
Alpine Folk Art, 
Festivals, and Tradition
WHILE THE ALPINE REGIONS OF AUSTRIA, GERMANY, AND 
SWITZERLAND SHARE COMMON TIES OF TOPOGRAPHY 
and language, each country safeguards centuries of its own local  
traditions. From handmade clothing to sporting exhibitions to seasonal 
festivals, you are cordially invited to explore the colorful expressions of  
community at the heart of every authentic Alpine experience. 

ADVERTISEMENT

Clockwise from left: The historic town of Hallstatt on the lake that 
shares its name; a traditional Alpine cattle descent in the Canton Bern; 
Strong Beer Season in Munich celebrated at the Löwenbräu Brewery. 
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Germany 
Munich Strong Beer Season
In the 17th century, Paulaner monks in Munich perfected a 

recipe for a beer to carry them through the lean days of Lent, 

creating the world’s first strong beer. Known as the “Fifth 

Season” and referred to more recently as the “Insider’s 

Oktoberfest,” Munich’s four-week-long Starkbierzeit, 

or Strong Beer Season, starts in mid- to late-February or 

early March after the end of Fasching, the Bavarian 

version of Mardis Gras. One of the most popular spots 

to celebrate Starkbierzeit in Munich is the Paulaner am 

Nockherberg near Kolumbusplatz. 

Lake Tegernsee Forest Festivals (Waldfest)
A forerunner to Oktoberfest, Waldfest is an annual series 

of day-long summer festivals that take place in towns 

throughout the Tegernsee region of Bavaria—just an 

hour’s journey south of Munich International Airport. 

Revelers in traditional costume mix with locals and 

visitors enjoying steins of beer, food stalls, brass bands, 

Maypoles, strength contests, and more. Each festival 

has its own customs and character highlighting the best 

of Bavarian tradition. 

Oberammergau
Beautifully situated at the foot of the Ammergau Alps, 

the town of Oberammergau is among Germany’s most 

popular tourist destinations. Known for its charming 

shops and colorful wall frescoes, the town also hosts a 

once-a-decade Passion Play, a grand five-hour spectacle 

performed by more than 2,000 townspeople. Until the 

next Passion Play, in 2020, visitors to Oberammergau can 

experience backstage tours of the theater and enjoy close 

proximity to the Zugspitze, Germany’s highest peak, and 

Neuschwanstein Castle, built by Bavaria’s King Ludwig II. 

Platzl Hotel 
Located next to Munich’s 
famous Hofbrauhaus and 
within walking distance of 
the Marienplatz and the 
Viktualienmarkt, the four-
star Platzl Hotel is a modern 
showcase for traditional 
Bavarian hospitality. Enjoy 
prized local cuisine in the 
Restaurant “Pfistermühle.”
PLATZL.DE

Seehotel Ueberfahrt, 
Lake Tegernsee 
The five-star Seehotel 
Ueberfahrt has been 
welcoming guests for 
135 years. Its Gourmet 
Restaurant Ueberfahrt, 
headed by Michelin two-star 
Chef Christian Juergens, 
is ranked among the top 
restaurants in Germany. 
SEEHOTEL-UEBERFAHRT.COM/EN

Enjoying the Alps at a Forest Festival (Waldfest) on Lake Tegernsee in Bavaria.  

2012 WALDFEST DATES: 

June 15-16: Kreuth

June 29-30: Bad Wiessee

July 6-7: Kreuth

July 13-15: Tegernsee Town

July 27-28: Rottach-Egern

August 9-12: Gmund/Ostin



the striking of a puck, known as the Hornuss or “hornet,” 

into a field of men holding large paddles. To deprive 

the batting team of a score, fielders attempt to swat the 

puck in mid-air.  

Bellevue Palace 
in Bern 
Used as the Swiss Confed-
eration’s official state guest-
house and situated directly 
adjacent to the Swiss House 
of Parliament, the Bellevue 
Palace is located in the heart 
of Bern, Switzerland’s 
medieval capital.
BELLEVUE-PALACE.CH

Romantik Hotel 
Säntis in Appenzell 
Romantik Hotel Säntis is 
situated on the historic 
Landsgemeindeplatz, the 
main square of the small 
Swiss town of Appenzell. 
Cheery and inviting, the 
hotel features a ground floor 
restaurant recently awarded 
14 points in Gault Millau.
SAENTIS-APPENZELL.CH

ADVERTISEMENT

Create your own authentic Alpine tour and see how much there 
is to explore and discover at austria.info, germany.travel/alps, 
and myswitzerland.com.

Switzerland
Alpine Cattle Descent
Every fall, Alpine villages all over Switzerland welcome the 

return of its cattle from a summer of high-altitude grazing. 

The colorful celebration, heralding the start of the season,  

features a parade of hundreds of animals through town, 

their heads and backs adored with flowers, accompa-

nied by traditional folk music, yodeling, the sounding of  

Alphorns, and festive meals featuring hearty local fare. 

Schwingen (Swiss Wrestling)
Visitors traveling through Switzerland between May and  

October could find themselves ringside at an outdoor 

Schwingen contest. Swiss folk wrestling, known collo-

quially as Hoselupf  or “trouser lifting,” is considered the 

national sport, with origins dating back to the 15th century. 

Contestants enlist a series of judo-like moves, with the 

ultimate aim of pinning the opponent on his back. 

