
Week 5: Serve 

- Jesus, look at his debut. Expected a soldier, not what they expected. Different kind of leader, not lording over - 
serving under.  
--- Jesus came to serve us. 
--- motivate me to serve. Tell me benefits 
- redefine greatness by the towel. 
- why did Jesus feel so Strongly about redefining greatness.  
- serving gives us freedom, focused on the moment, furthers the mission. 
- serve out of your gifts 
--- paint a picture of the kingdom... 
 
 
Notes: 
Send a follow up prayer experience email clarifying how to download it. 
idea: give everyone a small white towel as they leave.  it's both a symbol of surrender to God and also a 
call to serve. 
Draw the picture that we tend to think of serving as a way to advance to the next rung of leadership.  This is what 
Jesus is directly coming at when he talks about the way of the world is to Lord leadership over people.  Serving 
IS leadership in the Kingdom. 
MLK's speech on serving - the definition of greatness is found in service 
Service is it's own reward.  It's an act of worship, our gift to God.  We can serve because we have been served. 
 Serving really leads us (or amplifies) gratitude. 
Want to give some insight to the idea of guarding your heart when it comes to serving.  Some start our with 
glorifying the Lord but over the years becomes bitter and the feeling of "why aren't others helping" can creep in. 
How to identify where to serve.  Think of three intersecting circles - passion, experiences, and time.  Where these 
meet is your serving sweet spot.  So as your passions change, or your time availability changes, or your 
experiences change over time (and they likely will) you may want to re-evaluate where you are giving away your 
time. 
Service is not a spiritual gift - its a calling and an invitation extended to everyone in the Kingdom.  Sometimes 
you have to lay down your "Spirtual gifts" and get the job done. 
Serving is training - its training in selflessness, training in not getting my way, training in not choosing comfort or 
forsaking our comfort for the comfort of another person. 
Serving requires this attitude shift 
Being a Christian means being set apart to Christ.  It means you are not your own.  You are a slave of God.  Paul 
said "since you gave yourselves first to Christ..." 
We need a "Why" this week?  The why could be because we love God.  Because we want relationship with him 
and this is an avenue where we can find it. 
"God moves around his troops".  There is a community aspect, a bigger picture aspect that serving keeps us 
grounded in. 
"I serve God because I know God" 
Teaching from Paris Reedhead - 1- sheckels and a shirt.  We do these things because Jesus is worthy of our 
lives. 
Talking about serving and telling stories of serving inspires people 
You may not see the turnaround of your acts of serving now, but over time it can make a huge difference 
Provide a list of the simple ways people can serve - buy coffee, buy lunch, rake a neighbors yard, take a 
trashcan back to the yard, pick up trash on the ground that isn't yours, commit to praying for others..."There are 
so many ways to serve..." 
(A good place to get a list of ways to serve is is www.servantevangelism.com) 
Serving is about submission - it trains us in submission 
We do have to make time for this in our busy schedules.  It's OK to challenge people to make space for service 
"If you are too busy to serve the Lord, then maybe you are more busy than God would have you be." 
Jesus invited people to simply "follow".  They weren't qualified - Jesus qualified them though! 
We can "Commission" people around serving this weekend.  Tell them "You are qualified!" 
You are the workers! 
This is a week to raise of the value of the priesthood of believers 
Serving is primarily a verb of humility. 


