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		Text25: Thanks for being special!! Just think, you have the privilege of helping kids discover who Jesus is. That is one of the highest privileges of all! Thanks for what you do and for taking the time to prepare so you can do it with excellence. 

		Text27: Hello Friends! Welcome to Kids’ Club (or your church/ministry program name). I’m ________ (insert your name) and I’m so glad you’re here today! We’re going to discover some ways that Jesus is like us. Although Jesus always obeyed God, he is like us in many ways. Before we discover more about Jesus and how he is like us, we’re going to sing a song that requires some jumping. Do you think you can jump with me? 

Song:  Jump Into the Light

Great job singing! God smiles when we sing to Him. You probably don’t remember being a little baby (hold up baby doll for kids to see), but you’ve grown in many ways since you were a baby. You’ve gotten taller. You’ve learned to walk. Your arms have grown longer. You’re learning how to talk. Maybe you’re even learning how to tie your own shoes or even write your own name. Maybe you’re even learning how to ride a bike.

Did you know that Jesus grew up, too—just like you?? He came to earth as a little baby and He learned to walk and talk. He had parents that taught Him about God and how to make the right choice. He learned to read and write. He even learned how to skip and jump and run really fast. 

Jesus was like us in many ways, but Jesus was also different than us. Jesus was perfect--that means he always obeyed God. Sometimes you and I don't always obey God, but Jesus always obeyed God. 






		Text26: There are a lot of pictures used in this presentation so you'll want to make sure you explain the pictures in the way provided. We don't want to talk for too long and lose their attention. 

It's a hard concept to grasp that Jesus was human, yet He was God. We're talking about how Jesus was perfect, but like us in other ways. Preschoolers probably don't understand the word "perfect" so it's important to explain it as "Jesus always obeyed God".  

		Text28: The Bible (open and hold up Bible) says, “Jesus became wiser and stronger. He also became more and more pleasing to God and to people.” 

Since Jesus was like us in lots of ways, I wonder what kind of things Jesus did...? Let's look at some pictures together. If you think Jesus may have done this as a kid, give me a thumbs up. (demonstrate) If you think Jesus never did it, give a thumbs down. (demonstrate)

Do you think Jesus did this...? (show picture of kids playing a game). Jesus probably played games with his family and his friends. He liked to have fun and laugh just like you. I bet He even told funny jokes to His friends. 

Do you think Jesus did this...? (show picture of someone sleeping). Jesus got tired like us and slept every night. He even took naps every now and then--just like lots of you! One time He even fell asleep while riding in a boat on the sea. 

Do you think Jesus did this...? (show picture of a skinned knee) Jesus probably had many boo boos and had to have his mommy put a bandage on his boo boos--just like you. 

Do you think Jesus did this...? (show picture of someone taking a bath) Jesus had to take a bath just like you and he had to scrub behind his ears and clean between his toes. I wonder if he splashed in the water while he was taking a bath??

Do you think Jesus did this...? (show picture of someone with a missing tooth) Jesus lost his teeth and got grown up teeth, too--just like you.

Do you think Jesus did this...? (show picture of a toilet) Jesus even had to go to the bathroom like you and me. I know that might sound funny, but Jesus was like us in many ways and he spent time in the bathroom like us.  

Even though Jesus was perfect--that means He always obeyed God--He was like you and me in many ways. Just like Jesus, we can grow, too. In fact, we can grow like Jesus. Can you say that with me? We can grow like Jesus. Let’s say it one more time: we can grow like Jesus. Let’s pray and ask Jesus to help us grow like Him. 

Prayer: Lead children in the following prayer, breaking the prayer into smaller phrases and having children repeat after you.

Hi God, thank you for helping me to grow. Help me to grow up to be like You! In Jesus' name, AAAAAAAAMEN!

Now we’re going to sing one more song to God—a song that reminds us that we should love God with all of our heart. Let’s sing together!

Sing:   Love the Lord with all your Heart

Dismiss the kids back to small groups


		Text29: 






		Text11: Coloring page
1 baby doll for each small group (babies should be ethnically diverse--at least one light skinned and one dark skinned doll per room)
1 CD of the following sounds per room: Water splashing in a bathtub, Crying, Laughing, Toilet, flushing, Singing, Someone reading a story that kids would recognize, Hammering a nail into a piece of wood, Snoring, Children reciting ABCs, Coughing/sneezing

		Text14: It's sometimes difficult to imagine, but Jesus was once a kid. To help your child grasp that Jesus grew like them in many ways, consider doing one of the following: get a picture of your child as a newborn or pull out your child’s baby book and identify ways he/she has grown; read the story of Jesus at the temple from a children's Bible. As you do "normal" life activities, talk about how Jesus might have experienced those activities. 

		Text16: 

		Text12: 1 baby doll
Bible

		Text13: Pictures of the following:
• someone running or jumping in the park
• someone crying or sad
• someone eating
• someone sleeping
• kids playing a game
• kid or kids in school
• someone doing a chore
• toilet
• someone with a skinned knee/getting a bandage
• someone with a missing tooth
• someone taking a bath

NORP Slides
Songs: Jump into the Light
            Love the Lord with all your heart


		Text15: What is one way that Jesus is like us?
Pick up a Family Guide

		Text20: As parents pick up their children, tell them that we discovered that Jesus is like us in many ways and that we can grow much like Jesus did. 



		Text23: Kids will identify things that Jesus did when he was living on earth as a kid by listening to various sounds. Each sound will be a separate track on the CD so you can pause after each sound and talk about it. 

The following sounds will be on the CD:

Water splashing in a bathtub
Crying
Laughing
Toilet flushing
Singing
Someone reading a story that kids would recognize
Hammering a nail into a piece of wood
Snoring
Children reciting ABCs
Coughing/sneezing



		Text21: We're going to be discovering ways that Jesus was like us. We'll be showing pictures of kids and people engaging in certain activities and then talking about whether or not Jesus did those things. Some of those things include: playing, growing, going to school, eating and sleeping.

		Text22: SAY: Although Jesus  always obeyed God, He was like us in many other ways. He was born as a baby and grew up tall and strong. 

Hold up the baby doll and pass around the baby doll for kids to hold and touch. Ask the following:

1) Do you remember being a little baby? How have you gotten bigger since you were a baby? 

2) What are some things you have learned to do that you couldn’t do as a baby? (focus on aspects of growth that are tangible like learning to walk, skip, jump, talk, run, sing, draw, color, alphabet, colors, etc.)

3) Jesus was once a baby, and He grew up to be a grown-up. What are some ways that Jesus was like us? (He got tired/sleepy, ate food, went to school, helped with chores at home, played games with friends and family, got sad, laughed, etc.)

4) How was Jesus different than us when he was a kid? (perfect--that means he always obeyed God)

		Text22b: Play the ‘Name Game’ 
(OPTIONAL IF TIME PERMITS)
It is best to play the ‘Name Game’ in smaller groups at your tables so that kids don't feel embarrassed to speak in front of a larger group. You may want to play it prior to going into Large Group as a way to prepare the kids for the rest of the hour. 

Here’s how to play: 

Gather kids together in a group.

Explain the game to the kids and tell them there are two reasons we play it:
1. We want them to know that God knows each of us by name (we are special to God)
2. To help us learn each others’ names

A volunteer leads the game and begins by pointing to a child. The child says his/her name.
Then the entire group says “Jesus loves ______!”
Then, the volunteer points to the next child. 

