
Glossary 

OVERALL 

Peel (Total Population): Includes all non-immigrants, immigrants, and non-permanent residents 

Peel (Immigrant Population): Includes individuals who are or have been landed immigrants/permanent 
residents. Individuals were granted the right to live in Canada permanently by immigration authorities. 
Immigrants include all individuals who have landed in Canada prior to May 10th 2011. 

Newcomer: Refers to the immigrant population who landed in Canada between the years of 2006 to 
2011.  

DEMOGRAPHICS 

Visible Minority: As per The Employment Equity Act, visible minorities are defined as ‘individuals, other 
than Aboriginal people, who are non-Caucasian in race, or non-white in skin colour.’ 

o How we did it! 
 To calculate the proportion of individuals in each of our top 3 visible minority 

categories we used the following equation: 
 
[(Top Visible Minority)/(“Total visible minority population”)]*100 
 
“Total visible minority population” consists of individuals who are considered 
other than Aboriginal, who are non-Caucasian in race, or non-white in colour. 
This means that the proportion of visible minorities does not take total 
population into consideration. 

South Asian: refers to East Indian, Pakistani, Sri Lankan, etc. 

Southeast Asian: refers to Vietnamese, Cambodian, Malaysian, Laotian, etc. 

West Asian: refers to Iranian, Afghan, etc. 

EMPLOYMENT & EDUCATION 

Labour Force: The labour force is comprised of residents who are either employed or are unemployed 
but actively seeking employment. Individuals who are not part of the labour force include individuals 
between the ages of 15 to 65 who are not actively seeking employment. 

Participation Rate: The participation rate measures the total labour force (comprised of those who are 
employed and unemployed, combined) expressed as a percentage of the population aged 15 years and 
older. To calculate participation rate, Statistics Canada used the following equation: [(“In the labour 
force”/“Total – Labour Force Status”)*100]. 

 



 

Employment Rate: The employment rate measures the number of employed individuals expressed as a 
percentage of the population aged 15 years and older. To calculate employment rate, Statistics Canada 
used the following equation: [(“Employed”/”Total – Labour Force Status”)*100]. 

Unemployment rate: The unemployment rate measures the number of unemployment expressed as a 
percentage of the total labour force (employed and unemployed). To calculate unemployment rate, 
Statistics Canada used the following equation: [(“Unemployment”/”In the labour force”)*100]. 

Major Field of Study: refers to an individual’s highest certificate, diploma, or degree above the high 
school or secondary school level. It is based off of the Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) 
Canada 2011. 

o How we did it 
 To calculate the proportion of individuals in each of the top 5 major fields study, 

as well as individuals with no post-secondary education, we used the following 
equations: 

[(“No Post-Secondary Education”)/(“Total – Major Field of Study”)]*100 

    Or 

[(Top Major Field of Study)/(“Total – Major Field of Study”)]*100 

This proportion is based off the population of individuals who are 15 years and 
older, whose highest certificate, diploma, or degree is above the high school or 
secondary school level. ( http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-
enm/2011/ref/dict/pop156-eng.cfm) 

Industry: This classification convention is based off of the 2007 2-digit North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS). The NAICS provides comparability among the three North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) trading partners (Canada, United States, and Mexico). 

o How we did it! 
 To calculate the proportion of individuals in each of our top 5 industry 

categories we used the following equation: 

[(Top Industry)/(“All Industries”)]*100 

This means that unemployed individuals aged 15 years and over, who have 
never worked for pay or in self-employment or who had last worked prior to 
January 1st 2010 only, are not included. Those who are included consist of 
persons who, during the week of Sunday May 1st to Saturday May 7th 2011, 
were employed, and the unemployed who had last worked for pay or in self-
employment in either 2010 or 2011. 

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/ref/dict/pop156-eng.cfm
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/ref/dict/pop156-eng.cfm


 

INCOME & HOUSING 

After-Tax Income: refers to total income from all sources minus federal, provincial and territorial income 
taxes paid for 2010. 

Mobility Status: refers to the status of a person with regards to the place of residence on the reference 
day, May 10th 2011, in relation to the place of residence on the same date five years earlier on May 10th 
2006.  

Shelter-Cost-To-Income Ratio: refers to the proportion of average monthly 2010 total household 
income, which is spent on owner’s major payments (in the case of owner-occupied dwellings) or on 
gross rent (in the case of tenant-occupied dwellings). Expenses include month rent (for tenants) or 
mortgage payments, property taxes and condominium fees (for owners), and the cost of electricity, 
heat, municipal services, etc.  

LANGUAGES 

Chinese, n.o.s.: refers individuals who responded to “Chinese” as well as Chinese languages other than 
Cantonese, Mandarin, Taiwanese, Chaochow (Teochow), Fukien, Hakka, and Shanghainese.  

Niger-Congo Languages, n.i.e.: refers to Niger-Congo languages other than, Akan (Twi), Bantu 
Languages, Edo, Igbo, Wolof, Bamanankan, Ewe, and Ga. 

Semitic Languages, n.i.e.: refers to Semitic languages other than Amharic, Arabic, Hebrew, Maltese, or 
Tigrigna 

o How we did it! 
 To calculate the proportion of individuals in each of our top 5 industry 

categories we used the following equation: 

[(Top Industry)/(“All Industries”)]*100 

This means that unemployed individuals aged 15 years and over, who have 
never worked for pay or in self-employment or who had last worked prior to 
January 1st 2010 only, are not included. Those who are included consist of 
persons who, during the week of Sunday May 1st to Saturday May 7th 2011, 
were employed, and the unemployed who had last worked for pay or in self-
employment in either 2010 or 2011. 

 

 


