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Pray Together
Use the first few minutes of your time together to lead your group in a focused prayer time. 
• Praise: Spend time praising God for who He is.
• Repent: Take a few moments to silently confess any sin that is lingering in your heart.
• Ask: Verbalize your needs and the needs of others to God.
• Yield: Surrender your will to God.

Read Together
As part of his second missionary journey, the Apostol Paul helped establish a church in the city of Corinth in A.D. 
51. Scholars believe that while some prominent, influential Corinthians were active, the church was largely 
comprised of former slaves, freedmen, and working class people who had made good in a growing city. When 
Paul left in A.D. 52, the Corinthian church was a young and impressionable body of humble financial means…a 
description that would remain true for many years to come.

In the years that followed, the church experienced much strife and dysfunction. Paul penned 1 Corinthians to 
address shocking issues which were dividing the church. And while God ministered much healing, the Enemy 
raised a new issue that threatened to destroy the church: an influential group of false prophets.

In A.D. 55, Paul wrote 2 Corinthians to call believers to turn from these false teachings and return to full obedience 
to the Gospel (2 Corinthians 5:14-6:13). For some, this meant a complete return to the hope of Christ. But for 
many others, the call to full obedience meant renewing or following through with stalled gospel commitments.

One commitment the Corinthian church had abandoned was their dedication to financially support an offering for 
believers in Judaea (2 Corinthians 8-9). Initially they were one of the most passionate supporters of this offering; 
however, in the course of time they were distracted from faithfulness, became complacent to the mission of God, 
and failed to complete the task.

Using the example of Christ and the testimony of other faithful churches, Paul appealed to the Corinthians—a 
young church of humble means—to grow up and give cheerfully, generously, and extravagantly to the mission of 
God (2 Corinthians 9:6-11).

Discuss Together
Use these questions to engage in an informative and impactful discussion.
• Read the following passages which describe how God expects His people to use money. For each, ask these 

questions: “What does this passage say about God?” and “In light of what it says about God, what does this 
passage say about mankind?”

- Proverbs 3:9-10
- Matthew 6:1-4
- Mark 12:41-44

- 1 Timothy 6:17-19
- Luke 6:38 
- 1 John 3:16-18 

• To understand the context of the “the relief of the saints” that is referenced throughout 2 Corinthians 8-9, read 
the following passages: Acts 11:19-30; Galatians 2:1-9; 1 Corinthians 16:1-9. Is this type of collection an ancient 
idea to be employed only in an ancient context OR should 21st Century churches in one city/region collect 
special gifts to will be sent to care for the poor in other cities/regions? Why or why not?
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• Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-7. For reasons not given, the Corinthian church had grown complacent in their 
dedication to financially support an offering for believers in Judaea. As a way of inspiring the Corinthians, Paul 
shares the exemplary testimony of the Macedonian church (which includes churches at Philippi, Thessalonica, 
and Berea). Paul heaps effusive praise on this church for their participation in the grace of God. Describe the 
Macedonian church as it is portrayed in 2 Corinthians 8:1-5. How does God bless their gift?

• Second Corinthians 8:9 is one of the most theologically rich verses in all of Scripture. Why is a passage about 
Christ’s incarnation and our salvation relevant to a discussion about obedience and financial stewardship?

• Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-7. Paul tells the Corinthian church—a body of humble means—to give generously and 
extravagantly. He warns against giving from negative motives. Instead, cheerful giving flows from the Gospel of 
Jesus and aims for the glory of God. Examine your own motives for giving to the local church. Share a time 
when you gave out of guilt, compulsion, or from negative motives. What may have inhibited this giving from 
being an act of worship? Share a time when your giving flowed from the Gospel for the glory of God. What 
allowed this same act of giving to become an act of worship?

• Giving was vital and foundational to the life of the early church. It is still essential for disciples today. At Warren, 
we believe that giving for a believer is not a money issue; it is a heart issue. Discuss what faithful giving looks 
like in your life of discipleship. How do you determine how much to give? Do you prefer giving in-person with the 
passing of an offering plate or do you prefer online giving (warrenbaptist.org/giving)? Why?

• Paul does not doubt the Corinthian’s knowledge of what is the “right thing” nor their desire to do the “right 
thing”—after all, they were one of the first to affirm this offering for the relief of the saints. At issue is the 
Corinthian’s obedience to actually do what is expected of them (2 Corinthians 8:10-15). As disciples of Christ, 
few of us are ignorant of God’s teachings about stewardship, money, and generosity. Most disciples desire to be 
faithful givers. But according to a recent Barna research study, only 5% of adults tithe according to the biblical 
mandate. Are you submitting to Christ’s teaching on giving? What inhibits your faithfulness in giving a tithe or an 
offering to invest in the mission of God? What steps could you take to increase your faithfulness in this area?

• God lavishes His people with grace so they might give in a way that brings glory to God. Read 2 Corinthians 
9:10-15. What are the results of cheerful giving?

Do Life Together
These questions are designed to be asked in a smaller group of 2-4 people. The smaller setting 
will provide better opportunity for authentic responses. In your smaller group time, take notes 
to help others remain accountable to their answers. Grow together!

• How is God calling you to “grow up” in Christ this week? 

• How can Jesus redeem this area? How has He proven that in Scripture?

• Who will keep you accountable to this commitment this week?

Pray Together
Read and pray through 2 Corinthians 8:9.
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