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A  W O R D  F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R S
THEOLOGY is “the study of God .” But unlike 
academic disciplines where the acquiring of 
knowledge is viewed as a good thing in and of 
itself, studying truth about God has a specific 
purpose—that we might know the God who 
has shown us grace in the Person of Jesus 
Christ and that we might make Him known . 
Theology, in the Christian sense, is knowledge 
about God that leads us into deeper 
knowledge of God . The gospel is what makes 
possible this knowledge, and a life of mission is 
to be the outcome .

The Gospel Project is a curriculum now 
three years in the making . Churches have 
expressed their desire for a theologically 
driven curriculum that is biblical and 
accessible . The development of this new 
curriculum has taken place with the input 
from an advisory council and insights offered 
from churches willing to test the material . I 
am excited to see a new curriculum that will 
assist small communities within the church 
to include a solid theological and missional 
focus in their discipleship process . 

Theology, gospel, and mission . Our 
goal has been to incorporate each of these 
important elements in The Gospel Project . As 
we learn more about the grand narrative that 
the Scriptures tell, we see Christ’s death and 
resurrection as the focal point of the story line . 
The good news of Jesus then empowers us—
God’s people—to live on mission, representing 
Christ to those around us and proclaiming His 
name to the world .

—Ed Stetzer

ED STETZER, 

General Editor—The Gospel 
Project 
President, LifeWay research

THE OLD TESTAMENT is a puzzle for many 
Christians . How many of us have started a 
daily reading plan at the beginning of the 
year only to lose steam once we get into the 
dense passages of laws and genealogies? 
It’s tempting for many Christians to jump 
to the New Testament, where we are more 
comfortable . But when we neglect the Old 
Testament, we miss the beauty of how God’s 
plan of redemption took shape . 

In this volume, we will take a fast-
paced journey through the story line of the 
Old Testament . Along the way, we’ll stop 
at key passages, observe different kinds of 
literature, but most importantly, we’ll see 
how the stories of the Old Testament are 
woven together into one big story—a story 
that points forward to ultimate redemption 
provided through the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ .

As you study the Old Testament at a 
break-neck speed, remember that if you are 
a Christian, these stories are your stories 
too . As one who has been grafted into Israel, 
your lineage of faith goes all the way back to 
Abraham . The resurrection faith on display in 
his obedience to sacrifice Isaac is the kind of 
resurrection faith we have today—on the other 
side of the empty tomb . And the heart of our 
missionary, rescuing God is to be reflected 
in us as we compassionately proclaim the 
gospel to those around us .

—Trevin Wax

TREVIN WAX,  
 Managing Editor—The 
Gospel Project 
author of Counterfeit Gospels 
and Holy Subversion 
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Gen. 1:1-3 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth 
was formless and empty, darkness covered the surface of the watery depths, and the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be 
light,” and there was light.

IMAGINE YOUR FAVORITE HANGOUT, like a local pizza parlor or burger joint . Think 
about all the details that go into making it the place you know and love: music played, 
decoration, closing time, employees, cost of menu items, type of soda, items on the 
menu, etc . The list could go on and on and on .

Who has the final say in all of these many decisions? The owner of the restaurant . He 
or she has the final authority over all aspects of the place because he or she either built or 
purchased it . As the creator and sustainer of that establishment, they get to be the one 
who ultimately decides what this week’s special is and who will be working which shifts . 
Everything that happens in their restaurant is subject to their authority . As the customer, 
can you really complain about the decorations or menu items? You can choose not to 
eat there, but you can’t really complain because the restaurant isn’t yours .

Let’s now project this concept on a global level . Who has ultimate authority over 
the entire world? That would be God, the creator and sustainer of the entire universe . 
The Bible clearly states that God created the heavens and the earth . He created all the 
light we see simply by saying, “let there be light .” He created the sun, the moon, the 
stars, the oceans, the continents, the plants, the animals, and all of mankind simply by 
speaking them into existence . The same power used for speaking the entire universe 
into existence is now used to shape the universe for His purposes . As the creator and 
sustainer of the world, the God who speaks has the ultimate authority .

HAS AUTHORITY

PAUSE AND REFLECT
 ▷ Why is it important to realize God’s authority?
 ▷ What impact does God’s authority have in your life?
 ▷ Do you find yourself disagreeing with what God 

has chosen or allowed to happen? Rather than 
disagreeing, what would be a better response?

