
 
 

Wawa Fun Fact Sheet 
 
Did You Know… 
 

• Wawa is the Lenni-Lenape name for a Canada Goose?   
It’s true. Over 100 years ago, our original dairy farm was built on land located in a rural section of 
Pennsylvania called Wawa, which was named from a local Native American tribe in honor of their 
favored game – the Canada Goose.  

 
• The Canada Goose has become a symbol of the very best attributes of our company? 
      Just like a majestic flock of Canada Geese flying synchronously in "V" formation, we employ the 

principles of teamwork, group consensus and encouragement in our company. We think it's the 
only way to fly.   

 
• Wawa has over 200 years of history and tradition?  

Wawa began in 1803 as an iron foundry in New Jersey; and transitioned to a mill and bleachery in 
the mid-1860’s. In 1902, Wawa started a dairy farm and processing plan in Wawa, PA; and in 1964 
the first Wawa food market was opened in Folsom, PA. Today Wawa operates more than 650 
stores in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and Florida. 
 

• Wawa recently celebrated its 50th anniversary in retail? 
50 Years ago, on April 16, 1964, Wawa founder Grahame Wood, opened the first Wawa store in 
Folsom, Pennsylvania with a supreme purpose to be a convenience store with a difference.  
Revolutionary for the time, Wawa offered fast, friendly service, fresh products, and value prices. 
The rest is history! Today Wawa has more than 650 stores (400 offering gasoline) through PA, NJ, 
DE, MD, VA, and Florida. 
 

• Wawa is celebrating its 50th store in Florida in just more than two years? 
In July of 2012 Wawa entered the sunshine state with its first store located across the street from 
Sea World in Orlando.  Since then, Wawa has opened 50 stores in the greater Tampa and Orlando 
area, and currently has an additional 25 locations under construction!   

 
Stunning Statistics… 
 

• Wawa has more than 22,000 Associates, enough people to fill the Orlando Magic’s Amway 
Center and Tampa Bay Times Forum to capacity – and JetBlue Park more than twice.  
 

• Wawa sells more than 80 million built–to-order hoagies annually – enough to stretch between 
Tampa and Orlando more than 50 times. 
 

• The 190 million cups of coffee Wawa sells each year could fill an Olympic-sized swimming pool 
more than 26 times over.   

 
• Wawa used 4,000 tons of ice to help customers beat the heat with frozen blended beverages. Put 

on a scale, it would take the weight of more than 3200 manatees to balance out that much ice. 
 

• Wawa serves more than 400 million customers annually, more than 20 times the population of 
the state of Florida.   


