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Curriculum 

For

Kindergarten

Through

Sixth Grade
If you have questions, contact

slevey@crossroads.net
Journey Objectives: Kids’ Club

Week 1 Objective: Kids will understand that clothes, money and stuff do not make us happy or more special.
Focus verse: Luke 12:15 NIrV Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has."

Ideas: This may look like preschoolers looking in a mirror to see why they are special, 5th and 6th graders examining the name brands they have to have, a video clip from Richie Rich, or the song “Fabulous” from High School Musical II.
Week 2 Objective: Kids will learn that material things will eventually disappoint us, but things that God gives us will not. 
Focus Verse: Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Ideas: What are treasures in heaven?  How does our stuff keep us from storing up treasures in heaven?  Jesus doesn’t want us to be sad and let down by the stuff in the world.  He wants us to get treasure that will last forever.  For kids, the idea that all the stuff they desire will end up as junk will be brought to life – iPods and laptops as decoration in the room (oops, I mean broken iPods and laptops).

Week 3 Objective: Kids will do some activities to help them understand the concept of money/debt and will recognize how reducing the dollars spent on things they want will give them more to spend on stuff they or others need.
Focus Verse: Proverbs 22:7 Rich people rule over those who are poor. Borrowers are slaves to lenders. 

Ideas: 0-PreK Madame Blueberry wants and needs clip. Wants vs. needs in small group.  K-2nd: Dave Ramsey book. Small group: K-2nd play a game multiple choice questions – good and bad money decisions. 3rd & 4th grade – questions deal more with specific money questions. Area 56: large group Price Is Right game and introduces buying on credit – that it costs more. Small Group – playing with fake $5 bills – choose your own adventure.

Week 4 Objective: Kids will explore different ways they can cheerfully love others – and serve someone this week without using money. 
Focus Verse: 2 Corinthians 9:7 You should each give what you have decided in your heart to give. You shouldn't give if you don't want to. You shouldn't give because you are forced to. God loves a cheerful giver.
Ideas: 3’s-PreK Read The Giving Tree with scanned illustrations. Tree gave himself away so how can we give away. Coupon books so they can identify how they can give away themselves. K-4th have you given something away, volunteered . . . Introduce 10-10-80. Talk about each compartment. Small group making banks. Area 56 – who are most generous people you know? 10-10-80 Little boy who gave his lunch. 

Week 5 Objective: Kids will focus on living thankful lives, mainly through prayer.
Focus Verse: 2 Corinthians 9:11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 
Ideas:  3’s – PREK: thankful heart is happy heart. Talk about leper being thankful. 10 lepers; Area 56 No large group – experiential prayer exercise. 4 different prayer stations – 5th station worshipping with band.

Week 6 Objective: Kids will learn about the local church, and decide how they can be generous now and in the future.

Focus Verse: John 13:34-35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
Ideas: 3’s-PreK: Large group – What does the church look like? Props: Peanut butter, large pencil . . . this is what church is. Celebrate the church. All ages will look at pictures of stuff going on at Crossroads. Everyone gets candy on way out – for no reason just because I want to be generous to you. Advent type calendar with serving opportunities. Easter egg time capsule.
K – 4th Grade Small Group

Consumed Week 1

February 9/10, 2008

Objective: Kids will understand that our clothes, money and stuff do not make us happier or more special.  
Scripture:  Luke 12:15 “Then He said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.”

Bible Story: Luke 15: 11-32 The Prodigal Son 

Connect Question:  What makes you happy or special?

Leader Preparation:

We are bombarded with ads every day, telling us that we need this item or that product. The image presented is that stuff makes you happy—it defines you. The more you have the better off you will be. You aren’t complete unless you have this… Kids aren’t free from this either. They are told that they will be happy if they have this toy or that game. 

What about us? Do we define ourselves by what we have or don’t have? Do we really believe that if we get that certain product we will actually be happier? Stuff does not make us happy and only leaves us empty. We aren’t defined by what we have or don’t have—we’re defined by what God says about us and we are cherished! As you prepare this week, reflect on the truth of how God sees you—how you’re not defined by your things (or lack of things). God loves you for who you are and has blessed you in many ways. Pray that kids will be able to grasp the concept of Consumed and that they will learn lessons now that will guide them for a lifetime! 

Small Group Supplies: 
· One 8 oz. plastic cup per kid (all the same color)

· A Set of the following items for each small group:

· 5 pennies

· 5 starburst (any color)

· 2 Paperclips

· 5 small plastic toys (Oriental Trading Co. Glow in the dark bouncy balls – Item #IN-39/1111)
Ice Breakers (10 minutes)

Ask kids what their very favorite thing is.  Is it their lion Webkinz?  Their video game system?

Large Group (30 minutes) Kids will hear the story of the prodigal son who wanted a bunch of stuff, but when he got it all, he wasn’t happy. While we like having good stuff – that’s not what makes us who we are.

Small Group (20 minutes)


K-4 Activity: Let’s Make a Trade (the cup game)

Game Set Up:
· This game is best played in a circle around a table or on the floor (smooth floor surface) 

· Each small group leader should get one cup per child plus 3 extra cups.

· Put one item under each cup (either a penny, starburst, ball or paperclip)

· Do not let the kids see the items – mix up all of the cups and slide one to each kid (not revealing what is under each cup)

· The small group leader should keep the last three cups (all with an item under them)

Game Instructions:

· Tell the kids they can’t look under their cup until the end of the game, or until they are told to do so.

· Reveal one of the leader cups.  Ask the kids “does anyone want to trade me their cup for this one”?  Remind the kids not to look under their cup.

· Trade with one kid who volunteers 

· Reveal the second leader cup – ask the same question:  “does anyone want to trade me their cup for this one”?  Remember not to look under your cup!

· Trade with the kid who volunteers.

· Reveal the third cup to the kids.  Ask again, “Does anyone want to trade?”

· Trade with the kid who volunteers.

· At the end of the game, have all of the kids reveal their “prize” under their cup.

Game Follow Up/Small Group Questions:

1. Do you like the prize that you received, or do you wish you got another prize?  Why?

2. Do you think that you are less important because of the prize you got?

3. What will you do with this prize?

4. How did it make you feel when I traded with someone else, and not you?

5. Does stuff that you have make you happier or make you a better person?

6. How long will you play with this toy?  Do you think you will have it in 1 year?  5 years?  10 years? 

7. What kind of things do you collect? (video games, DVDs, Webkinz, lip gloss, etc) As you think about these things that you love so much now, do you think that you will still collect that stuff in one year?  What about 5 years or 10 years?

8. Are people who have more Webkinz or video games more special or happier?  Why do you think that?

9. What do people (friends, parents) really like about you? You make people laugh, you are helpful, you are generous etc)

10.  If you did not have stuff, would God and your parents still love you? Does your stuff really affect what God and others think of you?  Does what other people have, affect the way you think about them?

Prayer:  God, please help us to learn that our happiness and our value does not depend on what stuff we have and how much of it we have.  Help us to know that you love us for who we are not what we have.  AMEN

Checkout time:  This is time for you to continue to get to know the kids in your group.  Keep the children engaged in some activity together until all the parents of your children have come.  Please remember to bring your "A" game and do things with "excellence!"

K – 4th Grade Large Group 

Consumed Week 1

February 9/10, 2008

Objective: Kids will understand that our clothes, money and stuff do not make us happier or more special.  
Scripture:  Luke 12:15 “Then He said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.”

Bible Story: Luke 15: 11-32 The Prodigal Son 

Leader Preparation:

We are bombarded with ads every day, telling us that we need this item or that product. The image presented is that stuff makes you happy—defines you. The more you have the better off you will be. You aren’t complete unless you have this… Kids aren’t free from this either. They are told that they will be happy if they have this toy or that game. 

What about us? Do we define ourselves by what we have or don’t have? Do we really believe that if we get that certain product we will actually be happier? Stuff does not make us happy and only leaves us empty. We aren’t defined by what we have or don’t have—we’re defined by what God says about us and we are cherished! As you prepare this week, reflect on the truth of how God sees you—how you’re not defined by your things (or lack of things). God loves you for who you are and has blessed you in many ways. Pray that kids will be able to grasp the concept of Consumed and that they will learn lessons now that will guide them for a lifetime! 

Large Group/AV Supplies:

· Boxes from Cell Phones

· X Box 360 box

· Wii box

· Webkinz
· A television box

· iPod boxes

· Prodigal Son illustrations

Songs 

· I Get Down
· Lovely Noise
· Briefly review NORP
Presenter: Hey everyone, welcome to Kids’ Club!  It’s great to have you here.  We’re going to sing some songs to get started

Today we’re talking about stuff – I’m sure you guys have some great stuff at your houses.  And, there is nothing wrong with that.  It IS important to know that stuff doesn’t make us happy though.  And, it doesn’t mean that we are more special than anyone else – I’ll give you an example:

I need a volunteer.

Call a kid up on stage and ask if he or she likes iPods, Webkinz, gaming systems, etc.  Of course the answer will be yes; if not get that kid off stage and ask another to come up (.  When the kid says yes ask him or her to hold out his or her hands to hold all of the cool stuff that that you can find.  Pile the stuff on, asking with each item if he or she would like another (insert item).  At sometime he or she will drop it all = losing everything.  Send the kid to go sit down.

Can you play with all of that stuff at once?  [pause for answer]

No, in fact, when you have all of that stuff sometimes you stay inside and don’t play with your friends or make new ones.  You just end up spending all of your time with that stuff.  And, if (kid’s name) had all of that stuff – would that make you like them more?  It shouldn’t.  Here is someone in a movie with a lot of stuff that you may recognize:

Show clip from High School Musical II (Fabulous Song – about 3:30).  You see, Sharpe had a lot of stuff and enough money to fill her whole life with anything that she wanted. Do you think that all of that stuff made her happy?  [Take answers.]  Did Sharpe have a lot of friends in the movie?  Would you want to be her friend?  [Take answers.]  You mean that even though she had all of that stuff you wouldn’t want to be her friend?

There was a boy in the Bible that really liked nice things too!  Who has heard about the story of the Prodigal Son?  Ask if anyone knows what prodigal means.  [take answers] It means wasteful – let’s here that boy’s story … 

Retell the story of the Prodigal Son by cracking open a Bible (Luke 15:11-19). Even though you will not be reading directly from the Bible – make sure they know that this story is taken from the Bible.  [WITH ILLUSTRATIONS ON SCREEN] Below is the text to the story. Each number represents an illustration.

Text to Illustrations:

1. Meet George and Rufus.  Rufus is George’s little brother. Stop and tell the kids, “okay in the Bible we really don’t know the names of the brothers – but I’ve given them the names of George and Rufus to help us keep track of who is who!”

2. One day, Rufus decided he wanted to move far away from home. Far away from his brother George and his dad.

3. Rufus went to his dad and said, ‘Dad, give me my part of the family money – Oh, and some snacks for the road, and a cool coat, and maybe even a really nice camel. I want to move far away from home and live my own life.’

4. This made his dad very sad.  But he gave Rufus everything he asked for. Rufus packed his bags and moved far away from home.

5. Rufus could do anything he wanted.  He could buy bubble gum, and cream puffs, and big yellow hats with purple feathers!

6. And he did!  He bought jelly beans, and chocolate shakes, and a yellow pig with orange spots.  He spent every single penny.

7. Rufus was broke.  He didn’t have any money left!  And he was really hungry.  Rufus began to hurt, and so did his little yellow pig with orange spots.

8. That’s when Rufus met Farmer Jack.  Farmer Jack hired Rufus to feed his pigs.

9. Rufus was so very hungry! He was so hungry; he was ready to eat the slop in the pig pen.

10. Rufus said, 'My pig eats better than I do!  I am starving to death! I’ve had enough! I'm going back to my dad.

11. Rufus practiced what he would say to his dad.  He thought, “I'll say, ‘Dad, I did a bad thing.  But could I please work on your farm?’  Yeah, that’s what I’ll say!”  And off he went to see his dad.