SESSION 1

THE GOD WHO SPEAKS

I
MAGINE YOUR SIGHT and hearing being taken from 
you. Now imagine not being able to communicate 
with the world around you. How would you learn 
who you were? What you were supposed to do? The 
story of Helen Keller reminds us of the importance 

of communication and the importance of someone 
intervening on our behalf. Until a teacher came along 
and taught Helen how to communicate, she lived in 
total darkness, isolated from her world. Spiritually we 
are in the same position as Helen Keller was as a child. 
Fortunately, God stepped in and made Himself known. 
Our eyes are now open and our lives can have purpose. 
God, in His love for us, has communicated with us and 
created a way for us to have a relationship with Him.
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READY YOUR HEART READY YOUR HEART

Ex. 3:2-6 Then the Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire within a bush. 
As Moses looked, he saw that the bush was on fire but was not consumed. So Moses 
thought: I must go over and look at this remarkable sight. Why isn’t the bush burning 
up? When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called out to him from the 
bush, “Moses, Moses!” “Here I am,” he answered. “Do not come closer,” He said. “Take 
your sandals off your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” Then 
He continued, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob.” Moses hid his face because he was afraid to look at God.

ONE OF THE FINAL SCENES in the classic movie The Wizard of Oz finds Dorothy, 
the Tin Man, the Lion, and the Scarecrow bringing the broom from the Wicked 
Witch of the West to the great and powerful Wizard of Oz . They are treated to a 
huge spectacle of smoke and fire . During this grand display, Toto wanders off and 
discovers a great truth: the Wizard of Oz is not a powerful person, but rather a tiny old 
man speaking into a microphone and pulling levers and buttons . Instead of being all-
powerful, he was in fact powerless and hidden, afraid people would learn the truth .

This is the exact opposite of how God works . Rather than hiding behind a curtain, 
He has made Himself fully known . He is the creator of the universe, and He wants 
people to know who He is in a personal way .  

The story of Moses and the burning bush is just one of many instances we see 
of God revealing Himself to His people . The Bible is full of other examples . These 
examples start in the book of Genesis as He created the heavens and the earth, and 
continue all the way through the book of Revelation as the Bible says that “the grace 
of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints” (Rev . 22:21) . Because of His immense love for 
us, God mercifully reveals Himself to all of His creation .

PAUSE AND REFLECT
 ▷ Why did the Wizard of Oz not want to be revealed?
 ▷ Why does God continuously revel Himself?
 ▷ In what ways has God revealed Himself in your life?

THE CURTAIN IS OPEN 

Gen. 1:27-30 So God created man in His own image; He created him in the image of 
God; He created them male and female. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be 
fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the 
sky, and every creature that crawls on the earth.” God also said, “Look, I have given you 
every seed-bearing plant on the surface of the entire earth, and every tree whose fruit 
contains seed. This food will be for you, for all the wildlife of the earth, for every bird of 
the sky, and for every creature that crawls on the earth—everything having the breath of 
life in it. I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.

BAD NEWS: you just lost your iPhone and with it your ability to communicate and 
survive . The following two scenarios are ways you may replace it .

Scenario 1: You know it is going to cost you something so you approach your 
parents with a proposal . You explain you will take on several household chores, 
including all yardwork, for the summer . In exchange for this work, you will earn the 
required money to pay for your lifeline to the outside world—your iPhone .

Scenario 2: Your dad found you staring out to space and eventually realized your 
helpless situation . Being a loving father, he stops by the store, picks up a brand new 
phone, and gives it to you that evening . Overwhelmed by love and gratitude, you 
decide to step up and take on more chores around the house . You even volunteer to 
paint the fence that desperately needs it and you want to continually show your love 
and gratitude so you joyfully mow the lawn each week without being asked . 

Notice that in both situations, the end result is the same: you get a new iPhone, the 
fence gets painted, and the yard gets mowed . But the manner in which the end came 
about is completely different . The second scenario is similar to how things work with 
God . There is nothing we can ever do to earn His favor . But he loves and cares for us so 
much that the Bible says that He blesses us (Gen . 1:28) . It is even more evident when 
He sent His only son to die on our behalf, so that we may have everlasting life (John 
3:16) . The point is, God does not give us tasks in order to earn His blessings . He gives us 
His blessings, which in turn ought to motive us to worship and obey Him!

RESPONDING TO HIS BLESSING

PAUSE AND REFLECT
 ▷ Why doesn’t God act in a manner similar to scenario 1?
 ▷ Why do so many people think God works like the 

father in scenario 1?
 ▷ How does seeing scenario 2 affect your thoughts about 

God and His commands?
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H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  S T U D Y

1. GET STARTED.

The goal of these pages is to 
provide you an overview of 
where the study is heading 
this week. This intro page is 
followed by three devotional 
readings. These readings 
are provided to assist you in 
preparing your heart during 
the week as well as providing 
you a place to launch into 
studying these Scriptures. 
Take plenty of time to read 
through these and allow a 
few minutes to reflect over 
what you have read. Use the 
Pause and Reflect section at 
the bottom of each devotional 
to help you process what you 
have just read. 



