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Interagency Agreement 

among

The Maryland State Department of Education

The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

The Department of Human Resources

The Department of Juvenile Services
The Governor’s Office for Children

The Department of Disabilities
The Maryland School for the Blind

and

The Maryland School for the Deaf

Whereas, on December 3, 2004, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004, hereafter referred to as IDEA 2004, was enacted requiring the State's Chief Executive Officer to ensure an Interagency Agreement or other mechanism for interagency coordination is in effect between the State education agency and each noneducational public agency that provides or pays for special education or related services, including transition services;

      Whereas, IDEA 2004 requirements under 20 U.S.C. §1412(a)(12) apply to all public educational and noneducational agencies to ensure the appropriateness of their programs;

      Whereas, IDEA 2004 requirements apply to all public agencies providing special education and related services in their own facilities or in nonpublic facilities through a contract; 

Whereas, IDEA 2004 requirements under 20 U.S.C. §1412(a)(12)(A) apply to all public agencies regarding public insurance and other sources of payment for special education and related services;

Whereas, the State recognizes the need for effective interagency planning and coordination of services for children with disabilities in Maryland to assure a free appropriate public education (FAPE), in accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1412(a) (12);  

Whereas, the State assures that the State will operate consistent with all requirements of IDEA 2004 and applicable regulations; 
Whereas, the state will make such changes to the existing regulatory authority, COMAR 13A.05.01 and 13A.05.02, to bring those regulations into compliance with the requirements of the IDEA 2004, as amended, as soon as possible, and not later than July 1, 2006;
Now, therefore the Maryland State Department of Education, the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the Department of Human Resources, the Department of Juvenile Services, the Governor’s Office for Children, the Department of Disabilities, the Maryland School for the Blind and the Maryland School for the Deaf adopt the agreement.

Agreement

By this Interagency Agreement, the Maryland State Department of Education, the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the Department of Human Resources, the Department of Juvenile  Services, the Department of Disabilities (the Departments), and the Governor’s Office for Children (the Office), on behalf of the Children’s Cabinet pursuant to Executive Order .01.01.2005.34,  and the Maryland School for the Blind and the Maryland School for the Deaf (the Schools), reaffirm their support and continued funding for a free appropriate public education (FAPE).  Each of the aforementioned agrees to the goal and objectives contained in this document, as presented.

Goal

To ensure that all children with disabilities have available to them a FAPE that emphasizes special education and related services designed to meet their unique needs and to prepare them for further education, employment and independent living, which include but are not limited to: child find activities; special education and related services provided in the least restrictive environment; assistive technology, supplementary aids and services; transition planning and services; and the protection of the rights of children and parents.      

I.
Objectives

I.1.0  To implement Maryland’s statewide system for the provision of FAPE to children with disabilities ages 3 to the end of the school year in which the student turns 21, as required by Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education  Act of 2004 (IDEA 2004), 34 CFR  Part 300, Education Articles §§8-401- 8-415, Annotated Code of Maryland, and COMAR 13A.05.01-.02
 I.2.0  To assure appropriate interagency planning and service delivery to eligible children with disabilities ages, 3 to the end of the school year in which the student turns 21, through the support and coordination of the following programs  and responsibilities of the Departments, the Office and the Schools, as designated in Exhibit A,  The Inventory of Interagency Agreements for Children with Disabilities, and this document:
For the Maryland State Department of Education:

Office of Instruction & Academic Acceleration 
Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services

Community & Interagency Services

Complaint Investigation & Due Process
Divisional & State Interagency Support

Maryland Infants & Toddlers Program/Preschool Services 
Program Administration, Support, and Staff Development
Quality Assurance and Monitoring
Student Achievement and Results
     Division of Certification and Accreditation

Division of Assessment & Accountability
Division of Instruction 
Division of Student & School Services

Maryland School-Based Health Care Initiative

Division of Career Technology & Adult Learning

Division of Early Childhood Development

Division of Rehabilitation Services

For the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene:

Community and Public Health Administration

Office of Children’s Health 

Office of Hereditary Disorders

Special Supplemental Food Program for Women, Infants, & Children (WIC)

Maternal Health and Family Planning

Developmental Disabilities Administration

Alcohol & Drug Abuse Administration 

Mental Hygiene Administration

Medical Care Policy Administration

Medical Care Finance and Compliance Administration


For the Department of Human Resources:


Office of Family and Children's Services


Social Services Administration

For the Department of Juvenile Services 

For the Department of Disabilities

For the Governor’s Office for Children

Community Partnerships for Children and Families

Head Start Collaboration

For the Maryland School for the Blind

For the Maryland School for the Deaf
I.3.0 To identify child find activities undertaken by the Departments, Offices and Schools, report the activities to the State and local education agencies, and support the implementation of the statewide public awareness system for Maryland’s children with disabilities. (20 U.S.C. §1412(a)(3)(A) and (B))
I.4.0  To support the statewide implementation of the Maryland Individualized Education Program (IEP) by local public educational and noneducational agencies, as required by IDEA. (20 U.S.C. §1412(a)(4))
1.5.0 To support the availability of a continuum of alternative placements and provide services in the least restrictive environment, including the provision of supplementary aids and services, to meet the unique needs of each child with a disability. (20 U.S.C. §1412(a)(5))
1.6.0  To support a mechanism with coordination of service delivery including, information sharing, a service coordination system and a payment coordination system.  (20 U.S.C. §1412(a)(12)(A))

1.7.0 To support the provision of assistive technology services where needed to provide FAPE. (20 U.S.C. §1412(a)(12)(B))
1.8.0 To participate in transition planning and provide transition services or pay for transition services to meet the unique needs of a child with disabilities who meet the eligibility criteria. (20 U.S.C. §1414(d)(1)(A))
1.9.0 To support the provision of special education or related services to meet all procedural and substantive requirements of IDEA. (20 U.S.C. §§1415 and 1412(a)(18))
II.
Component Areas

 II.1.0  Financial Responsibility: The Departments, the Office and the Schools, agree to support and participate in the identification and coordination of all available resources for the provision of FAPE within the State, including federal, State, local, and private resources.

1.1
Payor of last resort: The financial responsibility of each non educational public agency, including the State Medicaid agency and other public insurers of children with disabilities, must precede the financial responsibility of the local school system, public agency, or the State agency responsible for developing the child's IEP.  (20 U.S.C. §1412(a)(12)(A))

1.2    Maintenance of Effort:  In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1413(a)(2)(A), the Departments, the Office, and the Schools agree that funds appropriated in each fiscal year for the provision of services for eligible children with disabilities will be at least equal to the total amount of funds actually expended for services in the most recent preceding fiscal year for which information is available. 

1.3   Sources of Funding: The sources of funding including the terms, conditions and procedures, for children with disabilities in the Departments, the Office, and the Schools are identified in attached Exhibits. 

1.4 
No Cost to Parents: The Departments, the Office, and the Schools agree to support funding for the provision of FAPE  and to assure that parents will not be required to incur out-of-pocket costs (including copayments, deductibles, decrease in maximum coverage or increase in premiums) to receive IDEA services.

1.5   No Cost to Parents: The Departments, the Office, and the Schools may not require parents to sign up for or enroll in public insurance programs for their child to receive FAPE. (20 U.S.C. §1401(a)(9))
1.6 

Relation to other Federal Programs: Consistent with applicable federal and state laws, the Departments, the Office, and the Schools assure that public insurance reimbursement or eligibility for other assistance available to children with disabilities will not be denied because services are school-based. 

II.2.0 Support of Local Agencies: The Departments, the Office, and the Schools support and facilitate the efforts of the local agencies, under their auspices, in the provision of FAPE to children with disabilities and in the maximization of funds. 

II.3.0. Dispute Resolution: The Departments, the Office, and the Schools agree to participate in the process for resolving interagency disputes between agencies,  secure reimbursement from other agencies, or to otherwise implement the provisions of this agreement both at the State and local levels, as required in 20 U.S.C. §1412(a)(12)(A).  Procedures for resolution of interagency disputes, secure reimbursement from other agencies, or to otherwise implement the provisions of this agreement are included in Exhibit J-1. 
II.4.0  Procedural Safeguards: The Departments, the Office, and the Schools support the implementation of procedural safeguards including due process procedures for parents and children, discipline procedures, procedures for evaluation and determination of eligibility, provision of services in the least restrictive environment, confidentiality of information, and hearing procedures,  as required by IDEA 2004
(20 U.S.C. §1415).  

II.5.0 Personnel Standards and System: The Departments, the Office and the Schools support the implementation of the personnel qualifications and professional development standards for service providers of Maryland’s children with disabilities, as required by IDEA 2004. (20 U.S.C. §§1412(a)(14) and 1413(a)(3)(A))

II.6.0 Data Tracking and Collection: The Departments, the Office, and the Schools support the State and local implementation of the Maryland Special Services Information System for the tracking and collection of data, as required by IDEA 2004. (20 U.S.C. §1418)

II.7.0 Information Sharing: The Departments, the Office, and the Schools will exchange information necessary for the provision of FAPE as permitted under applicable federal and state laws, consistent with the confidentiality requirements of IDEA 2004 (20 U.S.C. §1412(a)(8)) and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. 1232g and 34 C.F.R. 99.  

3. 
Maintenance of the Agreement

III.1.0  Implementation- The Departments, the Office, and the Schools will disseminate the Agreement to their local agencies and local school systems and designate technical assistance staff.

III.2.0  Monitoring - The designated technical assistance staff, in conjunction with the Maryland State Department of Education/Early Intervention Services, will be responsible to ensure implementation of these provisions. 

III.3.0  Negotiating Change- Recommended revisions to the agreement shall be submitted to the Ad Hoc Committee for Maryland's Interagency Agreement for Children with Disabilities for review and forwarded to the Departments, Office, and Schools for approval.  It is understood that all exhibits and appendices to this agreement shall be updated with current, amended versions during the course of the agreement without the need for formal modification of the agreement.   

III.4.0  Term- This agreement shall be in effect for the six year cycle, July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2011 of the MSDE State Performance Plan (SPP) under IDEA 2004, and shall be renewed automatically for successive one year periods, unless: 1) MSDE notifies all other parties of a need to amend or terminate the agreement; or 2) any other party notifies MSDE of a need to amend the agreement or terminate its participation in the agreement.  This agreement shall remain in force 6 months after such notice is given.  Any disputes as to amendment or termination of the agreement that cannot be resolved by the parties within 6 months shall be submitted for final resolution in accordance with the Dispute Resolution Process set forth in §II3.0 of this agreement. 

Further, it is the intent of the participating agencies to continue to explore the resources and planning that will be needed to provide FAPE as described in Part B of IDEA 2004 and the implementing federal and State regulations.

