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Faith in Blue Jeans 
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Acts 20:1-16 
Pastor Bryan Clark 

 
So just another week in the life of Pastor Clark. First, I was coming into town this week and noticed 
that the car in front of me lost control. It went through the ditch, rolled into the field, and I thought 
I noticed flames in the engine. I was able to get a mother and her young child out of the vehicle 
before it burst into flames. The next day, I’m just eating lunch at a restaurant, and I hear what 
sounds like choking behind me. I turn around, and there’s this man and his face is red, and he was 
clearly choking. So I went up behind him, gave him a couple of squeezes, and dislodged the meat 
that was choking him. Friday evening I’m headed home. I’m just trying to get gas and get home, 
and in the bay next to me, a fight breaks out. I, together with another guy, were able to intervene, 
settle things down, and deescalate it until the police arrived. A week in the life of Pastor 
Clark. (clapping) No, you’re going to want to take your applause back. (laughter) Cause here’s 
the deal. None of that happened. It was just an ordinary week. I get up, go to work, do my thing, 
drive home, eat supper, watch a little TV, maybe go outside, go to bed. The next day I do it all 
over again—because most of life is like that.  
 
You read the book of Acts, and it seems like crazy things are happening every single day. I 
remember hearing John Stott say, “Wherever the Apostle Paul went, they had a riot. Wherever I 
go, they serve tea.” (laughter) It does seem that way. But it’s easy in these narratives to lose track 
of enormous amounts of time, where it was just another ordinary day. Paul would make tents until 
about 11:00 in the morning, probably did teaching during what they would see as the siesta time, 
until about 4:00, then make tents until evening, eat supper, and go to bed. The overwhelming 
majority of his life was like that.   
 
I understand that we gather together. We worship; we encourage one another; we learn from the 
Word. Maybe we put on our nice clothes, and we show up, but our Christian lives are not lived out 
here. They’re lived out in the most ordinary circumstances of life. They’re lived out every day in 
blue jeans. So, if you’re serious about being faithful, you have to learn to be faithful in the ordinary, 
or you’re not going to be faithful at all. That’s what we want to talk about this morning. If you 
have a Bible, turn with us to Acts, Chapter 20. Last week Jeff took us through amazing moments 
in the city of Ephesus. Crazy things were happening—seemingly magic handkerchiefs, demons 
pounce on people and beat them up—this amazing drama in the theater. It seems like every day in 
the life of the Apostle Paul is extraordinary, but chapter 20 couldn’t be more different. Verse 1: 
 

After the uproar had ceased, Paul sent for the disciples, and when he had exhorted 
them and taken his leave of them, he left to go to Macedonia. When he had gone 
through those districts and had given them much exhortation, he came to Greece. 
And there he spent three months, and when a plot was formed against him by the 
Jews as he was about to set sail for Syria, he decided to return through Macedonia. 
And he was accompanied by Sopater of Berea, the son of Pyrrhus, and by Aristarchus 
and Secundus of the Thessalonians, and Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy, and Tychicus 
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and Trophimus of Asia. But these had gone on ahead and were waiting for us at Troas. 
We sailed from Philippi after the days of Unleavened Bread, and came to them at 
Troas within five days; and there we stayed seven days. (*NASB, Acts 20: 1-6) 

 
So, let’s imagine that you’re reading this at home in your quiet time, or this is the text that your 
Bible study is studying. This is one of those passages that you read, and you look at each other 
like, “What do you do with this?” They went from here to here, then here to here, then he went 
from here to there. Oh, and he took some people with him. It’s easy to lose track of how much 
time passes and how many days were just ordinary.  
 
So once things settled down in Ephesus, Paul gathers the disciples, gives them a final exhortation, 
or words of encouragement, and moves on. It is worth noting how often in the book of Acts the 
believers are referred to as disciples. It’s a reminder that the Great Commission was not, “Go and 
make converts.” It was, “Go and make disciples.” It was not, “Go distribute a ticket to heaven.” It 
was, “Build Christ-followers.” There’s a huge difference between a convert and a disciple. The 
plan was to change the world. Paul did not do this by holding evangelistic crusades. He did this by 
planting churches.  
 