Sport of Hornussen
Summertime visitors touring the Lake Neuchâtel or 

Bern region should make a cultural detour into Lyss, 

host city of the 2012 Hornuss Championship (August 17-

19 and 24-26). Hornussen is an indigenous Swiss sport 

tracing its lineage to the 17th century. Invented by farm-

ers, the game is played in large open fields and involves 

Swiss wrestling competition in traditional bed of sawdust. 
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Austria
Austrian Dirndl – Mautner Drucke
The Austrian composer Gustav Mahler once said, “Tradition 

is not the worship of ashes, but the preservation of fire.” 

Updating the classic Austrian practice of hand-printing fab-

rics with intricate designs has turned Martina Reischauer’s 

traditional clothing shop in Bad Aussee into a modern-day 

hot spot. Using her family’s collection of more than 400 

textile woodblocks, Reischauer incorporates new colors, 

fabrics, and innovative cuts to give the traditional Austrian 

costume (Tracht) cross-generational appeal. 

Traditional Loden Fabric 
For those seeking an authentic glimpse of Austrian culture, 

Steiner 1888 invites factory visitors to watch the trans-

formation of local wool into the soft and water-resistant 

material known as loden. Hand-crafted souvenirs made 

by this family-run company include the Schladminger, a 

multi-pocketed traditional loden coat. A pair of Goiserer 

shoes, or ankle boots, completes the look. 

Gmundner Keramik 
For more than 300 years, Gmundner Keramik has been 

synonymous with the production of fine ceramics. At their 

workshops located on the picturesque shores of the Traun-

see in Austria’s Alpine lake region, the artisans of Gmunden 

fashion cups and tableware in colors and patterns that 

are prized Austrian classics. The leaping stag and the  

Gruengeflammt (Green Stripe) are among the oldest and 

best known of the Gmundner patterns, reflecting centuries 

of pride in the region’s handcrafted tradition. 

Hotel Hallstatt
Surrounded by mountains 
and perched on the shore of 
Lake Hallstatt in the heart 
of the UNESCO-recognized 
Salzkammergut Lake District, 
the Hotel Hallstatt combines 
three 17th-century houses 
to create rooms of special 
historic character.  
HOTEL-HALLSTATT.COM

Schloss Fuschl 
Resort & Spa, 
Fuschlsee-Salzburg
This sumptuously renovated 
castle on Lake Fuschl fea-
tures seven historic tower 
suites—each representing 
different European epochs—
and six private lakeside 
chalets. The hotel’s “Old 
Master” painting collection 
is on display in suites and 
common areas. 
LUXURYCOLLECTION.COM/

SCHLOSSFUSCHL

Boat ride on Lake Grundlsee in Styria.



Alpine Innovation in 
Architecture and Design

ADVERTISEMENT

Clockwise from left: The Ötz Valley Aqua Dome against the backdrop of the 
Austrian Alps; the Schiffbau in Zurich West; BMW World in Munich. 
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Austria
Swarovski Crystal Worlds, Wattens Tyrol 
For more than 100 years, the name Swarovski has been 

synonymous with cut crystal. To mark its centennial,  

the company created Swarovski Crystal Worlds, a spar-

kling showplace featuring an ever-evolving collection of 

impressive crystal installations, including pieces from 

such renowned artists as Brian Eno, Jim Whiting, Keith 

Haring, and Salvador Dalí. Swarovski Crystal Worlds has 

welcomed more than 10 million visitors since it opened 

in 1995. 

Innsbruck and Aqua Dome
The Tyrolean capital, Innsbruck, is a study in artful con-

trasts. From the High Baroque splendors of St. John’s 

Church and sturdy medieval towers in the Old Town to the 

refreshingly modern street profiles created by architects 

like David Chipperfield, the city shines with an inspired 

mix of old and new. Modernism makes a splash about an 

hour’s drive from the city at the Ötz Valley Aqua Dome, 

where elevated pools and sunken baths overlook the lush-

ly forested valleys of the Ötztaler mountain range. 

Nordkettenbahnen
Innsbruck prides itself on making inspired urbanism part 

of the panoramic Alpine terrain. The Hungerburgbahn 
(Nordpark Cable Railway), designed by Pritzker Prize-

winning architect Zaha Hadid, is the most boldly con-

ceived funicular in the world: a beautifully fluid merger of 

form and function. Hadid, who also created Innsbruck’s 

famed Bergisel Ski Jump, devised the shell structures of 

each railway station stop to reflect its unique placement 

and altitude on the ascent. Each is encased in ice-like 

theraformed glass, making the stations a holistic part of 

the Alpine environment.  

THE GRAND HOTEL 

EUROPA is Innsbruck’s 

only five-star hotel, offer-

ing daily excursions into 

the mountains and located 

within comfortable walking 

distance of the city’s best 

restaurants, museums, and 

cultural institutions. 

GRANDHOTELEUROPA.AT

The meticulously 

renovated SCHWARZER 

ADLER adds luster to 500 

years of Tyrolean history 

with individually decorated 

rooms and suites, terrace 

views, and a rooftop res-

taurant serving delicious 

interpretations of classic 

Austrian fare. 

DERADLER.COM

The magnificent entrance to Swarovski Crystal Worlds. 

The Alps of southern Germany, Switzerland, and Austria have for centuries offered visitors 
spectacular recreation, impressive mountain vistas, indulgent lodging, and world-class dining. 
Now, architects and designers are spearheading innovative new approaches to construction and energy-efficient design that are 
helping to transform the look and feel of recreation, commerce, and hospitality in the region.



by the KulturGut company in partnership with the Bavarian 

Palace Department.  