Continue around the circle or table until every kid has a chance to say his or her name and hear that Jesus loves him!  When the kids are finished, make sure you include the volunteers.


		Text23b: 

		Text5: 3's and PreK

		Text4: Did you know? 

Elephants are the only mammals that cannot jump

		Text6: Feb. 21-22, 2009

		Text8: Week 1

		Text7: Kids will discover that Jesus, although perfect, experienced life on earth much like we do.

		Text2: Tip: Have activities ready for kids when they arrive. Place coloring pages and crayons on the table. Help kids engage in other activities like playing with a truck or baby. 

Use this time to get to know the kids individually. Ask them questions like: "Who brings you to church?", "What's your favorite...", etc. 

Schedule: Insert your ministry's schedule here: 

Crossroads uses this schedule, based on a 65 minute service (Beginning at the start of the service hour. There will be extra time on the front end when kids are dropped off early): 

10 minutes: free play/relationship building/name game
20 minutes: large group
20-25 minutes: small group and snack
10 minutes: wrap-up/free play/group play


		Text9: And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. 
Luke 2:52

		Text1: It’s hard to imagine that Jesus, who was God, grew up in the same way we grow up. He came to earth as a newborn, learned to walk and talk, was potty-trained and grew taller. He developed friendships and memorized large portions of Scripture. He really did experience life in much the same way as we experience it--except he lived life perfectly. It’s important that children begin to understand that Jesus was like them in many ways, yet perfect, and they can grow to know Jesus.
As you prepare this week, pray that each child in your class grows up to become who God wants them to be and that they will grow to know and love Jesus. 

		Text3: Welcome to the first week of the Journey. We will be learning about Jesus: who He is and what He is all about. Kids thrive with consistent leadership and would love to see you every week. You'll also find that you're impacted weekly by them!  
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		Text25: Place your boxes in order so you can move from one to the other easily. 

Arrive to the large group area a little early to make sure all of the needed props are present. 

		Text27: Presenter: Hi kids! Welcome to Kids' Club! I'm ___________________ (insert your name) and I'm soooooo glad you're here today. We're going to do some surprising things together, but I can't tell you what they are just yet...It's a surprise!

Before we do some of those surprising things, we need to go over our Kids' Club code word. Can anyone tell me what this letter is.....? (Go through each letter of NORP with the kids, spending no more than 15 seconds on each letter)

     No talking out of turn
     Obey your leaders
     Respect others and their things
     Put things back where you found them

(Presenter should turn away from the kids and put on a funny mask. Turn around quickly and surprise the kids with your mask!) 
Have you ever been surprised by someone or something? Maybe someone like your brother or sister was hiding behind a door and jumped out and scared you. That would definitely be surprising (and maybe a little scary, too)!?! Maybe someone gave you a gift that you didn't expect to receive and you were surprised to get it. Have you ever been to a surprise birthday party? A surprise birthday party is when everyone meets somewhere to have a birthday party for someone but the birthday boy or girl doesn't know they're having a party. When the birthday boy or girl walks in the room, everyone yells, "SURPRISE"! Surprise parties are a lot of fun!

Today we're going to discover how Jesus did surprising things--things that no one expected him to do. (hold up Bible for kids to see) The Bible tells about a surprising thing Jesus did, and speaking of birthday parties, one of the surprising things Jesus did was at a party.

		Text26: Move around on stage as you lead the songs. You can even move out into the audience from time to time. Kids love when you smile at them, so make sure you're smiling as you're singing and leading motions for the songs. Also make lots of eye contact!

		Text28: At parties you sometimes have these (Hold up one of the boxes wrapped as a present). One of my favorite parts of a party is discovering what's inside these boxes. It's always a surprise and it's fun to watch the people at the party when the boxes are opened. 

Inside each of these boxes is a clue that will help us discover some of the surprising things that Jesus did at a party he went to. Let's open the first box and see what's inside...

(open box # 1 and pull out the coins inside)
Who can tell me what these are? (pause for responses) That's right. These are coins. You can buy things with these coins. These coins remind us of Levi, the man who threw the party that Jesus attended. Jesus first met Levi when he was sitting at a booth on the side of the road, collecting money from people for taxes. Not many people liked Levi because he would take extra money--more money than he needed to take. Jesus surprised people by being kind and showing love to Levi. Remember, most people didn't like Levi. Like Jesus, we can surprise someone by treating them with kindness even if they don't deserve it. 

(open box # 2 and pull out the party hat and noise maker inside)
Whoa! What are these fun things? You might find these at a party. After Jesus met Levi, Levi had a party at his house and he invited all of his friends and he also invited Jesus. Levi's friends were people who were mean and they usually didn't get invited to parties. It might surprise you that Jesus liked to have fun, just like you and me, and he also liked to be with people, especially people who needed to know what God is like. Jesus was a lot of fun to be around and he looked at people the way God looks at people--with lots of love! 

 (open box # 3 and pull out the plate inside)
What is this? (pause for responses) Yeah, this is a plate. At Levi's party, Jesus and Levi ate a meal together and this made some people really mad. The people that didn't like Levi thought that Jesus shouldn't be a friend to Levi and he definitely shouldn't eat a meal with Levi. But remember...Jesus did surprising things. He knew Levi needed to be loved and Levi needed to know what God is like. Jesus didn't act like everyone else. He showed love to Levi when no one else wanted to and we can surprise people by showing love to them.

Do you think Levi felt loved by Jesus? (pause for responses) 
Do you think Levi's friends felt loved by Jesus? (pause for responses)
Are you surprised that Jesus loved someone who was mean to others and took money from others?

The Bible (hold up Bible) says that Levi began to follow Jesus and Levi began to tell others about Jesus. Levi followed Jesus all of his life because Jesus had surprised him by showing him love. 

(Pretend to just now notice box # 4) Oh--what is this? We have one more box to open. Let's see what's inside. (open box # 4 and pull out the sunglasses/"Jesus glasses")
When Jesus looked at Levi, he didn't see all of the yuckiness. Jesus saw someone that needed to know what God is like. Jesus knew that Levi needed love. You and I can surprise others by looking at them the way Jesus would look at them. (put on glasses) We can look at them through our "Jesus glasses" and show them love and kindness. 



		Text29: Let's talk to God right now and ask Him to help us look at people through our Jesus glasses. 

Pray: (Lead kids in the following prayer, breaking it into smaller, repeatable phrases:)
"Hi God, thanks for loving me. Help me to see people like you would see them. Help me to          love people like Jesus loves people. In Jesus' name, Aaaaaaaaaamen! 

Sing:      Deep and Wide
              Trust in the Lord

Dismiss kids back to small groups.

		Text11: Coloring page
1 pair of sunglasses per child (OT IN-83/23)
Items to decorate the glasses: stickers, foamies with sticky/peel-off backs, pieces of yarn (8-10 inches in length)
1 set of pictures per small group (pictures of kid who fell off bike, kid that is crying/sad, kid that is making a mean face, kid that is alone/separate from the group)

		Text14: Jesus did surprising things--things no one expected him to do. Instead of treating Levi the way everyone else treated him, Jesus was a friend to him and showed him love. We want to learn how to look at people like Jesus does--through our Jesus glasses. Practice looking at people the way Jesus looks at people by putting on your Jesus glasses. Talk about how to respond in surprising ways. Make sure you check out the family guide this week!

