2013, the adult programs relocated
from the church to a new facility, the Empowerment Center.
“Hoover is committed to be a spiritual
home, where all people are unconditionally accepted, needs are met, lives are
nurtured and recovery and healing can
take place,” Bell says.
Barbara Dunlap-Berg is general church
content editor for United Methodist Communications, Nashville, Tennessee.

COURTESY FAITH FOWLER

the automobile factories. In the 1960s and
1970s, it was associated with widespread
use of illegal drugs, crime, prostitution and
poverty.
Ministry with the poor, then, has a long
history at Cass Community.
“Cass Church established a soup kitchen during the Great Depression by gleaning from what were rural areas and are
now Detroit suburbs,” Fowler says. “The
food program has never been interrupted.
Today Cass makes and serves 1 million
meals annually.”
Over time, other programs were added
as unmet needs were identified, including
day programs “with and for individuals
who had mental illnesses, developmental
disabilities, as well as poor seniors and
youth.” In 2002, a separate but linked
nonprofit – Cass Community Social
Services – expanded to include residential
and employment programs. More than 300
men, women and children experiencing
homelessness stay in a Cass facility each
night, and 85 formerly unemployed adults
have permanent jobs in Cass Community’s
Green Industries.
At Cass Community, Christ-centered
ministries offer balm for the hungry, the
sick, the homeless, the unemployed and
others in crisis.
“We have eight community gardens
and a greenhouse,” Fowler says, “so we
grow most of our own vegetables in the
summer. The program cooks and serves
meals for people in the community and
homeless individuals living at Cass.”
Cass operates two free medical clinics
staffed by volunteer doctors and medical
students from Wayne State University.
The agency also has Michigan’s only residential program for homeless men with
HIV/AIDS and housing for homeless men
with mental illnesses. Finally, Cass operates a five-day-a-week program for 125
adults with developmental disabilities.
Two other Cass programs assist homeless people with mental illnesses. Teams
of staff members go out seven days a week
to engage people living on the streets or in
abandoned structures. The church operates an overnight warming center November through March, two emergency 90-day
shelters, transitional housing and permanent supportive housing. This year, Cass

A child at Mom’s Place shows off his painting created
during the after-school art program at Cass Community
United Methodist Church.
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GLOBAL HEALTH
ADVANCES MERIT
BY CINDY SOLOMON
When the 2008 General Conference
affirmed global health as one of the Four
Areas of Focus for The United Methodist
Church, the objective was eliminating
diseases of poverty worldwide – including
malaria and HIV/AIDS.
Eliminating death and suffering from
malaria has been the signature program
of the Global Health Initiative for the
last eight years. At the same time, other
health-related work through Global Ministries has included establishing community
health programs all over the world. Together, church members and staff from general
agencies have made positive impact.
“We also celebrate our rich network of
partners,” Ige says. “To accomplish such
success in global health without spending
millions of dollars on setting up offices and
hiring expensive expatriate staff is something we are always eager to share. Our

approach is to work through local faithbased organizations and church-based
health boards.”
Local people with skills in public
health and administration and comprehensive knowledge of their communities
staff the 13 new health boards established
in Africa between 2012 and 2014, Ige
says. “They were able to design the most
culturally appropriate and context-specific
programs at minimal expense. The staff
were also able to mobilize thousands of
volunteers to participate in the transformative work in their communities.”
After the church in Zimbabwe mobilized volunteers trained as community
health workers, the number of people who
were tested and treated for malaria doubled within a year.
“Considering that the closest health
center in this community is about an
hour’s walk away,” Ige says, “the presence
of community workers completely transformed the health outcomes in Mount
Darwin by providing access to much-needed services in hard-to-reach villages.”

ABUNDANT HEALTH NEW FOCUS

UMNS/MIKE DUBOSE
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SOME OF THE GREATEST global health-related celebrations of the past four years
have resulted in part from United Methodist-sponsored programs and partnerships,
says Dr. Olusimbo Ige, executive director
for the Global Health Unit of the General
Board of Global Ministries.
“Millions die from malaria, HIV
or birth complications,” Ige says. “Our
greatest celebration is being a part of the
stories of those who didn’t but who could
have died without the timely interventions
of the programs we support. To be able to
say our programs through partnerships
reached 36 countries and directly impacted the lives of over 4 million people —
direct beneficiaries of trainings, recipients
of nets, people successfully treated or
screened for diseases — makes us extremely proud and humbled to be so used
by God.”

The 2016 General Conference will consider a proposed Abundant Health Campaign to “continue our current programs in
malaria, HIV and mother/child health but
with renewed emphasis on child health,”
Ige says. “As we celebrate the success of
the last few years, we are also very aware
that every year 6 million children still die
from preventable causes.
“Our success with Imagine No Malaria
gives us the courage and the determination to do more,” he continues. “We will be
calling on the church to join us once again
The United Methodist Church’s Mangobo Health
Center in Kisangani, Democratic Republic of Congo,
was revitalized using funds from the denomination’s
Imagine No Malaria campaign.

GLOBA L
H E A LT H

Global Health

as we set a goal to reach 1 million children
with lifesaving interventions. This time
our work will include poor communities in
the United States as well as globally.”

CHURCH’S VOICE HEARD IN HEALTH
MATTERS

Established in 2010, the Zimbabwe
Episcopal Area Health Board ensures
that United Methodist health institutions
provide holistic, affordable and accessible
health care services. The board comprehensively addresses malaria, tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS and maternal and child
health, supports treatment and prevention
programs, educates congregants, health
facility staff and community volunteers,
revitalizes health facilities and supports
human resource development.
“With the Global Health Initiative’s
support,” says Hannah S. Mafunda, area
health coordinator, “the board has made
The United Methodist Church visible
in meaningful ways.” As lives are transformed and saved, church leaders realize
that the church can and should do even
more. Strong partnerships with the Ministry of Health and Child Care, National Malaria Control Program and World Council
of Churches let the church’s voice be heard
in health matters affecting the Zimbabwean people – especially those who live in
rural communities.”
Equipping hospitals with chemistry
and hematology analyzers that improve
patient care and generate income is one
accomplishment. Others include revitalizing waiting mother shelters, which
curb maternal and neonatal deaths, and
providing clean water to 32,000 people in
three communities.

FACILITIES OPEN DURING EBOLA CRISIS

In Liberia, support from the Global
Health Initiative has benefited programs
in HIV awareness, prenatal care and
malaria prevention, control, diagnosis and
treatment. Water and sanitation projects
have reduced the cases of water-borne diseases, such as diarrhea and typhoid fever.
Allen Zomonway, health director for

the Liberia Conference, says,
GHI’s support of health facility
revitalization and staff allowed
most United Methodist facilities to
remain open during the Ebola crisis.
Most other health facilities in Liberia had
to close.
“From providing motorbikes to aid
smaller rural clinics’ outreach programs,
to improving our laboratory facilities’ ability to properly diagnose and treat diseases
such as malaria, diarrhea and other common infectious conditions, to having pipeborne water in all of our health facilities to
prevent and control the spread of infection, GHI is making a positive difference
in Liberians’ lives,” Zomonway said.

IMAGINE NO MALARIA:
CLOSING IN ON A KILLER
Since the launch of the Imagine No Malaria
(INM) campaign in 2010, United Methodists
have provided more than $68 million in cash and
pledges to support efforts to end death and suffering from this preventable disease. Fundraising
efforts led by United Methodist Communications
have helped staff and volunteers from the United
Methodist Committee on Relief and the General
Board of Global Ministries’ Global Health Unit to:
» Maintain 300+ clinics
» Train 11,600+ health workers
» Distribute 2.3 million bed nets
» Renovate 28 health facilities
» Test and/or treat 340,000 people for malaria
Additionally, IMN’s support of The Global
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria
has enabled the distribution of hundreds of
millions of beds nets and treatments to fight
malaria.
While malaria has not yet been eradicated,
the future is full of hope. Since 2010, the rate at
which a child’s life is lost to malaria has dropped
from every 30 seconds to every two minutes.
While that is still far too often, the number of
people living today who otherwise may not have
are a testament to the importance of the lifesaving interventions made possible by INM and
global partners.
The United Methodist Church will continue
to be a recognized faith leader in global health –
especially in anti-malaria efforts. The pledges of
faithful INM supporters will continue to support
the work of malaria prevention, treatment,
communication and education to ensure that all
children have a chance at abundant life.
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DURING 2017-20, REACH 1 MILLION
CHILDREN WITH LIFESAVING
HEALTH INTERVENTIONS.

REBUILDING A HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

When it was created in 2012, the Eastern Congo Episcopal Area inherited a disjointed healthcare system. An abandoned
infrastructure and a glaring lack of drugs
and equipment rendered it unable to meet
the needs of the people, says Dr. Philippe
Okonda Akasa, area health coordinator.
A new Board of Health Development,
formed with support from Imagine
No Malaria, “has a strategic plan for
strengthening existing health services and
establishing new ones,” Okanda continues.
“Health Board members have been
recruited and trained, and facilities, such
as the Lokole Health Center, were built.
Large batches of antimalarial medicine,
antibiotics and fluids were also provided.”
Health centers in Mangobo, Likeri
and Bukavu received much-needed basic
equipment, including examination and
delivery beds, microscopes, blood pressure
monitors, thermometers and scales.
More than 40 physicians, nurses and
laboratory technicians received additional
training in managing diseases – especially
malaria – the leading cause of death in the
Democratic Republic of Congo. More than
100 community health workers are now
trained health educators.
Support through the Global Health
Initiative, Okonda says, is fighting malaria,
but it is also strengthening the health
system’s ability to provide quality care
through community-based interventions,
such as HIV testing of pregnant women
and implementing an informational program about HIV/AIDS in schools.
Cindy Solomon is a marketing consultant
and content writer living in Franklin,
Tennessee.
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IS MORE THAN GEOGRAPHIC

WATCH as Bishop Joseph
Yemba, Bishop Patrick
Streiff and others discuss
the Worldwide Nature of
the Church on #CTTalks.
Bishop Patrick Streiff
and Benedita Penicela
Nhambiu of the Standing
Committee on Central
Conference Affairs and
the Connectional Table
discuss proposals on the
worldwide nature of the
church coming to General
Conference 2016.

BY KATHY NOBLE

on Central Conference Matters will lead
the conversations in small, geographically
diverse groups.
Throughout the 2012-16 quadrennium,
several groups have worked in various
configurations to address questions related to making United Methodism’s worldwide nature more real. Among them are
the StC-CCM, the Connectional Table, the
Faith and Order Committee of the Council
of Bishops, the secretary of General
Conference, the General Board of Church
and Society and the General Council on
Finance and Administration.
If their proposals to General Conference 2016 are adopted, at least two
changes in The Book of Discipline will be
made and work will continue through the
2017-20 quadrennium on:
» A general Book of Discipline
» New Social Principles
» A comprehensive, collaborative plan
for Africa.
Bishop David Yemba speaks during discussion at the Standing Committee on Central
Conference Matters in Maputo, Mozambique,
in February 2015.

UMCOM/DIANE DEGNAN
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LOOK AT ANY MAP showing the locations
of United Methodist churches, congregations and faith communities. It is easy to
see that the denomination is worldwide in
mission – and in membership.
However, what does it mean to be
worldwide in nature? What does it mean
to be worldwide in recognizing the gifts
that United Methodists bring to and
receive from each other?
To Bishops Patrick Streiff and Joseph
Yemba, mission and relationships are key.
Yemba, episcopal leader of the Central
Congo Area and a member of the Faith
and Order Committee of the Council of
Bishops, and Streiff, bishop for Central
and Southern Europe, chairperson of the
Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters (StC-CCM) and a member
of the Connectional Table, were featured
in the #CTTalks online video series.
Being worldwide is a “result of our
commitment to do mission,” Yemba says.
“With our emphasis on making disciples, it is normal that we are more to
understand the church as being global or
worldwide.”
“It is around relationships,” Streiff says,
“the relationships we now have together,
how we work together, how we support
each other. To build relationships has a lot
to do with persons who need each other.”
At the same time, how do we ensure
that polity and official teachings are the
same across the globe? How do we let
the contexts in which they occur shape
mission and ministry while maintaining
United Methodist identity?
Questions about what it means to
be worldwide in nature are important
enough that General Conference planners
set aside two hours for Christian conferencing on May 11, the first full day of the
2016 session. The Standing Committee
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‘WHAT IS ESSENTIAL?’

Paragraph 101 of The Book of Discipline
2012 defines which sections of the volume
cannot be adapted by central conferences
– the Constitution, Doctrinal Standards
and Our Theological Task, The Ministry
of All Christians and the Social Principles.
Central conferences – those outside the
United States – may adapt other parts “to
more fruitfully accomplish our mission in
various contexts.”
The Standing Committee and Committee on Faith and Order are not proposing
a new Book of Discipline to General Conference 2016. Rather, they offer a significantly re-written portion of Part VI to give
delegates and others an idea what might be
the look and tone of a new edition to be proposed to the 2020 General Conference – an
edition that would be simpler, less subject to
need for adaptation and easier to translate.
Plans are then to send the draft “to all
the annual conferences worldwide to ask

WO R L DW I D E
N AT U R E O F C H U R C H

Proposed to continue the work is
a Committee on the Revision of the
Social Principles for a Worldwide UMC
that would bring a revised “succinct,
theologically and ethically grounded and
relevant” document to General Conference
2020. Included in the proposed process
are public hearings in the jurisdictional
and central conferences during 2018-19.