The God Who Speaks...
From the beginning of time and in the pages of 
Scripture, God reveals Himself as a God who speaks. 
His speech is a demonstration of His power, grace, and 
authority. Because of this truth, there is nothing more 
important in life than hearing from God and obeying 
His voice. Today we will learn more about this God who 
speaks and what His speaking means to us.

God created us out of mercy. 
He has spoken to us out of mercy. 
He became one of us out of His mercy. 
And He calls us to Himself out of His 
mercy. Just as Anne Sullivan broke 
through to Helen Keller, the Holy Spirit 
opens the eyes of our heart so we 
can see His goodness and His glory and 
respond with gratitude.

▸  What do we learn about God through 
the fact that He revealed Himself to us 
and desires a relationship with us?

Deism teaches that God created the world, much like 
a clockmaker puts together a clock. But then the Deist 
god no longer intervenes in our affairs. Deists believe 
that God cares very little about what happens in this 
world. He lets the clock begin to tick, and then he steps 
back and becomes uninvolved.

▸  If you were to hold to a Deist view of God’s revelation, 
how would that affect your life? How would it affect 
your view of the Bible?

“When you come to knowing God, the initiative lies on His 
side. If He does not show Himself, nothing you can do will 
enable you to find Him.” –C. S. Lewis (1898-1963)

Gives Us Tasks.
If it is true that God has spoken, then 
there is nothing greater we can do than listen 
to what our Creator has said. 

▸ What might be some of the reasons 
people don’t want to believe that 
God has spoken?

In Genesis 1:27-30, God told the first 
humans, Adam and Eve, what He 
expected of them. Notice the progression: 
God created (authority); then He blessed 
(mercy). Finally, He gave tasks.

Conclusion God does not 
speak to us so that we might keep Him 
company or that we might merely be 
friends. He speaks to us and lavishes the 
grace of His salvation upon us so that we 
might then get to work accomplishing all 
that He has called us to do. The God who 
speaks is the God who gives tasks. God 
communicates His commands, and then 
He breathes His Spirit into our hearts, 
enabling us to learn, live, and love.

Is Merciful. 
Mercy is at the heart of God’s 
revelation to us. Notice who initiated 
the conversation. God is the One who 
came to Moses. He mercifully revealed 
Himself and then identified Himself as 
the God of Moses’ forefathers.

The truth that God speaks is what 
separates Him from all idols. In the Old Testament, we 
see frequent showdowns between the true God of Israel 
and the false gods of pagan peoples. In Psalm 115:3-5, we 
read: “Our God is in heaven and does whatever He pleases. 
Their idols are silver and gold, made by human hands. They 
have mouths but cannot speak, eyes, but cannot see.” The 
contrast is clear. God is Spirit. He has no physical mouth, 
and yet He speaks. The idols, on the other hand, are 
physical. They have mouths but are silent. God alone has 
authority. God is the God who speaks.

Has Authority.
There was nothing but nothingness until God made His 
intentions known. With just two words spoken by God, 
light came into existence. God created by speaking. He 
spoke the world into existence. And the result of His 
speaking demonstrates how powerful His speech is.
 
▸  How does the impact of a word of 

encouragement or criticism change 
depending upon who says it?

Words have no authority in themselves. Words are only 
powerful when spoken by someone with power.  List 
people whose words carry meaning both culturally  
and to you personally. ▸   Why do you think it is  

important that we under-
stand this progression? 
What might happen  
when we seek to under-
stand the task apart  
from God’s blessing?

The power of God exercised through His word 
elicited this reaction from the writer of Hebrews: 

“For the word of God is living and effective and 
sharper than any double-edged sword, penetrating 
as far as the separation of soul and spirit, joins and 
marrow. It is able to judge the ideas and thoughts of 
the heart” (Heb. 4:12).

▸  How does 
our belief 
that God has 
spoken affect 
our view of 
Scripture? 
The world we 
live in? Our 
day-to-day 
behavior?

When we come to 
understand that 
accomplishing our task 
is made possible only 
because of God’s initial 
blessing of grace, then 
there is nothing God can’t 
ask of us. There is nothing 
He owes us. We owe Him 
everything—our very lives.

▸  Has God spoken to you 
through His Word in the 
past few months? What 
Scripture passages has   
God used to speak to you?

