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THE BLESSEDNESS OF LIVING AND SUFFERING FOR CHRIST

1 Peter 3:13-17
This practical Epistle teaches on christian character in a hostile and threatening world. In a world of suffering, the Christian is shown the path of holiness and hope.  Our life on earth, a time of probation is a time of testing and trials, a time of persecution and suffering, a time of patient endurance and unceasing labour, a time of refining and preparation for a glorious future. Peter, inspired by the Spirit of God, exhorts us not to count our troubles and trials a strange thing.  Suffering is real in the world. Even Christ, the perfect Son of God had His share of suffering (a great share it was) when He was here on earth. Every follower of Christ will have his share of some suffering on earth.

Yet, our suffering or persecution does not necessarily hinder our happiness, usefulness and fulfilment in life. John Bunyan suffered imprisonment for his faith; yet, he wrote the Pilgrim’s Progress in the prison. George Handel was paralysed and had creditors threatening him with imprisonment while he composed ‘the Messiah’. John Milton who wrote the book ‘Paradise Lost, Paradise Regained’ was blind. History is full of people who were mightily used of God in the midst of their suffering. "And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose" (Romans 8:28).

1.  THE CHARACTER AND CONDUCT OF SUFFERING SAINTS
1 Peter 3:13,14; 1 Thessalonians 5:15; 3 John 11; 1 Peter 4:13-16; Matthew 5:10; Philippians 1:27-30; Isaiah 51:12; John 14:1,27.

Our Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ, went about doing good, and every true follower of Christ will be passionate in doing good. When a Christian is passionate for goodness, wrong things lose their fascination. He is passionate in doing what Jesus would do, desirous to reproduce the life of Christ in goodness. Such a Christian will be protected from harm by God; he may have some difficulties but there will be no damage to his soul.


Jesus was good, perfectly good; yet, He was persecuted by wicked men. The  Apostles spent their lives wholly in doing good and they did not escape suffering and persecution. A Christian of a holy and pure life will be under God’s protection; yet, his holy character and conduct cannot totally shield him from persecution. Satan and the world hate Christ and His followers. "Be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled". The true Christian has nothing to fear; his heavenly Father is watching over him and will turn every event in life to his eternal advantage.

2.  THE CONSECRATION AND CONFESSION OF SUFFERING SAINTS


1 Peter 3:15; Isaiah 5:16; 29:23,24; Psalm 119:46-48; Matthew 10:18-20; Acts 4:7-12; 5:29-32; Colossians 4:6.
"But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts". What is meant by sanctifying the Lord? We cannot make Him holy, for He is perfectly holy whatever we do or think of Him. In our hearts and attitude, in our affections and thoughts of Him, we are to regard the Lord God as holy, and act towards Him with reverence and confidence. Knowing that the Lord God is holy and that there can be no unrighteousness in Him will keep our minds calm in trials. We sanctify the Lord in our hearts, we regard Him as perfectly holy and so do not murmur nor charge Him foolishly in our hearts during the time of our suffering. This will also allay all our fears and preserve us from all dread.

"And be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the HOPE that is in you". In our persecution and suffering, we have hope, a lively hope. God’s Word and His unfailing promises give us hope. Our suffering is not in vain. We should be so sure of God’s power and promise of reward that we are willing, able and ready to answer any enquirer. Our answers should be so convincing and Spirit-directed that we are able to win some of our persecutors to our Lord. The answer is to be given "with meekness and fear", that is, with gentleness and godly fear or reverence. 

3.   THE CONSCIENCE AND CONFIDENCE OF SUFFERING SAINTS
1 Peter 3:16,17; Acts 24:16; Romans 9:1; 

2 Corinthians 1:12; Hebrews 13:18; 1 Peter 2:12; 

Titus 2:8; 1 Peter 4:19.
"Having a good conscience ... " What the Christian suffers, and whatever be the accusations of his persecutors, he must see to it that he does not suffer the pangs inflicted by a guilty conscience. By godly actions, springing from pure and righteous motives, he must maintain a good conscience at all times. A Christian with "a good conscience" is a Christian who has been enlightened to know what is right and wrong and who is not doing anything in violation of the Divine law. He has been consistently obedient to God to the limit of the light he has received from the teaching of His Word.

If a so-called Christian is not sufficiently enlightened, he may do wrong and be guilty before God without his conscience pricking him. Paul thought he "ought" to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus (Acts 26:9). Our Lord said that the time would come when whosoever should kill His disciples would think that they were doing God service (John 16:2). When a man is not well-taught and scripturally enlightened, "there is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25). In all our persecution and suffering, we must not do anything against our persecutors that will make us lose "a good conscience".
*  *  *  *  *  *  *

Congregational Song: 
IT  IS  WELL  WITH  MY  SOUL
1.
 When peace, like a river attendeth my way,


 When sorrows, like sea billows roll;


 Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to know,


 “It is well, it is well with my soul.”



  It is well, . . . with my soul . . . 



  It is well, it is well with my soul.

2.
 Tho’ Satan should buffet, if trials should come,


 Let this blest assurance control,


 That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate,


 And hath shed His own blood for my soul.

3.
 My sin - oh, the bliss of this glorious thought -


 My sin - not in part, but the whole,


 Is nailed to His cross: and I bear it no more:


 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,  O my soul.

4.
 For me, be it Christ, be it Christ hence to live!


 If Jordan above me shall roll,


 No pang shall be mine, for in death as in life


 Thou wilt whisper Thy peace to my soul.

5.
 But Lord, ’tis for Thee, for Thy coming we wait,


 The sky, not the grave, is our goal:


 Oh, trump of the angel! oh, voice of the Lord!


 Blessed hope! Blessed rest of my soul.
