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Chelsea Gray
STAFF REPORTER

The Sri Lankan civil war may have ended 
in 2009, but Suresh Sriskandarajah, a 
Waterloo alumnus, is still rocked by the 

aftermath of  the confl ict.
The 32-year-old is considered to be an accom-

plished entrepreneur; speaking three languages, 
holding three university degrees, and working as 
the CEO of  his own web design company. But in 
2010, Sriskandarajah was extradited to Brooklyn, 
New York by a joint effort between the RCMP 
and the FBI, facing charges of  terrorist activities 
that could have led to 25 years of  imprisonment.

“Waterloo Suresh,” as he has come to be 
called, is being accused of  laundering $13,150 
and buying equipment to send to Tamil Tiger 
forces in Sri Lanka’s rebel territory.  He has never 
waivered from his plea of  not guilty, and recently 
the Sri Lankan government has written a letter 
to the United States, supporting Sriskandarajah 

and asking that the charges be dropped.The 
United States District Court acknowledges that 
this letter is “an extraordinary initiative” for the 
Sri Lankan government given their recent bitter 
history, however, the U.S. is proceeding with the 
prosecution in spite of  this letter.  

Some speculation suggests that the Sri Lankan 
government planned to use Sriskandarajah, and 
others arrested in the FBI and RCMP campaigns 
to turn Canadian Tamil supporters against the 
Tamil Tigers.  If  true, this would be a signifi cant 
step for the Sri Lankan government, as Canadian 
organizations raised millions of  dollars to fund 
the majority of  Tamil Tiger activity.

While studying electrical engineering at the 
University of  Waterloo, Sriskandarajah became the 
president of  the UW Tamil Student’s Association.  
He was born in Sri Lanka, living in a region that 
was among the fi rst to fall under rebel infl uence, 
and that also became home to the rebel leader of  
the Tamil Tigers.  Sriskandarajah was exposed to 
various hardships during the civil war, including 

watching people die and being beaten by soldiers 
at a young age.  These prompted his family to fl ee 
from Sri Lanka and settle in Montreal in 1989.  

Sriskandarajah’s supposed accomplice was 
Ramanan Mylvaganam, who was accused of  
purchasing night-vision goggles, electronic equip-
ment, and submarine design software to send to the 
rebel groups. Mylvaganam pleaded guilty in 2012, 
making Sriskandarajah’s case much more grim.  

Sriskandarajah openly condemns the violence 
in Sri Lanka against the Tamil people.  His website, 
planetsuresh.com, includes other condemning evi-
dence against him, with such comments regarding 
the Tamil Tigers as, “an armed freedom struggle 
that was legitimate and logical.”  

These political opinions may not help Sriskan-
darajah’s case, but they certainly do not present 
enough evidence to make him a criminal or a 
terrorist.  When Sriskandarajah went back to 
Sri Lanka he stayed in Tamil areas, volunteering 
at an orphanage.  During his stay, he met with 
Tiger rebels and voiced his concern about the 

Kim Nguyen 
STAFF REPORTER

For the majority of  students attending a 
post-secondary institution in Waterloo, 
whether living at home and commuting 

or living off-campus, the main method of  
transportation used is the public bus system 
provided by Grand River Transit (GRT), the 
region’s main public transportation service 
that spans most areas of  Kitchener, Waterloo, 
and Cambridge. 

The majority of  ridership in the Waterloo 
Region consists of  students, and with increasing 
enrolment at universities and colleges located 
in Waterloo, the demand for additional services 
as well as further convenience and effi ciency in 
bus routes  increases as a result. 

In response to the public transportation 
demand, the GRT held a public consultation 
at UW’s Student Life Centre earlier this week, 
in addition to other locations within the Kitch-
ener-Waterloo area, introducing the proposed 
2013 Transit Service Improvement agenda. The 
plan outlines the changes to be implemented as 
well as new features to be added to the current 
routes provided by the GRT in order to increase 
effi ciency as well as extended service, meeting 
the demand for further service. 

The proposal plans include adjustments 
made to local routes, such as Route 5, travelling 
Erb Street West, making the Westvale neigh-
bourhood located on the west end more acces-
sible to uptown Waterloo as well as connecting 
Laurelwood to The Boardwalk with changes 
being made to Route 13. Local Routes 35 and 
31 are also being altered, extending service 
from neighbourhoods located on the east side 
of  Waterloo to Conestoga Mall, with Route 
35 now travelling to downtown Kitchener, 
which will connect to the east end of  Waterloo.
Changes to the iXpress routes were also outlined 
in the proposal. In addition to extending the 
201 Fisher-Hallman iXpress route by adding a 

stop to Conestoga Mall, a new iXpress route 
is to be introduced for further convenience, 
operating along University Avenue and connect 
ing The Boardwalk at Ira Needles Boulevard 
with Conestoga Mall. iXpress route 200 will 
not be affected.

Both the Region of  Waterloo and GRT 
collaborated extensively with UW and WLU’s 
student associations regarding the 2013 Transit 
Service Improvements proposal. Although this 
does not directly affect the current price charged 
for the U-Pass by Feds, it will likely increase at 
the same average rate of  the bus fare increase 
by the time the 2013 plan takes place.

GRT MAKES MAJOR CHANGES TO TRANSIT

inadequate infrastructure and the mistreatment 
of  the Tamil population.  

Following the tsunami in 2004, Sriskandarajah 
returned to Sri Lanka a second time, only to fi nd 
that the Tamil community was hit the hardest, 
and received the least humanitarian aid.  The 
orphanage where he had volunteered previously 
was home to 170 children, 150 of  which had died 
during the tsunami or from disease and starvation 
in the weeks that followed.  Sriskandarajah openly 
blamed the government for this, asserting that 
they did not work with the rebel forces to take 
care of  the Tamil population.

The FBI and RCMP searches found further 
incriminating evidence in the form of  e-mails sent 
to rebel leaders in the areas where he had stayed, 
as well as to students he had paid to smuggle 
electronics into rebel territory. He admitted in 
an interview with the National Post that, given the 
opportunity to do it all over, he would be more 
careful and pay more attention to ensure all of  
his actions were legal.

“The price of  the U-pass was negotiated in 
2012 and a three-year agreement between the 
Federation of  Students and the Region [resulting 
in the current] base price of  $67.50.” said John 
Cicuttin, the transit development manager of  
the Region of  Waterloo

“[However], the approved GRT fare for July 
2013 represents a seven per cent increase, and 
as a result the U-pass will increase to $72.23 in 
September 2013.”

In addition to additional services and further 
accessibility of  current public transportation 
routes to different regions in Waterloo, the 
2013 plan also aims to increase convenience 

by extending the hours of  operation, as well as 
covering a larger area by adding service to rural 
township areas, and implementing a SmartCard 
fare system.

Although the students who live further away 
and heavily rely on the public transportation 
system to commute to campus will welcome 
these much-needed changes from the 2013 
Service Improvement proposal, the GRT says 
students who live closer to campus will still be 
able to benefi t from the convenience factor, as 
there would be more frequent stops, increased 
services and extended operating hours, making 
it a fair trade-off  for both parties.

1983: Anti-Tamil Riots in 
Sri-Lanka spark a 26 year  civil 
war between the government 
and Tamil separatists

2013: A WATERLOO 
ALUMNUS IS 
CHARGED WITH 
TERRORISM, LINKING 
HIM TO TAMIL 
SEPARATISTS

2009: The Sri-Lankan 
governent claims victory 
over Tamil separatists amidst 
allegations of war crimes

COURTESY GRT/REGION OF WATERLOOCOURTESY GRT/REGION OF WATERLOO

PROPOSED TRANSIT ROUTE CHANGES

WATERLOO ALUMNUS LINKED TO TERRORISM

MAJURATAN SADAGOPAN



What does healthcare 
experience look like 
to you? 
Capture the lived realities, 
emotions, and stories 
of patients and caregivers 
in Ontario today.

Who?
Post-secondary students 
in photography, digital 
imaging and journalism – 
full-time, part-time or 
continuing ed.

Deadline
July 1, 2013. 
Contest opens April 1. 

Contest details
www.changefoundation.ca/
framingtheexperience

Contact
asunnak@
changefoundation.com

Framing 
the Experience

A photography contest sponsored by 
The Change Foundation, Ontario’s independent 
healthcare think tank.

$6,000+ in prizes

Caz Spidell
SENIOR REPORTER

Student complaints about the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service’s (WRPS) March 
“Pedestrian Safety Initiative” have mounted 

as frustration over police traps at crosswalks and 
tickets perceived as “unfair” has reopened the 
debate on pedestrian and vehicular interaction in 
the foot traffic heavy university neighbourhoods. 
Throughout the month, police officers have been 
targeting specific intersections for ticketing, often 
parking a cruiser nearby for hours in order to 

deter, warn, and ticket pedestrians from and for 
walking against the signal. The stakeouts are part 
of  an attempt by WRPS to reduce pedestrian 
injuries and fatalities, which have plagued the 
region over recent years.

According to a WRPS press release, there 
were 11 fatal vehicular collisions in the region in 
2012, six of  those collisions resulted in pedestrian 
deaths. Amelie Limberger, a German student 
studying at the University of  Waterloo for a one-
year exchange was killed in a collision at King St. 
and Willis Way in Uptown Waterloo Oct. 25, 2012. 
Also noted in the press release were the results 
of  a study by the police pinpointing the most 
dangerous intersections for pedestrians in the 
region between 2009-2012. The absolute worst 
was the intersection of  University Ave. and King 
St., which played host to 10 pedestrian-related 
collisions. University Ave. and Phillip St. saw five 
such collisions while King St. and Willis Way 
had four. Those intersections all play host to a 
large amount of  student pedestrian traffic. The 
remaining nine listed intersections are scattered 
through Kitchener and Cambridge. 

University Ave. and Phillip St. has proven to 
be a very contentious location. UW computer 
science student Jung Lee was ticketed March 12 
crossing University St. from the southeast corner 
along with a green light, but against the “do not 

walk” orange hand symbol. A police officer was 
parked at the entrance to UW Place, and called 
Lee over. Lee was given a ticket for $35 plus fees, 
equalling out to $50 overall. He was able to pay 
the ticket online, “It’s very convenient now, they 
made it even more convenient to pay your fees,” 
he said, jokingly. “For a second I considered 
fighting it, but then I realized that I did break 
the rule, and if  I go to court I will probably lose. 
I took it as a bitter pill. Fifty dollars, I learned a 
very rough lesson.”

Lee says the punishment was overly harsh, 
especially since he wasn’t offered a warning and 
made eye contact with nearby drivers.

After receiving the ticket, Lee created a post 
on the UW subreddit entitled “Take care before 
crossing University Ave @ Phillip St.” Within the 
thread, and another one posted in the Waterloo 
subreddit, more people mentioned receiving tick-
ets or warnings when trying to cross against the 
signal in an intersection. The WRPS crackdown has 
been rather stringent, so even pedestrians starting 
to cross against the flashing hand symbol may be 
ticketed. The Reddit posts and news articles in the 
Waterloo Region’s Record and Metro News, have led 
to a fierce online debate over pedestrian-vehicle 
interaction in the region and whether the WRPS’ 
actions are appropriate. Perhaps unsurprisingly, 
many comments on Reddit argue that the fault 

mostly lies with drivers, while those on The Re-
cord’s website imply pedestrians (and specifically 
students) are to blame.

The WRPS claims that the initiative is 
ticketing more than just pedestrians, and that 
they’ve stepped up their enforcement on cars 
too. In comments to The Record, WRPS Sgt. 
Stuart Church said, “We are targeting both.” 
The program will finish at the end of  the month, 
and a similar initiative will occur in November. 
WRPS has reminded pedestrians to stay alert, 
co-operate with other road users, and always 
follow the rules of  the road.