12. When he was still far, far away, his dad saw him. And Dad came running with a big smile on his face!  He ran up to Rufus, and hugged him, and kissed him, and hugged him some more.

13. Then Rufus started his speech: “Dad, I did a really bad thing.  I spent everything you gave me and all I have left is this little spotted pig - But if I could just work on your farm…”

14. But Dad wasn't listening. He was calling to the farmhands, “Quick. Give Rufus my gold ring and some new shoes and some clean clothes. And cook up some wonderful food – barbecued beef!  We're going to have a party!  My son is home!  Yippee!

15. And they began to celebrate. And celebrate. And celebrate some more!

16. All this time, Rufus’s brother George was working out in the field. When George came close to the house, he heard a loud party going on.   He heard music and laughing.

17. “Everybody shouted, “Your brother is home! Your dad is throwing him a party to celebrate! —barbecued beef! - yum”

18. This made George really, really mad.  He wouldn’t even go into the house. His dad tried to talk to him, but George wouldn't listen.

19. George said, “I never left you!  I never disobeyed! All these years you never even gave me a pizza party with my friends!

20. Then here comes Rufus – who wasted all your money and lost everything except that yellow spotted pig! And you throw him a party?  …with barbecued beef?!”

21. Dad looked at Rufus and said, “'George, this is a wonderful time! When we thought Rufus was dead, we were sad.  Now we know he’s alive.  And it’s right to have a party! Let’s celebrate!”

Wow, that’s a crazy story.  And this story came right from the Bible – I did make some guesses on what Rufus may have bought with all his money. We don’t know for sure that he bought a yellow spotted pig or a yellow hat with purple feathers. But we do know that when he got the money from his father he wasted it. The Bible says: “He wasted his money on wild living. He spent everything he had.” (Luke 15:13&14) So all that stuff made him happy for a little bit – but not for long. And when he was hungry and eating with the pigs – and that part is in the Bible too – he really did get so hungry he ate with pigs!! But when he went back home his father welcomed him home, and forgave him.  But, let’s talk some more about the boy.

The boy got everything he thought he wanted, but was he happy (get responses).   He may have felt special while he was spending all that money – but it didn’t last did it? Let’s look at the end of the story. The Bible says that when he got hungry and had lost all of his money and stuff he went back home. And this is what his dad did, even though he knew that his son had lost of the money, (read from Bible) “While the son was still a long way off, his father saw him. He was filled with tender lover for his son. He RAN to him. The he threw his arms around him and kissed him.” (Luke 15:20) Wow – how special do you think that made the son feel? 

Share a personal story here to help the kids apply this concept – of a time when you felt special and it didn’t have anything to do with the stuff you had. Maybe it was when you were sick and someone cared for you. Or when you did poorly on a test and somebody comforted you.

You see, we sometimes think that having the stuff we want will make us happy, but God says that we don’t need that stuff to make us happy or special. It’s being loved by people and God. That’s what makes us special!

Pray: (If a child wants to pray let them lead the prayer. If not, here is a suggested prayer, but as always, feel free to use your own words as you talk to God!!) God, please help us to understand that you love us and think we’re special no matter what we wear or the kind of house or apartment we live in. Thanks for creating us in a really special way. Thanks for loving us just the way we are – with or without our stuff.  AMEN.

KIDS’ CLUB CODE WORD: Only the people in Kids’ Club and the kids will know what it means. We have some tools to hand out to you to help you remember too. The Code Word is NORP: 

N   No talking out of turn

O   Obey your leaders 

R   Respect others and their property

P   Put things back better than you found them
If a child is not respecting you or others, give them choices to achieve the desired behavior. Example - Play the game with the other kids or sit on the sidelines. They will likely choose to join the others, but follow through. Make sure that you are clearly communicating expectations.   Don’t be afraid to correct poor behavior.  Seek assistance if needed. 
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K – 4th Grade Small Group 

Consumed Week 2

February 16/17, 2008

Objective: Kids will learn that material things will eventually disappoint us, but things that God gives us will not.

Scripture: Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Gear:  Faith

Connect Question:  What are some gifts that God gives us?

Leader Preparation:

Things have a certain glitter and shine about them when they are new, but it doesn’t take long for the luster to wear off. Think about a new car and how great it looks, that is until it gets the first scratch or ding. Over time, the paint fades and it doesn’t smell quite as pleasant as it first did. But we are often drawn to the “newness” of stuff, only to be disappointed yet again. Jesus taught us to yearn for things that will last, treasure in heaven, versus things that will fade, rust and decay. 

We’re going to be learning that God’s gifts are worth way more than any toy or fun new gadget we could buy. God gives us love, family, shelter, food and so on. As you prepare to serve this weekend, ask God to help you truly find security and identity in the worth God places on you. Pray that as kids grow up, they will care more about what God thinks than what others think. 

Small Group Supplies: 
Set of 15 cards with the following pictures for each small group:

· a nice car

· Xbox360

· Heart (not like a human one) with the word LOVE

· The Bible

· Webkinz

· iPod

· the word “God”

· a swimming pool

· a digital camera

· a laptop computer

· a nice TV

· Pokemon cards

· a bicycle

· a dog

· a happy meal

Ice Breakers (10 minutes)

Ask kids what they think will last forever.

Large Group (30 minutes)

· Kids will talk about what things are worth putting our hearts into, and what things don’t last very long.

· They will play a game called “trash or treasure” in order to illustrate what lasts and what does not.

Small Group (20 minutes)


K-4 Activity: How long will it last?

Game Set Up:
· Tell a story about something you had when you were younger that didn’t last until now.  It could be a bike or a video game – something that was special to you.  Let the kids know that you thought it was so important then, but it didn’t last.  How did that make you feel?

· This game is for everyone to play together, as you hold up a picture have the kids tell you how long they think that item will last.

· Some things are in the middle – a dog lasts a while, but not forever.  Other things like a burger are very short lived.

· Discuss each item as it comes up – how many kids have that item?  How long will it be important to them?

Lesson Review:

· Read today’s verse from Matthew 6:21.  What does that mean?

· Why does Jesus want us to focus on things that will last forever?  (He loves us and doesn’t want us to be disappointed.)

· Where will your Webkinz and video game systems be when you are 30?  Do you think that you’ll still play with them?

· What kind of things last forever?

· What is the most important thing you own?

· How long will it last?

Prayer:  God, please help see what will last a long time.  Please protect our hearts from loving things that will not last very long.  Thank you for every blessing you give us.  AMEN.

Checkout time:  This is time for you to continue to get to know the kids in your group.  Keep the children engaged in some activity together until all the parents of your children have come.  Please remember to bring your "A" game and do things with "excellence!"

K – 4th Grade Large Group 

Consumed Week 2

February 16/17, 2008

Objective: Kids will learn that material things will eventually disappoint us, but things that God gives us will not.

Scripture: Matt 6:21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Gear:  Faith

Leader Preparation:

Things have a certain glitter and shine about them when they are new, but it doesn’t take long for the luster to wear off. Think about a new car and how great it looks, that is until it gets the first scratch or ding. Over time, the paint fades and it doesn’t smell quite as pleasant as it first did. But we are often drawn to the “newness” of stuff, only to be disappointed yet again. Jesus taught us to yearn for things that will last, treasure in heaven, versus things that will fade, rust and decay. 

We’re going to be learning that God’s gifts are worth way more than any toy or fun new gadget we could buy. God gives us love, family, shelter, food and so on. As you prepare to serve this weekend, ask God to help you truly find security and identity in the worth God places on you. Pray that as kids grow up, they will care more about what God thinks than what others think. 

Presentation note:  The game can be played with the whole class if it is a small group.

Large Group/AV Supplies:

· Matthew 6:21 on slide

· Bag of “trash”  -- just a trash bag that looks full

· A “treasure box”  -- can be empty

· Pictures of a garbage dump

· Clip from Dirty Jobs “Garbage Pit Technician” 33:08 to 34:07. This episode is available for order on Amazon.com from Dirty Jobs Season 2

Songs:  

· 2-4-6-8

· J is for Jesus

Hey everyone, welcome to Kids’ Club!  It’s great to have you here.  We’re going to sing some songs to get started.  Sing two songs

Review NORP

Do any of you ever help take out the trash?  It’s my least favorite chore.  Do you ever miss the things that you throw away once they are gone?  No, I never do.  Once it’s out in the trash I forget all about it.

Just for fun, we’re going to play a little game.  I need 5 volunteers to come up and help me.  You are going to be playing a game called “trash or treasure”.  It’s going to be pretty tough – you know why?  We’re going to go by what Jesus says is trash or treasure.  One time in the Bible he was telling some people what was important.  This is what he said:  [show slide]

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

See, he wanted us to focus on things that will last, not on things that will rust or end up in the dump.  For example, a piece of bubble gum – where will that end up?  What about serving someone else?  Can that end up in the dump?  Nope, it can’t.  But that piece of bubble gum sure will!

To play this game, you can get help from your friends in the audience.  I am going to say the name of something, and you will either go and stand on the side of the stage with the trash bag, or the side of the stage with the treasure box.  Got it?  Remember your friends in the audience can help you out!  Okay, here is the first thing:

Loving others– trash or treasure?

Right, loving other people is something that doesn’t rust or go away.  It’s a great thing to put your heart into.

A super cool pair of shoes that you’ve wanted for a long time and all of your friends have them.

Yep, those shoes aren’t going to last forever.  In fact, they may not even last a year if your feet are growing!

Raising money for kids in Africa who need help.

That’s a treasure.  When you give to others, they are blessed, and you grow closer to God – that is a treasure that will last forever.

A new house with a pool!

Yeah, even houses don’t last forever.  There is nothing that is terribly wrong with having a nice house, but when you worship it instead of God – that’s ugly!

A savings account with lots of money for you.

It’s really weird to say that money is trash, but you have to remember what Jesus was saying – he wants our heart to be focused on him.  Lots of money can definitely get in the way of that.

An Easter basket filled with all kinds of special treats for you.

Yeah, again Easter is a great time to celebrate, but Jesus wants us to think more about him than the Easter Bunny’s gifts.

Taking care of your little sister when she is sick.

That’s a treasure.  Again, when you serve others, you grow closer to God.

Stopping in the middle of your day to pray for someone you know is sad or sick.

That is a treasure.  Praying about everything is a great way to store up treasures in heaven.

Thanks to all of our volunteers.  Everyone will get the chance to play a similar game in small group today.

What is important is that you start to think about things that will last forever, and things that will help you grow closer to God.  Having things is not wrong, but Jesus wants us to focus on him – not a bunch of stuff.

So, next time you think about asking for a bunch of stuff in the store or pouting because you didn’t get the thing you wanted.  Ask yourself if it was something that leads to treasures in heaven or something that just ends up in the trash?

Oh, speaking of trash – have you ever seen a trash dump?  They are gross.  Here is a picture of one!

Even worse, that guy on dirty jobs worked at one for a day – let’s watch!

[Show clip from Dirty Jobs – Garbage Pit Technician]

That was really gross – no wonder Jesus tells us to put our treasures in heaven.  We don’t want our heart to end up in that dump like all of that trash!

Let’s pray:  Dear God please help us remember to set our hearts on treasures in heaven.  AMEN

KIDS’ CLUB CODE WORD: Only the people in Kids’ Club and the kids will know what it means. We have some tools to hand out to you to help you remember too. The Code Word is NORP: 

N   No talking out of turn

O   Obey your leaders 

R   Respect others and their property

P   Put things back better than you found them

If a child is not respecting you or others, give them choices to achieve the desired behavior. Example - Play the game with the other kids or sit on the sidelines. They will likely choose to join the others, but follow through. Make sure that you are clearly communicating expectations.   Don’t be afraid to correct poor behavior.  Seek assistance if needed. 