PLANNING FOR AFRICA

UMNS/MIKE DUBOSE

what is helpful, what needs to change,”
Streiff says. “It will certainly be helpful
for the larger church to see those things
that are not thrown away. Our hope is by
having the consultation process, we get a
better and larger agreement, (so in) 2020
we can celebrate what we have been asked
to do and not enter into a long discussion.”
The goal is to “go into General Conference with the 2016 Book of Discipline (and
then we) need to come out with something
very different.”
Rewriting the Discipline, he believes,
offers “a chance to do some major shifts
where it will raise awareness of what it
means to be a worldwide church, where
essentials are needed to connect us, but
not overregulations that bind us and prevent mission.”
In the 19th century, Streiff says, The
Book of Discipline was extremely slim
for a “very missional church, expanding,
very much connected together in unity.
We need to rediscover and live into such
reality” that would include addressing
problems “relationally rather than adding
regulations.”
A smaller volume would also increase
the likelihood that the same Book of
Discipline would be used across the
denomination. Due to costs and difficulties
of translation, he says, some conferences
are using very outdated editions.
Streiff told his audience at the January
2016 Pre-General Briefing in Portland,
Oregon, that the Central and Southern
Europe Area has an adapted Book of Discipline, used by United Methodists in seven
annual conferences in 16 countries who
speak 10 languages and live in the diverse
cultures of Eastern Europe, Western Europe and North Africa.
“My hope and dream,” he said, “is that
when we get a global or general Book of
Discipline and we get it right and what is
truly essential, we do not need to change it
every four years.
“Honestly, in our central conferences,
we would like to do mission and not just
translate the Discipline.”

Bishop Patrick Streiff

REWRITING THE SOCIAL PRINCIPLES

The General Board of Church and Society is tasked with rewriting the denomination’s Social Principles to make them
“more succinct and theologically relevant.”
From September 2014 to January
2015, the agency and the Rev. L.
Fitzgerald “Gere” Reist II, secretary
of the General Conference, conducted
seven consultations with 193 people
in Democratic Republic of Congo,
Mozambique, Nigeria, Philippines, Czech
Republic and the United States.
According to a report to the Church
and Society directors, the events were
designed to learn “how the Social Principles are implemented in various contexts”
and to see if there is a need for revision “in
light of the increasing worldwide nature of
The United Methodist Church.” Participants considered:
» What role do the current Social Principles play in enhancing the mission
and ministry of The United Methodist
Church?
» How much and/or how well have the
current Social Principles served to
empower mission and ministry in your
conference?
» What might globally relevant Social
Principles look like?
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The rapid growth of The United
Methodist Church in Africa has led to a
call for “a comprehensive collaborative
plan for Africa,” Benedita Penicela
Nhambiu told Pre-General Conference
Briefing attendees. Penicela serves on the
Standing Committee and Connectional
Table and is a member of the Africa
Central Conference. She said the plan,
to be presented in 2020, would propose
increasing the number of episcopal areas
from 13 to 18 and new boundaries for the
central conferences.

PROPOSALS FOR CHANGE, FUNDING

Delegates will consider a petition to
make Malawi a provisional annual conference. For several years, it has been a mission initiative site of the General Board of
Global Ministries – a place where United
Methodism was relatively unknown. They
will also consider creating a provisional
Central Conference for Southeast Asia and
Mongolia that would include the mission
initiatives in Laos, Mongolia, Thailand and
Vietnam, and be a first step toward creating annual conferences in that area.
Central conferences now support
the apportioned Episcopal Fund. Their
support of the General Administration
Fund is proposed with a formula based on
membership and gross domestic product.
Through the Standing Committee,
the Commission on Central Conference
Theological Education is requesting $5
million for the coming quadrennium.
The Rev. Kathy Noble is editor of Interpreter
and Interpreter OnLine.
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s we planned and prepared this issue of Interpreter, we
knew we would include the official report on the State
of the Church. There would be stories illustrating
progress on the Four Areas of Focus and the Vital
Congregations initiative as well as examples of local
churches working together and with the support
of general agencies to make world-transforming
disciples of Jesus Christ.
We wanted also to offer you the perspectives of some laity whose leadership in their congregations and
beyond gives them perspectives that are both local and global.
Accepting the invitation were the people who will deliver the
Laity Address and the Young Peoples’ Address at General Conference 2016 in Portland, Oregon, in May. The opinions they
express in their essays are their own.

LAITY ADDRESS
34

» Courtney Fowler, Manhattan, Kansas, Great Plains
Conference lay leader.
» Brian Hammons, Springfield, Missouri, Missouri
Conference lay leader.
» Warren Harper, Williamsburg, Virginia, Virginia
Conference lay leader.
» Scott Johnson, Buffalo, New York, Upper New
York Conference lay leader.
» Simon Mafunda, Harare, Zimbabwe, Zimbabwe
East Conference lay leader.
» Holly Neal, Crossville, Tennessee, Tennessee
Conference lay leader.

YOUNG PEOPLE’S ADDRESS

» Peter Cibuabua, Kinshasa, Democratic Republic
of Congo, one of three young adult leaders of the
third African Annual Summit.
» Chelsea Spyres, Detroit, Michigan, Global Mission
Fellow US-2.

All plenary sessions of General Conference, including
the Laity Address and the Young People’s Address, will be
streamed live at GC2016.umc.org and on the mobile app. Watch
the Laity Address at 8:45 a.m. PDT on Friday, May 13, and the
Young People’s Address at 8:45 a.m. PDT on Saturday, May 14.
The Rev. Kathy Noble, Interpreter editor
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God unites us
BY PETER CIBUABUA

I speak of the State of the Church in Democratic Republic of
Congo, believing that God is powerfully at work in a similar
way around the world. The church is growing in the world in
terms of evangelism and membership. Each year in Africa,
particularly in Congo, there are places the church has never
before reached with new congregations because pastors and lay
people are passionate to share
the Gospel of Jesus with others
and willing to sacrifice to do so.
In Congo, the church develops new leadership through
trainings and is engaged in
ministry with the poor through
schools, medical centers, nutrition centers and opportunities
that empower the local people
and enable them to support
themselves even when resources
are limited. Agencies such as
United Methodist Communications, Discipleship Ministries
and the General Board of Global
Ministries partner with Congo
leaders to accomplish many of
Peter Cibuabua
these ministries.
The church makes efforts to alleviate poverty and deadly
diseases, such as malaria in Congo and Ebola virus in West
Africa. Millions of bed nets were distributed by the United
Methodist Committee on Relief for prevention against malaria.
Coordinated efforts from church doctors and prayers from all
Christians worked effectively and were sufficient to stop the
Ebola outbreak in West Africa.
The church sends missionaries and training pastors to
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. The church teaches
love, which influences many to manifest good hearts of giving
compassion and care for others in disasters, such as Typhoon
Glenda in the Philippines and everywhere.
In the United States and other parts of the world, unfortunately, people desert the church. The love of God is not strong.
Many of the members and even leaders have lost the passion,
joy and hunger for serving God. Such places need a revival of
God’s Spirit. The church is also facing a challenge of incomprehension of doctrine and regulations from The Book of Discipline,
which confuses many, especially in other cultures. For example,
disagreement around homosexuality is a phenomenon that
might divide the church.
COURTESY PHOTO

LAITY OFFER
THOUGHTS ON
STATE OF THE
CHURCH
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A dif ferent vision
BY COURTNEY FOWLER

When it comes to the traditional “church
experience,” United Methodists are
bombarded constantly with the message
that we are in decline as a church and
as a denomination. From Pew Research
statistical analyses of declining church
participation to anecdotal news stories
comparing worship attendance to a
CrossFit workout, the future appears
dim. This negative messaging continues
in news media, breaking down our
country into red and blue states and
divisive viewpoints. It all suggests despair
for The United Methodist Church. It is
depressing to consider such a negative
outlook and suspicious worldview.
However, to see the work to which
God is calling us in the world requires
a different vision and an intentional
choice to be part of this work. Through
this vision, I see so many folks —
United Methodists — answering God’s
call to faith, love and action and the
transforming impact our church is
making in so many communities.
As United Methodists from Kansas
and Nebraska, though our geography
makes us neighbors, it’s our mutual
calling to be the hands and feet of Jesus
Christ that unites us in our mission, and

Terrorism is a defeatist ideology
that calls for spilling of the blood of
innocent women and defenseless
children. Through terrorism we
have witnessed thousands of people
being killed throughout the world.
We have seen hundreds of girls being
kidnapped by Boko Haram in Nigeria.
Wars have ravaged the world surface,
causing suffering and terror. Millions
of people are dying in Syria, Congo
and other parts of the world; hence
many children have become orphans
or are illiterate.
The Bible unites us to live as a
global church where material resources and human resources should be put
together for global development. As a
church, we cannot ignore the environmental facts in the world in which
we live: pollution of water and air,
loss of biodiversity and public health
issues make us vulnerable to disasters and tragedies now and in future.
Furthermore, we face the dilemma of
resources that block the development,
support and building of infrastructure
in Africa.
It is time to put our little differences aside and forge ahead for the
betterment of humanity. Let us work
together, deny ourselves, take the
cross of Jesus as we preach and live
the gospel together and pray together
binding our hands and hearts across
generations and differences to engage
in vital witness and mission for Jesus
Christ in all our communities.
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Peter Cibuabua is one of the African
young adult leaders of the third African
Annual Summit and secretary of the
youth in the West Congo Conference. A
civil engineer, he is president of the youth
and evangelist in The United Methodist
International English Church in Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Courtney Fowler

for that, I’m so thankful. In 2015 alone, I
have been privileged to witness the amazing work that God is blessing in the Great
Plains Conference. It includes:
» The tireless efforts of many United
Methodists in Nebraska to bring a
legislative end to capital punishment
— leading us to new discussions
on restorative justice, healing and
compassion.
» More than 40 church communities
throughout the two states – each
committed to hosting a Syrian refugee
family, despite heated media and
political rhetoric.
» A tiny, rural church in western
Kansas, with an average weekly
attendance of 22 people, contributing
$10,000 to the endowment to support the pastor of a Native American
ministry in another conference,
demonstrating that even the smallest
churches recognize their call to mission and the difference they can make
in bridging diversity.
These combined efforts have led to an
amazing, transforming impact — a different vision indeed!
Even as I celebrate these and other efforts, I remain fully aware of the challenges that lay before us in The United Methodist Church. I know these challenges are
real, and for so many, they are personal.
As we approach General Conference,
they even appear somewhat daunting.
However, God, as always, remains at work
through our love, faith and prayers. I’m
glad my eyes are open to it!
Courtney Fowler is the first lay leader of the
Great Plains Conference and the first elected
lay delegate to General Conference 2016.
She lives in Manhattan, Kansas, with her
husband and two daughters and is a member
of College Avenue United Methodist Church.
She works as a media coordinator.
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‘I am excited to be
United Methodist’
BY BRIAN HAMMONS
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A new day
of choices
B Y WA R R E N H A R P E R

“It is now that I must make a choice.
Because of Calvary, I’m free to choose. And
so I choose. ...”
– Max Lucado, When God Whispers
Your Name

What does it mean to choose as United
Methodists in 2016? Why do we have to
choose? We choose to love as Jesus Christ
taught us to love. As I donned my little
blue choir robe as a child to sing, “Jesus
loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells
me so,” I was developing a life defined by
giving for the glory of God. So where are
we now?
We are within an organization called
The United Methodist Church facing a
new day full of excitement for the word of
Jesus in the lives of our neighbors – neighbors who possibly have forgotten their
faith, or maybe never knew Jesus at all. A
new day of choices.
We are not proclaiming the gospel
strongly enough outside the body. We are
not welcoming with truly open arms. We
are not, as a total church, leading people to
commit their lives to God through baptism
by water and the Spirit and profession of
faith in Jesus Christ. We find ourselves
struggling to nurture persons in Christian
living through worship, sacraments, spiritual disciplines and other means of grace.
We fall short in sending people into the
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attention, energy and resources
I’m EXCITED to be a United
toward healthier local churches
Methodist Christian!
and annual conferences that are
In pondering the state of the
united in doctrine, discipline,
church today, I say that first.
connectional mission and coveBecause recalling and affirming
nantal unity.
the many ways God has worked
Finally, United Methodism
and is now moving through our
is distracted today by differing
United Methodist connection
ideas on human sexuality. This
makes me thankful and brings
reflects the recent cultural
me hope.
debate in the United States.
Yes, we have challenges
Brian Hammons
For many this is the primary
ahead. Sometimes it seems
issue that needs to be resolved. While
that, like the churches in Revelation 2-3,
I’m anxious about how the church can do
we’ve neglected our first love and become
that, I’m trusting in God and hopeful that
lukewarm. Sometimes we’ve reflected
the United Methodist movement will see
unhealthy practices of the culture around
the light of Christ in this wilderness – a
us. The result is a denomination declinrenewal of spirit, faithfulness, witness and
ing in the United States, distracted from
growth. We need to affirm the positive, solits mission, losing relevance to a culture
id faith we share, reducing emphasis upon
desperately needing its message of both
issues that can overshadow our mission
grace and truth.
(“the main thing”).
Ah, but I’m still excited to be a United
Methodist. Despite all the challenges, God
As Wesleyan Christians, we have the
is working in some amazing ways. Many
right theology of grace and truth. We have
local congregations are reaching out and
a proven, powerful network to follow Jesus
making disciples of Jesus Christ. They are
in feeding, healing, teaching and comhealthy, growing and vital to their local
forting those in need. And we have vast
communities. They are led by clergy and
resources, including spiritually engaged
lay leaders who are Christ-centered, spirleaders and congregations who are transitually engaged and focused upon loving
forming lives in places all over the world.
God and loving their neighbor. United
I do believe that God is not yet finished
Methodism has a great number of these
with “a people called Methodist.” Yes, I
exemplary, fruitful congregations. Many
have hope. Yes, I believe that God’s Spirit
are in Africa and the Philippines, while
is very much alive and moving, connecting
many are in the United States.
our past with a hope-filled future. Yes,
Still, too many congregations strugI’m still excited to be a United Methodist
gle to reach changing communities and
Christian!
younger generations. Our denomination’s
organizational system is bureaucratic
Brian Hammons is a member of Schweitzer
with perceived power at “higher” levels –
United Methodist Church in Springfield,
conferences, general agencies, councils. If
Missouri. A delegate to General Conference
we want the United Methodist movement
2016, he has served as Missouri Conference lay
to recover and grow, we must embrace
leader since 2008. He leads Hammon Products
the “adaptive challenge” to redirect our
Company, a unique black walnut nut business.