	Signed,
	
	this date,

	
	
	

	For Maryland State Department of Education
	
	

	
	
	

	For Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
	
	

	
	
	

	For Department of Human Resources
	
	

	
	
	

	For Department of Juvenile Services  
	
	

	
	
	

	For Governor’s Office for Children
	
	

	
	
	

	For Department of Disabilities 
	
	

	
	
	

	For Maryland School for the Blind
	
	

	
	
	

	For Maryland School for the Deaf
	
	

	
	
	


Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services

Divisional and State Interagency Services 

Inventory of Interagency Agreements for Children with Disabilities

1.
Title:
Interagency Agreement among Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE), Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH), Department of Human Resources (DHR) and Office for Children Youth and Families (on behalf of the Subcabinet) for Maryland's Statewide Early Intervention System under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

Agency Contact:
Deborah Metzger

Telephone Number:
410-767-0942
Fax Number: 

410-333-8165
Brief Description:
The agreement reaffirms agency support for comprehensive funding and implementation for early intervention services and for a system of coordinated interagency delivery of these services.  Each of the agencies agrees to the goal and objectives contained in the agreement. The time period of the agreement is July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006.

2. Title:
Maryland State Department of Education and Maryland School for the Deaf  - 

Agency Contact:
Jamie Tucker/Carol Ann Baglin

Telephone Number: 
301-360-2005/410-767-0238
Fax Number:  
301-360-1400/410-333-8165
Brief Description: This MOU formalized relationship between MSD and MSDE; and describes funding support and admissions criteria for MSD's Enhanced Program.  This MOU was signed September 1998 and remains in effect until MSD or MSDE wish to recommend changes to the document.  

3. Title:
Memorandum of Understanding to Develop a Maryland School for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Satellite Education Program for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students Children Living in Western Maryland to be Located in Allegany County

Agency Contact: 
Jamie Tucker

Telephone Number: 
301-360-2005

Fax Number:  
301-360-1400

Brief Description:
This MOU outlines cooperative responsibilities (MSD, Allegany County Public Schools and MSDE) in maintaining a satellite program in Western Maryland.

4. Title:
Memorandum of Agreement between Maryland State Department of Education, Department of Juvenile Services and Department of Health and Mental Hygiene concerning State Match and Reimbursement for Medicaid Services. 

Agency Contact:
June Cohen /Margaret Berman


Telephone Number:
410-767-1446/ 410-767-1620 
Fax Number: 

410-333-0258 /410 333-5185
Brief Description: 
This agreement describes the basic terms and conditions regarding the State match for and Medicaid reimbursement of health related services, service coordination and transportation services in Individualized Education Programs (IEPs); and health related early intervention services and transportation services in an Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP).  These services are rendered by Local School Systems, Local Lead Agencies, State-Operated Educational Agencies and State-Supported Educational Agencies.  The agreement is automatically renewed annually with a stipulation that written notice to terminate must be provided within sixty days.

5. Title:
Maryland State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and Maryland State Department of Education Memorandum of Understanding between the Medicaid Program and Local Education Agencies, Local Lead Agencies, State-Supported Education Agencies and State-Operated Education Agencies

Agency Contact:
June Cohen /Margaret Berman 

Telephone Number:
410-767-1446/ 410-767-1620
Fax Number:

410-333-0258/410 333-5185

Brief Description: These are the local Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) that delineate the responsibilities of the local providers of health-related services, service coordination and transportation services and of the State Medicaid agency. The agreement remains in effect until such time as it is terminated by either party pursuant to the terms of the agreement.  The following local MOUs are in effect:

· 24 Local School Systems

· 24 Local Lead Agencies

· Maryland School for the Blind

· Maryland School for the Deaf

· Maryland Rehabilitation Center

· 24 State Supported Educational Agencies

6. Title:
The Memorandum of Agreement between the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and Maryland State Department of Education   State Match, Reimbursement, and Administration of Medicaid Services Covered under the Home and Community Based Services Waiver For Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder. 

Agency Contact:
June Cohen /Jill Spector


Telephone Number:
410-767-1446/410-767-5248
Fax Number:

410-333-0258/410 333-5002

Brief Description: 
This agreement describes the basic terms and conditions regarding the State match for and Medicaid reimbursement autism waiver services provided through the Medicaid Home and Community Based Services Waiver for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder. These services are case managed by Local School Systems, and Local Lead Agencies and provided by provider agencies or self-employed individuals.  A party may terminate this agreement if it gives the other party at least 6 months notice, unless federal or State funding is no longer available for the waiver services. 

7. Title:
The Maryland State Department of Education Memorandum of Understanding between the Local School Systems, Local Lead Agencies, State-Supported Education Agencies and State-Operated Education Agencies For Home and Community Based Services Waiver For Children With Autism Spectrum Disorder

Agency Contact:
June Cohen/Jill Spector

Telephone Number:
410-767-1446/410-767-5248

Fax Number: 

410-333-0258/410 333-5002
Brief Description: These are the local Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) that delineate the responsibilities of the local providers of service coordination and autism waiver services. This agreement remains in effect until such time as it is terminated by either party pursuant to the terms of the agreement.  The following local MOUs are in effect:

· 24 Local School Systems

· 24 Local Lead Agencies

· Maryland School for the Blind

· 8 State Supported Educational Agencies

8. Title:
Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Instructional Resource Center for Students with Visual Impairments,  A Partnership between Maryland State Department of Education, The Maryland School for the Blind, Local School Systems (Signed Winter 1996)

Agency Contact:
Kimberly Lewis/Elaine Sveen

Telephone Number:
410-767-0249/410-444-5000
Fax Number: 

410-333-8165/410-319-5700
Brief Description:  This Memorandum of Understanding describes the basic terms and conditions regarding the operation of the Instructional Resource Center for Students with Visual Impairments.  This is a partnership between Maryland State Department of Education, The Maryland School for the Blind, and local school systems for the delivery of instructional materials to accommodate the needs of students with visual impairments or blindness.
9. Title:
Maryland State Department of Education Intra-Agency Cooperative Transition Planning Agreement for Secondary Students with Disabilities (Signed January 1998 and updated 2005)
Agency Contact:
Tom Barkley/ Berenda Riedl 

Telephone Number: 
410-767-0231/410-554-9406
Fax Number: 

410-333-8165/410-554-9412
Brief Description: The purpose of this agreement is to facilitate the smooth transition of eligible students with disabilities from school to post-secondary education and/or training and employment.  It defines the responsibilities of the parties; identifies policy, practices and procedures to be coordinated to ensure an effective delivery of transition services; including the efficient and effective utilization of resources; maximized collaboration that ensures benefits and services to secondary youths with disabilities; and that delineates a basis for continuous and effective working relationships. The signatures include the Divisions of Special Education\ Early Intervention Services, Career Technology and Adult Learning, Compensatory Services and Support Services, and Rehabilitation Services.  Each local school system and State Operated Program will write their own local agreement with the Division of Rehabilitation Services based upon this model. 

10.
Title:
Memorandum of Understanding to Coordinate and Implement Interagency Planning and Delivery of Services for Secondary Students and Youths with Disabilities in Maryland with Department of Education, Divisions of Special Education/Early Intervention Services: Rehabilitation Services; Career Technology and Adult Learning; and Compensatory Education and Support Services and the Maryland State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene Developmental Disabilities Administration, and Mental Hygiene Administration and the Maryland State Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation, Division of Employment and Training, and the Governor's Office for Individuals with Disabilities.

Agency Contact:
Tom Barkley/Berenda Riedl 

Telephone Number:
410-767-0231/410-554-9406
Fax Number:

410-333-8165/410-554-9412
Brief Description: The goal of this MOU is to provide a continuum of coordinated education, rehabilitation employment, and/or other community services that will assist secondary students and other youth with disabilities in making the most of career opportunities and health roles as adults in the community.  The intent is to encourage the local level administrators and managers to 1) strengthen, expand and enhance their collaborative efforts with local school systems serving students with disabilities who are moving from the school environment and programs serving youth with disabilities to employment and community integration, and 2) provide a framework for developing local MOUs including but not limited to the parties of this agreement.

11.
Title:
The Interagency Plan for Transitioning Students with Disabilities 

Agency Contact:
Tom Barkley/Berenda Riedl 

Telephone Number:
410-767-0231/410-554-9406
Fax Number:

410-333-8165/410-554-9412
Brief Description:  Education Article 21-305, authorizes the development of a "Comprehensive Interagency State Plan for Transitioning Students with Disabilities" the purpose of this four year plan is to undertake the changes in the structure, quality, and availability of services to transitioning students that will effect broad improvement in the delivery of services. The agreement includes the following Maryland agencies: 

· Department of Education (Divisions of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, Rehabilitation Services, and Career Technology and Adult Learning)

· Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (Developmental Disabilities Administration, and Mental Hygiene Administration)

· Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (Division of Employment and Training)

· Maryland Department of Disabilities 

Maryland State Department of Education

Division of Rehabilitation Services (DORS)

Provision of Educational Services

DORS provides vocational rehabilitation services that support the individualized plans for employment for students with disabilities.  These services may include, but are not limited to assessment and evaluation; vocational rehabilitation counseling and guidance; job search, placement assistance and follow-up services; physical and medical restoration; vocational and other training services; rehabilitation technology services; and other support services.

The primary role of DORS is planning for the student's transition from secondary school to work or higher education.  Students should be referred to DORS during the fall semester of their next to last year in secondary school.  DORS determines eligibility for services and develops an individualized plan for employment (IPE) for eligible special education students with disabilities prior to their exiting the school system; and for students with disabilities served under 504 as soon as agreed upon. 

Sources of Funding

The funding source is the Workforce Investment Act of 1998, Title IV,

Reauthorization of the Rehabilitation Act.

Reimbursement Terms, Conditions and Procedures

The DORS state agency must have an approved State Plan (34 CFR 361.10).

Comparable Benefits.  Prior to providing any vocational rehabilitation services to an eligible individual or to members of the individual's family, DORS determines whether comparable services and benefits exist under any other program and whether those services and benefits are available to the individual.

If comparable services or benefits exist under any other program and are available to the eligible individual at the time needed to achieve the rehabilitation objectives in the individual's individualized plan for employment, DORS uses those comparable services or benefits to meet, in whole or in part, the cost of vocational rehabilitation services.

If comparable services or benefits exist under any other program, but are not available to the individual at the time needed to satisfy the rehabilitation objectives in the individual's individualized plan for employment, DORS provides vocational rehabilitation services until those comparable services and benefits become available.

Needs Test.  The provision of DORS funding of services is also subject to a financial needs test.  Individuals participate financially in their rehabilitation program to the extent indicated by the financial needs process for services, other than evaluation and job placement services.

Federal Statutes

Federal CFR 34 361.50 (Policies governing the provision of services for individuals with disabilities)


Federal CFR 34 361.13 (c)(iv) (State agency for administration) 

Federal 34 CFR Part 361.22 (Cooperation with agencies responsible for students with disabilities)

Federal 34 CFR Part 361.23 (Cooperation with other public agencies)

State Statutes

Education Article, Section 21.304 - Division of Rehabilitation Services

COMAR 13A.11.01 (VR Services -currently being revised);
COMAR 13A.11.08.01 -.19 (MRC)
COMAR 13A.11.01 (VR Services)

COMAR 13A.11.06 (Client Records)

Education Article - 21.305 (The Interagency Plan for Transitioning Students with Disabilities)

Education Article Section 321.302 (Acceptance of Federal Acts)

Education Article Section 321.308  (Confidentiality of Records)

Agency Policies, Guidelines and Grant Criteria 

The DORS Rehabilitation Services Manuals (RSM)

Other Activities

DORS is represented on the Governor's Workforce Investment Board, Local Workforce Investment Boards, Maryland Planning Council for Developmental Disabilities and other advisory councils.