K-2nd Grade Small Group 

Consumed Week 3

February 23/24 2008

Objective:  Kids will do some activities to help them understand the concept of money and will recognized how reducing the dollars spent on things they want will give them more to spend on stuff they or others need.
Scripture:   Proverbs 22:7 Rich people rule over those who are poor. Borrowers are slaves to lenders. 

Connect Question:  How does it feel to wait for something you really want?
Leader Preparation:

It’s hard to distinguish between wants and needs, especially living in the land of excess and abundance. For preschoolers, this is an especially hard concept to grasp. However, they have to be prepared to distinguish between a want and need, since they are already being targeted by advertisers. Businesses want to create lifetime customers and they realize this starts at a very early age. God wants us to learn to be satisfied and to be free to give to others when He blesses us.

But what about us? Are we consumed by what we want or are we truly satisfied and grateful for having received what we need? Allow God to examine your heart this week and work on being grateful. Begin by thanking God for providing all your needs, listing those gifts one by one. Pray that the children in your class will begin to understand the difference between needs and wants and will even learn to do without some wants in order to meet the needs of others. 

Small Group Supplies:  

· Red and Green “cards”; A card for each kid that is red on one side and green on the other side

Ice Breakers (10 minutes)

Ask the kids if they have ever borrowed money from someone.

Large Group (30 minutes) 

Kids will hear a story about a boy who borrows money, and then regrets it.

Small Group (20 minutes)


K-2 Activity:  What is the wise choice?

Today, we are going to play a little game – it’s just for fun, but remember what you learned in large group today to help you make wise choices.  Are you ready?  When you hear an answer that you think is a wise choice put your card green side up, when you think it’s a bad choice, hold your card red side up.

Note to leaders:  Talk about the choices that kids will make as they go along.  Have them really think about what the right thing and wrong thing to do is in each situation.  Ask some leading questions:  What made you chose that?  Does that honor your parents?  Could you be patient and wait for something you really want?

Here is the first decision that you can make:

You see something in the store that you really want.  You don’t have the money to buy it.  And your mom says “no” when you ask her.  Do you:

a. Beg your mom for the toy – try to put it in the cart without her noticing it.

b. Find a way to earn the money yourself.  You may have to wait a while to get the thing you want.

Okay, ready for choice number two?  You are invited to go to the movies with your friends.  Your mom says it is fine with her, if you can pay for it.  You don’t have any money.  Do you:

a. Tell your friend that you can’t go this time – maybe next time.

b. Ask your mom, dad, brother, sister or friend if you can borrow the money.

Here is choice number three:  Your birthday was just last month.  You count up how much money you got, and decide to go spend some of it.  At the store you realize you have don’t have quite enough money to buy the big thing that you really wanted.  Do you:

a. Spend your money on a bunch of little things instead, like candy and other small stuff.

b. Keep saving – you have a few chores to do around the house, and you know you can earn the money to buy what you have been saving for.

Okay, here is the next choice:  It’s summer time, and your dad suggests that you find a way to earn some money this summer.  Do you:

a. Use the savings you do have to put up a lemonade stand and sell lemonade to make more money.

b. Count the money you have and keep saving, only spending money on stuff you really want this summer – like Kings Island or snacks at the pool.

For your last report card your grandma sent you $10.  You owe your brother from the $5 he loaned you on vacation.  Do you:

a. Spend the $10 on a toy you saw the other day at the store.  And pay your brother back some other time.

b. Pay back your brother right away.

Small Group Questions:

1. Have you ever lent money to a friend? Have you ever borrowed money from a friend?

2. How did borrowing money or lending money to a friend change your relationship?

3. Has someone ever borrowed money from you?  Did they pay you back?  How did that make you feel?  

4. How does it feel when you don’t have enough money to buy something?

5. Do you think that God thinks you are less valuable because you can’t buy something?

6. Do ever whine when your parents will not buy you something you want?

7. Why do you think they say no sometimes?

8. What is a credit card?  When you use a credit card and the bill comes do you think you pay just the amount you spent or more?  (it’s more – they charge you for “borrowing” money from the card company)

9. Is it better to pay for things with a credit card or real money?

10. There are lots of ways that we can serve others with our money – can you think of a way?

11. What is the difference between wanting something and needing something? (Use coloring sheet to explain.)

Prayer:  See if a kid wants to pray, first.  God, please help us to learn to make wise choices when it comes to money.  AMEN

Checkout time:  This is time for you to continue to get to know the kids in your group.  Keep the children engaged in some activity together until all the parents of your children have come.  Please remember to bring your "A" game and do things with "excellence!"

K – 4th Grade Large Group 

Consumed Week 3

February 23/24. 2008

Objective:  Kids will do some activities to help them understand the concept of money and will recognize how reducing the dollars spent on things they want will give them more to spend on stuff they or others need.
Scripture:   Proverbs 22:7 Rich people rule over those who are poor. Borrowers are slaves to lenders. 

Leader Preparation:

It’s hard to distinguish between wants and needs, especially living in the land of excess and abundance. For preschoolers, this is an especially hard concept to grasp. However, they have to be prepared to distinguish between a want and need, since they are already being targeted by advertisers. Businesses want to create life-time customers and they realize this starts at a very early age. God wants us to learn to be satisfied and to be free to give to others when he blesses us.

But what about us? Are we consumed by what we want or are we truly satisfied and grateful for having received what we need? Allow God to examine your heart this week and work on being grateful. Begin by thanking God for providing all your needs, listing those gifts one by one. Pray that the children in your class will begin to understand the difference between needs and wants and will even learn to do without some wants in order to meet the needs of others. 

Large Group Supplies:

· Proverbs 22:7 on screen

· Scanned pages from Junior Discovers Debt
One Large Group Presenter  

Sing two songs: 

· Everybody

· I’m Gonna Walk

Hey everyone, welcome to Kids’ Club!  I’m so glad that you are here.  We’re going to start by singing a few songs.

Review NORP.

Today, we are going to talk about something called debt.  Does anyone recognize that word?  Can someone tell me what it means?  [take an answer]

It means that you borrowed some money and have to pay it back.  The Bible has some pretty strong words about debt.  It says:  [Show verse on screen]

Proverbs 22:7 Rich people rule over those who are poor. Borrowers are slaves to lenders.

YIKES!  Do you really think that Borrowers are slaves to lenders?  Let’s take a look at a story that could help explain what that means.

Simplified version of the Dave Ramsey Book (Junior Discovers Debt – pages 4,6,7,12,13,14,15,16,19,20,22,23 scanned and on the screen)

Presenter Note:  The book is a story about a boy who borrows money from his sister to buy something he really wants.  She makes him do all of her chores for the next week, and he regrets his decision about borrowing the money from her.

You see, junior had a few miserable weeks doing twice as many chores and being his sister’s servant.  That was really terrible for him.

I bet that he wished he had never borrowed that money in the first place.  What could he have done instead?  [take answers]  Yep, he could have just waited and saved his money.

People have been borrowing money for a long time.  In fact, back in the days of the Bible if you didn’t pay someone back you could end up in a special prison called a debtor’s prison.  Debt is that serious!

It feels better if we spend money on what you have saved for or need, and be patient when you really want something that you can’t pay for!

Let’s pray: Dear God, please help us to be patient when we really want something.  Also, help us to give to others when they are in need.  AMEN.

KIDS’ CLUB CODE WORD: Only the people in Kids’ Club and the kids will know what it means. We have some tools to hand out to you to help you remember too. The Code Word is NORP: 

N   No talking out of turn

O   Obey your leaders 

R   Respect others and their property

P   Put things back better than you found them
If a child is not respecting you or others, give them choices to achieve the desired behavior. Example - Play the game with the other kids or sit on the sidelines. They will likely choose to join the others, but follow through. Make sure that you are clearly communicating expectations.   Don’t be afraid to correct poor behavior.  Seek assistance if needed. 

3rd – 4th Grade Small Group 

Consumed Week 3

February 23/24, 2008

Objective:  Kids will do some activities to help them understand the concept of money and will recognized how reducing the dollars spent on things they want will give them more to spend on stuff they or others need.
Scripture:   Proverbs 22:7 Rich people rule over those who are poor. Borrowers are slaves to lenders. 

Connect Question:  How does it feel to wait for something that you really want?
Leader Preparation:

It’s hard to distinguish between wants and needs, especially living in the land of excess and abundance. For preschoolers, this is an especially hard concept to grasp. However, they have to be prepared to distinguish between a want and need, since they are already being targeted by advertisers. Businesses want to create life-time customers and they realize this starts at a very early age. God wants us to learn to be satisfied and to be free to give to others when He blesses us.

But what about us? Are we consumed by what we want or are we truly satisfied and grateful for having received what we need? Allow God to examine your heart this week and work on being grateful. Begin by thanking God for providing all your needs, listing those gifts one by one. Pray that the children in your class will begin to understand the difference between needs and wants and will even learn to do without some wants in order to meet the needs of others. 

Small Group Supplies:  

· Red/Green Cards for each kid; Cards should be red on one side, green on the other.

Ice Breakers (10 minutes)

Ask the kids if they have ever borrowed money from someone.

Large Group (30 minutes) 

Kids will hear a story about a boy who borrows money, and then regrets it.

Small Group (20 minutes)


3-4 Activity:  Choose your own adventure:  Money

Today, we are going to play a little game – it’s just for fun, but remember what you learned in large group today to help you make wise choices.  Are you ready?

As I read a choice, put your card red side up if you would NOT pick that.  Green side up if you would make that choice.

Leaders Note:  Pause after you give each choice (A or B) and discuss kids responses.  Ask some leading questions:  What made you think that was a bad choice?  Who does that choice honor?  Do you think that you will be happy with that choice in a few months?

Here is the first choice that you can make:

You see something in the store that you really want.  You don’t have the money to buy it.  Do you:

c. Decide to borrow the money from your brother, even though he says he wants to be paid back double.

d. Find a way to earn the money yourself.  You may have to wait a while to get the thing you want.

Okay, ready for choice number two?  You are invited to go skiing with your friends.  Your mom says it is fine with her, if you can pay for it.  A day pass to the ski park is $23.00.  You look in your secret hiding place for cash.  You have exactly $20.00.  Do you:

c. Tell your friend that you can’t go this time – maybe next time.

d. Ask your mom, dad, brother, sister or friend if you can borrow $3.00 and go skiing.

Here is choice number three:  Your birthday was just last month.  You count up how much money you got, and decide to go spend some of it.  At the store you realize you have don’t have quite enough money to buy the big thing that you really wanted.  Do you:

c. Spend your money on a bunch of little things instead, like candy and other small stuff.

d. Keep saving – you have a few chores to do around the house, and you know you can earn the money to buy what you have been saving for.

Okay, here is the next choice:  It’s summer time, and your dad suggests that you find a way to earn some money this summer.  Do you:

c. Use the savings you do have to build a lemonade stand or buy lawn tools and sell lemonade or mow yards to make more money.

d. Count the money you have and keep saving, only spending money on stuff you really want this summer – like Kings Island or snacks at the pool.

For your last report card your grandma sent you $15.  You owe your brother from the $10 he loaned you on vacation.  Do you:

c. Spend the $15 on a toy you saw the other day at the store.  And pay your brother back some other time.

d. Pay back your brother right away.

Small Group Questions:

12. Have you ever lent money to a friend? Have you ever borrowed money from a friend? How did borrowing money or lending money to a friend change your relationship?