Perhaps as a response to the mounting 
criticism and publicity over the dangers of  the 
intersection at University Ave. and King St., the 
Region of  Waterloo has announced that it will 
spend $77,000 to redesign the intersection to 
improve safety. More lighting and pedestrian 
countdown signals will be added to the intersec-
tion, and, in 2014, the crosswalks will be moved 
further away from the intersections.

Problems over pedestrian and vehicle in-
teraction will continue to be a problem as the 
region grows, implements new forms of  public 
transit, and aims to become more walkable as 
more and more people move into the city centres. 
The debate is guaranteed to persist as the region 
faces these concerns.

Jaywalking crackdown inspires debate as region tries to handle rash of collisions
ROAD WARS

“ Fifty dollars, 
I learned a 
very rough 
lesson.

 — JUNG LEE, UW STUDENT 
TICKETED FOR CROSSING 

AGAINST A “DO NOT WALK” SIGN

COLLISIONS INVOLVING PEDESTRIANS BETWEEN 2009-2012
ERIC CHENYANG
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• Applied and Community-Based Research
• Aquaculture 
• Cultural Heritage Conservation & 

Management
• Emergency Management
• Environmental Visual Communication 
• Expressive Arts
• Geographic Information Systems -  

Applications Specialist
• Geographic Information Systems -  

Cartographic Specialist
• Green Business Management (online)
• International Business Management
• Project Management
• Sustainable Agriculture Co-Op
• Therapeutic Recreation
• Wireless Information Networking

Our programs are: 
SHORT – usually six months to one year

BUILT on professional advice, taught by experts
TARGETED to the skills and knowledge 

employers need
DESIGNED to give you the best real-world, 

real-work experience
CONNECTED – putting you in touch with key 

industry contacts

PETERBOROUGH  |  LINDSAY  |  COBOURG  |  HALIBURTON

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

flemingcollege.ca/postgrad 
or contact Brooke Lynch at: 
blynch@flemingc.on.ca
866-353-6464 ext. 3301

Build on Your Degree.

Waterloo
402 King St., N.

884-8000

Fast & 
Free 

Delivery

Godzilla Deal
2 X-Large Great Pizzas
3 Fabulous Toppings on each
Add 1 lb. wings for $4.99

Super Blah-Buster
3 Great Pizzas
3 Fabulous Toppings on each
3 Free Dipping Sauces

Early Bird Special
2 Great Pizzas,

3 Fabulous Toppings
1 lb. Chicken Wings

1 Garlic Bread,4 Cans of Pepsi

$22.99
$25.99
$28.99

$18.99

www.twicethedealpizza.com

Medium

Large

X-Large

$21.99
$24.99
$27.99

Medium

Large

X-Large

Two men have been arrested after 
a robbery that happened on Parkside 
Drive, next to the Albert McCormick 
Community Centre March 19. At 
about 9:45 p.m., one man was robbed 
by knifepoint by two men that he knew. 
His brother tried to intervene and was 
also threatened at knifepoint. Neither 
victim sustained injuries. 

The victim identifi ed a 17-year-old 
male and a 19-year-old male to Water-
loo Regional Police Services (WRPS). 
The men have since been charged with 
robbery and assault with a weapon. 

“This is believed to be an isolated 
incident among acquaintances and 
does not by itself  present a concern 
for broader public safety,” said 
WRPS in a report. 

NEWS BRIEFS
Amanda Guderian
SENIOR REPORTER

Eduardo Ramirez
STAFF REPORTER

As national co-op week comes to 
an end, the University of  Waterloo 
recognized the cream of  the co-op 
crop. Waterloo awarded six “co-op of  
the year” titles, one to each faculty. The 
winning co-op students were Diljot 
Chhina from the faculty of  science; 
Akash Kapoor from arts; Henry Shi 
from math; Dominique Souris from 
environment; NemicaThavaraja from 
applied health sciences; and Dominic 
Toselli from engineering. 

The ceremony for the 2012 Uni-
versity of  Waterloo Co-op Student 
of  the Year Award took place in the 
William M. Tatham Centre March 19. 
The co-ops of  the year are receiving 
the award for making exceptional 
contributions in at least one work term 
in the year 2012. According to UW 
co-op, the fi nal decision was made by 

co-operative education staff, co-op 
students, and Feds’ vice president of  
education. The students may furth er be 
considered for the Education at Work 
Ontario (EWO) Student of  the Year 
Award and the Canadian Association 
for Co-operative Education (CAFCE) 
Student of  the Year Award.

Arrests follow Parkside robbery

CAMPUS WATCH
Eduardo Ramirez
STAFF REPORTER

The search for Noah Kishinevsky 
ended tragically, after Kishinevsky’s 
body was found inside a parked car 
by London Police Services. 

Kishinevsky was reported miss-
ing by his roommate from Sau-
geen-Maitland residence on Sunday. 
The cause of  death has not been 
confi rmed, but it is suspected that 
Kishinevsky committed suicide. 
Ken Steeves, media relations of-
fi cer for London police, stated to 
the Western Gazette that a hazard-
ous substance was found inside 
Kishinevsky’s car.

This tragic incident has caused 
a mental health debate at Western 
University.  Myuri Komaragiri, the 
vice-president for campus issues for 
the University Students’ Council, 
hopes the Western community in-
creases their efforts in addressing 
and solving the mental health issues 
of  the student community. 

Growing St. Patrick’s Day 
celebrations are becoming an 
issue for Waterloo police

The annual St. Patrick’s Day cele-
bration on Ezra Avenue is becoming 
difficult for the Waterloo Region 
Police Services (WPRS). More than 
7,500 university students fl ooded the 
two-block street  Sunday, and although 
there weren’t signifi cant problems, 
Supt. Kevin Chalk, north division 
commander of  WRPS, believes that 
the event is growing out of  control.

 “You can’t get 7,000 people together 
drinking, and you’re not going to have 
some people who are there to disrupt 
people and disrupt things,” Chalk 
declared to The Record. 

About 100 offi cers were on duty for 
Sunday’s party, fi ve times the number 
normally on duty in the city. 

The riot concerns are based on an 
incident that took place in London, 
Ont., last year where one of  the St. 
Patrick’s Day parties turned into a riot 
and police offi cers and fi refi ghters were 
attacked with rocks and beer bottles by 
the partygoers. During their March council 

meeting, University of  British Co-
lumbia Alma Mater Society (AMS) 
approved a motion to spend up 
to $1.1 million over the next four 
years to build a microbrewery on 
the UBC Farm. The brewery was 
originally slated for a new student 
building, but the AMS came to the 
conclusion that UBC Farm was a 
better location to host a brewery.

Elin Tayyar, former AMS VP 
Finance declared that building on 
UBC Farm will save a signifi cant 
amount of  money to the university. 
The decision came after spending 
almost $50,000 on consultations 
considering options for the brewery. 
The original plans for building the 
microbrewery on a new student 
building were too expensive. 

The AMS hopes to make the 
microbrewery part of  the new UBC 
Farm Centre, which is scheduled 
for completion in 2017.

Tayyar declared to The Ubyssey 
that the farm will allow more space 
for brewing. He also stated that the 
farm already grows hops and barley, 
which could contribute to a unique 
and sustainable UBC brand of  beer.

UBC plans the creation of a 
microbrewery

Carleton University student 
charged with assault

A Carleton student was convict-
ed of  assault on March 8, after he 
was involved in an incident during 
2011 in which he gave a bear hug to 
a woman while he was intoxicated. 

Oluwatimilehin Akindele was 
charged with one count of  assault 
and one count of  sexual assault 
according to Akindele’s defence 
lawyer, Paolo Giancaterino.

Giancaterino declared to The 
Charlatan legally assault is, “The 
intentional application of  force 
without a person’s consent.” Akin-
dele’s actions “had the appearance 
of  predatory behaviour.” 

The victim testifi ed saying she 
tried to avoid Akindele by walking 
away and using her cellphone when 
he grabbed her.

The Ontario Court Justice 
prosecutor rejected Akindele’s 
prior explanation to police that he 
was drunk and stumbled into the 
woman, according to The Citizen the  
sentencing hearing is set for April 8.

Western University student 
found dead

Outstanding co-op students 
honoured

COURTESY WIKIMEDIA COMMONS/HUSKY
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BUY ANY TWO  
MEDIUM PIZZAS 
+ GET A THIRD 
ONE FOR FREE!
Choose from over 40 recipe pizzas like our fabulous Veggie Korma 
pizza or the very meaty 5-topping New York Deli. Or for you creative 
brainiacs, invent your own delicious pizza! Pick ’em up or have ’em 
delivered right to campus!

panago.com

Please mention and present offer when ordering. Not available for online orders. One offer per order. Cannot be combined 
with other offers. Some conditions may apply. Coupon Code: MED342. Valid until April 30, 2013.

NEW STORE! 668 Erb Street West WATERLOO

Brain food.

At this year’s AGM, 
YOU can elect 5 new Board members!

Find out about the year’s highlights and financial 
report, appoint an auditor, change bylaws and give 
your input.

Join us for dinner to celebrate 39 years of student Join us for dinner to celebrate 39 years of student 
action and appreciate WPIRG’s amazing volunteers!

Please RSVP for dinner at info@wpirg.org.

Date: April 4, 2013 
Time: 5:30 PM
Room: TBA

All UAll UW students and community members are 
invited! 

For more info on the AGM and Board of Directors 
election, visit us at UW (SLC 2139), wpirg.org, or 
call 888-4882.

5 directors will be elected at this AGM.
See their profiles at See their profiles at wpirg.org or in our bulletin 
board in the SLC.

At this year’s AGM, 
YOU can elect 5 new Board members!

Find out about the year’s highlights and financial 
report, appoint an auditor, change bylaws and give 
your input.

Join us for dinner to celebrate 39 years of student Join us for dinner to celebrate 39 years of student 
action and appreciate WPIRG’s amazing volunteers!

Please RSVP for dinner at info@wpirg.org.

Date: April 4, 2013 
Time: 5:30 PM
Room: TBA

All UAll UW students and community members are 
invited! 

For more info on the AGM and Board of Directors 
election, visit us at UW (SLC 2139), wpirg.org, or 
call 888-4882.

5 directors will be elected at this AGM.
See their profiles at See their profiles at wpirg.org or in our bulletin 
board in the SLC.

At this year’s AGM,
YOU

can elect 5 new Board members!

Find out about the year’s highlights and financial 
report, appoint an auditor, change bylaws and give 
your input.
Join us for dinner to celebrate 39 years of 
student action and appreciate WPIRG’s amazing 
volunteers!
RSVP for dinner at info@wpirg.org

Thursday, April 4
5:30 p.m.

room: TBA
All UW students and community members are invited!

For more info on the AGM and Board of 
Directors election, visit us at UW, SLC2139, 

wpirg.org or 519-888-4882.

Five (5) directors will be elected. See their profiles at 
wpirg.org or on WPIRG’s bulletin board, SLC.

March 2013
Rotunda Gallery presents “Man-
ifest Expression: Europe 2.0” by 

Classifieds
HOUSING AVAILABLE 
Student rental properties 
available for rent close to UW. 
Clean, upgraded detached 
houses, townhouses, apart-
ments, and true loft space rent-
als available on many nearby 
streets including Lester, Sun-
view, University, and Hazel. 
Rentals to suit all group siz-
es from 1 to 13+. Many start 
dates available. Please contact 
Hoffaco Property Manage-
ment at rent@hoffaco.com 
(preferred) or 519-885-7910.

HELP WANTED 
Weekend councillors and re-
lief  staff to work in homes for 
individuals with developmental 
challenges. Minimum eight-
month commitment. Paid po-
sitions. Send resume to Human 
Resources, KW Habilitation 
Services, 108 Sydney Street, 
Kitchener, ON N2G 3V2.