Agency Contact

Robert Burns

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Rehabilitation Services 

Voice:
410-554-9385

Fax:
410-554-9384
Email: rburns@dors.state.md.us.

Maryland State Department of Education

Division of Student and School Services

Provision of Educational Services

The Division of Student and School Services is responsible for administering and supervising federal and State programs to improve the teaching and learning of students who are at risk of academic failure and to help to facilitate the emotional, mental, and physical health needs of all students.  The Division is also responsible for ensuring safe and healthy learning environments for all students.  The following four distinct units accomplish the Division’s mission: 

The Program Improvement and Family Support (PIFS) Branch helps support local school systems and schools that have high concentrations of children from low-income families.  This support includes planning, operating, and evaluating programs for educationally disadvantaged students.  The Branch is responsible for managing and coordinating the federal Title I program - Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged.  Under Title I, PIFS specialists oversee a number of family involvement/literacy programs including M-PAC - the Maryland Parent Advisory Council, HIPPY – Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters, the Family Reading Plan, Take 15 for the Family, as well as the Even Start Family Literacy Program for parents of children aged 0 through 7.  In addition, migrant students are provided summer learning opportunities, neglected and delinquent students are being served in State Institutions, and schools across the State are adopting and implementing Comprehensive School Reform initiatives.  Middle school teachers are being served through the I-PAS (Increasing Proficiency for All Students)/Challenge Initiative and homeless children receive support through the McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program.  

The Student Services and Alternative Branch provides leadership, consultation, and technical assistance to local school systems with the implementation of programs and initiatives to facilitate the emotional, mental, social, and physical health of all students. These programs and initiatives include school counseling and career development, school psychology, pupil personnel and school social work, school health services, safe and drug- free schools, dropout prevention and alternative programs, home schooling, and initiatives to reduce disruption and violence, address at-risk behaviors, create safe schools, support school-wide behavior management systems and facilitate achievement.  The Branch works collaboratively with other agencies, community organizations, and stakeholder groups around these initiatives.

The Youth Development Branch provides resources and technical assistance to local school systems, the community, and students to facilitate the engagement of school-aged learners in programs and activities that promote independence and productivity and that develop character and civic responsibility. The Branch encompasses four main programs: Character Education, Service-Learning, 21st Century Community Learning Centers, and the Maryland Association of Student Councils (MASC).  These programs bring together education stakeholders from local school systems and the community to address the personal growth and development of Maryland’s students so that they become fully participating citizens upon graduation.

The Office of Comprehensive Planning and School Support (OCPSS) performs tasks in four major areas.  The first task is managing the submission and evaluation of local school system Master Plans and Updates mandated by the Bridge to Excellence Act.  Each school system submits a five-year Master Plan for student academic improvement that coordinates educational goals with those of No Child Left Behind.  This activity involves the OCPSS in the work of all other MSDE Divisions and has implications for a significant portion of state education funding.  Secondly, the Research and Evaluation Team supports the Division by providing technical assistance in data acquisition, analysis, and reporting.  A significant aspect of this effort involves the conduct of summative evaluations of major program interventions.  The third area is the identification of “best practices” that are associated with improvements in academic performance and behavior for all students and closing the achievement gaps between minority and majority groups.  The fourth area of responsibility is the administration of the non-public textbook program.  This is a State of Maryland initiative to provide non-religious textbooks and computer technology to qualifying non-public schools in the state. 

Sources of Funding
State Categorical funds:

· Increasing Proficiency for All Students (I-PAS) Aid to education budget – Program 54

· Nonpublic School Textbook Program   Aid to Educational Institutions – Program 03 

Federal funds:

· Title I Part A (CFDA 84-010) - Improving Basis Programs Operated by Local Educational Agencies

· Title I Part B (CFDA 84–213) - Student Reading Skills Improvement Grants, Even Start Family Literacy Program

· Title I Part C (CFDA 84–011) - Education of Migratory Children 

· Title I Part D (CFDA 84–013) - Prevention and Intervention Programs for Children and Youth who are Neglected, Delinquent, or At Risk 

· Title I Part F (CFDA 84–332) - Comprehensive School Reform Children and Youth Program 

· Title IV, Part A (CFDA 84–186) - Safe & Drug-Free Schools and Communities and Part B 21st Century Community Learning Centers (CFDA 84–287)  

· Title X Part C (CFDA 84–196)  - Subtitle B Education for Homeless  (McKinney-Vento Act)

· Centers for Disease Control and prevention HIV Prevention Grant (CFDA 93–118)  

· Corporation for National and Community Service - Learn and Serve America (CFDA 94–001)  

· Partnerships in Character Education (CFDA 84–215)  

Federal Statutes and Regulations

· IDEA, Part B, Education of Children with Disabilities: 20 U.S.C. §§ 1400 - 1419; 34 CFR Part 300

· IDEA, Part C, Infants and Toddlers Program: 20 U.S.C. §§ 1431 - 1445; 34 CFR Part 303

· Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973: 29 U.S.C. § 794

· Americans with Disabilities Act: 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq.
· Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA): 20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99

· The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1994 as amended by the No Child Left        Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB): Public Law 107-110

State Statutes and Regulations

· Title 7, Subtitle 4, Annotated Code of Maryland: Health and Safety of Students 

· § 20-102 (Health General Article), Annotated Code of Maryland: Minor Consent Law

· COMAR 10.06.04.01-.09:  Immunization Compliance

· COMAR 13A.05.05.05-.15:  School Health Services Standards

· COMAR 10.27: Nurse Practice Act

· COMAR 13A.05.01: Provision of a Free Appropriate Public Education

· COMAR 13.A.05.02: Administration of Services for Students with Disabilities

· COMAR 13A.05.05: Programs of Pupil Services

· COMAR 13A.08.02.01-.31:  Student Records

· COMAR 13A.03.02.06: Student Service 
· COMAR 13.A.02.04 Tobacco-Free School Environment
· § 5-401 Annotated Code of Maryland:  Comprehensive Master Plans
· § 18-106 (Health General Article), Annotated Code of Maryland:  Lead Regulations
· § 5-204 School Improvement Research Project (I-PAS)
Agency Contact:

Joanne L. Carter

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Student and School Services

Voice:
410-767-0275

Fax:
410-333-0880 

Email:
jcarter@msde.state.md.us 

Maryland State Department of Education

Division of Career Technology and Adult Learning

Provision of Educational Services

The Division of Career Technology and Adult Learning (DCTAL) provides leadership for Career and Technology Education (CTE).  CTE programs are organized around Maryland’s ten Career Clusters and implemented through 48 state supported CTE pathways.  The Division also provides leadership to high school reform efforts through High Schools That Work, Making Middle Grades Matter, and organizing high schools into smaller learning communities around Career Clusters.  Continuous improvement of CTE programs ensures alignment with Maryland’s economic and workforce development priorities and prepares students for careers and further education.
Sources of Funding

Federal Funds


Carl D. Perkins Vocational & Technical Education Act of 1998

State Funds


Bridge To Excellence in Public Schools Education Act

Reimbursement Terms, Conditions and Procedures

The federal funds are to be used to upgrade and continuously improve Career and Technology Education programs.  An allowable use of the funds is to provide supplemental services to students who are members of special populations in order to be successful in Career and Technology Education programs.

Federal and State Statutes


Carl D. Perkins Vocational & Technical Education Act of 1998

Agency Policies, Guidelines and Grant Criteria 

Coordination of service delivery is specified in our Memorandum of Understanding. 

Other Activities

DCTAL conducts the OCR reviews of Career and Technology Education programs at the secondary and post secondary schools to assure equal access to CTE programs.

Agency Contact

Katharine M. Oliver

Assistant State Superintendent

Career Technology and Adult Learning

Voice: 
410-767-0158

Fax:  
410-333-8666

Email:  
koliver@msde.state.md.us

Maryland State Department of Education

Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services

Provision of Educational Services

The Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services (DSE/EIS) has the general supervisory responsibility "to ensure that all children with disabilities aged 3 through 21 residing in the State have the right to a free appropriate public education (FAPE), including children with disabilities who have been suspended or expelled from school."  (34 CFR §300.121)

The DSE/EIS provides the leadership and technical assistance to ensure the appropriate services are provided by MSDE, local school systems and state-operated programs as well as noneducational public agencies that provide services to children with disabilities pursuant to 34 CFR 300.

Sources of Funding

Federal funds

· IDEA

· Medicaid

State Funds 

· State Aid to Special Education

· State Aid for Nonpublic School Placements

· State Aid for Transportation

Reimbursement Terms, Conditions and Procedures

The source of funds are used to provide FAPE to Maryland's children with disabilities and are subject to federal and State statutes, regulations, guidelines and agreements as indicated below.

Federal Statutes

IDEA 2004

Title X1X of the Social Security Act

State Statutes

· COMAR 13A.05.01 Special Education Programs  - Provision of a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE)

· COMAR 13A.05.02  Special Education Programs - Administration of Services for Children with Disabilities

· COMAR 13A.08.02 Students – Student Records

· COMAR 13A.08.03 Students – Discipline of Students with Disabilities

· COMAR 13A.08.04 Students – Student Behavior Interventions

· COMAR 13A.13.01 Early Intervention Services to Eligible Infants and Toddlers and Their Families

· COMAR 13A.09.01 Nonpublic Schools

· COMAR 13A.12.01 Certification

· COMAR 13A.08.01 General Regulations

· COMAR 10.19.50 EPSDT School Health-Related Services or Health Related Early Intervention Services

· COMAR 10.09.52 Service Coordination for Children with Disabilities  

· COMAR 10.09.25 Transportation Services Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

Agency Policies, Guidelines and Grant Criteria 

DES/EIS policies and procedures, in addition to the above, are contained in the required Maryland State Plan for IDEA.  The relevant Memoranda of Agreements are delineated in this document and the list of exhibits.  Local school system policies and procedures are outlined in each of the 24 local school systems required Public Agency Standards Submission (PASS) documents.  Grant criteria are included in each grant proposal, as approved by the federal or State granting agency. 

Other Activities

DSE/EIS continues to work with and pursue any and all opportunities to improve and expand services for children with disabilities in the public and private sector, to assure the availability of FAPE.  DSE/EIS continues to collaborate with other State agencies and MSDE divisions, including: School Improvement Services, Division of Student and School Services; Division of Certification and Accreditation; Division of Planning, Results and Information Management; Division of Career Technology and Adult Learning; and the Division of Rehabilitation Services to improve and expand services to children with disabilities.  

