[bookmark: _GoBack]Cry Out America
Concert of Prayer 

Presentation Script 3


· PRE-GATHERING MUSIC

· WELCOME/INTRODUCTION
· Presenter: 
· Welcome to the Cry Out America 9/11 prayer gathering! On behalf of the planning team, thank you for joining us for this cross-denominational time of prayer together. This gathering is under the auspices of the Awakening America Alliance, a broad coalition of denominations, fellowships, and other ministry groups committed to praying for a spiritual awakening—a Christ awakening—in the Church and in our nation. Today hundreds of prayer groups are meeting across the nation for this very purpose. We thank God for that! 
· Though we face challenges as a nation, I am thankful and proud to be a citizen of the United States of America! Ours is a great nation, a nation worth fighting for and a nation worth praying for.  
· Yet, there are serious moral and spiritual needs that we face in our nation today. In a period when the nation of Israel and God’s people faced great moral and spiritual challenges, the prophet Joel (1:14) wrote this prescription:

“Declare a holy fast,
call a sacred assembly.
Summon the elders
and all who live in the land
to the house of the LORD your God, 
and cry out to the LORD”

· Today we have gathered at our county courthouse, a symbol of authority and justice, to call out to God for a Christ-awakening to come to our county, our cities, our state, our nation, and to the Church. Your participation here today is deeply appreciated and indicates your concern for the challenges we face in this nation. We believe that as we gather for prayer, along with many others across the nation, that a tremendous awakening will be kindled that will have impact far beyond the hour spent here, but for a long time to come.

· SPECIAL THANKS/INTRODUCTIONS

[Acknowledge program participants]
· OPENING PRAYER, POSTING OF COLORS, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
· Recognizing, first, that our allegiance is to both God and country, [name], is coming to open our gathering with prayer, followed by the posting of colors by Central AG’s Royal Rangers color guard, and Pledge of Allegiance led by [name]. 

· Opening Prayer: 
· O, Lord God, we thank You for the privilege we have in this nation to assemble freely to pray. We do not take for granted the rights and privileges we enjoy as citizens of this great land. And, as Your people, the Church, we thank You for the opportunity to stand collectively as members of the body of Christ to seek Your aid and intervention both for the Church and for our nation. May our time together be hallowed by Your holy presence. 

· Posting of Colors: 

· Pledge of Allegiance: 

· 9/11 COMMEMORATION 
· Presenter: 

· Ten years ago today our nation experienced the unthinkable as three commercial airliners became weapons of mass destruction destroying the World Trade Center towers and seriously damaging the Pentagon. A fourth aircraft, United Flight 93, was brought down short of its intended target by the heroic efforts of passengers on board. Some 3,000 innocent lives were taken on that horrific day. As a nation, we reeled in disbelief and shock; and, as a nation, we cried out to God for His protection and for His comfort and aid for those who had lost so much. We prayed also for the many men and women who bravely responded to the crises, risking their own lives to save others. 

· Today, we acknowledge and pray for those who serve in law enforcement and as emergency responders in our cities and in our county. We also pray our armed forces, many of whom, even now, are waging battle against terrorist regimes. We pray for their protection, for the successful completion of their missions, and for their safe return. 

· White dove release [optional]


· Moment of silent prayer 

· Prayer: 
· O Lord God, we pray for families and friends who still grieve the loss of those who perished on September 11, 2001. We pray that Your great love and peace will surround them and bear them up on this day and in days ahead. We thank You for the diligence of our Homeland Security teams and those in other agencies, nationally and locally, who keep our nation safe from terrorist acts. We pray for Your protection upon them and upon our nation. We pray for our law enforcement, firemen, and other emergency response personnel in our cities and county. Shield them by Your hand, we pray, as they fulfill their vital duties. We pray also for our military, many of whom are engaged in battle even as we pray. Protect them; grant them success in their missions, and bring them back safely, we pray. May Your peace and assurance surround families and friends who wait here at home. Thank You for the assurance and peace You give to those who look to You. Amen.


· SONG: “AMERICA, THE BEAUTIFUL” 
· Group sing 
· America! America! God shed His grace on thee, And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea!


PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE NATION

· PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH

· Presenter: 
· We do indeed thank God for the privilege of being citizens of the United States of America. Ours is a great nation, a nation founded upon biblical values of good and righteousness. Yet our nation faces great challenges today. Our historic foundations are steadily being eroded by influences in the culture that are undermining the fundamental moral and spiritual principles established in God’s Word.

· Sadly, this erosion is also affecting the Church, God’s agency in this world for good and righteousness. The Church is mandated to convey the promises and commands of God’s Word to each generation. The Church is to provide a voice of authority and guidance; to warn against departure from the moral absolutes and ethical precepts of God’s Word; to be salt and light, serving both as a preservative against moral decay and light to shine through spiritual darkness.

· May all of us in Christ’s Body be willing to address our own sins and shortcomings and align ourselves with the moral and spiritual precepts of God’s Holy Word, so that we will be the influence we need to be in the present culture.

· Please join together in the unison Scripture readings that follow and link your hearts in faith and agreement as prayers are offered.

· INFLUENCE: [presenter]
· May we pray that the Church will be salt and light, a bold voice for good and righteousness in the culture. 
· UNISON Scripture Reading: 
· Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven (Matthew 5:13-16, KJV)

· PRAYER: O Lord God, we call upon You today for Your help. May we individually and corporately, as members of Your Body, the Church, be salt, holding back the decay of sin; and light, showing the way for those lost in darkness. May we be influencers for good and righteousness in the culture by declaring the truth in love. Amen. 

· EVANGELISM: [presenter]
· May we pray that the Church will fulfill its mission to reach people who do not know Christ as Savior. 
· UNISON Scripture Reading: 
· For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16, NIV).

· Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” (Romans 10:13-15, NIV).

· PRAYER: O Lord God, so many people, even in this great nation, still need to know You as Lord and Savior. May we take every opportunity to tell them about Your love and Your willingness to forgive their sins and fill them with peace and hope. Help us as Your Church to do all we can to be sure Your messages of love and salvation are shared with people all across this county, our state, and nation. Amen.

· COMPASSION: [presenter]
· Pray that the Church will care for the needy and hungry among us.
· UNISON Scripture Reading: 
· If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead (James 2:16, 17, NIV). 

· Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God (2 Corinthians 1:3,4, NIV).

· PRAYER: Dear God, our hearts ache when we see how much need exists all around us. So many people here in Greene County and across our nation need help with the basic necessities of life. Thank You for the many agencies that are trying to help. May we, as Your people, have a heart of godly compassion toward the needy and do all we can to bring help and comfort in these challenging times. Amen.

· UNITY: [presenter]
· Pray that the Church will work together to make a difference in our communities, states, and nation. 
· UNISON Scripture Reading: 
· [Jesus’ High Priestly prayer of intercession to God the Father]: I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me (John 17:22,23, NIV). 

· Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called—one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all (Ephesians 4:3-6, NIV).

· PRAYER: O God, help all of us who call You Lord and Savior see the need for to work together in unity. May we be willing to partner, as one Body, to see children, youth, and adults brought into right relationship with You through Your great salvation. May we be willing to focus less upon our differences and more upon what unites us as the Church, for the sake of the harvest. Amen.

· A CHRIST AWAKENING: Pray that across the Church, repentance and contrition will come to the body of Christ, returning the Church to righteousness and bold proclamation of the Word; pray for a spiritual awakening that causes the Church to have a powerful impact on the culture. 
· UNISON Scripture Reading: [presenter]
· If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land (2 Chronicles 7:14, NIV).

· UNISON Prayer for the Church 
· O God our Father, as those who are called by Your name, we indeed humble ourselves in repentance before You. Help us to turn away from the things that are not pleasing to You. Forgive us for allowing the world around us to erode the moral and spiritual foundations upon which our nation was established. Help us as Your Church to have a powerful voice and influence in the culture around us. We commit, O God, to being salt and light, to being Your voice for good and righteousness in our cities, our county, our state and our nation. Amen.