13. Has someone ever borrowed money from you?  Did they pay you back?  How did that make you feel?  

14. How does it feel when you don’t have enough money to buy something?

15. Do you think that God thinks you are less valuable because you can’t buy something?

16. What is a credit card?  When you use a credit card and the bill comes do you think you pay just the amount you spent or more?  (it’s more – they charge you for “borrowing” money from the card company)

17. Is it better to pay for things with a credit card or real money?

18. What is the difference between wanting something and needing it?

19. What kinds of things do you need?

20. Are there other people in the world that you can help out if you don’t always spend money on stuff you want?

21. Have you ever spent money to help someone else who needed something?

Prayer:  See if a kid wants to pray, first.  God, please help us to learn to manage our money and make wise choices.  AMEN

Checkout time:  This is time for you to continue to get to know the kids in your group.  Keep the children engaged in some activity together until all the parents of your children have come.  Please remember to bring your "A" game and do things with "excellence!"

3rd – 4th Grade Large Group 

Consumed Week 3

February 23/24, 2008

Objective:  Kids will do some activities to help them understand the concept of money and will recognize how reducing the dollars spent on things they want will give them more to spend on stuff they or others need.
Scripture:   Proverbs 22:7 Rich people rule over those who are poor. Borrowers are slaves to lenders. 

Leader Preparation:

It’s hard to distinguish between wants and needs, especially living in the land of excess and abundance. For preschoolers, this is an especially hard concept to grasp. However, they have to be prepared to distinguish between a want and need, since they are already being targeted by advertisers. Businesses want to create life-time customers and they realize this starts at a very early age. God wants us to learn to be satisfied and to be free to give to others when He blesses us.

But what about us? Are we consumed by what we want or are we truly satisfied and grateful for having received what we need? Allow God to examine your heart this week and work on being grateful. Begin by thanking God for providing all your needs, listing those gifts one by one. Pray that the children in your class will begin to understand the difference between needs and wants and will even learn to do without some wants in order to meet the needs of others. 

Large Group Supplies:

· Proverbs 22:7 on screen

· Scanned pages (listed below) from Junior Discovers Debt by Dave Ramsey
One Large Group Presenter  

Sing two songs: 

· Everybody

· I’m Gonna Walk

Hey everyone, welcome to Kids’ Club!  I’m so glad that you are here.  We’re going to start by singing a few songs.

Review NORP.

Today, we are going to talk about something called debt.  Does anyone recognize that word?  Can someone tell me what it means?  [take an answer]

It means that you borrowed some money and have to pay it back.  The Bible has some pretty strong words about debt.  It says:  [Show verse on screen]

Proverbs 22:7 Rich people rule over those who are poor. Borrowers are slaves to lenders.

YIKES!  Do you really think that Borrowers are slaves to lenders?  Let’s take a look at a story that could help explain what that means.

Simplified version of the Dave Ramsey Book (Jr. Discovers Debt – pages 4,6,7,12,13,14,15,16,19,20,22,23 scanned and on the screen)

Presenters Note:  This is the story of a boy who borrows money from his sister to buy a toy he really wants.  She makes him do all of her chores and he is miserable.  In the end, he regrets having borrowed the money instead of being patient.

You see, Junior had a few miserable weeks doing twice as many chores and being his sister’s servant.  That was really terrible for him.

I bet that he wished he had never borrowed that money in the first place.  What could he have done instead?  [take answers]  Yep, he could have just waited and saved his money.

People have been borrowing money for a long time.  In fact, back in the days of the Bible if you didn’t pay someone back you could end up in a special prison called a debtor’s prison.  That’s how serious debt is – prison!

It is really good if you can keep yourself from getting into any kind of debt.  Spend money on what you have saved for or need, and be patient when you really want something that you can’t pay for!

Let’s pray:

Dear God, please help us to be patient when we really want something.  Also, help us to give to others when they are in need.  AMEN.

KIDS’ CLUB CODE WORD: Only the people in Kids’ Club and the kids will know what it means. We have some tools to hand out to you to help you remember too. The Code Word is NORP: 

N   No talking out of turn

O   Obey your leaders 

R   Respect others and their property

P   Put things back better than you found them

If a child is not respecting you or others, give them choices to achieve the desired behavior. Example - Play the game with the other kids or sit on the sidelines. They will likely choose to join the others, but follow through. Make sure that you are clearly communicating expectations.   Don’t be afraid to correct poor behavior.  Seek assistance if needed. 
K – 4th Grade Small Group 

CONSUMED Week 4

March 1/2, 2008

Objective:  Kids will explore different ways they can cheerfully love others – and serve someone this week.

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:7 You should each give what you have decided in your heart to give. You shouldn't give if you don't want to. You shouldn't give because you are forced to. God loves a cheerful giver.
Bible Story: Feeding of the 5,000

Connect Question:  What can God do with what you give?

Leader Preparation:

Giving money is important, but sometimes just giving money can be a cop out, especially when it doesn’t really “cost” us anything. We are going to be challenging kids to give to others, but giving in ways that don’t necessarily involve money. Preschoolers actually get this better than adults do since they don’t exactly understand the concept of money just yet. They understand that they can give someone a hug, visit someone who is sick, make something special for the elderly neighbor down the street and so on. 

This week, think about how you can serve someone, but without using money. Maybe it’s time you give volunteering somewhere—like Kids’ Club. Perhaps it’s making a visit to your parent’s house or volunteering at a soup kitchen. The gift of time seems to be harder for adults to give. Maybe it’s something other than time. Whatever it is, look for ways to serve others, but without using money. 

Small Group Supplies: 

· Boxes (oriental Trading # IN-70/1017 through IN-70/1023) 3 per kid  (Red for save, Green for spend, Yellow for Give)
· Sharpies or paint pens that can decorate the boxes (need to test)

· The words GIVE, SAVE, SPEND on sheets of paper for kids to copy for spelling

· 10 fake $1 bills for each kid (can be black and white printed on green paper).  [Just a reminder – Reproduction of US currency in color or black and white is allowed as long as the reproductions are less than three-fourths or more than one and one-half the size of the original and one-sided.]

· Jewels and stickers to decorate the boxes.

· Glue

Additional for K-2nd Grade:  

· Stickers printed on clear labels with GIVE, SAVE, SPEND or have the words already written on the boxes.

Ice Breakers (10 minutes)

Ask kids if they have an allowance; ask what types of items they like to buy when they do have money.  Ask if they save money or if they have ever given money to church. 

Large Group (30 minutes) 

· Kids will learn about what it means to give God back some of the money that he gives us.  

· They will hear the story of a little boy who gave his lunch to Jesus, and fed 5000 people.

· They will learn that when we give to the church God can do amazing things with the money.

Small Group (20 minutes)


K-4 Activity: 

Each child gets 3 boxes and should label them:  Give, Save, Spend (Red for Save, Green for Spend, Yellow for Give)

Decorate the boxes (one for spending (80%), one for giving (10%), one for saving (10%)

Discuss whether or not God needs money (of course not, but talk about the power money has over us, and what the money can do when given to other purposes).

Have each kid practice putting $1 in Give, $1 in Save, and $8 in Spend.

Small Group Questions:

22. When you use your 80/10/10 boxes where will the 80% go? Where will the giving 10% go?  

23. Can 10% really have an impact?

24. Which part of the 80/10/10 makes you most excited?

25. What are some ways you can give to others without giving money?

26. What are some ways others have given to you without giving money? 

27. Can you do this 10/10/80 idea with money for your whole life?

28. Do you think that using your money this way honors God?  Why?

29. Can you give more than 10%?  How much could you give?

30. When everyone gives 10% do you think that can do more than just one person?

31. If you wanted to give 10% to church – where would you turn it in?  (make sure kids know where to put their money at church)

32.   Do your parents give money?

33.   Do you give other things (toys, clothes, etc) during the year?

34.   What can you do this week to serve someone without using money – like the boy who gave his lunch?

Prayer:  God, please help us to learn that our happiness and our value does not depend on what stuff we have and how much of it we have.  Help us to know that you love us for who we are not what we have.  AMEN

Checkout time:  This is time for you to continue to get to know the kids in your group.  Keep the children engaged in some activity together until all the parents of your children have come.  Please remember to bring your "A" game and do things with "excellence!"

K – 4th Grade Large Group 

CONSUMED Week 4

February 23/24, 2008

Objective:  Kids will explore different ways they can cheerfully love others – and serve someone this week without using money.

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:7 You should each give what you have decided in your heart to give. You shouldn't give if you don't want to. You shouldn't give because you are forced to. God loves a cheerful giver.
Leader Preparation:

Giving money is important, but sometimes just giving money can be a cop out, especially when it doesn’t really “cost” us anything. We are going to be challenging kids to give to others, but giving in ways that don’t necessarily involve money. Preschoolers actually get this better than adults do since they don’t exactly understand the concept of money just yet. They understand that they can give someone a hug, visit someone who is sick, make something special for the elderly neighbor down the street and so on. 

This week, think about how you can serve someone, but without using money. Maybe it’s time you give volunteering somewhere—like Kids’ Club. Perhaps it’s making a visit to your parent’s house or volunteering at a soup kitchen. The gift of time seems to be harder for adults to give. Maybe it’s something other than time. Whatever it is, look for ways to serve others, but without using money. 

One Large Group Presenter

Large Group/AV Needs:

· 2 Corinthians 9:7 on slide

· The boxes we are using for small group already decorated (GIVE SAVE SPEND)

· 10 $1 bills (can be play money) Just a reminder – Reproduction of US currency in color or black and white is allowed as long as the reproductions are less than three-fourths or more than one and one-half the size of the original and one-sided.]

· Pictures for the screen:  kids getting shoes, people getting food, habitat house and family, kids getting gifts

· Five small rolls for each service

· Two small plastic fish

Sing Two songs:  

· J is for Jesus

· Everybody

Hi! It’s so good to be in Kids’ Club with you today – I can’t wait to get to the lesson!

But first, let’s sing.  (Sing two songs)

Review NORP

Okay, last week we talked about debt.  This week, we are going to talk about what to do with the money that we do have.

Ask who has given money before; to a friend, a church, a radio station, a fundraiser, some other organization?  Who has volunteered for a group before?  washed cars, read books with younger kids, spent time with the elderly, played with the baby, walked the neighbor’s dog etc.   What did you do?  [Take answers] 

There are lots of ways that we can give toward others, including our time and money.

I need 3 volunteers to come up here [pick 3 kids – give each kid one of the three already decorated jars] 

How many of you have a bank at home?  Good, good – what kind of bank is it?  [Take answers]  There are lots of different kids of banks and today you are each going to make a bank that will remind you that we should do 3 different things with our money.

Okay, first comes the really fun very part – how many of you have ever given money away?  What did you give it to? [Take answers]  Well, I am going to put $1 into the bank that ______ is holding labeled GIVE right away.  This is to remind us that God asks that we tithe (or give) 10% of what we have back to Him.  That means that if we have $10, God wants $1 back.  Now, if you have $10 is one too much to give back to God? Nope, hat’s not too much.  Especially since it is all God’s money to start with and he gave it to us.

Now, how many of you have ever saved money?  [take answers]  Well, to help us remember to SAVE some of our money, I am going to put $1 of my $10 into the bank that ______ is holding labeled SAVE.  A good way to save is to save 10% of our money.  That means if we have $10, we just save $1.

Who likes to spend money?  YEAH!  I do too.  What do you spend money on?  [Take answers]  All of those are things that you can spend your money on.  I have $10 here, and I am going to put $8 of it into this bank that _____ is holding labeled SPEND.  This is to remind us to spend about 80% of our money.  That means if we have $10 we spend $8 on all of things that we need to live off of.

Now, I want to go back to that money that we gave back to God.  What happens with that money that you give?  Well, things like having a building to come to on Sunday to learn more about God or serving people who are poor around us – it goes to really good stuff.  Even stuff around Kids Club is because people gave money to God – things like this stage, any crafts you do, and any toys you play with here are all because someone gave money to God.

Here are some pictures of things that can happen when we give.

These are kids getting shoes who didn’t have any.

Here are some people who got to eat because people gave food.

Here are some people who got a house, because people gave their time and money to build it.

Here are some kids who go to have Christmas because people gave gifts.

All of those things happen when we give our time and money to others.

[As you are telling the story you can hold up the bread and fish.]