Agency Contact

Carol Ann Baglin, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services 

Voice:
410-767-0238

Fax:
410-333-3954
Email:
cbaglin@msde.state.md.us 

Maryland State Department of Education

Division of Early Childhood Development

Provision of Educational Services

The Division, constituted by statute on July 1, 2005, includes the Office of Child Care (formerly the Child Care Administration
) and the Office of Early Learning (to be transferred from the Division of Instruction).  The Division is charged with the licensing and monitoring child care providers, provide program support to child care centers and family child care providers as well as to local school systems in meeting the prekindergarten and full-day kindergarten requirements of the Bridge to Excellence of Public Schools Act, and administers an array of early childhood initiatives such as the Judith P. Hoyer Early Care and Education Enhancement Program (incl. Judy Centers, program accreditation, enhancement grants for providers, and professional development under the Maryland Model for School Readiness).  In addition, the Division houses the Maryland Head Start Collaboration Office which facilitates the implementation of the state and local Memorandums of Agreement (MOA) between the local boards of education and local Head Start grantees.  An additional MOA facilitates the transition of children with disabilities from Head Start programs to public schools.  In addition, the Division administers the contracts of the Maryland Child Care Resource and Referral Networks and the Maryland’s Network of Family Support Centers.

Sources of Funding

· Federal funds of the Child Care Development Fund (CCDF) include the quality improvement set-asides and discretionary funding for child care providers.

· Extended Elementary Education Program (EEEP) funds until FY08

· State appropriations under the Judith P. Hoyer Early Care and Education Enhancement Program 

· Federal funds for the Head Start Collaboration Office

· State supplemental grant for Head Start

· Title IV of the Social Security Act

Reimbursement Terms, Conditions and Procedures

Child care services are fee-based with the exception of eligible low-income families and individuals eligible under the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunities Act.  The Department of Human Resources will continue the administration of the child care subsidy program.  Eligibity for prekindergarten and family support centers is based on income guidelines. 

Federal Statues

Title IV of the Social Security Act (Family Support Centers)

1998 Head Start Reauthorization Act (Head Start Collaboration Office)


State Statutes

COMAR 13A.06.01 (Prekindergarten)

COMAR 13A.08.02 (Kindergarten-Student Attendance)

Maryland Code, Annotated Education §5-215 (JPH Program)

COMAR 07.04.01; COMAR 07.04.02; COMAR 07.04.05 (Child care)

COMAR 07.04.07 (grants to child care)

Agency Policies, Guidelines and Grant Criteria 

Agency policies are non-regulatory in nature.

Guidelines include the Maryland Model for School Readiness (MMSR) Framework and Standards (which incorporates the VSC for prekindergarten and kindergarten), Guidelines for Healthy Child Development and Care for Young Children, and Implementing Quality Standards for Early Childhood Programs.

Grant criteria refer to the following grants:

MMSR Professional Development

Judy Centers

JPH Enhancement Grant for Local School Systems

JPH Enhancement Grant for Private Providers

Head Start Supplemental Grant

Other Activities

Interagency activities related to Achieving School Readiness – a Five-Year Action Plan

Agency Contact

Name: Rolf Grafwallner, Ph.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Early Childhood Development

Phone: 410-767-0342

Fax: 410-333-2379

Email: rgrafwal@msde.state.md.us

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

Mental Hygiene Administration

Provision of Educational Services

Regional Institutes for Children and Adolescents (RICAs)

Three locations: Baltimore City, Southern Maryland, Montgomery County.

The three RICAs are operated by MHA. These licensed residential treatment facilities provide on-site education through a variety of administrative mechanisms.  RICA Baltimore is a state-operated program, RICA Southern Maryland and Montgomery have LSS operated schools. In addition, each of the RICAs offers a day program to special education students beyond the residential treatment center component of the program.

Supportive Services

Benefit Package offered by the Public Mental Health System to eligible children and youth.
In addition to the above noted public RICAs, licensed private sector residential treatment centers bill the public mental health system for most youth they serve. Hospital psychiatric inpatient services are also available.

MHA also offers a wide variety of community mental health services which are highly supportive of individuals with disabilities in the educational and knowledge acquisitions processes.  These include a wide variety of treatment options including psychiatric assessment and evaluation; individual, group and family psychotherapy; medication management; mobile treatment. Psychiatric rehabilitation is offered to children and youth who require it,  targeted case management is provided to those who meet the criteria for this level of care and respite care is available to care givers of children with psychiatric conditions who meet specific medical necessity criteria.

Transition Services. MHA offers supportive services in the process of transition from school to independence and psychiatric treatment and rehabilitation for individuals whose psychiatric disability persist into adulthood.  

Assistive Technology.  Supported where appropriate, particularly in the area of specific learning disabilities.

"Child Find" Community mental health is a major source of child find activities, particularly for students with learning disabilities and emotional disturbances.

Community mental health services are clearly designed to support schools in meeting the requirement for a least restrictive educational environment.

Sources of Funding

1. State and Federal Medical Assistance Program

2. State General fund appropriations

3.  Other Federal and private grants


Reimbursement Terms, Conditions and Procedures

1.The provisions of the Medical Assistance program apply for all medical assistance eligible individuals.

2. For eligible uninsured individuals, there are administrative requirements relative to sliding fee scale provisions of state law.

Federal Statues

The Public Health Services Act -- Public Law 101-321, Sec.1912-B 

State Statutes

Agency Policies, Guidelines and Grant Criteria 

In addition to the above referenced citations, the services of the MHA are subject  to procedures set forth in the document: "Maryland's Public Mental Health System: Provider Manual".

Other Activities

In addition to the supportive services described above, MHA participates in public information and prevention oriented services designed to assist individuals including those with disabilities.  In particular, activities intended to reduce the stigma and attitudes about psychiatric conditions held by members of the general public and to change perceptions and treatment of these individuals are pertinent.  Other important activities include efforts to provide information and services to families in the very early stages of psychiatric problems to prevent the evolution of more serious and disabling conditions later in the course of the child's growth and development

Agency Contact

Albert Zachik, M.D.

Director

Office of Child and Adolescent Services

Mental Hygiene Administration (MHA)

Voice:  
410-402-8487

Fax:
410-402-8306 (fax)

Email:
azachik@dhmh.state.md.us
 

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA)
Provision of Educational Services
The Developmental Disabilities Administration provides Family Support Services so that children with developmental disabilities receive appropriate services oriented toward maintaining the children with their families in the community.  

Family Support Services are an array of services and assistance, based on each family’s unique needs, that are provided to families of children with developmental disabilities (COMAR 10.22.06.02).  These supports meet everyday needs and are often critical in avoiding a family crisis that becomes much more costly, both emotionally and financially.  Family Support Services may include, but are not limited to:

1) Information and referral;

2) Assistance in identifying needs;

3) Advocacy to obtain needed services and benefits;

4) Respite and child care;

5) Behavior Support Services;

6) Adaptive and assistive technology;

7) Educational aids and toys;

8) Support groups;

9) Parent Education;

10) Special diets, clothing and personal care items;

11) Home health care and other in-homes assistance;

12) Social and recreational activities;

13) Transportation to medical and other important appointments;

14) Medical and dental expenses not covered by insurance; and 

15) Other supports that enhance the ability of families to meet the needs of their child in their home and community (COMAR 10.22.06.03) including resource coordination.

Sources of Funding
Services are provided based upon eligibility and the availability of funds.  Services are provided in the least restrictive manner possible (COMAR 10.22.06.05).  Services are provided to children with developmental disabilities and their families regardless of household income.  The DDA encourages providers to explore all other financial resources including cost sharing mechanisms.

Reimbursement Terms, Conditions and Procedures
Services are obtained by contacting one of the regional offices of the DDA.  Individuals must apply for and be determined eligible for services from the DDA.  An individual may be found eligible for services from the DDA in one of two categories: “Developmentally Disabled (DD)” or “Individual Support Services (ISS) only.”

An individual is eligible for a full range of services if found “DD eligible.” An individual is found to be “DD eligible” if the individual has a severe and chronic disability that:

· Is attributable to a physical or mental impairment, other than the sole diagnosis of mental illness, or to a combination of mental and physical impairments;

· Is likely to continue indefinitely;

· Is manifested before the age of 22;

· Results in the inability to live independently without external support or continuing and regular assistance; and

· Reflects the need for a combination of and sequence of special, interdisciplinary, or generic care, treatment or other services that are individually planned and coordinated for the individual.

An individual is eligible for support services if found “ISS only eligible.”  An individual is found “ISS only eligible” if the individual has a severe chronic disability that is:

· Attributable to a physical or mental impairment, other than the sole diagnosis of mental illness, or to a combination of mental and physical impairments; and

· Likely to continue indefinitely. 

Federal and State Statutes

Health-General Title 7 Developmental Disabilities Law

COMAR 10.22.06

Agency Policies, Guidelines and Grant Criteria
Previously identified.

Other Activities
DDA maintains membership on multiple interagency and intra-agency boards, committees and task forces at the State and local levels to ensure the development and provision of “best practices” for children with developmental disabilities.

Agency Contact
Leslie McMillan or Colleen Gauruder

Assistant Directorate for Programs, DDA

Voice: 410-767-5630

Fax:
410-333-7441

Email:
McMillanL@dhmh.state.md.us
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

Family Health Administration 

Center for Maternal and Child Health 
Provision of Educational Services

The Maryland State Family Planning Program within the Center for Maternal and Child Health (CMCH) offers reproductive health services including family planning to young women and men throughout the state.  Provisions are made at clinics to accommodate the disabled in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  A regular quality assurance site review process is in place to assure access.  

For many individuals, the prevention of pregnancy is an important aspect of educational and career planning.  When a young person seeks to take advantage of educational opportunities in the least restrictive environment, access to family planning may constitute a vital supplementary service.   

Maryland State Family Planning Program clients receive education and counseling along with exams, screening for sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) and contraceptive supplies.   All clinic services are provided on a confidential basis.  Many providers also offer or facilitate educational programs on family planning and reproductive health for school and community groups.  

Sources of funding 

· Federal Funds: Title X of the U. S. Public Health Service Act     
· State General Funds

Reimbursement terms, conditions and procedures 

Clients of the Maryland State Family Planning Program are charged a fee for clinical services based on a sliding fee scale.  Those who have Medicaid may select any family planning provider; therefore, they do not need a referral from their primary care physician (PCP) when making a clinic appointment.  Educational services to schools and community groups are provided free of charge.

The Maryland State Family Planning Program applies annually to the federal Office of Population Affairs (OPA) for grant funds.  Every three to five years, this application process involves competitive bids.  Managers and consultants from the federal Region III OPA office periodically complete an on-site review of the family planning program in Maryland to ensure compliance with Title X requirements.  

Services are provided at more than 80 public and private, non-profit clinic sites.  State and federal funding is provided to local health departments through the Unified Grant Award process.  

Federal and State statutes or regulations:

Title X of the U.S. Public Health Service Act and related regulations govern the provision of these services.  OPA also issues Guidelines from time to time. 

Agency policies, procedures, guidelines, grant criteria:

The Maryland State Family Planning Program regularly issues clinical and administrative Guidelines for use in clinics.  

Sharing of information with the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) and other state agencies is accomplished informally through a networking process.  Much of this networking occurs at the local level among health department staff and representatives of other service and support agencies.

Other activities 

The CMCH website at www.fha.state.md.us/mch features information about the Maryland Family Planning Program.   Additionally, the website offers information on prenatal care, preconception health, child, adolescent and women’s health and the location of clinical services throughout Maryland.  