· Song: “In God We Trust” [presenter/musicians]

· PRAYER FOR THE NATION
· Presenter: 
· Now as we focus our prayers upon our cities, our county, our state, and our nation, we do so realizing there are tremendous moral and spiritual challenges that impact every level of society, including our families, government, business and the economy. Ultimately, our nation desperately needs a Christ awakening that will turn hearts toward God in repentance, bringing righteousness to the culture and a restoration of ethical and moral integrity that will be an example to all nations.
· Please join together in the unison Scripture readings that follow and link your hearts in faith and agreement as prayers are offered.

· FAMILIES: [presenter]
· Pray for healthy marriages and relationships in the family; pray that homes will be primary settings for discipleship. 
· UNISON Scripture Reading: 
· Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up (Deuteronomy 6:5-7, NIV).

· PRAYER: Dear God, we know that You established the institution of the family with a great purpose in mind. The home would be a place where husbands and wives and their children would grow together in their understanding of who You are and how much You love them. In this day of incredible challenges to the family, we pray that moms and dads will center their lives and their families on You and Your Word, building strong lives together. Amen. 

· GOVERNMENT: [presenter]
· Pray for God’s guidance upon city, county, state, and federal leaders; for strong leadership with integrity, following biblical principles; pray that citizens will support and honor leadership; pray for God’s help with decisions and challenges that are faced. 
· UNISON Scripture Reading: 
· Obey the government, for God is the one who put it there. All governments have been placed in power by God. So those who refuse to obey the laws of the land are refusing to obey God, and punishment will follow. So you must obey the government for two reasons: to keep from being punished and to keep a clear conscience (Romans 13:1,2,5, NLT).

· I urge…first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness (1 Timothy 2:1,2, NIV).	

· PRAYER: O God, we thank You for those who serve our county, state, and nation at various levels of government. As citizens, and as Your followers, may we regularly uphold them in our prayers, seeking Your aid, wisdom, and direction on their behalf. May we also give them the honor and respect they are due for their many services to us. Please keep them in Your care and protection, we pray. Amen. 

· ECONOMY:  [presenter]
· Pray for God’s help/provision in challenging economic times; pray for growth of jobs/businesses; careful management of resources. 
· UNISON Scripture Reading: 
· Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear…. Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?... So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’… Your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well (Matthew 6:25,26,31-33, NIV).

· PRAYER: O Lord God, You see the great economic challenges we are facing across the nation. We pray, O God, for Your help and provision during these difficult times. We thank You for the assurance of Your Word that we can trust in You to help us with our daily needs as we seek first Your kingdom and Your righteousness. Thank You for Your faithfulness toward us, O God. Amen.

· CITIZENS: [presenter]
· Pray that people will take their places in the public forum and at the polls; respect civic leadership; show compassion toward fellows citizens; and be willing to help and serve where needed. 
· UNISON Scripture Reading: 
· Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men …. For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king (1 Peter 2:13,15-17, NIV).

· Serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Galatians 5:13,14, NIV).

· PRAYER: O God, we recognize that the strength of the nation lies in the character of its citizens. As Your followers, may we demonstrate a high standard of integrity in the home, church, and in the marketplace. May our lives be marked by respect, service, and love toward others. And may we thereby demonstrate Your character before the culture around us. Amen.

· A CHRIST AWAKENING: [presenter]
· Pray that people will turn to Christ as their source of salvation, hope, and help; that moral/spiritual foundations will be strengthened; that our nation will be a light for good and righteousness to other nations.  
· UNISON Scripture Reading:
· Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people (Proverbs 14:34, NIV).

· Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he chose for his inheritance…. No king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his great strength…. The eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in his unfailing love…. We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield (Psalm 33:12,16,18,20, NIV).

· UNISON Prayer for Our Nation
· O, Lord God, as we pray for our nation, we pray for all levels of government and their leaders. We pray for a commitment by our leaders and citizens to biblical principles of good and righteousness. We pray that we will be awakened to our need of Your help, O God, as we face unprecedented economic, political, and moral and spiritual challenges in this nation. May we be willing to seek and follow the counsel of Your Word and Your Spirit. Amen.

· Song: “God Bless America” [presenters/musicians]

· CLOSING REMARKS/BENEDICTION

· Presenter: 

· Song: “Lean On Me” [presenters/musicians]
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