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PARTY’S OVER

MARK ZAMMIT

“Club DC” is still at capacity — just a lowered one

UW removes tables from noisy and crowded Davis Centre

Jacqueline McKoy
STAFF REPORTER

wenty-two tables and eighty-cight

I chairs have been removed from the

Davis Centre Library and distributed

throughout the Student Life Centre. The

remaining tables have been spread out to

provide a quicter and less cramped group
study area in the library.

Hundreds of comments submitted to the
library website’s “DC Zone” section over the
past few months have pointed out such issues
as excessive noise, socializing, and general
misuse of the DC group study area, leading
to the need to transform the space into one
morte suitable for studying.

Bringing down the volume in DC seems
to be working so far, according to Jennifer
Haas, the DC library’s head of information
services and resources.

Haas said that the main floor “seems
quieter dring the day, at the very least.” Stu-
dent users of the library have noticed the
newfound quiet, but are not yet accustomed
to the library’s new character. Electrical en-
gineering student Hussein El-Kotob says he
thinks that “this new quiet campaign doesn’t
really work...If you want quiet [study], there’s
DP, but DC is for group work.” Jokingly, he
added, “...maybe they should advertise DC
as the loud library.”

Despite being appreciative of less noise,
other students are bothered by the new lack
of group work space in DC. “It’s harder to
find free tables during the daytime,” com-
mented math/business student Laura Chelaru,
who noted that she’s seen students studying
on the library floors since the tables were
removed.

Library staff are aware of these concerns,
and have provided an almost-comprehensive
list of alternative campus study spaces on
their web site.

Future plans

Haas mentioned that while cellphone use
is a major source of noise in both libraries,
there are potential legal issues preventing
the university from blocking signal access
in ecither building. The planning team has
considered adding expanded lounge areas or
“cellphone booths” similar to those found
in other university libraries, but there are no
concrete plans.

Thelibrary’s project team is also consulting
with acoustics experts and representatives at
Plant Operations to find structural solutions
to help mute sound in the library.

Individual study rooms in the Davis Centre
Library will be a thing of the past. The rooms,
which thelibrary’s Communications and Devel-
opment Manager Mary Stanley explained were
originally typing rooms that were abandoned
during the most recent DC renovation. They
have not received much positive feedback from
students and are often described as “smelly and
claustrophobic,” said Stanley.

“Ideally, [the library] would completely
change the open area,” she continued, in
particular moving the collection to the cen-
tre of the main floor and creating a variety
of new group study areas facing Ring Road.
Haas noted that these spaces will hopefully
provide amenities for more effective studying
and collaboration, such as whiteboards.

Despite the abundance of plans to optimize
study space in both libraries, there is currently
alack of funding to realize these goals. UW’s
libraries have previously received extensive
corporate funding — $1 million from RBC
for the 2004 Davis Centre renovation and
hundreds of computer workstations from
IBM — but there are currently no sponsors
confirmed for this round of upgrades.

What about DP?

Plans to upgrade study space in Dana
Porter, however, are less directed. Renova-
tions to the main floor of the library were
completed last summer, but work spaces
on the upper six floors have been relatively
untouched. Sharon Lamont, the library’s
organizational services director says that
“The main [priority] is to replace the study
carrels with more modern ones,” as funding
becomes available.

Allocating more floor space for studying,
however, could force some library books
underground. According to the university’s
Master Plan, there is an underground area
between Dana Porter and the Arts Lecture
Hall that can be used as an extension of the
library stacks storage system. Lamont notes
that there is no plan at present to relocate
library holdings, and that such a plan would
be subject to possible lengthy deliberation
with university administration.

Student input still needed

Student involvement in transforming the
library has, at times, been difficult to solicit.
Feds will be working with library administra-
tion to form a library advisory committee
that will bring together students, faculty,
and staff to provide input on the library’s
future. As well, students are still invited to
offer their feedback on library renovations
at http://www.lib.uwaterloo.ca/dczone/
spring2009/feedbackform.html.

jmckoy@imprint.uwaterloo.ca
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HARSH ENVIRONMENT FOR U
SUMMIT CENTRE?

Muskoka campus moving forward despite threat of legal action

Ryan Webb
STAFF REPORTER

niversity of Waterloos Dean

of Environment, Dr. Deep

Saini, faces a critical ques-
tion on July 14, when he meets with
residents of the Town of Huntsville:
whether they will welcome UW whenit
opensits new Faculty of Environment
campus in the community for the Fall
2010 semester.

Saini’s public meeting will come
nearly two weeks after Huntsville
Town Council changed the location
of the proposed facility in a June 30
emergency session in response to a
threat of legal action made by two
local residents, Jim and Terry Mc-
Caffery. Legal action could threaten
the whole project, as its construction
relies on funds set aside by the Ca-
nadian government for expenditures
related to the 2010 G8 Summit, which
is to be held in Huntsville.

The McCaffery brothers feel the
project was rushed through normal
procedures and question whether the
town has the right to develop on the
site at all. They point to the 1923 deed
for the property that stipulates that
it be used to memorialize locals who
perished during the First World War,
and for “athletic purposes .. .] orother
amusements.”

“Council unanimously agreed to
the change, rather than risk the loss
of the University of Waterloo facility,”
Mayor Claude Doughty announced
in a press release. “The effect of any
delay caused by legal action would be
devastating to the hopes, dreams and
aspirations of Huntsville.” Hedeclined
to offer an opinion on the legal validity
of the deed issue.

Based on council’s decision, the
entirety of the building’s new footprint
will lie on an area designated for road
allowance thatbisects the property,and
which council argues falls outside of
the 1923 arrangement. A new veteran’s
memorial, which was promised by
council as part of the original project,
also remains on the agenda.

The Huntsville Forester local news-
paper reports that although Jim Mc-
Caffery believes that council’s revised
plan still falls outside “the spirit of the
original deed,” he will not proceed with
legal action “atthis point, pending other
benefactors that want to come in.”

The fight over “green”

As Imprintreported in May, UW en-
teredintoanagreementwith Huntsville
— located approximately 125 kilome-
ters north of Barrie—to openaunique
environment-focused campus there
after it plays host to the leaders of the
wortld’s wealthiest countries for the G8
Leader’s Summit. The G8 will use the

facility as an operational centre during
the Summit and, afterward, the new
federally funded facility will be leased to
the faculty of environment to be used
as a research facility and conference
centre. Saini anticipates that upwards
of 3,000 researchers and students will
makeuse of the UW Summit Centre for
the Environment each year. In recent
years the land designated for the new
facility has been used as a soccer field,
butin the pastit has been a trailer park
and a venue for demolition derbies. It
lies in a natural bowl that ovetlooks a
lake in Muskoka’s cottage country.

The site’s countrified setting was
a priority for both the G8 organizers
and the environment faculty. The tem-
porary guest hopes that the relatively
remotelocation will dissuade crowds of
protestors, which are ubiquitousatsuch
high-profile meetings, from gathering,
Meanwhile, UW hopes to use the rural
setting to provide unique opportunities
for ecological research, education op-
portunities, and, ultimately, to further
increase the academic prestige of its
faculty of environment.

However, the idyllic location has
proved to be Janus-faced: Muskoka
residents highly value their natural
spaces, and some are vocally against
any development on the site. The Mc-
Cafferys, the same two residents who
threatenedlegal actionagainst the town,
claim 500 residents have signed a peti-
tion against the use of the site that they
advertised in the local newspaper.

Central to much of the criticism is
the desire to preserve the natural beauty
of the lookout area, and to ensure it
remains an accessible green space for
the community. The nearby school
makes use of the field for physical
education around the year. However
even proponents readily concede that
the Memorial Park soccer pitch at the
site is less than perfect. The strongest
opposition has come from those who
use the area as a park. According to
resident Barb Hesk, who was critical of
the proposed location, the “seclusion”
and “peacefulness” of the parkis “one
of its main draws.”

Doughty feels such criticisms
are “a reach.” The town’ website
indicates that the “site will make up
approximately 4.5 hectares.” He told
Imprint that the whole UW Summit
Centre building will occupy no more
than a “hectare” and that the rest of
the ground will be open to the public.
“Thecity owns overahundredacres. ..
Arrowhead Park is five minutes away,”
he continued.

Council has also been drawing at-
tention to its construction of a new
soccer field, albeitin a different part of
Huntsville. It insists that, to the extent
the motion was passed through quickly,
itwas because of the time critical nature

€ ¢ Muskoka residents highly value
their natural spaces, and some are
vocally against any development on

the site.
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of the project. A press release points out
thatwhen the university’s proposal was
accepted by the municipality on May 25,
nobody raised any objections.

Although Saini is no stranger to
environmental stewardship, he may
have a difficult time convincing criti-
cal Huntsville residents that a ‘green
future’ means development atop their
favourite green space.

When contacted by a critical
resident, the dean of environment
maintained that the campus would act
in the “best interest” of the environ-
ment. A conceptual report presented
in council by the construction firm
overseeing the building, Greystone
Project ManagementInc.,indicates that
construction will proceed using this
green philosophy. In addition to local

matetials and efficient windows, the
plan calls for the use of displacement
ventilation with solarand geothermal
heating, green roofing, and solar
photovoltaic and small wind turbine
power generators.

Letters from readers published
on The Huntsville Foresters website
regarding the UW project have

‘ Proposed
Building 265'x54"

been generally mixed. Some share the
McCafferys’ perspective, while others
indicate they would welcome a post-
secondaryinstitution in the community.
However, the latter sentiment raises
anotherareaof confusion: the extentto
which the UW Summit Centre campus
will benefit undergraduates.

The faculty has not indicated
whether undergraduates would have
any access to the facility at all. Indeed,
if the town’s press release is any in-
dication, things are not promising in
this area. The Summit Centre “will
not be a classroom in the traditional
post-secondary institutional sense,”
it said. Instead the Centre will cater
to researchers, high school students
and executives looking for conference
space. This is in stark contrast from a
typical “institution of higherlearning,”
which many residents seem to assume
the facility will be.

In the end though, critical opin-
ions may not count for much: prepa-
rations for construction have begun
in earnest. “The destruction of the
forests leading up to the hillis already
well underway,” Hesk wrote in an e-

Fairy Lake

mail to Imprint in mid-June.

Meanwhile, Doughty expressed
confidence that, despite the continued
possibility of legal action, council’s
unanimous motion would success-
fully keep the project on schedule.
Groundbreaking is set for later in July,
or eatly August.

Mayor Doughty told Inprintthathe
was “over the moon” at the prospects
of a UW campus in Huntsville. “We
ask that residents come forward and
welcome the University of Watetloo
with open arms to our community,”
he said in the statement announcing
Saini’s July 14 meeting.

The UW Summit Centre is to be
housed in a new $9 million facility.
Construction costs are being paid for by
some $40 millionin government funds
that are being distributed through the
G8infrastructure fund. Before the fund
closeditsapplication process eatliet this
month, it had received $450 million in
proposals for a piece of its $50 million
bounty. The fundis expected to pay out
its final $10 million before the end of
this month.

rweb@imprint.uwaterloo.ca
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YORK ELECTION
MEDDLING

Mohammed Shouman
REPORTER

York Student Federation
accuses Conservative
politicians of election
meddling

he York Federation
of Students (YES) has
issued a press release

accusing two Conservative
politicians — MP Peter Kent
and MPP Peter Shurman — of
interfering in the YFS general
elections.