Agency Contact:  

Victoria S. Young, LCSW-C

Chief, Family Planning and Reproductive Health

Voice: 410-767-4387

Fax;
410-333-5233 

Email:
vyoung@dhmh.state.md.us 

Department of Health & Mental Hygiene

Family Health Administration

Office for Genetics and Children with Special Health Care Needs  

Provision of Educational Services

A.
The Office for Genetics and Children with Special Health Care Needs (OGCSHCN) Specialty Care Division does not provide educational services, but does provide the following health related services: 

Assistive Technology:

purchase of hearing aids and other assistive listening devices;

purchase of equipment to provide mobility; and

purchase of augmentative communication devices.

Access to medically necessary occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech-language pathology services for individuals birth through 21 years of age.

Access to rehabilitative evaluation and treatment services.

B.
The Office for Genetics and Children with Special Health Care Needs Clinical Genetics does not provide direct large scale educational services.  OGCSHCN does provide, through its 3 genetics centers and 13 outreach genetics clinics, education and genetic counseling to the families of children with disabilities of genetic origin.  The OGCSHCN provides, upon request, educational presentations about genetic disorders and birth defects for students, parent groups, voluntary groups, church groups, health professionals, other professionals, and the general public

The Maryland Birth Defects Reporting and Information System (BDRIS) which conducts surveillance on the incidence of 12 specific birth defects and provides information and education to families and primary care providers on medical and social services within their local communities for children with birth defects who will have special health care needs.  The Birth Defects program launches an annual prevention campaign for the prevention of neural tube defects through awareness of folic acid intake.  The folic acid prevention tool kit is distributed to health care providers throughout Maryland .  BDRIS works closely with the Division of Special Education, MSDE, and the Department of Human Resources.

The newborn screening program screens all infants (after soliciting informed consent) for 32 disorders: PKU, MSUD (also called BCK), hemocystinuria, tyrosinemia, hypothyroidism, biotinidase deficiency, galactosemia,  sickle cell disease, and others.  Long term management for the metabolic disorders is provided through the 3 genetics centers and 13 outreach clinics coordinated by the OGCSHCN.  Dietary management is provided by the program nutritionists.

The OGCSHCN screens infants for hearing impairment.  Parents and physicians are notified of the test results and recommended follow up.  Educational materials and the resource directory are available.  The OGCSHCN is working closely with the Universal Newborn Screening Advisory Council, the Maryland School for the Deaf, other educational institutions for the deaf and hearing impaired, and various voluntary groups serving this community.

The OGCSHCN provides carrier screening for sickle cell disease, the thalassemias and Tay Sachs disease through its 3 genetic centers.  Genetic counseling and prenatal diagnosis are offered to couples at risk who desire such services.  AFP / Triple marker prenatal screening for neural tube defects and certain chromosomal anomalies is provided by the Laboratories Administration, DHMH, for patients unable to access this service in the private sector.  Follow up of abnormal screening tests is provided by the University of Maryland Center for Human Genetics under a contractual arrangement with the OGCSHCN.

Sources of Funding

Federal Title V Maternal Child Health Block Grant funds

Reimbursement Terms, Conditions and Procedures

A.
For purchase of care, individuals must be eligible for the Children’s Medical Services Program (CMS):

1.  Be a resident of the State;

2.  Be younger than 22 years of age;

3.  Meet the medical eligibility requirements of the Program;

4.  Meet the financial eligibility requirements of the Program; and

5. Complete an application.

B.
For clinical services at the genetics and hematology centers partial subsidies are

 provided for activities.  These subsidies are provided by Human Services Funding Agreements.  In return for the partial subsidy, the medical institutions can not turn away any patient for inability to pay.  The DHMH sliding fee scale is used.  All insurance is accepted. All fees collected are used to provide additional services.

There is no charge for educational programs, resource directories or most educational materials available through the OGCSHCN.

Federal & State Statutes

· Federal Title V Maternal and Child Health Services Block Grant Act (HEALTH GENERAL Article 15-125), COMAR 10.11.03

· Hereditary and Congenital Disorders Program (HEALTH GENERAL, Article 13, SS101) -Establishes an Advisory Council and programs to address hereditary and congenital disorders.

· Children’s Medical Services (HEALTH GENERAL, Article 15, 125) – Establishes a program to identify and to provide medical and other services to children with special health care needs.

· Sentinel Birth Defects (HEALTH GENERAL, Article 18, SS206)- Requires hospitals to report sentinel birth defects to the Secretary.  Also requires the Secretary to monitor birth defects trends.

· General Regulations for Hereditary Diseases (COMAR 10.52.01) (several programs related to genetic disorders are mandated in regulation rather that statue)- Establishes quality assurance standards for hereditary and congenital disorders services procured by the State.

· Sickle Cell Anemia - Newborn Screening (HEALTH GENERAL, Article 18, SS501)- Establishes a program for screening newborns for sickle cell anemia, monitoring each affected infant’s health and providing prenatal education regarding sickle cell anemia.  Informed consent ie required for screening.

· Screening for Treatable Disorders in the Newborn Child (COMAR 10.52.12)- Establishes a voluntary program to offer newborn screening for treatable metabolic disorders.  Informed consent is required for screening.

· Screening for Sickle Cell Disease, Thalassemia and Related Conditions (COMAR 10.52.13) – Establishes a voluntary program for population based carrier screening for these conditions.  This program does not include newborns or those thought to be a t risk on clinical grounds.

· Program for Hearing Impaired Infants (Health General Article 13, SS601)- Establishes a program for universal hearing screening of newborns and early identification and follow-up of infants at risk for hearting impairment.

· Screening for Neural Tube Defects in the Fetus (COMAR 10.52.14)- Establishes a program to offer biochemical maternal serum screening to identify mothers at increased risk for carrying a fetus with a neural tube defect or a chromosomal anomaly.

Other Policies and Other Activities
Not applicable

Agency Policies, Guidelines and Grant Criteria 

Already identified. 


Contact Person:



Susan R. Panny, M.D.

Director

Office for Genetics and Children with Special Health Care Needs

Voice:
410-767-6730

Fax:
410-333-5047 
Email:
pannys@dhmh.state.md.us 

Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration
Provision of Educational Services

The Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration provides a full continuum of substance abuse services for adolescents throughout Maryland.  Operated by local departments of health or other agencies, outpatient services are available to students and families in all subdivisions.  There are varying degrees of involvement with local schools.  A common service is supporting Student Assistance Teams by providing counselors as consultants/assessors to the teams.  In some districts, counseling services are provided in the school for students with substance abuse issues.

A holistic approach is taken when assessing and treating adolescents.  Treatment in the least restrictive environment is always the goal.  Community counseling centers frequently refer parents and adolescent clients for specialized services offered by local school systems.

Sources of Funding

A continuum of adolescent substance abuse services are supported by grants from the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration.

Reimbursement Terms, Conditions, and Procedures

Services are paid by insurance and are offered on a sliding scale basis.  Many clients have a zero fee.  There is no charge for school-based services.

Federal Statues

FDA Part 291 Drugs Used for Treatment of Narcotic Addicts 42 CFR Part 2 Confidentiality of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Patient Records

State Statutes

COMAR 10.47.01 Certification of Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse Facilities

Other Activities
None

Agency Contact

Peter Luongo, PhD

Executive Director, ADAA

Voice:
410-402-8600

Fax:
410-402-8601 

Email: pluongo@dhmh.state.md.us 

Department of Human Resources

Provision of Educational Services

The Department of Human Resources (DHR) administers Maryland’s statewide child care subsidy program.  Operated by local departments of social services, the program subsidizes the cost of child care for eligible low-income families including those receiving Temporary Cash Assistance (TCA).  Within each priority for service, eligible families with children who have disabilities are given first priority. [COMAR 07.04.06.07A]

Sources of Funding

The child care subsidy program is funded with 50% state general funds and 50% federal Child Care and Development Fund funds.

Reimbursement Terms, Conditions and Procedures

Families must be working, attending school, or in a work related activity and either be a TCA recipient or meet income eligibility guidelines.  Non-TCA families are assessed a co-payment.  Local departments of social services make payment to the child care providers.  Rates are based on child care market rates.  However, with documentation that the needs of the child exceed “reasonable accommodation”, the local department can authorize 15% higher reimbursement to enable the provider to care for the child in the least restrictive environment. [COMAR 07.04.06.11E]

Federal Statues

Title VI of the federal Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunities Act, Child Care and Development Fund, governs eligibility for service, priorities for service and how federal funds are to be used.

State Statutes

COMAR 07.04.06 governs eligibility for service, priorities for service, payment rates and methods of payment. [Article 88A, §6]  

Agency Policies, Guidelines and Grant Criteria 

There are no other policies, etc., for the child care subsidy program that address the provision of these services.

Other Activities

None

Agency Contact
Elizabeth D. Seale

Deputy Secretary for Programs
Voice:
410-767-7107
Fax:
410-333-0744

Email:
eseale@dhr.state.md.us
Department of Human Resources

Social Services Administration

  

Provision of Educational Services

The Maryland State Department of Human Resources (DHR) must pay the educational 

cost for children in out-of-state and in-state Residential Treatment Centers (RTC).  DHR allocated $4,000,000 for 217 purchased beds in programs within Maryland, with educational programs connected to them.  All of the programs provide transitional services, assistive technology programs, educational services in the least restrictive environment, and special educational services in general, except when a child is attending school in the local school district. [Family Law §5-526]

 

Source of Funding

DHR’s funding sources are local, state general funds and federal funds.

 

Reimbursement Terms, Conditions, and Procedures

The funds for the educational cost of in-state RTCs are monitored under gatekeeping restrictions by DHR’s Social Services Administration (SSA).  Funding support for the 217 purchased beds is provided through SSA contracts with private providers who provide the educational services.

 

State Statutes

State Regulations COMAR 01.04.07.12 and COMAR 07.02.11.12

 

Agency Policies, Guidelines and Grant Criteria

None

 
Other Activities

DHR, through its local departments of social services, places children with disabilities into variety of setting, according to their clinical services needs.  Children are placed at all levels of care in Maryland and, when necessary and appropriately approved, out-of-state.

 

Agency Contact:
Elizabeth D. Seale

Deputy Secretary for Programs
Voice:
410-767-7107
Fax:
410-333-0744
Email:
eseale@dhr.state.md.us
Department of Juvenile Services (DJS)
Provision of Educational Services

The State-run programs to which a DJS youth may be sheltered, detained or committed include the following:

Cheltenham Youth Facility, Cheltenham

The Charles H. Hickey, Jr. School, Baltimore

The Young Women’s Program, Waxter Center, Laurel

William Donald Schaeffer House, Baltimore

Alfred D. Noyes Children’s Center, Montgomery County

The Lower Eastern Shore Children’s Center, Wicomico County

The Western Maryland Children’s Center, Allegany County

The Baltimore City Juvenile Justice Center, Baltimore City

The J. DeWeese Carter Center, Kent County

Maryland Youth Residence Center, Baltimore

Backbone Leadership Challenge, Garrett County

Savage Mountain Leadership Challenge, Garrett County

Meadow Mountain Leadership Challenge, Garrett County

Green Ridge Youth Center, Allegany County

The six privately-operated DJS residential facilities are:

The Thomas O’Farrell Youth Center, Marriottsville

Allegany Girl’s Home, Allegany County

Morning Star Youth Academy, Dorchester County

New Dominion School, Oldtown

Karma Academy, Montgomery County

Guide Program, Various locations

All of the above programs are 24-hour residential programs that provide on-site education. The special education component of the education programs are regularly reviewed and approved by MSDE. A comprehensive educational curriculum is offered and includes both general and special educational services, GED preparation and testing, life skills training, pre-career and technology instruction, and vocational education as appropriate to the needs of the individual student. Children who are in the residential custody of DJS are required to attend school on a year-round basis. IEP meetings are held at each facility to implement and coordinate the individualized educational plans for the students in residence, and service coordination is provided to ensure that the terms of the children’s IEPs are being met.
Transition planning and services

Transition planning is incorporated within the child’s IEP. Areas which are addressed include: instruction (either classroom or vocational); therapy (physical, occupational, or psychological); community experiences; employment (i.e. work study, vocational training, career planning, supported employment); post-secondary education options (i.e.,  higher education); and independent living skills (issues related to housing, finances, social skills, self-care, insurance, health care, and social services). Both transition and aftercare services are intensely planned and coordinated between the child’s case manager, probation officer and DJS Educational Services Unit and the local public school system.

