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Legislative Background 

• Authorized in 2002 by the Education Sciences Reform              
Act and the Educational Technical Assistance Act 

• The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 
provided $250 million in SLDS funding to expand data systems 
to include postsecondary education and workforce information 

• The grants are cooperative agreements – more active       
federal government involvement than in typical grants 

• 3 to 5 year awards of $1.5 to $19.7 million per State 

• Administered by the institute of Education Sciences               
(IES) of the U.S. Department of Education 

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/SLDS 



Goals of the Program 

Enable grantees to design, develop, and implement SLDSs to efficiently and  
accurately manage, analyze, disaggregate, report, and use individual student data.  
 

The long term goals of this program are to: 

identify successful instructional programs and facilitate use of research to 
improve instruction 
determine whether graduates have knowledge and skills to succeed in 
postsecondary education and the workforce 
simplify the processes used by state education agencies to make 
educational data transparent through local, state, and federal reporting 
support informed decisionmaking at all levels of the education system 
permit the generation and use of accurate and timely data 
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Eligible Applicants 

Eligible applicants include the state education 
agencies of: 

• 50 States  

• District of Columbia 

• Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 

• United States Virgin Islands 

• American Samoa 

• Guam 

• Commonwealth of the Northern          
Mariana Islands 
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Grant Awards Status 
To date, 41 states and the District 
of Columbia have been awarded 
SLDS grants totaling $515M: 
 • FY06: November 2005 – 14                                                                   FY07 

grantees awarded over $52M 

• FY07: June 2007 – 13 grantees                                                                   
awarded over $62M 

• FY09: April 2009 – 27 grantees                           
FY09 
ARRA                                              FY09 

awarded over $150M 

• FY09 ARRA: May 2010 –                                                                                       
Fourth competition announced under the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) awarded $250M to 20 states 
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Program Evolution 

FY06, FY07  
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Grantee States 



 

  
  

Grantee States 
2006

 

 
• Alaska 
• Arkansas 
• California 
• Connecticut 
• Florida 
• Kentucky 
• Maryland 
• Michigan 
• Minnesota 
• Pennsylvania 
• Ohio 
• South Carolina 
• Tennessee 
• Wisconsin 

2007
 

 

 
• Arizona 
• Colorado 
• District of Columbia 
• Indiana 
• Kansas 
• Maine 
• Nebraska 
• Nevada 
• New Hampshire 
• North Carolina 
• Oregon 
• Utah 
• Virginia 

2009
 

 
•

 

Arkansas • Ohio 
• California • Oregon 
• Connecticut • Pennsylvania 
• Florida • Rhode Island 
• Georgia • Texas 
• Hawaii • Washington 
• Idaho • Wisconsin 
• Illinois 
• Iowa 
• Kansas 
• Kentucky 
• Louisiana 
• Maryland 
• Massachusetts 
• Michigan 
• Mississippi 
• Missouri 
• Montana 
• New York 
• North Dakota 

2009 ARRA 
• Arkansas

 

 
• Colorado 
• Florida 
• Illinois 
• Kansas 
• Maine 
• Massachusetts 
• Michigan 
• Minnesota 
• Mississippi 
• New York 
• Ohio 
• Oregon 
• Pennsylvania 
• South Carolina 
• Texas 
• Utah 
• Virginia 
• Washington 
• Wisconsin 



Planned Activities: FY2009 ARRA Grants 
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Grants Management and Monitoring 

“GRADS 360°”:  
Database organizes and 
provides easy access to 
grants information (e.g., 
project plans, budgets, 
contact information, etc.)  



Grantee Activities & Resources 

     Conference Calls: Regular call updates are held between 
grantee Project Directors and SLDS Program Officers 

SLDS program website:  
Includes links to 
presentations from 
conferences, state web 
pages, and other related 
resources 

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/SLDS 



Grantee Activities & Resources (continued) 

“LDS Share”:  
Online resource lets 
education agencies 
share helpful documents 
related to SLDS design, 
implementation and use 

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/SLDS 



Grantee Activities & Resources (continued) 

“Features Matrix”:            
At-a-glance view 
of grantees’ 
progress towards 
SLDS components 
and capabilities 

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/SLDS 



Grantee Activities & Resources (continued) 

Grantee Webinars:  
Monthly “webinar” 
discussions hosted by a 
grantee team to share 
best practices and give 
states a forum to 
discuss issues of 
interest 

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/SLDS 



Grantee Activities & Resources (continued) 
Personnel Exchange Network: Enables state staff to visit other education 
agencies to learn and share knowledge with colleagues across state lines 

 



Grantee Activities & Resources (continued) 

Expert Consultants:  
Technical assistance is 
available to grantee states 
through non-governmental 
organizations and technical 
consultants.  

Past assistance has covered 
issues such as: 
• Course code integration 
• Data model validation 
• Data dictionary/data 

mapping 
• Governance planning 
• Strategic SIF planning & 

gap analysis 
 



Grantee Activities & Resources (continued) 

• Grantee Conference 

• Presentations and Meetings 

• Traveling Through Time: The Forum Guide to LDSs 

• SLDS Grantee Listserv 

• Small Group Calls and Fast-Response Webinars 

• Sub-topic Workgroups 

• On-Site Technical Assistance 

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/SLDS 



Issues Identified through the Program 

• FERPA – data access for 
organizations 

• State procurement issues with 
grant implementation – often takes 
longer than originally planned 

• State education agencies as 
facilitating organization – new role 
for state collaboration 

• Sustainability at the state level – 
impact of state economy 

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/SLDS 



Lessons Learned: 
Successful Strategies for SLDS Development 

“It’s not just an IT project” “State-managed, locally-operated” 

“Communicate  
up and out” 

“Know who’s in charge” 



Contact Information 

Website:  http://nces.ed.gov/programs/SLDS/  
 

NCES Staff: 
 

                   Tate Gould, PhD           
                   Senior Program Officer, SLDS Grant Program 
                   Tate.Gould@ed.gov, 202-219-7080 
 

                   Emily Anthony  
                   Program Officer, SLDS Grant Program 
                   Emily.Anthony@ed.gov, 202-502-7495 
 

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/SLDS 

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/SLDS/
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