In the book of John, the Bible tells a story about a little boy who gave what he had.  You see, there were thousands and thousands of people who had gathered to listen to Jesus teach.  Jesus told his closest friends, the disciples to find food for them.  That really discouraged the disciples, because they didn’t know where they were going to get all of that food.   In fact, they said that it would take a year of money to buy food for all of those people.  There were about 5000 people around.  Can you imagine cooking dinner for 5000 people?  Than, the boy handed them his lunch – five small loaves of bread and two fish.  When Jesus blessed that food and the disciples started to pass it out they had enough food for everyone.  [Give some of the bread to the volunteers who are still up on stage]

Jesus took what the boy had, and multiplied it, so there was enough for everyone.

My volunteers can go sit down – thank you for your help.

Here is what God also says to us about giving: [on screen]

2 Corinthians 9:7 You should each give what you have decided in your heart to give. You shouldn't give if you don't want to. You shouldn't give because you are forced to. God loves a cheerful giver.

He doesn’t want us to give just because he asks for it, but wants us to give and be happy about it!  I love that.

KIDS’ CLUB CODE WORD: Only the people in Kids’ Club and the kids will know what it means. We have some tools to hand out to you to help you remember too. The Code Word is NORP: 

N   No talking out of turn

O   Obey your leaders 

R   Respect others and their property

P   Put things back better than you found them

If a child is not respecting you or others, give them choices to achieve the desired behavior. Example - Play the game with the other kids or sit on the sidelines. They will likely choose to join the others, but follow through. Make sure that you are clearly communicating expectations.   Don’t be afraid to correct poor behavior.  Seek assistance if needed. 

Find Your Way Through the Fish from Head to Tail

[image: image4.wmf]

K – 4th Grade Small Group 

CONSUMED Week 5

March 8/9, 2008

Objective: Kids will focus on living thankful lives, mainly through prayer.
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
Gear: Worship – Gives honor or reverence to God.

Bible Story: Luke 17:11 – 19 Story of the 10 Lepers

Connect Question:  What are you thankful for?

Leader Preparation:

When we understand that all we have comes from God and that He has been more than generous to us, our response should be gratitude and praise. Part of the issue for us is continually recognizing God’s provision and kindness. This week, reflect on the story of the 10 lepers in Luke 17:11-18. Allow God to show you if there are things in your life for which you have not said thank you and then respond appropriately, as God leads you. Pray that the children in your class and small group will be able to understand why they should be thankful and that they will begin to live a life of gratitude.  

Large Group (30 minutes)

Talk about the story with the 10 lepers and how we should thank God.

Small Group (20 minutes)


Small Group Supplies:

· Empty Pitcher for each small group 

· Bigger pitcher or bowl filled with water for each group

· Small Dixie cup for each child  (http://www.logo-it.net/papercups.htm maybe the 4oz. ones here printed with ACTS and CONSUMED logo)

· Some kind of tin to put the pitcher in when the water over flows – one for each group.

· One piece of paper for each small group. Draw a line on the paper dividing it into 4 quarters – label each quarter Adoration, Confess, Thanksgiving, Supplication.

· Markers for each small group

Activity: 

Today we will be talking about things we are thankful for.  Review the ACTS model of praying that was talked about in large group.  Remind kids this is just one way to pray.  They don’t have to pray like this every time.

· A – Adoration.  What is so great about God? (he created us, he takes care of us, he gives us food, he sent his son Jesus, he hears every single one of us when we pray even when we’re all talking at the same time, he forgives us when we mess up . . .)

· C – Confession.  What have you done lately that God is not happy about? (did you steal something from a friend, did you cheat on a test, did you say a bad word, did you disobey your parents) Ask God to forgive you. God will forgive you immediately – just ask!

· T – THANKSGIVING. What are you thankful for?

· S – Supplication. What do you need?  Ask God for it. God wants us to bring all of our needs and the needs of others to him.

First let’s focus on THANKSGIVING! 

· Give the group one minute to think of at least one thing they are thankful for.

· Pass out a paper cup with water in it to each child

· Put the pitcher in the center of the table inside the tin

· Go around the circle and have each child say out loud what they are thankful for, once they are done have them pour their water in the pitcher.

· Repeat until everyone has had a chance to say what they are thankful for.

· The idea is to have your pitcher over flow…your group has so much to be thankful for it can not be contained!!!  (if it doesn’t overflow the first time around have the kids go around two or three times and say a second thing they are thankful for)

· See if each kid can think of something specific or unique like “god has given me a talent for singing, or my mom is so loving, or my dog helps me cheer up when I am sad” instead of just saying “my house” etc.

Small Group Questions:

· When you give someone how do you feel when they say “thank you”?  How do you feel when you do something nice for someone and they don’t even say thank you? How do you think God feels when we thank him or when we don’t?

· When during the day can you remember to stop and be thankful in prayer?  (brushing your teeth, before you eat, when you wake up, etc)

· Do you think that you have enough things that you are thankful for that you could make one pitcher overflow yourself?

Second Activity

Put the large paper on your table. Show the kids that it is divided into four sections. Review what each section of ACTS means. Then have the kids write or draw things that they would like to pray for in each section. If the kids are drawing – ask them about their illustration and label it. Display these on the wall when your group is finished. Kids may move around the table, or put the paper on the floor so they can draw or write in different sections of the paper.

Prayer: As you end your time in prayer today, pray using the ACTS model so the kids can hear what it sounds like.  Tell the kids that you are going to do this, so they can be ready to hear it.  With older kids, let them lead the prayer model.

Dear God, You are so amazing!  You do such great things for us!  Please forgive me for the bad word I said yesterday and forgive me for not wanting to share my things with my friend.  Thank you for the warm house and food you give me to take care of me. And finally please keep me safe this week.  All God’s children said amen!

Checkout time:  This is time for you to continue to get to know the kids in your group.  Keep the children engaged in some activity together until all the parents of your children have come.  Please remember to bring your "A" game and do things with "excellence!"

KIDS’ CLUB CODE WORD: Only the people in Kids’ Club and the kids will know what it means. We have some tools to hand out to you to help you remember too. The Code Word is NORP: 

N   No talking out of turn

O   Obey your leaders 

R   Respect others and their property

P   Put things back better than you found them

If a child is not respecting you or others, give them choices to achieve the desired behavior. Example - Play the game with the other kids or sit on the sidelines. They will likely choose to join the others, but follow through. Make sure that you are clearly communicating expectations Don’t be afraid to correct poor behavior.  Seek assistance if needed. 

K – 4th Grade Large Group

CONSUMED Week 5

March 8/9, 2008

Objective: Kids will focus on living thankful lives, mainly through prayer.
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
Gear: Worship – Gives honor or reverence to God.

Bible Story: Luke 17:11 – 19 Story of the 10 Lepers

Leader Preparation:

When we understand that all we have comes from God and that He has been more than generous to us, our response should be gratitude and praise. Part of the issue for us is continually recognizing God’s provision and kindness. This week, reflect on the story of the 10 lepers in Luke 17:11-18. Allow God to show you if there are things in your life for which you have not said thank you and then respond appropriately, as God leads you. Pray that the children in your class and small group will be able to understand why they should be thankful and that they will begin to live a life of gratitude.  

One Large Group Presenter

AV/Props/Costumes/Supplies: 

Larry Leper illustrations

Slides with pictures - 5 slides total

ACTS – on screen

· A –Adoration

· C – Confession

· T -Thanksgiving (main focus)

· S -Supplication

Songs: 

3/4th Grade: Band

K-2nd Grade:  

· Lovely Noise

· 2-4-6-8 

· Briefly review NORP

Presenter:  Hey how many of you have heard about Jesus and how he would heal people? Raise your hand.  Like that guy that whose friend lowered him through the roof to see Jesus because there was no room to get in through the door.  Or that time he made a blind man see.  It’s pretty amazing stuff.  What would you do if you broke your leg and Jesus just walked up to you and fixed it?  No six weeks in a cast, getting all itching and yucky skin!  He just came up and healed it on the spot.  Do you believe He could do it?  It would be pretty amazing.

Well today I have another amazing story for you about these 10 guys, who were called lepers.  They had this disease called leprosy which made them outcasts…no one wanted to go near them.  They had to live out side the city and weren’t allowed to even talk with anyone in the city.

Here is the story about when they met Jesus:  Show LARRY THE LEPER illustrations as you read the following. Each number represents an illustration. Remind the kids that this story comes directly from the Bible

Jesus heals the lepers (Luke 17:11-19) Being thankful

1. See that man way over there?  That’s Larry.  Larry lives way over there, in Leperville. (tell the kids – we really don’t know that this guys name was Larry. And we’re not sure of the 
2. Larry lives way over there in Leperville because that’s where lepers live…far away from everybody else.  Larry is a leper.  Lepers have leprosy. 

3. Larry’s skin is bumpy, and stubbly, and scratchy, and itchy.  And sometimes it falls off. That’s what happens when you have leprosy.

4. Everybody stays far away from lepers.  Nobody wants to be a leper.  

5. One day, Jesus was passing by Leperville.  Larry and his nine leper friends saw Jesus coming. 

6. They stayed far away from Jesus.  They thought Jesus might run away from them. 

7. But they yelled from far away, “Jesus, please!  Oh, please make us better!”

8. Jesus saw Larry and the other nine lepers.  Jesus knew that he could make them well.  

9. Jesus told Larry and the lepers to go see the leaders.  The leaders would make sure that the lepers were all better.

10. While Larry and the lepers were on their way to see the leaders, they got better!

11.  Larry looked at his skin.  It wasn’t bumpy, or stubbly, or scratchy, or itchy anymore! 

12.  Larry looked at his nine leper friends.  Their skin wasn’t bumpy, or stubbly, or scratchy, or itchy anymore either! 

13.  Larry was very excited!  Larry ran back to thank Jesus for making him better.  

14.  Larry shouted, and danced, and ran all the way back to thank Jesus.  Larry was very thankful.

15.  Larry was so thankful he kneeled down at Jesus feet.  Larry worshipped Jesus.  He gave thanks for everything Jesus did for him.

16.  Jesus asked, “Larry, where are your friends?  Aren’t they all better, too?”

17.  Larry looked around.  He was all alone.   Larry was the only one who came back to thank Jesus!

18.  Larry was all better.  Larry’s friends were all better.  But none of Larry’s friends came back to thank Jesus! 

19.  Jesus said, “Larry, you did the right thing.  You showed me you love me by coming back to say, ‘Thank you!’  

20. “Now, get up. Get on your way. You’re all better!  Keep celebrating!"

So these 10 lepers, found Jesus and they asked him, “Jesus – help us.” What did Jesus do? (get responses) And after they got all better – what did the lepers do? (get responses) Right, so the 10 guys run into the city all excited because they are healed…then one stops.  He turns around and goes back out of the city to where Jesus is.  This one man is yelling, “Thank you God, Thank you Jesus!”  He is so excited that he is healed and can’t wait to show Jesus.  

Then Jesus asks, “Where are the other 9?  Weren’t they healed too?”  Only one man even thought to go back and thank Jesus for the amazing thing he had done.

I bet you that there are some amazing things that have happened to people here in this room.  In your small group you are going to get to share some of those things.  But here’s my question for you?  Are you like the one man who came back to Jesus or like the other nine who yelled, “Woo hoo, we’re healed” and never gave a second look back?  Jesus is so great to us; we need to remember to thank him.

So can anyone tell me how we can thank Jesus? (kids yell out “by praying”) Yes – you are right.  We get to tell Jesus thank you by praying.  Did you know there are lots of ways to pray?  There’s no one way or correct way.  But I want to teach you an easy way to make sure you tell him everything you want.  All you have to do is remember ACTS. (Show on screen)

(Show A on screen)

Now the A stands for Adoration.  That’s a pretty big word that means what is it that we admire about God?  What is so great about God? [take answers] (he created us, he listens to our prayers and can hear all of us at the same time, he sent his son Jesus to die for us)

(Show C on screen)

The C stands for Confession.  What have you done lately that God is not happy about? (did you steal something from a friend, did you cheat on a test, did you say a bad word, did you disobey your parents) Ask God to forgive you during the confession part of praying. God will forgive you immediately  - all you have to do is ask!