The difference between addition and multiplication is significant. Let me see if I can illustrate this.  
This is addition; this is converts; this is distributing a ticket. Let’s imagine that we as a church 
were able to reach 1,000 people per year. We’re distributing a ticket to heaven. In order to reach 
the city of Lincoln, it would take us 300 years. But now let’s imagine multiplication. So, let’s just 
take 3,000 of us who, over the course of a year, just reach one person, and brought that one person 
into the life of the church to be discipled. At the end of the year, we would have 6,000 disciples. 
If we all agreed to do that again, we would have 12,000 disciples. It would take us roughly seven 
years to reach the population of Lincoln.  
 
When Paul was going through these areas, it was to plant churches and make disciples, because 
that was God’s plan to change the world. Ryan just said it a few minutes ago, that, “We come 
together to know Jesus, to become more like Him, and to help others do the same.” It’s a vision 
for discipleship. So, Paul leaves Ephesus, and the text tells us he went to Macedonia and then he 
went to Greece. It might be interesting to know that represents about a year and a half of time. And 
that’s all Luke says. We know from 2 Corinthians and Romans a few more details. We know that 
Paul left Ephesus and actually went to Troas. He was hoping there to meet Titus. He had sent Titus 
with what Paul would call a severe letter to the church in Corinth, because the church in Corinth 
was a mess. He was hoping then to meet Titus in Troas, to find out how the Corinthians received 
the letter, but Titus never showed up. So Paul himself said he was so troubled, so restless, even 
though he had an open door in Troas, that he couldn’t focus, so he moved on to Macedonia which 
would be Thessalonica, Berea, and Philippi. Likely he spent most of his time in Philippi because 
it was the safest for reasons we talked about in chapter 16. We know, while in Philippi, Titus 
finally caught up with him, and shared that the Corinthians actually received the letter well. Paul 
then writes 2 Corinthians from Philippi and sends it to the Corinthians.   
 
He eventually then leaves, goes to Greece, specifically to the city of Corinth, and he stays there 
three months, probably the three winter months—December, January, February. While there, he 
writes the book of Romans. We’re then told about seven men who are going to join the team. Most 
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of the names are unfamiliar. We know that one of the main purposes of this missionary journey 
was to take a collection from these Gentile churches in order to send a gift to their brothers and 
sisters in Jerusalem, who were not only being persecuted, but were suffering a famine. So, the 
vision was for these Gentile churches to give an offering for relief, and to deliver it to their Jewish 
brothers and sisters. Really, it’s a beautiful picture of the church. It’s believed, then, that each of 
these individuals represented their church and carried their offering, and they would all ultimately 
meet in Troas, and then end up going to Jerusalem.  
 
We also learn that, at this point, Luke rejoins the team. So I mentioned in chapter 16 you have 
what we call the “we” passages where Luke includes himself among the team, “We did this.”  
Many people think that Luke was actually from Philippi, and it is almost certain that Luke took 
his medical training at the medical school in Philippi. So it appears that when the team moved on 
from Philippi, in chapter 16, Luke remained. Now, as the team has come back through Philippi, 
Luke once again joins them. They sail from Philippi, after staying there for Passover and the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread. The desire, then, from Corinth, is to get on a ship and go all the way across 
the Mediterranean and end up in Antioch of Syria, and then to Jerusalem, hopefully by Passover.  
 