I
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Warren Harper

Warren Harper and his wife, Sandy, are
members of Wellspring United Methodist
Church in Williamsburg, Virginia. He has
been Virginia Conference lay leader since
2012 and filled the same role in the New Jersey Conference from 1996 to 2000. He will be
a delegate to General Conference 2016.

Reasons for hope
BY SCOTT JOHNSON

It is difficult to assess the state of the
church at this moment because different
criteria will yield different conclusions.
Too many things are going well to declare
the church dead or irrelevant. However,
with significant challenges before the
church, it would be inaccurate to suggest
that our bright spots make us strong
or healthy. I believe the state of our
denomination is fragile, but the people
called United Methodist have many
reasons for hope.
The primary reason for this optimism
is that the church is starting to see the
fruit of the vital congregations’ movement.
My annual conference and my city have
examples of churches that are transforming lives by authentically living the
mission of Jesus. This story is happening
in similar ways throughout the connection. Seeing some positive outcomes does
not mean that we have solved our problems, but seeing congregations producing
results because of this work is a reason for
excitement and hope. Helping ineffective
churches move toward vitality or end
well is critical to the future of the United
Methodist movement. The habits that led
to our declines could easily counteract this
progress.
Other challenges threaten our denomination’s very existence. Unless brothers
and sisters embrace the truth of discipleship, our churches cannot minister
to communities effectively. For too long,
some members of our congregations have
embraced the entertainment or fellowship church life offers without answering
their calls to ministry. Additionally, we
must strive to make the church truly
global, allowing brothers and sisters from
outside the United States opportunities
to participate fully in denominational life
while honoring their cultural and national
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world to live, love and justly lift the name
of Jesus Christ before all equally.
In an organization facing choices,
God’s choice is for all of us to love as Jesus
taught us. We have committed ourselves
to be in ministry with all people, as we,
in faithfulness to the gospel, seek to grow
in mutual love and trust. The state of the
church depends on God’s choice for us.
Already made. A God choice.
As we engage in prayers, conversations,
Bible studies, power struggles, ill feelings,
anger, distrust, without listening for God’s
voice, God’s choice will not mean a thing.
All is noise, without hearing God’s choice
first. Are we to continue with one eye shut
as we walk the streets of our communities, our world? Is my closed eye destined
to block out what you envision as God’s
choice? Do we choose Wesley’s Christian
conferencing with God as facilitator?
I’m free to choose. I choose The United
Methodist Church with God leading us.
First!

Scott L. Johnson

contexts. The debate over church teaching
and policies around human sexuality continues to drive many away, no matter what
decisions we make.
I trust that God’s eyes and hands are
still on us. Remembering the core truths of
who we are and listening to the leading of
our Lord will guide The United Methodist
Church through these challenging times.
For that reason, we should always have
hope. The world will respond to a church
that glorifies and reflects its Lord, going to
the hurting and the lost with relevant help
and the truth of a loving God. This is how
we will move beyond our current state of
fragility to the place of strength.
Scott Johnson has served as lay leader of the
Upper New York Conference since 2010 and
is a delegate to General Conference 2016. An
administrator and professor at SUNY-Buffalo State, Johnson is a member of First United
Methodist Church in Buffalo, New York.
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‘T he f uture is
very bright ’
BY SIMON MAFUNDA
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I write to express my opinion on the
state of the church as we go to General
Conference 2016. What is happening in
the church in general and The United
Methodist Church, in particular, is
nothing new or unusual. A careful tracing
of the history of the early church confirms
that whatever is happening now is not
something that should surprise the people
of faith.
The United Methodist Church is at the
“crossroads” (Jeremiah 6:16). We are faced
with serious persecution for our time.
Religious hostilities in the world over
have not spared The United Methodist
Church. Christians in West Africa are
being killed and tortured everyday for
their faith. Extremist religious groups
are causing
untold
suffering
and terror
in countries
like Nigeria
and in
some parts
of central
Africa,
including
Kenya,
Ethiopia,
Rwanda and
others. In
America,
pressure
has been
mounting
Simon Mafunda
on issues
of human sexuality that has resulted in
hatred and irreconcilable relationships in
some quarters and in others leaving the
church. For me, all this is some kind of
persecution.

When the early church suffered the
same kind of persecution, the flame of
evangelism grew bigger. Men and women
of great faith did not go into hibernation
or leave their churches but boldly carried
the banner of Christ. Those persecuting
them did not realize that people of faith
were like seeds. When they thought they
had buried them, they germinated in even
greater numbers. As The United Methodist Church stands at the crossroads today,
it will take great men and women of faith,
bishops and pastors, lay leaders and those
who are prepared to listen to God’s word
to “ask for the old paths, where the good
way is” (Jeremiah 6:16b, NKJV), and God
will show us.
The demand for the services of the
church in the world around us far outweighs the time and resources that the
church is expending on issues of differences in opinion. There are far too many
naked people to be clothed, far too many
hungry people to be fed, far too many to
be healed, far too many to receive Jesus
Christ as their personal savior. It is time to
come out of our comfort zones and make
Christ known. There is a clear way for the
church to go, but it takes listening to God.
It must be remembered that we live in an
era of political polarization where shouting matches often drown out genuine
conversation and reasoned discussion.
The future of The United Methodist
Church is very bright.
Simon Mafunda is in his eighth year as
lay leader of the Zimbabwe East Conference,
where he and his wife, Hannah, are members of Chiisipiti (“Water of Life”) United
Methodist Church in Harare. The father of
two and grandfather of one, Mafunda runs an
automobile maintenance business.
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Emphasize
WITH*
BY CHELSEA SPYRES

With conversation in The United Methodist Church surrounding low church attendance and dying congregations, it would be
easy to say that the state of the church is
not so great. That is not how I see it.
When I think about the overall picture
of the church, I am encouraged and full of
hope. Sure there are places where we are
falling short as a denomination, but there
are many places that are full of vitality. We
are at a point in history where we have a
choice to make. Are we going to focus on
numbers and what we would historically
think of as things necessary to survive,
or are we going to focus on relationship
building and programs that are changing
the world? Are we going to invest our time,
energy and financial resources in “membership” and buildings or in making disciples for the transformation of the world?
That is what we are about, right?
When I talk to young United Methodists and when I look at my own faith
journey, transformation is what keeps me
and others coming back. It is transformation that God calls us to, that makes
me excited for the work of both the local
and global church. I see transformation
on a local level as local United Methodist
congregations fight alongside the people
in Flint, Michigan, in the midst of a water
crisis. And I see transformation on a global

A
W

‘Fear not! I am
with you! ’

Chelsea Spyres

level as the General Board of Global Ministries continues to equip and send young
adult missionaries to be in ministry WITH
others. It is this type of ministry – ministry WITH others – that is transformational. Ministry WITH calls us to listen first;
it calls us to learn each other’s stories; and
it calls us to work together, combining our
strengths and recognizing what we need
in order to compensate for where we fall
short. Ministry WITH is more focused on
relationships than buildings and that continues to give me hope for the church.
The United Methodist Church does
not look so great if we continue to speak
before we listen or think that we have the
only right way. But when we begin to take
time to hear one another, to learn from our
past and listen to new voices moving us
into the future, to build relationships and
love before anything else, the church will
really begin to look like the kin-dom here
on earth. May we continue to work together to serve and to love as God calls us to do.
Chelsea Spyres is in her second year as a
Global Mission Fellow US-2 in Detroit, Michigan, at the NOAH (Networking, Organizing
and Advocating for the Homeless) Project.
Growing up in Newark, Delaware, she attended Newark United Methodist Church. She
has a Bachelor of Science degree in human
services from the University of Delaware.

As we move further into 2016 and march
toward General Conference, I find myself
living in the tension between the loud
voices of our world and the still, small
faithful voice of God. I believe as United
Methodists, we live in this same tension.
To which voice will I (we) choose to
listen? The voice of fear, which seems
prevalent in our world and within our
church? The voice of God’s truth?
As we completed the Advent season,
I remembered all the times the heavenly messengers arrived on the scene and

Holly Neal

the first thing they said was, “Fear not.”
I believe our Lord is speaking this same
message to us United Methodists. “Fear
not! I am with you.”
We listened to God’s voice to “fear not”
as our leaders challenged our denomina-
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tion to tackle the killer disease of malaria.
As United Methodists, many of us accepted this challenge and worked together to
save lives in Africa.
I find myself hopeful for General Conference. I look forward to joining others as
we set aside intentional time to seek God’s
word and way for our personal lives as well
as our denomination. I hope that we will
participate in praying and fasting each
Friday through General Conference.
I pray that during this special time
in the church, we will be mobilized to
“Therefore, Go” just like the theme for
General Conference. I pray that we will
not wait for General Conference to “Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you. And remember, I
am with you always, to the end of the age”
(Matthew 28:19-20, NRSV).
Holly Neal has served as lay leader of the
Tennessee Conference since 2012 and is
a delegate to General Conference 2016. A
member of Fairfield Glade United Methodist
Church in Crossville, Tennessee, she is
executive director of the Cumberland County
United Fund.
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RELIGION AND RACE
HELPS CHURCHES
CROSS-CULTURE
MINISTRY
BY SOPHIA AGTARAP

bia in Gaithersburg, Maryland, received a
grant. Historically a predominantly white
church, the congregation has grown and
is now a thriving interethnic congregation
with cross-cultural leadership.
“We are an intentionally multicultural,
multilingual community, with our largest
populations being white,
African American, new
African immigrants and
new Latin immigrants,”
says the Rev. Jennifer
Fenner, Epworth pastor.

SHARING A VISION

In 2010, Fenner came
on staff as a mission
intern through the
General Board of Global Ministries, together
with the Rev. Yolanda
Participants give a presentation during a training session in Baguio,
Pupo-Ortiz, now pastor
Philippines, on making the church relevant.
emerita. The church then
are trying to change the narrative so that
offered one English, one Spanish and one
every person and congregation is equipped
bilingual Holy Communion service each
and prepared and ready to embrace a
month. They have since added weekly
cross-cultural ministry experience.”
English-language services in traditional
Erin Hawkins, GCORR general
and contemporary formats and a contemsecretary, sees her agency as a resource
porary Spanish-language service every
provider for those who want to be in relaSunday, to respond to community needs.
tionship with their community. She is exReligion and Race, Fenner says, “has
cited about the commission’s work in the
been instrumental in allowing us to be
central conferences. “It’s not just because
creative in how we reach youth and the
communities surrounding the church, and we’re a global church,” Hawkins says, “but
because much of what’s happening outside
has always been at the forefront of intentionality in multicultural and intercultural the United States is impacting us here in
ministry and understanding its challenges. the U.S. That work feels more holistic,
COURTESY PHOTO
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HOW DO WE ENGAGE and build bridges in
our local community? How can the church
be relevant in today’s culture? How can we
equip leaders with the skills and awareness to build relationships across cultures
and develop authentic relationships that
transform lives, churches and communities? How do we embrace diversity as a
way of being?
The General Commission on Religion
and Race (GCORR), along with local
United Methodist churches, districts and
annual conferences, is exploring these
questions.
GCORR is more than the monitoring
agency it was first set out to be. Created by
The United Methodist Church in 1968 to
hold the church accountable in matters of
racial equity and justice, the commission
continues to evolve. Today, it invites and
leads the church into new conversations
about relevance and God’s call to serve a
world that is far different from when it
began its work.
The CORR Action Fund is one way
Religion and Race leads the church into
new conversations. In 2014, the commission awarded more than $1.2 million in
grants to fund bold, innovative initiatives
across congregations, annual conferences,
jurisdictions and central conferences and
seminaries. These efforts also increase intercultural competency and conversations
about race, cultural diversity and systemic
equity leading to action.
Epworth United Methodist Church,
located just outside the District of Colum-

“GCORR gets all of that. They have
caught a vision for reaching younger folks
and engaging with the community, and
have been at the forefront of supporting
that,” Fenner remarks. “It has been very
helpful to have an agency of the church
that not only provides funding, but also
provides leadership around the very issues
that are affecting [our] community.”
The Rev. Amy Stapleton, the agency’s
team leader for organizational accountability, agrees. “There is a gap between the
church and changing demographics of our
communities, and we are in such a unique
time in the history of the world, to be able
to equip and resource the church in areas
of intercultural competency, and stand in
that gap.”
“The U.S. church is 95 percent white,
according to the General Council on Finance and Administration,” she adds. “We
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more complete, more of what the church is
supposed to be.”