		Text16: 

		Text12: 4 boxes wrapped as presents. Each box needs to be marked numerically and inconspicuously so the Presenter can open the right box. Boxes should have tops that are removable.
Box # 1: 2 Coins (should be at least half dollar size and should be shiny if possible)
Box # 2: Party hat and noise maker
Box # 3: Plate (it needs to be heavy and non-disposable)
Box # 4: Oversized sun-glasses (like a clown would wear)

		Text13: NORP slides
Songs: Deep and Wide
            Trust in the Lord

		Text15: How did Jesus do surprising things?
Tell me about your Jesus glasses.

		Text20: As parents pick up their children, take a moment to pass along something special you noticed about their child (no matter how "small" it might seem). 

Explain to them that each child has some special Jesus glasses to help us see people like Jesus did. Make sure they get a parent page, too. 

		Text23: Part 1
Today we're going to put on our "Jesus Glasses". Each child will receive a pair of glasses (to keep and take home) and we will practice looking at others the way Jesus would look at them--through Jesus' eyes.

When we look at someone like Jesus would, it's surprising, because it's not the normal way of looking at someone. It helps us treat someone the way Jesus would treat them.

Lead kids to decorate their glasses with stickers, foamies and yarn. As they decorate their glasses, talk about how Jesus looked at Levi--he saw what other people couldn't see. Encourage them to surprise other people by looking at other people the way Jesus would, treating them the way Jesus would treat them. 

NOTE: Make sure kids understand that they don't have to have their glasses on to see people like Jesus sees them--they can see people like Jesus does anytime.

Part 2
Use the following pictures and talk about how we might look at these people w/our Jesus glasses:
     kid who fell off their bike
     kid that is crying/sad
     kid that is making a mean face
     kid that is alone/separate from the group

		Text21: We're going to be opening some surprise boxes that will help tell the story of Levi and the banquet he threw for Jesus and some friends. Ultimately we're going to be learning that Jesus does surprising things. He looks at people with love and we can look at people like Jesus does. 

		Text22: 1) Whose house did Jesus go to for a party? (Levi)

2) Why did some people get upset with Jesus for going to Levi's house? 
(They didn't like Levi; they thought Jesus shouldn't hang out with a person like Levi or Levi's friends;l Levi had taken money from them)

3) How did Jesus surprise people while he was at Levi's party?
(Jesus showed love and kindness to Levi and Levi's friends; He looked at Levi with love and he wanted Levi to know what God is like)

4) How can we show love to others, like Jesus does?
(invite someone to play with me; when someone is mean to me I can choose to not be mean back; I can remember that Jesus loves everyone; etc.) 






		Text22b: Play the ‘Name Game’ 
(OPTIONAL IF TIME PERMITS)
It is best to play the ‘Name Game’ in smaller groups at your tables so that kids don't feel embarrassed to speak in front of a larger group. You may want to play it prior to going into Large Group as a way to prepare the kids for the rest of the hour. 

Here’s how to play: 

Gather kids together in a group.

Explain the game to the kids and tell them there are two reasons we play it:
1. We want them to know that God knows each of us by name (we are special to God)
2. To help us learn each others’ names

A volunteer leads the game and begins by pointing to a child. The child says his/her name.
Then the entire group says “Jesus loves ______!”
Then, the volunteer points to the next child. 

Continue around the circle or table until every kid has a chance to say his or her name and hear that Jesus loves him!  When the kids are finished, make sure you include the volunteers.


		Text23b: 

		Text5: 3's and PreK

		Text4: Did you know...?

Pigs get sunburned...
You have to play ping-pong for 12 hours to lose one pound

		Text6: Feb 28/March 1, 2009

		Text8: Week 2

		Text7: Kids will discover that Jesus did surprising things and how that's a good thing.

		Text2: 3’s – PreK: Oakley
Saturday 
5:30 – Free time
5:40 – Large group in Pod
6:00 – Small Group

Sunday
8:30; 10:00; 11:45 – Free time
8:40; 10:15; 12:00 – Large Group in Pod
9:00; 11:35; 12:20 – Small Group



3’s – PreK: Mason
Mason Sunday
9:00; 10:30 – Free time
9:10; 10:40 – Large Group
9:30; 11:00 – Small Group 


		Text9: Levi's banquet: Luke 5:29-32
Then Levi gave a huge dinner for Jesus at his house. A large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them. But the Pharisees and their teachers of the law complained to Jesus' disciples. They said, "Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and 'sinners'?" Jesus answered them, "Those who are healthy don't need a doctor. Sick people do. I have not come to get those who think they are right with God to follow me. I have come to get sinners to turn away from their sins." 

		Text1: Jesus often did unexpected things--amazing displays of grace and mercy that always seemed to surprise some people and make others mad. Some were changed forever by these unexpected acts, but others...not so much.
  
We're going to be exploring the story of Levi and the banquet he threw for Jesus--a great example of Jesus doing surprising things. This is a great display of God's grace and is a reminder of how much mercy God extends to us. Receive God's grace this week and extend it to others. Pray that the kids in your class come to receive God's grace. 

		Text3: Knock Knock
Who’s there?
Who
Who who?
Is there an owl in here? 
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		Text25: 

		Text27: Presenter: Hi kids! Welcome to Kids' Club! I'm ___________________ (insert your name) and I'm super glad you're here today. We're going to do some fun things together, but before we get into all the fun-ness, we need to make sure everyone knows our Kids' Club code word. Can anyone tell me what this letter is.....? (Go through each letter of NORP with the kids, spending no more than 15 seconds on each letter)

     No talking out of turn
     Obey your leaders
     Respect others and their things
     Put things back where you found them

Now that you know our code word, we can get onto some serious fun. Who can jump really high? Let me see how high you can jump! Let's jump into the light together!!

Sing: Jump into the Light

Presenter: Have you ever played follow the leader? Well, a leader is someone that is in charge. Following a leader is the same as obeying them and doing what they say. Can you think of some leaders you might have in your life? (pause for responses) We have all kinds of leaders around us. At your house you might have Dad and Mom, Grandma or Grandpa, a Step Dad or Step Mom—maybe even an Aunt or Uncle. At school and Kids’ Club you have teachers in your room. Those leaders are there to help you know what to do and where to go. 

Did you know that there is one leader who is more important than any other leader? There is someone who is the most important leader and we should follow what he says no matter what. This leader loves us more than anyone else and it’s very important to follow this leader. Does anyone know who I’m talking about? (pause for responses) Yes! It’s Jesus!  

		Text26: When you are telling the story of Mary and Martha use one side of the stage when you are Mary and the other side when you are Martha. This helps the kids distinguish that you are two different people. 

When you are Martha you can have a more frenetic/crazed demeanor. Act more calmly when you are Mary. Return to center stage when you are neither. 

		Text28: We should follow Jesus and do the things that Jesus would do. Jesus is our leader! 

Let me tell you a true story from the Bible (hold up Bible for kids to see) about someone who knew that Jesus was the most important person to follow. Jesus had some special friends named Mary and Martha and he went to spend some time at their house one day. What do you think it would be like to have Jesus as a guest in your house? (pause for responses) What kinds of things would you do with Jesus if He were at your house? (pause for responses) Those sound like good ideas. Let me tell you what Mary and Martha did while Jesus was at their house…

Mary had lots of questions for Jesus and she wanted to spend time getting to know Jesus more. (Sit down in a listening posture beside the chair on stage. Make sure you don't turn your back to the audience, though.) So she sat next to him as he taught and she listened carefully to what he had to say. Mary knew that she should follow Jesus and obey him because Jesus is the most important leader to follow. Jesus came to show us what God is like and we should follow him no matter what. 