The Student Awards and Financial Aid 
office will be confirming enrolment 
for OSAP regularly throughout the 
term. Please see our website for more 
information: http://uwaterloo.ca/stu-
dent-awards-financial-aid/

Mystery Shoppers wanted – ideal 
candidates are focused, detail-oriented 
communicators who follow directions 
well and can keep details confidential. 
This is a one-time gig and once com-
pleted successfully, the candidate and 
their guest will receive the meal for 
free. Please send your resume to alex-
ander.kelley@feds.ca. Must love food.

UPCOMING EVENTS

STUDENTS AWARDS

STUDENT OPPORTUNITY

VOLUNTEER NOW

Centre for Career Action volun-
teers needed for fall 2013/winter 
and spring 2014. Students are needed 
to fill the position of  student career 
leader. You will gain valuable job 
search and career-related skills by 
helping fellow students with their re-
sumes, cover letters, and general job 
search. Open to third and fourth year 
regular and co-op students who pos-
sess strong interpersonal, leadership 
and communication skills. Applica-
tions available from our webpage at 
uwaterloo.ca/career-action/. Dead-
line is April 30, 2013.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Spectrum – Waterloo Region’s 
first rainbow community safe space,  
42 Erb Street, E., Waterloo. Open 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 5 to 8 p.m. 
and Saturdays 2 to 5 p.m. Free events 
and refreshments.
March 22 – “Fun’n Flix Fun Night, 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
March 26 – “Exploring Our Roots”, 
7 to 8:30 p.m.
March 28 – “Lazy Queer Book 
Club”, 6:30 to 8 p.m. “ACCK-
WA Sexual Awareness” with Colin 
Boucher from 5 to 8 p.m.
March 30 – “Easter Egg Hunt”, 2 to 
5 p.m. 
RSVP www.ourspectrum.com or 
facebook – Spectrum Community 
Space.

James Nye. Exhibit will be dis-
played for the month of  March at 
Rotunda Gallery, Kitchener City 
Hall. For more info: 519-741-2912.
Berlin Tower Artspace presents 
“Old Masters,” by Carol Wainio. 
which runs for the month of  March 
at Kitchener City Hall. For info: 
519-741-2912 or www.kitchener.
ca/berlintowerartspace.

Saturday, March 23, 2013
Centre for Career Action presents 
the Further Education Bookcamp 
from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the 
Tatham Centre. Boot camp is open 
to students and alumni. For details/
registration visit uwaterloo.ca/ca-
reer-action/further-education-boot-
camp.
Waterloo Chamber Players pres-
ent “Quiet Light in the Unfinished 
City” at 7:30pm, Waterloo-Kitch-
ener United Mennonite Church, 15 
George St, Waterloo. Ben Bolt-Mar-
tin, conducting. Jeff  Reilly, bass clar-
inet. Tickets by donation. For info 
www.waterloochamberplayers.com.
A North American Premiere 272 
years in the making – Menno Sing-
ers, joined by Nota Bene Baroque, 
will present J.S.Bach’s Mass in G mi-
nor, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 49 
Queen St., N., Kitchener at 7:30 p.m. 
For tickets/info www.mennosingers.
com.

Sunday, March 24, 2013
UW Chinese Drama Club presents 
“Ever After,” an English subtitled 
on-stage produciton performed in 
Cantonese at ML Theatre, 7:15 p.m. 
“Ever After” tells a story of  a stu-
dent’s rendezvous with a ghose on 
UW campus. For tickets/info, face-
book.com/uwchinesedramaproduc-
tion.

Sunday March 24, 2013
Argos cheerleaders 2013 auditions 
– preliminary round – registration 
at 1 p.m. with auditions commenc-
ing at 2 p.m. at Canada’s National 
Ballet School, 400 Jarvis Street, To-
ronto. Final round Saturday March 
30 with registration at 12 p.m. and 
auditions commencing at 1 p.m. at 
Scarborough Town Centre, 300 Bor-
ough Drive, Scarborough. To regis-
ter argonauts.ca or cheerleaders@
argonauts.ca.

Tuesday, March 26, 2013
The Information Technology 
(IT) Strategc Plan team is hosting 
a second open house from 10 a.m. 

to 12 noon in DC 1302. Updates on 
emerging directions for IT, findings 
and next steps. All are welcome to 
participate with feedback. No regis-
tration is required.

Saturday, April 6, 2013
49th Elmira Maple Syrup Festival 
from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Come taste the 
tradition! For info, www.elmirama-
plesyrup.com or 519-669-6000.

Monday, April 15, 2013
The WISE Lecture Series pres-
ents “How Your Energy World Has 
Changed...and Will Continue to 
Change,” with Maurice B. Dusseault, 
from 7 to 8 p.m. at QNC 0101. Free 
admission – all is welcome. uwener-
gyworldlecture.eventbrite.ca.

$4341*
You live for freedom and adventure. You know what you want and 
you aren’t afraid to go for it. You deserve a bike that delivers the 
latest technology and impressive style at an affordable price. The 
CBR250R is the bike that fits your life.

This is R Generation. This is R bike.
Visit holda.ca to check out spring savings on the CBR250R and other 
Honda motorcycles and ATVs.

465 Conestogo Road, Waterloo
519-746-7900

www.kwhonda.com

*plus tax & 
license only
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COMMUNITY EDITORIALS

Following the tragic events at Vir-
ginia Tech, Newtown, Aurora, 
and other shootings, the media 

has often pointed to violent video 
games as the source of  the shooter’s 
violent tendencies. Indeed, violent 
media, be it TV shows, video games, 
or even comic series have historically 
been been blamed for an increase in 
violent crimes.

The link seems appreciable at fi rst 
glance: allowing people to be aggressive, 

VIDEO GAMES AND VIOLENT CRIME
THE CASE FOR OPTIMISM

Richard Ye
COLUMNIST

rye@imprint.uwaterloo.ca

or even murderous in a video game 
could invoke the same tendencies in real 
life. There have been multiple studies 
that confi rm this hypothesis: After 
people have been exposed to violent 
media, they become more aggressive. 
The speculation is that this aggression, 
in turn, leads to violent crime. 

The case seems closed then — the 
evidence does suggest that violent video 
games increase aggression. If  people 
are more aggressive after playing video 
games, doesn’t it make sense for them 
to be likely to commit violent crime?

Surprisingly, the answer is no. Video 
games might cause aggression, but they 
do not cause people to go and commit 
violent crime. In fact, video games may 
have the opposite effect.

To justify this assertion, let’s look 
at another activity that is linked to a 
decrease in crime: After-school pro-
grams for youth. Several studies have 

shown that after-school programs 
decrease the incidence of  violence 
and risky behaviour because they pro-
vide “responsible adult supervision, 
constructive activities, and insulation 
from deleterious pressure from peers 
and older children during high-risk 
hours.” After-school programs give 
kids something to do during their free 
time, so they don’t try something else 
more risky (like joining a gang).

This is important because mass 
murders like the one in Newtown 
account for only one per cent of  all 
murders in the U.S., and even less of  
the proportion of  total violent crime. 
In fact, around half  of  all violent crimes 
in the U.S. are perpetrated by gangs.

The obvious conclusion, then, 
is that any activity that reduces the 
likelihood that a person would engage 
in risky behaviour, like joining a gang, 
also reduces the rate of  violent crime. 

And video games are known to be 
a notoriously time-consuming diver-
sion. A 2011 study examined the link 
between video game sales and crime 
rates and found that the time-consum-
ing effects of  video games outweigh 
their aggression-inducing effects. Ac-
cording to the study, “[Video games] 
paradoxically may reduce violence 
while increasing the aggressiveness 
of  individuals by simply shifting these 
individuals out of  alternative activities 
where crime is more likely to occur.”

Simply put, committing violent acts 
in a video game can be more compelling 
than committing a violent act in the 
real world.

So the link between violent games 
and increased violent crime is tenuous 
at best. Though they may be an easy 
scapegoat for violent activity, violent 
video games don’t deserve the negative 
attention that they’ve gotten.

This year Feds was given 
operational control over 
the Student Life Centre 

(SLC) as part of  an effort to have 
students control student space on 
campus. This will help us optimize 
its availability to students as well 
as safeguard its continued use for 
students. As part of  this transfer,  
FEDs takes on all the expenses as-
sociated with having the SLC open 
24 hours a day. For this reason we 
are asking for a $3.04 fee increase 
at the March general meeting this 
coming Thursday. 

When the university operated the 
building a majority of  the money 
for this came from the Student 
Services Fee, an ancillary fee that 
all students pay. This fee covered 
the part-time salaries of  the staff  
at the Turnkey desk, a service that 
allows the building to be open 24 
hours a day. 

The majority of  the fee increase 
we are proposing is a transfer from 
the Student Services Fee, which 
goes to the university, to the Feder-
ation of  Students’ fee. This transfer 
is about $2.35 of  the proposed fee 
increase and will continue to cover 
the same expense, the operation of  
the Turnkey desk. 

The other $0.69 of  the total 
proposed increase will go towards 
restructuring our accounting de-
partment in order to be able to 
handle the increased accounting 
related to the SLC.

The SLC is, of  course, only a 
small portion of  the student space 
on campus; there are many study 
rooms and lounges spread out across 
campus. We are working to ensure 
that these spaces are maintained and 
that new spaces are developed. In 
partnership with the university we 
are currently identifying underused 
spaces around campus and adding 
the needed furniture to make it us-
able work spaces for students. 

We are also starting to under-
take initiatives that we believe will 
make the SLC more responsive to 
the needs of  all students. In the 
next couple of  months we will be 
undertaking a space audit to look 
at options for maximising the stu-
dent space in the building. We will 
also begin selling FedBus tickets 
from the Turnkey desk as of  May 
1, making them available in person 
24 hours a day. 

These two initiatives are hope-
fully only the start of  the work Feds 
will be doing to improve the services 
available to students in the SLC and 
to student space in the building. In 
order to do this we must of  course 
secure the fi nancial stability of  the 
building. This fee transfer and fee 
increase will ensure the continued 
operation of  the building as student 
centric space available for all 24 
hours a day.

Andrew Noble 
PRESIDENT 2012-2013  

FEDS ON THE STUDENT
FEE INCREASE

History repeated itself  last week 
at my alma mater. Canadian 
Member of  Parliament Ste-

phen Woodworth was shouted down 
by protesters and not allowed to speak 
at the University of  Waterloo. As with 
Christie Blatchford, a journalist invited 
over two years ago, the university’s 
Police Services did absolutely nothing 
about the speech bullies, and the talk 
was cancelled.

When I was a Waterloo student, 
I was shocked at how the university 
allowed Ms. Blatchford to be silenced 
by a group of  protesters who locked 
themselves up on the stage. I vocifer-
ously expressed my concerns in letters 
to President Feridun Hamdullahpur, 
to Police Services, and to Imprint. The 
university did the right thing then by 
apologizing and reinviting Ms. Blatch-
ford to speak, and providing enhanced 
security when she returned.

The University of  Waterloo is 
under fi re lately — for the 
wrong reasons. 

As a former student, I have seen 
fi rsthand the way the university ad-
ministration silences women’s groups. 
The Sexual Assault Support Centre 
has research that indicates 14 women 
are assaulted every day in our region. 

Fourteen women, every single day. 
Despite this, women’s groups on cam-
pus have had their events cancelled, and 
students have been chastised by campus 
police for standing up for their right to 
feel safe on campus.  This silencing of  
students’ voices goes unreported by 
local papers — but the silencing of  a 
politician’s voice is, apparently, a more 
important story. 

Stephen Woodworth’s outdated 
ideas are not supported by his party, 
or by scientifi c fact. He has not re-
searched the topics that he came to 
campus to discuss. The University of  
Waterloo, particularly the Students 
For Life Group, has invited him on 
multiple occasions.  

The university espouses tolerance 
and claims to welcome academic dis-
course, yet they silence female students, 
and allow the invitation of  speakers to 
present harmful, prejudiced opinion as 

RE: CANCELLED 
WOODWORTH LECTURE

At the time, my letter to the editor 
was criticized as being too harsh be-
cause I advocated for the expulsion 
of  any student who tried to silence an 
invited speaker. 