Assistive technology

The programs shall provide children with any equipment, product systems, or environmental alterations or enhancements that are needed to aid the functional capabilities of students with disabilities. Technology includes augmentative communication devices, hearing aids, specially adapted computers, and specialized seating or positioning equipment. [Note: Most of the special education students in DJS residential care are classified as being either emotionally disturbed or as having a specific learning disability. It is rare for this Department to have a youth who requires assistive technology]

“Child Find” activities to identify students with disabilities

Upon entering the facility the child’s records are reviewed; educational testing is conducted; and health exams are given, which include vision and hearing tests. Speech and language assessments are performed as appropriate. A referral system is in place whereby teachers or other staff who suspect an educational   disability conduct more extensive testing on a child who had not previously been identified as eligible for special education services.

Supplementary aids and services that enable a child to be educated in the least restrictive environment

Classes are designed to be small in size and inclusive; licensed professionals provide individual and group counseling; speech and language services are offered; tutoring is made available; Special education teachers are on staff; educational and psychological evaluations are given; classroom aides are utilized; behavior support and anger management techniques are employed; structured group activities are incorporated; case management is provided; and residential staff are available after school hours to assist youth with their homework as needed.
Sources of Funding

Funding for educational services for DJS youth in residential care is covered primarily by State General Funds (ÿ 90%). Our Department also receives some revenue via the Federal Title I Program for Neglected and Delinquent Children and Title I for Handicapped Individuals. DJS receives federal IDEA, Part B funds dispersed by MSDE. DJS also receives a small amount of Medicaid reimbursement for those eligible services which are specified in a child’s IEP (i.e., speech therapy, psychological counseling, etc.)  for youth at the privately run programs. 

Reimbursement Terms, Conditions and Procedures

With regard to the governing of funds that cover the above described services, this Department complies with the provisions outlined in the relevant State and Federal laws.

In terms of the funds that are transferred to the private vendors those entities have entered into contractual agreements with DJS which compel them to comply  with all State and Federal laws, as well as to abide by all specified DJS policies and procedures. Included within these contracts are very specific requirements related to the provision of educational services, including special education.

Note: DJS in compliance with Maryland’s Family Law Articles, seeks financial support from those parents who have retained parental rights, but whose children reside in the custodial care of DJS or one of its vendor facilities. The amount would not exceed 25% of the cost incurred by the Department to care for these children. Generally, then, such payments (when they are forthcoming) do not even cover the cost of room and board for the youth Educational expenses are not considered to be reimbursed via such child support revenues.

Federal Statutes

Governing how and where services are provided:

34 C.F.R. § 300 – Assistance to States for the Education of Children with Disabilities

42 U.S.C. § 5601 et seq., Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (OJJDP)

42 U.S.C. § 1997, Civil Rights of Institutionalized Persons Act (CRIPA) 

Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. § 12101, et seq.

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. § 791 et seq.

No Child Left Behind Act, Pub. L. 107-110

Governing how services are funded:

34 C.F.R. § 300 – Assistance to States for the Education of Children with Disabilities

Federal Title I Program for Neglected and Delinquent Children 

Federal Title I for Handicapped Individuals

Title XIX of the Social Security Act

IDEA C.F.R. 300 et seq.

State Statutes

Governing how and where services are provided:

Md. Ann. Code, Art. 83C, §§ 2-110(1) (ii) and 2-118(e)
Md. Ann. Code, Educ. Art. Title 8, Subtitle 4

COMAR13A.05.01.01-.16 Programs for Students with Disabilities

Governing how services are funded:

Md. Ann. Code, Art. 83C, § 2-116

Md. Ann. Code, State Fin. & Proc. Art., Title 7

COMAR 10.09.25; 10.09.36; 10.09.40; 10.09.50; and 10.09.52

Annual State Budget Appropriations authorized by the legislature

Governing sharing of information with MSDE and other agencies:

Md. Ann. Code, Educ. Title 8, Subtitle 4

Md. Ann. Code, Cts. & Jud. Proc. Art. § 3-828(b)

Md. Ann. Code Art. 49D, § 10

COMAR 13A.05.01.01-.16 Programs for Students with Disabilities

Governing coordination of service delivery with MSDE and other agencies:

Md. Ann. Code, Art. 83C, § 2-113

Md. Ann. Code, Educ. Art. Title 8, Subtitle 4

COMAR 13A.05.01.01.01-.16 Programs for Students with Disabilities

Agency Policies, Guidelines and Grant Criteria

Agency oversight practices for privately run programs:

Private vendors have contracts with DJS to provide services that had been solicited in DJS’s Requests for Proposals for the operation of such facilities. Within DJS is the Office of Professional Responsibility and Accountability responsible for ensuring that such providers comply with all terms of their contracts. Monitors from the Office of Professional Responsibility and Accountability and from the Educational Services Unit make regular visits to their assigned programs to ensure that – among other things – all educational requirements are being fulfilled.

Agency oversight for DJS-run programs:

DJS has an Educational Services Unit that provides oversight of residential facilities which are run by DJS. Site visits are conducted at least monthly and site reports are completed.

Oversight of both private and State-run DJS facilities

Both the OPRA Monitors and the Educational Services Unit professionals ensure that for each program: there is an appropriately certifies  Director of Education; all teachers are appropriately certified; counselors and health care providers are licensed; children attend school; the daily instructional time complies with State regulations; files are kept on each child, including a file specifically for education; IEP meetings are held; services are provided to fulfill the terms of children’s IEPs; and compliance is maintained with regard to all relevant State and Federal Guidelines related to the provision of regular and special educational services. Finally, because these schools are approved by the Maryland State Department of Education, they are subject to oversight measures employed by MSDE.

Other Activities

None.

Agency Contact:

Sheri M. Meisel, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Education
Voice:
410-230-3261

Fax:
410-659-6862
Email:
meisels@djs.state.md.us
Governor's Office for Children
EXECUTIVE ORDER
01.01.2005.34

Governor's Office for Children - Children's Cabinet - Advisory Council for Children
WHEREAS, It is the policy of the State to promote a stable, safe, and healthy environment for children and families; 

WHEREAS, This policy includes the commitment to systems of care for children and families that are child focused and family centered, based on individual strengths and needs, utilize best practices, and provide services in the least restrictive setting; 

WHEREAS, To implement this policy, it is essential that the programs, policies and budgets of the State child-serving agencies are coordinated through a Children's Cabinet to ensure the effective, efficient, and comprehensive delivery of services; 

WHEREAS, An Advisory Council for Children should provide recommendations to the Children's Cabinet on methods for meeting the policy goals of the State;

WHEREAS, There is a need for an office within the Executive Department to promote the coordinated delivery of services; and

WHEREAS, This office should also be responsible for the development of a State 3-year Plan for integrated children and family services, interagency policies to carry out that Plan, and the efficient interagency use of federal and State funds.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ROBERT L. EHRLICH, JR., GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF MARYLAND, BY VIRTUE OF THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME BY THE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF MARYLAND, HEREBY PROCLAIM THE FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE ORDER, EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY:

A. Definition. In this Executive Order, "Local Management Board" means an entity established by a local subdivision, consisting of members which include, but are not limited to, representatives from the Department of Juvenile Services, the local department of social services, the local health department, the Developmental Disabilities Administration of the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and the local core services agency, which has been certified by the Chairperson of the Children's Cabinet. 

B. The Governor's Office for Children is hereby established as a separate agency within the Executive Department to provide a coordinated, comprehensive, interagency approach to the development of a continuum of care that is family and child- oriented and that emphasizes prevention, early intervention, and community-based services for all children and families with special attention to at-risk populations. 

1. The Office shall be managed by an Executive Director who shall be primarily responsible for developing and coordinating the delivery of interagency State government services to children and families. The Executive Director shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the Governor. 

2. Staffing. The Governor's Office for Children shall be comprised of professional staff appointed by the Governor and by professional staff liaisons from State agencies. 

3. Duties. The Office shall: 

a. Inform and support the collective and specific work of the Children's Cabinet; 

b. Promote values, policies and practices that continually advance the well-being of Maryland's children and families; 

c. Partner with Local Management Boards to plan, coordinate, and monitor the delivery of integrated services along the full continuum of care and oversee the use of Children's CabinetInteragency funds in accordance with policies and procedures established by the Children's Cabinet; and 

d. Assist the Children's Cabinet in the allocation of any funds assigned to the Children's Cabinet for distribution as grants to any State agency, local government or organization, Local Management Board or private organization. 

4. All State departments, agencies, commissions, and boards are authorized and directed to cooperate with the Governor's Office for Children in implementing the provisions of this Executive Order. 

5. This Executive Order shall not be construed to alter existing authorities of any executive agency or department, or the designation of any agency to act for purposes of federal law, except that all executive departments and agencies are directed to assist the Governor's Office for Children in carrying out the purposes of this Executive Order. 

6. Reports. The Governor's Office for Children shall report to the Governor annually on the status of children in Maryland and the efforts to meet the policy goals of the State for services to children and families. 

C. The Children's Cabinet is hereby established for the purpose of convening on a regular basis to develop and implement coordinated State policies to improve the health and welfare of children and families. 

1. Membership and Procedures. 

a. The Cabinet shall consist of: 

i. The Secretary of Budget and Management; 

ii. The Secretary of Disabilities; 

iii. The Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene; 

iv. The Secretary of Human Resources; 

v. The Secretary of Juvenile Services; 

vi. The State Superintendent of Schools; and 

vii. The Executive Director of the Governor's Office for Children, who shall serve as Chairperson and be responsible for the administration and operation of the Children's Cabinet. 

b. The Children's Cabinet shall meet at the call of the Chairperson, no less than six times per year. 

c. The Governor's Office for Children shall provide staff to the Children's Cabinet as necessary. 

