
12I am writing to you, little children,
because your sins are forgiven for his 

name's sake. 13I am writing to you, 
fathers, because you know him who is 
from the beginning. I am writing to you, 

young men, because you have 
overcome the evil one.



I write to you, children, because you 
know the Father. 14I write to you, 

fathers, because you know him who is 
from the beginning. I write to you, 

young men, because you are strong, 
and the word of God abides in you, 
and you have overcome the evil one.

—1 John 2:12-14 ESV



5This is the message we have 
heard from him and proclaim to 

you, that God is light, and in him is 
no darkness at all. 6If we say we 

have fellowship with him while we 
walk in darkness, we lie and do 
not practice the truth.7But if we 
walk in the light, as he is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one



another, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanses us from all sin. 


8If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 9If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

—1 John 1:5-9 ESV



 Hebrews 6:1-3   



“There is something wrong with a profession 
of faith in Christ that lacks 

spiritual progression with Christ.”    



“Growth is not only the means by which we reach 
spiritual maturity…it is the MARK of the mature.”    



Growing in Understanding
Marks of Spiritual Maturity



Growing in Obedience
Marks of Spiritual Maturity



Growing in Love
Marks of Spiritual Maturity



22Who is the liar but he who denies 
that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 

antichrist, he who denies the Father and 
the Son. 23No one who denies the Son 
has the Father. Whoever confesses the 

Son has the Father also.
—1 John 2:22-23 ESV



 1 Peter 2:2  



1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, 
but test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, for many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 2By this 

you know the Spirit of God: every spirit 
that confesses that Jesus Christ has 

come in the flesh is from God.
—1 John 4:1-2 ESV



3And by this we know that we have 
come to know him, if we keep his 
commandments. 4Whoever says 
"I know him" but does not keep 

his commandments is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him.
—1 John 2:3-4 ESV



 1 John 3:9  



15Do not love the world or the things 
in the world. If anyone loves the 

world, the love of the Father is not 
in him. 16For all that is in the world—

the desires of the flesh and the 
desires of the eyes and pride of 

life—is not from the Father but is 

from the world. 

—1 John 2:15-16 ESV



7Beloved, let us love one another, 
for love is from God, and whoever 
loves has been born of God and 

knows God. 8Anyone who does not 
love does not know God, because 

God is love.

—1 John 4:7-8 ESV



 1 Corinthians 14:4-7 



 Galatians 5:22  