However, I do not believe that 
bullies deserve the privilege to appear 
in fora where expression, debate, and 
discourse are the most sacrosanct: 
academic institutions of  learning. 

Moreover, what happened this week 
proved my point: without sending a ze-
ro-tolerance message to speech bullies, 
shouting down and harassing invited 
speakers will continue. As an alumnus, I 
call on the University of  Waterloo, and 
particularly President Hamdullahpur 
and Police Services, to avoid giving in 
to the “veto of  the mob.”

Mohammad Shouman
MASTER OF MANAGEMENT SCIENCES 

ALMNUS

When student protesters 
stole the podium during 
Woodworth’s visit to UW, 

they became anti-democratic. Not 
allowing someone to express their 
opinion, no matter what you think 
of  it, is not protesting; it’s censor-
ship. It’s sad that the best protest 
tactics university students can come 
up with are the same ones used by 
the confrontational “pro-life” pick-
eters they oppose: sensationalism, 
black-and-white frameworks, and 
offensive language.

Their behaviour was not only 
anti-democratic, it also failed to 

fact. No. Discourse includes two sides. 
There is only one side being permitted 
to speak here, and it is not rooted in 
fact, which is entirely inappropriate for 
an academic institution.  

It’s true that retaliation from the 
protesters wasn’t helpful in encourag-
ing Woodworth and his supporters to 
listen. But it was also an understandable 
strategy for people who have been so 
often silenced. Sometimes you have to 
shout to be heard. 

I don’t know if  there was a better 
way for the protesters to have made 
their point, but I do know that discourse 
does not work in this way. Neither side 
should be silenced. No one should 
have to shout. 

Maybe if  we put some effort into 
listening to the facts given to us by 
people who study these issues daily, we 
would fi nd ourselves in a more respect-
ful environment for everyone. Maybe 
we need to go back to having academic 
discussions in a safe environment. 
Maybe both sides would feel safer, if  
they were both allowed to express their 
views equally, in dis cussion with each 
other. This should not be a radical idea. 

Stephanie Chandler
UNDERGRAD RECRUITMENT

serve their own interests. Yes, they 
got a piece in the National Post, but I 
don’t think their intended audience 
— anti-abortionists — are going to 
be persuaded by vagina-costumes 
and offensive rhetoric. If  you want 
to change public opinion, this is not 
the way to do it.

By all means passionately protest 
about political issues, but don’t be a 
fundamentalist. Silencing one-side 
of  the discussion is not protesting. 
It’s immaturity.

Seth Ratzlaff
ARTS
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The third of  six engineering design sym-
posiums took place March 20 as over 
310 electrical and computer engineering 

(ECE) students presented their fourth-year 
design project prototypes in the Davis Centre 
to students, parents, professors, and industry 
members. At stake is a $2,000 sponsorship 
from Infusion — a multinational software engi-
neering company — awarded to the top design 
team chosen by both Infusion and engineering 
professors, as well as recognition from AMD, 
Apple, and Telus. 

Teams of  typically four to fi ve students take 
three courses in preparation for their fourth-year 
symposium; they begin with a design concept 
course, followed by the engineering design 
project, and at last the engineering design 
symposium with a submission of  a written 
fi nal report and a half-hour long lecture-style 
technical presentation. 

AMD presented the prize for the most 
innovative project to Controlled Entry Using 
Near Field Communication Technology in 
Smartphones, awarding each team member 
with AMD laptop for their work on using smart 
phones as a replacement for security cards and 
keys to enter buildings.

The group with the best seminar won $150 
prepaid Visa cards, awarded by Telus to Re-

duced-Footprint Mobility Solution; they took 
their interest in the environment to transform the 
signature of  every “skater boy” — a skateboard 
— into an electric-powered mountainboard that 
can be used over longer distances and with less 
physical stamina than the traditional skateboard.

Apple, a fi rst-time ECE design symposium 
sponsor, looked for the best board, awarding the 
honour to Low Cost Optical Positioning System 
for Small Scale Robots.

Infusion’s fi rst runner up was Gesture Con-
trolled Quadrocopter, which developed a heli-
copter with four rotors that could be controlled 
by gestures of  the hand. The team hopes to use 
their project to help fi refi ghters, the army, and 
police offi cers investigate dangerous situations 
without harm and bulky, ineffi cient remotes.

The second runner up was Custom Social 
Integrations for Restaurants, which helps 
restaurants effectively use social media to 
engage potential customers through custom 
menus and the ability to “share” liked dishes 
with friends. Infusion’s fi rst place, and the 
winners of  the $2,000, is P3 Power Monitoring 
System. Through the installation of  special 
outlets, home owners can log in online to see 
how their energy uses compare to others in the 
region and track consumption throughout the 
day from various devices.

This year, students channelled their hobbies 
and interests into their design projects; on dis-
play were projects that dealt with music, hybrid 

engines, home energy consumption, hand mo-
tion-controlled fl ying devices, and a NERF gun 
with its own HD screen that took a fi rst-person 
shooter to a whole other level.

Sectioned off  by net near the DC fi shbowl, 
the Hand-Motion Controlled Aerial Vehicle team 
showed off  their glove remote control. Through 
a glove outfi tted with sensors, a user is able to fl y 
a quadrotor — a helicopter with four rotors — 
through the slightest wave of  their hand. Tilting 
the hand forwards and back controls thrust, and 
sideways movement can make the quadrotor 
move in a lateral desired direction. 

The glove is equipped with a DSM2 transceiv-
er, meaning it can control any device equipped 
with the same transceiver, from helicopters to 
planes, team member Paul Sauer asserts. Quadro-
tors are particularly popular among hobbyists and 
enthusiasts, though they can be used for aerial 
surveillance, aerial photography, and even the 
transportation of  payloads.

All eyes seemed to be on Battleware: Sur-
round-View Gaming Peripheral. Taking the idea 
of  fi rst-person shooter video games to a new 
level, students outfi tted a NERF gun with a 10-
inch HD screen, thumb pad, and buttons on 
either side, allowing users to physically simulate 
the character in a video game. 

Unlike a Wiimote or Microsoft’s Kinect — 
two motion devices that inspired the self-pro-
fessed video game lovers — the gun can be used 
without facing any device; 360 degree movement 

is entirely possible. The hardware was developed 
for a more realistic gaming experience, with com-
mercial applications in the video game industry 
and even for simulations in the military. 

The team did confess that a major diffi culty 
was power; as of  now, the gun could last one hour 
during normal play on a single charge. However, 
that wasn’t enough as students crowded around 
eagerly for their chance to experience a fi rst 
person shooter from behind a gun, as opposed 
to a controller or keyboard.

The Waterloo Hybrid Team got together to 
create Vehicle Control System; together, they 
constructed a suitable drivetrain power control 
system for small-scale hybrid vehicles. Using the 
drivetrain power controls, the driver can use a 
semi-automatic shift control to increase driving 
performance. Future enhancements include the 
development of  different modes: a sport mode, 
a dynamic mode, and an endurance mode, for 
different types of  performance driving. The team 
also was able to make the system at an impressive 
$500 price tag, considering comparable systems 
often go for $5,000.

As quickly as the design projects went up, 
after the award ceremony ended at 8:30 p.m., 
posters were taken down and symposium exhibits 
were packed into cardboard boxes. The space 
has cleared for Nanotechnology Engineering, 
Software Engineering, and Management Engi-
neering, who will hold their design symposiums 
March 22, from 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

PHOTOS ERIC CHENGYANGPHOTOS ERIC CHENGYANG

Electrical and Computer Engineering Design Symposium looks for the best of the best.

71 ENGINEERING TEAMS 
BATTLE IT OUT FOR $2,000

MICRO FILES
Joanna Cotarlea
SCIENCE EDITOR

Ma, I cna raed too

What started off  as an email forward and 
transitioned to various social media sites has hit 
the radar of  UK researcher who are looking  
into how our brains can read words when the 
letters are jumbled up.

Unfortunately, being able to “raed mses-
gaes lkie tehse” doesn’t make you smarter 
than 90 per cent of  the human population 
(contrary to claims by these emails). However, 
it may hold the key to helping people with 
dyslexia, according to research funded by 

the Economic and Social Research Council 
(ESRC).

Dr. Colin Davis of  the University of  London, 
and his team used computer simulations to 
expand upon how the brain processes complex 
sequences of  jumbled letters and forms words.

“With our modifi cation, we can show that 
indeed the brain does relate AVACITNO to 
VACATION, and this starts to give us much 
more of  an insight into the nature of  the code 
that the brain is using,” Davis said in an ESRC 
press release.

He hopes to be able to use his research to 
decode the reading diffi culties some people 
experience. “We are starting to get a better idea 
of  some of  the issues that underpin people’s 
diffi culty in reading.” 

Sleep research reveals “brain 
puberty” in adolescents

Researchers from the University of  Cali-
fornia, Davis at the UC David Sleep Labora-
tory have spent the past 10 years researching 
the sleeping brains of  children, to fi nd that 
“brain puberty” occurs during deep sleep. 

“Our outcome confi rms that the brain 
goes through a remarkable amount of  reor-
ganization during puberty that is necessary 
for complex thinking,” said the director of  
the UC Davis Sleep Laboratory and profes-
sor emeritus of  psychiatry and behavioural 
sciences, Irwin Feinberg. 

By studying the sleep electroencephalo-
gram (EEG) —  a recording of  brain electrical 
activity while a subject is asleep using elec-
trodes placed on the scalp — scientists were 
able to compare how brain neuron activity 
changed from childhood to adolescence to 
adulthood. 

These results can show how different 
pathways can be formed in the brain as well 
as how judgement and maturity improve based 
on neurological connections.

Dr. Feinberg hopes his team’s research 
will allow  scientists to eventually be able 
to understand how to “infl uence adolescent 
brain changes in ways that promote normal 
development and correct emerging abnor-
malities.”
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THE ALWAYS ONLINE FUTURE
GIGA GAME BREAKER

Edward Brown
COLUMNIST

ebrown@imprint.uwaterloo.ca

So the SimCity fiasco continues from peo-
ple unable to play with the servers down 
at launch, to the possibility now that the 

game is possibly completely playable without 
the “always online DRM,” which forced all 
players to have a persistent internet connection 
to play, even when playing alone. Whether by 
misplaced developer intentions or failures of  
the publishers, the misuse of  online features 
has doomed the game to some pretty heinous 
review scores.

While I can understand the intentions of  a 
persistent online connection to combat piracy 
on the much-pirated PC market, placing such a 

restriction on a typically single player experience 
lacks any incentive to actually use the online 
features. This leads way into instead treating 
customers as criminals, locking out access to 
a game that has been paid for if  the internet 
goes out, or as we’ve seen, EA not being able 
to provide enough room on their servers.

This does point to a feature that seems to be 
a part of  future gaming, implementing online 
even in single player experiences. It is part of  
the reason games like Tomb Raider shoehorn 
an online multiplayer version; it keeps people 
playing, and makes it easier to promote sales, 
either through online pass or DLC.  

Other games have tried implementing online 
multiplayer into single player experiences. While 
not really a good game, Brink did attempt to 
place typical online matches into the context of  
the main campaign. A better example, though, is 
how online is placed into Journey. While largely a 
solitary, single player experience, random online 
players will play alongside you on the journey. 
Even if  games won’t force online-only onto their 
games, a persistent online aspect of  games, both 
from a development and publisher perspective 
seems to be a part of  the gaming future.

The main thing that spurred this idea is the 
developments of  Bungie’s latest game, Destiny. 
While Bungie is being vague with details, what 
has been conveyed is a first-person shooter with 
MMO aspects, with online players matched with 
you for portions of  the single player experience. 
It sounds to me like Halo meets Journey, typical 
FPS campaign with the benefit of  impromptu 
online gameplay. 