2. Duties and Responsibilities. The Children's Cabinet shall: 

a. Promote the vision of the State for a stable, safe, and healthy environment for children and families; 

b. Provide a regular forum for State agencies responsible for implementing the vision of the State to meet and develop coordinated policy recommendations for the Governor; 

c. Prepare and annually update a 3-year Plan establishing priorities and strategies for the coordinated delivery of State interagency services for children and families. The Plan should include best practices for implementation of systems of care that are child centered and family focused, based on individual strengths and needs, and focused on providing such services in the least restrictive setting. This Plan, and all updates, shall be coordinated with any other approved State plans relating to services for children and families; and 

d. Establish a committee to perform the functions of the State Coordinating Council, as provided in State regulations. 

3. Reports. The Children's Cabinet shall submit the State 3-year Plan for children and families to the Governor on or before October 1, 2006. 

D. The Children's Cabinet Interagency Fund (the Fund) is hereby established to replace the Subcabinet for Children, Youth, and Families Resource Fun 

1. The Fund consists of: 

a. Moneys appropriated, transferred, credited, or paid into the Fund from any source; and 

b. Federal grants or allocations accepted for the benefit of the Fund. 

2. Except as otherwise provided by law, at the end of each fiscal year, the unspent balance of the Fund shall revert to the general fund of the State. 

3. The Department of Education shall be the fiscal agent for the Fund. 

4. Expenditures from the Fund shall: 

a. Be made to local subdivisions that have Local Management Boards; 

b. Reflect the priorities set forth in the State 3-year Plan; and 

c. Be made by the Children's Cabinet in accordance with those priorities. 

5. The Children's Cabinet shall review and approve applications for grants from the Fund and ensure that all programs funded by the Fund are implemented in accordance with the State 3-year Plan and policies and procedures adopted in accordance with this Executive Order. 

E. The Advisory Council for Children is hereby established. 

1. Membership and Procedures. 

a. The Advisory Council shall consist of not more than 11 voting members appointed by the Governor from among the geographic regions of the State. 

b. The voting members of the Advisory Council may include representatives of organizations of parents, non-profit organizations with interest in Maryland children and family issues, local organizations and individuals who may have interest or expertise in Statewide and community-based education, health care, or other child and family services. 

c. At least one member shall be a parent of a disabled child with intensive needs. 

d. The Governor shall designate a Chairperson from among the members of the Advisory Council. 

e. With the consent of the Advisory Council, the Chairperson may designate additional individuals, including interested citizens, elected officials, educators, or specialists with relevant experience to serve as nonvoting members of any subcommittee or workgroup of the Advisory Council. 

f. The members of the Advisory Council shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor. 

g. The term of a member is 3 years, which shall be staggered from initial appointment. 

h. A member of the Advisory Council may be reappointed, but may not serve more than two consecutive terms. 

i. Members of the Advisory Council may not receive any compensation for services, but may receive reimbursement for reasonable travel expenses in accordance with the Standard State Travel Regulations, and as provided in the State budget. 

j. The Advisory Council shall meet at least six times per year. 

k. A majority of the members of the Advisory Council shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of any business. The Advisory Council may adopt such other procedures, including the creation of subcommittees or work groups, as may be necessary to ensure the orderly transaction of business. 

2. Duties and Responsibilities. The Advisory Council shall make recommendations to the Children's Cabinet on methods for meeting the policy and program goals of the State for integrated children and family programs and coordinating State programs with those operated by local governments, Local Management Boards, and private groups. 

F. Local Coordinating Councils are hereby established in Baltimore City and each county in the State. The Councils shall have such duties and responsibilities as may be assigned by the Children's Cabinet or by regulation. 

1. Membership. Each Local Coordinating Council shall consist of a representative from: 

a. The Department of Juvenile Services; 

b. The Developmental Disabilities Administration of the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene; 

c. The Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration of the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene; 

d. The local health department; 

e. The local department of social services; 

f. The local office of the Division of Rehabilitation Services of the Department of Education; 

g. The local management board for the subdivision; 

h. The local Core Service Agency, as designated under Title 10, Subtitle 12 of the Health - General Article; and 

i. A parent, parent advocate, or both, appointed by the Chairperson of the Local Coordinating Council. 

2. An individual recommended by the local Board of Education may be appointed by the Chairperson. 

3. The Local Coordinating Council shall select a Chairperson from among its members. 

4. Local Coordinating Councils shall be part of the Local Management Boards for administrative, staffing and budgetary purposes, but shall be independent of the Local Management Board in their review and recommendations regarding individual plans of care. 

5. The agencies of the Children's Cabinet shall establish regulations as necessary to implement this Executive Order. 

6. Each agency of the Children's Cabinet shall take immediate measures to adopt the provisions of COMAR Title 1, Subtitle 4 as its agency's regulations, to the extent practicable. 

G. Except as otherwise provided by law or this Executive Order, all existing policies and procedures, contracts, property, and other duties and responsibilities associated with the Subcabinet for Children, Youth, and Families and the Governor's Office of Children, Youth, and Families shall continue in effect under the Children's Cabinet and the Governor's Office for Children, respectively, unless completed, withdrawn, cancelled, or modified or otherwise changed pursuant to law. 

Agency Contact
Kitty Nelson
Systems of Care Specialist

Voice:  410-767-6209



Fax:
410-333-5248
Email:
knelson@ocyf.state.md.us
Maryland Department of Disabilities 

Provision of Educational Services

The mission of the Maryland Department of Disabilities (MDOD) is to empower individuals with disabilities to achieve their personal and professional goals in communities where they live. The Department of Disabilities provides information and referral to individuals with disabilities and their families on a variety of issues, including education.

MDOD oversees the creation and implementation of the Maryland State Disabilities Plan, which delineates a unified vision for people with disabilities, measurable outcomes, and responsible units of government for specified action steps.  In addition, MDOD has the authority to review and refocus regulatory provisions governing services to people with disabilities, refocus budget priorities and implement performance outcomes measured by consumer satisfaction.

Sources of Funding

State general funds.

Reimbursement Terms, Conditions and Procedures

Federal Statues

State Statutes

MD. State Government Code Ann. §9-1101

Agency Policies, Guidelines and Grant Criteria 

Other Activities

The Maryland Department of Disabilities develops, and annually updates, the State Disabilities Plan, which serves as the blueprint to improve services to people with disabilities throughout State government. The plan focuses on 10 areas and includes action steps in each to ensure immediate and progressive improvement in service delivery. 
Agency Contact

Lynell Otto

Director of Children's Policy

Voice:
410-767-3649 

1-800-637-4113 voice/tty

Fax:
410-333-6674

Email:
lotto@mdod.state.md.us 
Maryland School for the Blind (MSB)

Provision of Educational Services

The Maryland School for the Blind provides a wide range of services to a diverse student body from infancy through age 21.  Our School's mission is to educate children and youth who are blind and visually impaired, including those with multiple disabilities, for functional independence. We prepare each student for his/her future, whether it is to attend college, get a job, or live in the community with continuing supervision and support.

The one thing all of our students have in common is their visual impairment.  In addition, many also have learning, emotional, and physical disabilities. Since first opening our doors in 1853, we have maintained our commitment to serving the whole child, not just the disability.  As the state's premier resource for blind and visually impaired children and youth, we serve more than 700 students throughout the state - in their homes, schools and communities as well as on campus. Each referred student is assessed to determine the most appropriate educational program, setting and support service to assure that student's success.  

Our dedicated team of highly qualified professionals tailors the services we offer to meet each student's individual needs. In addition to the basics - math, reading, science, social studies and vocational education - students who attend our school receive therapeutic and health care support to assist in overcoming barriers to their progress.

Every enrolled student, regardless of ability, has the opportunity to take part in numerous extracurricular activities.  Our sports program includes swimming, bowling, goal ball, track and wrestling.  Students also take part in chorus and musical stage productions, and can join service clubs, the student council, scouting, and art clubs.

On Campus Programs
EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM 

Serving blind or visually impaired infants, toddlers and preschoolers through the age of 5, this early intervention program is generally provided to families within the home environment. Special pre-school classes are offered on our campus.

EXPANDED ACADEMICS PROGRAM

Serving students whose primary disability is blindness or visual impairment, this program leads to a standard diploma or focuses on a functional academic skills curriculum. For students in need of intensive instruction in specific skills related to a visual disability, a short-term placement option is available. When appropriate, students in this program attend classes at both our local public schools as well as on our campus.

L.I.F.E. PROGRAM

(Learning in Functional Environments) - Serving students with severe or profound disabilities in addition to their blindness or visual impairment, this program provides training in activities of daily living, life skills and community integration. Instruction is designed to prepare students for anticipated life circumstances following completion of the program.

STRUCTURED TEACHING PROGRAM

Serving students who are blind or visually impaired with disorders of communicating and relating, including those on the Autism Spectrum, this program emphasizes the development of functional life skills.  Highly structured, sensory controlled environments provide needed support for effective learning.

Our Curriculum
One hundred eighty students are enrolled in our day school and residential program.  These are students whose educational requirements are best met through an   intensive and highly specialized program of instruction and therapeutic intervention. Our educational program is guided by the provisions of No Child Left Behind and Maryland's Voluntary State Curriculum that has been developed to enhance student achievement on state mandated tests.  Our classes are taught by highly qualified teachers, most of whom hold certifications in multiple areas of specialization.

In addition, our Expanded Core Curriculum offerings meet the unique needs of our students so that they may access the regular curriculum and be prepared for their future. We teach our students how to:

Read using Braille or other media to access printed inform

Use their remaining vision

Travel safely using orientation and mobility skills

Make/keep friends and relate to adults

Care for themselves (or with support) by learning how to cook, balance a checkbook, wash their clothes, etc.

Learn about careers and develop critical job skills

Services to Students Throughout the State
We believe that, to the extent possible, every student should be educated at the local school within the student’s home.  Of the more than 700 Maryland students with whom we work each year, over 500 are served within their local communities or through special, time-limited programs provided on our campus.  

Outreach Services include the following:

Diagnostic evaluations to assist the local school plan the students’ program

Provision of textbooks in Braille, large print or audio format

One-to-one instruction in local community travel skills

Technology training for students to assist the educational process

Teachers of the visually impaired available to support local school systems

Extended School Year Program to prevent the occurrence of significant regressive loss of educational achievements due to summer breaks

Transition to Life Program for students with visual impairment from throughout the state  focused on teaching skills needed to be successful in the world of work and living as independent adults.

Sources of Funding
General Funds from the State of Maryland, via legislative appropriations (80-85%) (MSB/MSDE State Agreement)

Enhanced funding from the State and local school systems

Federally funded grants

Donations and contributions from the private sector

Accreditation
National Accreditation Council for Agencies Serving the Blind and Visually Handicapped

Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools

Reimbursement Terms And Conditions
Medicaid reimbursement from the State for some MSB students

Federal Statutes
Part B Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 97, reauthorized

State Statutes
COMAR 13A.05.01 and .02, Annotated Code of Maryland 8-306, 8-307

Agency Policies, Guidelines And Grant Criteria
The Maryland School for the Blind Special Education Procedures Handbook

The Maryland School for the Blind Employee Handbook

The Maryland School for the Blind Parents Student Handbook

Other Activities
MSB is involved with national organizations serving the Blind; Council of Schools for the Blind; Council for Exceptional Children Div. on Visual Impairments; Association for the Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired. MSB is also involved with the Eastern Athletic Association for the Blind. MSB is also an ex officio trustee of the American Printing House for the Blind. MSB works with National, State, and local consumer groups.