▸  What blessings have you 
received from God in the 
past few months?

▸  What tasks has God 
presented to you as a    
result of these blessings?
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ENCORE

1. HAS AUTHORITY (GEN. 1:1-3).

Words change things. When a pastor stands next to a gushing groom and a beaming bride and 
says, “I now pronounce you husband and wife,” their status changes. They become united before 
God and God’s people. They are ushered into the union of holy matrimony. The spoken word 
changed them forever because it was spoken with authority. But words have no authority in 
themselves. Words are only powerful when spoken by someone with power. 

Responding to the powerful nature of God’s speech, the psalmist praised God for His 
creative authority: “Praise Him, sun and moon; praise Him, all you shining stars. Praise Him, 
highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens. Let them praise the name of Yahweh, for He 
commanded, and they were created” (Ps. 148:3-5). Notice the progression: God commanded, 
and the universe was created. 

Words matter. Words carry weight. And the weightiest words are those uttered by the most 
glorious (the weightiest) Being in the universe. His words matter because of who He is.

2. IS MERCIFUL (EX. 3:2-6).

We have no right to demand an audience with God. God is not accountable to us; we are 
accountable to Him. God would have been fully just and righteous to create this world and leave 
it to natural processes, never to intervene, never to communicate with His human creatures, 
and never to involve Himself with our human plight. There is nothing about our existence that 
forces God to be a God who reveals Himself. And yet God speaks. The very fact that we are 
created is a result of God’s grace. 

He created us to fellowship with Him, to join in the love song the three Persons of the Trinity 
sing to one another. Out of grace—not necessity—God has created this world. He has spoken, 
and therefore, we exist. It is also an act of grace that God would reveal Himself to us personally. 
God was under no obligation to pull back the curtain and let us see aspects of His character and 
evidences of His power. He could have spoken the world into existence and then never spoken 
again, leaving us in ignorance about our Creator and our purpose. 

Here we see the good news of the gospel! The gospel is the story of a God who issues a call 
to helpless sinners. In our blindness and deafness, we are imprisoned by our own sinfulness. 
We cannot see the goodness of God until He gives us new eyes. We cannot hear the voice of 
God until He opens our ears. Like Helen Keller, we struggle to make sense of the world around 
us—why we are here and where we are going. 

But God—out of sheer grace—chose to enter our world of darkness through the person of 
Jesus Christ. In His perfect life and sacrificial death, Jesus revealed God to us. He showed us 
God’s character. He demonstrated the love at the heart of the Father’s authority.

THE GOD WHO SPEAKS 3. GIVES US TASKS (GEN 1:27-30).

If it is true that God has spoken, then there is nothing greater we can do than listen to what our 
Creator has said. Once we recognize the authority of the God who speaks and the mercy from 
which He speaks, we are then responsible to lovingly and willingly obey God’s commands. The 
command has been issued. What will our response be? 

In Genesis 1:27-30, God told the first humans, Adam and Eve, what He expected of them. 
Notice the progression again: God created (authority); then He blessed (mercy). Finally, He 
gave tasks. Out of His authority, God created Adam and Eve. Out of His mercy, He blessed 
them. Then God’s mercy led to His tasking Adam and Eve with cultivating His good creation. 
Too many times, we get the order backwards. We begin with the tasks of the Christian life 
and seek to receive God’s blessing as a result of our obedience. But the gospel turns these 
expectations upside down. God first blesses His children. Only then does He task them with 
ruling wisely over the earth. 

When we begin with the task rather than the blessing, we cut ourselves off from the very 
power that is necessary to fulfill the tasks God has given us. The blessing of the gospel—the gift 
of undeserved grace—should motivate and drive our obedience. As we embrace the gospel, the 
gospel then empowers our love for God and for our neighbor. 

When we begin with our obedience instead of God’s blessing, we invert the gospel. We begin to 
think that we can somehow put God in our debt. If we only do enough good works, maybe God 
will bless us. This is humanity’s futile attempt at keeping control. We’d rather think that God 
owes us. As long as we think someone owes us, we maintain a sense of control.

Grace—in contrast—is scary! When we come to understand that accomplishing our task is 
made possible only because of God’s initial blessing of grace, then there is nothing God can’t ask 
of us. There is nothing He owes us. We owe Him everything—our very lives.

CONCLUSION

After Anne Sullivan was able to communicate with Helen Keller, she began to teach her 
how to communicate with others. Anne did not speak to Helen in order to become merely a 
companion to her. Anne saw Helen’s potential for communication. Helen Keller became an 
author and activist in later years. The power of that initial moment of communication led to 
places no one would have imagined. 