(Take duster and begin to “clean” the teaching area while teaching) Well, Martha, Mary’s sister, was really busy in the other room trying to make sure the house was clean and that everything looked good for their special guest, Jesus. Martha was so worried that everything looked good that she forgot about the most important thing—spending time with Jesus and following Jesus. Martha thought Mary should be helping her get everything ready so she asked Jesus to tell Mary to help her clean the house and make the food. But Jesus reminded Martha that Mary had made the right choice. Jesus told Martha that Mary was doing the right thing by following him. 

So which person made the right choice, Mary or Martha? (pause for responses) That’s right—Mary! Mary figured out that Jesus was the best leader we could have and she knew that it’s best to follow Jesus and obey what he says. I want to follow Jesus every day and do what he says. 

Let’s imagine we’re at home and on the kitchen counter is a big plate of cookies (show picture of chocolate chip cookies on screen). YUMMY!! Your mom baked them for dessert, but she says you can’t have one until after dinner, which is still 2 hours away. You are really hungry and a cookie would taste really good. If Jesus is our leader, what should we do when we think about taking a cookie before mom says we can have one? (pause for responses) Yes—we will obey what mom says and not take a cookie until after dinner. 

Pray: lead kids in the following prayer, breaking it up into repeatable phrases:

Hey God! I know it’s important to always follow you and do what you say. Help me to obey you no matter what. Thanks for always loving me! In Jesus’ name, AAAAAAAAAAAAAAMEN! 

Sing:     Be Strong and Courageous

Presenter: Jesus is our leader and we want to follow him. Let's follow Jesus and do what he says! Have a great day and we'll see you next week!

Dismiss kids to small groups


		Text29: 

		Text11: Picture flashcards of the following (2 sets per room): child playing with toys, grocery store, baby-sitter, playing outside. 
NOTE: The questions that correspond with each picture should be printed on the back of the appropriate card.

		Text14: We discovered that Jesus is our leader, no matter where we are or what we're doing. One way to help your kids engage more in following (or obeying) is playing "Follow the Leader". You can be the leader and then let your kids take a turn leading. Try these options: Marching in place or around the room, Putting your hand over your mouth, ears or nose, Touching your head, shoulders, knees or toes, Pretending to be various animals, etc. You can also check out the story of Mary and Martha in a children's bible. Mary knew what was important--following Jesus. 

		Text16: 

		Text12: Feather duster
Chair 
Bible

		Text13: NORP slides
Picture of a plate of chocolate chip cookies

Songs: Jump into the Light, Be Strong and Courageous


		Text15: What is one way you can follow Jesus?
When is it hard for you to obey what Jesus says?

		Text20: As parents pick up their child, tell them we learned that Jesus is our leader no matter what we're doing or where we are. Encourage them to play follow the leader with their child this week. 

Have one of the volunteers lead the kids in follow the leader during checkout. Parents love to see their kids participating in a group activity. 

		Text23: Divide the kids into small groups and then do the following:

Say: We’re going to play a fun game together called Follow the Leader. I’m going to be the leader and you’re going to follow what I do. Following is just another way to say you’re going to do exactly what I’m doing. Do you remember how we talked about following Jesus as our leader? When you’re following the leader, you’re doing what the leader is doing. Are you ready to play?

Play: Divide into small groups and as you play, remind the kids that Jesus is our leader and we can follow him. Once kids get the hang of it, let them take turns leading their group. 

Tips: preschoolers can mimic your actions through ‘Follow the Leader’, but keep the actions simple and obvious. Say, “I want you to do what I’m doing” then model the behavior for them. Keep doing the behavior with them until you’re ready to switch to a new action. 

Some ideas you might want to try include: 
   Marching in place or around the room
   Putting your hand over your mouth, ears or nose
   Touching your head, shoulders, knees or toes
   Jumping up and down
   Pretending to be various animals (duck, chicken,     
   monkey, bear, etc.)


		Text21: We're going to be discovering that Jesus is our leader by looking at the story of Mary and Martha. Mary understood that following Jesus and spending time with him was more important than anything else. 

		Text22: We want kids to understand that Jesus is our leader no matter where we are or what we are doing. We also want to help kids identify ways to follow Jesus in various scenarios. 

Use the following pictures to help kids begin thinking about Jesus being their leader and ways to follow him. After showing each picture, use the questions listed to get kids thinking.   

Is Jesus the leader of us when….............(showing pictures of each one)
We’re playing with our toys? 
    If Jesus is always our leader, what are some     
    things we can do to follow him while we're
    playing with our toys? (encourage things like
    share our toys, don't get mad when someone
    takes our toy, clean up when it's time to clean
    up, give toys away to others, etc.) 

We’re at the grocery store with our mom?
     If Jesus is always our leader, what are some
     things we can do to follow him while we're at 
     the store? (obey the person we're with, not ask
     for things while we're there, be kind and
     patient, etc.)

We’re with the baby-sitter? 
     If Jesus is always our leader, what are some 
     things we can do to follow him while we're with 
     the baby-sitter? (be helpful when asked, go to    
     bed when told, help clean up our toys and
     messes, etc.)

MORE SCENARIOS ON NEXT PAGE

		Text22b: QUESTIONS CONTINUED

We’re playing outside?
     If Jesus is always our leader, what are some 
     things we can do to follow him while we're  
     playing outside? (tell him how great he is when 
     we see something beautiful he made, help
     someone who is hurt, share with others, play
     kindly, etc.)



		Text23b: Play the ‘Name Game’ 
(OPTIONAL IF TIME PERMITS)
It is best to play the ‘Name Game’ in smaller groups at your tables so that kids don't feel embarrassed to speak in front of a larger group. You may want to play it prior to going into Large Group as a way to prepare the kids for the rest of the hour. 

Here’s how to play: 

Gather kids together in a group.

Explain the game to the kids and tell them there are two reasons we play it:
1. We want them to know that God knows each of us by name (we are special to God)
2. To help us learn each others’ names

A volunteer leads the game and begins by pointing to a child. The child says his/her name.
Then the entire group says “Jesus loves ______!”
Then, the volunteer points to the next child. 

Continue around the circle or table until every kid has a chance to say his or her name and hear that Jesus loves him!  When the kids are finished, make sure you include the volunteers.


		Text5: 3's and PreK

		Text4: Did you know that a goldfish's attention span is 3 seconds............ which surprisingly, is about the length of a preschooler's. 

		Text6: March 7-8, 2009

		Text8: Week 3

		Text7: Kids will discover that Jesus, being God, is the ultimate authority in their lives. 

		Text2: 3’s – PreK: Oakley
Saturday 
5:30 – Free time
5:40 – Large group in Pod
6:00 – Small Group

Sunday
8:30; 10:00; 11:45 – Free time
8:40; 10:15; 12:00 – Large Group in Pod
9:00; 11:35; 12:20 – Small Group



3’s – PreK: Mason
Mason Sunday
9:00; 10:30 – Free time
9:10; 10:40 – Large Group
9:30; 11:00 – Small Group 


		Text9: Luke 10:38-42   
Mary and Martha

"...Martha, Martha," the Lord answered. "You are worried and upset about many things. But only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better. And it will not be taken away from her." NIrV (verses 41-42)


		Text1: Jesus didn't come to give us a new set of beliefs or to establish a new religious system. Jesus came to bring us freedom and as one who can give complete freedom, He is the ultimate authority in our lives. 