Mittenwald
Long considered Bavaria’s passageway to southern  

Europe, the idyllic Alpine village of Mittenwald has been a 

trading and cultural center for centuries. Artisan Matthias 

Klotz famously returned to Mittenwald from Italy in the mid-

1600s, bringing to Bavaria the violin-making skills that would 

transform the town’s fortunes. Set against the towering Al-

pine peaks of the Karvendel range, Mittenwald is dotted with 

elegant houses, specialty boutiques, and cafes, as well as 

nearly a dozen violin shops that craft quality instruments still 

prized by musicians the world over. 

Ideally situated within 
walking distance of the 
Marienplatz and the city’s 
main train station, the  
ALPEN HOTEL MUNICH 
is a Bavarian institution, 
expertly run by the same 
family for more than 100 
years.  
ALPENHOTEL-MUNICH.COM

In addition to five-star 
service and accommodations, 
the HOTEL MAXIMILIAN 
IN OBERAMMERGAU 
runs its own brewery and 
produces local varieties 
of beer served in its own 
beer garden.
MAXIMILIAN-OBERAMMERGAU.DE

ADVERTISEMENT

Design your own authentic Alpine tour and see how much there is to 
explore and discover at austria.info, germany.travel/alps, and 
myswitzerland.com.

Germany
BMW World in Munich
For nearly a century, Bavarian Motor Works (aka BMW) 

has produced automobiles that embody the German 

talent for merging innovative engineering with inspired 

design. At Munich’s BMW World, the automaker brings 

these principles to life in architectural form, creating 

a dramatically futuristic building that redefines interi-

ors with glass walls and a steel roof that seems to float 

above the ground like a cloud. Conveniently located near 

Munich Airport, the modern gateway to the German and 

Austrian Alps, BMW World houses a customer-experi-

ence center and event and exhibition space suitable for 

concerts, parties, and dining—a full sensory immersion 

in the company’s commitment to design excellence.

Linderhof Palace 
Located near the village of Oberammergau in the Am-

mergau Alps region of Bavaria, Linderhof Palace is the 

smallest and most intimate of three fairy-tale palaces 

built by King Ludwig II, and the only one completed be-

fore the monarch’s death in 1886. A testament to 19th-

century romanticism, the palace’s decorative terraces, 

elaborate formal gardens, and ardent mix of baroque 

and rococo styling drew their inspiration from the Palace 

of Versailles in France. Guests are invited to purchase a 

memento of their visit in the extraordinary gift shop, run 

BMW World in Munich, Germany.
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Switzerland
Therme Vals
Created by Pritzker Prize-winning architect Peter Zumthor, 

the Therme Vals is a hotel and spa constructed over a ther-

mal spring in the Eastern Alps of Switzerland. Classified a 

protected landmark almost immediately after its comple-

tion, the Therme Vals combines its choice location with rev-

olutionary design and an inspired use of natural materials. 

More than 60,000 individual slabs of Valser quarzite are 

thinly layered to extraordinary effect, creating the pools, 

baths, steps, and interior spaces of this fully outfitted spa. 

Monte Rosa Hut, Zermatt
Perched on a mountainside above the skiing mecca of 

Zermatt, the traditional Alpine mountain chalet has under-

gone a 21st-century transformation with the construction 

of the Monte Rosa Hut. Known as the Bergkristall or moun-

tain crystal, this innovative and eco-friendly guest lodge 

was built in partnership with the Swiss Federal Institute 

of Technology to be 90% energy self-sufficient, complete 

with integrated photovoltaic solar arrays for electricity 

and heating, and a natural ice-melt water system. An out-

standing merger of affordable guest accommodations and 

groundbreaking technology, the Monte Rosa Hut heralds a 

new chapter in sustainable Swiss architecture. 

Schiffbau, Zurich
Once a magnet for heavy industry, the Zurich West district 

has been transformed in recent years into a center for 

entertainment and nightlife, filled with bustling galleries, 

performance venues, and shops designed to delight the 

city’s creative class. The district’s centerpiece, created by 

architects Ortner & Ortner, is the long hall of the Schiffbau 

(literally,  the “ship construction” building), encompassing 

the Nietturm Lounge and Trendbar, the Moods jazz club, an 

aquarium-like glass enclosure containing the LaSalle res-

taurant, and a large indoor theater. 

The HOTEL PALAFITTE 
on Lake Neuchâtel is the 
only floating luxury hotel 
in Europe. Guests stay in 
individual pavilions set on 
elevated docks, each with 
unobstructed lake views 
and extraordinary five-star 
service. 
PALAFITTE.CH

With a rich theatrical tradi-
tion and its own cinema, the 
HOTEL DU THÉÂTRE of-
fers a wonderfully dramatic 
place to stay in the heart 
of Zurich’s Old Town, just 
minutes on foot from the 
city’s main attractions.  
HOTEL-DU-THEATRE.CH

An interior pool of the Therme Vals in Switzerland. 



Alpine Views
BELOVED BY ADVENTUROUS TRAVELLERS FOR CENTURIES, the timeless vistas of the Alps have lost none of their 

power to humble, awe, and inspire. Now it’s your turn to relax at an area resort, explore mountain villages, and 

hike along glaciated peaks and well-worn footpaths. Follow these mini-itineraries to experience the heights of  

Alpine culture, cuisine, and hospitality indoors and out—and never tire of the view.  

Switzerland
Creux du Van, Neuchâtel DAYS 1 & 2

Ninety minutes north of Montreux, the spectacular 

cliff walls of the Creux du Van are an absolute must-see. 