So it is with us. God does not speak to us so that we might keep Him company or that we 
might merely be friends. He speaks to us and lavishes the grace of His salvation upon us so that 
we might then get to work accomplishing all that He has called us to do. The God who speaks is 
the God who gives tasks. God communicates His commands, and then He breathes His Spirit 
into our hearts, enabling us to learn, live, and love.
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2. DISCUSS IT.

This section is for you to 
use during your group time. 
Spend a few minutes before 
class scanning these pages 
to help prepare you for the 
discussion time. During your 
group time, speak up. This 
study is designed to teach you 
biblical truth and allow you to 
process those truths together. 
Discussion time works best 
when there is discussion.

3. KEEP GOING.

There is a lot to learn and 
process with each of these 
lessons. There is a good 
chance you may miss 
something during the 
discussion or you may run 
out of time when your group 
meets to finish the study. Use 
these pages to look back at 
what you learned and also 
to catch up on anything you 
missed during the discussion. 

Visit GospelProject .com for more resources (podcasts, devotionals,
and other articles) related to this material .
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UNIT 1

The Foundations

KNOWING GOD is the highest joy and satisfaction that any human can experience. It is the very 
thing we were created to experience. He commands us to do everything we do for His glory (1 Cor. 
10:31). But the good news is that when we glorify God, we find our greatest satisfaction and a sense 
of purpose because that is precisely what we were created to do. How should this truth affect the 
way we live?

There are billions of people in the world who have never experienced the joy of doing what they 
were created to do. They are like birds that have never felt the freedom of flight; they are sitting next 
to you at your workplace, mowing the lawn next to yours, and sharing the city that you live in. They 
are lost and looking for something to save them or have already settled on being their own savior. 
Our hearts ought to feel compassion for those around us. It wasn’t too long ago that we were in the 
same boat.

But if it is true that our God is real and wants to be known, if it is true that He is both all-
powerful and intimately tender with His people, if He is worthy of all our praise and He is the One 
we most want to give our praise to—then we should want to be on mission with Him doing the 
things that He is doing! 

God is on the move, breathing life into His creation once again by calling people to salvation—
and this time we are invited to come along. The question is: Will we follow? 

How does seeing God as He reveals Himself in the Bible motivate your heart to talk 
about Him with people who do not know Him? What are some things that hold you 
back from sharing Him with others? How does the promise that God does not love 
you less, even as you struggle to understand His mission, encourage you to press on?
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SESSION 1

CREATION: THE 
STORY BEGINS

H
ave you noticed the common thread in TV crime shows? 
Usually, the suspense builds as the investigation comes 
to a standstill. But then the investigators figure out 
something game-changing by taking another pass through 
the crime scene or revisiting an old, dusty file from the 

archives. Part of the appeal of these programs is that the answer is 
there the whole time. That one earth-shattering piece of evidence is 
screaming out to everyone around, trying to be noticed, yet everyone 
seems to be blind and deaf to it. 

This is exactly what we see happen in the opening chapters of 
Genesis. God makes Himself known to us through the evidence of His 
being and the clues of His character that are sown into nature. Through 
His creation, He reveals the power and authority of God. We’re created 
in the image of God, and our relationships shine light on the nature of 
God. Because the Creator is sovereign, transcendent, and has chosen to 
personally reveal Himself to us, we are called to reflect His glory in our 
work and in our relationships. 



READY YOUR HEART
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Gen. 1:1-5 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was 
formless and empty, darkness covered the surface of the watery depths, and the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the surface of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and 
there was light. God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light “day,” and He called the darkness “night.” Evening came 
and then morning: the first day. 

HOW DO YOU KNOW if you are in a relationship with someone these days? You check 
their Facebook status, right? When I was in elementary school I used to pass a lot of 
notes during the day. This of course was before the days of texts, tweets and Facebook 
messages. The notes would go out on Monday and the recipient would usually be 
different from week to week. They would usually say something to the effect of: 
“(Insert Girl’s Name), do you want to be my girlfriend, check yes or no.“

Once I reached high school the girls didn’t respond as well to those childish notes. 
In high school you knew you were in a relationship if you talked to the person in between 
classes and if you spent hours on the phone talking at night. Those actions remind us 
that communication is the foundation and confirmation of any relationship. 

It’s really interesting that out of the billion different ways God could have created 
the world, He chose to do it by speaking, or communicating. The Bible records it this 
way, “Then God SAID, “Let there be light,” and there was light.” (Gen 1:3)

Why does someone speak? To be heard and responded to, right? That’s called 
communication and it is the basis of all relationships. God choosing to speak creation 
into existence is evidence of His desire to be in a relationship with His creation. God is 
not silent nor is He removed from His creation. He is pursuing a relationship with His 
creation. The fact that God spoke the world into existence points us to these facts.

