
Volume 8 Adult/Kids Connections (SUM 2014) 
 
Unit 22, Session 1: Nehemiah Heard News of Jerusalem 
Nehemiah 1–2 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: God promised to keep His people safe and give them a home. God always 
keeps His promises. Jesus died on the cross for our sin so we can have a home in 
heaven. When we trust in Jesus, we will be with God forever. 
Kids: Nehemiah trusted that God would keep His promise to protect His people and 
give them a home. When we trust in Jesus, we have a home in heaven with God. Jesus 
obeyed God perfectly. He died on the cross and rose again so we can have a home 
with Him forever in heaven. 
 
Adult Connection Point: See Rom. 13:8-14. 
One of the main reasons we are to live holy lives today is because of what time it is. We 
are God’s people. We live in light of salvation. Since the resurrection of Jesus, the new 
day has dawned. Because Jesus obeyed God perfectly and died on the cross for our 
sins in order to give us an eternal home with God, we should obey God’s law. Jesus 
saves us from sin so that we will no longer live in sin but as those who will live with God 
forever. If we continue to live in unrighteousness and sin, we are going back to the dark, 
living as if we do not belong to God. We are closing the shades around the window, 
keeping out the sunlight that comes from Christ’s finished work for us. And looking to 
God’s law-—properly understood in view of Jesus’ perfect obedience and sacrificial 
death—keeps us in the light. Hence, Paul’s Letter to the Romans urges us to fulfill the 
law of love by living in the light and putting aside the deeds of darkness. 
 
 
Family Devotion:  
 
Materials: chairs, sheets, clothespins 

Build a “home” using the chairs, sheets, and clothespins. If it is nice outside, consider 
making the home there. When your family is finished, gather them inside for the 
devotional. 

Review Nehemiah 1--2 with your kids. Ask: “What was the news reported to 
Nehemiah?” Recall how the nation of Israel was no longer in exile. Even though many 
had returned to Jerusalem, the city was no longer glorious or even safe to live in. The 
walls were broken and the gates burned down providing no protection. 

Ask: “What did Nehemiah do each time he was faced with a challenging problem?” 



Nehemiah prayed to God, confessing the sins of Israel and reminding God of His 
promise to gather the Israelites back in Jerusalem. He also prayed before he answered 
the king. (See Nehemiah 1:8-9; 2:4-5.) 

Remind your kids that God answered Nehemiah’s prayer and remembered His promise 
to give the Israelites a home and protection from their enemies. When we trust in Jesus, 
He promises to give us a home in heaven where we can live forever with Him. 

Think of ways your real home provides protection for your family compared to your 
created “home.” 

Pray, thanking God for His protection here on earth and for keeping a home in heaven 
for those who put their faith and trust in Jesus. 

  



 
Unit 22, Session 2: Jerusalem's Walls Rebuilt 
Nehemiah 3:1–6:16 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Nehemiah helped God’s people fix the walls around their city. The walls 
protected the people from their enemies. Jesus protects us from our enemies. When we 
know and love Jesus, He keeps us safe and we will live with Him forever in heaven. 
Kids: Nehemiah led the people to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem to protect them 
from their enemies. Jesus came to protect us from our enemies. He died on the cross 
and rose from the dead to rescue people from sin and death. 
 
 
Adult Connection Point: Consider the Voices from the Church quote below. Just as 
the walls God’s people built protected them from their enemies on the outside, the First 
Commandment exists to protect us from the enemy on the inside: an idolatrous heart. If 
we do not worship God and Him alone, we will worship other things, and our sinful 
nature makes us prone to do this. Sin and disobedience can’t be fixed by changing 
behavior, however. We’ve got to go back to the attitude that leads to the action, the 
idolatrous heart that leads to the idolatrous action. Worshiping something or someone 
else other than God is what leads us into sin. Therefore, to truly escape the harmful 
effects of sinful behavior, we’ve got to go back to what we worship. And the First 
Commandment is all about God being first. It is only because of Jesus’ dying in our 
place for our worship of other gods that we can be forgiven. If we are to keep the First 
Commandment, we must return again and again to the vision of the one true God. The 
mountain of Sinai points forward to the mountain of Calvary, where Jesus showed the 
full extent of God’s love for the world. 
  
Voices from the Church: 
“It is only worship of God that can destroy your worship of yourself.” 
–Paul David Tripp, What Did You Expect?? (Wheaton: Crossway, 2010), 273. 
 
 
 
Family Devotion:  
 
Materials: pillows, seat cushions, paper 
  
Form two teams and direct each to build a fort using the pillows and cushions from your 
home. Give each team 5 to 10 pieces of paper to wad up as ammunition. Allow the 
teams to toss ammunition at the “enemy” for a specific amount of time. (Assign a 



preschooler with a parent.) 
  

Gather your family and review the Bible story. Ask: “What items in the city needed 
repair?” Remind your kids that in Bible times the walls and gates of a city were very 
important because they kept the enemy out. Nehemiah led the people to repair the 
gates and walls. 

  
Recall how Nehemiah did not let Sanballat and Tobiah discourage the people but 
instead he prayed. He took steps to place some men on guard while others worked. 
Because he trusted God, the walls and repairs were completed in 52 days! 
  
Ask: “What was the response of the neighboring nations who heard the walls were 
completed so quickly?” Refer to Nehemiah 6:16 where it says God’s enemies were 
afraid and realized that only with God’s help could this have been accomplished. 
  