(Show T on screen)

The T stands for THANKSGIVING – What are you thankful for?  Like in the story we heard, it is REALLY great when we spend part of our time talking to God THANKING HIM for the ways he has blessed our lives.

(Show S on screen)

And the S stands for Supplication…that’s a hard word, I had to look it up myself but basically it means “what do you need?”   And ask God for it…(share something that you’ve asked God for – share a big thing –like healing a sick person, having a baby . . . and a “smaller” request like getting to watch their favorite TV show . . .) God wants to hear all of our requests no matter how big or little we think they are.

(Go back to ACTS)

This week try practicing talking to God by following these 4 steps….don’t forget to thank Him.  We are usually really good for asking for things but often forget to thank Him.

That’s how simple it is!!!  Today in small group, you are going to talk about being thankful.

Now, let’s pray.  See if you can pick out the ACTS in this prayer!

Dear God – We know you are amazing.  You sent Jesus to do all these great things here on earth.  Please forgive us for the bad things we have done this week like saying a bad word or not obeying our parents.  Thank you for everything you do for us like giving a warm bed and good food.  Or people in our life who love us.  Finally we ask that you would keep us safe this week so we can come back to Kids’ Club again.  All God’s children said, amen!

How can I serve others?
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K-2nd Grade Small Group 

CONSUMED Week 6

March 15/16, 2008

Objective: Kids will learn about the local church, crossroads, and decide how they can be generous now and in the future.
Scripture: JOHN 13:34-35  "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

Gear: Serving/Giving – Serves and gives to others without need of something in return.

Connect Question:  Who are you going to serve?

Leader Preparation:

Here is the church, here is the steeple, open the doors and see all the…people! It’s hard for us to grasp the concept that church is not a building, place or event that we attend. Church is the people of God in action: whether they are worshipping, serving the poor, building a house for Habitat or loving and caring for preschoolers each weekend. The church is the Kingdom of God at work—the Revolution that Jesus began years ago, moving forward. 

This week we want to help children understand what church really is. We’re going to be highlighting different aspects of what the church does and who the church is. Take time this week to thank God for the joy of Christian community. A famous theologian once wrote that Christian community is a privilege—not everyone gets to experience it. When we get the opportunity to engage with other believers in what God is doing in the world, we should be thankful. Take a moment to pray for the other leaders in your room and for your ministry leaders. 
Large Group (30 minutes)

· Video or pictures highlighting Go Peanut Butter, Food Drive, Mamelodi, books, Go Cincinnati, Angel Tree, Soup Kitchen.

· Live interviews with several kids as to how they have been generous.

Small Group (20 minutes)


Small Group Supplies:

· Pre-made Advent style serving calendars for the year with one service activity for each month (calendar starts in March)

· Calendars should be pre-glued and cut, kids decorate them with crayons and markers

Activity: 

Today we are talking about what it means to be generous or serve others.  The dictionary defines generous as giving unselfishly or openhanded.  

· Imagine if everyone in this world gave things freely??  How would things change?

· How was Jesus generous when he was here? (Feed 5,000 people, used his time to teach people about God, healed lots of people, etc.)

· Talk about things we can do right now to be generous.  (give up our chair to someone else who came late, share the jump rope with someone who is new)

· What can we do this week that is generous?

· Finally, we are going to decorate these calendars.

· Put the calendar somewhere everyone in your family can see it.  

· At the beginning of each month open the flap and see what you should do to serve others.

· As a group, open March to see what you should do this month for someone else.

Prayer:

Dear Jesus – Teach us to be generous like you.  You give of your time, your love and your life.  Help us to hold true to the promises we wrote in these time capsules so that you will be proud of us for following in your footsteps.  All Gods Children said Amen.

Checkout time:  This is time for you to continue to get to know the kids in your group.  Keep the children engaged in some activity together until all the parents of your children have come.  Please remember to bring your "A" game and do things with "excellence!"

KIDS’ CLUB CODE WORD: Only the people in Kids’ Club and the kids will know what it means. We have some tools to hand out to you to help you remember too. The Code Word is NORP: 

N   No talking out of turn

O   Obey your leaders 

R   Respect others and their property

P   Put things back better than you found them

If a child is not respecting you or others, give them choices to achieve the desired behavior. Example - Play the game with the other kids or sit on the sidelines. They will likely choose to join the others, but follow through. Make sure that you are clearly communicating expectations.  Don’t be afraid to correct poor behavior.  Seek assistance if needed. 
K – 4th Grade Large Group

CONSUMED Week 6

March 15/16, 2008

Objective: Kids will learn about the local church, crossroads, and decide how they can be generous now and in the future.
Scripture: JOHN 13:34-35  "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

Gear: Serving/Giving – Serves and gives to others without need of something in return.

Leader Preparation:

Here is the church, here is the steeple, open the doors and see all the…people! It’s hard for us to grasp the concept that church is not a building, place or event that we attend. Church is the people of God in action: whether they are worshipping, serving the poor, building a house for Habitat or loving and caring for preschoolers each weekend. The church is the Kingdom of God at work—the Revolution that Jesus began years ago, moving forward. 

This week we want to help children understand what church really is. We’re going to be highlighting different aspects of what the church does and who the church is. Take time this week to thank God for the joy of Christian community. A famous theologian once wrote that Christian community is a privilege—not everyone gets to experience it. When we get the opportunity to engage with other believers in what God is doing in the world, we should be thankful. Take a moment to pray for the other leaders in your room and for your ministry leaders. 

One Large Group Presenter

Presenter Note:  Choose kids and volunteers for the interview ahead of time.  Let them know the questions that you will be asking, and practice if you have time.

AV/Props/Costumes/Supplies: 

· Slide show of all the service events that crossroads has done in the past year.  Focusing on kids that were involved. (GO Peanut butter, Angel Tree, Mamelodi, etc.)

· Bag of candy for each service with enough candy for each kid to have one piece.

· Real microphone for interviews.

Songs: 

· Undignified

· I’m Gonna Walk

Presenter:  

Review NORP

Hello everyone!  Today I want to talk to you about being generous.  Who can tell me what that word means…? (call on a few volunteers)  Well in the dictionary it says that generous means unselfish or openhanded.  What does that mean? 

I need two volunteers to come help me show why it says “openhanded”.

Have each volunteer hold out a hand.

Put one piece of candy in their hand.

Have one volunteer close their hand tightly around the candy.

Have the other volunteer hold their hand open.

Okay, now, if I am being open handed it means that I don’t mind giving what I have away (take the candy out of the hand of the openhanded volunteer).  Let the kids react – they’ll be a grown or some disappointment.

BUT, it also means that if I am being open handed about what I have, God can put more stuff in my hand.  (Put 2 or 3 pieces of candy in the openhanded kid.)

You see, if we hold onto our stuff really tight – when God tries to give us more, we can’t grab it – show the kids by trying to put candy in the closed fist.

Thank you volunteers, you can go sit down!

Back to that word generous -- does it mean if I give you something today, I expect you to give me something next week? (Nooooo) Or does it mean that I give you something just because I want you to have it? (that’s it!)

I would like to interview a few people who think they have been generous this week.  Do I have any volunteers?  Select 2 or 3 kids. And ask them the following questions…

· How were you generous this week?

· How did it make__________ feel?

· How did it make you feel?

· Why did you do it?

· Do you expect to be paid back?

After interviewing a few kids….now I’d like to show you some of the ways we --meaning crossroads-- has been generous.  We’re the church, and that means that we are all people who are following Jesus.  You don’t have to come to this building for church.  The Church is all of the people in the world that follow Jesus.

See if you did any of these things this past year…. (show slide show)

If you have time, interview one more person…maybe even one of the leaders.  Ask them what being generous means to them.

Hey – before you leave I want to be generous to you!  I have a treat for each of you.  [Give out one piece of candy to each kid.]

Now, do I expect you to give me something just because I gave you something?  No, I just wanted to be generous to you!!!

You know, it’s hard to be generous sometimes when we look around and see all of the great stuff we have.  Sometimes, when the moment comes to give to others – it is hard to give things away.

Here is what Jesus says about us being generous to each other:  [show slide]

JOHN 13:34-35  "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

That means that people can tell that we follow Jesus if we are generous and show love to each other.  That’s pretty cool, and a good way to share our faith with others.

You are all going to get a chance to figure out ways you can be generous during small group today.  So let me pray and you guys can get to being generous.

Pray: Dear God – I thank you for all the people in this room who are generous.  Thank you for everything they have done for other people.  Please help them to keep doing things with an open hand.  Amen.


3 – 4th Grade Small Group 

CONSUMED Week 6

March 15/16, 2008

Objective: Kids will learn about the local church, crossroads, and decide how they can be generous now and in the future.
Scripture: John 13:34-35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
Gear: Serving/Giving – Serves and gives to others without need of something in return.

Connect Question:  Who are you going to serve?

Leader Preparation:

Here is the church, here is the steeple, open the doors and see all the…people! It’s hard for us to grasp the concept that church is not a building, place or event that we attend. Church is the people of God in action: whether they are worshipping, serving the poor, building a house for Habitat or loving and caring for preschoolers each weekend. The church is the Kingdom of God at work—the Revolution that Jesus began years ago, moving forward. 

This week we want to help children understand what church really is. We’re going to be highlighting different aspects of what the church does and who the church is. Take time this week to thank God for the joy of Christian community. A famous theologian once wrote that Christian community is a privilege—not everyone gets to experience it. When we get the opportunity to engage with other believers in what God is doing in the world, we should be thankful. Take a moment to pray for the other leaders in your room and for your ministry leaders. 

Large Group (30 minutes)

· Video or pictures highlighting Go Peanut Butter, Food Drive, Mamelodi, books, Go Cincinnati, Angel Tree, Soup Kitchen.

· Live interviews with several kids as to how they have been generous.

Small Group (20 minutes)


Supplies:

· Plastic Easter egg for each kid

· Labels that say “Don’t open until 12/24/2008” to “seal” the eggs

· Paper (cut into small strips)

Activity: 

Today we are talking about what it means to be generous or serve others.  The dictionary defines generous as unselfish in giving or openhanded.  

· Imagine if everyone in this world gave things freely??  How would things change?

· How was Jesus generous when he was here? (Feed 5,000 people, used his time to teach people about God, healed lots of people, died for us, etc.)

· Talk about things we can do right now to be generous.  (give up our chair to someone else who came late, share the jump rope with someone who is new)

· What can we do this week that is generous?

· Finally, think of something you can work on from now until Christmas to be generous.  Once you know what it is, write it down and seal it in these time capsules. (can be give away ____ number of toys, rake my neighbor’s leaves, bake cookies for the neighbors, visit a nursing home, give ___ amount of money to a charity)  Try to think big!

· Once you have sealed it, don’t open it until Christmas Eve.  Hide it in the back of your refrigerator or some place else you will remember next Christmas.

· Then next Christmas Eve open it up and see if you were generous over the past several months.

Prayer:

Dear Jesus – Teach us to be generous like you.  You give of your time, your love and your life.  Help us to hold true to the promises we wrote in these time capsules so that you will be proud of us for following in your footsteps.  All Gods Children said Amen.

Checkout time:  This is time for you to continue to get to know the kids in your group.  Keep the children engaged in some activity together until all the parents of your children have come.  Please remember to bring your "A" game and do things with "excellence!"