God didn’t stop speaking at creation. He has been speaking ever since. It’s almost 
like He is writing us a note or wants to chat with us between classes. Ultimately He is 
pursuing a relationship with us and desires communication with us. We can have this 
relationship with Him because He first spoke to us. Make no mistake about it, He is 
speaking. The real question is, are you listening?

THE SPEAKING GOD

PAUSE AND REFLECT
 ▷ Why did God speak creation into existence?
 ▷ How does God speak to creation in  today’s world?
 ▷ What can you do to ensure that you hear God when He 

speaks to you?
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READY YOUR HEART

Gen. 1:26-28 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness. 
They will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, all the earth, and the 
creatures that crawl on the earth.”  So God created man in His own image; He created 
him in the image of God; He created them male and female. God blessed them, and God 
said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the 
birds of the sky, and every creature that crawls on the earth.”
Finish the story by reading 1:29-2:3 in your Bible.

LEARNING THE ALPHABET and how to add are two of the first things you learn in your 
academic career. Learning addition usually begins by the teacher asking the following 
question: “If you have one apple and I give you another, how many do you have?”

This is apparently hard to grasp at first because young kids often pull out their 
fingers to visualize this concept of addition. Over time the concept begins to soak in. 
But as soon as students begin to master that concept, another mind-blowing concept 
is introduced: multiplication. 

The basis of multiplication is taking one number and adding as many times as the 
second number indicates. For those scratching their heads and getting their fingers 
ready let me explain further: 4*4 is nothing more than 4+4+4+4. Some might ask, why 
multiply when you can add? Multiplication allow you to combine much larger numbers 
much faster than mere addition. In essence, you multiply when addition isn’t big enough. 

Early in Genesis God gave Adam and Eve a God-sized vision and mission. Mere 
addition couldn’t handle this vision. This was a vision that required multiplication. The 
Bible says, “God blessed them and God said to them, be fruitful and multiply.” Some 
might argue this is a mandate for married people to have lots of babies. To some extent 
this is what God means, but I think there’s much more going on here. 

You might ask the question: “What were Adam and Eve supposed to multiply?” The 
previous verse twice mentions that man was made in the image of God. As soon as God 
said that, God then told Adam and Eve to multiply. He commanded them to multiply His 
image over all the earth. God desires a world that reflects His glory. This occurs when 
His image is multiplied throughout the face of the earth.

PAUSE AND REFLECT
 ▷ Why did give the command to “be fruitful and multiply”?
 ▷ What can you do to multiply God’s image here on earth?
 ▷ How does this command further God’s glory?

GOD’S VISION OF MULTIPLICATION
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Gen. 2:18-25 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a 
helper as his complement.” So the Lord God formed out of the ground each wild animal 
and each bird of the sky, and brought each to the man to see what he would call it. And 
whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all 
the livestock, to the birds of the sky, and to every wild animal; but for the man no helper 
was found who was like him. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to come over the man, 
and he slept. God took one of his ribs and closed the flesh at that place. Then the Lord 
God made the rib He had taken from the man into a woman and brought her to the man. 
And the man said: This one, at last, is bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh; this one will 
be called woman, for she was taken from man. This is why a man leaves his father and 
mother and bonds with his wife, and they become one flesh. Both the man and his wife 
were naked, yet felt no shame.

GROWING UP, my parents had a way to make sure I understood the things they deemed 
important. Whenever they wanted to make a point, they would do so by stating the 
same thing over and over. I remember on many occasions my mom would remind me 
of  something she wanted me to do upwards of five times. I remember thinking, “I get it! 
You don’t have to keep saying it over and over!”

Truth be told, I often times still didn’t get it. The point is that when our parents want 
something to stick they tend to repeat themselves over and over. God does the same 
thing in the story of Genesis. He says, “It is good,” over and over. He makes the point 
that what He does is good and is an extension of His goodness. This repetition is so 
consistent that when we see a different message communicated, we must take notice.

A different message comes in Genesis 2:18. Instead of once again seeing, “It is good,” 
we find God stating, “It is not good!” For the first time in Genesis something isn’t good. 
Why would God break His normal pattern of repetition? To make the point that Adam 
alone was not good. Adam alone misses a piece of reflecting God’s image.The best 
reflection of the image of God is an intimate community of two people bound together 
in marriage. Marriage was not designed merely for our happiness or companionship. 
God created marriage so that we may better reflect His image. 