The main concern is the possible loss of  a 
singular, in-the-box experience. Most games 
should still have a core experience that does 
not need an online aspect. Like how Journey 
can still be enjoyed offline, playing single play-
er games online should be an incentive for a 
better experience, not forced onto a game to 
its detriment, like SimCity.

Finally, if  we do see online implemented 
more, I wonder what this will do with how 
we buy our games. A game like Black Ops II 
popularized the current model of  a $60 game 
and then several DLC packages, often with a 
Season Pass. 

I wonder though, if  a more persistent sub-
scription based model may be beneficial. I always 
lamented that, when you bought a Map Pack in 

a Modern Warfare game, you can only play with 
people with the same pack. While it works with 
Call of  Duty, more niche games with multiplay-
er DLC often have so few people playing the 
included online content that buying DLC will 
pointless, even fewer people will be playing that. 

Why not offer a subscription, like World of  
Warcraft? Developers can then make persistant 
changes, adding new maps, new weapons and 
so on, which all subscribers can participate with, 
rather than just those who download certain 
map packs.

I’d be a bit wary though. I could see a publisher 
going overboard, asking for more and more 
money on top of  the main experience. The idea 
of  $60+ next gen game with subscription and 
DLC seems like a publisher’s wet dream and a 
gamer’s nightmare. 

Still, a video game is no longer just what is 
on the disk; patches and DLC will continue to 
be a part of  games, and many games will be less 
of  a set experience, but an evolving product 
that changes after release. I just hope devel-
opers decided to use this to the improvement 
of  gameplay and the industry, not just to force 
gamers online-only like SimCity.

Richard Ye 
STAFF REPORTER 

Twenty-seven new UW student 
startups got a chance to pitch 
their ideas to a panel of  

judges at the VeloCity Pitch Nights 
March 13 and 14. The top 10 fin-
ishers will move on to the VeloCity 
Demo Day on March 26 and get a 
chance to win one of  three $1,000 
prizes to fund their new venture.

ASPIRING STARTUPS TEST THEIR METTLE AT VELOCITY PITCH NIGHT 

The event consisted of  a 
three-minute pitch delivered by the 
founders of  each of  the startup to 
a panel and other guests with a goal 
of  giving each of  the teams a chance 
to practise pitching. Each team re-
ceived feedback and criticism from 
the judges after finishing their pitch. 
“If  you’re pitching for the first time, 
you don’t know what’s good or bad,” 
said VeloCity director Mike Kirkup.
Kirkup stated that the majority of  the 

projects were not more than a term 
old. The event provided students 
with valuable insight into their newly 
begun projects.

One of  the judges on the second 
night was Jay Shah, a Bufferbox 
founder.

“This is a classic example of  UW 
coming together for entrepreneur-
ship in support of  it. It’s one more 
avenue for people to get practice, 
to show their ideas and to get feed-
back,” said Shah of  the Pitch Night. 
“This is UW entrepreneurship and 
creativity at its finest.” 

Among the 10 projects to advance 
to the Demo Day was LokeUs, a 
startup that hopes to be “the social 
FourSquare for nightlife.”

“I thought we got a lot of  really 
nice feedback. I was really nervous 
going up,” said Chris Lomond, one 
of  the co-founders, “But it’s really 
good getting the experience, and 
getting our name out there.” 

Another project to advance was 
SecondScreen, a mobile app that will 

allow TV fans to see information on 
what they’re watching in real-time. 
“SecondScreen was really cool,” 
said Shah. “It was something that I 
hadn’t seen before … it was just a 
very different space.” 

Though a mobile app or website 
was the most common type of  proj-
ect, there were a few other ideas that 
were different than the others. One 
was Markham Ultimate, an Ultimate 
Frisbee summer camp started by 
Enterprise co-op student John Lam. 
“It’s my first time pitching, so it’s a 
great learning experience, especially 
with the feedback from the judges,” 
said Lam. “They were honest, and 
didn’t beat around the bush.” 

Shale Craig and Alex Klen had a 
different idea. Along with their other 
co-founder, they founded Unhold, a 
service that calls people back when 
a customer service line is ready for 
them, saving them the time they 
would have spent on hold. 

“It was inspiring to see [the proj-
ects]. I think there’s many of  them 

that could actually become valuable 
and useful products in the future,” 
said Shah of  the wide variety of  
startup ideas.

The Pitch Night is one of  sev-
eral events hosted by VeloCity for 
startups. Both the VeloCity Demo 
Day and Venture Fund events will be 
held March 26. Along with Unhold, 
SecondScreen and LokeUs, two 
more groups from the second Pitch 
Night will advance to the Demo Day: 
CubicWork, a 3D printing service; 
and GroupEffect, an internal Q&A 
companies for companies. 

Five teams also advanced from 
the first Pitch Night: Carted, a 
mobile flyer marketing system; 
Desirous, creator of  Kalindar, a 
calendaring system for students; 
Purchext, a digital wallet system 
designed to control access by de-
pendents; re:me, an inbox filtering 
and organizing app; and uIntuition, 
a system for students to manage 
their resumes, portfolios, and 
connections.

“ It was inspiring to see [the 
projects]. I think there’s many 
of them that could actually 
become valuable and useful 
products in the future.

— JAY SHAH, CO-FOUNDER OF BUFFERBOX
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WARRIOR 
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WINTER 2013 

PHOTO DRIVE 
RETURNS A 
TREASURE 
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An 
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to 
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history
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Osama Sidat from computer science swept the Warrior 
Wiki photo competition, earning the top three prizes

The Warrior Wiki features numerous royalty free 
photos of campus, along with historical records



Arts & Life arts@imprint.uwaterloo.ca
Paul

McGeown
Arts editorImprint, Friday, March 22, 2013

Becky Loi
STAFF REPORTER

It was already after 9 o’clock and I was running 
late to the Jazz Hub event. 

After getting off  the bus, I was on a 
stretch of  Queen Street that was dark and lonely, 
with torn up pavement, pylons and construction 
machinery. The location, 63 Courtland Avenue, 
Kitchener, seemed to elude me and I got a little 
scared running around alone on the streets. This 
middle-of-nowhere location with no direct pub-
lic transit irked the inner urban planner in me. I 
wished I had printed the Google map. 

J A Z Z
h u b

After 10 minutes wandering the streets and a 
few frantic phone calls to my friend Max who was 
already at the event, I fi nally found the place. But 
when I got there, the big signs on the building 
said CASA Realty and Miami North Nutrition. 
I was confused. 

It took some convincing from Max to assure 
me that I was at the right place. “How was the fi rst 
act?” I asked. “It was odd. They had papier-mâché 
volcanoes on their heads.” 

Oh boy. This wasn’t what I expected when I 
signed up for Jazz Hub: Art Gala and Concert. 
We walked in the building and all I could see 
was a sign for a Spanish Alcoholics Anonymous 
group. Hmm.

But after going up a fl ight of  stairs, my fears 
were allayed. I fi nally believed we were at Live 
in the Loft which was the venue for the event. 
It was a room bathed in warm yellow light, 
with art everywhere. Bold and vivid splashes 
of  colours greeted us. I thought to myself  that 
the place was cute and “indie.”

As I ventured further I came to the perfor-
mance space and a beautiful, soulful voice captured 
my attention. It was Tree Bee, a jazz singer from 
Guelph. Despite the name of  the event (Jazz 
Hub), it turned out she would be the only jazz 
performer of  the night. 

Next up was Post-Normal, “an ambiental 
duo specializing in complex soundscapes.” 
There were complex soundscapes indeed. An-
droid M. and K. La Luna, the two members of  
Post-Normal, played music that truly captivated 
and mesmerized my soul. Their music is at times 
so light and delicate, and at others so thick and 
syrupy — or “viscous like molasses,” as K. La 
Luna described one of  the songs at one point 
of  their performance. When I fi rst heard their 
music, I thought it sounded like Regina Spektor 
plus Celtic music plus a whole vat of  honey. 

Albeit slightly perplexed by the choice of  band 
name, I am a new convert to their music. Their 
voices, combined with keyboards, fl ute, trumpet, 
synthesizers and electronic beats, created such 
unique melodies that I felt transported to some 
dreamy, faraway place. And the pixie ears on K. 
La Luna added quirkiness and charm to their 
memorable performance. 

The next performers were Binary Forest, a 
psychedelic and experimental duo, plus a cactus. 
Their sound was certainly something different. 
Fusing different genres, like rock, funk, electronic 
and hip-hop, Binary Forest created a distinctive 
and frankly quite “boppable” sound. I couldn’t 
help nodding along to their music, and apparently 
many in the crowd felt the same way too. This in-
novative duo not only combines different sounds, 
but also different technologies and instruments to 
create performances that engage both the auditory 
and visual senses. I certainly enjoyed the visuals, 
especially the bunch of  multi-coloured psyche-
delic fern leaves that swayed along with the beats. 
However, anyone with a tendency to succumb 
to photosensitive epilepsy should defi nitely take 
some precautions. 

“We connect our sound to a projector to 
produce live visual effects while performing,” 
shared Goran Dmitrovic and Syd Ursa, two of  
the members of  Binary Forest.  The duo are eco-
nomics students at UW by day and avant-garde 
musicians by night. 

The other member of  Binary Forest, JC 
the cactus, was a crowd favourite and elicited 
giggles and chuckles from the audience when he 
“performed.” 

“We (gently) use JC for percussion as well 
as fusing his sound with a synthetizer for lead 
melodies. We were inspired by an experimental 
composer named John Cage who commonly 

performed using unorthodox instruments such as 
cacti and radios,” said Ursa and Dmitrovic. “We 
consider JC to be more a member of  [the] band 
rather than an instrument,” they added.

This was defi nitely not the usual music show 
that a typical UW student is used to. 

But it was different in a good way.
“We are trying to go beyond the ‘bar scene’ 

where live music mostly serves as a background,” 
stated Dmitrovic and Ursa, who also organized 
the show. They worked alongside Gregory Wilson, 
who is the owner of  the performance space, Live 
in the Loft. “We work with a variety of  artists 
to build the show into something unique every 
time.” Art Gala and Concert is apparently one 
installment of  the Jazz Hub, a series of  live music 
events catering to art lovers in the region. 

Other than the music, there were all kinds of  
art hanging on the walls, ranging from an extreme 
close-up of  a girl eating ice-cream to a sort-of-scary 
painting of  what looked to me like a giant white 
worm with a giant gaping mouth. 

Annie Bell, a former Imprint comicist and 
third-year fi ne arts student at UW, was one of  
the participating artists alongside her fellow 
colleagues, Milan Kozomora and Amber Pa-
checo from the Loovre Gallery at UW. Three 
of  her pieces — Pusseidon, Jamal VI, and 
Psychedelic Honeybear — were on display. 
On inspiration for her art, Bell had this to 
say: “My inspiration always comes from my 
imaginary muse, Jamal. I used to fi ght him, 

but now I see that his heart is just as big as 
his vast bod.” 

Other artists that were featured at the event 
were Bernie Rohde, a tech artist from Kwartz-
lab; Tree Bee, aforementioned jazz singer and 
independent impressionist painter; and lastly, 
Dave Fox, an independent surrealist painter 
from Kitchener. 

I wondered about the eclectic collection of  
art and music at this event. “It is all in the spirit 
of  jazz. It’s all about improvisation,” shared 
Wilson,“the bringing together of  a variety of  
forms of  art including music, visual art, and even 
tech-art fusion in order to create an intriguing and 
stimulating artistic experience.” 

The wide range of  unique art and music was 
refl ected in the diversity of  the crowd. University 
students, artsy-looking people, and hippy-ish 
old timers sat with each other in a circle around 
the performers. Some people were just milling 
about: appreciating the art, munching on de-
licious lasagna, drinking wine and/or chatting 
with each other. It was an intimate, casual, and 
relaxed environment.

As the night came to an end, I was really glad I 
made it to the show. This event truly challenged my 
notions about what a music show should be like.  