A natural rock formation in the shape of an immense 

amphitheater, the Creux du Van borders the cantons of 

Neuchâtel and Vaud in the western, French-speaking part 

of Switzerland. Sheer rock walls more than 500 feet high 

surround a valley basin two and a half miles across. And 

waterfall-lined trails and forested paths that ring the gorge 

criss-cross the area, providing visitors with full days of  

hiking and sightseeing adventure. 

Matterhorn DAYS 3 & 4

An iconic emblem of Switzerland and the most photo-

graphed mountain in the world, the Matterhorn has been 

a destination for mountaineers and outdoor enthusiasts 

since railways made the mountain accessible at the 

end of the 19th century. Today, visitors can travel by 

cable car from Zermatt to the Klein-Matterhorn—at 

12,530 feet above sea level, the highest cable car sta-

tion in the Alps—for the most commanding views of the 

mountain. 

Aletschglacier at Bettmeralp DAYS 5 & 6

More than 14 miles long, the Aletschglacier near  

Bettmeralp village is the largest glacier in the Alps. 

Part of the Jungfrau-Aletsch Region, and designated 

a World Natural Heritage site by UNESCO, the mighty 

floe—composed of nearly 27 billion tons of ice—offers 

some of the most interesting and spectacular vistas 

in the region. The nearby Eiger, Mönch, and Jungfrau 

mountains of the Bernese Alps frame a pristine glacial 

landscape accessible to experienced hikers.

Fairmont le 
Montreux Palace  
Constructed in 1906 
on the shores of Lake 
Geneva in Montreux, the 
award-wining Fairmont 
le Montreux Palace is an 
elegant Belle Époque gem, 
located near the epic  
12th-century Chillon Castle. 
MONTREUX-PALACE.CH 

Hotel Bella Vista, 
Zermatt
The 21 suites and rooms 
of the Hotel Bella Vista, 
many with views of the 
nearby Matterhorn, 
are outfitted in typical 
mountain chalet style. 
This family-run hotel is 
an ideal base for active 
hikers and skiers.
BELLAVISTA-ZERMATT.CH

ADVERTISEMENT

Overlooking Zermatt and the majestic Matterhorn

Clockwise from left: the Creux du Van in the canton of Neuchâtel, Switzerland; Bergisel Ski Jump 
Tower in Innsbruck; mountaintop view of the Zugspitze in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany. 
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Austria
Peakworld 3000 DAYS 1-3

Ten thousand feet up the face of The Kitzsteinhorn, 

near the resort area of Zell am See-Kaprun, the new 

Peakworld 3000 panoramic viewing platform offers 

visitors 360-degree views of the Austrian Alps. From 

this perch, the highest peaks in the Alps are visible on all 

sides, including the Zugsptize, Wilder Kaiser, Watzmann, 

and Grossglockner. The mountain station experience 

continues with the National Park Gallery, a restaurant  

and inside-the-mountain tour, and a separate viewing  

platform showcasing the mountain’s vertical south  

face, with views of the Hohe Tauern mountain range.

Grossglockner High Alpine Road DAY 4

At 12,460 feet, the pyramid-shaped Grossglockner is 

not only the highest mountain in Austria, it is among 

the highest peaks in the Alps. The only way to reach it 

is via the Grossglockner High Alpine Road. This famous  

30-mile stretch takes visitors into the Hohe Tauern National 

Park, the heart of Austria, to the foot of the Grossglockner 

and its glacier, the Pasterze. From there, well-marked 

trails and guided tours showcase the region’s astonishing 

natural beauty. 

Bergisel Ski Jump Tower DAYS 5 & 6

Nature lovers, sports enthusiasts, and fans of ground-

breaking architecture have made the Bergisel Ski Jump 

Tower in Innsbruck one of the most popular visitor  

destinations in Tirol. Constructed in 2001 by renowned  

architect Zaha Hadid, the tower is a testament to inspiring 

contemporary design, encompassing a restaurant, the 

graceful arm of the ski-jump that gives the structure 

its bold profile, and a terrace with sweeping views of  

Innsbruck and Inn Valley.   

Neuschwanstein Castle DAYS 3 & 4

Also a short distance from Munich, as well as the enchant-

ing town of Füssen, Neuschwanstein Castle is the most 

famous of three fairy tale castles built by King Ludwig 

II. Set against the dramatic backdrop of the Bavarian  

Alps, Neuschwanstein’s soaring towers and spires are 

the embodiment of 19th-century romanticism. The  

not-to-be-missed gift shop, run by the innovative KulturGut 

company in partnership with the Bavarian Palace Depart-

ment, is a treasure-trove of high-quality keepsakes, from 

historically inspired textiles to locally made porcelain.

Garmisch-Partenkirchen’s Zugspitze DAYS 5 & 6 
Rising nearly 10,000 feet, the Zugspitze is Germany’s 

highest summit and within easy travel distance of the 

country’s largest Alpine resort town, Garmisch-Parten-

kirchen. High-altitude enthusiasts enjoy year-round  

access to the uppermost reaches of the Zugspitze via the  

Zugspitzbahn cogwheel train. When the eight-mile ascent 

up the mountain is complete, riders can take in some of  

the most spectacular Alpine vistas in Germany.

