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HIS INSPIRED WORD

Titus 2:1

“Speak thou the things which become sound doctrine.” The word, “speak” here is used in the sense of preaching. Speak, declare, proclaim, and preach sound doctrine. Preach God’s inspired word. To have evangelistic impact, we must preach the word. To raise a spiritually healthy church, we must preach the word. To restrain the false prophets and limit their influence, we must preach the word. To fulfil God’s purpose for ministry, we must preach the word. To establish new converts and strengthen the believers so that they are no more children tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine, we must preach the word. To train, equip and raise a new generation of  leaders, we must preach the word. To make the church steadfast in turbulent times, we must preach the word. To encourage and help the persecuted to have staying power, we must preach the word. To prepare God’s people for the coming of Christ, we must preach the word. Both in public declaration and private conversation, we must speak only the things that become (that are fitting for) sound doctrine.

The word, “speak” is in the present imperative, conveying the idea of continuity and persistence. It is a command. Titus was not to be intimidated by the number or the fanatical zeal of the many false prophets in the land. He was to boldly declare God’s saving truth. He was to be as aggressive in preaching sound doctrine as the false teachers were in spreading unwholesome doctrine. He was to be more zealous in preaching God’s inspired word than the false prophets were in teaching their damning error. In spite of the proliferation of commercial, religious assemblies, speak the things that become sound doctrine. Despite the multiplicity of churches devoted to error and falsehood, affirm and preach the word that has power to transform lives. Be not afraid, speak. Do not compromise, speak. Neither give up nor give in, speak. Be bold in the evil day, speak. For the sake of souls, speak. To rescue the perishing, speak.

1.
THE COMMAND TO SPEAK GOD’S INSPIRED WORD

Titus 2:1; Deuteronomy 5:27; Jeremiah 1:7-9,17; 26:2; Acts 5:19,20; 18:9-11; Titus 2:15; 2 Timothy 4:1-5.

Titus was not only commissioned, he was commanded to speak, to preach. No other activity, however important or significant can be an acceptable substitute. To study is a necessary discipline, but he must preach. To develop himself might be a worthy goal, but he must preach. To raise a family and provide for the family cannot be neglected, but he must preach. To pray and have a deep, private devotional life is desirable, but he must preach. To lead and organize is indispensable, but he must preach. Speak! Speak the word to the congregation; speak the word to individuals, too.

This command is as old as the early days of the Old Testament. The servants and messengers of God were commanded to speak God’s incorruptible word. Even when their audience breathed threats and hatred, that did not excuse or release them from the responsibility. The command was not withdrawn, they were still to speak. Isaiah was to cry aloud and speak the word with conviction. Jeremiah was to speak without fear even when his life was threatened. Ezekiel was to speak boldly whether the people will hear or forbear. All the prophets were sent to speak and they were not to fear the faces of men.

There were many wonderful ministries in the New Testament but preaching was the central, indispensable work. There are many commands in the New Testament but the command to speak and preach stands out above all others. The command is extensive and universal. The command is no longer limited to a few prophets and apostles. We are all commanded to speak. In the New Testament, persecution, imprisonment, suffering, poverty, antagonism and violent opposition by the authorities were common but preaching continued in the midst of them all. After being beaten, the apostles continued to speak. After being chased out of their houses, they continued to speak. As they were scattered everywhere, they continued to speak. We must speak. It is a task that must be done. Preach the word; preach God’s inspired word. Preach sound doctrine. Disobedience to this command renders obedience in all other areas and to all other commands incomplete. Speak!
2.      THE COURAGE TO SPEAK GOD’S INFALLIBLE WORD

Titus 2:1; 2 Chronicles 18:4-13,23-27; Jeremiah 1:17-19; Ezekiel 2:6-10; 3:1-11; Amos 7:8-15; 8:11-14; Acts 4:17-20,29; 14:19-22; Ephesians 6:18-20; 1 Thessalonians 2:4-6.

Many Bible characters were courageous without being conscious of their courage. Like many other virtues received by grace and manifested for God’s glory, the possessors are not usually conscious of possessing them. Possessors of humility are not always conscious of being humble. Think of Moses before Pharaoh, Samuel revealing the vision to Eli, David before Goliath, Elijah confronting Ahab, Daniel speaking to Nebuchadnezzar or Belshazzar. They were courageous without stopping to check on their boldness. Peter before the council, Paul before kings, Jews or the Gentiles, Stephen in Jerusalem, Philip in Samaria all fulfilled their assigned tasks courageously without being conscious of how courageous they were. We breathe best when we are not conscious of breathing. Our courage fails and falters when we become too self-conscious. When we abandon ourselves to our task and focus on our responsibility, not being mindful of pain or pleasure, gain or loss, praise or blame, we manifest courage without being conscious of it. Courageous leaders do whatever they have to do in spite of how they feel internally. While concentrating on what they have to do, their fears leave and courage quietly takes possession of them. Pray and stand on God’s promises; commit yourself in faithfulness to God; care not for the cost or consequence of obeying God; abandon and addict yourself to what you are called to do. Fear and cowardice will leave, courage will take over. With faith, conviction and courage, you will speak. Forget yourself and focus on your task. Speak.

3.
THE CONSEQUENCE OF SPEAKING GOD’S IRRESISTIBLE WORD

Titus 2:1; Jeremiah 23:28,29; Ezekiel 37:1-10; Jonah 3:1-10; Acts 2:14,37-42; 8:5-8,12; 14:1-3; 10:44-48; Romans 10:17; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Hebrews 4:12; Matthew 8:8.

The command given to Titus was purposeful and profitable. Good things happen when we speak God’s inspired, infallible, incorruptible, irresistible word. Sinners are convicted, awakened, led to repentance and converted; backsliders are restored; babes in Christ are fed and nurtured; faith is made active in the heart; the sick are healed; the afflicted and oppressed are delivered and set free; Christians grow in knowledge and grace; hope becomes lively and love becomes active; error is exposed and truth is brought to light; Christians are renewed and the church is revived; the Holy Spirit, through the knowledge of the truth, produces His fruit in believers and also imparts power. Therefore, “speak thou the things which become sound doctrine.”

Speak, preach the word. Hold not thy peace, speak. Let nothing silence you, speak. Let no one muzzle your mouth, speak. Let no sin have dominion over you, thereby destroying your boldness, speak. Let not your conscience reproach you, speak. Let not sinners intimidate you, speak. Look not for another place or another time. Start where you are, stand firmly and preach without fear or compromise, speak. Speak and “let the earth hear.”
* * * * * * *

Congregational Song:
THY WORD HAVE I HID IN MY HEART
1.
 Thy Word is a lamp to my feet,


 A light to my path alway;


 To guide and to save me from sin,


 And show me the heavenly way.



 Thy word have I hid in my  heart,...



 That I might not sin against Thee,...



 That I might not sin, that I might not sin 



 Thy word have I hid in my heart.

2.
 Forever, O Lord, is Thy word 


 Established and fixed on high;


 Thy faithfulness unto all men 


 Abideth forever nigh.

3.
 At morning, at noon and at night


 I ever will give Thee praise;


 For Thou art my portion,O Lord,


 And shall be through all my days!

4.
 Thro’ Him whom Thy Word hath foretold,


 The Saviour and Morning Star,


 Salvation and peace have been bro’t

        To those who have strayed afar.