PHILIPPINES ALSO BENEFITS

WILL CONTINUE
UNTIL NONE ARE
TRAFFICKED
BY EMILY SNELL

“WHO HAS PARTICIPATED in bringing this
service to me?”
That’s a question Susie Johnson encourages people to ask themselves when
considering how their lives might be perpetuating the cycle of human trafficking.
“We all have a personal responsibility
in human trafficking and its continued
existence, whether it’s because we want a
$10 manicure or a meal at Red Lobster or
cheap clothing,” says Johnson, the United
Methodist Women executive for public
policy.

Johnson has been at the forefront
of United Methodist Women’s human
trafficking initiatives since 1999 when she
began serving in the agency’s public policy
office in Washington, D.C.
“Our mission is that we believe that
everybody has a right to live as whole
persons through Jesus Christ,” she said.
“Those who are at risk of labor and sexual
exploitation are denied that opportunity.”
With that truth in mind, Johnson
created a human trafficking team in 2009,
which received specialized training from

United Methodist Women from Trinity United Methodist Church in Gainesvillle, Florida, demonstrated the
huddle to intercept human trafficking during a November 2014 district meeting.

COURTESY MARIE SAMEC

In the Baguio Episcopal Area of Philippines, grant funds are creating a communications resource center for approximately
25 youth and adults to learn and interact
with people from different cultures, ages
and economic backgrounds through multimedia productions.
“Half of the group is undergoing
training in intercultural understanding
with special attention on how to reach the
younger generation and the unchurched,”
says Ernani Celzo, a member of Baguio
United Methodist Church. The grant
creates space for indigenous church media
artists, cultural performers and storytellers to have access to learn, record, share
and advocate using technologies funded
through Religion and Race.
The Rev. Giovanni Arroyo, GCORR team
leader for program ministries, sees a shift
from a monocultural understanding to embracing a community’s reality and making
it the church’s reality. “This is a transition
of who we are,” Arroyo reflects. “We are
no longer the church we used to be, but as
an agency, we are committed to helping
the church understand the dynamics of
multiculturalism and build leaders who
can work in any context or reality.”
Through training, consulting and a
host of resources, GCORR is equipping
local churches, districts and conferences
to be spaces where everyone can see
themselves as relevant to the needs of the
people in their communities.
“The General Commission on Religion
and Race,” Hawkins says, “is here to
help those who recognize the shifting
demographics in our churches, and
is ready to assist those congregations
without the same capacity to reach nondominant, non-upper- or middle-class
communities.”
Sophia Agtarap is a freelance writer and
communications consultant and trainer
based in Nashville, Tennessee.
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INVOLVING MEN IN THE CAMPAIGN

“One of the biggest things we do every
year is Intercept Human Trafficking,”
said Rita Smith, a member of the human
trafficking team who first became involved
in 2009 when she served as the Northern
Illinois Conference social action coordinator.
“The week before Super Bowl Sunday,
we go downtown at lunch hour,” Smith explained. “We walk around the whole block
and pass out fliers to people.
“Then we go into (First United Methodist Church at) the Chicago Temple and
have a little worship service.”
One main goal of the Super Bowl campaign, according to Johnson, is to involve
men in the fight against trafficking.
“Men must be part of the conversation,” she said. “We wanted to create an
opportunity that would engage men as
learners, activists, and supporters.”

RITA L. SMITH

government entities, non-government
agencies, and survivors of human trafficking. “They were given tools and information with the charge that they would go
back and share that information not only
with United Methodist Women but also as
a part of a community,” Johnson said.
Yvette Richards, president of United
Methodist Women, became involved with
the human trafficking efforts when Johnson asked her to join the Intercept Human
Trafficking Super Bowl campaign in 2009.
As “a huge NFL fan,” Richards decided
she needed to get involved. “Our research
showed that the highest level of human
trafficking happens around the Super
Bowl.”
Each year prior to the Super Bowl,
UMW partners with church and community agencies in the host city to raise
awareness and engage people with the
issue, Richards said.
Churches across the nation participate
in UMW’s Intercept Human Trafficking
campaign each by raising awareness
through themed photographs or by hosting
events to get the community involved.

Vasja Parma, spiritual growth coordinator for
United Methodist Women in the Northern Illinois
Conference, leads worship following a march
against human trafficking in Chicago in 2015.

Trinity United Methodist Church
in Gainesville, Florida., began engaging
with the issue in 2011. Since then, Marie
Samec, chair of Trinity’s UMW Human
Trafficking Committee, and others have
also been educating the community on the
issues surrounding human trafficking.
Early on, Samec said they met a
survivor who deeply impacted them. The
young woman, who was then in college
and seeking help for post traumatic stress
disorder, had been sold into sex trafficking
by her stepfather as an 11-year-old but was
able to escape as a teenager.
“We’ve learned that every single case is
unique and needs are unique,” Samec said.
“It’s more complex than we imagined.”
In May 2013, Samec’s group and their
community partners formed the Alachua
County Coalition Against Human Trafficking, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization
with big plans for the future, including a
short-term shelter and a long-term recovery center.
“I know for a fact this has been a
God-driven path,” Samec said. “I never
could have imagined doing this on my
own.”
Johnson emphasized the importance
of involving survivors in the process of
spreading awareness.
“Those who are victimized will tell you,
‘I’m not a victim. At all stages of trauma, I am surviving.’” Johnson said. “We
believe we can work most effectively with
organizations that allow survivors to speak
and be the voice through which others are
educated.”
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For women who feel overwhelmed
by the magnitude of this issue, Johnson
encourages them to start with the basics.
“John Wesley believed in knowledge,
so the first thing we want to do is increase
their knowledge,” she said, pointing them
to resources such as the guidebook on
UMW’s website, www.unitedmethodistwomen.org.
Johnson recommends that women
partner with agencies in their communities who are “already engaged in this
work.” Every organization has different
needs, she said, so it’s important to ask
them what would be most helpful.
“Be creative in facilitating the kinds
of connections and engagements that will
meet local needs,” she said. “Find volunteer opportunities where they can be the
hands that lead to healing.”
Beyond service, Johnson reminds
people that legal action is also crucial to
bringing change.
“It is only through policy changes that
real possibilities to end this crime exist,”
she said. “We deal with the root causes
through policy and through action.”
The church plays an important role in
the many aspects of ending human trafficking. Richards encouraged churchgoers
to “be willing to go out, be willing to help,
be willing to speak up” and also “be willing
to open our doors and not make people feel
ashamed when they have been violated or
when an injustice has taken place.”
“A change has to come,” Richards said.
“God has made us all special, and this is
no way for a person to be treated. We are
all God’s children, and we need to protect
each other.”
Emily Snell is a young adult freelance writer
living in Nashville, Tennessee. She writes regularly for Interpreter and other publications.
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WESLEYAN BUILDING
BROTHERS CREATES
WHEN GIL HANKE AGREED to participate in
Building Brothers, he never imagined that
he would still be e-meeting with the same
men six years later.
As general secretary of the General
Commission on United Methodist Men,
Hanke joined the group – which included
Dan Schaffer, author of the book Spiritual
Fathers – to determine how to modify it for
The United Methodist Church.
“It’s created a very close bond [among]
the members of our group,” Hanke said.
“When there is joy in one of our lives, we
all celebrate that. When there is concern,
when there is pain, we share that. That
kind of community is what men really
need, where they can be honest with one
another and talk about where they are in
their relationship with Christ on a weekly
basis.
“I had no expectation of staying in this
group longer than a year. In fact, I wasn’t
sure I could make it a year,” Hanke admitted. “It didn’t take long for me to realize
this is something I want to stick with.”
Building Brothers works with local churches to help men grow in their
relationships with God, become servant
leaders and develop into spiritual fathers
who help reproduce that spirit of Christlikeness in other men.
In adapting the material to offer a
more Wesleyan focus, Hanke said United
Methodist Men has been intentional about
checking with Schaffer, whose book serves
as the main curriculum, “to make sure we
are walking a line that he’s comfortable
with.”
David Bean, a men’s ministry specialist
at Culpeper (Virginia) United Methodist

COURTESY DAVID BEAN

BY EMILY SNELL

David Bean (right) prepares to introduce Wesleyan
Building Brothers to a gathering of men from the
Methodist Church in Cuba. Several years ago,
Bean introduced the program — endorsed by United Methodist Men — to his congregation.

Church, became familiar with the Building
Brothers process in 2007 at the Virginia
Annual Conference.
“I felt the truth in there,” Bean said
about the teaching he found in Schaffer’s
book. “This is something very important
that we need men to be involved in.”
When the church started the program
in September 2009, nine men joined Bean
in the first generation. Now, five generations later, 64 men have gone through the
process.

‘SERVANT LEADERS’

“What it’s doing for our church is
pretty amazing,” he said. “Most of the men
are in some type of ministry or leadership.
They have stepped into their role of being
what we call servant leaders.”
Dan Obarski, who has been attending Culpeper since 2013, has benefited
from participating in Wesleyan Building
Brothers.
Obarski, who joined the fourth generation at Culpeper in 2015, said his wife and
children would be the best people to ask
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about how participating in the group has
shaped him.
“I am a completely different man after
the Building Brothers process than I was
prior to,” he said. “I was very worldly and a
self-involved, driven individual prior to us
going to CUMC and me going to Building
Brothers. Now I’m the last person I think
of. It’s not because of a mindset; it’s a heart
change.”
Hanke said the length of the training
can make men hesitant to join, so rather
than expecting an immediate one-year
commitment, he encourages men to meet
for 12 weeks and then reevaluate.
“Invariably, when they do that, they
build a community of men that hold each
other accountable, that are serious about
their relationship with Jesus Christ, and
because of that community and because of
the transformational power of intentionally seeking Christ in their lives, it continues,” Hanke said.
Bean agreed, saying the Wesleyan
Building Brothers model is “not a quick
fix” but “a process.”
“It’s really the best way to create disciples because it lasts,” Bean said, noting
Jesus’ ministry with his disciples serves as
a model. “This is something that’s proven
to be a lasting thing for men to become
what God wants them to become and to do
the thing he’s asked you to do, to fulfill who
you are.”

‘VERY OVERWHELMING, VERY
HUMBLING’

Wesleyan Building Brothers is one
of several tools that United Methodist
Men offers to local churches, Hanke said,
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Emily Snell is a freelance writer in Nashville,
Tennessee.

FOR CHURCHGOERS,
TREASURES FROM THE
BY HEATHER HAHN
JUST SIX DAYS before his death, John Wesley roused himself to write one last letter.
The 87-year-old’s goal: To encourage a
fellow abolitionist to keep the faith in the
fight against slavery.
“O be not weary of well doing!”
Methodism’s founder wrote to William
Wilberforce, the famed abolitionist in the
British Parliament. “Go on, in the name of
God and in the power of his might, till even
American slavery (the vilest that ever saw
the sun) shall vanish away before it.”
Wesley’s original letter is one of the
treasures preserved in the vaults of the
General Commission on Archives and History in Madison, New Jersey.
The agency, housed at United Methodist-related Drew
University, offers materials —
like that letter — that connect
church members with their
Wesleyan heritage.
“We’re the family album of
The United Methodist Church,”
said the Rev. Alfred T. Day III,
general secretary since 2014.
Like any good family album,
the archives provide a tangible
connection to previous generations, a reminder of some great
vacation spots and a source of
comfort in changing times.
UMCOM/FRAN WALSH

44

pointing to such resources as a benefit of
the larger church connection.
“Having it connected through the General Commission, we now have people that
are willing and able to help local churches
get this started, who are willing to help
mentor and coach folks along the way,”
Hanke said.
Obarski said the relationships
he has formed with other men in
the church is the best thing about
Wesleyan Building Brothers.
“You form very strong emotional
bonds,” he said. “I had rotator cuff surgery
about a month ago. Then, two weeks ago,
I had an emergency gall bladder removal. Guys just came out of the woodwork
asking if they could help – offering to move
snow out of my driveway, take care of my
kids. It’s very overwhelming, very humbling.
“When you get into Building Brothers, you end up with relationships and
friendships with men who are pursuing
servant leadership and spiritual fatherhood,” Obarski said. “I think the relationships hold you to an accountability, and
that drives you to continue to focus more
on godly needs and desires than on earthly
needs and earthly desires.”
After Wesleyan Building Brothers was
in place at Culpeper, Bean and his wife,
Karen, began leading mission teams to
Cuba, which opened doors for Bean to
share the process with church leaders.
Bean has taken numerous trips to Cuba
to train groups on how the ministry might
benefit them.
In fact, the national men’s ministry
president in Cuba invited Bean to speak
to almost 600 men in October 2015. Each
man who attended the event received
a copy of Spiritual Fathers, which Bean
worked to have translated into Spanish.
“If I hadn’t said ‘yes’ to what God was
calling me to in starting a relationship
with nine guys, none of this would’ve happened,” Bean said. “That’s how God works.
God is just too good.”