Connect the Bible story with the Christ Connection by reminding your kids that God 
used Nehemiah to lead the people so Jerusalem would be protected from its enemies. 
God sent Jesus to protect us from our enemies and rescue us from our sin. 
  
Pray, thanking God for sending Jesus to rescue us from sin and death through His 
death and resurrection on the cross. 
  



 
Unit 22, Session 3:  Ezra Read the Law 
Nehemiah 8:1-12 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: The Bible teaches us about God and Jesus. It helps us know the right 
things to do. We do wrong things a lot, but when we know and love Jesus, He helps us 
say no to sin. Jesus died to rescue us from sin. 
Kids: God's Word is powerful. When Ezra read God's Word, the people changed their 
ways and loved God more. The Bible says that Jesus is "the Word." Jesus is God who 
came to live with people on earth. Jesus has the power to change our hearts. 
 
 
Adult Connection Point: In Exodus 32, the children of Israel created an image that 
gave them a distorted vision of God. They worshiped this depiction of God for less than 
a day before they were involved in immoral behavior. Idolatry distorts our vision and 
then corrupts our behavior. And when we trace our sinful behavior backward, we often 
will find a distorted vision of God. We need to read the Bible so that we do not create or 
fall prey to false views of God. God reveals Himself in words because pictures and 
images can never contain Him. They conceal more than they reveal. In only one place 
can you see a picture of God. Colossians 1:15 says that Jesus “is the image of the 
invisible God.” The word image equals “icon” here. Hebrews 1:3 offers that the Son is 
“the exact expression of His nature” (HCSB). We see the real God in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus. In Him, we see God in all His glory. 
 
 
Family Devotion: 
 
Materials: step stool, Bible 
  
Direct your family members to think of a favorite Bible verse, then invite them to locate 
it. If you have a preschooler, assist with recalling a memorized verse or a short verse 
that could be repeated. Choose one child to stand on the step stool and read the verse 
from the Bible. When the child is finished, lead your family to say,“Amen, Amen!” 
Continue until each family member has stood on the stool and read a verse. 
                     
Review the Bible story in Nehemiah 8. Remind your kids that Ezra read the Bible scroll 
from sunrise until noon to everyone who gathered. During that time, the people stood 
and listened while others explained God’s Word so they could understand. 
                         
Ask: “Why do you think the people were weeping when they heard God’s Word?” 



Remark that the people were weeping because they had not obeyed God’s Word and 
had kept on sinning. Instead of weeping, Ezra insisted the people celebrate because the 
hearts of God’s people had changed. They no longer wanted to keep sinning. In the 
same way, when we have a relationship with Jesus He will change our heart towards 
God and others also. 
  
Instruct your family to stand as you read the well-known verse: Nehemiah 8:10. Guide 
them to repeat, “The joy of the LORD is your stronghold.” Then say, “Amen, Amen!” 
  
Pray, thanking God for His Word and for Jesus. Ask God to change your family’s hearts 
so you can love and obey Him. 
 
 
  



 
Unit 22, Session 4: Malachi the Prophet 
Malachi 1–4 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Malachi was a messenger for God. He said another messenger was 
coming. That messenger was John the Baptist. John’s job was to get people ready for 
the last Messenger, Jesus! Jesus is God’s Son. He came to rescue people from sin. 
Kids: Malachi was a messenger—a prophet—who told God's people to repent. Malachi 
also told about another messenger God would send. This messenger, John the Baptist, 
would call people to repent and get them ready for a final Messenger, Jesus Christ. 
Jesus would bring good news of salvation. 
 
 
Adult Connection Point: God sent John the Baptist to prepare people for Jesus. In 
preparing the way for Jesus, John spoke rightly and truly about God and about Jesus. 
During his ministry, John was faithful to the Third Commandment. In the Third 
Commandment, God forbids us to take His name in vain and ensures that all who 
violate this command will be punished. God’s name is worthy of all honor. Breaking this 
Commandment brings punishment because of the weightiness of God’s glory. The good 
news is that Jesus Christ—the One whom John the Baptist prepared people to meet—
has perfectly hallowed God’s name, and through His work, we are forgiven and 
empowered to spread the fame of God’s name to a lost world. 
 
 
Family Devotion: 
 
Materials: paper, envelopes, pencil 
  
Before your family devotion, write a short note to each of your kids. If you have a 
preschooler, draw a picture and add a few words. Write words of encouragement for 
each child then slip the note into an envelope and deliver it to each room. Direct your 
kids to bring the notes to your devotional time. 
                   
Review the Bible story then recall some reasons why Judah was not receiving the 
blessings of God. Remind your children that even though the Israelites were back in 
Jerusalem, they still were not obeying God! 
  
Ask: “What were some things the Jewish people were not doing?” Recall how the 
people had become lazy in their worship. They held back their offerings. The priests 
offered unacceptable sacrifices. Neither the people nor the priests obeyed God 



completely. 
  
Direct each child to read the message received from you or your spouse. Remind your 
kids that in Bible times God often spoke through prophets to relay a message. 
  
Read Malachi 4:5. Ask: “Who is the messenger God spoke of in this verse?” Summarize 
the Christ Connection by pointing out that John the Baptist was the messenger pointing 
people to Jesus. Jesus is the final messenger sharing the good news of salvation 
available only through Him. 
  