We tend to compartmentalize aspects of our lives, but Jesus wants authority in every part of our life. His authority extends to our job, family, money, free time, plans for the future, and so on. There is no part of our lives over which Jesus should not have authority. Where are you not submitting to Jesus? Where do you need to give Him authority. Submit now and pray that the kids you minister to come to give Jesus authority in every part of their life. 

		Text3: Did you know? 
You can access Kids' Club lessons on the web at www.crossroads.net/kc
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		Text25: You'll be reading out of the bible for part of this presentation, so make sure you're familiar with the flow of the text that is provided below. This will be important as it will allow you to make eye contact and maintain a connection with the kids. 

The pictures will be on the screen behind you, but the words won't be. The words will only be in The Jesus Storybook Bible provided and make note that this is different than the Beginner's Bible, the one we usually use.

		Text27: Presenter: Hi Friends! Welcome to Kids' Club. I'm _______________ and I'm really glad you're here today. We're going to discover just how much Jesus loves us and how Jesus loves us just the way we are. He loves us a whole bunch! Before we learn more about Jesus' love, we're going to go over NORP, which helps us make right choices. Can anyone tell me what this letter is.....? (Go through each letter of NORP with the kids, spending no more than 15 seconds on each letter)
     
     No talking out of turn
     Obey your leaders
     Respect others and their things
     Put things back where you found them

Did you know that Jesus loves you just the way you are? (pause so this sinks in) Really he does! Jesus loves you and when he thinks of you, he smiles REALLY big! You bring a smile to Jesus’ face! Does that make you feel special? Jesus loves you just the way you are! 

The Bible (hold up Bible for kids to see) tells us a story of what happened once when some people tried to make themselves special in order to make Jesus love them more. Let’s read that story together:

[The text of this story is based on “The Jesus Storybook Bible” by Sally Lloyd Jones, pages 256-263. Illustrations will be on the screen and the book will be available for you to read. The text has been altered slightly and text won't be on the screen, so you'll need to read out of the book, as if you're reading a story to the kids. The correct text will be inserted into the book. The text is included below so you can practice reading the story.] 

		Text26: Read slowly and with lots of energy and excitement. Make use of your facial expressions and other non-verbal communication cues.  

		Text28: 1. Jesus’ friends were arguing.  Who was the most important helper in God’s kingdom?  They wanted to know.
“I am!” James said.
“No, you’re not!” said Peter.  “I am!”
“Nonsense,” Matthew said, “I am the smartest!”
This silliness went on and on like that for some time.  You see, Jesus’ friends had started thinking they had to do something to make themselves special to Jesus – that if they were the smartest or the nicest or something, Jesus would like them best.

2. But they had forgotten something.  Something God had been teaching his people all through the years:  that no matter how smart you are, or how good you are, or how rich you are, or how nice you are, or how important you are – none of it makes any difference.
Jesus loves you just the way you are. Yes--Jesus loves you just the way you are. You don't have to do anything special for Jesus to love you. 
So while Jesus’ friends were arguing, some people had come to see Jesus.  Who were they?  They were little children!  Just like you!

3. Jesus’ helpers tried to send them away.  “Jesus doesn’t have time for you!”  they said.  “He’s too tired.”
But they were wrong.  Jesus always had time for children.  “Don’t ever send them away!”  Jesus said.  “Bring the little ones to me.”
Now, if you had been there, what do you think – would you have had to line up quietly to see Jesus?  Do you think Jesus would have asked you how good you have been before he gave you a hug?  Would you have had to be on your best behavior?  Would you have had to be dressed up?

4. OR…would you have done just what these children did – run straight up to Jesus and let him pick you up and swing you and kiss you and hug you and then sit you on his lap and listen to your stories and your worries?
You see, children loved Jesus and they knew they didn’t need to do anything special for Jesus to love them.  Jesus loves you just the way you are!
Jesus told his helpers, “No matter how big you grow, never forget that I love you just the way you are. Be like these children and remember that I love you just the way you are.”

END OF STORY

Presenter: Jesus loves you just the way you are! When he thinks of you I know he smiles really big. He is always with you, watching over you. Remember—Jesus loves you just the way you are! 

Hey, kids!  Do you think you can tell me all the times Jesus loves you?  
Let’s look at some pictures and see if you can tell me…
“Does Jesus love you when…”

(Show pictures)
Does Jesus love you when...(say this before each picture)
You are angry at your sister for breaking your toy?
You slurp your spaghetti?
You are clumsy?
You have red hair?

		Text29: Pictures continued....

You call kids names because they wear glasses?
You finish all your vegetables?
You hide your vegetables in your napkin to throw away later?
You look different than everybody else?
You make your mom brownies?

Jesus loves you just the way you are! Can you say "Jesus loves me"? (give kids a chance to repeat this) Let's say it again, but this time say "Jesus loves me" while whispering (let kids repeat). Now look at your neighbor and tell them "Jesus loves you!" 

Let’s pray and thank Jesus for loving us no matter what!

Pray: Jesus, thank you for loving me just the way I am. Help me to remember that you always love me, no matter what. In Jesus’ name, AAAAAAAAAAAAAMEN!

Sing:  Jesus Loves Everyone
          Deep and Wide

Presenter: Before we go back to small groups, let's tell ourselves "Jesus loves me!" one more time: Jesus loves me!!!! 

Dismiss kids to small groups

		Text11: 1 door hanger per child with the pre-printed phrase "Jesus loves me": OT IN-57/2447.
     Note: the phrase can be pre-printed with colorful marker or paint
Items for decoration: foam pieces, stickers, pom-poms, feathers, and other craft pieces

		Text14: Jesus loves us just the way we are. Remind your kids of that this week and do your best to show them this kind of love (but remember that Jesus loves you even when you don't always show his love to your kids in the best way). Call out the things in your child that are unique and help them see all of the ways that God loves them. Help your child find a picture to place in their doorhanger and place it on a special door to remind them that Jesus loves them just the way they are. 

		Text16: 

		Text12: The Jesus Storybook Bible (NOTE: The text we're using is different than what is in The Jesus Storybook Bible. Therefore, we will need to print the text from the lesson that corresponds to each page so that the presenter will have the correct text.)

		Text13: Pictures from The Jesus Storybook Bible, pages 256-263, scanned into Keynote (but without the corresponding text on the pages). There will be 4 pictures total. 

Pictures: You are angry at your sister for breaking your toy
You make your bed without being asked
You slurp your spaghetti
You are clumsy
You have red hair
You call kids names because they wear glasses
You finish all your vegetables
You hide your vegetables in your napkin to throw away later?
You look different than everybody else?
You make your mom brownies?

NORP Slides
Songs: Jesus Loves Everyone
            Deep and Wide

		Text15: What do you love most about Jesus?
What are some things Jesus loves about you?

		Text20: As parents pick up their kids, tell them we were reminded that Jesus loves us and nothing we do can make Jesus not love us. Make sure they get a parent page and pass along something great you noticed about their child. 

