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a study of the Gospel according to Matthew 
Matthew 21:18-22 

 
* Happy (ten years at this location) anniversary! 

 What can a story about a fig tree tell us about our future? 
 Matthew's story about the fig tree can tell us that … 
 
1. Jesus expects us to be fruitful. 

 Now in the morning, when He returned to the city, 
 He became hungry. (18) And seeing a lone fig tree by the road, 
 He came to it, and found nothing on it except leaves only; (19a-c) 

 and He said to it, "No longer shall there ever be any fruit from you." 
 And at once the fig tree withered. (19d-f) 

 …walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, 
 bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of 
 God; (Colossians 1:10) 

 "By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, 
 and so prove to be My disciples." (John 15:8) 
 
2. Being fruitful is the result of being faithful. 

 And seeing this, the disciples marveled, 
 saying, "How did the fig tree wither at once?" (20) 

 "I am the vine, you are the branches; 
 he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; 
 for apart from Me you can do nothing." (John 15:5) 

 "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away 
 as a branch, and dries up;" (John 15:6a-c) 
 
3. Our faith will determine our future. 

 And Jesus answered and said to them, "Truly I say to you, 
 if you have faith, and do not doubt, you shall not only do what 
 was done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, 
 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' it shall happen." (21) 

 "And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive." (22) 

 (Jesus said) "All things are possible to him who believes." (Mark 9:23) 

 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, (Hebrews 11:6a) 
 

So what's it going to be for the next ten years, 

fruit or foliage? 

 


