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Before the Lesson 
Read the Scripture and overview below before your LIFE Group meets. 
Scripture passages: Acts 2 
 
A church is defined as a group of people called out and called together. Our pastor has often said, 
“Believers donʼt go to church; believers are the church.” This reality has been true since the birth of 
the first church at Pentecost in Acts 2. As Peter preached to the crowd after the Holy Spirit 
descended, his words, “repent and be baptized,” cut to the heart of many who were in attendance. 
Upon this declaration, Scripture tells us that about 3,000 souls were saved. It was then the first New 
Testament church was born. Note that a building was not constructed, nor was a liturgy or dress 
code created, but rather real life – a way of life – emerged. The first church devoted itself to learning 
the truth of Godʼs Word. They shared life together, they prayed together, and they proclaimed a 
common identity together – Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 

Focus question: 
What was the purpose of the church then and now?  

_________________________________________ 
 
Group Discussion 

• How would you explain this definition of the church to an unbeliever: “The church is a group of people 
called out and called together in faith.”? What does this mean? How is it lived out? 
 

• Believers within the church are defined as “those who belong uniquely to Christ.” Read the following 
Scripture passages and discuss the common identity shared among believers in Jesus Christ and 
how they relate to salvation and identification. 

§ Matthew 16:13-18 
§ John 3:1-8 
§ John 11:25-26 
§ Romans 6:3-4 

§ Acts 2:22-24, 37-39 
§ 1 Corinthians 12:12-13 
§ Galatians 3:27-29 

 
• Matthew 28:18-20, commonly known as “The Great Commission,” exhorts believers to live exclusively 

and purposely for Christ by being a disciple. What are Christ followers to do as a “way of life” to live 
for Jesus according to this passage and others that follow? (Acts 1:8 and 2:42-47) 
 

• Discuss these verses from the Old Testament that relate to “The Great Commission.” What do you 
learn about God from these verses and His plan as they relate to the purpose of the New Testament 
church? 

§ Genesis 12:3 
§ Psalm 2:8, 46:10, 57:5, 

67:2, 86:9 
§ Isaiah 49:6, 52:10 

§ Habakkuk 2:14 
§ Romans 14:11 (New 

Testament reference) 
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• What does it mean to be a disciple? 
 

• How are you doing as a disciple of Christ? What specifically do you need to do to improve?  
 

• With whom do you need to share Jesus or disciple in the faith in your family, among your friends and 
neighbors, or at your job? Will you do it? 

 
• According to Acts 2:42-47, what were the results of the “day-by-day” living that occurred as these 

believers gathers for community? How are you experiencing this kind of community? What effects is it 
having on your life? 

 
• What is the purpose of a true “faith community”? (See 1 Peter 2:9-12.) 

 
• The church is diverse and this diversity is used by God to advance the Kingdom. What does this tell 

you about God as Creator and man as being created in Godʼs image? What gifts are evident to you in 
the members of your Life Group? (See Ephesians 4:11-13, 16b.) 

 
• Are you walking in a manner worthy of your calling as a selfless follower of Christ who displays the 

love of Jesus, the use of the gifts given to you, and the maturity in Christ that is a result of spending 
time with Him? (Colossians 1:10) In other words, are you walking the walk, seven days a week? What 
or who can help you improve your walk? (Acts 1:8, Galatians 5:16) 

 
Further Study (to be used in your personal Quiet Time) 
Read Colossians 3:1-17 this week and ask the Lord to help you walk in a manner worthy of your calling as a 
part of His church. 
 

Joshua Code memory verse:  
Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint, but blessed is he who keeps  
the law. – Proverbs 29:18 
 

Family Time
This week, talk to your children about being in Godʼs family. Get out an old photo album and look at birth 
pictures, wedding pictures, and other family photos. Share with your child what it was like when they became 
a part of your family. Talk about what it means to be a part of Godʼs family by identifying oneself with Jesus 
and making Him Lord. Also talk about purposefully sharing Jesus with others. 
 