Through the Freedom of
Information Act, YFS obtained
copies of email messages be-
tween the politicians’ assistants
and university executives. The
student federation claims the
messages indicate “persistent
inquires...about the results of
the York student elections.” The
YES also stated that both politi-
cians appeared to ask whether
the university would annul the
results. In fact, Kent assigned a
key staff member tointervenein
the election on behalf of amore
conservative, pro-Israeli team of
candidates.

Amoreleft-wing, pro-labour,
and pro-Palestinian roster won
the general elections. However,
the losing team complained
about voting irregularities, such
as accusations of campaigning
within proximity of the ballot
box and additional ballots being
printed. Nevertheless, the stu-
dentelection committee decided
to uphold the vote. This, in turn,

CAMPUS WATCH

led to the e-mail messages being
sent by the Thornhill politicians’
assistants. The YFS accuses the
federal and provincial Conset-
vative parties of attempting to
influence students’ democratic
decision-making processes.

“The student elections were
run in a fair and democratic
manner and in accordance with
our bylaws,” said Krisna Sarava-
namuttu, president of the YFS.
“The York administration and
members of the Conservative
Party have no right or authority
tointerferein the elections of the
students’ union simply because
they disagree with student criti-
cisms of their policies.”

Kent and Shurman denied
allegations of meddling. They
insisted that they were merely
seeking updates on behalf of
their constituents. Many of
these constituents, they said,
were Jewish students who were
concerned about on-campus
anti-Semitism.

York Vice-President Rob
Tiffin said the e-mail messages
have been treated as requests for
information, and not as political
pressure. While York is not plan-
ningon cancelling the vote, Tiffin
asked the YFS to have an external
firm perform a review of the
university’s election process.

Kent is also the Minister
of State for Foreign Affairs
(Americas).

— With files
The Toronto Star.
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LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT IN KW
Enhanced service to benefit UW students

Erin Harrison
STAFF REPORTER

variety of resolutions regard-
ing the Rapid Transit Initia-
tive were approved by city

councillors at the June 24 Waterloo
Regional Council meeting.

Resolutions included the choice
of Light Rail Transit (LRT) as the
preferred technology for the system
(over Bus Rapid Transit, BRT). Also
endorsed was the final route and
station location for the future rapid
transit line.

After presentations by a number of
delegates and some heated discussion
amongst councillors, all the resolu-
tions were passed by a wide margin,
despite strong protestations by Cam-
bridge mayor and councillor Doug
Craig, who was the only member of
regional council to vote against light
rail technology. Overall however, the
sentiment in council chambers was
overwhelmingly positive and viewed
the approval of these resolutions as a
step towards creating a stronger and
more successful region.

“In future years, people will look
on this decision as doing something
more than anything else to manage
growth and shape Waterloo Region,”
said Regional Chair Ken Seiling, “Our
ability to cope with growth and ensure
our future quality of life will depend
on providing a transportation system
that encourages intensification, limits
urban sprawl to protect our agricul-
tural and environmentally sensitive
lands, and avoid gridlock by providing
alternatives to the dependence on cars
as we grow.”

Withan estimated $790 million bud-
get, the project will be implemented in
two stages. Stage one of the approved
rapid transit route consists of install-
ing light rail technology running from
Conestoga Mall to Fairview Park Mall
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in Kitchener, with adapted bus rapid
transit running from Fairview Park
Mall to the Ainslie Street terminal in
Cambridge. The second stage of the
project, which will follow the comple-
tion of stage one, consists of continu-
ing light rail transit from Fairview Mall
to Ainslie Street Terminal.

Project background

Wiaterloo Region is one of the fast-
est growing communities in Canada,
with an existing population of 500,000
residents. While this isn’ta staggeringly
large number, it’s forecasted thatin the
next 25 years, the region will be home
to approximately 729,000 . In order to
plan for the challenges associated with
such a rapid population and employ-
mentgrowth, the Region of Watetloo’s
proposed Rapid Transit Initiative will
link the residential, commercial, and
employment areas of the three cities
(Kitchener, Cambridge, and Waterloo).
This will help to ensure the Region’s
competitiveness, and prospetity in the
coming years.

In June 2003, the Watetloo Re-
gional Council adopted a long-term
framework for growth management
and direction as embodied by the Re-
gional Growth Management Strategy
(RGMS). The RGMS was strongly
supported by the Ontario provincial
Places to Grow Growth Plan for the
Greater Golden Horseshoe (2006)
which identified the development of
rapid transit service linking the cores
of the region through a central transit
corridor as key to supporting down-
town revitalization and controlling
urban sprawl.

In May 2004, the Government of
Canada, the Government of Ontario
and the Region of Waterloo jointly
announced funding to support Transit
Initiative Technical studies and the
preparation of an environmental as-
sessment for the initiative.

UW impact

Jeff Casello, an associate professor
in the School of Planning and the De-
partment of Civil and Environmental
Engineering at the University of Wa-
tetloo has been heavily involved in the
planningof the Rapid Transit Initiative
for the past five years as botha member
of the public advisory committee and
as a member of an expert panel.

According to Casello, theintroduc-
tion of rapid transit — particularly
LRT — will benefit UW students by
enhancing quality and reliability of
transit service to the university. As the
rail will be separated from other traffic,
it will be faster, quieter, and more reli-
able than existing GRT service.

A further benefit will be the re-
design of the existing bus routes as
a result of the introduction of rapid
transit. The Region of Waterloo is
known nation-wide foritsleadershipin
progressive regional planning in terms
of land-use guidelines, growth policies
and regulations. According to Casello,
“if Rapid Transitis going to work any-
where in Ontatio, it'll be here.”

Next steps

The region s taking steps to negoti-
ate fundingagreements with provincial
and federal governments. When the
federal and provincial governments
announced the Building Canada Fund
a year ago, rapid transit for Watetloo
region was specifically cited as a top
priotity,and with such strong support, it
isexpected thathigherlevels of govern-
ment will pay a significant percentage
of the cost. As of June 27, the federal
government has committed $160 mil-
lion, which falls short of the one third
of the price expected, although it has
been stressed that this is only an initial
amount and that more money will be
allocated once the Region submits a
proposal.

Once funding is secured, the
system’s final design will begin in
2010 with construction on the LRT
scheduled to begin in 2012 (construc-
tion on the adapted Bus Rapid Transit
will likely begin earlier as it doesn’t
require as extensive an environmental
assessment as the LRT) with service
beginning in late 2014.

Transit enthusiasts like Jeff Casello
are hoping that some of that funding
will be set aside to study the land-
use impacts of the rapid transit line,
hopefully establishing some guidelines
and best-practice suggestions for fu-
ture lines in Ontario. With cities like
Mississauga and Hamilton currently
examining rapid transit options, pet-
haps the Watetloo experience could
lead the way.

eharrison@imprint.uwaterloo.ca
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TRUE USE OF MICROBLOGGING

ve finally caved and joined Twitter.

Since Twitter began, I'd disparaged it. After

all, what sort of meaningful discussion can
be packed into 140 characters? I’'m a writer, I'm
verbose, and I don’t like character limits. At first
glance, it feltlike an attack on intellectual thought
— all the inanity of SMS given its own forum.

But recently I realized the problem wasn’t
Twitter. The problem was most people were using it
wrong, which gave me a bad impression.

My initial problem was that I saw Twitter
from the same haughty point of view many see
the blogging site LiveJournal. LiveJournal had
earned a reputation for being where emotional
tweenage girls wrote (poorly) about their crush
of the day. And to some extent, the reputation is
true: it’s easy to find emo-drivel on LiveJournal.
But hidden in the mountains of crap there are
people, strangers even, who are worth following.
LiveJournal also has a sizable community of UW
students. Making full use of an online service
is just a matter of finding the right people, and
ignoring the dreck.

But there is a difference between the two
services: Twitter isn’t for essays. Twitter isn’t
even for discussions. It’s more fair to say that
Twitter is for discussion hooks. It’s good for
sharing links, sharing thoughts, or posting notes
for later use. “I just saw someone driving while
talking on a cell phone. It was a police officer.”
“UW is a place where you can sit with a group
of random people, and realize you have all the
ethnicities of the Planeteers.” Those posts are
meant to spur discussion, but aren’t meant to
be the discussion of the topics themselves. The

feed is meant not to be a dissertation, but a
list of possibly interesting thoughts and ideas.
Criticizing Twitter for lacking meaty discussion
is like criticizing the Yellow Pages for not having
restaurant reviews.

The problem with Twitter is most people don’t
write discussion hooks. Nobody cares when you
atelunch. “I’m eating” is a terrible, but stereotypi-
cal Twitter update. The solution for users like me
is as simple as not following those people, and
following more interesting people instead.

Twitter also fills a niche on the internet. I've
been asked, “Why get Twitter? Couldn’t you use
Facebook updates for the same thing?” But Twit-
ter fills a useful use-case. See, following someone’s
status on Facebook requires that person be my
friend first. Twitter is much more public. People
don’t really have to be friends; a lower threshold
of intimacy is required to share ideas — so I can
share my ideas with everybody. Twitter is like the
60s swinger party of our generation. Except we
swap bytes, not bodily fluids.

It’s easy for the crotchety skeptics like me to
look down on something because it’s a fad, but
just because something is popular for the wrong
reason, doesn’t mean that popular things are inher-
ently bad. Twitter is like the pen and notebook
I carry all the time, except anyone can read my
notes. And there’s a #se for that.

There are other good uses for Twitter, like
organizing flash mobs. But my pointis I shouldn’t
have bought into the anti-Twitter culture. Ratio-
nally, if the service has a use for e, that’s a good
enough reason to use it.

Community Editorial

WHAT DO YOU WANT OUT OF YOUR CAMPUS BAR?

Chris Neal
FEDS VP ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE

idyouknow that the Federa-

tion of Students operates

five businesses? Curty-Up/

Wasabi, Feds Used Books, Federation

Express, Federation Hall, and the

Bombshelter Pub are all run by the

Federation of Students ultimately

to serve you. Did you know that

one of these businesses is budgeted

to run a deficit for the 2009 — 2010
fiscal year?

The business in question is the

Bombshelter Pub. The business

currently runs with two separate vi-
sions. By day, we focus on creating
a friendly restaurant atmosphere
with a large variety of food choices
on our menu. By night we operate
more like a bar featuring Open Mic
Mondays, Legendary Wednesdays,
and Live Music on Fridays.

This article’s primary goal isn’t to
promote the Bomber. Rather, the goal
is to ask you, the readers, to consider
the question: “What do you want
Bomber to do for you?”

Given the business’s financial posi-
tion and after consulting with the Feds
Board of Directors and our general

manager, we’ve mandated that this
business needs to undergo strategic
planning. Clearly whatwe setouttodo
isn’t workingand the question we need
to ask ourselves is “What do students
want from the Bomber?”

So far, we have noticed that our
strengths include our location and
that we provide a safe place for our
students to drink. Our opportunities
are that we have over 20,000 students
at UW] and we have the ability to learn
what other student unions are doing
to reach students.