Pray, thanking God for keeping His promise to send the Messenger, Jesus, to share the 
good news of salvation through His death and resurrection from the cross. 
 
  



 
Unit 23, Session 1:  Genealogy of Christ 
Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38 
 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Jesus came to earth and was born as a baby. Jesus’ parents on earth were 
Mary and Joseph. Jesus is God’s Son. He came to rescue people from their sins. 
Kids: Jesus came to earth as a baby in Bethlehem. Jesus had earthly parents, Mary 
and Joseph, but His true Father is God. Jesus was still God the Son when He came to 
earth, but He also took on the form of a man. Jesus was born to save people from their 
sins. 
 
 
Adult Connection Point: Jesus obeyed God perfectly, unlike Adam and the rest of us. 
The Son of God became a man to live a sinless life on our behalf and die for our sins. 
And since He was a man, that means Jesus kept every aspect of God’s law perfectly, 
including the Sabbath Commandment (see Deut. 5:12-15). The New Testament teaches 
us that Christ has freed us from the law because He has fulfilled the law. The laws of 
Israel, all of them—ceremonies and dress codes and special days of the week—were 
given as symbols of a greater reality. Well, Jesus was that greater reality; so after He 
came, we no longer have to observe all the symbols. And so, the early church believed 
that the resurrection of Jesus fulfilled the Sabbath. Now, we know that Christ is Himself 
the Sabbath, and if we are resting and rejoicing in His resurrection, we have fulfilled this 
Commandment. For Christians, the Sabbath means we rest in and remember the 
gospel. Consider the Voices from the Church quote below for further reflection. 
  
Voices from the Church: 
“Because Jesus fulfilled the Law, and thus fulfilled the Sabbath commands, He, not 
some day of the week, is what offers the believers rest. We obey the Sabbath 
Commandment of the Decalogue as we spiritually rest in Christ, letting Him bear our 
heavy burdens, trusting Him for salvation, and committing our lives to Him in service, 
then remaining faithful in lifelong loyalty to Him.” 
–Craig L. Blomberg, “The Sabbath as Fulfilled in Christ,” in Perspectives on the 
Sabbath: 4 Views, ed. Christopher John Donato (Nashville: B&H, 2011), 351. 
 
 
Family Devotion: 
 
Materials: family photos 
  



Before your devotion locate family photos going as far back in the generations as you 
can. Organize the pictures by generation, then share stories or occupations of a few 
individuals on each side of the family. If you have a preschooler, ask the child to name a 
relative and something interesting about that person. 
                 
Review the Bible story. Flip to Luke 3 and Matthew 1 and challenge your children to 
skim through the recorded genealogies and identify the individuals who were mentioned 
in the Bible story. Fill in some of the names they may have missed. 
  
Remind your family that Jesus had a large family that went back many generations, just 
as your family goes back many generations. Jesus’ family went way back to Adam and 
Eve. The Bible shows us proof that Jesus was fully man. He was born as a baby and 
had a mom and dad, grandparents and great-grandparents. 
  
Ask: “Even though we know Mary and Joseph are Jesus’ earthly parents, who is Jesus’ 
true Father?” 
                                                          
Read Matthew 1:16. Remind your kids that because Jesus had earthly parents He was 
fully man. The Scripture tells us that, though, He is also fully God—the Son of God. 
  
Pray, thanking God for sending Jesus, His Son, to  die on the cross and rise again to 
save those who trust in Him as Lord and Savior. 
  
  



 
Unit 23, Session 2: John’s Birth Was Predicted 
Luke 1:5-25 
 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: God gave John a special job: to tell people that His Son, Jesus, was 
coming! John told the people what God said, and he told them to get ready to meet 
Jesus. 
Kids: God sent John to be the last prophet before Jesus. John would tell people about 
the coming Savior. John's job was to remind the people what God had said in the past 
and to get the people ready to meet Jesus. 
 
 
Adult Connection Point: What are the expectations of Christians who live under the 
rule of human government? One of the primary principles guiding the Christian citizen 
must be the commandment to honor the governmental authority under which he or she 
lives (see Rom. 13:5-7; Matt. 17:24-27; 1 Pet. 2:13-17). However, it will not always be 
natural for us to honor the government under which we live, especially if we disagree 
with it. How then should Christians respond when the laws of God and government 
collide? God is holy. His laws are an expression of His character. The governmental 
systems of this world are fallen and corrupt by nature, and their laws can bear this fallen 
nature as well. It is inevitable that these two orders of laws will come into conflict, 
perhaps frequently. When such a situation arises, what is our path as God’s people? 
Narrow is the path of those who wish to honor God in submission to a dislikable 
government, but in our honor of human government, we honor the One who has 
instituted it—the God of our salvation. 

Consider what happened to John the Baptist. John the Baptist lived in the 
wilderness on a diet of locusts and wild honey, preaching and baptizing (see Mark 1:1-
8). He lived a radical and alternative lifestyle, perhaps isolated from the everyday life of 
the culture of his day. Most of the time, he was probably an afterthought to the 
governing authorities. Yet, because John was a man of integrity and faithful to proclaim 
God’s standards for marriage, he was arrested and placed in prison— and eventually 
beheaded for other unjust reasons (see Mark 6:17-29). It should not surprise us that in a 
fallen world corrupt governments and sinful public leaders wrongly oppose and 
persecute God’s people and His messengers at times, especially when the message 
that we proclaim condemns lifestyles and agendas that government wishes to promote 
or permit. Nonetheless, we should find rest in knowing that God ordains human 
government and is sovereign over it even when government leaders persecute, arrest, 
and perhaps execute God’s people. Jesus the true King will one day judge and destroy 
all corrupt governments once and for all when He returns to establish His eternal 



kingdom. 
 