Schloss Prielau
Built in the 15th century, 
Castle Prielau in Zell am 
See-Kaprun was purchased 
by the Porsche family, and 
opened as a hotel in 1987. 
The hotel also houses 
Mayer’s, recipient of two 
Michelin stars and Austria’s 
2011 Restaurant of the Year.
SCHLOSS-PRIELAU.AT    

Hotel Schwarzer 
Adler 
The Schwarzer Adler has 
been making visitors feel 
at home in the heart of 
Innsbruck since 1570.  Sur-
rounded by the peaks of the 
Lechtal Alps, this landmark 
hotel is perfectly situated in 
the heart of Old Town. 
DERADLER.COM 

Seehotel 
Ueberfahrt, 
Lake Tegernsee 
The five-star Seehotel 
Ueberfahrt has been 
welcoming guests for 135 
years. Its Ueberfahrt 
Gourmet Restaurant, 
headed by Michelin 
two-star Chef Christian 
Juergens, is among the top 
restaurants in Germany. 
SEEHOTEL-UEBERFAHRT.COM/EN

Hotel Hirsch, 
Füssen
Family-owned and 
operated for four  
generations, the Art 
Nouveau-style Hotel Hirsch 
in Füssen is three miles 
from the Neuschwanstein 
Castle, situated at the end 
of the Romantic Road and 
beside the ancient Roman 
road Via Claudia Augusta.
EN.HOTELFUESSEN.DE

ADVERTISEMENT

Experience your own commanding views of the Alps and see 
how much there is to explore and discover at austria.info,
germany.travel/alps, and myswitzerland.com.

Germany
Lake Tegernsee DAYS 1 & 2

The picturesque Lake Tegernsee Valley lies just an 

hour’s drive from Munich Airport, the ideal gateway to 

the Bavarian and Austrian Alps from most major North 

American cities. Lording over the valley is Wallberg 

Mountain, known locally as “sunshine mountain,” a  

focal point for traditional and modern arts festivals, 

exhibitions, and concerts of every variety. In this natu-

ral playground, opportunities for sporting activities 

abound, from hiking and mountaineering to golf and 

horseback riding. 

Peakworld 3000 overlooking the Austrian Alps

Neuschwanstein Castle in Germany
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NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Promotion begins April 9, 2012, at 12:01 A.M. E.D.T., and ends May 9, 2012, at 11:59 P.M. E.D.T., when all entries must be received. Entrants must be at least 18 years old as of the date of entry. Contest is open to legal 
residents of the 50 United States and the District of Columbia. Employees of Sponsors and their immediate families are not eligible. To enter and for complete rules, go to www.newyorkeronthetown.com/alps. The approximate retail value of the 
prize is $4,900, depending on exact itinerary chosen by winner. Blackout dates apply, including June 15, 2012, through September 15, 2012. Sponsors of this sweepstakes are The New Yorker, 4 Times Square, New York, NY, 10036, and the Alpine 
Tourist Commission, c/o Austrian Tourist Office, 120 West 45th Street, 9th Floor, New York, NY 10036. Odds of winning depend on the number of entries received.

ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN AN 
EXCITING TRIP TO THE ALPS!
Tell us in 200 words or less why you would like to visit the 
Alps—and what you would do there—and you will be entered 
for a chance to win a thrilling trip for two, including airfare and  
four nights’ first-class hotel accommodation in your choice of  
one of six Alpine cities. Go to NewYorkerontheTown.com/Alps
for details and to enter.



Alpine Cities, Up Close
Tours of The Alpine region TypicAlly focus on The MounTAins ThAT give The AreA iTs specTAculAr definiTion.  

But there are ample joys to be found at lower altitudes, especially in the cities that enliven the Alpine interior. follow 

these walking tours of three Alpine destinations and experience the region at a relaxing and leisurely pace. 

nesTled in The rhone vAlley neAr lAke genevA’s 

southwestern shore, the city of geneva exudes a warm 

cosmopolitan vibe. switzerland’s official neutrality 

policy has long made the city a magnet for foreign 

nationals, creating a lively crossroads of global culture. 

 set out on foot along the Prom du Lac which traces 

the Lake Geneva shoreline and take in the statues 

and famous flower clock in the Jardin Anglais. from 

there, stroll to the Jetée des Eaux-Vives, a breakwater 

that leads to geneva’s famous Jet d’Eau. The giant 

fountain was moved to its current location on the 

lake in 1891 and marks the 600th anniversary of 

swiss confederation.  

 nearby is a city square called the Place du Bourg-

de-Four in the heart of geneva’s old Town. At its center 

stands the 12th-century St. Pierre Cathedral, the 

oldest church in the city and the site of John calvin’s 

fiery 16th-century speeches, which hastened the 

protestant reformation. 

 The work of another geneva-based reformer is 

housed close by at the Espace Rousseau. dedicated 

to the life, work, and political philosophy of Jean-

Jacques rousseau, the museum showcases ideals 

that helped fuel democratic reform and revolution in 

europe and all over the globe.  

 The cultural epicenter of geneva is at Place Neuve, 

an area encompassing the city’s grand-Theatre (opera 

house), conservatory of Music, and rath Museum.  

The center of the square is presided over by a statue 

of guillaume-henri dufour, a famous engineer, topog-

rapher, and swiss army general, who served under 

napoleon.

Where to stay: 
Among the most exclusive 
hotels in geneva, the 
Beau-Rivage (pictured) 
combines 19th-century 
elegance and exceptional 
service to make it one of 
the most distinguished ad-
dresses in switzerland. 

for a more eastern-inspired 
experience, the Hotel Jade 
incorporates feng shui 
design principles to create 
a new and revitalizing hotel 
experience in the heart of 
geneva, just minutes from 
the lake and train station.