The Rev. Alfred T. Day III discusses
some of the treasures in the United
Methodist “family album” kept by
the General Commission on Archives
and History. Day is general secretary
of the agency.
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Day and his five colleagues at the
agency want to make the album’s contents
as accessible as possible to scholars and
church members. Descriptions of content
are available online at www.gcah.org.
The agency also works closely with
Drew University’s Methodist collection,
which officially owns Wesley’s last letter,
and shares vault space with Archives and
History.
“We are not just people interested
in collecting stuff and putting things on
shelves,” Day said.
“We are also interested in making sure
the denomination is aware of what we
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have and exactly what impact it has on
being United Methodist today.”
Here are some of the ways Archives
and History can help United Methodists
get to know their family.

Are you researching your family’s
Wesleyan roots? If you have an ancestor
who was a full-time ordained minister
or missionary in The United Methodist
Church or one of its predecessor bodies,
Archives and History can help.
The agency’s collection of conference
journals includes clergy members’ official
obituaries and an online index of clergy
obituaries that goes back to the 1780s.
Archives and History also has
obituaries for many of the church’s
missionaries from the United States as
well as the reports they filed about their
work. Those reports often include key
events such as the birth of children, as well
as accounts of the trials they endured for
their faith.
In some cases, the agency can supply
photographs of missionary families or
missionaries’ applications.
Copies of these documents are
available by completing the agency’s
genealogical research form online. Fees
for scanning missionaries’ documents of
more than eight pages may apply. Copies
of official clergy obituaries cost $5.
“I think archives can validate lives,
even if it’s just three sentences in a conference journal that says so-and-so served as
a minister or a minister’s spouse and [was]
dedicated to the church,” said Frances
Lyons-Bristol, the agency’s reference
archivist. “All these things add to the story
and remind us from whence we came.”

IDEAS FOR PILGRIMAGES

Are you looking for new places to
visit? Archives and History offers a
traveler’s guide to the denomination’s
Heritage Landmarks. General
Conference has designated these 46 sites
as “specifically related to significant
events, developments or personalities

UMCOM/FRAN WALSH
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Archivsit Dale Patterson shows part of the twomile-long collection of records maintained by the
General Commission on Archives and History.

in the overall history of The United
Methodist Church or its antecedents.”
The sites include Barratt’s Chapel and
Museum in Frederica, Delaware, the scene
of the first meeting between Methodism
pioneers Thomas Coke and Francis
Asbury, and a cluster of sites in Deadwood,
South Dakota, where a Methodist preacher
brought the gospel to gold prospectors.
Heritage Landmarks are not limited
to the United States. They also include
the College of West Africa in Monrovia,
Liberia; the Mary Johnston Hospital in
Manila, Philippines; and Old Mutare
Mission in Zimbabwe.
“Each one of these places captures some
aspect of our United Methodist heritage,”
said L. Dale Patterson, the agency’s archivist and records administrator. “We even
include directions on how to get there.”

COMFORT IN CHANGING TIMES

Is your local congregation undergoing
change or struggle? In times of difficulty
or uncertainty, church records can be a
comfort.
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Day suggests that churches not wait
for major anniversaries to display the
photographs and other artifacts that tell
the story of their ministry. Instead, he
recommends that congregations assemble
what he calls a “Wall of Wonder” when
times are tough.
Archives and History can augment
such exhibits with a corresponding time
line for the denomination and its predecessors.
“In seeing that time line of a congregation’s life, you see as the hymn ‘Amazing
Grace’ says, ‘Through many dangers, toils
and snares, we have already come,’” he
said.
Simply put, such mementos help people of faith see God at work over the long
haul.
John Wesley would appreciate that
perspective. His devout wish to end legalized slavery in North America took almost
a century to come to fruition.
The British Empire did not outlaw
the slave trade until 1807, 16 years after
Wesley’s death. The fight over slavery
actually split Wesley’s movement in the
United States in 1844. The United States
finally officially abolished slavery with
the ratification of the Constitution’s 13th
Amendment on Dec. 6, 1865.
Even that did not settle the dispute
among Wesley’s followers, but the Methodist Church ultimately reunited in 1939.
“I think what history helps us to do
is to take a longer view,” Day said. “Look
at what we’ve come through in the past.
Why should we think that God’s grace isn’t
going to lead us into the future?”
Heather Hahn is a multimedia news
reporter for United Methodist News Service.
This article was originally published at
umns.umc.org.
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NEW BIBLE STUDY EXPANDS
‘GOD’ IMAGES, NAMES
BY KATHY ARMISTEAD
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“I HAVE LONG BELIEVED that it is important
for us to expand our understanding of who
God is,” said the Rev. Emanuel Cleaver III,
senior pastor of St. James United Methodist Church in Kansas City, Missouri. “If
one’s language and concept of God never
change, it means one of two things. Either
you’ve completely figured out who God is,
thus making you equal with God, or your
God is too small.”
Responding to this challenge, the
General Commission on the Status and
Role of Women (GCSRW) has created
a new Bible study. The Rev. Stephanie
Ahlschwede, pastor of South Gate United
Methodist Church in Lincoln, Nebraska,
and a commission member, said the goal
was “to cross the line from being limited
in comfortable language about God into
revisiting poetic and inspirational images
for God, which have power to strengthen
our discipleship journeys.”
God of the Bible is the new study. Writers are the Rev. Aida Fernandez, pastor of
Hope United Methodist Church, Belchertown, Massachusetts; the Rev. Adrienne
Trevanthan, associate minister of education at Holy Covenant United Methodist Church, Chicago; and Susan Hylen,
associate professor of New Testament
at Candler School of Theology. The Rev.
Carol Cook Moore, associate professor of
worship and preaching at Wesley Theological Seminary, edited the study.
Participants in the five-week, smallgroup study explore names and images
for God and the ways Scripture reveals
God. The study “promises to strengthen
our personal relationship with God by
removing unnecessary limitations from
our understanding of who God is,” say the
writers.
The Rev. Debra Jene Collum, pastor of
Chatfield (Minnesota) United Methodist

Church, recommends God of the Bible to
people who want to explore a greater understanding of God and their language use.
“When the Minnesota Conference asked
Collum and Faye Christensen, a certified
lay speaker from Brainerd, Minnesota,
to teach a class for lay servant ministers,
Christiansen found God of the Bible “an
excellent resource for the students and the
class.”
Amanda Mountain, a deaconess in the
New York Conference and study consultant, said participants in Youth 2015 in
Orlando, Florida, enthusiastically supported expanding and enriching their God-vocabulary in order to deepen their faith.
“When we talk about God,” said the
Rev. Michael Williams, senior pastor of
West End United Methodist Church in
Nashville, Tennessee, “we are speaking of
a reality that we can experience but cannot
fully explain. In essence, we are attempting to describe a divine mystery. Words
and images are the tools we employ to talk
about God, and we are always using them
metaphorically, describing a reality we
cannot fully know by making comparisons
to things we do know.”
God of the Bible, he added, will help
participants recognize the diversity of
biblical metaphors used to speak about
human experiences of God. “These images
are drawn from across the created order.

They are animal, vegetable and mineral.
They are male and female. The images
of God we carry around within us largely
determine how we live out our faith.
“We impoverish our faith,” Williams
said, “when we restrict God to just a few of
the many images that the Bible and our life
experience provide to deepen our relationship with God.”
The Rev. Kathy Armistead is a Nashville,
Tennessee-based writer and a deacon in The
United Methodist Church, www.kathyarmistead.com.

TO USE GOD OF THE BIBLE
» Download God of the
» Sermon starters, reading
Bible study guides at
lists, worship resources
www.gcsrw.org Click on
and other information can
“Resources,” then on
be found in the appendix,
“Curriculum” on the
which is included with other
navigation bar.
materials. Download it also
from www.gcsrw.org.
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» Subscribe to Connections, the General
Commission on the Status and Role of
Women’s newsletter, which will include
examples of expansive language
for God in liturgy. Contact Jenn
Meadows, director of communications,
jmeadows@gcsrw.org, to subscribe.
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Children at Murewa School
in Zimbabwe show their new
e-readers.

E-READERS SPARK
BY KATHY NOBLE
nication technologies, combined with
teacher training, can transform the lives
of children, their families and even their
country’s future.”
Hicks also smiles because she knows
the scenario is being repeated. During
a recent trip to Liberia, she delivered
solar-powered lights for which another
Summit attendee had raised funds.
Throughout her first Summit, Lewis
heard “United Methodists describe how
these technologies were being used by our
missionaries. I was inspired and wanted
to share it with the young people at my
church, who, like me, figured that cutting
edge stuff only happened in businesses
and cool non-profits. But here we are as
a denomination communicating across
Africa with drones and cellphones to get
out life-saving messages!”
She returned home with “the desire to
share how our missionaries and agencies
are vibrant, and we should be excited to be
a part of The UMC.”
Walker, who hosts “big video games”
for elementary and middle school children
in the church, was among the most excited. The youngsters pay a small fee to play
... and together determine where the money raised will go. Once it went to UMCOR
to help Ebola survivors; another time,
Imagine No Malaria – and one month it
went toward the Worldreader e-readers.
As the 2014 Summit continued, Lewis
and others from the Baltimore-Washington Conference, including Melissa Lauber,
director of communications, began focusing on the e-readers and Murewa. A few
months later, when conference Volunteers
in Mission team leader Charlie Moore was
headed to Zimbabwe he took one of the
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devices with him to show the headmaster
to be certain they would be helpful.
“From there, we just all started praying
about it and talking about and raising
money as we could,” Lewis says. “The
youth set up a website and made a video
asking for people to donate toward it. It
was a project the kids could get excited
about because they love their tablets and
Kindles, too. When people heard the story
of how the technology could benefit these
kids at a United Methodist school, they
wanted to be a part of it.
“As United Methodists, we are connected by relationships. When God puts us
together, then we can do great things.”
The Rev. Kathy Noble is editor of Interpreter
and Interpreter OnLine.

MIKE DUBOSE/UMNS

WHEN THE REV. FAITH LEWIS saw an ad for
the first Game Changers Summit in September 2014 she was intrigued.
“It was going to combine technology
and communications with ministry,” she
says. “With the focus around dialogue of
partnering mission and technology –
especially new cutting edge technologies –
I knew I had to be a fly on the wall!”
Little did the pastor of Mt. HarmonyLower Marlboro United Methodist Church
in Maryland know what would grow from
the three days she spent in Nashville,
Tennessee, at the event sponsored by the
Information and Communications Technology for Development (ICT4D) initiative
of United Methodist Communications.
The summit brought together experts
on various technologies – solar-powered
computers, 3-D printers, drones and much
more – that can improve the lives of people
in developing countries.
As a result, Lewis’ congregation now
has a special tie with Murewa Mission
School in Zimbabwe. Every child there has
an e-reader and access to the Worldreader
library – and each will have a pen pal. The
congregation is committed to answering
each of 200 thank-you notes.
The icing on the cake: At the 2015
Game Changers Summit, Lewis and
11-year-old Cameron Walker, one of the
boys who helped raise funds, met Chenayi
Kumuferera, the mother of one of the
Murewa students.
The story thrills the Rev. Neelley
Hicks, director of the ICT4D initiative.
“All children should have the right and the
means to access 21st-century curriculum
so they are empowered to participate in
a global economy,” she says. “Commu-

New friends gather at the United Methodist
Communications Game Changers Summit in
Nashville, Tennessee, in September 2015. From
left are Cameron Walker, David Bonney, Chenayi
Kumuferera and the Rev. Faith Lewis. Kumuferera’s son attends the school in Zimbabwe for which
Lewis’ congregation led fundraising to provide
e-readers.
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COKESBURY CARES HELPS
CHURCHES STAY IN MINISTRY
BY BARBARA DUNLAP-BERG