Agency Contact
Elaine Sveen

President and Chief Executive Officer

Voice:
410-444-5000

Fax:
410-319-5719
Email:
elaines@mdschblind.org

Maryland School for the Deaf ( MSD)

Provision of Educational Services

MSD provides early childhood, elementary, middle school and high school academic, prevocational, transitioning and PE services in an academic setting for deaf children aged 3-21, following a general education/public school curriculum (“The Essential Curriculum.”).  MSD also provides specialized educational services to deaf children with special needs and deaf children needing an enhanced program of services. 

Additional services provided, as determined by the IEP Team, include evaluation and therapy in:




physical therapy



occupational therapy



speech therapy



sign language



auditory services



psychological counseling for the child and/or family, crisis intervention.

Other services provided:



a) assistive technology, if needed



b) transition coordination for students aged 14 and above



c) “Child Find” activities - via Family Education and Early Identification Department in collaboration with Maryland Infants and Toddlers, serving deaf infants and toddlers ages 0-5 and their parents, throughout the State of Maryland.  These are referred to us via the parents themselves, doctors and clinics, as well as through interagency collaboration and MOUs with ITPs in various counties.  Older children are referred by parents, county agencies, doctors, hospitals, or find us via the MSD web site.



d) The total sign language visual environment of MSD allows deaf children to be educated here in the least restrictive environment where all staff who have contact with the children (teachers, aides, principals, speech therapists, audiologists, psychologists, OT/PT, and other professionals) know sign language.  In addition, some support staff in the infirmary, maintenance, and dietary also know sign language.

Deaf adult role models are visible in all areas of school life: Superintendent, Assistant Principals, Department Heads, teachers, aides, residence hall personnel, librarians, clerical staff, computer tech, dietary and maintenance truly make this the least restrictive environment for deaf students.



e) Other programs and related services provided on campus:



-driver’s education



-foreign languages



-art, drama



-computer education

-athletics: club, city youth leagues, intramural, JV and Varsity sports (with public schools, and schools for deaf children and youth.

Sources of Funding

General Funds from the State of Maryland, via legislative appropriations; Part B Federal Funds including Medical Assistance,  and ESEA Title V, Part A federal funds, as amended by Public Law 107-110 and approved funding to carry out programs and activities as described in NCLB Act of 2001 Title V allowable activities; as well as Enhanced Program reimbursable funds via MSDE. MSD has the ability to charge tuition for out-of-state students who meet admission standards and are admitted, but that has been a minimal source of funding to date.

Reimbursement Terms, Conditions and Procedures

Specific funding for the MSD Enhanced Program is made possible by Reimbursable Funds from MSDE. Program procedures for obtaining these funds are outlined by the MSDE/MSD MOU and are the MSD Enhanced Program Admissions Policy. 


Federal Statutes

Aside from IDEA 2004, Part B, statutes or regulations governing funding and provision of services include:

The 1964 Civil Rights Act and Amendments, the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 34, Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR), General Education Provisions Act (GEPA), Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 

State Statutes

Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article §8-304; §8-310.1; §8-310.2

COMAR 13A.05.01 and .02;

DHMH 10.09.36, .40, .50 and .52, as well as .25

Agency Policies, Guidelines and Grant Criteria

MSD’s Special Education Handbook, 2004 (i.e. PASS) and the MSD Parent-Student Handbook 2004-05 (updated yearly.)

Other Activities

MSD is involved with national organizations serving the deaf: Council of American Instructors of the Deaf (CAID), an organization of educators of the deaf in the United States and Canada with the object of “promotion of the education of the deaf on the broadest, most advanced and practical lines,” and for that purpose “to secure the harmonious union in the organization of all persons actually engaged in educating the deaf in America;” and Conference of Educational Administrators of Schools and Programs for the Deaf (CEASD), whose mission is “to promote excellence within a continuum of equitable educational opportunities for all children and adults who are deaf or hard of hearing.”  CEASD also advocates “on behalf of individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing and support the efficient, effective management of schools, programs, program service centers, and governmental units offering educational and related programs and services.”


Agency Contact

James E. Tucker

Superintendent

Voice:
301-360-2005
Fax:
301-360-1400
Email:
tuckerja@msd.edu
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PROCEDURES FOR THE RESOLUTION OF INTERAGENCY DISPUTES FOR 

MARYLAND’S CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES AGED 3-21
I.
GENERAL PRINCIPLES

A.
Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA 2004) requires the State to assure all children with disabilities aged 3 through 21 residing in the State have the right to a free appropriate public education (FAPE).  This responsibility is to be shared by the State education agency, local school systems, state-operated programs which provide educational services, and non-educational public agencies, in accordance with the terms of an interagency agreement for the coordination of services to students with disabilities. [20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(1)]

B.
 The interagency agreement must include a procedure for “resolving interagency disputes (including procedures under which [local school systems] may initiate proceedings) under the agreement to secure reimbursement from other agencies or otherwise implement the provisions of the agreement.”  [20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(12)]

C.
During the pendency of any such dispute, the student must continue to receive appropriate services.  [20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(12)]

D.
This procedure will apply to any dispute regarding financial responsibility or coordination of services to a student or students with disabilities which: 



1.
arises between a state or local education agency or state operated educational program and a noneducational public agency, or between noneducational public agencies; and



2.
affects the delivery of a service or services included in the student’s Individualized Education Program.

II.
DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCEDURE 

A.
Initiation of Dispute



1.
Public agency parties to a dispute are encouraged to resolve their disagreements at the local (or, in the case of state-operated program, school-based level) either:




a.
Informally; or

 


b.
Through any established local processes for resolution of disputes regarding services to children, including local interagency agreements, procedures developed by Local Management Boards, or other mechanisms which may be developed within the local jurisdiction for this purpose.



2.
The Maryland State Department of Education (“MSDE”) will provide technical assistance to aid in the informal resolution of a local dispute at the request of any party. 


B.
Referral of Dispute to MSDE



1.
If the parties are unable to resolve their dispute at the local level, either party may submit the dispute to MSDE’s Division of Special Education and Early Intervention Services on a Maryland Request for Interagency Dispute Resolution form (attached).



2.
Upon receipt of the request, MSDE will, within 5 work days:

a.
Review the request to determine if emergency handling is required;

b.
Assign financial responsibility for the services at issue during the pendency of the dispute, in accordance with Section 3, below; and

c.
Refer the dispute to the Governor’s Children’s Cabinet 
 for resolution.



3.
During the pendency of any dispute, MSDE may assign temporary financial responsibility for the service(s) at issue to one of the following:

a.
To the local school system;

b.
To the agency or agencies currently providing the service in dispute;

c.
If neither option a. nor b. is appropriate or feasible, to the Children’s Cabinet Fund after notice to the fiscal agent for the Fund and Children’s Cabinet members.


C.
Children’s Cabinet Dispute Resolution Process

1.
Upon receipt of a dispute resolution request referred by MSDE, the Partnership Team will place the matter on the agenda of its next scheduled meeting.

2.
Parties to the dispute may be invited to present their positions at the Partnership Team meeting, or to provide documentation supporting those positions prior to the meeting.

3. The Partnership Team will seek to resolve the dispute by consensus.  In the event that consensus cannot be reached, the resolution will be determined by majority vote.

 4.
The Partnership Team shall designate a person or office to facilitate rapid resolution by the Partnership Team members, by teleconference or other means, of disputes of an emergency nature.

5.
Timelines for dispute resolution except in emergency cases, are as follows:

a.
The Partnership Team shall resolve a dispute within 60 days of receipt of the request at MSDE, unless the parties to the dispute agree to a longer period.

b.
The party responsible for implementing a Partnership Team dispute resolution decision shall do so within 30 days, including reimbursement for costs of the service at issue during the pendency of the dispute if appropriate, unless the Partnership Team agrees to a different period.



6.
MSDE will monitor implementation of the Partnership's Team's decision, and the Partnership Team may refer an agency’s failure to fully implement its decision to the Children’s Cabinetfor Children, Youth and Families.


D.
Relationship With Other IDEA Dispute Resolution Mechanisms



1.
If a dispute submitted under this procedure is also the subject of a due process hearing or mediation under Md. Ann. Code, Educ. Art. §8-413, or any contested case adjudication process contained in the laws governing the administration of a non-educational agency party to the dispute:

a.
The Partnership Team will stay any action until after the due process proceedings are completed.

b.
The hearing decision or mediation agreement will be binding on the parties to the dispute, and any appeal of that decision must be made through the appeal process set forth in §8-413 or other applicable State law.



2.
If a dispute submitted under this procedure is also the subject of a written complaint to MSDE under COMAR 13A.05.01.15:

a.
MSDE will stay the resolution of any issue raised in the complaint that is also the subject of a dispute until the dispute resolution process is completed.

b.
The Partnership Team decision will be binding on the complaint investigation outcomes related to the disputed issue.

 

3. This procedure is not intended to supplant the decision-making processes of the Local Coordinating Councils, State Coordinating Council, or Local Management Boards through the Executive Order. Questions regarding the placement of a child or the funding of services included in a child’s IEP should be determined by the LCC, SCC or LMB, may be decided under this procedure only with the agreement of the appropriate LCC, LMB or the SCC.





4. This procedure is available only to the agencies signatory to the Interagency Agreement for Special Education under IDEA, Part B, or to local school systems.  Only those agencies, or local school systems, may initiate or be party to a proceeding under these procedures.

Part B – IDEA

Maryland Request for Interagency Dispute Resolution

This form is to be sent to the Maryland State Department of Education, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services by the local school system in the event that local agencies are unable to agree on the financial responsibility  for services contained in Individualized Education Program (IEP) for children with disabilities aged 3-21, eligible under COMAR 13A.05.01.-02.

Local School System:
_________________________________________

Address:

_________________________________________




_________________________________________




_________________________________________

Contact Person:

_________________________________________

Phone:


_________________________________________

Agencies Involved in the Dispute:

Agency Name:

_________________________________________

Contact Person:

_________________________________________

Address:

_________________________________________




_________________________________________




_________________________________________

Phone:


_________________________________________

Agency Name:

_________________________________________

Contact Person:

_________________________________________

Address:

_________________________________________




_________________________________________




_________________________________________

Phone:


_________________________________________

Agency Name:

_________________________________________

Contact Person:

_________________________________________

Address:

_________________________________________




_________________________________________




_________________________________________

Phone:


_________________________________________

Please attach a complete description of the dispute and supporting documentation, as appropriate.  Do not include any personally identifiable information about children or their families.

Signed:

_______________________________________________  Date:  ____________

Position:
_________________________________________________________________

Address:
_________________________________________________________________

Phone:

_________________________________________________________________

Send this form and attachments to:

Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services

Maryland State Department of Education

200 W. Baltimore Street, Ninth Floor

Baltimore, Maryland 21201




� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���





� All units from the former CCA with the exception of the child care subsidy office has been transferred to MSDE by HB932, Chapter 585, Acts of Law 2005.


� Duties transferred to Children’s Cabinet by Executive Order .01.01.2005.34.
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