But Paul learns of a plot to kill him. That ship would have most likely been filled with religious 
Jews wanting to get to Jerusalem in time for the Passover. So the plan was apparently to get him 
on the ship in the middle of the Mediterranean, kill him, and pitch him overboard. So, as a result 
of that, he chooses to go back through Macedonia, ends up in Philippi, remains there for the 
Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, then makes his way to Troas. Luke even tells us that 
the trip took five days. What’s interesting about that is that they took this exact same trip in chapter 
16, and it took two days. It’s just the reminder of details related to weather and conditions, and a 
two-day trip is now a five-day trip, and all of the monotony in the life of Paul that isn’t recorded. 
Roughly, what’s discussed there, in those six verses, is probably about two years, and we know 
next to nothing. Ordinary, everyday stuff. Verse 7:  
 

On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul 
began talking to them, intending to leave the next day, and he prolonged his message 
until midnight. There were many lamps in the upper room where we were gathered 
together. And there was a young man named Eutychus sitting on the window sill, 
sinking into a deep sleep; and as Paul kept on talking, he was overcome by sleep and 
fell down from the third floor and was picked up dead. But Paul went down and fell 
upon him, and after embracing him, he said, “Do not be troubled, for his life is in 
him.” When he had gone back up and had broken the bread and eaten, he talked 
with them a long while until daybreak, and then left. They took away the boy alive, 
and were greatly comforted. (Vs. 7-12) 

 
So, can you imagine what it would be like to have the great Apostle Paul in your little group, 
teaching you directly what you need to know about Jesus? He was in Troas for seven days; this 
was the last day. He was leaving in the morning, so he was going to pull an all-nighter and 
maximize the time to disciple these believers.  
 
Now, sometimes we read things in the Bible and find ourselves struggling to believe that this could 
possibly be true, and this is one of those texts. How could it be possible that the preacher would 
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preach on and on into the night, and as a result, that a teenager would actually fall asleep. (laughter) 
Unbelievable! The words used, a young man—the Greek word used to describe someone between 
the ages of 7 and 14—so a teenager. Paul is speaking well into the night; the teenager is sitting on 
the windowsill. He eventually falls asleep, falls out the window, falls three floors, and they rush 
down to him. I’m going to guess that Luke is the one who picked him up and pronounced him 
dead, because he was a medical doctor. But then Paul embraces him and raises him back to life.  
 
You would think that there would be a significant emphasis on this amazing moment where Paul 
brought someone back to life. As a matter of fact, there are only eight times in the Bible where 
someone is brought back to life. This is the last of the eight times. But the way Luke records this 
is very interesting. There’s no detail. Paul just declares that he’s back to life. They go back upstairs, 
have a little supper, and he teaches until morning. I think Luke is intending to remind us that most 
of these days in the life of Paul were not filled with crazy things happening. They were just pretty 
ordinary, as he faithfully built the church to change the world.  
 
I think at the end of verse 12, when it says that Paul left and the people were greatly comforted, 
they were comforted for two reasons. They were comforted because the boy was alive, but they 
were comforted more because that was a way to validate that Paul was from God. These peoples’ 
lives would be very dangerous because of their commitment to follow Christ. They were going to 
head into persecution. They needed to know that this is true, isn’t it? The miracles are meant to 
validate the messenger and the message. So in that moment, when he teaches them all night, there 
is this amazing moment when Paul demonstrates he is indeed from God. He raises this boy back 
from the dead, but immediately goes back and teaches until the morning. Verse 13: 
 

But we, going ahead to the ship, set sail for Assos, intending from there to take Paul 
on board; for so he had arranged it, intending himself to go by land. And when he 
met us at Assos, we took him on board and came to Mitylene. Sailing from there, we 
arrived the following day opposite Chios; and the next day we crossed over to 
Samos; and the day following we came to Miletus. For Paul had decided to sail past 
Ephesus so that he would not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hurrying to be 
in Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost. (Vs. 13-16) 

 
So, Luke and the rest of the team board a ship that is going to work its way down the coast. Those 
names are just little ports all the way along the coastline until you get down to the Mediterranean. 
This was very common. You stop at all of these little ports, pick up what you need, get on to the 
Mediterranean, and off to Syria. But the time to do that, and typically they sailed at night when the 
winds were more favorable, was fairly significant. So Paul chooses to walk. He puts them on the 
ship; he himself is going to walk. It’s about twenty miles. He could easily make that in a day. So 
actually Paul is going to arrive way before they arrive.  
 