 
Family Devotion: 
 
Gather your family to play a game of charades. Decide ahead of time if family members 
will act out another family member, an animal, or a Bible character. Instruct the person 
performing the charade to not make a sound. He can use his hands or other objects in 
the room. Make sure each child has a turn. (If you have a preschooler, assist the child 
with the charade.) 
                              
Recall the Bible story by asking your kids to tell the beginning, middle, and end of the 
story. If you have future thespians in your group, act it out while one family member 
narrates. 
  
Ask: “What were some things the angel Gabriel said about this special baby?” This baby 
would be full of God’s Spirit. He would do great things. He would prepare the people for 
the Lord’s coming and turn them back to God. 
                       
Remind your children that an angel had told Zechariah all these things while he was 
serving the Lord in the temple. Zechariah did not believe he and Elizabeth could have a 
child. Because Zechariah did not believe, Gabriel said he would not be able to speak so 
he had to use his hands to communicate. God’s people had gone without a prophet 
since the prophet Micah. This baby would be the last prophet before Jesus. He would 
prepare the people to meet the Savior, Jesus! 
                                                
Pray, and thank God for breaking His silence by sending John to point the people, and 
us, to Jesus, our Savior. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 23, Session 3: Mary Visited Elizabeth 
Luke 1:39-56 
 
 



Christ Connection:  
Preschool: God kept His promise to send a Savior. This was good news! Before Jesus 
was born, people sang songs and thanked God for His Son. Mary and Elizabeth 
worshiped God because of Jesus. 
Kids: God kept His promise to Abraham and his descendants. The coming of the 
promised Savior was good news! Before Jesus was born, people rejoiced and praised 
God for His Son. Mary and Elizabeth worshiped God because of Jesus. 
 
 
Adult Connection Point: When Gabriel, an angel of the Lord, appeared to Zechariah, 
John the Baptist’s father, he predicted that as a prophet John would “turn many of the 
sons of Israel to the Lord their God … to turn the hearts of fathers to their children” 
(Luke 1:16-17, HCSB; cf. Mal. 4:5-6). Relationships between parents and children are 
important to God, which is why God commands parents to teach and their children to 
listen (see Prov. 23:22-25; cf. Deut. 6:4-9). 
In the Fifth Commandment, God promises life to those who honor their father and 
mother. We obey this Commandment by respecting the authority God has given our 
parents and by caring for them in their old age. Honoring our parents is also a way we 
reflect Jesus Christ, who is the only One to perfectly love and honor His mother and 
father. Our mission is enhanced by how we treat those in authority over us. In honoring 
our parents, we demonstrate to a watching world the power of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
 
Family Devotion: 
 
Materials: Christmas decorations, hymnal 
  
Even if it is not the Christmas season, put out a few decorations before your family 
devotion. If you have a musician in the family, invite him or her to lead your group in 
some Christmas carols or sing a cappella. 
  
Challenge one of your children to tell the Bible story, filling in important details. Ask:  
“What were some things Mary sang about after she visited Elizabeth?” Mary was 
overwhelmed with God’s goodness and said all people will call her blessed. Mary also 
said God’s name is holy. He shows mercy. He has power to bring down kings and raise 
up ordinary men. He fills up people who are hungry with good things, and He has 
remembered His promises. 
  
Ask: “What was the promise God kept?” Summarize the Christ Connection by reminding 
your kids that God kept His promise to send a Savior through Abraham and His 



descendents. Jesus is that Savior. Mary and Elizabeth could not help but praise God 
that the Savior would be born. 
  
End your devotional time by singing along with one of the songs from the Gospel 
Project or pick another Christmas song to praise God. Pray, thanking God for keeping 
His promise to send a Savior. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 23, Session 4: John Was Born 
Luke 1:57-80 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Long ago, God’s prophets said, “One day Jesus will come.” Finally a 
prophet named John said, “Jesus is almost here!” John the Baptist told people to get 
ready for Jesus. He said Jesus was coming to be King over the whole world. 
Kids: A long time before Jesus was born, prophets said that Jesus would come. The 
prophets also said another man would come first to say, "Jesus is almost here!" John 



the Baptist told people to turn away from their sins because Jesus was coming to be 
King over the whole world. 
 
 
Adult Connection Point: In the Sixth Commandment, God forbids murder and thereby 
emphasizes the value of human life. Because we are made in the image of God, murder 
is a sin. Nonetheless, murder—like other sins—can be forgiven because Jesus paid the 
penalty for sin on the cross. John the Baptist was known to preach about repentance 
and forgiveness (see Luke 3:2-3), preparing the world to recognize Jesus the Messiah 
as the Lamb who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). John’s father, Zechariah, 
predicted that John as a prophet would “give [God’s] people knowledge of salvation 
through the forgiveness of their sins” (Luke 1:77, HCSB). Murder, as evil and 
destructive as it is, is not listed as an exception to God’s forgiveness. Even those who 
are guilty of selfishly and unjustly killing another human being made in God’s image can 
receive forgiveness because of Jesus. When Jesus was on the cross, He asked His 
Father to forgive those involved with His murder and crucifixion (Luke 23:34). 