GeNeVa, SWITZERLAND

Advertisement

clockwise from left: espace rousseau in geneva, which 
this year celebrates the 300th anniversary of rous-
seau’s birth; steinterrace overlooking salzburg’s old 
Town; The residenz palace in Munich.

Photo Credits: ©esPaCe rousseau, 
©tourisM saLZBurG; ©MuniCh tourist 
offiCe; ©swiss deLuxe hoteL; ©Genevea 
tourisM.

Jet d’eau geneva



Munich is The cApiTAl of BAvAriA And gerMAny’s 

third largest city. perhaps best known for its annual 

celebration of oktoberfest, it is also a thriving cultural 

capital with a rich intellectual and artistic history. 

Munich’s kunstareal, or art area, encompasses three 

Pinakothek art museums, all within easy walking 

distance of each other. Munich’s newest art museum, 

the Museum Brandhorst, opened in 2009 to show-

case modern art masterpieces. 

 Begin in Marienplatz in the heart of Munich’s old 

Town. The gothic Neues Rathaus (new Town hall)

dominates the city’s central square and features the 

WiTh iTs lAvish BAroque pAlAces, 15Th-cenTury 

citadel, and a musical heritage that ranges from the 

von Trapp family to the sonatas of Mozart, salzburg 

welcomes visitors with pride and grace.

world-famous 1908 Rathaus-Glockenspiel. every 

morning at 11am and noon, and additionally at 5pm 

in the summertime, 43 bells accompany 32 life-sized 

mechanical figures as they joust and swirl their depic-

tion of Bavarian history on the clock tower.

 The nearby Viktualienmarkt is Munich’s oldest 

open-air market and a favorite hunting ground for 

the city’s gastronomes. in addition to farm-fresh 

staples, merchants hawk Bavarian delicacies and ex-

otic treats to tourists and shoppers, giving the area a 

lively feel year-round.

 The Residenz Palace, the 700-year-old home of

Bavaria’s monarchs until 1918, remains one of europe’s 

most opulent palaces, housing both the residenz 

museum and the Schatzkammer (Treasure cham-

ber). The pathways of the renaissance-era Hofgarten 

(court garden) are directly adjacent to the palace, and 

lead to the popular outdoor beer gardens and meadows 

of the English Garden.

 no visit to Munich would be complete without a 

stop at the Hofbräuhaus, the most famous beer hall 

in the world. servers in traditional lederhosen and 

dirndls present Bavarian dishes with enormous glass 

steins of beer, accompanied by brass bands, german 

drinking songs, and rousing toasts.

 go from medieval to modern in the space of an  

afternoon with a short walk to the Museum der Mod-

erne, also on Mönchsberg mountain. The striking

marble and glass building showcases international 

exhibits as well as the museum’s comprehensive  

collection of 20th- and 21st-century photography, 

sculpture, and contemporary art.

 An elevator from the Museum der Moderne leads 

visitors directly to the streets of salzburg’s Altstadt 

or old Town. stroll narrow alleys past vaulted tav-

erns and gilded iron signs that mark the storefronts 

of the Getreidgasse, Mozart’s birthplace. explore 

the Baroque splendors of the residenzplatz and the 

storybook spires surrounding the Mirabell Palace. 

drop into one of salzburg’s famed coffee houses, 

such as the Café Bazar on the right bank of the sal-

zach, and enjoy commanding views of the city with an 

evening cocktail at the hotel stein’s Steinterrace. 

 summertime visitors can explore the city’s rich 

musical offerings during the Salzburg Festival, but 

concerts are also performed throughout the year at 

the 18th-century Landestheater and in the Schloss 

Mirabell. originally constructed in 1606, the Mirabell 

was the setting for many of Mozart’s early perfor-

mances and a backdrop for several scenes from “The 

sound of Music.” 

Where to stay: 
Boasting lively design 
touches and a chic clientele, 
the Anna Hotel (pictured) 
in downtown Munich is 
a new landmark offering 
comfort and luxury close to 
nightlife and the city’s fine 
selection of restaurants. 

for a more traditional set-
ting, the Platzl Hotel offers 
four-star accommodations 
in the heart of the city, close 
to the Marienplatz, the 
Bavarian state opera, the  
viktualienmarkt, and other 
top attractions. 

Where to stay: 
Artfully blending 660 years 
of history with modern 
amenities and comfort, 
the Arthotel Blaue Gans 
(pictured) is located on 
the edge of the old Town, 
within walking distance 
of the city’s main cultural 
attractions. 

situated on the banks of 
the river salzach, the Hotel 
Sacher Salzburg welcomes 
guests and dignitaries with 
richly appointed furnishings 
and luxurious service in the 
heart of salzburg’s historic 
old Town. 

MUNICh, GERMANY

saLZBUrG, AUSTRIA

Advertisement

viktualienmarkt Munich

Plan your next walking tour of the Alps and see how much there is to 
explore and discover at www.austria.info, germany.travel/alps, and 
www.myswitzerland.com.

 getting to the know the city on foot doesn’t rule out 

the convenience of local transport; especially when-

exploring the 900-year-old Hohensalzburg Fortress 

perched high above the city. A 19th-century funicular 

takes visitors more than 300 feet up the face of the 

Mönchsberg mountain into one of the best preserved 

medieval castles in europe. 

