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1 

East Africa/Burundi Annual 
Conferences  
Highlights   

 

East Africa Episcopal Area of the United Methodist 
Church 

Power Point Presentation to the Judicial 
Council of the United Methodist Church at 

the Hyatt Regency Hotel, Columbus, Ohio  
15th – 18th, April 2015 
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 Two Conferences 

1.  Burundi Annual 

     Conference 

–1 Country 

 

2. East Africa Annual 

    Conference  

– 5 Countries 
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 East Africa Annual Conference – 5 countries 
(Ethiopia 1,104,300km2; Kenya area581,309km2; 
Rwanda 26,338km2; South Sudan 619,745km2; 
Uganda 241,038km2) 

 Burundi Annual Conference – 1 Country 
(Burundi 27,834km2) 

 One Bishop, 5 Dean of District Superintendents, 
41 District Superintendents & Associate District 
Superintendents 

 Ethiopia =1, Kenya=11, Rwanda=5, South 
Sudan=3, Uganda=9, Burundi=10) 

 

 509 Pastors, 509 Churches 

 

 Membership – 300,265 (231,924 – 2011) 
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COUNTRY 

 

EST. 

 

DISTRICTS 

 

Burundi 1984 10 

Ethiopia 2012 01 

Kenya 1991 11 

Rwanda 1993 05 

South Sudan 1995 03 

Uganda 1993 09 
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People In All Countries Struggle With: 
 

Widespread Poverty 

 

Diseases 

 

Illiteracy 

 

Poor Roads 

 

Poor Communication 

 

Aftershocks of Civil Wars 

 

 

We need Christ! 

 
“The  local church is the hope of the world.”  Bill Hybels 
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All Share Challenges To Building Congregations: 
 
Lack of Trained and Ordained Pastors - “Illiteracy“ 
 
Minimal salary support to Pastors 
 
 
Lack of Land and Church Buildings 
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 Burundi Annual Conference recently decided 
to remove the court case about the self declared 
bishop’s group.  The Minister of Home 
Affairs has invited Bishop Daniel Wandabula 
and Bishop Eben Nhiwatiwa to travel to 
Burundi to chair the election of a legal 
representative of the United Methodist Church 
in Burundi since according to the Burundi 
government constitution a legal representative 
has to be a Burundian. 
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EAAC Struggles… 

 GBGM & GCFA suspension of funds – 
Episcopal Office & projects in Rwanda, Kenya, 
Burundi, Ethiopia and Uganda.  Among the 
affected projects is the Humble United 
Methodist School, the Scouting program, the 
Hope for Africa Children’s Choir, the women 
and youth ministries etc  

 Interference by people who carry incorrect 
information about East Africa Episcopal Area 
in the Diaspora (Uganda Christian Solution-
Nancy, Greenway. Rev. John Kiviiri, GBGM 
Mission Intern Kanyike) 
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Since 2006….. 
 
 Leadership Development 

 
 Trained over 200 lay pastors  
 Commissioned Clergy  
 Ordained elders & Deacons , commissioned (provisional), & 

received pastors from other denominations 
                                                                      2006           2015 

 Church membership has increased - 172,725 To 400,865 
 

 Continuous gatherings (Annual Conference)  
 

10 

 Started 45 new local churches since 2006 
 

Rwanda Yei, Sudan 
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Murehe 
Parish, 

Burundi 

Sunday Worship 
Service Cibitoke, 

Bujumbura District 
Burundi 
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Migori Health 
Centre 

Migori  
HIV Positive 

Women's Group 

Built 1 Hospital and 3 Medical Centers 
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HIV/AIDS Training Seminar  
    Gitega District, Burundi 

 

October , 2010 

14 

 Developed partnerships with conferences and 
local churches from Africa, USA and Europe 
 

 
  Partners for 
Progress 

worshipping 
in Kenya 
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15 

 Established 
Episcopal office 
with strong 
support staff 

… to serve our 
leaders and 
congregations 

16 

Namboole   
UMC 

4 Churches Built 
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17 

Koch Corom UMC Gulu 

Built with support from Central United 
Methodist Church, Fayetteville Arkansas 
USA - 2011 

Loving Example UMC – Humble School 
2011 
Would you like to help us? 

18 

Wanyange  
UMC 
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19 

 Drilled 32 bore holes to provide water. 
 

20 

 Started Hope for Africa Children's Choir  

 
  

“Let the children come to me.” 
Matthew 19:14 

A ministry for orphans 
and vulnerable children 
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 Built 4 Schools 
 

New School in 
Yei, Sudan 

Old School in 
Yei, Sudan 

22 

United Methodist Mission 
School, Nakuru, Kenya 

Officially opened April 2011.  

701 enrolled. 

With Support from Diane of North 
Carolina   
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Humble United 
Methodist  

School  
Uganda 

Enrollment of 230 
pupils & staff of 30  

24 

Girl’s dormitory  
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 Started women, youth, and children empowerment 
programs  
 

Women of Jinja Empowerment Centre 

26 

 Worked with short and long term VIM teams for 
construction, mobile clinics, lay and pastor training, 
and children's ministries. 

VIM team from USA 
doing pastor training 

UM Mission School in Nakura, Kenya 
with Pastor Eric Patterson,  USA 
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 Developed Internship Program with North Georgia in 
2011 

Bishop Daniel Wandabula 
helping Daniel together with 
some Humble  United 
Methodist School Staff 

28 

•Seven year Covenant 
Agreement with North Georgia  
‘equip the work of evangelism’ 
in Uganda 
•Promote education among 
children, laity & clergy 
•Develop UM institutions 
through construction of 
projects 
•Work towards economic 
sustainability through 
agricultural initiatives 

Rev. Zant, Bishop Wandabula & Bishop 
Holston (January 2011) 
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Scouts’ Bridge partnership 
was initiated between 
Humble School and St. 
James UMC Atlanta in 2010 

30 

 United Methodist Bible College 

 Training of Trainers (TOT) Increase leadership 
development within our 6 countries 

 Leadership training. 

 Start a Pension Program/retirement 
savings plan for clergy/laity employees 
of East Africa Episcopal Area - Designed 
to provide some retirement benefits 
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 Internal controls in place - requesting the GBGM and the GCFA to work with 
our mission partner to assign an Accounts Financial Adviser who will work 
alongside the East Africa Treasury. 

 

 Plant more churches 

 

 Continue healing & reconciliation 

 

 Workshops to teach biblical conflict resolution 

 

 Increase financial generating projects 
 

 Consistent communication & accountability 

  
 

32 

We request that you continue 
praying with us as we pursue 
reconciliation, proclaim the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
make disciples for the 
transformation of the world." 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ               Outreach                Education 
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Well done good and faithful servants. God’s 
children need your continued effort. Go & 
make disciples of all nations. 

Thank you 

Mission Statement:     Develop Principled, Christian, Servant Leaders who  
                                                proclaim the Gospel and transform the world. 
 
Vision Statement:       Live the Gospel and be God’s positive agents for change 
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