What is more, we all need to be forgiven of the sin that underlies and leads to 
murder, namely angry and hateful thinking about others. Jesus showed how the sin of 
murder begins with anger in the human heart and is often expressed in our words about 
other people. Hence, we also need to understand that we are held accountable for our 
words (see Matt. 5:21-22). Through the gospel, love overcomes hate, and we are set 
free to love our brothers and sisters with our thoughts, words, and actions in the way 
God originally intended. Praise God that Jesus died for not only murderous actions but 
murderous thoughts, or else none of us could be forgiven. 
 
 
Family Devotion: 
 
Play a name game. Direct each person to come up with a silly name for each member 
of the family starting with the same letter as the first name—for example, Silly Sally or 
Hungry Hannah. Allow each family member to share the names with the family. 
                  
Review the Bible story for your children. Remind your kids that until John’s birth, 
Zechariah could not speak because he did not believe the angel who said John would 
be born. Once the baby was born, Zechariah acknowledged the baby’s name as John. 
Right then, his tongue was set free and he could speak again. 
  
Ask: “What were some of the things Zechariah said about Jesus when he started 
praising God? What were some of the things he said about John?” Zechariah called 
Jesus the Savior who would save us from our enemies. He said John would be a 
prophet to Jesus. He would go before Him to prepare the people for Jesus’ coming and 



tell the people how they could receive forgiveness for their sins. 
  
Choose a song from the curriculum and praise God together as a family. 
  
Pray, thanking God for keeping His promise to send His prophet John and our Savior, 
Jesus, just as He said He would. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 24, Session 1:  Jesus Was Born 
Luke 2:1-20 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Jesus was born! This was very good news! Jesus was not like other babies. 
He is God’s Son. God sent Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to 
save people from their sins. Jesus came to be their King. 
Kids: The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus was not an ordinary baby. He is God’s 
Son, sent to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to save people from their 
sins and to be their King. 
 
 
Adult Connection Point: The Seventh Commandment forbids adultery and thereby 
emphasizes the goodness of sex within the marriage covenant. Sexual immorality 
distorts the picture of the gospel and becomes an idol that controls our behavior. In 



Scripture, God often describes His relationship with His people in terms of a marriage 
covenant. The expectation is love and fidelity. God is faithful and constantly pursuing 
His people, but His people “cheat” on Him by running after idols. Accordingly, God 
called the prophets of the Old Testament to remind the people of Israel of their covenant 
relationship with Him, often sending them to warn of impending judgment if they did not 
repent of their spiritual adultery and return to their covenant Lord. The people of Israel’s 
unfaithfulness eventually resulted in God sending them into exile. And while God 
restored the people to their land at some point, their inclination to commit spiritual 
adultery was never really taken care of or resolved until Jesus came to die for His 
people’s adultery and give them new hearts. 

The problem has been—and still is—that none of God’s people have been 
entirely faithful to their covenant Husband and Lord. We are all guilty of spiritual adultery 
and need to repent. The good news of the gospel is that the demand of the law, that all 
who are guilty of adultery (of any kind) deserve punishment, is met by Jesus, the virgin-
born Messiah and innocent Lamb who died on the cross for our sins. No matter how 
bad you’ve messed up, you can find forgiveness in Christ. 
 
 
Family Devotion: 
 
Materials: bathrobes, towels, rope, stuffed animals, baby doll 
  
Inform your family they will be performing a play using Luke 2 as the narrative. Allow 
family members to choose a person from the Bible story and to find articles of clothes to 
dress as him or her. One person can read Luke 2:1-20 while they others act out the 
Bible story. When you are finished, call up each Bible times person and introduce him. 
Insist each member take a bow while the others applaud. 
                                        
Review important facts you learned about Jesus in this passage. Emphasize that Jesus 
was given the names Savior and Christ. He was born to save each of person from his 
sins. Also, the angels identified exactly where the baby was to be born--in a manger in 
Bethlehem. 
                                                 
Read Luke 2:19. Ask: “What things do you think Mary treasured in her heart about the 
birth of Jesus?” 
  
Remind your kids that this was the moment the Jews had been waiting for. A Savior had 
been promised. The prophet Malachi said Jesus was to be born in Bethlehem by a 
young mom. The time had finally come and God’s Son, Jesus, came into the world. It 
was good news then and it is still good news today. 
  



Sing some Christmas songs from this quarter’s curriculum or from your personal music 
library. 
  
Pray, thanking God for sending His Son, Jesus, to come to earth and save us from our 
sins and be our King. 
  
  



 
Unit 24, Session 2:  Jesus Was Dedicated 
Luke 2:21-40 
 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: God had promised His people that a Savior was coming. When Simeon and 
Anna saw Jesus, they knew He was the Savior. Jesus came to save people from sin. 
We can trust Jesus to save us from our sin, and like Simeon and Anna, we should tell 
others the good news. 
Kids: Throughout the Old Testament, God promised the arrival of a king who would 
redeem God's people. When Jesus arrived, Simeon and Anna knew He was the 
promised Messiah. Today, we have faith that Jesus is God’s Son. We can trust Jesus 
for our salvation, and like Simeon and Anna, we should share the good news. 
 