As our team goes deeper into the
rabbit hole our goal is to come out

of this process with a plan of action
that will set a vision for Bomber that
serves students better, and not at their
expense. After this plan is formed we
will take it to Student Council and
review it there to ensure that we are
giving you what you want.

Please contact your representa-
tives on the Student Council or
myself directly to get your opinions
included in the plans. Tell us what
you want to keep, and what you want
to go. Our businesses exist to serve
and benefit students. We want to
hear your ideas about how your bar
should be run.

Letters

Re: Stay or leave
Letter: To the editor,

Canada is a diverse and multi-cul-
tural country, where people from five
continents call it home and enjoy a
peaceful existence. As an international
student, my sentiments echo theirs,
believing that this country is full of
opportunities. However, the reality may
seem somewhat convoluted.

As far as I know, many Chinese
international students chose to stay
in Canada after graduating from a
Canadian university, however they
may not find an ideal position in their
field of study as they preferred. Many

internationally educated and trained
professionals take “makeshift” posi-
tions after an enormous amount of
time, effortand expense. A controversial
question may be: why don’t we go back
to our home country? Some of them
do return to their home country where
they make a good living, but many of
them regret theirinitial decision toleave
Canada, saying “Why didn’t I hang in
there just a little longer?” In contrast,
those who decided to stay and actually
found employment feel that they do
make a good living but not necessarily
possess a good life, imagining how the
grass might be greener on the other
side.

Simply put, which grass we choose
tositonisamatterof choice. Andwhen
it comes to making a choice, more of-
ten, there is no right or wrong method
for choosing, We make decisions based
onallavailable information, and expect
things to go as planned. Unfortunately,
things almost never “pan out” exactly
as we anticipate. Therefore, we need
to change our plans from time to time.
It is like a game of golf. Players try to
do the best they can do, but may not
make an eagle or a birdie any time they
choose. Even Tiger Woods cannot
guarantee that. They have to make
modifications to their plans according
to circumstances.

In ourlives, we should pattern our
mentality after the game of golf. We
should just “play golf” and aim for
the “hole,” doing whatever we believe
is good for us. If necessary, we can
always actively adjust our plans and
decide on our next move according
to the current situation. There should
never be any regret for what we try.
Instead, what we need to do is make
the most of past experiences, look
forward, and make as good a decision
as we possibly can for our own future
and future generations.

Junlong (Ieo) Gu

Statistics and Actuarial Science,
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the unlikely pairs to share America’s

insane 24-hour newsteel, Sarah Palin
and Michael Jackson would be such a pair.
But one must admit the obvious, a day
before America’s famed July 4 celebra-
tions, those were the only two things on
television — and believe me, it was indeed
sickening;

However, 1 will admit this much: the
American media’s sickening fawning over
these two controversial icons got me
thinking, I wondered what the two had in
common. What made the loss of these
two icons or divas (depending on what
aisle of the political spectrum you are
on) so painful? I could only come to one
conclusion.

They came and left the world stage
— unprepared.

Iwould never have thought that of all

In both cases, they were thrust into
the spotlight without any preparation for
it. Palin was yanked from her quiet spotin
the ice fields of Alaska where she lorded
over a handful of people and Alaskan
wildlife. Jackson’s world was crammed
with issues five-year-olds should not have
to deal with. In the end, despite their im-
mense talent and luck, they both led the
only type of lives a lack of preparedness
can guarantee — sad, failed lives. What
is even more painful about their physical
and political obituaries is the potential
they seemed to possess right before they
fell to fate’s heavy hand. Palin, it seemed,
would assumeleadership of the Republican
Party and perhaps stage a presidential run.
Jackson, it seemed, would wow the world
atthe O2arenaand truly reclaim his crown
as the King of Pop. Unfortunately, it turns
out that their efforts at recovery wete too
little, too late. They had fallen too deeply
into the pothole of vices thatpreparedness
should have disciplined them to avoid. For
Palin,itwasincoherentloquaciousness; for
Michael,itwas anindulgence that permitted
a dangerous drug addiction. Well, we can
comfort ourselves with the legacies they
left us, both of scandal-worthy Inguirer
covers and comic punch lines.

Tet us observe amoment of silence, if
you may, for these tragic demises.

While we are on the topic of prepared-
ness, I must drive home the point of
choice for this week — the preparedness
(I realize I am using this word quite a lot
now) of candidates who wish to contest
student election. Being an avid observer
of the student government scene, one
cannot help but get the impression that
some students run for student council
positions on whims or think it’s fine to run
for an election without reading the rules
for election procedure.

Unfortunately, what Waterloo students
fail to realize is that these lackadaisical
“candidates-on-whims” or “candidates-
in-ignorance” can never give them the
kind of representation they deserve and
desire. Why?

In the first place, candidates-on-whims
lack the will to serve. Anyone who is will-
ing to serve in student government must
give it considerable thought. Participating
in student government, despite the seem-
ingly enticing perks, means less time for

RACING TO THE GRAVE

yourself and the people you love just so
your constituents can get the representa-
tion they need. It means that you have to
get an education under stress just so you
can ensure others have it easier. It means
you are always in the spotlight; your every
move must be measured.

Student government officials should
ordinarily take on greatsacrifices todo their
jobs well. The problem now s that with the
advent of these “impulse” candidates, the
incentives are changing, Student officials
are more concerned with the perks of of-
fice than with its sacrifices. Perhaps what
is most shameful is the resumé-building
activity that the serious business of stu-
dent government has become. Student
government has become so cynical that
theinformaladvertising for studentcouncil
positions has invariably become “In fourth

While political apathy does seem like one of
Canada’s more hopelessly genetic diseases to
which there is no remedy, | do think there are
concrete ways that we can ensure we have a stu-
dent representation that actually works — rather
than one that pretends to.
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year and your resume is a mess? Run for
student council.” Perhaps this tragedy
would be at the very least, bearable, if can-
didates running on impulse actually took
anactiveinterestinadvocating theinterests
of their constituents. Unfortunately, the
bitter truth is that this is hardly the case.
But for the few who may be inspired by
some good-natured spirits, winning is the
end for the whimsical candidate. Since he
contested the elections without an issue
or a focus, he simply wins on the back
of vague campaign promises that mean
nothing, such as, “I am running to clean
up campus and make student government
more effective.” Thus, since there are no
specific obligations with which we can
measure performance, post-election, he
simply adjusts his resume, sighs “mission
accomplished” and disappears. Then we
wonder why student representatives are
absent at senate and council meetings.
Whatis even more dishearteningis that
our student government system enables
these destructive candidates to stand
for elections in the first place. My close
observations, especially of the student
governmentelectoral process, have shown
me whimsical candidates are more often
than not ignorant candidates. People run-
ning on a whim hardly care to know the
rules. Unfortunately, our electoral process
is such that there are no consequences for
not knowing the rules. I remember dur-
ing the winter elections, the majority of
candidates who had failed to submit their
budget expense forms before the deadline
stipulatedin the rules of election procedure
and the student council decided to pardon
them. Understandably, there are problems
with the procedure itself. Some of the
rules are not clear and are hardly compat-
ible with new realities. However, some
rules of election procedure are broken
frequently without any consequence for
the erring candidate; you have to wonder
why we bother with them atall. This makes
me wonder how the candidates resulting
from such a broken system, who can
hardly be bothered with a shortnine-pages
document, could be trusted to read senate
agendas that are hundreds of pages long
There is no doubt that for students to
have the best representation, we musthave
areformed electoral system that highlights
the contributions of informed and well

prepared candidates, rather than a system
that permits just about anyone who has
enough friends that translate to votes to
assume office.

Mostof all,if we must propetly appor-
tion the blame for this wortisome situation,
aless than vigilante student body had been
an endemic problem. Indeed, nothing is
worse than a student body that does not
take its student government setiously. I
must admit that a lack of volunteers will-
ing to dedicate time and effort to student
governmentis one of the reasons we have
been apt to settle for a harmful “second
best.”” Even worse, a lack of dedicated
individuals determined to effectivelymoni-
tor the activities of student government
has been central to this problem. I will be
the first to admit that even your student
media has failed you terribly in this regard.
However, despite new improvements by
the current student government, the lack
of openness and accountability in student
government has also contributed to these
policy failures. If students knew exactly
how their student dues were serving them
— ot not— perhaps they would be better
inclined to take issues of representation
more seriously.

While political apathy does seem like
one of Canada’s more hopelessly genetic
diseases to which there is no remedy, I do
think there are concrete ways that we can
ensure we have a student representation
that actually works — rather than one that
pretends to.

First we must restructure incentives
for participation in student government.
This does not necessarily mean that we
should cut whatever small benefits they
already have and make being in student
government even more of a title grab
than anything else. However, there is a
strong case for making student govern-
ment actually pay people who choose to
make the sacrifice—and actually perform.
Until we do this, student government will
keep losing necessary talent to minimum
wage positions at Tim Hortons and Feds
Express.

Second, we must strengthen the elec-
toral process to systematically weed out
intellectual lightweights. People who will
serve the student body well are people
who are knowledgeable about the process.

Elections thatarein factpopularity contests
donooneanygood. Candidates thatwould
be better off partying get stuck with hun-
dred page memos they must read to make
meaningful contributions. Constituents
that should be getting more for their dues
get stuck with a representative who really
hates the job but is just hanging in there
for the extra line on his resume.

Third and most importantly, we must
increase accountability in student govern-
ment. While this is definitely improving, a
lot more remains to be done. We need to
know everything Feds is dealing with— as
it is dealing with it. Those dictatorial days
when one individual makes decisions they
“think” students will agree with are clearly
over. Everyimportantissue that Feds faces
must be brought directly to the attention
of the students. Whether it is exams on
Saturday or budget proposals for Feds’
new fiscal year (a nudge and a wink here),
student governmenthasa responsibility to
open up the decision making to the floor.
If students feel strongly about it, they will
surely make their opinions heard. If they
arenotheard, perhaps theywillbe bothered
enough to speak with their vote in the next
clection. That student apathy is indeed
the bane of our student government can
no longer be an excuse for closed-door
decisions among a handful of people
with weak mandates. The process must
be opened up in the variety of ways that
are now possible, through social media,
town hall meetings, opinion editorials, and
paid announcements. If students will not
go to the information, we must take the
information to them and see if they will
not scream blue murder about something
the group-think of our student leadership
may have missed.

The tragic demises of Michaeland Palin
are forebodings of a failure to act in this
respect. Michaeland Palin were unprepared
whimsical candidates for greatness and
they lived and died tragically unfulfilled
andburied in swaths of controversy. Inthe
same way, a whimsical student leadership
will die early — and tragically unfulfilled.
Surely Watetloo desires no such fate. If
Wiaterloo must have a student govern-
ment that will not die a premature death,
our student leaders must first be prepared
to serve.