There’s a lot of speculation as to why he did that. But I think what makes the most sense is, this is 
really the last opportunity he has to get away by himself and get his game face on, because he 
knows he’s headed to Jerusalem. And likely in Jerusalem, he will be arrested. Likely he will appeal 
to Rome, and this is probably the end of the story.  
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It’s very interesting. When you read Luke’s Gospel, it’s a very clear record of Jesus’ final trip into 
Jerusalem. Luke is also the author of Acts, and you have a very similar pattern of the final trip of 
Paul into Jerusalem. So, this is probably his last chance to get away, get his game face on, to spend 
time with Jesus, before he boards the ship, and that final journey begins.  
 
The text tells us he intentionally did not go to Ephesus. He spent about three years there. For a 
variety of reasons, he’s in a hurry and doesn’t want to get caught up there again. The text tells us 
the main reason is because he’s in a hurry. He wants to get to Jerusalem by Pentecost. Pentecost 
is 50 days after Passover.  So we know he’s already spent 16 of those days, so the clock is ticking 
and he’s in a hurry.  
 
One question would be: Why did Paul continue to celebrate these Jewish feasts? I think there are 
several reasons for that. One is because he was Jewish. This is something that had been part of his 
life, all his life. It’s a little bit like Christmas. It’s just a part of the rhythm of the culture. But I 
think more than that, there was no reason to unnecessarily offend his Jewish brothers and sisters. 
He wanted to reach these people. He wanted to talk to them about Jesus. There’s nothing gained 
by unnecessarily offending them. But I think mostly, if all of your life you have celebrated these 
great feasts—there were three of them in the Jewish calendar—and now you had come to 
understand that Jesus was the fulfillment of what these feasts represented, they would become so 
much richer, so much deeper, and a strategic opportunity.  Thousands of Jews would flood into 
Jerusalem for these feasts. It was a prime opportunity to explain to his fellow Jewish people that 
Jesus was the fulfillment of each of these feasts.   
 
Roughly what’s covered in our text this morning is about three years, and we have almost no detail. 
This is the most nondescript text in the book of Acts. Here’s what he did: He went from here to 
here. Then he went from here to here. And then he went here to here. Most of Paul’s life was not 
these dramatic moments. Most of it was very ordinary as he built the church to change the world.  
 
Most of our Christian life is not going to be lived on the mountain top. Nobody lives that way. 
Most of it is lived in ordinary moments, in blue jeans. If we don’t learn what it means to be faithful 
in the everyday moments of life, we won’t be faithful. Think of it this way: You can’t have the 
mountaintop if you aren’t willing to take the journey. But people today don’t like that.  
 
Let me illustrate it this way. It’s easy to come and look at these very talented musicians and think, 
“I wish I could do that.” “I wish I could play the piano like that.”  “I wish I could play the violin 
like that.” And it’s easy to forget the years and years and years of practice, when nobody is 
applauding…nobody’s impressed…nobody even knows. But you don’t get to those moments on 
the stage without all those years of practice. Similar in the business world. It’s easy to look at 
someone who has built a business and go, “Oh, I wish I had that. I wish I had their money. I wish 
I had their business. I wish I had their stuff.” But it’s easy to lose sight of the years and years and 
years of hard work, of dedication, of being faithful in the ordinary stuff that is necessary to build 
a business. We live in a culture where people want the reward, but they don’t want to sacrifice. 
People want the applause, but they don’t want to practice. People want the mountaintop, but they 
don’t want the journey to get there. And it just doesn’t work that way.  
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So, as we think about life in the ordinary, I want to ask you just a couple of honest questions. These 
days, honestly, are you living life, or are you just trying to stay alive? These days, are you 
redeeming the time and investing in the days, or are you just wasting days and passing the time? 
Do you understand that every day is a gift, and it’s a day that you’ll never get back? I can’t even 
imagine how many days have been wasted in the last year and a half. There’s no shortage of things 
to be frustrated with. There’s no shortage of things to be angry about. But if it puts you in a state 
of mind where you are just wasting days, that is a tragedy. When this thing hit, you could kind of 
see where it was all going, and I remember making a determination that no matter what happens, 
I will not waste days. I won’t. Every day is a gift, and every day is a gift you do not get back. I 
understand my calling. I understand what God is asking of me. No matter what anybody else says, 
I will not waste days. I won’t. And I will figure out how to do that, whatever the 
circumstances. Most of our Christian life is going to be lived out in blue jeans, ordinary, everyday 
moments. But you never know when an ordinary day may become something more.  
 