KIDS’ CLUB CODE WORD: Only the people in Kids’ Club and the kids will know what it means. We have some tools to hand out to you to help you remember too. The Code Word is NORP: 

N   No talking out of turn

O   Obey your leaders 

R   Respect others and their property

P   Put things back better than you found them

If a child is not respecting you or others, give them choices to achieve the desired behavior. Example - Play the game with the other kids or sit on the sidelines. They will likely choose to join the others, but follow through. Make sure that you are clearly communicating expectations.  Don’t be afraid to correct poor behavior.  Seek assistance if needed. 
K – 4th Grade Large Group

CONSUMED Week 6

March 15/16, 2008

Objective: Kids will learn about the local church, crossroads, and decide how they can be generous now and in the future.
Scripture: John 13:34-35  "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

Gear: Serving/Giving – Serves and gives to others without need of something in return.

Leader Preparation:

Here is the church, here is the steeple, open the doors and see all the…people! It’s hard for us to grasp the concept that church is not a building, place or event that we attend. Church is the people of God in action: whether they are worshipping, serving the poor, building a house for Habitat or loving and caring for preschoolers each weekend. The church is the Kingdom of God at work—the Revolution that Jesus began years ago, moving forward. 

This week we want to help children understand what church really is. We’re going to be highlighting different aspects of what the church does and who the church is. Take time this week to thank God for the joy of Christian community. A famous theologian once wrote that Christian community is a privilege—not everyone gets to experience it. When we get the opportunity to engage with other believers in what God is doing in the world, we should be thankful. Take a moment to pray for the other leaders in your room and for your ministry leaders. 
One Large Group Presenter

Presenter Note:  Pick the kids and leaders that you may interview about being generous ahead of time and let them know the questions that you will be asking them.  Practice with the kids if you have time.

AV/Props/Costumes/Supplies: 

· Slide show of all the service events that crossroads has done in the past year.  Focusing on kids that were involved. (GO Peanut butter, Angel Tree, Mamelodi, etc.)

· Bag of candy for each service with enough candy for each kid to have one piece.

· Handheld microphone for interviews.

Songs: 

1. Undignified

2. I’m Gonna Walk

Presenter:  

Review NORP

Hello everyone!  Today I want to talk to you about being generous.  Who can tell me what that word means…? (call on a few volunteers)  Well in the dictionary it says that generous means unselfish in giving or openhanded.  What does that mean?  

I need two volunteers to come help me show why it says “openhanded”.

Have each volunteer hold out a hand.

Put one piece of candy in their hand.

Have one volunteer close their hand tightly around the candy.

Have the other volunteer hold their hand open.

Okay, now, if I am being open handed it means that I don’t mind giving what I have away (take the candy out of the hand of the openhanded volunteer).  Let the kids react – they’ll be a grown or some disappointment.

BUT, it also means that if I am being open handed about what I have, God can put more stuff in my hand.  (Put 2 or 3 pieces of candy in the openhanded kid.)

You see, if we hold onto our stuff really tight – when God tries to give us more, we can’t grab it – show the kids by trying to put candy in the closed fist.

Thank you volunteers, you can go sit down!

Now, back to that word – being GENEROUS.  Does it mean if I give you something today, I expect you to give me something next week? (Nooooo) Or does it mean that I give you something just because I want you to have it? (that’s it!)

I would like to interview a few people who think they have been generous this week.  Do I have any volunteers?  Select 2 or 3 kids. And ask them the following questions…

· How were you generous this week?

· How did it make__________ feel?

· How did it make you feel?

· Why did you do it?

· Do you expect to be paid back?

After interviewing a few kids….now I’d like to show you some of the ways we meaning crossroads has been generous.  See if you did any of these things this past year…. (show slide show)

If you have time, interview one more person…maybe even one of the leaders.  Ask them what being generous means to them.

Hey – before you leave I want to be generous to you!  I have a treat for each of you.  [Give out one piece of candy to each kid.]

Now, do I expect you to give me something just because I gave you something?  No, I just wanted to be generous to you!!!

You know, it’s hard to be generous sometimes when we look around and see all of the great stuff we have.  Sometimes, when the moment comes to give to others – it is hard to give things away.

Here is what Jesus says about us being generous to each other:  [show slide]

John 13:34-35  "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

That means that people can tell that we follow Jesus if we are generous and show love to each other.  That’s pretty cool, and a good way to share our faith with others.

You are all going to get a chance to figure out ways you can be generous during small group today.  So let me pray and you guys can get to being generous.

Dear God – I thank you for all the people in this room who are generous.  Thank you for everything they have done for other people.  Please help them to keep doing things with an open hand.  Amen.
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CONSUMED – Week 1

February 9/10, 2008

CONSUMED environment:  The room has things that the kids desire (iPods, Laptops, video game systems) that have been turned into decorations.  Blatantly, there are nails and screws through the screens of these things.  They absolutely are junk.  For 5/6th grade this may look like a sculpture made of this stuff.  The thought is that all the stuff that you desire on earth will be in the junkyard someday.

Objective: Kids will understand that clothes, money and stuff do not make us happy or more special.
Gear:  Self Control

Connect Question:  What makes you really happy?

Focus Verse:  Luke 12:15  

Then he said to them, “Watch out!  Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things.  Life is not made up of how much a person has.”

Music:  “Fabulous” from High School Musical Two
AV/Large Group Needs:

Make sure we have plenty of good dry erase markers

Pictures of celebrities that both boys and girls would like:

High School Musical cast

Hannah Montana

Carson Palmer

Lindsay Lohan

Will Ferrell

Pictures of kids with next to nothing

Picture of Tom Cruise/Paris Hilton on same slide

Small Group Supplies:

A jar of strawberry preserves for each group in a glass jar

A metal spoon for each small group

A small bowl for each small group

A bag of change for each small group – the dirtier the better!

Group Game:

· Divide the kids into two equal groups, have one group line up on each side of the blackboard.
· Set a timer for 3 minutes (maybe longer for larger groups)
· Have each group write as many things they can think of that they want and put them on the board.
· Count how many things they thought of at the end of the time – there is no winner of this game – combine the two totals for one grand total of how many things this kids in the room want.
Large Group Teaching Points:  
· Together, you thought of _____ (number of things from game) things that you want.  That is a lot of stuff!  Do you think that if all of the sudden all of that stuff just appeared in this room you would be happy?

· Hmmm … let’s look at some pictures of people with a lot of stuff.

· Pictures of celebrities who have a lot of stuff – tell the kids the one thing we know about these people is that they have a lot of money.  Show the pictures in a row and with each one ask if they think that celebrity is happy or more special than anyone else.

· At the end of the pictures admit that we really can’t tell if these people are happy or not just by how much money they make.

· Show pictures of kids with next to nothing, ask if they are happy.

· Well, we can’t tell with them either.  You see – God is very specific about this.

· Show verse Luke 12:15  

Then he said to them, “Watch out!  Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things.  Life is not made up of how much a person has.”

· Prodigal Son story – this boy wanted his inheritance so badly that he was willing to give up his family to have it – in the end, he still wasn’t happy.

· Jesus tells us to watch out!  That’s a pretty strong warning against wanting to have more and more things.  Why do you think Jesus says to watch out?  [take answers]

· Also, probably because when we focus on more and more things, we lose focus on him!

· Let’s pray.  Can someone pray for us?

Small Group Activity:  Preserves

· Talk about the word “preserves” it means making sure that things will last a long time – and these preserves are going to last, they are clean and untouched.
· Open the jar and spoon some of the preserves into a bowl.  You see – they look great, good enough to eat!
· And the rest of this jar looks good, too.
· What would you think if I mixed this bag of dirty change into the preserves?  Would they still look good?
· Dump the bag of change into the jar a little at a time and mix it in with the spoon.
· This is what it’s like when we take our lives – beautiful, and clean and created by God and mix a bunch of stuff that we think is worth our time and money in.
· Wanting more and more stuff, and adding that to our lives makes things worse and worse.
· Just like the more change I add to this jar of perfectly good preserves, the more dirty it becomes.
Small Group Questions:

· What’s the best thing you got for Christmas?

· What’s the best thing that you got 3 years ago?

· Who gets the most gifts in your class?

· How do you know?

· Why does God love you?

· What qualities does He smile about in you?

· Does God love you more if you have more stuff?

· Do you think having more stuff brings you closer to people or separates you from them?

· What do you think life IS made up of (reference Luke 2:15)?

· Why do you think that God tells us to watch out and not want more and more things?
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CONSUMED – Week 2

February 16/17, 2008

Objective: Kids will learn that material things will eventually disappoint us, but things that God gives us will not. 

Gear:  Self Control

Focus Verse:  Matthew 6:19-21 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Connect Question:  What are some treasures in heaven? 
AV/Large Group Needs:

Matthew 6:19-21 on slide

Clip from Dirty Jobs “Garbage Pit Technician”  33:08 to 34:07. This episode is available for order on Amazon.com from Dirty Jobs Season 2

Rubber gloves

Safety goggles

Black trash bag full of these items (use from K-4th the week before):

A Bible

A pair of nice looking jeans

An iPod (just the box is fine – or a broken one)

An Xbox 360 (just the box is fine)

A computer/laptop box

An old newspaper

Some $1 bills

A photo of someone serving

A picture of a heart with the word “LOVE” on it

Empty pop cans

A banana peel

Small Group Supplies:

Magazines that the kids can look though to make collages (be sure to save some fresh ones for later services and have some magazines with some Christian articles or topics)

Two pieces of poster board for each small group for collages (any color, half sheets of poster board)

Scissors

Glue sticks

Markers

Group Game:  Trash or Treasure

· Select one volunteer to play the game

· Put the safety goggles and gloves on them

· Tell them they have 30 seconds to go through the trash bag and decide what is trash or treasure. (Designate one pile for trash and one for treasure)

· They CAN get help from the crowd.

Large Group Teaching Points:  
· That game showed what we think of as trash and treasure.  Some of it was obvious, and some of it was not.  Like those banana peels – obviously trash!

· Here is what Jesus said about trash and treasure:  [show slide]:   Matthew 6:19-21 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
· What kind of things do you think we put in the treasure pile that thieves could break in and steal or that moth and rust would destroy?  Anyone think we should we move to another pile?
· Jesus doesn’t tell us to not desire these things because he doesn’t want us to have any fun.  He tells us know because he knows that they will end up in the junkyard someday, and if our heart is tied up with them, we’ll be disappointed.
· Let’s take a look up close and personal at a junk yard [show Dirty Jobs clip]

· Not somewhere I would want my heart to end up!  For sure!

· Jesus sure knew what he was talking about.

· Let’s pray (have a kid pray for the group)

Small Group Activity:

· Have each kid think of some treasures in heaven that they could start to store up.  

· What are some treasures that will last forever?  What about some things that will not last forever?

· Have your group look through the magazines that are collected for you.

· Make two collages:  One that has things that represent treasures in heaven, one that has things that rust and moth can destroy (or could be stolen).  They may have to write on the treasures in heaven one – to have enough things.

· Try to fill up the whole poster.

After small group:

· Gather all of the kids back together.

· Have two kids from each group share their collages and tell why they picked what they did.
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CONSUMED – Week 3

February 23/24, 2008

Objective:  Kids will do some activities to help them understand the concept of money/debt and will recognize how reducing the dollars spent on things they want will give them more to spend on stuff they or others need.

Gear:  Serving/Giving

Focus Verse:  Proverbs 22:7

Rich people rule over those who are poor.  Borrowers are slaves to lenders.

Music:  Songs about money, God’s worth

Connect Question:  What is debt?