		Text23: Each kid will receive a foam door-hanger that contains a precut space for a photo. The phrase, "Jesus Loves Me" will be pre-printed above the space for the photo. Kids will decorate the door hangers with foam pieces, stickers, pom-poms, feathers, and other craft pieces.

As kids decorate their door hangers, remind them that Jesus loves them just the way they are. Encourage them to take their door hanger home and to place their picture in the space provided. Remind them to think about Jesus' love every time they look at their door hanger.   

If time permits, allow kids to draw a picture of themselves to place in the frame. 

		Text21: Kids in Jesus' day understood his love better than anyone else--and things aren't any different today. We'll be discovering that Jesus accepts us as we are and we can run to him freely. Listen closely, though, because this message is just as much for you--if not more for you--than it is for the kids! Jesus seriously loves you!

		Text22: Play the name game (listed on next page) and then ask the following questions:

1) What do you love most about Jesus?

2) What do you think Jesus sees when he looks at you? 
(Guide them to think of character traits that are not physical features--could be challenging for many kids in this age group, but some kids can definitely get this)

3) What would you like to do to tell Jesus that you love Him? 

4) What would you like to do to thank Jesus for loving you?

Lead kids in prayer and give kids a chance to tell Jesus thanks for loving them. 

		Text22b: Play the ‘Name Game’ 
(OPTIONAL IF TIME PERMITS)
It is best to play the ‘Name Game’ in smaller groups at your tables so that kids don't feel embarrassed to speak in front of a larger group. You may want to play it prior to going into Large Group as a way to prepare the kids for the rest of the hour. 

Here’s how to play: 

Gather kids together in a group.

Explain the game to the kids and tell them there are two reasons we play it:
1. We want them to know that God knows each of us by name (we are special to God)
2. To help us learn each others’ names

A volunteer leads the game and begins by pointing to a child. The child says his/her name.
Then the entire group says “Jesus loves ______!”
Then, the volunteer points to the next child. 

Continue around the circle or table until every kid has a chance to say his or her name and hear that Jesus loves him!  When the kids are finished, make sure you include the volunteers.


		Text23b: 

		Text5: 3's and PreK

		Text4: 

		Text6: March 14-15, 2009

		Text8: Week 4

		Text7: Kids will run toward Jesus, knowing that he accepts them just the way they are.

		Text2: 3’s – PreK: Oakley
Saturday 
5:30 – Free time
5:40 – Large group in Pod
6:00 – Small Group

Sunday
8:30; 10:00; 11:45 – Free time
8:40; 10:15; 12:00 – Large Group in Pod
9:00; 11:35; 12:20 – Small Group



3’s – PreK: Mason
Mason Sunday
9:00; 10:30 – Free time
9:10; 10:40 – Large Group
9:30; 11:00 – Small Group 


		Text9: Luke 18:16
But Jesus asked the children to come to him. "Let the little children come to me," he said. "Don't keep them away. God's kingdom belongs to people like them. What I'm about to tell you is true. Anyone who will not receive God's kingdom like a little child will never enter it." NIrV

		Text1: Jesus accepts us as we are--the good, the bad, the ugly. He receives us as we are, but then begins to change us so that we reflect more and more of him. Seriously, Jesus loves you! That's not something we tell kids to make them feel good--it's truth and it changes us when we receive it as truth. 

This week, take time to receive Jesus' love. When you screw up, remember that Jesus loves you and you did nothing to deserve it--so you can do nothing to lose it. He gives his love freely--so freely receive! Pray that the kids in your room will come to receive Jesus' love. 

		Text3: Did you know...
On average, you'll spend about a year of your life looking for misplaced objects?
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		Text25: There are several moments in the script where you need to act like you're doing something-driving a car/taking a bath/playing in the park. Kids love it when we act silly and do it over the top. So be sure to ham it up when you're acting out these actions--they love it!

		Text27: Presenter: Hi everybody!  Thank you for coming to Kids’ Club. My name is _________ and I’m so glad you’re here today!  Did you know that you can talk to God?  That’s right!  You and I can talk to God anytime, anywhere and about anything!  Before we discover how we can talk to God, let’s go over NORP!  NORP is our code for helping us make the right choice here in Kids’ Club!

(Go over NORP, but do so quickly—no more than a minute should be spent on NORP)
NORP:
What does the N in NORP stand for?
N - No talking out of turn
What does the O in NORP stand for?
O - Obey your leader
What does the R in NORP stand for?
R - Respect others and their things
What does the P in NORP stand for?
P - Put things away

Now that you know what NORP means, we’re going to practice talking to God and one of the ways we can talk to God and tell Him how we feel about him is through a song. Let’s stand together now and sing because it’s a great day to tell God how great He is.  

Sing:  Great Day

Great job singing and telling God how great he is. We’re going to learn how to talk to God.  Does anyone know what it’s called when we talk and listen to God?  (Pause for responses.)  That’s right!!  It’s called prayer!  Did you know that you can talk to God anytime, anywhere, 

		Text26: A great way to regain your group's attention is to change the inflection in your voice. Get excited and overly animated or reduce your voice to a whisper. This will help you grab their attention and keep it a little longer. 


		Text28: ABOUT anything!?!  I can talk to God.  Can you say that with me?  (Repeat with kids: I can talk to God.) 

That makes me think…can I really talk to God anytime, anywhere, ABOUT anything? What if I’m in the bathtub?  (Hold up a rubber ducky.)  Can I talk to God while I’m scrubbing behind my ears and in between my toes?  (Pretend to wash behind your ears and pretend to wash your hair.)  Do you think God can hear me through all of those bubbles and with all of the splashing? (Pause for responses.)  Yeah--I can talk to God!

What if I’m riding in the car (pretend like you’re steering your car through traffic, making fun car noises.) and I’m going to a place where I sometimes have a hard time being away from mommy or daddy—maybe someplace like school or Kids’ Club_____ (insert church or ministry name here)? Can I talk to God and ask him to help me while I’m away from mommy and daddy? (pause for responses) Yes--God is always with us and he wants us to talk to him when we're afraid.

What if I’m playing in the park, having lots of fun on a beautiful sunny day? (Pretend to run around or skip while playing at the park) Can I thank God for making all of the beautiful things I see? (pause for responses) Yes--thanking God for what he has made is a way to pray. 

What if I’m at home and all of the lights go out and it’s really scary? What if I hear scary noises coming from my closet and I’m hiding under the covers?  (Hold up blanket and pretend to hide behind the blanket.)  Can I talk to God and tell him how great he is for always being with me, even when I’m afraid? You’re so smart—of course I can still talk to God.  I can talk to God! 

I sure am glad that God is always around and he is always there for us to talk to. He never gets tired of hearing us talk to him and he wants us to talk to him. Remember, we can talk to God anytime, anywhere about anything! Let’s remind ourselves by saying “I can talk to God.” Are you ready?! Repeat I can talk to God with the group several times.  

Pray: Let’s practice talking to God right now.  Remember, we can talk to God anytime, anywhere, ABOUT anything. 

Lead kids in the following prayer, breaking it into smaller phrases: 

God, you’re great! Thank you for letting us talk to you anytime, anywhere, about anything. We love you! AAAAAAAAAMEN!!!!!

Did you know that singing songs to God is like singing a prayer to Him?  We’re going to sing some prayers to God right now because I can talk to God!

Sing:  Thank You Lord

Presenter: Say this with me: I can talk to God (allow kids to repeat this with you several times). This week, remember that you can talk to God anytime, anywhere, about anything! 