A SHORT BUT RICH HISTORY

Cokesbury Cares launched about 20
years ago, said Greg Davis, director of
custom sales and new business for the
Publishing House.
The original purpose was “to have a
program set aside for United Methodist
churches who had some sort of tragedy,”
he said. Cokesbury Cares would provide
resources such as Bibles and hymnals as
well as pews, chairs and other furnishings.
Rather than using a cookie-cutter
approach, Davis said, “We try to tailor our
response to meet each church’s greatest
needs – to figure out unique solutions. We
walk with them instead of through a list.”
Cokesbury’s community resources
consultant team – regional field representatives – often are the first to hear
of a congregation in need. “They are the
hands and feet of the work,” Davis noted.
Sometimes, churches contact Cokesbury
Cares directly.
The number of churches assisted each
year varies, he said, but Cokesbury Cares
is poised to help as many qualifying congregations as possible.
While Katrina may be the most-remembered disaster to which Cokesbury
Cares responded, it is not the only one.
In November 2014, a fire ripped
through Southside United Methodist
Church in Batesville, Arkansas, destroying
the building and its contents.
“It was just devastating to all of us,”
said longtime member Joann Stewart. The
UMNS/MIKE DUBOSE
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ELEVEN YEARS AGO, Hurricane Katrina
struck New Orleans’ 9th Ward. Hard.
Levees broke, sending a 20-foot surge of
water over the area.
Hartzell United Methodist Church
suffered major losses.
“The church sustained water damage
from rising waters and from roof damage,”
recalled the Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, who served the church from 2008 to
2014. “All materials were destroyed. It was
completely gutted.”
With the help of Cokesbury Cares, a
ministry of the United Methodist Publishing House, Hartzell saw hope. A church-assistance program, Cokesbury Cares
provides resources for United Methodist
congregations that experience disasters.
While Cushenberry could not remember everything Cokesbury sent to Hartzell,
she said, “Philips Memorial, which I was
serving at the same time in New Orleans,
and St. Paul in Shreveport, Louisiana,
were [also] recipients.”
The donations made “a significant
difference,” she added. “We were able to
replenish our supplies ... at a time when
funds were significantly limited.” A decade
later, in 2015, Cokesbury donated imprinted pulpit Bibles for Hartzell’s rededication.
Cushenberry considers Cokesbury
Cares an important outreach.
“During crises, people look to the
church for support,” she said. “Having
hymnals and Bibles and other material
serves as tangible, visible evidence of
God’s presence, even in the midst of crisis.
“We were – and are – thankful. Being
recipients of such care gives evidence
that mission/ministry is our DNA in The
United Methodist Church.”
Church members (from left) Burnetta D. Fauria,
Angelique White-Williams and Andrea SanchezReese show the restored sanctuary at Hartzell
United Methodist Church in New Orleans’ Lower
9th Ward. Among the items dedicated last year
were new imprinted hymnals from Cokesbury Cares.
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cause of the fire remains undetermined.
Cokesbury helped Southside replenish
supplies.
A month later, an arson fire seriously
damaged Mason Chapel United Methodist
Church in Dyersburg, Tennessee. A Cokesbury field representative immediately
contacted Mason Chapel to ask what kinds
of church school materials they were using
and replaced them by the next Sunday.
Another Tennessee church – Ivy
Bluff in Morrison – expressed thanks to
Cokesbury Cares.
“Ivy Bluff United Methodist Church
had been faithful in Christian service to
the community for 114 years when the
building was totally destroyed by fire,” said
the Rev. Danny Freeman, former pastor.
“After the fire, we met in a school, and
after a week or so, the Cokesbury Cares
program supplied us with hymnals, Bibles,
Sunday school curriculum ... and other
items that helped us to get back on our feet
and to some sense of normality.
“Cokesbury Cares was a great benefit
and blessing to us.”
Davis is proud of Cokesbury Cares.
“Our business is to help churches stay
in ministry – to resource the church,” he
said. “It’s our mission, and we do it in more
than one way.”
Barbara Dunlap-Berg is general church
content editor at United Methodist
Communications, Nashville, Tennessee.

Be inspired and enjoy
articles from UMC.org
and videos from UMTV
throughout the Lent and
Easter seasons. Check out:
2016 Lenten Photo-A-Day
Project
Teaching Children about
Holy Week: Telling the
Whole Story
The Importance of the Egg:
Children and Easter
Chuck Knows Church:
Resurrection

BY BARBARA DUNLAP-BERG

W H I C H C A M E F I R S T:

COURTESY ONTARIO UMC

Easter or the eggs?
in The Symbols of Easter, people spent hours
drawing intricate designs on Easter eggs. In
early America, children colored eggs using
dyes made from bark, berries and leaves.
As the story of Christ’s Resurrection
spread, Kennedy adds, “people saw the egg
as a symbol of the stone tomb from which
Christ rose. They viewed the hatching birds
and chicks as symbols of the new life Jesus
promised his followers.”

WHAT IS THE ORIGIN OF THE
EASTER-EGG HUNT?

Joseph of Arimathea carries the body of Jesus at
a reenactment of the Good Friday and Easter stories at Ontario United Methodist Church in Ohio
in 2014. Playing the role of Joseph is Buzz Rupe.

For most Christians, Easter is the most
important day of the year. However, when it
comes to traditions such as decorated eggs,
lilies and Peter Cottontail, even the most seasoned Easter celebrants may have questions.

HOW DO DECORATED EGGS
RELATE TO EASTER?

According to Eastern Orthodox
tradition, Mary Magdalene visited the
Emperor Tiberius and showed him an egg
as a way to talk about the Resurrection of
Jesus.
“One version of this story,” says the
Rev. Taylor W. Burton-Edwards, director
of worship resources for Discipleship
Ministries, “is that the egg was white to
start with, that the emperor scoffed that
resurrection was as likely as the white
egg turning red, and then it did turn red.
Another version is that the egg was red to

begin with, as a sign of the blood of Christ.”
Orthodox icons often portray Mary
Magdalene holding a red egg or a flask of
myrrh, Burton-Edwards notes. The egg itself
was already a sign of new life in Eastern
cultures.
“The flask of myrrh in her other hand,
usually also in a reddish hue, was a sign
of Mary’s presence at the tomb to anoint
Christ’s body for burial,” he adds. “If (Mary)
needed to be a sign of both death and
resurrection, she might hold both items. If
she needed to be a sign more of one than the
other, she might hold only one.”
The origin of people coloring and
decorating eggs is not certain. Some sources
report the ancient Egyptians, Greeks,
Persians and Romans colored eggs for
spring festivals. In medieval Europe, people
offered beautifully decorated eggs as gifts. In
Russia and Poland, writes Pamela Kennedy
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In England, Germany and some other
countries, children rolled eggs down hills
on Easter morning to symbolize the rolling
away of the stone from Jesus’ tomb. In 1814,
Dolley Madison, the wife of President James
Madison, introduced the most famous
Easter egg roll, which still takes place
annually on the White House south lawn.

HOW DID THE EASTER BUNNY
BECOME ASSOCIATED WITH THIS
SACRED CHRISTIAN SEASON?

Ancient Egyptians, according
to Kennedy, believed the rabbit was
responsible for the new life that abounded in
the spring.
“An old European legend says that the
hare, a relative of the rabbit, never closed its
eyes. Since it watched the other animals all
night long, the hare became a symbol of the
moon. The hare was soon connected with
Easter because the holiday’s date depends
upon the full moon.”
According to other sources, 18th-century
German settlers introduced “Oschter Haws”
(Easter Hare), the character many children
know as the Easter Bunny, to America.
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WHY DO SOME HOLD SUNRISE
SERVICES IN CEMETERIES?

Different groups may have different
answers.
Some sources say that a Moravian
congregation in Herrnhut, Saxony, had the
first Easter sunrise service in 1732. After an
all-night prayer vigil, the unmarried men
went to the town graveyard to sing hymns of
praise to the risen Lord. The next year, the
entire congregation joined them. Moravian
missionaries spread the tradition around
the world.
Burton-Edwards cites an ancient
tradition recorded in The Apostolic
Constitutions in 380 in Syria. Early
Christians held a vigil of prayer on Holy
Saturday in cemeteries where Christians
were buried. This was more than a memorial
service or paying respects to the dead.

Burton-Edwards terms it “a true vigil – a
watch with the dead in Christ awaiting the
celebration of the Resurrection of Christ
and the return of Christ to raise and judge
all the dead.”
The practice of the early Christians
may have informed some traditions in the
United States. Burton-Edwards, who grew
up Southern Baptist, says, “We regularly
did sunrise services in a large cemetery on
Easter morning. For us, it was also a way of
proclaiming the Resurrection of Christ and
awaiting the resurrection of the dead.”

HOW DID LILIES COME TO BE EASTER LILIES?

The Easter lily is a relatively new
tradition – first brought to the United
States in 1882 from Bermuda. The large,
pure-white blossoms remind Christians of
the pure, new life that comes through the
Resurrection of Jesus.
According to legend, Kennedy writes,
when Jesus prayed in the Garden of
Gethsemane, the flowers bowed their heads
in grief and pity. “But the proud lily would
not bow its lovely white head.

“The next day, the lily discovered that
Jesus was going to be crucified. The flower
felt so miserable about how it had acted ...
that it bowed its head in shame. To honor
the Lord Jesus and to show its sorrow, the
lily has grown with a down-turned blossom
ever since that first Good Friday.”
Barbara Dunlap-Berg is internal content
editor for United Methodist Communications.
This story was originally published by United
Methodist News Service.
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Pennsylvania Dutch settlers prepared nests
in the barn or garden for Oschter Haws. On
Easter eve, the rabbit laid his colored eggs in
the nests. (In Germany, Oschter Haws lays
red eggs on Maundy Thursday.)

PRAYER
SURROUNDING
GC2016:Before, during, after

BY KATHY L. GILBERT

PRAYER MINISTRY
“The prayer ministry for
the 2016 General Conference
is more intentional, more
inclusive, more integrated and
more expansive (than previous
quadrennial gatherings) which,
hopefully, will make it more
visible,” Albin said.
Technology has changed in
the last four years, Albin noted,

making it possible to offer the
prayer book, 60 Days of Prayer
for General Conference, in multiple formats and languages.
Visitors to the website may
sign up for daily meditations
that will begin on March 31 and
end nine days after the conference closes on May 20. Meditations are available online or by
signing up for a free PDF, email
feed or text message. Plans are
to continue to post meditations
for at least another 100 days
after General Conference
The daily meditations also
will be available on the General
Conference app and on tablets
being used by central conference delegates in English,
French, Portuguese and
Swahili.
At General Conference, a
prayer room and trained volunteer spiritual directors will be
available.
“With every decision made,
there will be some across
the connection who will be
hurt and angry; others will be
grateful and rejoicing; and yet
others will be confused and
uncertain,” Albin said. “By
holding one another in prayer,
the pain and the joy and the
frustration will all be shared
with God. In prayer, we can do
what we believe — rejoice with
those who rejoice and weep
with those who weep.”
At the 2012 General Conference in Tampa, Florida, everyone at the opening worship
service received handmade
prayer mantles.
In 2016, everyone will
receive a Protestant prayerbead strand including a prayer
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medallion created specifically
for this General Conference.

PRAYER VIGILS
The Council of Bishops also
planned 131 days of 24-hour
prayer vigils in each of the 131
annual conferences in The
United Methodist Church.
The Oregon-Idaho Conference, location of the 2016
General Conference, started
the vigil on Dec. 31, 2015.
Late on New Year’s Eve,
United Methodist Bishop Grant
Hagiya took the last shift.
Hagiya said he received a
vision from God while he was
praying.
“‘What if,’ God said, there
was a General Conference
where argumentation and
advocacy to one’s personal
biases were set aside and we
all pulled together to work on
some major life-transforming

initiatives?” he said.
“‘What if’ was the vision,”
he said during the January
Pre-General Conference Briefing in Portland.
“I pray you will ask that
same question and God will
bless you with your own vision
of what can be,” Hagiya said.
“Many have been anticipating the opportunity to be a part
of the 2016 Prayer Ministry,”
Albin said.
“There is a sense of gratitude and expectation ... that
God is going to hear and answer
our prayers in a manner that
exceeds everything we could
possibly ask or anticipate.”
Kathy L. Gilbert is a multimedia
reporter for United Methodst
News Service, a part of United
Methodist Communications.This
story was originally published at
UMNS.UMC.org on Feb. 24.
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PRAY, BREATHE, REPEAT.
When the 864 delegates
arrive for the 2016 United
Methodist General Conference, each one of them will
come blanketed in prayer.
From every corner of the
world, people are speaking their
names and praying for The
United Methodist Church as the
denomination’s top policy-making body prepares to meet at the
Oregon Convention Center in
Portland on May 10-20.
In addition to stirring
music, inspiring sermons and
those once-every-four-years
opportunities to spend time
with brothers and sisters living
in distant places, delegates will
spend long hours in debates
that could dramatically change
the laws of the church.
Often, the proceedings
stop for a word of prayer when
things get too heated.
Before all that begins, the
Rev. Tom Albin, dean of The
Upper Room Chapel, invites all
United Methodists to prepare
and blanket the entire proceeding with intentional prayer.
All are welcome to join the
prayer community created for
General Conference at www.
60daysofprayer.org.

WATCH as the Rev. Tom Albin of
The Upper Room offers details
of the prayer ministry that
will surround General
Conference 2016 and
continue in the
days following.

A strand of Protestant prayer beads will be
given to each person attending the opening
worship service on May10 at General Conference 2016. Volunteers are making the strands
as part of the prayer ministry surrounding
General Conference.
JANUARY • FEBRUARY 2016
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General Conference 2016:

A PRIMER
Judi Kenaston chairs the Commission on General Conference, which is responsible for
planning the May 10-20 event in
Portland, Oregon.