ARMEL CHESNAIS

eaboyeji@imprint.uwaterloo.ca
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CANADIAN COMIC CASSANOVA

ptrinh@imprint.uwaterloo.ca

yan Sohmer, writer of the Schuster
ngard—winning webcomic Least I Could
o (wwwleasticoulddo.com), has been
working in the webcomics industry since 2003.
Aswellas writing a comic that follows the world
of Rayne — a man that knows the world of
seduction like the back of his hand — he is
also the co-creator of the fantasy webcomic
Looking for Group alongside Least I Could Do
artist, Lar deSouza. Currently, the two are up
for three Harvey Awards this year, including
“Best Cartoonist” and “Special Award for
Humor in Comics.”

Sohmer is also the co-founder of the
indie entertainment company Blind Ferret
Entertainment with Randy Waxman. The
company has been involved in a slew of
projects such as books, merchandise, and
animations. With the company, Sohmer
has helped begin animated series based on
his webcomic, as well as for Cir/+Alt+Del
(Buckley: www.ctrlaltdel-online.com) and
PvP (Kurtz: www.pvponline.com).

T'had the opportunity to talk to Sohmer and
ask him about his success making comics and
working in the independent industry. Here is
our conversation:

Peter Trinh: First off, happy
belated birthday! Hope the party
was good! From what I've heard,
it’s best to think of aginglike you’re
levelling up.

Ryan Sohmer: One more step towards the
abyss, true, and yet I got a Transformers cake,
so I can’t complain too much.

Trinh:It’s been aboutsix years since
Least I Could Do (LICD) started!
Did you guys ever think you'd get

this successful in the webcomics
scene?

Sohmer: Moving on seven, actually.

Whenwe originallybegan I.ICD, itwas nothing
more than a writing exercise, to prove to myself
whether I could write this thing, or not. Onlya few
years into it did I begin to see the potential.

But no, I never thought I'd be where we are
today. Hoped, maybe.

Trinh: With all your latest projects,
like the animations and your comic
Looking for Group, I'm enjoying
LICD: Beginningsalot. Asitcontrasts
from a lot of your other projects,
have you guys been wanting to
do Children’s-genre work for a
while or did the wish come up
around the time Beginnings started?

An interview with Ryan Sohmer

Sohmer: About two years ago, my sister-
in-law gave birth to a gorgeous little girl, and
since then, I found myself wanting to create
something that she’d enjoy when shesabitolder.
That, along with doing an homage of sorts for
Calvin & Hobbes is what really prompted us to
get going on beginnings!

Trinh: Including Calvin & Hobbes,
I’ve heard that some of your writing
influence comes from your friends and
family. Are they your main sources of
inspiration, or do you have others?

Sohmer: My biggest inspiration is life, the
world around me. I try to take in as much as I
can, fromwherever I can. My friends, my family,
a stranger, a hotel clerk, all of it.

Trinh: What does it mean to you,

being a Canadian comic writer?

Sohmer: To be honest, I've never really
looked at myself like that. I prefer to take a
more global view of things.

That said, ’'m proud to be Canadian.

Trinh: What comics ate you
reading now?

Sohmer: Funny enough, I’ve been in a
Kirkman mood lately and been re-reading his
Invincible, Walking Dead, and Wolfman series.
Alsoadoring Brubaker’s run on Captain America,
along with Garth Ennis on the Punisher.

Trinh: Do you have any upcoming
projects? Also, I remembera while back
someone started an online petition for
you to be the next writer of Deadpool;
has there been any update on that?

Sohmer: Too many upcoming projects to
list. A lot of things in the world of animation,
and a few new book projects.

As for me and Deadpool, all I can say is
that I’'m still trying to work my magic.

Trinh: Have you had any problems
with nay-sayers of Least I Could Do?
Your comic looks like it could cause
small bits of controversy among a
number of readers.

Sohmer: Problems? Not really. Amusing
e-mails? Hell yes.

We have a wall here in the office, where we
keep the best hate mails. I love it.

Trinh: What has helped you guys
succeed in making webcomics
and in creating Blind Ferret
Entertainment?

Sohmer: The normal stuff, really, profes-

sionalism in particular. If you say you’re going
to do something, then do it.

Your readers are the reason you are where you
are, and that’s never to be forgotten.

Trinh: Is there anything else you’d
like to mention: sage advice, tips?
Maybe a great recipe involving

Red Bull?

Sohmer: Don’t get discouraged, though it’s
often really easy to. Stick to it.

And yes, Red Bull does make everything
better.

If you want to know more about Sohmer
and the rest of Blind Ferret Entertainment, you
can check out their website at www.blindferret.
com. Also, if you’re in the Montreal area at
the time, the creative team’s having their an-
nual LICD Meet event from August 6 to 10,
complete with a tour of their studio, bowling,
and a whole lot of nightlife partying]

Serich;

open thurs-sat 9pm-2am
667 king street w kitchener 571-9032
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EVEN R. MCEVOY

nceuponatimeIbelieved that
OI needed to keep every book

I read. I also wanted to own
every book that I read. It soon became
obvious that this was impracticable, as
well as infeasible and nearly impossible.
This leads to both the need to purge
books, and the pain of purging books.
I have purged on many occasions, but
itisalwaysa bittersweet situation. T have
sold books when I needed space, when
I needed money, and sometimes just
because of changes in reading habits.
Now currently for me, purgingis a little
less painful for a few reasons. First,
I receive over 100 free books a year
because of the number of reviews 1
write and publish, both here in Inprint
and elsewhere. My blog, www.bookre-
viewsandmore.ca, receives about 500
hits a day and I have publishers and
authors contact me regularly asking
me to review their products. Second,
I also now have an e-book collection.
I have over 20,000 books in electronic
formatthatIhave collected over thelast
decade or so. These books ate sorted
by author and genre, and can easily be
carried on a jump drive or put on my
laptop and read at leisure. I enjoy the
e-book format because it is easier to
carry multiple books, and because I can
reread old favourites anytime I want
without having to keep the physical
book. But back to the topic at hand:
the need to purge physical books and
how to go about doing it.

For example, when I got married 1
had about 10,000 books in my library.
Currently, I have about 5,000 and of
that 5,000 only about 100 are books I
owned when I got married. If T still
had every book that I had owned and
read, I would need a second or third
house just for the books. So refraining
from purgingis notreallyan option, but
sinceitis painfulhow does one goabout
partingwith their books, their treasures,
their friends? Here in Waterloo, I do it
in a few ways. If I am selling because
I need money then I usually pull out
all the books I am willing to part with
and pile them on my den floort, then 1
go back through the shelves and pull
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out the sacrificial books. These books
are ones that I have had more than two
years in my “to read” pile but have not
read yet — books I intend to read but
just have not made a priority, or books
I have started but never got around to
finishing, Then I pull out the books I
know will bring the most cash. If Tam
just selling to make space, then I skip
this final step.

Once I have all the books pulled
out,Iload theminto boxes and hockey
duffel bags. Then the travel begins.
First, I take them to Old Goat Books
on King Street. They are a little more
picky about what they will take, but
pay prime dollar for used books, and
are great guys to deal with. Next, I hit
Bookworm on University. Anything
that Old Goatdid not take comes here.
They tend to take a good percentage
of the books, and even some of the
advance reading copies I get from
publishers. Then I hit A Second Look
Books in Kitchener. They take almost
anything and in any condition but do
not pay nearly as well. By this point I
am usually down to about 10 per cent
of the books I left the house with, and
these go to the Generations thriftstore
in Waterloo. I have a policy that “If
I pack up books to sell, it does not
need to come back home.” I get to
go home with some extra cash, empty
bags, and get to reorganize my den. 1
now have spaces on my shelves and
room for the new books that I receive
almost every week to review, which
get placed in the “to read” queue. My
office always feels cleaner and fresher
after a purge, because by the time
I have purged, I usually have every
shelf full, some with double rows of
books or stacks of books on tables,
and the front of shelves. So once all
the books are sacrificed, the space is
reorganized and is free of clutter at
least for a few months.

Hopefully those tips will help you
during your time here at UW] whether
you need to purge because you need
the money, the space, or it’s just time
for a change. Then someone else can
find what’s between the covers.

Carry Out Oriy
Plus Taxes

TO PURGE OR NOT TO PURGE

smcevoy@imprint.uwaterloo.ca

IAN CUTAJAR

€ ¢ Once upon atime | believed that | needed to keep every book
| read. | also wanted to own every book that | read. It soon be-
came obvious that this was impracticable, as well as infeasible

and nearly impossible.

Books

Help! Somebody Get Me Out of The Fourth Grade!
Hank Zipzer, Book 7
Henry Winkler and Lin Oliver

Penguin Canada

This series gets better and better. In this adventure,
Hank sneaks a peck at the teacher’s register and sees
“redo” beside his name. Now he is panicked he is go-
ing to have to repeat the fourth grade and be in the
same class as his brilliant younger sister. But rather
than asking adults he trusts to help him figure this
out, he devises his own plan. His plan includes getting
his parents out of town so they will miss his parent
teacher interview.

His plan is elaborate. First he needs to forget the inter-
view slip two days in a row. And he wins a trip for them
to Philadelphia to catch a rock concert. Now, his mother
wants to rock but his father, who collects mechanical
pencils and does crosswords, has no interest. Will he get
them to Philly? Will they miss the parent teacher inter-
view? Will he make it out of the fourth grade? Read this
wonderful story to find out.

I have said it before, but as someone with dyslexia
these books are eerily haunting. It is like reading a piece
about my own childhood; my struggles, failures, and
successes. These books are meant for a younger audi-
ence but they are great for anyone who struggled with
learning difficulties, even if they were diagnosed as an
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adult or university student. They are also great fun for
a family to read together or for those who know people
with these special needs.

— Steven R. McEvoy
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DOCTOR’S ORDERS

Gaza in need of a cure

Tejas Koshy
STAFF REPORTER

ecently Dr. Abdul Rahman Lawendy
Rtravelled to the Gaza strip during the

Gaza war, otherwise known as the Gaza
Massacre in the Arab world. He returned to the
University of Waterloo campus, on June 25,
2009, to share his experiences as a volunteer
doctor while in the Gaza Strip.

Dr. Lawendy is a trauma and orthopedic
surgeon, and is currently completing his PhD
in medical biophysics and practices in L.ondon,
Ontario.

Starting the presentation off with a humor-
ous recollection of his time as a student at
UW, Dr. Lawendy gave the impression of a
humble, soft-spoken man who has seen a lot
in his lifetime.

Lawendy says that he went to Gaza to
volunteer his services at the hospitals in the
Strip. He arrived at the Gaza-Egypt border in
January 2009. After experiencing delays at the

Israel/Egyptian border due to the restriction on
movement and after trying to get the Canadian
embassy to help him, Dr. Lawendy was forced
to find “another way” to enter the border.

While in Gaza, Dr. Lawendy put his medi-
cal skills to use, tending to victims of gunfire,
explosions and shrapnel. During the few breaks
Lawendy had, he took photographs as he and
his colleagues were able to, during their stay. The
photographs offered a rare, unedited glimpse
into the destruction that was wrought during
the Gaza war. Photos ranged from tank tracks
that had torn apart olive gardens and farmland,
destroying farmers’livelihood, to cattle thathad
been killed and left to rot.

Lawendy also noted that during the time
of war, the black market flourished, supplying
goods from oil to Coca Cola with many of the
items smuggled through the underground tun-
nels, in some cases with mud from the tunnels
still on the goods.