 
Adult Connection Point: In the Eighth Commandment, God forbids stealing—taking 
something that does not belong to us. This command covers a wide range of dishonest 
practices birthed in a heart gripped by possessions instead of the One from whom all 
good things come. And it is because of our greedy and selfish hearts that Jesus came 
to earth and lived a completely selfless life on our behalf, generously offering Himself as 
an atonement for our thieving selves (see 2 Cor. 8:9). As Simeon and Anna were able 
to live selfless (but not perfect) lives in anticipation of Jesus’ coming, we who live after 
Jesus gave His life selflessly and sacrificially for us should find reason to live less 
selfishly. 

When we follow Jesus, we are gradually transformed from selfish to generous. 
We become less concerned with material wealth and more concerned with treasures in 
heaven. Our mindset on wealth changes from hoarding possessions for our own desires 
to using possessions as a tool to advance the kingdom of God. Whether we are giving 
to our local church or supporting righteous causes or helping the poor, our money can 
serve as a great example of how the gospel has changed us. Because of Christ, we are 
set free from our slavery to things and are given new, generous hearts that aid us in our 
mission. We are all guilty of taking things that do not belong to us, but because we have 
found in Christ forgiveness for theft and freedom from greed, we should be excited to 
tell others how they too can be forgiven and freed through the gospel. 
 
Family Devotion: 
 
Ask your family the question: “What is something you have been waiting for a long 
time?” Allow family members time to think or prompt them with ideas if they are stuck. 
  



Recall the Bible story including each of the people and their role at Jesus’ dedication. 
Mary and Joseph went to the temple to dedicate Jesus, their firstborn, to the Lord. This 
was part of God’s law, and they wanted to obey Him. Simeon had been promised by 
God that he would not die until he saw Jesus. As soon as Anna saw Jesus she thanked 
God for keeping His promise and began to speak to others about Him. 
                             
Comment that God not only confirmed again to Mary and Joseph that indeed their son 
was God’s Son, but also to Simeon and Anna. They had now seen with their own eyes 
the One who would save the people from their sins—Jesus! 
  
Ask: “What were some others things Simeon or Anna mentioned about Jesus?” Recall 
how Simeon shared with Mary that being Jesus’ mother would be good but hard. He 
said some people would love Him but others would not. Things were going to happen 
that would make Mary very sad. Both Simeon and Anna identified Jesus as the 
promised Messiah. 

  
Pray, thanking God, for keeping His promise to send someone to save us from our sins. 
Ask God to help each of your family members trust Jesus for their salvation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 24, Session 3: Jesus at the Temple 
Luke 2:41-52 
 
Christ Connection:  



Preschool: Jesus went to the temple to worship God. Jesus is God’s Son. He taught 
people about God. Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose 
from the dead so that we can worship God too. 
Kids: Jesus went to the temple to worship. He is God’s Son, and He came to do God's 
work. Jesus taught people, suffered, died on the cross for our sins, and rose from the 
dead so that we too can worship God. 
 
 
Adult Connection Point: In the Ninth Commandment, God forbids us to bear false 
witness against our neighbors. Throughout the Old Testament, He expressed His hatred 
for lying lips and declared truthfulness to be a requirement for His people. Jesus 
pursued truth-telling perfectly, even as a child when it looked as if He was in trouble with 
His earthly parents for remaining at the temple after they had departed to return home 
days before. As a 12-year-old boy, He told the truth about His unique relationship with 
God the Father (Luke 2:49). 

In the same way that Christ told the truth about Himself, we too must tell the truth 
about Christ and His salvation. In response to Christ’s work, we repent, in essence 
telling the truth about ourselves. We admit we are sinners and our sin is in violation of 
God’s law. And we believe the truth about Jesus. We confess the truth of His deity and 
His death, burial, and resurrection to save us from sin. True followers of Jesus believe 
and preach the truth of the gospel. Because of Jesus Christ, who was falsely accused 
for our sake, we can be forgiven when we repent (tell the truth about ourselves) and 
believe the gospel (the truth about Jesus). As a truth-telling people, the church now 
bears a true witness to Christ. 
 
 
Family Devotion: 
 
Materials: musical instruments, worship music 
  
Consider holding your devotional at the sanctuary or chapel of the nearest church. 
  
Start the devotional time by playing some worship music. If you are musically gifted, 
bring out the guitar or play some hymns on the piano. Sing through a couple songs to 
get your family in a worshipful attitude. 
  
Challenge your youngest child to identify which family member is closest to 12 years of 
age. Remind your kids that in the Bible story Jesus was only 12 years old when He went 
to the temple and got “lost.” 
  
Ask: “What were some reasons Jesus stayed in the temple? How did He reply to His 



mother?”  Jesus sat among the religious teachers listening and asking them questions. 
All those there were astounded by His answers for He was so young. Even His mother 
was astonished. Jesus’ reply: “Didn’t you know that I had to be in My Father’s house?” 
showed that Jesus’ real Father was in heaven, and He needed to obey Him also. 
                          
Remind your kids that if Jesus, God’s Son, needed to spend time worshiping God, we 
do, too! We worship Him because of the work He accomplished on the cross. Jesus 
taught people about God’s kingdom, suffered, died on the cross to take our punishment 
for sins, and rose again so we can have a relationship with God. We worship Him too 
when we  think on what He has done for us. 
                                  