Dismiss the kids back to small groups.


		Text29: 

		Text11: Coloring pages
Pictures of the following (postcard size and 2 sets of pictures per room): car, someone brushing             
     their teeth, child playing with toys, someone eating lunch, child walking through a store with   
     mommy, bubble bath
Bag filled with the following (2 bags per room): food item, big bandage, item from nature, picture of one child being mean to another child

		Text14: Today we discovered that we can talk to God anytime, anywhere and about anything. Encourage your child to talk to God as you go throughout the week--and pick some unusual places to talk to God (bathtub, in the car, at the store, on the way to church next weekend, etc.) Encourage them to use normal/natural language. 

		Text16: 

		Text12: Rubber ducky
Blanket

		Text13: NORP slides

		Text15: Where can you talk to God?
What can you talk to God about?

		Text20: As parents pick up their children, tell them we learned about prayer--talking to God anytime, anywhere, about anything. Encourage them to help their child pray throughout the next week.

		Text23: Do this activity at the tables in smaller groups.

Now that we've established that we can talk to God anywhere and anytime, we want to explore what we can talk to God about. 

Use the following items, pulling out each item one at a time, allowing kids to think about how that item might prompt them to talk to God. 

• Play food item (Pray before you eat to thank God for giving you something to eat. We can thank God for giving us what we need. Pick one person to pray and thank God for giving us food to eat)

• Big Bandage (Pray for someone who is sick.  Ask if there is someone they know that is sick and pick one kid to pray for someone who is sick.)

• Item from nature—could be a stuffed animal or something like a leaf (We can tell God how great he is when we see what he has made. Ask if someone would like to thank God for something God has made.)

• Picture of a child being mean to another child. (Sometimes we need to tell God we're sorry when we're mean to someone else or we disobey. Or we can talk to God when someone is being mean to us. Can you think of a time when you needed to tell God you were sorry or a time when someone was mean to you and you needed to talk to God about it?)  
 

		Text21: Today we're going to discover that we can talk to God anytime, anywhere, about anything. When we're in the car, at the park, taking a bath or hiding under the covers, God is listening and we can talk to him. 

		Text22: Do this activity as a bigger group. Remind kids that we can talk to God anytime, anywhere, about anything.

1) Hold up the following pictures for kids to see and ask: "Can I talk to God when..."
     I’m riding in the car?
     I’m brushing my teeth?
     I’m playing with my toys?
     I’m eating lunch?
     I’m walking through a store with mommy?
     I’m taking a bath with lots of bubbles?

2) Do I have to talk out loud when I’m praying? (Kids will probably answer yes, but that's ok)
 
3) Will God hear me if I don’t use any words and only use my thoughts? (Of course He will hear me! God knows what we're thinking so we can pray using our thoughts, too)

4) Do I have to close my eyes or fold my hands? (You don't have to always close your eyes. Remember, you can pray anywhere and sometimes you can't close your eyes when you need to talk to God.)

5) Do we have to use fancy words or will God understand us if I talk to him like we talk to any other person? (you can talk to God just like you would talk to mom, dad, a friend or a teacher. 



		Text22b: Play the ‘Name Game’ 
(OPTIONAL IF TIME PERMITS)
It is best to play the ‘Name Game’ in smaller groups at your tables so that kids don't feel embarrassed to speak in front of a larger group. You may want to play it prior to going into Large Group as a way to prepare the kids for the rest of the hour. 

Here’s how to play: 

Gather kids together in a group.

Explain the game to the kids and tell them there are two reasons we play it:
1. We want them to know that God knows each of us by name (we are special to God)
2. To help us learn each others’ names

A volunteer leads the game and begins by pointing to a child. The child says his/her name.
Then the entire group says “Jesus loves ______!”
Then, the volunteer points to the next child. 

Continue around the circle or table until every kid has a chance to say his or her name and hear that Jesus loves him!  When the kids are finished, make sure you include the volunteers.


		Text23b: 

		Text5: 3's and PreK

		Text4: 

		Text6: March 21-22, 2009

		Text8: Week 5

		Text7: Kids will engage in prayer in unexpected ways.

		Text2: 3’s – PreK: Oakley
Saturday 
5:30 – Free time
5:40 – Large group in Pod
6:00 – Small Group

Sunday
8:30; 10:00; 11:45 – Free time
8:40; 10:15; 12:00 – Large Group in Pod
9:00; 11:35; 12:20 – Small Group



3’s – PreK: Mason
Mason Sunday
9:00; 10:30 – Free time
9:10; 10:40 – Large Group
9:30; 11:00 – Small Group 


		Text9: 1 Thessalonians 5:17
"Pray continually."

		Text1: Quite simply, prayer is just talking and listening to God. To have a close relationship with anyone, you must spend time with them, talk to them often and share what is going on in your heart and life.  Richard Foster says, “To pray is to change. Prayer is the central avenue God uses to transform us…In prayer, real prayer, we begin to think God’s thoughts after him: to desire the things he desires, to love the things he loves. Progressively we are taught to see things from his point of view.”  (Celebration of Discipline, pp. 30) This week simply spend time talking with God--in the car or at the gym. Pray that the kids in your class will come to know God personally and communicate with him regularly.  

		Text3: Did you know...?

A kangaroo can jump 30 feet!
But kangaroos can't walk backwards. 
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		Text25: There are several props used in today's lesson so you'll want to make sure you know how and when to use them. Just as important, you'll need to develop a plan for putting the props somewhere out of the way when you're done with them--maybe back in the box when you're retrieving the next prop. 

		Text27: Presenter: Hi everyone! Welcome to Kids’ Club! Hmmmm…what’s this??? (act surprised) It’s a big box and it’s in our way. We’re going to need to move it before we can sing a song. I should move it up here (pointing to prop box on stage—or to another area out of the way) This box……(attempt to pick it up)…..is………REALLY…………HEAVY! Whew! I can’t lift it on my own, so I’m going to need a helper. (Choose one helper to help you lift the box. The box will be big, but the contents of the box won’t weigh very much—you’ll be able to lift it on your own. Your helper will think it is heavy due to the size.) Thanks so much for helping me because I can’t do it alone. That took some extra muscles. Now that the box is out of our way, let’s sing a song together. This song will require you to use your muscles, so let me see ‘em! (flex for the kids to see)

Sing:  Be Strong and Courageous

I sure am glad God helps us to be strong and courageous. Speaking of being strong and courageous…(pretending to notice the box again)...I forgot about this box and I wonder if we were supposed to look inside? I wonder what's inside...? (Open box and act excited) There are clues in here that will help me tell you about a time when 4 friends needed to be strong and courageous. (Take out Bible and hold it up for kids to see) The Bible tells us the true story of what happened when 4 friends took their friend to meet Jesus. Let me tell you about Mat.

Mat couldn’t walk. And because Mat couldn’t walk, he couldn’t skip or jump or hop like a crazy kangaroo (show what hopping like a crazy kangaroo looks like—go ahead, the kids will love it!).  (pull soccer ball out of the box) He couldn’t play soccer or run fast like a cheetah or ride a bike. Mat’s legs didn’t work the way they were supposed to work, so he had to be carried from place to place in order to get around. He couldn’t get anywhere on his own—he needed help.