Large Group/AV Needs:  

The Price is Right Theme song clip http://www.elite.net/~gurpal/tv1.htm 

The Price is Right Logo on same slide as the theme song clip http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/b9/Season36OpeningLogo.jpg 
Pictures on slides of the following pairs (each pair on the same slide with a caption telling what each is)  NOTE:  Do not put asterisks on the slides – for presenter only:

· 2 Webkinz **/buying everything a family in Africa needs for a month

· Adopting a child from China to be in your family /a BMW** 

· A dinner out to eat for a family of four/three pairs of shoes for charity**

· Buying jeans on a credit card**/buying jeans with cash (should have identical pictures)

Small Group Supplies:

Fake $5 bills (10 per kid)

[Just a reminder – Reproduction of US currency in color or black and white is allowed as long as the reproductions are less than three-fourths or more than one and one-half the size of the original and one-sided.]
Red Cards (50 per small group – can be small squares of red card stock)

Large Group Game:  The Price is Right

· Show The Price is Right song clip with logo

· Tell the kids that today you are going to play your own version of the price is right.  You’ll need 2 volunteers.

· For the game kids will have to pick the thing on the screen that costs more. (higher cost items are **ed below)

· 2 Webkinz **/buying everything a family in Africa needs for a month

· Adopting a child from China to be in your family /a BMW** 

· A dinner out to eat for a family of four/three pairs of shoes for charity**

· Buying jeans on a credit card**/buying jeans with cash (should have identical pictures)

Large Group Teaching Points:

· Ask what debt is.  [Take answers]

· Explain that debt is when you don’t have the money to buy something, so you borrow it.  But then, you have to pay back MORE than you borrowed.

· That’s why buying the SAME pair of jeans on a credit card costs more than if you pay in cash.

· Explain the verse from Proverbs [show verse] – when you borrow from someone, they have power over you.

· To not go into debt you can save, and not borrow money.

Small Group Activity:  

· Pass out fake money to each kid.

· Let them choose to borrow $20 or have $15

· Pass out the money, but for every $5 they borrow for the whole game, also give them a red card.

· First decision:  you can go to a birthday party and spend $10 on a gift or do your chores and earn $5.  (pay kids or take their cash according to their decision)

· You are at the store and you see something you really want that costs $20.  If you don’t have the money you can borrow the money from me, and pay more back later – or you can mow your neighbor’s grass and make $5.

· Next, you see a video game you REALLY want that costs $30.  You can borrow the money from me and pay more back later, or you can rake the leaves at home and make $5.

· Then, your friend asks you to go skiing; you can buy a day pass for $35.  You can borrow $5 from me, if you need it.  Or, you can sell some of our old toys and make $5.

· All right, it’s your birthday – you all get $5 (pass out money to kids – no red cards for this one).  You go birthday shopping and see a pair of shoes that you really want for $45.  You can borrow $5 from me or go do some chores around the house for $5.

· Okay, everyone count up your money and red cards.

· Who has the least red cards and the most money?

· Who has the least money?

· If you had to pay me $7 for each red card could you?

Small Group Questions/Follow Up:

· How did it feel when you didn’t have enough money to buy something?

· Do you ever feel like that in real life?

· Do your parents ever tell you that you can’t have something?  Why?

· Do you think that borrowing $5 and paying back $7 is worth it?

· What if you had borrowed $500 and had to pay back $700 – does that make a big difference?

· How do you think you would feel if you borrow too much money all the time?
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CONSUMED – Week 4

March 1/2, 2008

Objective: Kids will explore different ways they can cheerfully love others – and serve someone this week without using money.

Gear:  Serving/Giving

Focus Verse: 2 Corinthians 9:7 You should each give what you have decided in your heart to give. You shouldn't give if you don't want to. You shouldn't give because you are forced to. God loves a cheerful giver.

Music Ideas:  Songs about giving, God being generous

Connect Question:  How can you give without using money?
Large Group/AV Needs:  

2 Corinthians 9:7 on slide

One slide with Oprah, Bill Gates, Marvin Lewis on it

14 $1 bills for the entire weekend

A piggy bank

Large Group Teaching Points: 

· Who are some of the most generous people you know?  [take answers]
· Show pictures of Oprah, Bill Gates, Marvin Lewis
· Yep, those are some people who give away some of their money, but do you think that they give away 10% of their money?
· I’m not sure if they do or not, but that is what God asks us to do.
· I need 1 volunteer.
· Okay, I have $10 here.  There is a really easy way to remember a smart way to handle your money.
· With the very first dollar -- God asks me to give 10% back to him.  Ask the volunteer to put it in an offering envelope.  
· Then, comes the other $9.  I save one (put it in the bank).
· The last dollar $8 I can use to live on.
· See, I still have $8 to live on, $1 saved, and I was obedient to what God wanted me to do with that first $1.
· This is called the 10-10-80 rule.  You should give 10%, save 10%, and spend 80% of your money.  You could of course give more or save more, but 10% is a minimum.
· To remember this, you should put your money in 3 banks, not just one – and label them GIVE, SAVE, SPEND
· When we give money back to God, he can multiply our efforts.
· One example of that is the boy who gave Jesus his lunch.  It wasn’t much, but it fed thousands of people.  
· Read that story from John 6: 1-13 (pg1566).  In the Message.
· People who give around this church make it possible for you to have a really great room and fun stuff to do in Area 56.  One person wouldn’t be able to give you all of this, but lots of people giving 10% can.
Small Group Activity:  It doesn’t take money to serve others.

· Is it possible to serve someone without using money?

· Have each kid think of one way that they can serve someone this week without using money.

· How will you serve someone?

· Who will you get to help you?

Small Group Questions:

· What are some things that you can give your money to?

· Does God need your money? (no, but we need to give to have our hearts in the right place)

· What are some things that you save your money for?

· Have you ever saved for something really special?

· Have you ever given to something that made you feel really good?

· Who are some people in your life who give to others?

· When you give what do you expect to get in return – or do you expect to get anything back?

· What can you do to save 10%? How easy or difficult do you think that would be?
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CONSUMED – Week 5

March 8/9, 2008

Objective: Kids will focus on living thankful lives, mainly through prayer.

Gear:  Serving/Giving

Focus Verse: 2 Corinthians 9:11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

Music Ideas:  Songs about thankfulness, God being generous 
BAND AT THE END OF THE HOUR!!!

Connect Question:  What are you thankful for?
Large Group/AV Needs:  

2 Corinthians 9:11 on slide

Station supplies:

White butcher paper on wall with a design that kids can follow with their thumb print. (Christine Wilson’s team is designing and printing this)

Ink pads for thumbprints (get colors from Christine)

Tree on Wall (Christine’s Team is making it)

Green paper leaves (one per kid)

Paper dolls (one per kid)

Picture collage of their pictures from different points this year and pictures of kids of the world (on order from Kodack.com) 
String cut for bracelets for each kid

One of each color of these beads: red, blue, green, yellow for each kid

Pictures of food, shelter, and water laminated for passing around

Today the hour will be spent with your small group, going through a prayer exercise.  You will spend 7-10 minutes at each station, and end with worship all together (the last station is the band/worship).  As the small group leader, read the introduction to each station to your group.  There may be more than one group at a station during larger hours.  Each kid should have a bracelet and add a bead at each station.

Station One: 

At this station kids will add their thumb print to a design on a piece of butcher paper on the wall (in the same idea as color by number).  Together, all of the unique thumbprints make up a beautiful picture.  They will add a red bead to their bracelet in this station.
Small Group Leader gives these directions:  

We are thankful that God makes us each unique.  He gives us each gifts that make us uniquely His.  Think about all of the ways that you are unique.  Silently spend a few minutes thanking God for all that he has given you.  Then, put your fingerprint on the picture and add a red bead to your bracelet.  

Station Two:

At this station there is a tree with no leaves on the wall.  Kids put the name of someone who loves them on a leaf and add it to the tree.  They will add a green bead to their bracelet in this station.

Small Group Leader gives these directions:

There are people in our lives that we are thankful for.  That could be a mom, grandfather, mentor, or friend – anyone that you know cares for you and loves you.  Put their name on a leaf and add it to the tree to show that you are thankful that God gave you people to love you then add a green bead to your bracelet.  

Station Three:

At this station there is a collage of pictures from kids from America and kids around the world on the wall.  Kids will add a person’s name to a cut out of a person and “frame in” the collage with these names.  They will also add a yellow bead to their bracelet.

Small Group Leader gives these directions:

We are all one church.  All of these pictures you see show people who are a part of God’s church all around the world.  We can be thankful that God is big enough for the whole world.  Take a paper person cut out, and write the name of someone you want to pray for in the world.  Then, add a yellow bead to your bracelet.

Station Four:

At this station the kids will take some quiet time to reflect by themselves of things they are thankful for.  There should be comfortable seating, and possibly  pictures of food, shelter and water for the kids to look at.

Small Group Leader gives these directions:

God makes sure that our basic needs like food, shelter, and water are taken care of.  Take a minute and think of all the things you are thankful for – the very basic things.  Then, add a blue bead to your bracelet.

Station Five:

Everyone together to show God that we are thankful through worship with the band. 

Room Leader gives these directions:

God loves to hear us tell him how thankful we are.  A great way to do that is through music.  He loves to see us dance with joy because of all of the wonderful blessings he has given us.  As you listen to the band and sing along today, really focus on personally thanking God for all of the things that we talked about at the stations.
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CONSUMED – Week 6

March 15/16, 2008

Objective: Kids will commit to being generous in their lives

Gear:  Serving/Giving

Focus Verse: John 13:34-35  A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.
Music:  Songs about thankfulness, God being generous

Connect Question:  Who will you serve?

Large Group/AV Needs:  

Pictures of Thanksgiving Food Drive Boxes

Pictures of girls getting care packages in India

Video Clip of “Making a Difference”

http://video.msn.com/video.aspx?mkt=en-US&brand=msnbc&vid=4152b3f8-6f9d-4fc1-9de1-8599bdf985d3 
Small group supplies:

Paper and pens

Small clear containers with lids (like the communion vials that main stage used)

Large Group Game:  Chain Reaction

· Have the kids stand in one long line.

· The first kid will think of a sound (like BANG)

· They will turn to the kid behind them and say “BANG”

· The second kid in line will turn to the kid behind them and say “BANG” and add their own noise like “ZAP”

· The next kid will say only the second noise “ZAP” and add their own noise for the person behind them. “ZAP BOOM”

· Continue until everyone has “passed on” a noise to the person behind them.

· See how fast you can make the noises travel from the front of the line to the back.

· Can you do it backwards?

Large Group Teaching Points:

· In today’s game you all added your own voice to a group of crazy sounds.  The person behind you was counting on you to think fast, and take action.

· It’s just like that when we serve other people.  There are people in the world who can benefit by you thinking fast and taking action!

· Think of all of the ways that we have been generous as a group this year.   [Show Pictures of Activities]  (Thanksgiving boxes, Change for Change, Care Packages for kids who were in slavery)

· These we all things that we did as a team, but you can also serve others individually.  This doesn’t come easy, you have to plan on it and sometimes work hard, too.

· Video of  kid raising money with basketball for orphans with AIDS (Making a Difference) 

· Let’s hear from _________, someone who has really taken serving to heart at an early age.

· High School/College age kid shares their story about serving (with pictures if possible)

· End with John 13:34-35

Small Group Activity:  Time Capsules
· Have each kid be silent and still for several minutes while they think and pray about a way they want to serve other people in the next 10 years.  The commitment should be as specific as possible.  Examples:  I will serve kids in Africa, I will raise $10,000 for an orphanage, I will help build a habitat for humanity house, etc.

· Goals should be definite (ex: I will …  instead of  I want to …)

· Write down your 10 year goal and put it in the little glass container.

· Instruct the kids to hold onto the container, and keep it somewhere special.  Take out the paper every now and then to remind yourself of your commitment if you want to.

Small Group Questions:

· What commitment did you make?

· How will you start moving toward your commitment today?

· What makes the boy who helped all of those kids different than you?

· What are your special talents that you could use to serve others?

· Would you rather lead a life where you were generous to others or one where others were generous to you?  Why?

· Where will you keep your “time capsule” so that you remember your generosity commitment?

· When you accomplish this, how will you feel?

· Who’s lives would be affected by the serving you committed to?

· How long will this commitment take?

· Who will you get to help you?
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