Pray, thanking God for Jesus’ example to follow. Ask God to help your family spend 
more time worshiping Him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Unit 24, Session 4: Jesus Was Baptized 
Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 1:19-34 
 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Jesus never did anything wrong, but He was baptized like sinners are 
baptized. Baptism reminds us that Jesus died and came back to life. People who know 
and love Jesus should be baptized too. 
Kids: Jesus never sinned, but He was baptized like sinners are baptized. Baptism 



reminds us of Jesus’ death and resurrection. It reminds us that when we trust in Jesus, 
we turn from sin and start a new life—a life lived for Jesus. 
 
 
Adult Connection Point: In the Tenth Commandment, God forbids us to covet 
something that belongs to someone else. Coveting is the craving of the heart for 
something we believe will give us satisfaction. Instead, coveting isolates us from others 
and robs us of a proper perspective of earthly things. Coveting is a sin more covert than 
most because it is almost exclusively an issue of the heart and can be concealed. Jesus 
was nonetheless never covetous. He kept not only God’s commands that can be 
observed by others externally but also the commands that God alone knows whether or 
not we are keeping internally. Jesus fulfilled all righteousness, external and internal, 
which highlights for us the need for Him to be baptized. 

In being baptized, Jesus was fulfilling all the requirements that God expected of 
His people at the time of His coming. John the Baptist, the last of Israel’s prophets, 
proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins (Mark 1:4), and so Jesus 
took upon Himself to do what God required for His people. Jesus Himself stated that 
John’s baptism of Him was “the way for us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matt 3:15, HCSB). 
Jesus’ baptism identifies Him with covetous sinners like us and shows how He kept 
God’s commands on our behalf so that God can accept us. When we turn from sin and 
place our faith in Jesus, God not only forgives our sins but also accepts entirely on 
account of Jesus’ obedience. Jesus fulfilled all righteousness for us and God treats us 
as if we have done the same if we place our trust in Jesus and His work on our behalf. 
He treats us as if we have never coveted ourselves and have fully obeyed Him, 
externally and internally, just as Jesus did. Baptism is a picture of our new relationship 
with God through Jesus, of dying to covetousness and living for righteousness. The 
gospel is the only answer to covetousness, for only Jesus provides us with a way to find 
our satisfaction in God and His gifts. Through faith in Jesus, we are given new desires 
that are in line with God’s mission. 
 
 
Family Devotion: 
 
Identify some jobs to do for the devotional then assign one to each member of the 
family. It could be as simple as finding the Bible and locating and marking specific 
passages for today’s lesson. Other jobs could include reading a passage, telling the 
Bible story, or leading the family in prayer. 
                    
Identify John the Baptist’s job after retelling the Bible story. Direct one child to look up 
Isaiah 40:3 and another to look up Luke 3:4. Guide your family to think what each verse 
means. Remind them that many years before John was born God had chosen John for 



the job of preparing people for the coming of His Son, Jesus. He specifically told people 
to repent from their sins and be baptized. 
                                                
Ask: “What happened when John the Baptist baptized Jesus?” Recall how, at first, John 
did not think Jesus should be baptized because He had never sinned. Jesus assured 
him, though; this was God’s plan. When Jesus came out of the water God’s voice could 
be heard identifying Jesus as God’s Son. 
  
Today people are baptized after they trust in Jesus. This baptism shows others they 
believe Jesus died to take the punishment for their sins and they now live a new life in 
Him. 
  
If you have saved members of your family who have not yet been baptized, consider 
following Jesus example and schedule a baptism with your pastor. 
  
Pray, thanking God for providing a way to start a new life, rescued from sin, in Jesus. 
                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 24, Session 5: Jesus Was Tempted 
Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13 
 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Satan tried to get Jesus to sin, but Jesus did not sin. Jesus always did the 
right thing. Jesus died on the cross to rescue us from sin. When we are tempted to sin, 
we can ask Jesus to help us say no to sin.  
Kids: Jesus was tempted, but He never sinned. Jesus is perfect and righteous. A 
perfect sacrifice was required to take away sin. Jesus was that perfect sacrifice. He died 
on the cross to free us from sin and to give us the power to say no to temptation. 
 
 
Adult Connection Point: Even though some Christians tend to disregard the Old 



Testament as irrelevant, Jesus declared God’s law to be authoritative and necessary for 
us. In fact, Jesus taught that he did not come to destroy the Law or the Prophets but to 
fulfill them (see Matt. 5:17-20). His quoting from it several times in the face of Satan’s 
temptations demonstrates how seriously Jesus took the Old Testament, signifying its 
relevance for His life and ministry and its power to thwart the attacks of the Devil (see 
Matt 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13). Because Scripture records this event for us, we know that 
Jesus can sympathize with us who struggle to obey God’s Word—though He Himself 
remained sinless (see Heb. 4:15; cf. 2:17-18; 2 Cor. 5:21)—in the face of temptation. 

We should accordingly think of Jesus fulfilling the Old Testament in two ways: 1) 
He kept all of the Old Testament’s commands and requirements perfectly for the people 
of God; and 2) He lived, died, and rose from the dead as the Savior and Messiah to 
whom the Old Testament pointed in so many ways through its prophecies, offices, 
institutions, and events. 