MEET and learn more
about the people providing
leadership for General
Conference 2016:
“Serving the Church,” Judi
Kenaston, chair of the
Commission on General
Conference
“At the Helm of General
Conference,” the Rev.
Fitzgerald L. “Gere”
Reist, secretary of General
Conference
The Rev. Laura Jaquith
Bartlett, worship and
music director for General
Conference 2016
“Managing the Business of
General Conference,” Sarah
Hotchkiss, business manager
“Pastor’s Other Calling,” the
Rev. Gary Graves, petitions
secretary
“The Global Church
Worships,” the Rev. Laura
Jaquith Bartlett, worship and
music director

Significant numbers of delegates carrying small tab
tablets rather than several large books.
All delegates wearing headphones.
Secret balloting in legislative committees.
Those are among the changes delegates, volunteers
and guests will witness during the 2016 General Con
Conference of The United Methodist Church May 10-20
in Portland, Oregon. The 864 delegates elected by their
annual conferences to attend the quadrennial meeting
of the denomination’s top legislative body will be among
some 4,000 people expected to attend the session with
the theme “Therefore, Go,” based on Matthew 28:19-20.
Judi Kenaston of Beckley, West Virginia, is chair of
the Commission on General Conference, which plans the
event. During the Pre-General Conference Briefing in
Portland in January, she said those changes and others
grew out of principles the group adopted to create and
nurture a General Conference where:
» “The grace of God may be experienced in mutual
hospitality;
» “All may engage in Christian conferencing to discern
God’s call to The United Methodist Church ...;
» “All voices are heard and honored as a shared United
Methodist identity is shaped and experienced in
response to God’s vision for us;
» “The people, time and financial resources God has
brought together are wisely and effectively engaged;
» “Decisions made are aligned with the worldwide nature of The United Methodist Church connection;
» “Legislative work and all other tasks are connected to
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
General Conference is the only body that can speak as
The United Methodist Church.

al budget and approving constitutional amendments to send to the annual
conferences for ratification. Watch for
more details on proposed legislation in the
March-April issue of Interpreter.
Kenaston and others pray that the
work will be done in a spirit of Christian
conferencing – “a way of being church
in the world shaped by Scripture and
growing together in worship, prayer and
conversation. It is a commitment to listen,
OREGON-IDAHO CONFERENCE/GREG NELSON
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CHRISTIAN CONFERENCING IMBUING THE EVENT.

The Rev. Laura Jaquith Bartlett is worship and
music director for General Conference 2016.

discern and grow together.”
“We need Christian conferencing to be
who we are, what General Conference is
all about,” she says.
General Conference’s status as a
worldwide event will be visible in the
delegates themselves – and in some of
the technology to be used. While annual
CHRISTIAN CONFERENCING THROUGHOUT
To the delegates – at least one clergy and one layper
layper- conferences in the United States continue
to elect the largest percentage of delegates,
son elected by each annual conference – lie the tasks of
acting on 1,044 petitions to change The Book of Discipline 58.3 percent this year, more are coming
from the central conferences. Annual conand The Book of Resolutions, setting the denomination
denomination-
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Keeping up with GC2016
The official website for General Conference
is gc2016.umc.org. Offered there now are news
stories about General Conference, Pre-General
Conference Briefing videos and a wealth of other
information. It is updated frequently. Anyone
with access to the Internet will be able to watch
live streaming of worship services and plenary
sessions during General Conference.
A mobile app is available for both Android
and iOS devices. The iOS app is available on the
iTunes store and will work on all Apple devices
running iOS 7.1 and above. The Android app
is available on the Google Play store and works
on all Android devices running Android 2.3.3 or
above. These apps will include maps, schedules
and petition tracking options. Final update is
scheduled for April.

used in plenary sessions for several
quadrennia, will now also be used in
legislative committees after some delegates reported feeling intimidated when
their votes could be seen by observers.
Sub-committees will be encouraged also to
vote by secret ballot.
ABUNDANT WORSHIP, CELEBRATIONS

Worship and Holy Communion beginning at 2 p.m. PDT, Tuesday, May 10,
will officially open General Conference.
Bishop Warner H. Brown Jr., president
of the Council of Bishops and episcopal
leader of the San Francisco Area, will
preach. Worship at 8 a.m., May 11-14 and
May 16-20 will include the preaching of
United Methodist bishops and a variety
of choirs. Preaching for closing worship
on May 20 will be Dakotas-Minnesota
Area Bishop Bruce Ough, incoming president of the Council of
Bishops.
The first of several
special presentations,
celebrations and
reports will come on
Wednesday, May
11, when Ohio
West Bishop
Gregory Palmer delivers the
The General Conference 2016 mobile app brings the May 10Episcopal Ad20 event in Portland, Oregon, to your mobile device. Special
dress on behalf
features will include news stories, videos, delegate resources, sponsor, exhibitor and volunteer registration.
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of the Council of Bishops. Scott Johnson
of the Upper New York Conference will be
the lead presenter for the Laity Address
on Friday, May 13. Joining him will be five
other conference lay leaders: Courtney
Fowler, Great Plains; Brian Hammons,
Missouri; Warren Harper, Virginia; Simon
Mafunda, East Zimbabwe; and Holly Neal,
Tennessee;
Delivering the Young People’s address on Saturday, May 14, will be Peter
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ferences in Africa are sending 30 percent,
the Philippines 5.8 percent and Europe 4.6
percent. The largest delegations are from
North Katanga with 48 and Côte d’Ivoire, 34. The North Georgia and Virginia
delegations are the largest from the United
States with 22 each.
In past years, delegates who did not
speak English were readily identifiable as
they wore headphones to hear simultaneous translation. In 2016, all delegates will
be using headphones. An app will allow
guests and observers to hear the translations with their smartphones.
Central conference delegates will have
tablets preloaded with the multi-volume
Daily Christian Advocate (DCA) – the
books that contain all the reports and
proposals to General Conference – in
French, Portuguese, Kiswahili and English
as well as The Book of Discipline 2012 and
The Book of Resolutions. The DCA is now
downloadable in English and will be available as an e-publication on which readers
can make notes.
Each day will include a full agenda
of legislative tasks, including legislative
committee work, primarily during the
first week, and plenary debate and votes.
Active and retired bishops attend General
Conference and preside, but they may not
speak in plenary sessions without permission from the assembly.
Electronic voting, which has been

The Rev. Gerald L. “Gere” Reist (left), secretary
of the General Conference, consults privately
with Bishop Jeremiah Park during the 2012
General Conference. The 2016 event will be the
fourth at which Reist has served as secretaary.

Cibuabua, Kinshasa, Democratic Republic
of the Congo, and Chelsea Spyres of Detroit, Michigan.
Celebrations throughout the conference will mark the 200th anniversary of
the African Methodist Episcopal (AME)
Church, completion of the Imagine No
Malaria campaign and the 30th anniversary of DISCIPLE Bible Study.
Scheduled for May 18 is a report on
the Sand Creek Massacre, which Bishop
Elaine J.W. Stanovsky of the Mountain Sky
Area calls, “the most thoroughly documented atrocity against Native Americans
in United States history.” The study deals
with the reality that the leader of the Colorado Territory militia was a Methodist
preacher.
The Rev. Joan G. LaBarr is a freelance
writer and retired elder living in Carrolton,
Texas. The Rev. Kathy Noble is editor of
Interpreter and Interpreter OnLine.
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CANDLER SCHOOL OF
THEOLOGY/EMORY UNIVERSITY

A Letter to
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
Each year, retired United Methodist Bishop Woodie W. White writes a “birthday letter” to the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in which he offers his perspective on the state of race relations,
particularly in the United States. White, now bishop-in residence at Candler School of Theology
at Emory University in Atlanta, was the first general secretary of the General Commission on
Religion and Race of The United Methodist Church.

UMNS/KATHLEEN BARRY
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The Martin Luther King, Jr. memorial in Washington stands near the area where King gave
his “I Have A Dream” speech.

Bishop Woodie White

EAR MARTIN:
I wish this birthday letter might be more positive than the one I wrote last year. It is not! Our
nation’s racial climate has gotten worse rather
than better! A political rhetoric of divisive and
hate-filled speech pollutes the atmosphere. To our
struggle against racism and its negative impact on
American life and legacy is added growing xenophobia, nativism and even religious intolerance.
Sadly, too many of our political and would-be political leaders are exploiting fears, prejudices and
insecurities in the face of increased worldwide
terrorism.
Lady Liberty in the harbor must find it difficult not to weep as she lifts her lamp beside the
golden door and invites, “Give me your tired, your
poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe
free. ...”
On Dec. 6, 2015, we marked the 150th anniversary of the ratification of the 13th amendment to
the United States Constitution. This amendment,
which declares slavery illegal in the nation, is a
reminder both of the high cost of racism – and of
the nation’s efforts to correct its wrongs. America
is still engaged in this effort, but there are those
who remain committed to a racially and ethnically divided nation. They will fail!
I was hopeful that the emergence of the idea
“Black Lives Matter” might elevate both the
conversation and the consciousness in our quest
to address ongoing issues of race in America. The
recent rash of deaths of unarmed, young black
men in encounters with police provides the opportunity for renewed and serious engagement of
our unfinished work as a nation. However, this is
not the only indication that the nation needs to be
reminded that “Black Lives Matter.”
Martin, your heart would break, as does
mine, at the violent deaths of young black men in
community after community. These deaths are
becoming so commonplace that some communities seem resigned to them. They are a tragedy too
little addressed.

Fund Raising
Perhaps, to many in our nation, black
and white, black lives really don’t matter!
Perhaps, what is more important is being
elected to office or passing legislation that
would seek to disenfranchise. Perhaps, it
is being identified with symbols or signs
or colors or territory! This is unacceptable
for this nation and its people. It is especially unacceptable for people of a faith
which teaches its young to sing, “Red and
yellow, black and white, all are precious in
his sight.”
This leads me to my great disappointment – the near silence of the churches in
the recent racial discourse. I wait for some
outcry of moral indignation at the racial
climate in this country, some ethical compass for political and civic leaders, some
call for racial unity, some serious challenge
to the voices of hate!
Martin, I continue to read and appreciate your “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,”
penned from your cell on April 16, 1963.
I believe it was your finest composition!
You challenged church leaders of that day
to confront the racial context in which
they found themselves with more boldness
and consistency. I commend its reading to
today’s leaders, who may have never read
it. They will find it instructive as they confront injustice, prejudice and intolerance
in today’s racial context.
While I write today with disappointment, it is not without hope.
Our friend and courageous leader the
Rev. William Sloan Coffin wrote in 1994:
“Hope is a state of mind independent of
the state of the world. So, if your heart’s
full of hope, you can be persistent when
you can’t be optimistic. You can keep the
faith despite the evidence, knowing that
only in so doing has the evidence any
chance of changing. So while I am not
optimistic, I am always hopeful.”
So, Martin, I close, if not with optimism, with hope!
Woodie

to the racial context of their day. They issued a
statement titled “Born of Conviction.” It called
for a non-segregated society and affirmed the
value of a desegregated public school system.
Sadly, they paid a high price for such courage. I
was inspired by their witness, and I needed to be
reminded of such courage often so overlooked.

1. 40% PROFIT
2. USA KITCHEN ITEMS
3. EASY SYSTEM

Y

our Church, Youth Group,
School, Club or Team
will work directly with the
manufacturer to make
40% profit.
Dillard Film students have worked on more
than 30 productions, including Lee Daniel’s
“The Butler” and Spike Lee’s “Old Boy”
and make up to four films per semester.
@DU1869
#myDU

Your supporters receive a
tremendous value on remarkable
kitchen knives, utensils and
gift sets (quick mixes,
cookbooks, and stoneware too)!
Rada Cutlery’s reputation for
Made in the USA quality is
well known. We have made and
sold over 146,000,000 knives
since 1948!
You deserve a fund raiser that
is EASY for YOU!
Request your FREE catalog
and information packet:

1-800-311-9691

or www.RadaCutlery.com
NOTE: Dept A16IMA
Celebrating
68 years of
remarkable
cutlery, service
and value!
1948-2016

P.S.: Martin, after I ended these words to you, I
completed reading a new book Born of Conviction
(Oxford University Press). It was written by a
native Mississippian Joseph T. Reiff. He details
brilliantly the experience of 28 courageous white
Methodist ministers who in 1963 sought to speak

Rada Cutlery is 100% American Made
- raw materials and construction!
United Methodist Interpreter
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When Monica Kleman listens to
God, important things happen

M
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onica Kleman
understands
stewardship.
The 37-yearold wife and mother of five
has experienced firsthand the
adage “you can’t outgive God.”
“I’ve always been faithful in
my giving,” says Kleman, who
became a Christian in college.
“It’s not even always money. I
am just as giving of my time.”
Kleman, her husband,
Jay, and their children attend
Trinity United Methodist
Church in Ottawa, Ohio. The
family of seven participates in
Bible studies, youth group and
regular church activities.
Kleman’s most recent
giving mission began during
Lent 2015 when her pastor,
the Rev. Lynda Lockwood,
shared a video that focused
on Imagine No Malaria, an
initiative of the people of The
United Methodist Church to
eliminate malaria deaths.
“The part that resonated
with me is that a person dies
every minute from malaria [according to the World
Health Organization’s 2015
year-end report]. It bothered
me so much that I couldn’t
sleep. (It was) enough that I
told myself that I’ve got to do
something,” Kleman says.
Kleman soon learned that a
contribution of $10 to Imagine
No Malaria would purchase
one insecticide-treated bed
net or two rounds of malaria
medicine.