IT IS NOT GOOD!

PAUSE AND REFLECT
 ▷ What caused God to declare, “It is not good!”?
 ▷ How does marriage help reflect God’s image?
 ▷ What can you do now, as a student, to prepare yourself for 

a future marriage?



In Creation, God Reveals...
The creation of our world reveals the power and 
authority of God. Human beings are created in 
the image of God, and human relationships shine 
light on the nature of God. Because the Creator 
is sovereign, transcendent, and has chosen to 
personally reveal Himself to us, we are called to 
reflect His glory in our work and realtionships.

We also see the author of Genesis take a moment to retell the 
story of creation again in chapter 2, this time with a subtle yet 
critical difference. In the second account we see Moses refer 
to God as “LORD God.” This name is different from the first. 
This name is the personal name of God;;it doesn’t describe an 
attribute or role of God, but instead calls Him by His personal 
name: Yahweh. 

▸  Why would Moses want to tell two versions of the same 
creation story by referring to God in two distinct ways?

▸ What do you think he is try to tell us about God?

His Authority.
Using only His voice, God calls forth light out of 
nothing, and light appears.
 
▸ What does the emergence of light tell you 

about God?

▸ What kind of clues about Him are woven 
into that first act of creation, the manner in 
which He made light?

God’s overarching power and authority are 
what commanded creation into existence.

Elohim: This is the common name of God 
in Hebrew that means mighty, powerful, and 
exceedingly great. This name points to the 
transcendence of God. This means that He is above 
and beyond the world in both power and glory.
▸  Why is the transcendence of God important 

to understand?

▸  Is there anywhere 
else that we see 
the transcendence 
of God and His 
nearness displayed 
so clearly at the 
same time?

▸   Can you think of 
a time in your life 
when God’s power 
and authority met 
with His gentleness 
and closeness?



Conclusion Truly there is 
no God like ours. He speaks and the 
heavens obey. All of creation sings of His 
glory and majesty. May we, as His image 
bearers, join with the rest of creation in 
bringing glory to the father who allows 
us to know Him. May we look forward to 
the day when we will know Him fully as 
He is, face to face, in the light of His glory 
that illuminates all of heaven.  

Men and women are 
both needed in order 
to give the complete 
picture of God’s nature. 
God’s nature is more 
fully revealed when Eve 
is formed out of Adam’s 
rib than when Adam 
roamed the earth alone.

▸  How does studying 
creation help you 
better understand 
God?

▸  How does 
understanding truth 
about creation direct 
your life?

While we have been given the honor and 
privilege above all other created beings 
to share the image of God and bear it to 
the rest of the world, we fall terribly short 
most of the time. 
▸  What are some practical ways you can 

improve your image bearing?
Colossians 1:15 tells us that Jesus is the 
image of the invisible God. He is the 
perfect representation of Man displaying 
God in creation. He fulfilled all that was 
lacking in our ability to image God.

What does being made in the image of God include? 
Genesis 1:26-2:3 indicates that the “image of God” refers 
to how we: 

Relate (v. 27) Work (v.29-30)
Rule (v.28)  Rest (v.31-2:3)
▸  In what ways do you “image” God best? In other 

words, what area of your life (relational, ruling, work, 
rest) do you feel most confident that you reflect God?

▸  In what area do you feel you’re the weakest and why 
do you think that’s your weak area of bearing the 
image of God?

His Nature.
The topic of men’s and women’s roles 
matter not because there is an argument 
to be won but because it has something 
to teach us about God. Both men and 
women are needed to rightly reflect God 
because just as the completeness of the 
Godhead exists within the community 
of the trinity, the completeness of Man 
could not be expressed in Adam alone. 
Eve is needed to complete the image of 
community within mankind.

His Desires.
God created us with the desire to glorify 
His name through image bearing. Our 
whole being points to His glorious name.

▸ When it comes to the creation of man what 
does God say? What is different about how 
God decides to create man?

▸  Why is it important to have 
a biblical understanding 
of manhood and 
womanhood?

▸   How do the differences 
between manhood and 
womanhood reveal 
God’s nature?
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ENCORE

1. HIS AUTHORITY (GENESIS 1:1-5).

God’s transcendence, power, and authority are what commanded creation into existence. The 
very name that is used to describe Him in the account of creation above is Elohim, the common 
name of God in Hebrew that means mighty, powerful, and exceedingly great. It is the name that 
describes the kind of God that speaks and the universe is born; the name to describe a God who 
owns everything in creation because He spoke it into being. He is high, seated on the throne 
of the heavens that He spoke into existence. All created beings, including mankind, owe their 
allegiance to this amazing God because there is none like Him, there is no other God that has 
such power and authority; such bigness and transcendence. 