In light of Jesus’ fulfillment of the Old Testament and its commands, we should 
rest in the work that God has done for us in Christ as well as respond to the work that 
God is doing in us through Christ. Our response to the law shouldn’t be dismissal but 
delight; our response to temptation shouldn’t be fear but fight. We should immerse 
ourselves in God’s Word and see His law as an invitation that offers not restrictions and 
borders but true joy and a life of love. We should resist temptation by calling on the One 
who has been there and is now present with us. 
 
 
Family Devotion: 
  



 
Materials: cookies, index cards, markers 
  
Place a plate of cookies on the kitchen counter the day of your devotional. Inform your 
family not to touch the cookies. Display the cookies long enough so family members 
might be tempted. (You may want to count them before you put them in sight!) 
  
Review the Bible story emphasizing the three temptations Satan presented and Jesus’ 
response to each of them. 
  
Ask: “Why do you think Satan tried three times to tempt Jesus?” Remind your kids that 
Satan knew Jesus was the Son of God. If he could get Jesus to sin then Jesus could 
never be the perfect sacrifice God required to take away our sins. 
  
Read Jesus’ responses to each of the temptations from your Bible in Matthew 4:4,7,10. 
Point out how Jesus always responded to Satan by quoting Scripture from the Book of 
Deuteronomy. 
  
Guide your family to think of one thing each person is tempted to do or say. Locate a 
Scripture related to that temptation in your Bible’s concordance and print it on an index 
card. Encourage each kid to repeat it whenever he or she is tempted. (For preschoolers, 
guide them to learn a verse about temptation.) 
  
Enjoy the plate of cookies. If someone snuck a cookie before your devotional time, offer 
that person grace. 
  
Pray, thanking God for sending Jesus to be the sinless, perfect sacrifice for sins. Ask 
God to help you in any area you are tempted. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 24, Session 6: Jesus Called Disciples 
Matthew 4:18-22; 9:9-13; Mark 1:16-20; 2:13-14; 3:13-19; Luke 5:27-32; 6:12-16 



 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Jesus told His friends to tell people about Him. Jesus came to save people 
from their sin. This is very good news! Everyone in the world needs to hear about 
Jesus. 
Kids: Jesus taught His disciples to teach others about Him. The good news about 
Jesus is too great to not share with the entire world! Jesus came to save people from 
their sin. 
 
 
Adult Connection Point: The word religion can simply mean a way of practicing 
spirituality, and in this sense, it’s a good word. James used the word with a positive 
connotation (see Jas. 1:27). But more often, the word religion has a negative 
connotation. Here we will use it in reference to efforts to earn God’s approval. We do 
things religiously as an attempt to cleanse ourselves from sin and make ourselves 
acceptable to God—a task the gospel shows to be futile apart from Jesus. 

In this way, the scribes and Pharisees were professional religious people whose 
lives were devoted to teaching and obeying practices that made one clean or unclean, 
acceptable or unacceptable to God. So, on some level, it is appropriate to note that 
Jesus calls us to discipleship, not mere religion. In Matthew 15, Jesus offered a 
stunning critique of letter-only obedience to God’s law. The Pharisees, sensing Jesus’ 
popularity was a threat, had come to Galilee to scrutinize and oppose Him. But Jesus 
called out their disregard for God’s Word and exposed their deep hypocrisy, showing 
the connection between the heart and our behavior. 

The gospel is a vibrant alternative to finding hope in obedience and rule-
checking. It starts with the heart. Rather than trying to patch up the broken and empty 
things we carry around in our chests, Jesus chucks out the old heart and gives us 
something brand new (Ezek. 11:19). The new heart becomes a meeting place for us 
and God, a furnace of transformation where our minds are renewed (Rom. 12:2). Only 
the gospel changes the heart, and therefore, only the gospel can lead to lasting change 
in our lives. Only the gospel can produce in us the type of religion that James 1:27 
commends. Then and only then can the good things that we do flow authentically from 
who we are. We should therefore share more with our friends than just telling them that 
we are members of the Christian religion or where we might attend church. We should 
call our friends to become disciples of Jesus by telling them about who Jesus is and 
what He has done. 
 
 
Family Devotion: 
 



Materials: paper, markers 
                                        
Lead your family on a prayerwalk around your neighborhood. After you arrive home, 
guide your family to think about neighbors who do not know Jesus and print their names 
on a piece of paper. Display the paper in a prominent place to remind yourselves to 
pray for those families during the weeks and months ahead. 
                              
Challenge your family to name the twelve disciples. Give clues if they are stumped. 
                  
Ask: “What was Jesus’ main purpose in calling His disciples?” Recall in the Bible story 
how Jesus wanted these men to follow Him. When they did, they would hear Jesus’ 
lessons about God’s love for them and how to share the good news with others. 
  
Remind your kids how Jesus sought out people who knew they were sin-sick and 
needed healing. This irritated the Pharisees because they did not think He should spend 
time with sinners. Jesus told them that the one who knows he is a sinner is the one who 
needs God most. This is the person with whom Jesus wanted the disciples to share the 
good news. 
  
Direct your family to practice telling another family member some things about Jesus. 
Switch partners and practice again. Encourage your family to share this good news with 
one person on your list this week. 
  
Pray, thanking God for sending His Son, Jesus, to heal you from our sin-sick selves. 
Ask God to give you courage to share the good news of Jesus with others. 
  
  
 