“All I could think of is ‘I
can do this. This is doable,’”
she says.
As Kleman considered
ways to raise money, she
thought about selling unused
household items, such as a
treadmill. When she heard
about a seasonal part-time
job at the local Elder Beerman
department store, she decided
this opportunity could help
her raise the desired money.
“At first I was thinking that
$500 seemed like the magic number (to donate),” she
says. “But literally, it was God
speaking to my heart saying
‘Give it all; dedicate this job to
Imagine No Malaria.’”
When Kleman broached
the subject with Jay, he
quickly responded, “That’s
awesome!”

‘WE JUST HAVE TO LISTEN TO GOD’
Although it was Kleman
who spent five to six hours
a day unloading trucks and
stocking shelves, the parttime job affected the entire
family. Because she often left
home as early as 4:30 a.m.,
the children, who range in age
from 2 to 16, became responsible for many morning chores,
along with her husband, who is
a pharmacist. All of the tasks
but one usually are under
control, Kleman says. “I can’t
keep up with the laundry,” she
admits.
Kleman’s aim was to
donate $1,000 to Imagine
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I Am United
Methodist
Monica Kleman

No Malaria. As the Christmas season ended, she had
exceeded her goal, sending
the money each time she was
paid. Following their mother’s
example, the Kleman children
also donated $50, with each
child taking $10 of his or her
Christmas money to purchase
a bed net.
The Klemans’ contribution
has joined more than $3.5 million raised to date by the West
Ohio Conference for Imagine
No Malaria.
“Thanks be to God for the
compassionate presence of
Jesus Christ alive in Monica,”
says Dave Boling, conference
coordinator for Imagine No
Malaria and associate director of the West Ohio Council
on Development. “It’s the
same living presence that has
swept through West Ohio and
ignited hundreds of congregations to become the lifesaving
body of Christ for the people,
especially the children of
sub-Sahara Africa.”
Kleman is no stranger to
being obedient to God and the
ensuing provision. Fifteen
years ago, while a single
mother and working fulltime
to put herself through nursing
school, she felt convicted to
drop her paycheck into the
offering plate following an impactful sermon. Upon leaving
the church, she realized that
she had $5 in her purse to last
her and her young daughter
until the next paycheck.
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The next day, Kleman
received a call from the college
finance office saying she had
extra money in her account
that she needed to withdraw.
Then she received a refund
check in the mail from an
overpayment of a doctor’s bill.
Within 24 hours, Kleman says, the amount of the
paycheck – to the penny – was
repaid to her through unexpected means.
By the end of the week,
Kleman learned that she had
been selected for a scholarship
that would pay her remaining
tuition and living expenses,
including car payment and
babysitter costs.
“I didn’t have any worries
about money for the rest of my
college,” she says.
“I think it’s important
when God puts things on your
heart that you know, through
God, you can make a difference,” Kleman says.
Monica and Jay Kleman
have heard God’s call to
expand their family as well.
Four of their five children are
adopted, including a sibling
group of three. The family is
set to adopt a sixth child, a
6-year-old boy, early this year.
“We just have to listen to
God,” Kleman says. “God’s call
is a call you can take.”
Crystal Caviness is a public
relations specialist at United
Methodist Communications,
Nashville, Tennessee.

Getting wired for God

Technology
Virtual Accountability

C

entral to the teaching of the early
Methodist movement was what
founder John Wesley called
“social holiness.” In modern
discussions, “social holiness”
is often erroneously used
interchangeably with “social
justice” when it actually refers
to the centrality of relationships to growth in personal
holiness.
Wesley was committed to
this, saying in his 1739 preface
to Hymns and Sacred Poems
that there is “no holiness but
social holiness.” We can’t do
it alone.
The Rev. Brian Sims and
the Rev. Aaron Buttery met
while part of the same church
and school in Kentucky. As a
part of a class exploring Wesley’s concept of social holiness,
they began meeting to develop
a relationship of covenantal
accountability. Over time, they
developed a pattern of conversation based on Wesley’s
questions about accountability with extra emphasis on the
areas where each needed more
support.
However, it wasn’t until Buttery, now on staff at
University United Methodist
Church in San Antonio, moved
away that they realized how
important their meetings for
accountability had become.
After a couple of months,
Sims, director of the Center
for Lay Mobilization at Asbury
Theological Seminary, says
they realized “how much we

needed the accountability,
fellowship, encouragement
and sharpening.”
That’s when they turned
to a technological solution to
overcome the distance. Using
their iPhones, they chose the
FaceTime video chat service
to resume the Wesleyan spiritual practice.
It wasn’t a perfect transition from physical face-to-face
meeting to the virtual world.
Buttery said, “It took some
time to realize the implications of the fact that we were
not in the same physical
room.” It took a little more
openness, trust and vulnerability to receive friendship
in that virtual space. Though
they had some learning to do
about how use the technology,
“we both really leaned into it
because we realized that this
was how we could live into
a powerful relationship,” he
added.
Sims thinks that because
their relationship started in
person, it doesn’t feel too different. If you don’t have time
to build a relationship in person first, the virtual space can
feel awkward. He says, “Sometimes people can become more
truthful and less vulnerable.
That’s why it’s critical to begin
these relationships in person.”
Buttery and Sims offer
these tips for those who might
want to follow their practice:
» Meet at a standard time
each week.
» Give each other the opportunity to make a shift
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if needed by touching base
the evening before or the
morning of a meeting.
» Make sure to be in a quiet,
private space away from
distractions.
» Turn off notifications on
your devices.
» Refuse to log onto something else (like Facebook).
» Come to the call ready to
engage with the deep questions right off the bat.
Buttery and Sims have now
engaged in distance friendship
and accountability longer
than they did in person. They
look forward to the grace of
God they receive each week
and encourage others who
find themselves in new places
to take a chance on virtual
accountability.
The Rev. Jeremy Steele is Next
Generation minister at Christ
United Methodist Church,
Mobile, Alabama. He is also an
author, blogger at jeremywords.
com and a frequent contributor
to MyCom, an e-newsletter
published by United Methodist
Communications.

MOYO: WHERE
CONTEMPLATION
AND ACTION MEET
Connecting “being and doing” is
the theme of Moyo (www.moyoliving.
org), the new interactive website of “a
spiritually minded community for those
looking to engage with global issues.”
The Upper Room and the General
Board of Global Ministries created
the site with a mission to “create a
global community that meets at the
intersection of contemplation and
action.”
Moyo invites participants to
combine the “being” and “doing” of life.
Users can choose a “Guided
Path, which will lead them through
an encounter, reflection and action.”
In “The Feed,” Moyo team members
provide updates on topics and events
from around the world. They work
“to create a space for community
where shared values, beliefs and inner
experience inform our choices, priorities
and influence across the globe.”
Site visitors can also submit creative
content about the intersection of
spiritualty and social justice for possible
posting on Moyo.
Moyo also has a feed at Twitter.
com/moyoliving. For more information,
email info@moyoliving.org.

Moyo, www.moyoliving.org
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To Be United
Methodist
Why do some United Methodists
not sing ‘alleluia’ during Lent?

S

ome United Methodist churches
refrain from singing “alleluia,”
“hallelujah” and/or “gloria”
during Lent. This practice,
sometimes called “Burying the Alleluia,”
is a way of recognizing the solemnity of
the season and anticipating the glorious
praise to be sung in celebration of Jesus’
Resurrection on Easter Sunday!
Some wonder if praise and prayer,
the tone of worship should be the same
during Lent and on the Sundays of Lent
as they are in the rest of the year. The
answer can be both “yes” and “no.”

Lent is not a season where we pretend
that Jesus is crucified and dead so we
make our worship funereal. The Sundays
in Lent are not counted in the 40 days of
Easter; rather, they are “little Easters.”
Yet there is a sense in which – as with
Christmas decorations – things become
more meaningful when they are not used
constantly. After Christmas, we put the
lights, crèche, and star away. When we
retire something familiar for a season,
recovering its use has a way of making
it “new” for us. It has a way of giving
emphasis to what precedes and follows it.

Taking a rest from something gives shape
and rhythm to life, to worship, to relationships – even to our relationship with God.
Some churches, in keeping with this
principle, bury or “hide” the alleluia
during Lent. United Methodist worship
resources do not call for this and do not
offer directions for doing so. However,
there is a long tradition for suspending
the use of alleluia from either Transfiguration Sunday (the Last Sunday after
the Epiphany) or Shrove Tuesday (the
day before Ash Wednesday) until the first
service of Easter.
Such a practice can be a kind of fasting from “ecstasy” and ecstatic praise, as
the hallelujahs lie dormant for six weeks
before we again burst out in joyful and
ecstatic affirmation of the Resurrection.
Adapted from “Lent and Easter Quiz,” www.
umc.org/what-we-believe/lent-quiz-testyour-knowledge-of-the-season, and “Burying
the Alleluia during Lent?” by the Rev.
Daniel Benedict, former director of worship
resources, Discipleship Ministries, www.
umcdiscipleship.org/resources/burying-thealleluia-during-lent.
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January–February 2016 issue

Journeys of Faith:
United Methodist Missionaries
In the next issue of New World Outlook…
n United Methodist missionaries serving around the world
n Mission teachers, preachers, and agriculturalists
n New Map—where do missionaries come from and

where do they serve?
For tablets and smart phones, try accessing New World Outlook articles
from www.newworldoutlook.org, optimized for easy reading.
Order this single issue online at www.umcmission.org/store,
call customer service at 888-346-3862, or email csc@umcom.org.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
6 issues for $24.00, online at http://newworldoutlook.org,
or call 1-877-881-2385 • Digital edition for $10 a year
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THE MISSION MAGAZINE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

AN AWARD-WINNING MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO UNITED METHODISTS IN MISSION

The Groove Bible study series invites teens to learn the essentials of their
faith, own their story, and engage the world in serving Jesus. Each topical
study consists of four weekly sessions that are easy to lead and relative to
life issues teens face. With up to 48 weeks available, Groove is great for Sunday and mid-week gatherings for both
large and small groups as well as retreats.

Series titles include

SCHOOL

TEMPTATIONS

THE BASICS

THE LIFE

THE WALK

CHARACTER

DILEMMAS

GRACE

I AM

INSIDE OUT

JESUS

RELATIONSHIPS

BIBLE LESSONS
FOR YOUTH
Bible Lessons for Youth is
a comprehensive 6-year
Bible-to-life curriculum that
helps teens apply the Bible
to daily living. Its teacherfriendly format is built around
a step-by-step sequence with
thought-provoking activities designed to help youth understand
Scripture and apply it to their individual experiences.

CREDO
Credo Confirmation is a
confirmation program that
is not your conventional
classroom experience! It
brings worship, Sunday
school, Bible study, service,
and church ministries into
confirmation. Credo is so
straightforward, so easy to follow, and so reasonably priced, it can
be used in virtually any church and in a wide variety of schedules.

SPICE RACK is a subscription-based curriculum perfect for middle school and

high-school students with 48 individual studies that can be used any time of the year.
Each downloadable lesson is packed with a variety of activities, discussion questions,
and games, providing leaders the flexibility to work within their unique setting.

YOUTHMINISTRYPARTNERS.COM

LOOK FOR OUR NATIONAL EASTER ADVERTISING STARTING MARCH 7TH.

IF WE CHANGE THE WAY SEEKERS IN YOUR COMMUNITY
THINK ABOUT EASTER, THAT COULD CHANGE

EVERYTHING.

OUR RESOURCES MAKE IT EASIER TO EXTEND AN INVITATION.
United Methodist Communications provides a variety of resources including worship
graphics, bulletin covers, sermon starters, and more. Designed to coincide with the
message of our national Easter campaign, these materials help you communicate to
seekers that your church is a safe and welcoming place for them to start fresh and
discover greater meaning in their lives.
Go to umcom.org/rethinkchurch to learn more and to order online.

RETHINKING WHAT
WE’RE SEARCHING
FOR THIS EASTER.
THAT’S WHAT IT MEANS TO

RETHINK CHURCH.

EXCLUSIVELY FOR INTERPRETER
DIGITAL READERS, access the

2016 State of the Church Report and the January-February
issue of New World Outlook. CLICK ON THE COVER TO READ THE
REPORT OR NEW WORLD OUTLOOOK.

United Methodist missionaries come from
throughout the world – and serve throughout all
the world. Meet some of them who serve through
the General Board of Global Ministries.

FUTURE-FOCUSED
MISSION DRIVEN
TOGETHER IN MISSION FOR SAKE OF THE WORLD

Review quickly the work of United Methodists
in the Four Areas of Focus and the Vital
Congregations initiative during the 2012-16
quadrennium, goals for 2017-20 and new
statistics on membership and giving.