Several years ago, Patty and I were at Barnes and Noble one evening. As is typical, she was 
rummaging through the books, and I was back in the music section. I happened to notice a middle-
aged, nicely dressed woman who had the headphones on. She was sitting on one of those little 
stools, listening to something. But I just happened to notice there were a couple of tears coming 
down her cheek. I thought that maybe she had just been moved by the music, but I did wonder. 
Pretty soon she just started to weep. She took the headphones off, hung them on the peg that’s 
there, put her head down, and just wept. When she regained her composure, I sat on the little stool 
next to her. I said, “Ma’am, is there anything I can do to help you?” She looked at me and said, 
“Are you a Pastor?” I said, “As a matter of fact, I am.” She stared at me for a minute and then she 
said, “Pastor, if I was to kill myself tonight, would I go to hell?” I said, “Are you thinking about 
doing that?” She just hung her head and stared at the floor. Over the next forty-five minutes to an 
hour, we talked. We talked about what was going on in her life, what was happening, got her to a 
point where I felt that she was stable, and I connected her with some people that I thought could 
help her. I remember walking out that evening, thankful that I had been there, and thankful that I 
didn’t miss my moment—because a pretty ordinary day turned into something quite different.  
 
If we’re going to Dare to Be the Church, that means we dare to be the church in the most ordinary 
moments, because most of our life is lived there. And if we’re going to be faithful to our call, you 
have to learn how to be faithful in the most ordinary moments, because you never know when an 
ordinary moment may become something quite different.  
 

Our Father, we’re thankful that You have called us to make a difference in this world. 
Lord, may we understand our calling and be true to that calling. May we be Your church 
in difficult times; may we be faithful in the most ordinary moments, that we might see the 
opportunities You give us, to make a significant difference in the life of someone in need. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 
 

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 1995 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 
Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516 (402) 483-6512 

Copyright 2021 – Bryan Clark.  All right reserved. 
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FALL 2021 // WEEK 9 
Life Group Questions 
Acts: Daring To Be The Church // November 13/14, 2021 
Faithful In Blue Jeans // Acts 20:1-16 

 

Introduction 

After our breathtaking ride through Acts 19 the last 2 weeks, we come to a gentler trek along Paul’s 3rd 
Missionary Journey in Acts 20. We discover that ordinary days can be filled with meaning and impact 
when we stay in step with Jesus.  
 
To get the most out of your group time, we invite you to look over the questions below and write your 
thoughts down before you meet with your group.  
 
Warm Up (Suggested time: 30 min) 

Here are some suggestions to get your conversation started: 

1. We’re doing our Life Group end of session survey a bit different this year. We’d love for you to 
take about 5 minutes during your group meeting to tell us how participating in a Life Group has 
influenced your walk with Jesus. Here is a link to the survey: 
https://forms.office.com/r/N52hMg4mZ0  Or use this QR Code:  

 

 
 

2. Once you are finished with the Survey, take a few minutes to share with your group about the 
following questions:   

a. How has God used this group in your life? 
b. How have you seen God at work in the lives of others in this group? 
c. Is there anything you would like to change about this group? 

