
Beanstack 

READsquared 

Wandoo Reader

Other

PUBLIC LIBRARIES

Summer meal programs 
rank #10 in terms of overall 
participants. However, it is 

Cooking is #7 at 
the 28% of libraries 
that offered it. 

of libraries offer 
games and gaming. More 
libraries serving a large 

population (500K+) have 
gaming. 

Science/math/STEM, robotics, coding, 
nature, and summer meal programs are 
more common in the South.

Art/drawing, music, coding, sewing, 
and knitting/fiber arts are found more 
in the Midwest.

10 Most Popular Programs

Storytime

Summer 
reading 

75%

62.2%

Crafts
37.6%

Science/ 
math/STEM

25.2%

Music
17.3%

Art/drawing
10.3%

Games/
gaming

9.7%

Maker/
makerspace

9.1%
Nature
9.1%

Summer 
meals 

8.7%

69% 

Summer meals, 
writing, sound 
production, and 
art/drawing are 
more common in 
urban libraries.

#3 for the 20% 
of libraries 
offering meals.

B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

Reading Initiatives
Nearly all libraries (97%) 
distribute or offer summer 
reading incentives.

Most popular products used by those libraries

16.7%

13.5%

20.2% (Evanced, ReadingRecord, etc.) 

52.8%

Budgeting  
(by public library size)

<25K

47%
61% 71% 79%

25K–99K 100K–499K 500K+

Software 

Alternate Funding
Nine out of 10 respondents use 
alternate funding sources to help 
pay for summer programming.

of respondents use local partners to 
help pay for summer programming. 
Incentives from local funding part-
ners include museum passes, events 
at local nature centers, local busi-
ness gift cards, or money for prizes 
and raffles.

Raffle items from local 
partners include an iPad, 
headphones, a bike, 
LEGOs, and Bluetooth 
speakers. 

72.2%

Friends of 
the library

Local 
partners

Grants Corporate 
funding

42.5%
28.6%

11.6%

Businesses

Parks/nature centers

Museums

Schools

Colleges/universities

Other

Local library partners include: 

43% 

ness gift cards, or money for prizes 

Keeping Track of 
Summer Reading

Evaluations are offered by 37% 
of all libraries and 72% of large ones.

Participant
numbers

Time spent 
reading

Number of 
books read

Post-event evaluations

98%

60%

37%

72%

Total 500K+

METHODOLOGY: A survey invite was emailed to children’s and youth services librarians in 
U.S. public libraries on February 8, 2019. A survey link was also advertised via SLJ’s “Extra 

Helping” newsletter and Twitter. The survey closed on March 11 with 773 responses.

84.1%
71.5%

55.2% 49.9%
43.6% 38.6%

31.8% 27.2%30.7%

43%

10%

40%

86%

35%

25%

22%

             of all libraries 
have a dedicated budget 

for summer reading. 

58% 

44% of libraries use reading log software. 

Percentages of libraries that 
track aspects of summer 
reading initiatives.