His photographs also showed the damage
that was inflicted on the structures in Gaza
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including a mosque that had been demolished
by steady attacks.

As he continued to display the images from
his journey, one could see the effects the war
had had on Gaza inhabitants, ranging from
children playing on top of a fresh water tank,
to houses whose inhabitants had been forced
to use sheets in place of walls.

Dr. Lawendy also spoke of the resilience of
the people in Gaza. These inhabitants stayed
in their homes and refused to leave despite the
almost constant bombardments and airstrikes.
He described instances where homes were
literally torn apart and the cement needed to
rebuild them was no longer accessible as the
cement factory nearby had been destroyed. He
shared his experience of surviving a bombard-
ment, hearing the whistle of the bombs and
rounds as they struck and the drone of the
war planes circling overhead as they fired their
ordinance.

Lawendy described the sheer chaos that
gripped the medical facilities in the region. He
described hospitals overflowing with patients
as the bombardments continued,the casualties
mounted and the supplies dwindled due to
Israeli restrictions on movement through the
border. It was at this time that critical medical
supplies, including painkillers were all but gone,
leaving many of the patients without needed

anaesthetics. Often doctors and nurses were
forced to remove burnt flesh from patients,
while the patients screamed in pain, due to lack
of pain-relievers.

Among the individuals in Dr. Lawendy’s
photographs were some of the patients he
had treated. He did mention the fact that he
obtained these photographs with the permis-
sion of the patients and/ ot their families. These
photographs, which were quite graphic,included
burn victims and shrapnel victims to patients
who had zip ties tied to them in an attempt to
stop bleeding.

The photos showed that there was no dis-
crimination in terms of victims, who ranged
from full-grown adults with phosphorus burns
to babies who lost their eyes due to shrapnel.

The presentation was wrapped up with a
published quote from an Israeli Defence Force
(IDF) squad leader, who gave the following rec-
ollection of the war: “To write ‘death to Arabs’
on the walls, to take family pictures and spit on
them just because you can, to understand how
much the IDF has fallen in the realm of ethics
is really what I'll remember the most.”

tkoshy@imprint.uwaterloo.ca

PLASTIC BAGS: BLUE BIN APPROVED

Julia Hawthornthwaite
STAFF REPORTER

hey line your garbage cans. They carry

shoes to the gym. They fill up the space

underneath your sink. They float in the
breeze. Everybody has used one, and Canadians
use more than 11 billion every day.

Say hello to the plastic bag;

Did you know you could recycle them?

Perhaps you were unsure, or just plain never
thought about it. Either way, you are with the
majority. According to Environmental Action
Barrie, less than one per cent of shopping bags
used in Canada are recycled.

This is a problem when we consider where
the rest of the bags are going. Some of them
remain in our homes, and many are reused, but
eventually the ones that don’t make it into the
blue bin end up on the street, orin the oceans, or
in the landfill where they will never degrade.

If you throw a plastic bag into a trash can it
will not be sorted out. UW’s Director of Plant
Operations and Waste Management Tom Gal-
loway, says plastic bags that make it to the local
landfill are troublesome for those who work
there because of the quantity of litter they
create. They are also the reason for the fences
you often see surrounding a landfill site — an
attempt to keep airborne debris in.

The bags will remain inlandfills for thousands
of years. Notonlyare they made of material that
is not easily broken down, but when they finally
dodegrade, tiny particles of toxic plastic material
can easily contaminate soil and water.

Fortunately, there are ways of dealing with

the plastic bagissue. One s to increase recycling;
another is to reduce our overall consumption
of bags. Reduce (as one of the three Rs) is
the most effective way to see a decrease in the
number of bags present in Ontario, Canada or
the rest of the world for that matter.

Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. It’s a good
thing the Region of Waterloo is promoting
all three.

Take a walk around UW’s campus and find
a blue bin, now look a little closer and you will
see a white label that reads plastic, paper, or
glass. There are also reminders scattered around
campus in the form of posters, which explain
what belongs in each category in more detail.

The university officially adopted the Region
of Waterloo’s waste management strategy back
in November 2008, so plastic bags are accepted
in all paper blue bins on campus and all house-
hold blue bins off campus.

What’s more is that Zehrs, Sobeys and other
grocery stores across the province are charg-
ing five cents for single-use plastic bags. This
move has come about in support for a greener
Ontario, where the province has committed
to waste reduction, and has plans to halve its
plastic bag use by 2012.

A self check-out clerk at the Zehrs Con-
estoga Mall location said “slowly but surely
customers are bringing reusable bags, but some
are still continuing to pay the fee.” Surveying
the main check-out counters, two out of three
tills were packing reusable bags or green bins,
a definite change from counters crowded with
plastic bags.

Tom Galloway supports the five-cent charge

for bags as a deterrent fee. He said, “Over time
I see people migrating completely away from
them.” Galloway could be right, because there
are already stores in Canada thathave gone com-
pletely bagless. The inspiration could come from
Nova Scotia, whose local Atlantic Superstore
eliminated plastic bags over a year ago.

It is often easier to say hello to a plastic bag
than goodbye to it. We are finally starting to
make the connection that free isn’talways a good
thing, and that we must pay for items that have
negative effects on the environment. Granted,

we have already seen a change - on June 30*
Loblaws reported that it is using 75 per cent
less bags than average nationwide since they
initiated the five cent charge in April.

The best is yet to come. The next step is to
say goodbye to the plastic bag completely, but
when we do, we must say it in the right place
— not the trash can, or the street, but in a
bright blue bin. It’s something we can all feel
good about.

jhawthornthwaite@imprint.uwaterloo.ca

SONIA LEE
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KW FROM THE GROUND UP

Part 2: The People | Marginalized People
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It’s a crappy attitude to have. — Colin

Christy Ogley
STAFF REPORTER

some of the housing issues that put people at risk for

homelessness in KW. However, no one explanation or
image can account for the vatiety of marginalized people
in this region. What follows are profiles of local residents
— some homeless, some housed in substandard buildings,
some with a connection to street culture — who can help
illuminate what it means to be homeless.

I started off a few of the interviews by asking what the
interviewees thought of students, what kinds of interac-
tions they generally have. Knowing what many students
think of homeless people, I wanted to know what the
interviewees thought of students. “What do 1 think of
them? I don’t really know,” said Dave. “With the money I
got, and the places I go, I don’t see any people like that.”
Gerry, in his 40s, agrees. He sees students only when he
gives talks at Laurier. Other than that, he knows people
from the street.

“Joe” might not know a lot of students, but he knows
theyjudge him. He’s currently housed, precariously though,
and can’t work much after having his jaw broken in a sense-
less beating by strangers. “I had no control over it. I was
in the wrong place at the wrong time.”

“Judgments do have an impact,” says outreach worker
Sara. That is a frequent complaint of street youth — the
looks of disgust and scorn they receive on a daily basis.
Sara explains that every subtle look matters, like when
someone says, “Sorry, I've got no change” but glare as they
walk off. As such, homeless and marginalized people are
often adept at hiding their status —perhaps contributing
to students’ lack of knowledge.

“I learned that you should stay away from homeless
people, like it’s a disease you can catch. It’s a crappy at-
titude to have,” says Colin, now housed, but previously on
the street, and with connections to it still. Colin grew up
in a middle class family, so he never expected to become
homeless. He and his wife divorced a few years back, leav-
ing Colin with more bills than he could pay. “I was like
that too, once. I grew up in Toronto — used to step over
people, literally. People lying on the sidewalk.” When he
became homeless, Colin says, “I was expecting a fight a
day, but the [sex worker] who was getting off her shift at 7
am was bringing me a coffee. ... Unreal. I lived a sheltered
life, was expecting the worst. What I found were a lot of

I n the first article in this two part series, I talked about
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good people, genuinely good people.”

I asked Dave, quoted earlier, what it’s like to have very
little money and live in cramped, shoddy housing. “You get
bored to tears. You can only watch the same TV shows so
many times.” He’s starting to volunteer to pass the time.
He would also like a part-time job — as much the pinched
nerve in his back and hand problems will allow. Dave has
addiction problems now that are exacerbated by the room-
ing houses he lives in. “It’s hard to get away from [drugs],
especially on the street, and even in the shelters.” He’s
hoping to work at night to avoid the temptation.

Addictions, unfortunately, are often the focus of talks
about homelessness. People seem to think that it is the
primary cause — not poverty, divorce or the
lack of affordable housing, It’s also common to
find excuses to dismiss people. Notjust weigh-
ing whether people deserve to be on the street
or not, but whether they deserve assistance,
whether they deserve kindness, and what they
oweinreturn. “Compassion, theidea of being
nice for the sake of it, is gettinglost,” Sara says.
“People debate [about helping people]: “Why
should I?” ‘Nobody helped me...” or “What’s
in it for me?”” The current social assistance
rates and methods of administration reflect
these attitudes, keeping people who must
access Ontario Works or ODSP in poverty
—and far below national poverty lines at that.
Workers spend a lot of time advocating for
people, whether it’s to be able to rent (places
within people’s means), access proper health
care, legal services, you name it.

Gerry, quoted earlier, has both experience
on the streets and in college. Gerry doesn’t
meet students in his own time, but he sees
them when he gives talks at Laurier’s School
of Social Work with Colin. “I hate to say it,

44

the suffering.’

| learned that you should stay away from homeless people, like it’s a disease you can catch.

23

IAN CUTAJAR

but they’re really naive. About what they’re going into,
what they’ll face. As much as I admire them, appreciate
the fact that they want to go into social work... they’ve
never missed a meal in their life.” Maybe that ignorance
contributes to rudeness, to cruelty? “Iwouldn’t say it makes
them mean, but people don’t know what’s going on unless
they’ve lived it.”

Gerry continues to give the lectures at Laurier, nonethe-
less, in hopes of making people more aware. The students
tell him they appreciate hearing his story instead of read-
ing it from a book, or hearing it from a “book-educated”
professor. Gerry, though, has some book-education of
his own. He went to college for social work after realizing
he had something to give. He became homeless in 2005,
and is currently housed. But it wasn’t easy. “I sat around
thinking, “‘Why am I here?” “‘What’s my purpose?” “What’s
the point?” ... And it struck me. You’re here to help people
that are worse off than you. I live in chronic poverty, right,
but there are always people worse off than you.”

I’m always struck by the kindness and empathy of the
patrons at St. John’s Kitchen, like this moment with Gerry.
On a stressful day, people accessing services there often
tell me a kind word or a funny joke, seeing my tense face
and hoping to relax me. They don’t ask if I deserve to be
stressed, orif thereis something I could be doing to reduce
my workload. Compassion, as defined by dictionary.com, is
“a feeling of deep sympathy and sorrow for another who
is stricken by misfortune, accompanied by a strong desire
to alleviate the suffering”” What if I, and we as students,
were to return that kindness? If I’ve learned anything dur-
ing these months at St. John’s, it’s that compassion matters.
Although you may want to decode and dissolve the sources
of people’s misfortune, it’s important not to forget the
people and your concern in the process. Whether you can
help someone or not, replacing judgment and scorn with
decency and respect is an excellent start.

cogley@imprint.uwaterloo.ca

Compassion, as defined by dictionary.com, is ‘a feeling
of deep sympathy and sorrow for another who is stricken
by misfortune, accompanied by a strong desire to alleviate
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IRANIAN PROTESTS IN UPTOWN WATERLOO

NIKOO SHAHABI

A candlelight vigil was held in Waterloo Town Square on Thursday, July 25, as a futher
protest to the elections and ensuing violence in Iran.