It is true that as Elohim, God owns everything. All allegiance and worship is due Him 
because He is powerful and holy, set apart from all creation as the infinitely mighty Creator. He 
has rights over us and we are accountable to Him. But there is this amazing truth that we miss 
so often because our view of Him stops there. Yes, because He is Elohim, we have to give him 
our all. But because He is Yahweh, the God that is near and compassionate with His people, 
we should want to give Him our all. We should want to surrender all of our rights because this 
kind of God wants better things for us than we could ever dream up for ourselves! Because our 
God is Elohim, we must give him all our worship, but because He’s Yahweh, we gladly offer it, as 
nothing else could make us happier. 

The clearest place you see the greatness and closeness of God is in the Person of Jesus Christ. 
Even in the story of Creation, we see Jesus play an active role. According to John 1, all things 
were made through the power and authority of Jesus Christ – the Word of God. And the same 
Word would later put on flesh and came to dwell with sinful Man, and would pay the highest 
price to see us reconciled to the Father. The Word that was present from the beginning, and who 
will return at the end, is Jesus. This is the One through whom all of creation was made; and the 
One for whom all of creation exists.

2. HIS DESIRES (GEN. 1:26-2:3).

We’ve seen that one of the major purposes of Genesis 1 and 2 is to teach us something about 
God’s Nature. He wants to tell us who He is. But He doesn’t stop there. He not only wants us to 
better understand His nature, He wants us to better understand our own nature, namely that we 
are made in His image. 

We are the only creation of God that is made in His image. That is what God is showing us 
about our nature; it is defined by the fact that we bear His image. What practically does being 
made in the image of God include? From Genesis 1:26-2:3 we see that the “image of God” refers 
to how we relate (v.27), rule (v.28), work (v.29-30), and rest (v.31-2:3).

While we have been given the honor and privilege above all other created beings to share 
the image of God and bear it to the rest of the world; we fall terribly short most of the time, 
don’t we?  Colossians 1:15 tells us that Jesus is the image of the invisible God. He is the perfect 

CREATION: THE STORY BEGINS
In creation, God reveals...
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image bearer. In every way that we fall short, Jesus displays God perfectly and fully. There is no 
deficiency in His image. There is no distortion or mar. He is the perfect representation of Man 
displaying God in creation. He does what we were meant to do but never could because of sin; 
and because of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, God looks at us as if we represented Him on earth 
just like Jesus did. We get the reward of perfectly reflecting God in the world while Jesus took 
the penalty we were owed for trampling upon it. Jesus fulfilled all that was lacking in our ability 
image God to the world.

3. HIS NATURE (GEN. 2:18-25).

Throughout this story, we have seen God make everything in creation; after each new thing, 
He steps back and affirms that it is good. Sometimes, as with the emergence of mankind, He 
declares that it is very good. But out of everything that was good, there was something that He 
declared not good, which we see in Genesis 2:18-25.

There was something missing from the creation of Man when it was just Adam. His aloneness 
and isolation was not right; it wasn’t good. In fact, it didn’t rightly represent God. Do you 
remember the personal part of His nature that was passed through the sharing of His image? 
There was a relational component to His nature that was shared in the making of Man as male 
and female.

We touched on the male and female relationship a little earlier and would do well to revisit it 
again since this can be a controversial issue, even in the church. The distinct roles between the 
different sexes have long led to debate and frustration; but what we know for certain is that there 
is something important to God in the fact that He created them male and female; otherwise He 
would have stopped after creating Adam. (That would’ve been bad on multiple levels.) 

The topic of men’s and women’s role matters not because there is an argument to be won but 
because it has something to teach us about God. Both men and women are needed to rightly 
reflect God because just as the completeness of the Godhead exists within the community of the 
trinity; the completeness of Man could not be expressed in Adam alone apart from community. 

CONCLUSION

God designed creation to reflect His character and nature. There are clues everywhere about 
Him because He wants to make Himself known. From the twinkling stars, to the vast oceans, 
breath-taking mountains, and image-bearing Man – He is telling His story and displaying 
Himself for all to see.

Truly there is no God like ours. He speaks and the heavens obey. Day and night all of creation 
sings of His glory and majesty. May we, as His image bearers, the most equipped to represent 
God in this world, join with the rest of creation in bringing glory to the Father who allows us to 
know Him. May we look forward to the day when we will know Him fully as He is, face to face, 
in the light of His glory that illuminates all of heaven.
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