“The inspiration behind the Jazz Hub is to 
provide a show where music and art lovers can 
enjoy a captivating and high quality artistic expe-
rience,” said Dmitrovic and Ursa.

I think they succeeded.

Goran Dmitrovic of the experimental duo, Binary Forest, perform a psychedelic set with 
multi-coloured visual effect accompanying their songs. 

K. La Luna of ambiental soundscape duo, Post-Normal, combined her voice with keyboard, flute, trumpet, and synthesizers to achieve a mesmerizing sound for their set. 

ART GALA 
& CONCERT

“ It’s all about 
improvisation, the 
bringing together of a 
variety of forms of art 
including music, visual 
art, and even tech-
art fusion in order to 
create an intriguing 
and stimulating artistic 
experience.

– GREGORY WILSON, 
OWNER OF LIVE IN THE LOFT 

PHOTOS AYSHA BAASHARAAT
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The Jolly Creek Retirement 
Home isn’t very jolly. I think 
they named it that so people 

aren’t scared to visit. It’s not work-
ing very well. Living here wasn’t 
my fi rst choice; in fact it wasn’t a 
choice at all. My kids Michael and 
Jess said it was best that I move 
here after my wife Lily died. I told 
them it was nonsense. And here I 
am. They were worried that being 
alone in that big house would make 
me lonely. But moving here hasn’t 
exactly helped their fears. As soon as 
I make a friend they either move to 
another home or buy the farm. And 
if  Michael and Jess were concerned 
about me being lonely, then they 
would probably visit more often. 
Those dopes. And I have a new 
nurse every week. Every time it’s,

“Good Morning Mr.Plum!” 
“Oh please, you can just call me 

Duncan.”
  “Ok, do you want the TV on 

or off ?”
  “Off  please.” 
“Ok, I’ll be right back with your 

lunch Mr.Plum.”
 They’re nice girls but to them I’m 

just another “old person.” I get it. 
I need some fresh air, or at 

least some different air. Lily and I 
travelled to 45 different countries 
and we have smelled everything. 
We smelt the morning mist in Ire-
land and those dirty deli carts in 
Dubai. The clearest smell I’ll ever 
remember is when that waiter in 
India spilled curry all over Lily’s 
favourite green dress. We both just 
laughed about it and she smelled 
like lamb for the next week. Jolly 
on the other hand has smelled like 
the moldy contents of  a forgotten 
Tupperware container since the 
day it opened its doors. They’re 
probably feeding us those moldy 
contents too. 

I miss war. Most people don’t say 
that but at least during war you get 
to run around. The activities they 
give us here usually involve cards or 
watching a movie while most of  us 
fall asleep and drool. I don’t drool 
yet, but I do sleep. I wish they’d 
take us for a hike. See some trees. 
I know it’s impractical and most of  
us would just sit at the trailhead, but 
it beats a game of  Go Fish. 

When they aren’t making us do 

“activities,” I sit in my white and bar-
ren room. You can’t even tell what 
colours the walls are though because 
the lighting is so dim. Thank god I 
can look through this big window at 
the park across the street. There’s 
a great big soccer fi eld and just 
beyond that is a playground. I have 
it memorized. Two sets of  swings 
between two tall pine trees. There’s 
one main structure with monkey 
bars, a swinging bridge, and that 
green slide. I took Lily to a park 
on one of  our fi rst dates because 
at the time I didn’t have any money. 
Turns out that going down slides 
works just as well as taking a girl 
to dinner. 

I can see a bunch of  children 
over there now. One of  the little 
girls has a green summer dress on 
but I’m too far away to see if  it 
has any curry stains on it. They’re 
all screaming about something but 
I can tell it’s a happy screaming. 
Probably a game of  tag. They’re 
all leaving now, but they were only 
there for ten minutes. How can you 
leave after only ten minutes? 

“What are you kids doing? Play 
more tag!” 

They can’t even hear me but it 
was worth a try. 

“Mr.Plum it’s time for dinner.”
“Oh, can I just sit here for 10 

more minutes?”
“Sorry Mr.Plum but everyone 

eats at the same time.”
“How about 5?”
“Sorry no.”
“Oh alright…what’s for dinner?”
“Tonight we have rice and veg-

etables or cottage cheese.”
The remains of  moldy Tupper-

ware. Ok that’s it; I’m breaking out 
of  here. 

“I’ll be right there. Let me just 
grab my walker.”

This doesn’t qualify as a meal. 
And this isn’t a way to live even if  I 
am 92. For now I’ll sit here and play 
their game, but tonight I’m done. I’m 
going to that park and I’m going down 
that green slide. Here comes dessert 
and I bet I’ll never guess what it is. 
Applesauce. What a surprise. Every-
one else seems not to care and they 
slurp it down like obedient drones. 
Especially Earl. That guy probably 
hates applesauce too but still he eats 
twice as much as anyone else. 

Bed time around here is 8 o’clock 
but tonight I’ve tucked myself  in by 
7:45 just to make the nurses think 
I’m a happy camper. I’ve put extra 
blankets over myself  so the nurses 
can’t tell I’m wearing my sweater, 
corduroy pants, and slippers. Here 
comes the nurse. I better put on 
my tired face.

“Aww, you’ve got yourself  into 
bed and it’s only 7:45, you must be 
exhausted.”

 “Oh yes, I’m just pooped, I’ll 
probably sleep for a few days.”

“Goodnight Mr.Plum,” she says 
as she switches off  the lights. 

“Just call me Dunca...”
SLAM.
“Nevermind.” 
I can hear her footsteps as she 

walks down the hall away from my 
room. Well you old crumb, this is 
it. First things fi rst, have to get out 
that window. I haven’t had this much 
adrenaline since…since...Oh lord. 
This window is much harder to open 
than I thought. Come on Duncan, 
what are you an old man? Oh wait, 
it’s locked you doofus. Better toss 
my walker out fi rst. The rule is 
usually feet fi rst but sometimes you 
have to make exceptions. Ok now 
the legs. There’s one and here’s the 
other. Oh goodness, I’ve cut my leg 
on the edge of  the window. I can 
see a bit of  blood trickling into my 
slippers. Now we’re talking. 

It’s much harder to see the 
playground when it’s dark out, but 
I know where to go. Even with a 
blindfold I could still do it. That’s 
not a bad idea. Maybe I’ll do that 
next time. 

I would always hear stories of  
old people wandering into traffi c so 
I better look both ways. Then again, 
this road only leads into the Jolly 
parking lot, so people only drive on it 
when they come to visit. It’s 8 o’clock 
and the road is empty. It could be 1 
o’clock and it would still be. 

Are those headlights? Oh Crack-
er Jacks. Who would possibly be 
driving into this parking lot? I would 
hide but the nearest bush is too far to 
dive behind. And while diving into 
bushes does sound exciting, the dive 
itself  might kill me. Oh lord they 
see me and they’re slowing down.

See page 14
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Continued from page 13

“Excuse me sir, do you need any help?”
“No I’m fine thank you, just enjoying the 

night air.”
“Are you sure? I think your leg is bleeding.”
“Oh don’t worry son I think it’s just 

some…..Ketchup from the dining room.”
“Oh really? Ok have a good night.”
Can’t believe he bought that one. And they 

say young people are supposed to be smarter 
than us? Looks like “Old Man Duncan” still 
got a brain. 

Now begins the really fun part. The con-
crete is behind me and the grassy soccer field 
lies ahead. Boy it smells fresh out here. No 
more need for these old slippers I suppose. 
Bet you’ve never seen a soccer player with a 
walker before. Well someone has to be the 
first one and I don’t see old Applesauce Earl 
doing it anytime soon. 

I can see the outline of  the green slide peeking 
through the two pine trees. I would stop to swing 
on these swings but there are more important 
things to be done. Plus it’s hard to pump your 
legs when your legs feel like cottage cheese.  I’ve 
reached the edge of  the playground and I have to 
say it’s much bigger up close. This is where I say 
goodbye to my walker. The ropes on the swinging 
bride should keep me up but who knows, I may 
topple over. That’s part of  it. 

As I look back through the two pine trees 
and across the green field, I can see the light 
in my room has been turned on. They found 
out faster than I thought. Oh boy better get 
a move on. My knees feel like they might give 
out at any second. Come on you Nancy, just a 
few more steps ‘til the slide.  I can see the white 
light of  their flashlights coming towards me. 

“Mr. Plum? Are you out there? Mr. Plum? 
Is that him? Mr. Plum?”

This time I won’t yell out to correct them. 
They’ve probably already phoned Michael 
and Jess and I’m sure they’ll pay a visit now. 

I sit down and prepare to push off. The 
feeling of  the cold green plastic is seeping 
through my pants. Sure beats a warm bed 
any day. I know they’re going to find me in 
a few minutes and put me back in that room 
of  mine. They’ll probably lock my windows 
from the outside from now on and probably 
have someone monitoring me more frequently 
to make sure I don’t escape. I only get one 
chance to do this. 

I think Lily would find this whole situation 
pretty funny. Maybe even funnier than the 
smell of  that lamb. Oh no, I’ve giggled and 
given myself  away. 

“There he is! That’s Mr.Plum!” 
“It’s just Duncan,” I say. 
Here I go. 
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Are arts and science are binary opposites? 
Vincent Lam doesn’t think so. A medical 
doctor and award-winning writer, he read a 

powerful and, at times, humorous excerpt from his 
novel The Headmaster’s Wager at St. Jerome’s Tuesday, 
March 19. His opening act was Kenzie Reid, a 
fourth-year knowledge integration student, who 
read a selection from her creative writing thesis. 
Her poetry embodied Lam’s vision of  language: 
“like a glass window, not a filter.” 

Vincent Lam grew up in suburban Nepean, 
which he describes as “the most peaceful, a.k.a. 
boring, suburb in Canada.” He went to medical 
school at the University of  Toronto, and practises 
emergency medicine at Toronto East General 
Hospital. He lives in Toronto with his family.

He described growing up in the ‘80s as living 
“in the shadow of  the Cold War, and the lin-
gering shadow of  the conflict in Vietnam.” His 
understanding of  this conflict was shaped by both 
North American media and his parents’ stories 
of  their childhoods. His parents grew up as part 
of  a Chinese community in Vietnam, which was 
then called Indochina. 

Lam watched the TV show Tour of  Duty and 
read “deeply insightful, important books” such as 
The Quiet American and The Things They Carried. He 
noticed that what they had in common was that 
they were all from the outsider’s perspective, which 
he found “disorienting.” His parents’ stories, while 
influenced by reverberations of  violence, were not 
about violence. They were about school, games, 
festivals, and family: Domestic stories.

This double-consciousness of  Vietnam in-
spired Vincent to write The Headmaster’s Wager, 
which was shortlisted for the 2012 Governor 
General’s Literary Award. It tells the story of  one 
man — his experiences and decisions — who is 
part of  a Chinese community in Vietnam during 
the war. He found it challenging to write because 

ON MEDICINE, ART, AND THE HISTORY OF VIETNAM: 
VINCENT LAM AND THE HEADMASTER’S WAGER

he had no personal experience in Indochina, but 
thought the commonalities of  all humans, such 
as personality traits and choices, enabled him to 
make his characters come to life.

He is often asked of  his work how much is 
fiction, and how much is based on real life. He 
said that it is “true in spirit, mostly not true in 
fact.” However, he did extensive research to 
set his novel in a historically accurate Vietnam. 
He vacillates between writing and researching, 
sometimes spending months at a time poring 
through historical texts. There are a few accepted 
history books about this conflict and region that 
he encountered, but Lam also wandered through 
second-hand book stores, looking for memoirs 
and other lost sources.

As a doctor, it’s hard for him to find time to 
write. He has to make it. He tries to save time by 
cutting out extra errands. For example, he grocery 
shops in bulk, and lives down the street from the 
hospital. His full-time profession often leaves 
him fatigued, making it even more necessary to 
schedule time to write. He is adamant about having 
a work structure and sticking to it.  He explained 
that you have to manage long- and short-term 
goals, and a novel is a long-term commitment. 