NIKOO SHAHABI

OH CANADA!

MICHAEL L. DAVENPORT
Celebrants at UW’s Canada Day sought shelter from the rain during the afternoon.
However, the poor weather cleared up in time for the fireworks.

OXFORD COMMA,
BABY,

LIGHT MY FIRE

GET NOUN

TONIGHT

0 comma, of not to commar
I That is the question. And it’s
been asked a lot.

I recently stumbled across Bartle
Grounds,abook by Dr. P. Whitney Lack-
enbauer, a St. Jerome’s and UW history
professor. The book was dedicated to
“Jen, my wife and my muse.” Just by
reading this one line (and one that that
didn’t even include a list), I knew that
Dr. Lackenbauer supported the Oxford
comma. Read the line again: does it
contain non-restrictive, parenthetical
information, or does it contain a list?
Anyone with a firing neuron would
say the former; comma haters would
say the latter. According to our anti-
comma friends, that dedication does,
technically, contain a list, splitting Jen,
the authot’s wife, and his muse into
three different entities. It’sambiguous,
and ambiguity is bad.

The Oxford comma (traditionally
known as the serial comma) is not really
a type of comma atall. It’s a response
to an intended grammatical deviancy;
in other words, an intended error for
the sake of anti-redundancy. And, in
simplistic and non-phrasal cases, kill-
ing the last comma in a list does make
things run a little more smoothly. But
are we doing things for clarity, or are
we doing things for aesthetics? I know
commas are ugly, but it doesn’t change
the fact that we still need them. Since
so many people want the change, I’ll
address it.

How important is stabilizing our
language and protectingit from change?
Not very important; change is often
good. If I asked “How important is
preserving our grammar?” though, I’'d
say the opposite. Grammar and syntax
are of the few components of English
that aren’t completely arbitrary. There
are good rules in place to make sure
that people are communicating on an
even field.

For example, let’s look at the word
‘book’. It’s almost completely arbitrary;
the evolution from oral language to Old
English boc to Middle English bok is as
unjustifiable as its origin. In my mind,
who cares if the spelling continues to
shift, so long as everyone else shifts
with it?

Grammar, though, is different. You
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can probably see some logic within
subject-verb-object sentence struc-
tures, as well as good reason for our
different types of punctuation. Bad
things happen when you start playing
dress-up with grammar.

But some people argue differently;
when I was young, it seemed that ev-
eryone wrote “Hello world” as “Hello,
world,” (the correct traditional spell-
ing). Nowadays, I think that such com-
mas are things of the past. You don’t
often read emails saying “Hi, Matt, how
are you?” (and not just because your
nameisn’t Matt). Grammar books have
said thatit’s OK to slide on the comma
whenever it comes after the first word
inasentence. And I’'d be OK with that,
too, if it hadn’t gotten the ball rolling
for other commatastrophes.

It’s a bit of a stretch, but take hold-
ing doors as an example: Over the
past year, I’ve read article after article
complaining—and rightfully so—that
people on campus don’thold doors for
each other. In this case, it’s not that
some of usare carrying so many books
that we can’t open the doors ourselves
(at least, I'd like to hope not); it’s all
about mutual respect. If you wouldn’t
normally do it, hold that door. Even
though it shouldn’t be anything extra,
go the extra mile.

Write the extra comma. It’s not
only an act of clarity; it’s an act of
respect.

We judge people all the time based
on their mannerisms. If the sum of
your being decides to scratch your belly
button or pick your teeth during a fancy
dinner, it’s fair to say that someone will
view thataction as helping to represent
the whole you.

In summation, writing the last
comma in a list isn’t always important,
but for clarity, consistency, and nice-
ness, why not? You wouldn’t omit the
last semicolon in a semicolon list, so
why you be hatin’ on the comma?

Don't hate,
appreciate!

Teach English
Overseas

E— =
SO

TESOL/TESL Teacher Training
Certification Courses

¢ Intensive 60-Hour Program

¢ Classroom Management Techniques

¢ Detailed Lesson Planning

¢ ESL Skills Development

¢ Comprehensive Teaching Materials

¢ Interactive Teaching Practicum

¢ Internationally Recognized Certificate
¢ Teacher Placement Service

¢ Money Back Guarantee Included

* Thousands of Satisfied Students

OXFORD SEMINARS

1-800-269-6719/416-924-3240
www.oxfordseminars.ca




cience & Technology

Imprint, Friday, July 10, 2009
science@imprint.uwaterloo.ca

: A THE ENVIRONMENTAL BRAWL

MYLOR HELFERTY

city street has been blocked off. A

fight is going on. People have gathered

around to watch. Some are on the street
along the side of the fight. Others are hanging
out of the buildings above. The fighters in the
middle of it all feel threatened by each other.
They believe only one can exist at a time. One
believes thathumans and the environment can’t
getalong. All humans need to disappear for the
planetto continueliving. The other believes that
humanity must live, poverty needs to be ended,
and technological progress must continue. The
environment is unfortunately in the way.

As the two continue to clash, onlookers
start taking sides. Some are cheering for the
environment. They chain themselves to trees,
protest in the streets, and start harassing the
humanitarians about the consequences of
population growth. The others start protesting
for the end of poverty. They state that everyone
has a right to live above the poverty line and we
need to produce more food and create more
energy for that to happen, no matter the cost
to the environment.

The fighting in the middle becomes more
intense as the two fighters start swinging at each
otherwith swords. Oneis yellingabout the rights
of other animals. The other is yelling about
the right of humans as intelligent beings. The
crowd is yelling louder, too. They’re starting to
bringin scientists and the results of studies. The
humanitarians are saying that environmental-
ists are destroying the economy. That progress
must continue. The environmentalists yell that
technology is dooming the world and state the
threat of global warming, With each argument,
excuses appear on bothsides. Itisn’t muchlonger
before name-calling begins. The environmental-
ists are called hippies, tree-huggers, and liberal
moonbats. They are shown as trying to bring
humanity back to the Stone Age or get rid of

SEXUALITY
ILLUMINATED

ANYA LOMAKO

them altogether. The humanitarians are being
hit with insults such as neo-cons, ignorant, and
the tools of consumerism and lobbyists bent
on destroying the planet.

As the crowd gets more involved, the gap
between them grows wider. They’ve now been
defined by stereotypes and ideals. The number
of peopleinvolved has expanded until the entire
city centre is filled with yelling individuals. All
of their ideas and beliefs aren’t being acted
on. Nothing is being done for either cause
as they focus their attention on the massive
brawl between these two fighters. They’re yell-
ing encouragement to their cause and yelling
insults and arguments at each other. Swords
have beenabandoned for guns, each one getting
bigger and causing more collateral. Grenades
and rocket launchers are being used to try and
destroy as much of the other as possible. As
the gap between the two sides widens, they
all want to get involved in the fight. Soon the
entire crowd is moving in on the two fighters,
eager to join the brawl.

Then somewhere outof the crowd, someone
yells, “STOP!” Everything comes to a halt.
No one moves. The two fighters are stand-
ing in the middle, guns pointed towards each
other, a grenade ready in the other hand. In
the centre and in the crossfire sits a young,
malnourished boy. He’s sitting over a tree
that is trying to grow out of a crack in the
concrete. He sits, waiting patiently for some-
one to bring more water for the tree so that
it can grow to produce fruit for him to eat
and shelter from the sun and rain. No one
even noticed through their excitement and
adrenaline over the brawl. The two fighters
throw down their weapons. There is nothing
to fight over.

There is no split between humanitarian-
ism and environmentalism. No difference

between harmony with nature and human
progress — both in technological and social
development. Both sides are working towards
the same goal. You can’t have humanitarian
progress without environmentalism. Without
the environment, we have nothing to live on.
No resources and no natural space to enjoy.
You can’t have environmentalism without hu-
manity to appreciate it either. If life on Earth

thelferty@imprint.uwaterloo.ca|

ARMEL CHESNAI
AND BOGDAN PETRESCU

ceased, who would notice? The value of life is
determined by the intelligent life observing it.
Before humans, life just was. Now it has names,
value, and appreciation. We save the planet so
that humans can live on it, enjoy it, and be
part of that life. If humans disappeared, life
would go on until the end of our sun’s life; but
who would be around to appreciate the call
of aloon on a calm morning?

OLYMPICS WILL LIKELY FOSTER SEX TOURISM

alomako@imprint.uwaterloo.ca

T he phrase “sex trade” usually
triggers images of children
lining darkly-lit streets in
Thailand, or pale-skinned mail-or-
der brides from Russia loading off
a plane. Although the sex trade is
prosperous in Canada, the plains
of Saskatchewan aren’t the first
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thought to cross one’s mind. If the
sex trade is an issue in his country,
why then is so much media atten-
tion and funding funneled into
outsourcing international sexual
exploitation crises, while Canada’s
remain unresolved? This is certainly
aquestion worth asking, particularly
since at least 600 foreign females
are “coerced into joining the Ca-
nadian sex trade each year,” and
between 1,500 and 2,200 people
are “trafficked from Canada into
the U.S. annually,” ac-
cordingtoa2004RCMP ¢ €
report.

Sex tourismisanarea
of Canadian sight-seeing
that is severely under-
reported. Seeing how
Canada is a human trafficking hot
spot, it’s easy to see why under-
reporting may be self-inflicted.
With between the 800 and 2,200
people trafficked “into or through”
Canada annually, only five have
ever been convicted, all in 2008.
Sentences ranged from two to
eight years in jail, as reported in
the Vanconver Sun.

With these statistics in mind,
accountability for human traffick-
ing victims in the 2010 Vancouver
Olympics is cause for human
rights concerns. The 2004 Sum-
mer Olympics in Athens, Greece

occurrd during the same year the
government found double the num-
ber of trafficking victims than in
2005. As such, the 2010 Canadian
Olympics should be coupled with
acommitment to preventing human
trafficking, a commitment that will
notbe fulfilled lest politicians make
it a set priority.

Alternatively to the 2004 Olym-
pics numbers, research conducted
by a Vancouver police initiative
group, the Sex Industry Worker

Prostitution Alternatives Counsel-
ling and Education Society (PACE)
in November 2009, as reported by
CBC.ca. PACE intends to ensure
sex workers know their rights
when it comes to being filmed or
questioned.

The vulnerability of sex traffick-
ing victims is particularly alarming
in light of previous governmental
inaction. Forinstance, 14 Canadian
permits for exotic dancing were is-
sued lastyear, with 15issued in 2007.

With between 800 and 2200 people trafficked

Safety Action Group, suggests that
the correlation between the 2010
Olympics and drastic increases in
human trafficking are over-arching.
The study, released in June 2009,
suggests that “there is no evidence
the number of sex workers and
trafficking victims increased dra-
matically” in otherlocations during
similar events such as the Olympics
and World Cup games.
Meanwhile, the only 2010 Olym-
pic protection sex workers are
receiving is in the form of training
in dealing with media coverage and
reporters, to be provided by The

“Into or through” Canada annually, only five have
ever been convicted, all in 2008.