 

Getting Started 

Transition into group discussion.  

1) Open group discussion with prayer. Here are a few potential prayer items: 

a. For the Spirit of God to lead you in truth 

b. For the fruit of the Spirit to be cultivated in your lives 

c. For grace to hear and apply what the Spirit says to you  

2) Invite someone to read the passage in the group.
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Study Questions (Suggested time: 40 min) 

1) Most of our study in Acts has been a highlight reel of big events in the early Church. Why might it 
be important to observe the ordinary activities we see in Acts 20?  
 
 
In what ways do you struggle with thinking the Christian life is “supposed to be” dramatic when it 
actually seems ordinary most of the time?  

 

2) In Acts 20:1-6 the word exhorted literally means “to call alongside of”, we might use the word 
encourage these days with the idea of building relationships to influence and share Jesus with 
others. What are some ways you see that happening at Lincoln Berean?  
 

How has your Life Group been a place of exhortation already? And how might you build new 
relationships that encourage others in the months ahead? 

 

 

3) This portion of scripture spans nearly 2 years of time with little dramatic detail, until verses 7-12 
jump in with a dead-raised-to-life miracle! Why do you suppose Luke chose to highlight this 
event?  

 

4) Tucked into the record of Paul’s travels, an interesting note appears in verse 13 about how he 
arranged to walk ahead of the group. What are some possible reasons for Paul to seemingly 
travel alone at this time? 
 

How have you made it a priority and arranged to be alone to focus your attention on Jesus and 
His plans for you?  

 

 

If you have been encouraged in a time alone with God, please share with the group. 

 

 

5) As we come to the end of our passage, we learn that Paul has a plan to return to Jerusalem on 
Pentecost. Read Leviticus 23:10,15 - What was the original purpose in celebrating Pentecost?  
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Now read Acts 2:1-5 – What added significance would compel Paul to celebrate Pentecost in 
Jerusalem during this journey? 
 
What might we learn from Paul’s example about being intentional with times of worship and 
remembrance?   

Prayer (Suggested time: 20 min) 

 

Prayer opens us up to the leading of the Holy Spirit which makes it an important part of the Christian 
life. We realize that everyone has their own comfort level with group prayer and we want this to be a 
time of safety and care. You may verbalize your prayer or pray silently to yourself, that way everyone is a 
participant in sharing this time before God together. 

 

Some things to consider during prayer time: 

• What did the message or group discussion cause you to notice about your relationship 
with Jesus?   

• How can you express gratitude for what God’s teaching you? 
• What questions are stirring that only God can answer? 
• Are there troubling things in your life that need to be confessed to God? 
• Is there an unmet need that only God can fulfill?  

Personal Spiritual Exercises 

Each week we’re suggesting a couple of spiritual exercises. These are not required, but they may help us 
to actually live our faith and grow as followers of Jesus. Feel free to practice one or both of them. If a 
certain exercise is very helpful for you, maybe you can figure out a way to incorporate it into your daily 
life. Next week in your Life Group, take a few moments to share how either of these exercises may have 
changed your outlook on your daily life.  

 

Travel Like Paul: In the history of the Jewish people, Psalms 120-134 (the Psalms of Ascent) were sung by 
travelers as they approached Jerusalem to worship God in His Temple. Being raised as a devout Jew, Paul 
would have known all these psalms by heart and his journey to Jerusalem would include refreshing his 
heart with them. Choose to read one of these psalms each day, as you do, notice the characteristics of 
God; write them down, repeat them back to Him, or form them into a prayer of gratitude. 

Practice Exhortation: Choose one or two people to “call alongside of” this week. Send an encouraging 
note, share appreciation over coffee, help them by serving a need. The most important thing is that you 
share the love of Jesus with them. (Bonus points for choosing to focus on someone you would like to 
invite to join your Life Group next session)  

 