Photo Credits: ©MuniCh tourist offiCe; 
©anna hoteL MuniCh

Photo Credits: ©tourisMus saLZBurG; 
©arthoteL BLaue Gans.

hohensalzburg fortress in salzburg



The Alps 
Taking Taste to New Heights 
Food traditions in the Alpine regions of Austria, 
Switzerland, and southern Bavaria in Germany 
share common ties that are bound to the rugged  
necessities of life in the mountains. In the days before 
modern air and rail transport, local variations of sau-
sage; cheese from sheep, goats, and cows; beer made 
from local grains; and wine from grapes harvested 
from mountain meadows became the mainstays 
of the regional diet. These specialties, perfected over 
generations, are now the basis for modern Alpine 
cuisine. In the hands of the area’s world-class chefs,  
even traditional fare can be transformed into an exciting 
culinary taste adventure.

AUSTRIA
THE BREGENZERWALD KÄSESTRASSE

Family farms in the Bre-

genzerwald region are the 

traditional heart of the  

local economy, and the  

Bregenzerwald KäseStrasse 

(Cheese Road) is typical 

of how culinary practices 

are safeguarded in Austria. 

The KäseStrasse is a union 

 of dairy farmers, restau-

rants, chefs, and locals who regularly participate in tastings and 

contests, showcasing the processes by which the finest regional 

cheeses are made.

Clockwise from left: A busy kitchen along the Via Culinaria in Salzburg, 
Austria; The Swiss ‘Gourmino’ rail tour offers freshly prepared meals and an 
extensive wine selection; Enjoying beer in Bavaria, Germany

Special Advertising Section

VIA CULINARIA

The Via Culinaria, as its name suggests, is a series of guided paths 

through the Salzburgerland’s most innovative and thriving culi-

nary destinations. With more than 60 award-winning restaurants 

listed, the Via Culinaria has created seven themed tours catering 

to cheese lovers, fish fans, beer and schnapps connoisseurs, des-

sert lovers, and more. These seasonal taste journeys showcase the 

best Salzburg has to offer. 

SALZBURG’S ST. PETER STIFTSKELLER 

The restaurant St. Peter Stiftskeller, in 

the heart of Salzburg’s old town, has 

been serving visitors to Central Europe 

since the year 803. More than 1,200 

years of history are on display in the 

restaurant’s eleven distinct salons, each 

presenting a modern mix of farm-fresh 

seasonal specialties. Generous helpings 

of local culture are provided by the  

KULTurig-music Ensemble, part of an 

extensive music program the restaurant 

has had in place since 1903.  ©
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BAVARIAN CHEER 

With more than 40 types of beer sold under 4,000 different 

branded varieties, Bavaria’s reputation as a brewing capital goes 

back centuries, when fasting monks who had sworn off solid food 

began distilling so-called “liquid bread.” Munich, with its world-

famous Oktoberfest (September 22 – October 7, 2012), is only 

one of several Bavarian towns famous for celebrating their beer-

making skills; others worth a visit include Bamberg, Regensburg, 

Bayreuth, and Kulmbach. 

 

A TASTE OF NUREMBERG 

A center for trade and commerce since the 11th century, Nurem-

berg is one of Europe’s most beautiful medieval cities. Home 

to the Kaiserburg Castle and the German National Museum,  

Nuremberg also nurtures centuries-old food traditions. Honey-

sweet and richly spiced gingerbread, or lebkuchen, has been a 

staple in this part of Bavaria since the late 1300s, showcasing a 

mix of exotic spices from all over the world. 

 

GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN’S GASTHOF FRAUNDORFER

Located along a picturesque stretch of the historic Ludwigstrasse 

in Germany’s most-visited Alpine resort town, the Gasthof Fraun-

dorfer family restaurant and hotel has been serving guests hearty 

traditional fare in an idyllic setting since 1857. Plates piled high 

with local sausage, Knödel, and Schweinsbraten, are served along 

with live music, Schuhplattler (Bavarian folk dancing), yodeling, 

and steins of local beer.  

LAVAUX VINEYARDS 

Stretching along the northern shores of Lake Geneva from  

Chateau de Chillon to the eastern outskirts of Lausanne in the 

Vaud region, the terraced vineyards of the Lavaux make up the 

largest contiguous wine-producing region in Switzerland. The 

stone embankments were first erected by monks in the 11th  

century, when monasteries of the Cistercians and Benedictines 

were the primary centers of power in the area. Small producers 

tend most of the vines here. White wines made in Lavaux are 

dominated by Chasselas, and reds by Pinot Noir and Gamay.

 

RAIL JOURNEYS 

The blue-and-yellow Train des Vignes that winds its way along 

the Lavaux Vineyard region is an ideal way to explore the  

hamlets, pubs, wine cellars, and restaurants of St-Saphorin, 

Dézaley, Epesses, and other villages clustered along the shores 

of Lake Geneva. The GoldenPass Classic train, inspired by the 

Golden Mountain Pullman Express from the 1930s, runs on 

the Montreux–Zweisimmen line, offering passengers a taste 

of luxury in the style of the Orient Express. And the Gourmino, 

which runs from Engadin to the Rheinschlucht Gorge, serves 

seasonal cuisine, great wine, and fine brandies in a period  

dining car that travels the network of the Rhaetian Railways.

 

THE ORIGINS OF FONDUE

Swiss villagers in the Valais region, separated from the larger towns 

and cities during the forbidding winter months, relied on bread and 

cheese to carry them through to the spring—and a delightfully 

social dining tradition was born. The word “fondue” comes from 

the French fondre (to melt). In the classic recipe—a source of 

infinite variations—mixtures of Jarlsberg, Emmanthaler, and  

Gruyère cheeses are melted with garlic, herbs, and white wine.