		Text26: When recreating a story, you've gotta bring all the energy and enthusiasm you've got (and then some). Don't be afraid to act a little silly or get super excited--the kids love it and respond to it. The more you let go, the better it feels--it's even therapeutic. They still think you're cool at this age for acting goofy, so go for it! 

		Text28: 
(Pull first aid kit out of the box and hold it up for kids to see) When you and I get hurt we might use something in this box to make our boo boo better. Do you know anyone in the Bible that could have helped Ma--to make him better? (pause for responses) Yes—Jesus! Now Jesus happened to be near where Mat lived and he was teaching people about God and helping them to know what God is like. Wouldn’t it be great if Mat could get to Jesus and then maybe Jesus could make Mat better? But remember, Mat couldn’t walk, so how could he get to Jesus on his own? 

Mat had four friends who loved him very much and guess what Mat’s 4 friends did!? They decided to take Mat to see Jesus! I bet it was hard work to get Mat to the place where Jesus was, but Mat’s friends knew he couldn’t do it alone. (pull sheet/mat out of the box and unfold it for kids to see) So they placed Mat on a mat and carried him all the way to the house where Jesus was teaching.

So Mat’s four friends arrived at the house where Jesus was but they had a problem. They couldn’t get in to see Jesus because the house was so crowded. But they didn’t let the crowded house stop them. The four friends decided to go up to the roof of the house and then they made a hole in the roof. (Pull rope out of the box) Then they lowered Mat through the hole down into the house, right in front of Jesus. Jesus saw that Mat’s friends had worked together. He knew how much they loved their friend. Jesus told Mat to stand up. Remember, Mat couldn’t walk, so how was he going to stand up? This is the amazing part! Jesus had made Mat’s legs better—they now worked like legs were supposed to work. Mat could dance and leap and jump for joy—and that’s what he did. (pull noise maker out of box) He praised God for making him better!! 

Jesus had made Mat's legs better, but it happened because Mat’s 4 friends worked together. If they hadn’t worked together, he would have never met Jesus and he wouldn't have been able to walk. We can work together, too. We can work together so our friends can know about Jesus. We can tell them what we know about Jesus and we can invite them to come with us to church. We can work together. 

Let's sing a song together. This song is probably the kind of song Mat sang the day when Jesus made his legs better. 

Sing:     Great Day

Pray: Let’s talk to God right now.  
Lead kids in the following prayer, breaking it into smaller phrases: 

God you are amazing and you do amazing things! Thanks for making Mat better and thanks for his four friends that loved him. AAAAAAAAAAMEN!

Dismiss kids to small groups

		Text29: 

		Text11: 1 Set per room: towel and kid doll (not a baby doll--should be something like an old school My Buddy doll)

		Text14: We discovered that we can work together. There is a great story in the Bible (Luke 5:17-26) about 4 friends that worked together, even making a hole in a roof to get their friend to Jesus. Read it with your child and talk about ways we can work together. Get a towel or an exercise mat and place a doll on the mat. Get help from everyone in the family to carry the "friend" around the house. 

		Text16: Box used for props should be placed in the middle of the stage, obviously in the way

		Text12: Large unmarked Box (around 3' x 3' x 3') with the following items inside: Beginner's Bible, first aid kit, soccer ball, mat or heavy-duty sheet (preferably something like a yoga/exercise mat that rolls up), heavy rope about 3 feet long and a noise maker

		Text13: Songs:     Strong and Courageous
                Great Day

 NORP Slides

		Text15: Tell me about Mat and his 4 friends
Did you get a parent page?

		Text20: When parents pick up their child, tell them we discovered that God wants us to work together. Make sure they get a parent page, too. 



		Text23: We're going to practice working together to carry our friends to Jesus. As kids do the following activity, emphasize that God would like us to work together. Talk about different ways we can work together.

Use the towels and dolls in your room to give kids a chance to work together to carry "Mat". Allow 4 kids to work together by holding one of the four corners of the towel and then place the doll in the middle of the towel. Allow the kids to carry "Mat" around the room once or twice. Repeat the activity so that everyone has a chance. 


 NOTE: This should go without saying, but that's exactly why we gotta say it: Don't allow the kids (or adult volunteers) to carry a real kid inside the towel--just the doll! Accidents happen and we want to maintain a safe environment.

		Text21: We're going to be discovering how 4 friends brought their friend to Jesus and how we can work together to bring our friends to meet Jesus. Be sure to spread out among the kids during large group so you can help redirect them if need be. 

		Text22: Ask the following questions:

1) What do you think Mat was thinking as his friends were carrying him to the house where Jesus was?

2) What do you think Jesus was thinking as Mat was being lowered down through the hole in the roof? 

3) What do you think Mat did after he realized that Jesus had healed his legs and made them work? 
(praised God, jumped up and down, told everyone what had happened, ran really fast, jumped around like a crazy kangaroo, etc.)

4) What are some other ways God would want us to work together, like Mat's friends worked together?   
(We can tell them what we know about Jesus, invite them to come with us to church, treat them the way Jesus would treat them, pray for them, etc.)

		Text22b: Play the ‘Name Game’ 
(OPTIONAL IF TIME PERMITS)
It is best to play the ‘Name Game’ in smaller groups at your tables so that kids don't feel embarrassed to speak in front of a larger group. You may want to play it prior to going into Large Group as a way to prepare the kids for the rest of the hour. 

Here’s how to play: 

Gather kids together in a group.

Explain the game to the kids and tell them there are two reasons we play it:
1. We want them to know that God knows each of us by name (we are special to God)
2. To help us learn each others’ names

A volunteer leads the game and begins by pointing to a child. The child says his/her name.
Then the entire group says “Jesus loves ______!”
Then, the volunteer points to the next child. 

Continue around the circle or table until every kid has a chance to say his or her name and hear that Jesus loves him!  When the kids are finished, make sure you include the volunteers.


		Text23b: 

		Text5: 3's and PreK

		Text4: 

		Text6: March 28-29, 2009

		Text8: Week 6

		Text7: Kids will discover that God wants us to work together.

		Text2: 3’s – PreK: Oakley
Saturday 
5:30 – Free time
5:40 – Large group in Pod
6:00 – Small Group

Sunday
8:30; 10:00; 11:45 – Free time
8:40; 10:15; 12:00 – Large Group in Pod
9:00; 11:35; 12:20 – Small Group



3’s – PreK: Mason
Mason Sunday
9:00; 10:30 – Free time
9:10; 10:40 – Large Group
9:30; 11:00 – Small Group 


		Text9: 4 friends take their friend to Jesus
Luke 5:17-26
Some men came carrying a man who could not walk. He was lying on a mat. They tried to take him into the house to place him in front of Jesus. They could not find a way to do this because of the crowd. So they went up on the roof. Then they lowered the man on his mat through the opening in the roof tiles. They lowered him into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. When Jesus saw that they had faith, he said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven." 

		Text1: The story of the 4 friends is amazing because the emphasis is on the friends and not necessarily the person who receives the miracle. Jesus healed the man because he saw the faith of the friends who brought him. Jesus shows his mercy by forgiving the man's sins (the greater need) and also giving him the ability to walk again. 
That's a great picture of how God works in our lives. God uses us to help our friends meet Jesus and receive forgiveness for their sins--and Jesus also heals their brokenness, allowing them to walk again. Pray and then do something active this week to bring your friends closer to Jesus--maybe bring them  with you to serve in Kids' Club!

		Text3: Did you know...
A flea can jump 30,000 times without stopping