While exotic dancing is listed as a
skilled worker category for migrant
employees, politicians have persis-
tently promised to remove exotic
dancing from the list due to fears
that the category was abused as a
legal loophole to “import women
into forced prostitution,” accord-
ing to the Vancouver Sun. Despite
the longevity of the promise, the
category remains valid.

Even the United States has
commented on the faults of the
Canadian courts on the issue
of human trafficking. An annual
reported issued by the U.S. State

Department in June 2009 outlines
that “Canada’s law enforcement
efforts reportedly suffer from a
lack of co-ordination between the
national governmentand provincial
and local authorities,” and that
there is “no national action plan to
deal with the issue,” as reported by
CBC.ca. Canada is yet to provide a
rebuttal for the report.

With The Record reporting on
TJuly 8* that 25 local police officers
“will assist the RCMP with security
during the 2010 Olympic
and Paralympic Games in
Vancouver,” it is a prime
moment for the citizens to
demand accountability and
2 raised security standards

of Olympic staff training
in dealing with sex traffickers and
victims. At this point in the selec-
tion process, the regional police
applicants are requested to “submit
a one-page letter detailing why they
wish to go to the Games.”

Itis evident that panoramic, pro-
active, decisive political leadership
is needed to confront human rights
issues concerning sex trafficking
in Canada. With the upcoming
elections in close proximity to the
2010 Olympics, the time is ripe for
the public to demand action where
action has long been idle.
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MAKE: KW CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY

Bogdan Petrescu
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR

There is a new group that has
taken off around Kitchener.
The name is Make: KW, and it
is organized around the conceptof
creating and designing new objects,
from creating robots to inventing
new microchips. The driving force
for this group is a “Do It Your-
self” personality as opposed to a
consumerism based one, where
you can buy the finished product.
This group also finds new ways
of integrating arts and science, as
there is both an aesthetic sense and
a technological aspect to most of
the inventions. It is a place where
different creators can come together
and show off their projects as well
as seck solutions advice on existing
problems. Although it’s anew group,
Make: KW has managed to become
quickly popular and is responsible
for attempting to create a “hacker-
space” in Waterloo. Itis also working
in collaboration with the City of
Kitchener to host an event called
‘Do It Yourself and DJs’ (DIY and
DJs) in Kitchener Square.

The DIY and DJ event is an
event where people can come in
sit and listen to music while they
work on their own projects. The
inspiration came to Tracy Suerich,
one of the main event planners,
when she heard about Make: KW.
The group has also helped spread
the word about the event and has
worked with the city on the event.
The town is providing the electric-
ity for the DJ as well as providing
some of the materials for the people
to work with. There is supposed to
be music playing the whole time, so
they have a number of bands lined
up to perform. This event, unlike
Make: KW, is more arts oriented,
seeingas they expect to have people
painting, reading, writing, or even
knitting. Thereis even some talk that
there might be a couple of actors
joining in the event. There may also

be some technological aspects to it
if people decide to bring in differ-
ent instruments or technological
devices. Suerich believes that if the
event is successful, it may be held
two to three times a year. Suerich
said that she is very pleased with
the work Make: KW does and also
says that this event can continue on.
There are quite few people expected
to attend. The event will occur on
Saturday July 11, from 2 to 9 pm.

The other big project on which
Make: KW is working on is a hack-
erspace. A hackerspaceis “A shared
workshop with tools and equipment
necessary to make stuff.” Hacker-
spaces are geared significantly more
towards the technical aspect of life.
People can get together and share
their ideas. The hackerspace is also
supposed to have an assortment
of materials and tools for creating
different boards, circuits or other
technological hardware that the
inventor may be interested in.
However, before this project can
be fully started, there are some is-
sues to be dealt with. For example,
the group is still looking to find
a place where they can set up the
hackerspace. They are still trying to
decide on membership fees in order
to break even as well as deciding on
a board of people who will be in
charge. Because of these challenges,
the group has been meeting almost
on a weekly basis for the past two
months. Other events that have
been considered include hosting
barbecues and creating bottle rocket
launches.

In terms of projects, there
are a number of different ideas in
the works Their first projects will
most likely end up being small elec-
tronic projects. One such project
may include creating an Arduino
microcontroller board, a control-
ler that can sense the environment
through the use of a number of
different sensors, as well as affect it
by using lights or motors. There is
also one person who is working on
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Resurrection College
HOUSING

Fall, winter and spring vacancies. Single rooms in quiet upper year
residence. Meal plan, across the street from UW, high speed internet.

Call:
Patti, 519-885-4950
or apply at: Www.resurrectioncollege.ca

making a “reprap” which is a robot
that replicates itself. Among people
who are part of these groups, there
some who are very knowledgeable
about metalwork. There is already
talk about putting a security system
in place for the hackerspace.
Originally this group was in-
spired by an O’Reilly publica-
tion titled Make: Magagine. 1t has
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grown significantly to have its own
website, where people have posted
some of theirinventions and talked
about problems they have encoun-
tered. One problem that was talked
about was how aluminum turned
into a “dark grey brown colour if
you leave it in an orange degreaser
overnight”. One can also look at

the website (http://makekw.org)

in order to find more information
about the group such as where future
events will be held. The group hopes
to be able to have weekly meetings
and be able to continue working on
their projects as well as feed off of
each other’sideas and learn to create
new things

bpetrescu@imprint.uwaterloo.ca

-~y
MICHAEL L. DAVENPORT

Contact us today for more information.
Web: www.wcri.coop
Email: info@wcri.coop
Phone: 519-884-3670
Address: 268 Phillip Street,
Waterloo, ON
N2L 4M6

WCRI: A Whole New Way to Live Together!

Loold.ng for , comfort, and cleanliﬂeSS?
Your search is over. 3

Five-minute walk to UW campus
Lower than market fees
Professional cleaning services
Incredible social events
Onmnsite laundry and maintenance

And best of all, we are owned and operated by YOU.
Who else can give you more of what you want?

Applications are accepted year-round
with seniority deadlines as follows:
March 1 for Fall
October 1 for Winter
February 1 for Spring
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ROW, ROW, YOUR DRAGON BOAT

Calvin Li
REPORTER

at competitive team sport has been
around for more than 2,000 years, is
the subject of annual festivals with

thousands of participants, and was recently
recognized by the Federation of Students as an
official club at the University of Waterloo? The
answer may notbe one youwere expecting, Dragon
boat racing is a competitive water sport that has
along, cultural history stretching back over 2,000
years. In 1970, it was officially recognized as an
international sport, and has since exploded in
popularity on an international level. Festivals are
held yearly at Centre Island in Toronto, as well
as in cities all over Canada and the world. As a
matter of fact, dragon boat festivals are closely
linked with cultural, ceremonial, and religious
traditions in China.

The University of Waterloo Dragon Boat Club
(UWDBC) was started in May 2008 by Philip and
George Wang, with the idea of spreading the
dragon boatexperience to the rest of the Waterloo
student body. The dragon boat “spark” that was
lit that day led to the creation of two competitive
teams — UW Fire and UW Overclocked. Both
teams have competed in 2008 at the Kiwanis
Dragon Boat Festival of Waterloo. Recently, UW
Overclocked finished second in the B division
at the Toronto International Dragon Boat Race
Festival at Centre Island and posted a race time
of 2:11. The club is now currently training hard
in preparation for competition once again at the
Kiwanis Festival taking place on July 18 at the
Laurel Creek Conservation Area in Waterloo.

UWDBC offers a friendly, stress-free
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environment where students of all backgrounds
can come to develop their skills in dragon boat
racing, meetnew people, and challenge themselves
physically. Land practices are held weekly, with
additional training sessions offered forindividuals
wishing to supplement their training in areas of
strength, conditioning, or endurance. Pool prac-
tices are held weekly, with an emphasis on training
new members to acquire proper paddling form
and techniques and having experienced paddlers
work on synchronization exercises, perfecting rac-
ing techniques, and improving paddling strength
and endurance. Current President Edward Yu
and Vice-President Darren Chan hope that these
training sessions will enable the UWDBC team
to improve upon the 2:11 race time set by our
team at the 2009 Toronto International Dragon
Boat Race Festival.

The team operates year-round during all
three terms in both Waterloo and Toronto to
accommodate co-op and summer students. The
executive team of the UW Dragon Boat Club
also plans on organizing many fundraising events
in an attempt to reduce the cost for racing and
further promote the club on campus. On July 14,
2009, UWDBC will be hosting a barbecue at the
MC quad from 11:00AM — 5:00 PM. Come out
and support the team by enjoying freshly made
burgers and other refreshments.

If you are open to trying new experiences,
interested in developing a physically fit body, or
simply wish to join an exciting new club at the
University of Waterloo, UWDBC might be the
perfect club for you. Team practices are held every
Tuesday from 5:45 to 7:45 p.m. in front of PAC
Red South. For more information, please visit
www.uwdbc.com or join them on our Facebook
group at University of Waterloo Dragon Boat

Club (UWDBC).

ads@imprint.uwaterloo.ca

UPCOMING

Tuesday, July 14, 2009

UW Dragon Boat Club presents our
very first summer BBQ. Come join us
for some juicy burgers, delicious hot
dogs and some cool refreshing drinks.
11 am. to 5 p.m., MC Quad, between
MC and Chem 2, near the water foun-
tain.

Tuesday, July 21, 2009

“Sandstorm” — the darkest moments
can reveal the deepest truth. Award
winning film about the persecution
of Falun Gong in China. Followed by
O&A with director Michael Mahonen,
§ to 10 p.m. at HH Humanities The-

atre. Free admission.
Friday, July 24, 2009

Blues dancing at KW Naval Associa-
tion, 315 Weber Street, N. Lesson at 8
p.m. and dancing until midnight. For
cost/info visit waterlooswing.com.

Sunday, August 30, 2009

2nd annual Memorial Butterfly Re-
lease 2009 at Williamsburg Cemetery
from 2 to 4 p.m. Proceeds support the
work of Bereaved Families of Ontario.

UW RECREATION
COMMITTEE

UW Recreation Committee events are
open to all employees of the University
of Waterloo. Register by emailing adm-
mail.uwaterloo.ca.

UW Book Club meets July 15, On Che-
sil Beach, by Ian McEwan ; August 19,
Unfeeling, by Ian Holding. Cost is price
of book if you wish to purchase it. Dana
Porter Library, room 407 at 12:05 p.m.
Details www.uwrc.uwaterloo.ca.

Discount tickets are available for Cent-
reville (Toronto) Island, Ontario Place,
Ontario Science Centre, Royal Ontario
Museum and Wings of Paradise. Email
uwrc@uwaterloo.ca for a UW code for
online ordering.

VOLUNTEER

Summer volunteer opportunities with
Family and Children’s Services of the
Waterloo  Region. Summer reading
club, bookbag club, and boys™ activity
club volunteers needed. Contact 519-
576-1329, ext 3533 or Carey.Reist@
facswaterloo.org.

Shadow needed to be paired with inter-
national students. Show them around
and make their stay in Waterloo more
enjoyable. Make friends and expand
your knowledge. Please apply at www.
1so.uwaterloo.ca.