Lam does not only write novels; he writes in 
other genres as well, including non-fiction. His 
short story collection, Bloodletting and Miraculous 
Cures, won the 2006 Giller Prize and was a 
finalist for The Story Prize in 2008. “Language 
is a wonderful tool because it can be so flexible 
and varied,” he said. His own writing reflects 
this versatility. He uses his words “to serve the 
subject.”

From medicine to the Chinese diaspora in 
Southeast Asia; from Canada to Hong Kong to 
Vietnam, Vincent Lam certainly has a broad scope 
of  geography, ideology, and genre in his writing. 
His reading was enlightening and beautiful, and 
a large audience of  all ages and backgrounds was 
suspended in time by his precise language. Perhaps 
words and sutures aren’t so different after all. 
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Going into their March 16 match against the 
St. Mary’s University Huskies, the men’s 
hockey team had enjoyed a fantastic sea-

son. As a sixth seed, they came within inches of  
a provincial championship; as the lowest-ranked 
team at the national championships, they upset 
the top-ranked team 2–1. Unfortunately, it all 
fi nished on a sour note as the Huskies pulled off  
a dominant 5–1 victory and knocked the Warriors 
out of  the tournament.

With low odds, the Warriors traveled to Ed-
monton, Alberta after placing as the last of  six 
teams despite being OUA fi nalists. On March 14, 
they opened the proceedings with a seemingly 
insurmountable challenge: The University of  
Alberta Golden Bears. The Bears were the num-

ber-one ranked team in the country, making them 
the undisputed favourites.The game began with 
the Warriors on the defensive as their aggressive 
physicality resulted in a number of  penalties, but a 
strong penalty kill combined with remarkable saves 
from fi fth-year veteran goalie Keaton Hartigan 
to deny the Bears. 

In the middle of  the fi rst period, Colin Behenna 
was able to feed the puck to CIS scoring cham-
pion Justin Larson, who one-timed it past Bears 
goalie Kurtis Mucha for the 1–0 lead. The lead 
held through the second period, where Hartigan 
was again put to the test and made save after save 
behind a strong Waterloo defence.

In the third period, Alberta’s Johnny Lazo was 
penalized for a two-minute minor and ten-minute 
misconduct for a dangerous check to the head of  
Joe Underwood. On the powerplay, the Warriors 
extended their lead to 2–0, sealing the Bears’ 

fate. Despite executing a perfect set-up on the 
powerplay resulting in a goal with three and a half  
minutes to go, the Bears were sent packing 2–1.

Fresh from this upset win, the Warriors went 
into Saturday’s game against the St. Mary’s Hus-
kies with renewed confi dence and determination. 
The Warriors again started strong when  Behenna 
jumped past an opposing player’s check behind the 
net and centered the puck for Larson, who buried 
it for 1–0 lead just 25 seconds into the fi rst period. 
After CIS MVP Lucas Bloodoff  was sent off  the 
ice for his second check to the head in as many 
games, the Warriors had a fi ve-minute powerplay, 
but could not fi nd the net a second time.

St. Mary’s fought back, levelling the score 
with just under four minutes remaining in the 
period. The Huskies continued to put pressure 
on the Warriors and extended their lead 2–1 in 
the second period. Tanaka poked his stick beneath 

Hartigan’s leg six minutes in, slipping in another 
goal. The Warriors couldn’t turn the game around 
in the third period and struggled to keep up with 
the Huskies, who took a 3–1 lead six minutes 
in. Their frustration reached a peak when they 
accidently turned the puck over to the Huskies 
in their own zone after holding off  a fl urry of  
offense, furthering their defi cit 4–1. Late in the 
period, the Warriors faced penalty trouble, giving 
Michael Strickland the opportunity to round the 
game off  with a fi nal goal and score of  5–1.

“I’m still at a lack of  words for what happened,” 
said head coach Brian Bourque after the game. 
Looking back on the whole weekend, though, 
the future for the Warriors is bright. Eighteen 
members of  the 21-man squad will be returning 
next year, aiming to build upon these remarkable 
heights of  achievement with greater experience 
and even greater ambition.

Amanda Guderian
SENIOR REPORTER

Speaking about playing badminton with 
his girlfriend, Nathan Lee jokes that he 
“lets her win sometimes.” Lee comes 

off  as a modest and humble athlete, but the 
fact is that his girlfriend is one of  the few 
people who can claim to have beaten this 
all-star badminton champ. 

In his four years on UW’s badminton team, 
Lee has been recognized as a top under-19 
singles player in Canada, won men’s singles 
and doubles silver at OUA Championships, 
and helped the badminton team win bronze 
for the second time in a row at this year’s OUA 
Championship. 

This year, he was named an OUA all-star 
for a third time in a row, but despite his suc-
cess, Lee doesn’t take himself  too seriously. 

BACK TO EARTH FOR  MEN’S  HOCKEY TEAM
UW’s Keaton Hartigan had an impressive tournament with 42 saves against the top-ranked Alberta Golden Bears COURTESY UW ATHLETICSCOURTESY UW ATHLETICS

ENGINEERED SUCCESS: NATHAN LEE AND HIS WINNING RACQUET
He says that badminton is a great outlet to 
goof  off, have fun, and meet new people in 
his travels. 

Over the years, Lee has travelled to Mex-
ico, Peru, and all over Canada just to name 
a few. Just last year, he represented Canada 
at the university international competition 
in South Korea, where he battled against 
badminton players from all around the world. 
Even though he lost in the second round to 

China, Lee stated that the intensity of  Asian 
players may be to blame. 

“I got to see Asian players. They’re a lot better, 
at a whole other level…I think they play more 
badminton than study. They can even major in 
badminton,” Lee said. Lee himself  is a 3B Elec-
trical Engineering student, so most of  his time is 
devoted to studying and fi nding his next co-op job. 

— See BIG DREAMS, page 16
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Stephen Kearse, 
SPORTS EDITOR

Turning back the clock a year, 
skip Jake Walker and his fellow 
curling Warriors surprisingly 

reached the CIS championships fi nal 
and lost to the dominant University 
of  Alberta Golden Bears. Starting 9 
a.m. on March 20, Waterloo will be 
competing again this year in the national 
tournament, only now as a force to be 
reckoned with after securing a second 
consecutive OUA gold medal. This 
confi dence is refl ected by Walker, 
whose only thoughts are “We want to 
win. We made the championship fi nal 
last year and lost, [so we] don’t want 
to repeat.” 

His second, first-year Jordan 
Moreau, echoed that confi dence and 
expressed his enthusiasm: “To be 
honest, it’s still hard for me to wrap 
my head around the fact that we’re 
actually leaving on Tuesday [Mar. 19] 
for Kamloops…This being my fi rst 
National, I want to do my best to take 
advantage of  this opportunity.”

The tournament will begin with 
round robin play, where every team will 
face each other once over the course 
of  two and a half  days. From there, 
four teams will enter the semi-fi nals 
(assuming no tie-breakers become 
necessary) to compete for a spot in 
the fi nals March 24. Eight teams make 
up the pool, including the Golden 
Bears. Asked for his thoughts on their 
March 21 afternoon re-match, Walker 
had very little concern, stating that 

MEN’S CURLING TEAM OFF 
TO CIS CHAMPIONSHIPS

“[we] shouldn’t treat this game … any 
different than how we will play every 
other team. It’s just another game. That 
mentality will help us play well.” 

Even Moreau, who was not on the 
team last year and acknowledged how 
huge a victory could be, was similarly 
level-headed about the affair: “I tend 
to go into games not concerned about 
who I’m playing and just try to focus 
on playing well. However, I understand 
that a win against Alberta would be 
huge for our team.”

In attending the championships, the 
team will be facing a number of  stresses: 
Jet lag from fl ying across three time 
zones, spending six days (Mar. 19-25) 
away from home, and competing in 
seven curling matches within a three-
day span. Walker expects that “the 
excitement of  not only being in B.C., 
but being at a national competition” 
will help keep him alert and focused, 
while Moreau cites “the opportunity 
to be Team Canada … to be able to 
contribute as much as I can to enable 
our team to achieve that goal” as a key 
motivation. The victor of  this compe-
tition will go on to represent Canada 
at the 2014 world championships in 
Karuizawa, Japan.

Altogether, the team is well-pre-
pared and in a good mindset for the 
upcoming competition. Two consec-
utive OUA gold medals, a CIS silver, 
and a highly experienced crew are all 
positives to draw upon. In the end,  it will 
all come down to one thing: “Focus,” 
said Walker. “Nothing else will matter 
when we’re in the moment.”

Continued from pg 15

Between working for RIM, var-
ious placements in Toronto, and 
a demanding school workload, he 
doesn’t have much time left for 
badminton — he only practises 
about four hours a week. This past 
week, however, was a little more 
practice-intensive as the upcoming 
Badminton Canada University/Col-
lege Championships are being held 
in Montreal March 21-24. “When a 
tournament’s coming up, I cram for 
it, like I cram for a test. I’ll put school 
on hold for a week,” Lee laughed. 
“That isn’t really good, though.”

Lee’s cramming this week should 
help with the pressure of  the tour-
nament as each individual member’s 
score is added up to see which univer-
sity won. “People get disappointed if  
you didn’t get a good score … but it’s 
a supportive environment overall,” 
Lee said. So far, his experience with 
the team and badminton in general 
has been a positive one. With a pen-
sive stare, he could not cite any low 
points in his career, which is quite 
an accomplishment considering that 
he has played the game since age 10 
and has been at it competitively since 

14. “If  I didn’t do well, I would stop 
and focus on school. 

“Before I joined the university 
team, I thought that my love of  
the game would deteriorate when 
I started to lose. So far, that hasn’t 
happened,” Lee mused. In fact, 
when Lee and a few other rookies 
joined the team in 2009, the bad-
minton team won for the fi rst time 
in 10 years. Ever since then, it has 
been one success after another.

Yet with this success, Lee has 
modest plans for the future. He 
doesn’t have high hopes to play 
professionally, at least not in Canada 
as there is little Canadian interest 
in the sport. Badminton has taught 
him a lot about life. Despite a fast-
paced and highly-intense depiction 
of  badminton, Lee talked about 
patience, teamwork, and working 
hard. Even though he thinks his 
success has changed him, it hasn’t 
been for the worse.

When asked what he thought he 
would fi nd if  he Googled himself  
in 10 years, Lee joked about being a 
millionaire. In reality, what he might 
fi nd are stories of  international 
success, on the court and off. That 
is, if  he has a free minute to check. 

BIG 
DREAMS IN 

BADMINTON
Nathan Lee talks 

about his future 
in badminton
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THE TRUTH ABOUT PROTEINS
IN FITNESS AND IN HEALTH

Kristen Leal
COLUMNIST

kleal@imprint.uwaterloo.ca

Editor’s note: Everyone’s health needs 
are different. Please consult with your 
doctor before beginning any diet or exercise 
program.

So far, we’ve covered fats and 
carbohydrates; I hope you’ve 
been avoiding the deep-fried 

trans fats and white breads. If  you 
have, and you’ve been snacking on 
apples and peanut butter instead of  
doughnuts, I’m willing to bet you’re 
already noticing a difference.

This week, however, it’s time to 
talk about what is probably the most 
confusing of  the three macronutri-
ents: protein. Why do you need to 
eat protein? How much protein do 
you need? What kind of  protein 
should you eat? When should you eat 
protein? There are a lot of  questions. 
Have no fear, though — I’m here to 
set you straight.

Let’s start with why you need 
protein. It’s really quite simple: you 
need protein, just like you need 
carbs and fats, to survive. Proteins 
are necessary to produce enzymes, 
hormones, antibodies, new cells, 

and, most importantly, to help in 
the growth and repair of  the vari-
ous systems throughout your body. 
Without protein, your body couldn’t 
maintain its structure and would 
eventually waste away to nothing.