Plan your next tasting journey in the Alps and see how 

much there is to explore and discover at www.austria.info, 

germany.travel/alps, and www.myswitzerland.com.

GERMANY

SWITZERLAND 

Clockwise from left: Ludwigstrasse in Partenkirchen; View of the UNESCO Lavaux 
vineyards and Lake Geneva, Switzerland; Fondue fun in Belalp, Valais, Switzerland; 
Nuremberg Gingerbread
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Exploring Alpine  
Art & Design 
Among the most visited and breathtaking mountain 

ranges in the world, the Alps of southern Germany, 

Switzerland, and Austria are also home to shining  

examples of progressive art, innovative architecture, 

and groundbreaking design. Inspired by the landscape 

and the area’s abundance of creative energy, architects, 

designers, and artisans are enhancing the Alpine  

experience and showcasing the regions history with 

exciting new projects.

GERMANY
GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN

Germany’s most popular 

ski resort town, Garmisch-

Partenkirchen, is also a 

picturesque showcase for 

Bavarian folk art and build- 

ing design. Old-world streets, 

such as Frühlingsstrasse 

in Garmisch and Ludwig-

strasse in Partenkirchen, 

are lined with engaging  

examples of 18th and 19th-century period architecture. The  

façades of many shops and houses are dressed up in intricate 

Lüftmalerei (“air painting”) frescoes reflecting popular folk tales, 

Bible stories, and pastoral scenes. 

Clockwise from top left: Munich Airport, Germany; Bernar Venet, Art  
Collection Lenz Schönberg; The Montebello castle in Bellinzona, Switzerland.

Special Advertising Section

LINDERHOF PALACE

Of the three palaces built by Bavaria’s 

much beloved King Ludwig II, Linderhof 

Palace is the smallest and the only one 

completed by the time of the King’s 

mysterious death in 1886. Located 

near the village of Oberammergau in 

the Ammergau Alps region of Bavaria, 

Linderhof owes many of its features, 

such as its elaborate terraces, cas-

cades, and formal gardens to the far 

larger Palace of Versailles.   

MUNICH AIRPORT

Visitors who come to the Bavarian Alps seeking examples of  

impressive architecture and energetic design can begin their 

tour the moment they land at Munich International Airport. 

Praised by travellers and international critics for its ease of 

use and effortless modernity, the airport’s airy steel and glass  

main terminal is flooded with natural light, giving it the appearance 

of flight. 
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TYROL PANORAMA

The region of western Austria known as Tyrol has its capital in 

Innsbruck, and it is in the surrounding foothills overlooking the 

city that Tyrolean soldiers fought in 1806 against the invading 

French Army under Napoleon. The battles that ensued are  

recorded on a 10,000-square-foot circular panoramic paint-

ing, completed in 1896. The Tyrol Panorama is now housed in a  

purpose-built modern showplace within the Kaiserjägermuseum 

complex, with its own panoramic views of the Tyrolean Alps.  

 

HALLSTATT

Perched along the shores of lake Hallstatt with mountains sweeping 

up dramatically from the water’s edge, the village of Hallstatt 

is said to be the oldest continuously occupied town in Europe.  

The region’s salt mines, intriguing shops, classic restaurants, 

and layers of ancient history make this a fascinating stop for 

anyone interested in Alpine culture. Not to be missed: the  

hand-painted skulls in residence in the 12th-century charnel 

house of the Chapel of St. Michael.

 

SALZBURG’S WALK OF MODERN ART

Every year the city of Salzburg invites a distinguished artist to  

produce a significant installation somewhere in town. After a 

decade of contributed works, Salzburg has become home to 

the Walk of Modern Art, a winding, outdoor dialogue with the 

city that introduces visitors to a surprising variety of sculpture 

and free form art. New this year: Jaume Plensa’s “Awilda,” a  

commanding marble bust of a girl said by the artist to be lost in 

a dream. 

 

PAUL KLEE CENTER, BERN

Opened in 2005, the Paul Klee Center holds the world’s largest 

collection of the Swiss-born modernist master’s work, encom-

passing some 4,000 of his paintings. The Renzo Piano building’s in-

novative wave-like structure also incorporates performance and  

exhibition space for music, theater, dance, literature, and the  

visual arts.  

 

THREE CASTLES, BELLINZONA

Rich in historical and cultural significance, the fortifications of 

Bellinzona are among the most important examples of medieval 

architecture in the Alps. With settlement origins dating back to 

the Neolithic era, the complex began as a Roman bastion and 

was expanded greatly from successive invasions and occupations 

throughout the 14th and mid-15th centuries. 

 

LUCERNE CULTURE AND CONGRESS CENTRE

Completed in 2000, the Lucerne Culture and Congress Centre 

(known locally as KKL) stands as a vibrant symbol of Swiss 

commitment to the arts and an enduring showpiece of masterful 

design. Designed by architect Jean Nouvel, the KKL houses an 

art museum, a convention center, restaurants, performance 

spaces and a concert hall boasting some of the finest acoustics 

in the world.  

Plan your next cultural outing in the Alps and see how 

much there is to explore and discover at www.austria.info, 

germany.travel/alps, and www.myswitzerland.com.

AUSTRIA

SWITZERLAND 

Clockwise from top left: Tyrolean Panorama museum outside Innsbruck,  
Austria; The Cultural and Congress Centre (KKL) in Lucerne, Switzerland;  
Renzo Piano’s Paul Klee Center in Bern, Switzerland; Hallstatt in the  
Salzkammergut, Austria
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