City of Waterloo needs supporters for
older adults for shopping and day pro-
grams. For info call 519-885-6478 or

www.waterloo.ca/volunteer.

Volunteer Action Centre, 519-742-
8610 / volunteer@volunteerkw.ca, for
all your volunteering needs!

Do you text..do you iPod? We are
looking for volunteers to take part in
a study on mobile hand held device
use and any related health or comfort
troubles experienced during their use.
The study is being conducted by the
Department of Kinesiology and the
institute for Work and Health. As a
participant in this study, you would be
asked to fill out a five to eight minute
computer-administered  confidential
questionnaire. If you would like to par-
ticipate, please follow this link: http:/
ithumb.iwh.on.ca. If you wish more
information about this study, please
contact Sophia Berolo, Department of
Kinesiology, University of Waterloo at
sberolo@uwaterloo.ca. This study has
been reviewed by, and received ethics
clearance through, the Office of Re-
search Ethics, University of Waterloo.

Speak Laos? Volunteer needed to visit
Laos-speaking woman with Alzheimers
in Heritage Park, Kitchener. For info
contact Jill at jmercier@alzheimerso-
cictykw.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Crown Ward Status: attention students
who are/were Crown Wards needed to
work with large, Provincially funded
transdiscliplinary team (including UW
students) dedicated to helping current
Crown Ward youth. Please contact
Kelly Anthony at 519-888-4567, ext
32802. Paid position.

Excellent exchange opportunity for
UW undergraduate students to par-
ticipate in the Ontario/Jiangsu Student
Exchange Program in China for the
2009-2010 academic years. The OJS
Program provides scholarships to suc-
cesstul applicants. For additional infor-
mation and application form/deadlines
contact Andreea Ciucurita, Waterloo
International, Needles Hall, 1101,
room 1103, ext 35995 or by email: aci-
ucurita@uwaterloo.ca.

ONGOING

MONDAYS
Gambling can ruin your life. Gamblers
Anonymous, 7 p.m. at St Marks, 825
King Street, W, basement.

FRIDAYS
Season of Argentine Tango lessons
in Waterloo starts May 2009 at the
Princess Twin, Waterloo at 7 p.m.
Beginners and advanced lessons with
dancing from 9 to 11:30 p.m. (Tango,
Swing, Salsa) Call 519-581-7836 or

casadeltango@yahoo.ca.

CAREER SERVICES
WORKSHOPS

Sign up for these workshops at
careerservices.uwaterloo.ca.

Career Interest Assessment — July 15,
10:30 am. to 12:00 p.m., TC 1112.
NOTE: $10 materials charge payable
at Career Services prior to the session.

Career Interest Assessment - July 15,

10:30 am. to 12:00 p.m., TC 1112.
NOTE: $10 materials charge payable

at Career Services prior to the session.

Exploring Your Personality - Part 2 July
13, 2:30-4 p.m.,TC 1112. NOTE: $10
materials charge payable at Career Ser-
vices prior to the session.

Work Search Strategies - July 22, 10:30
am. to 12:00 p.m., TC 1208. NOTE:
Prerequisite for this workshop. Work
Search within “Marketing Yourself.”

Interview Skills: Preparing for Ques-
tions: - July 14, 10:00 a.m. to 11:30
am., TC 1208. NOTE: There is a pre-
requisite for this workshop. Interview
Skalls within “Marketing Yourself.”

Interview Skills: Selling Your Skills:
July 15, 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., TC
1208. NOTE: There is a prerequisite
for this workshop. Interview Skills
within “Marketing Yourself.”

Successfully Negotiating Job Offers:
July 21, 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., TC
1208. NOTE: Session geared towards
graduating students.

Success on the Job: - July 23, 2:30 p.m.
to 3:30 p.m., TC 1208.

Getting a U.S. Work Permit: - Learn
more July 23, 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.,,
TC 1208.

Are You Thinking about Med School/
Perspectives of a Waterloo Grad:
Learn more about the medical school
application process in Ontario - July 11,
10 am. to 12, TC 2218.

Job Information Session for Graduat-
ing Students: - July 21, 10:30 a.m. to
11:30 am., AL 116. July 23, 2:30 p.m.
to 3:30 p.m., AL 116.

STUDENT AWARDS
FINANCIAL AID

July 2009
July 16, 2009: Last day to submit Con-
firmation of Entrolment for spring
term or winter and spring term to en-
sure full OSAP funding. 2009-2010
OSAP application is available now
—apply early. Refer to our website: safa.

uwaterloo.ca for full listing of scholar-
ships and awards.

Classified

HOUSING

Attention Cambridge School of Ar-
chitecture students! Live conveniently
and comfortably right across the street
from school in this beautifully renovat-
ed apartment. 4, § and 12-month leases
available with excellent signing bonus-
es and rental incentives! Call Joanne at

519-746-1411 for more details.

Sunnydale prime townhouses — 505-
517 Sunnydale Crescent. LIMITED
OFFER: free 327 flat screen TV for one
year lease. Spacious three bedroom
units, large bedrooms, big common
area, bright windows, backyard, free
parking, laundry, many newly renovat-
ed, bus route 9. $475/person, utilities
included. September start. Call 519-
572-0278.

Room for rent for a quict individual in
a detached home near both universi-
ties. Parking and all amenities. Please

call 519-725-5348.

PAID STUDY

Cigarette evaluation study - Bel-
mont smokers only. 19-29 years of age,
25 minute study, $40 cash — July 14,
16 or 19. Call 519-578-0873 or email

smokesstudy@hotmail.com.

HELP WANTED

Weekend counsellors and relief staff
to work in homes for individuals with
developmental challenges. Minimum
eight-month commitment. Paid posi-
tions. Send resume to Don Mader, K-
W Habilitation Services, 108 Sydney
Street, Kitchener, ON, N2G 3V2.
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CROSSWORD ByTinaIronstone & Michael L. Davenport

Across

1. Pirates of the Carib-
bean character,

Boot----- Bill

6. Mature female sheep
9. A protein involved in
the processing of mi-
croRNA

14. Scientific word for

piss

15. Popular brand of

amplification
16. Frankie says
17. A plant with a su-

crose-containing root

19. To speak well

20. Sea creature named
after savannah animal

21. A Greek drink com-

bining wine and honey

23. Aged

24. A strong desire to do
something

25. A -—-and doe

28. Southeast Asia (two
words)

34. UW’s health faculty

35. Radio station 102.1

36. Playground toy alterna-
tively know as a teeter-totter
37. In a Jewish calendar,

it is the seventh month of
the year

39. Nightmare on --- street
41. Brief argument

42. Conical tent

44. A large indefinite pe-
riod of time

46. Sign of the lion

47. A taste that remains
after consuming

49. I am Sam, lead actor
50. People missing teeth
have these in their smiles
51. A hockey league started
by Dennis Murphy and
Gary Davidson in the 70’
53. Hawaiian musical in-
strument

57. Same atom, but differ-
ent number of neutrons
61. Lit again

62. A property of dice (two
words)

64. A type of lemurs

65. A type of deer

66. To conclude
67. An abbreviation for
cosecant

68. A negative vote or a no
69. Considered overly bold
and saucy

Down

1. Admonish hilariously

2. Boolean logic state

3. Capital of Latvia

4. Opposite of “digital”

5. Quality of the Castle
Anthrax (Monty Python)
6. Don’t get mad, get...

7. Feeling of distress

8. Get money from some-
one else illicitly, perhaps
through blackmail

9. Having the property of
susceptibility

10. Windows Vista default
theme

11. Term used in tennis,
baseball and bridge.

12. Form of speech banned
in Canada

13. German name, mis-
spelling of “axle”

18. It was an omen

22. Alternate spelling of
“aegls”

25. This person enters your
house, gives you things

26. This person enters your
house, takes your things away

Note: Multiple solutions.

LOGIC PUZZLE

Four businessmen want to figure out
what the average salary is between the four
of them. However none of them want their
own salary to be found out.

The problem: Provide a method that the four
business men can use to find the average
without their salaries being found out.

27. On a ledger sheet, op-
posite of “liability”

29. Along with weight,
don’t ask a lady about this
30. Fourth letter of alpha-
bet

31. Strong fibre obtained
from plants

32. Food that you ate

33. What you do when
you’re being romanced

35. Opposite of lethargic
38. Copying something
badly, also animal name
40. A witty remark

43. And others (Latin, two
words)

45. Like news, but not quite
48. Sasquatches

49. A thin surface or super-
ficial layer

52. Water your garden with
these (plural)

53. Derived from piss

54. A gambling game,
French origins

55. Times of life

56. Currency in Italy (plu-
ral)

57. Name of Pac Man ghost
58. 38 to 1 in Roulette

59. Takes a whiz

60. Circular motion in
water

63. The side of your nose,
winglike structure

7?7 2 CAMPUS QUESTION

What occasion should have fireworks?
By Ethan Oblak

“Frosh week!”

Andrew Ferrante
3A Arts & Business

“Both equinoxes!”

Tom Terlecki
1B Systems Design Engineering

“Juggling!”

Leuis Choi
2B Biomedical Science

“A student showing up on time
to my morning class!”

Professor Joe West
10C Applied Math

“A fortniglht of sunshine in
Waterloo!”

Tarek Chammah
CS Grad Student

“Pi Day!”
Chris Neal ”

FEDS VP, Administration and Finance

“Your first time!”

Emily Brown
Masters Kinesiology

Ashley McKeown
4B Kinesiology
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by
C‘I-B OMOOQK'“" LIS (postscript@imprint.uwaterloo.ca)

l
|

| told you
not to look down
your wand during
cleaning.

b
ase.

| PostScriptComic.com -- Become a fan of PostScript Comic on Facebook for your chance to be totally awesome.
PETER N. TRINH (impression@imprint.uwaterloo.ca)

See, here's the thing.
Ny left hand's been mMissing for
the past few weeks, and—

AHHH! Ooh, um...
Sorry about that. | guess |
haven’t drawn it for a while.

(forgot |
shouldw't call
her thaot.)

how'’s life been _ Beaufifully! I'm
treating ya, Jim? coming up to ™y last year,
I've done almost all my co-op
so for—

—and '™ engaged
to possibly the hottest
Asian geek in the world.

Ya vund 7 Lo thinks
I'm making up o~ excuse for
losing the ring.

[063] *Subject: Jim Nichael® (ISN'T 1T CONCEITED TO ASK SOr’\EONE T0 GIVE ‘EN A HAND FOR THEIR ENGAGEMNENT?)

Loose Screws GEOFFREY LEE & SONIA LEE (loosescrews@imprint.uwaterloo.ca)

| think | can pull |
this one off... R
ee nee!
= 0

WANNA CHECK OUT MY But | followed what
GUNS!? was in the book!

They could of at least give my arms
back...

\

1

o

DIFFERENT
E]VITDEICIZFI

Print, damn
you, PRINT. '

Don’t JAM.
YOU STUPID...

C’mon. C’'mon.
| ain’t got

John! Why the Aell
are you still INSIDE?

Almost done 58
man. Just two ‘g
pages to go.

What would you do for your 20-page essay?
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