But how much protein do you 
really need? This will be up to you 
to decide. Some people operate best 
on high-fat, high-protein diets, while 
others need high-carb and low-pro-
tein content. The exact proportions 
are up to the individual, but you 
should generally aim for no less than 
30 per cent of  your daily calories to 
be protein. One gram of  protein is 
equal to four calories, so depending 
on how much you eat every day, you 
should consume about 30-90 grams.

Keep in mind, though, that this 
range will change depending on 
your goals. Those looking to put 
on muscle mass will require more 
protein than average as protein is 
a basic building block of  muscle 
creation. Those looking to lose 
weight will also typically consume 
more protein than average as it 
keeps us fuller for longer due to a 
long breakdown time.

Proteins are made up of  amino 
acids, but what are those?  Without 
giving you a biology lesson — which 
I won’t anyways, since I’m not a 
biology student — there are 20 
amino acids, and our body naturally 
creates 11 of  them. The other nine 
are considered essential and must 
be taken in through various food 
sources. To be considered a com-
plete protein, a food must contain 

all nine essential amino acids in 
appropriate concentrations. Fish, 
meat, cheese, eggs, and other food 
products from an animal source are 
all examples of  complete proteins.

But have no fear, vegetarians and 
vegans: quinoa, an ancient grain/
seed (depending on who you ask) is a 
non-mammal derived complete pro-
tein that can be eaten in abundance. 
Same with soy, although there is a 
considerable amount of  scientific 
research out there pointing to soy as 
an endocrine (hormone) disrupter, 
so you should limit your soy intake if  
possible. Nuts, seeds, and lentils are 
also valuable sources of  proteins. 
And just like there are complete pro-
teins, there are incomplete protein 
sources as well. These are foods that 
don’t have all nine essential acids, 
but can be eaten in combination 
with other incomplete proteins to 
create them, which is commonly 
how vegetarians and vegans get 
their protein sources.

As far as the specific kinds of  
protein you should eat, that depends 
on your lifestyle. Us omnivores can 
consume protein through a variety 
of  different meats, including chick-
en, turkey, beef,  pork, eggs, and 
dairy products. Vegans and vegetari-
ans have to get a little more creative 
with their protein sources. One 
of  the most common incomplete 
protein couples is rice and beans, 
since rice has low concentrations of  
the amino acids beans that are high 
in, and vice versa. Together, they 
create a complete protein. I could 

write a whole extra column about 
incomplete protein sources, but if  
you’re a vegetarian or vegan, I urge 
you to do your own research into 
non-animal based protein sources.  

When it comes down to actually 
eating protein, you should aim to 
have at least one protein source 
with every meal. When eaten in 
combination with a carb or a fat, 
protein takes longer to break down 
and digest, so you stay fuller for 
longer. This could be as simple as 
eggs for breakfast, some meat with 
lunch, and maybe a fillet of  fish 
for dinner. Vegans and vegetarians 

might opt for a bowl of  quinoa flake 
hot cereal for breakfast (kind of  
like oatmeal, but with the protein 
boost), some rice and beans with 
veggies for lunch, and a stir-fry with 
nuts and seeds for dinner.  

So get creative, and try new 
protein sources. Never had quinoa? 
Give it a shot. Trying new foods is a 
great way to expand your nutritional 
repertoire while getting some amaz-
ing macronutrients along the way. 

Kristen is a fourth–year Science stu-
dent and certified Zumba instructor. You 
can follow her on Twitter, @kristenleal

You need protein, just 
like you need carbs 
and fats, to survive....
the exact proportions 
are up to the 
individual, but you 
should generally aim 
for no less than 30 per 
cent of your daily 
calories to be protein.
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Do you have any photos that showcase UW’s past? Submit them to 
distractions@imprint.uwaterloo.ca and it could make it into Imprint!

BY SAM NABI

Waterloo’s Tiddlywinks team, the Sabre-
teeth, finished fourth in the 1970 West division 
playdowns at Cornell University. The Sabre-
teeth edged out McGill to qualify for the North 
American continental championships.

CAMPUS QUESTION
WHAT’S THE CRAZIEST THING 

YOU SAW ON ST. PATRICK’S DAY?

Zoe Kim
STAFF REPORTER

Xiaobo Liu
PHOTOGRAPHER

“The trash on Ezra Ave.”
Arjun Sondhi
4A STATISTICS

“Some guys pushed 
their roommate, who 
was in a wheelchair, 

down a hill.”

Saudia Rahamat
3B ENGLISH AND SOCIOLOGY

“Multiple blocks of 
code that each took 2 

hours to run.”

“A Laurier student 
getting run over by a 
police horse. ”

Jose Patino
4A ECONOMICS

Arjun Sondhi
4A STATISTICS

WELL EXCUUUUUSSSSEE ME
BY MIKA ILIC

Last week’s solution available at uwimprint.ca

Across

1. The sexual quality of  something
8. Not fulfi lled 
13. Slang for under the infl uence
16. A soft Italian cheese
17. Having two parts
18. Suffi x used for unsaturated hydrocarbons
19. Ocean wreckage (2 words)

21. Paid announcements
22. Amorously look at
23. A type of  cloud
25. A dormitory attached to a college (3 words)
30. Extends from one side to another
32. Consume
33. Prophet

34. A condition where there are more than fi ve 
fi ngers on a hand
39. A member of  the lowest Hindu caste
40. Before mode or carte (2 words)
41. Mother of  the Titans
42. Bros use plenty of  it
43. Nations based on equal rights have the right 
to freely choose their sovereignty
51. Aquaman’s sidekick, Aqua__
52. A star showing a sudden large increase
53. Central Processing Unit
54. Place
57. A person who sells facial products
61. Toronto Maple Leafs or Oakland Raiders
62. Fit
63. Sits lazily
64. Throughout the world
70. Cats
71. Pretentious person
72. Not con
73. Conceited (2 words)
81. Basic monetary unit of  Romania
82. A large nest of  a bird
83. More trite
84. A time zone
85. Wrench
86. Holding views that disagree with accepted 
doctrine

Down

1. Time period
2. Eve was made from this
3. Organization of  Chinese Americans
4. Not backwards
5. It would (shortened)
6. Poop
7. Ice cream fl avour found at most sushi places
8. A cow has one
9. National University of  Singapore
10. Miles per hour
11. Evoke
12. Lukewarm
13. Studied
14. An agent capable of  activating specifi c genes

15. A small block of  stone used in the construc-
tion of  a mosaic
20. Will Farrell played one
24. Final consequence
25. Meat prepared by Muslim law
26. Vill___
27. Type of  drug
28. Electrical fi sh
29. Speak
30. Mineral springs
31. Follows fl ag, precedes vault
35. Grew old
36. Dog’s archenemy
37. Knot
38. Fables
39. Dead or Mediterranean
42. Small bug
44. Sweethearts
45. One half  of  the parents in a nuclear family
46. The other half  of  the parents in a nuclear family
47. I have (shortened)
48. Coldly
49. A gemstone
50. Female counterparts to priests
54. Mark with numerous small dots
55. Gives a permanent post
56. If  John doesn’t want to make dinner, he… 
(2 words)
57. Certifi ed Public Accountant
58. Buffalo Sabres Steve
59. Sick
60. State Denver is in (shortform)
62. Respond
65. Cut again
66. A small island
67. Loneliest number
68. Coined on one occasion
69. Loathe
74. Rock
75. Library of  Iterative Solvers
76. Make a mistake
77. Santa ___ , Orange County
78. Loud noise
79. Echoencephalograph
80. Not wet 

Distractions distractions@imprint.uwaterloo.ca
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Dear Sara, I think I have rats in 
my house. I saw one run behind 
my wardrobe last night and into 
my wall. What should I do?

I’m sorry, reader, I couldn’t read 
your question because my eyes 
were blurring from tears of  

fear and anxiety. You have rats in 
your home? And you saw one? How 

did you not die of  a heart attack? 
I send myself  into cardiac arrest 
when the tree branches outside my 
bedroom window scrape against the 
glass. Seriously, you were probably 
a Viking warrior in a previous life. 
Congratulations on that.

I guess my fi rst piece of  advice 
would be for you to ask advice of  
someone who isn’t petrifi ed of  
rodents. Because honestly, reader, 
if  I were in your situation, my 
instinctual response upon seeing 
a rat would be to: a) scream, b) 
try to bludgeon it to death with a 
spatula, c) realize a spatula isn’t a 
very good weapon of  death and 
grab a hammer, and fi nally, d) miss 
the rat by a mile because I have no 
aim and accidentally smash a huge 
hole through my fl oor.

This, by the way, is exactly why I 
am a big advocate of  never “going 
with your gut.” The only thing your 
gut knows is digestion, reader. Don’t 
give it any more responsibility than, 
say, dealing with the inappropriate 
number of  brownies you had ear-
lier today. We outlived mammoths 
because of  our brains, not our 
guts. How do I know? Because 
mammoths had much larger guts 
than us. QED. Science.

That said, there are a lot of  very 
well-informed people who know 
exactly what you should be doing 
in this situation. I will refer to them 
for help on this subject. 

First of  all, don’t feel bad or 
embarrassed about the infestation, 
reader. Toronto’s Kensington Mar-
ket recently had to deal with a rat 
infestation, and it was not because 
of  sub-par cleanliness, but rather 
because of  sub par construction. 
According to Jim Chan, Toronto 
public health’s food safety manager 
who was interviewed by the Toronto 

LIONS AND TIGERS 
AND RATS, OH MY!

DEAR SARA

Sara Gajic
COLUMNIST

sgajic@imprint.uwaterloo.ca

Star, rats can fi t through holes the 
size of  a quarter. Thus, rats are only 
getting in because you have holes 
in your fl oor or walls, probably in 
your basement (if  you have one). 

This means that you will have 
to do a little tour of  your house 
and fi nd out where those holes are, 
reader. If  you can cut off  their entry 
points, your problem is most likely 
fi xed. Unfortunately, rats have teeth 
like little daggers (this imagery is 
not helping with my anxiety, reader 
— I hope you’re appreciating what 
I’m doing for you), which means 
they can chew through almost 
anything. Therefore, you will have 
to use metal sheeting to cover those 
holes, and wire mesh to cover any 
holes that you have to keep open 
in your home, like vents, according 
to Toronto public health. 

I would recommend going to 
your local Home Depot for these 
products. There is a Home Depot 
on King Street, which is probably 

near where you live. It has galva-
nized metal block ends and joist 
liners available for under $5 apiece. 

I’m no Isaiah Mustafa, but from 
my limited knowledge of  man 
things, I’m given to understand that 
both of  these products are used 
to seal off  spaces in your home, 
like ducts and vents and the space 
between a joist and a wall or fl oor. 
They would probably be suitable 
for blocking any rat holes as well.

Secondly, set rat traps all around 
your house. And don’t give me any 
of  that “but rodents deserve to 
live, too!” If  you want to die of  the 
plague and leave your house to the 
rats, then be my guest. 

However, if  you want to live, you 
will booby trap your home with as 
many neck-snapping Saw devices 
as you can. Again, I recommend 
the Home Depot for this. They 
have rodent traps available starting 
at $2.98.

Thirdly, keep all garbage and 
food safely out of  reach. That 
will both discourage the rats from 
entering your house and keep you 
healthy and plague-free.

Finally, if  all this doesn’t work 
and/or you are seeing multiple 
rats, dead and alive, in your house, 
please contact an exterminator as 
quickly as possible. After all, how 
much help can I possibly be? I’m 
just a scared girl writing on her 
laptop in a bedroom that doesn’t 
have any rats in it.

Or does it?
You’ll have to excuse me for a 

second. I just need to scour every 
corner of  my suite with a fl ashlight 
for a bit.

If  you have a question for Sara, 
please e-mail it to her and she would be 
happy to reply.

This, by the way, is exactly 
why I am a big advocate of 
never “going with your gut.” 
The only thing your gut knows 
is digestion“
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