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Curriculum 

for

3s
through

PreKindergarten

Questions? Contact

slevey@crossroads.net

	Preschool Curriculum Overview: Consumed Journey 

	Date
	Story Bible Reference
	Objective
	Craft/Activity
	Large Group
	Small Group

	February 9-10
	Luke 12:15                 The Lost Son (Luke 15:11-32)
	Kids will understand that clothes, money and stuff does not make us happy or more special.
	Kids will identify things about themselves and each other using a mirror. Kids will be given mirrors as a take home
	Madame Blueberry Clip. Then we'll look at brother from Bible story who chose stuff over God and others. 
	Kids will identify things about themselves and each other using a mirror. Kids will be given mirrors as a take home

	February 16-17
	Matthew 6:21
	Kids will learn that material things will eventually disappoint us, but things that God gives us will not. 
	Gift Boxes (Chinese take-out) OT Item Number: IN-57/6310. Children will decorate boxes that remind them of a present--that God gives us presents. Inside, children will place a few items they choose to remind them of God's generosity.
	2 large boxes, 1 poorly wrapped and 1 like a present. 1 will have broken stuff. 1 will have items that represent God's gifts (non-materials things). Presenter will have kids pull out items one at a time and talk about God's gifts to us--they last. 
	Discussion Questions and Prayer Time

	February 23-24
	Proverbs 22:7 
	Kids will do some activities to help them understand the concept of money/debt and will recognize how reducing the dollars spent on things they want will give them more to spend on stuff they or others need.
	We will show pictures of various items and have kids identify them as wants or needs. Through the conversation, we want to help kids identify what things are more important than others. We then want to help them begin thinking about the choices.
	We will focus on wants and needs by showing a significant part of the Madame Blueberry story. This will help to teach kids the difference between wants and needs. 
	We will show pictures of various items and have kids identify them as wants or needs. Through the conversation, we want to help kids identify what things are more important than others. We then want to help them begin thinking about the choices.

	March 1-2
	2 Corinthians 9:7  &       Jesus Feeds the 5000
	Kids will explore different ways they can cheerfully love others – and serve someone this week without using money. 
	Decorate Coupon Books (good for a free hug, setting the table, etc.) Identify who they want to give their coupon books to when they leave. This will help them identify ways they can be generous that do not involve money.
	We will learn about the time a boy shared what he had and Jesus used it to feed 5000 people. 
	Discussion Questions and Prayer Time

	March 8-9
	2 Corinthians 9:11      10 Lepers from Luke 17:11-18 
	Kids will focus on living thankful lives, mainly through prayer.
	Kids will make a “kneeling leper”. Cut out of a person, kids will glue person to cardstock, in such a way as to show their person kneeling. They will put it in special place at home and to pray and be thankful every time they see it.
	We’re going to talk about being thankful. We’ll show a couple of clips from Madame Blueberry--a happy heart is a thankful heart. Also the time Jesus healed 10 guys at once, but only 1 returned to say thanks. Be the 1 to be thankful!
	Prayer Experience—kids pull 1 item out of bag (something they can be thankful for). They can then thank God for the item in their hands (or other things that come to mind). We will include items that represent non-material things.

	March 15-16
	John 13:34-35             The Early Church Shares (Acts 2:42-47)
	Kids will learn about the local church, and decide how they can be generous now and in the future.
	Party to enjoy each other--practice community. We may also give children a take home generosity project.
	We want kids to understand that church is people, not a building or place. Help them see how Crossroads is being generous/sharing with people. Show pictures of things like Habitat, Go Mam, Whiz Kids, TFD. Use tangible items to teach 
	Discussion Questions and Prayer Time


Threes & PreK

 February 9-10, 2008 (Week 1)
Main Point:  Stuff won’t make us happy
Objectives:  Kids will understand that clothes, money and stuff do not make us happy or more special.

Bible Reference or Stories: Luke 15: 11-32/The Lost Son and the following verse: “Then He said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.” Luke 12:15 NIrV

Connect Question: Ask your child to tell you one thing that makes them special.

Now Showing: Clips from Madame Blueberry

	3’s Schedule
	4’s-PreK Schedule

	Saturday

5:30 – Free time

5:40 – Large group in 3’s Pod

6:00 – Small Group

Sunday
8:45; 10:15; 11:45 - Free time

8:55; 10:30; 11:55 – Large Group in 3’s Pod

9:15; 10:50; 12:15 - Small Group
	Saturday

5:30- Free time

5:40 – Small Group

6:00- Large group in 4’s Pod

Sunday

8:45; 10:15; 11:45 - Free time

8:55; 10:30; 11:55 – Small Group

9:15; 10:50; 12:15 – Large Group in 4’s Pod


Leader Preparation:

We are bombarded with ads every day, telling us that we need this item or that product. The image presented is that stuff makes you happy—defines you. The more you have the better off you will be. You aren’t complete unless you have this…

Kids aren’t free from this either. They are told that they will be happy if they have this toy or that game. 

What about us? Do we define ourselves by what we have or don’t have? Do we really believe that if we get that certain product we will actually be happier? Stuff does not make us happy and only leaves us empty. We aren’t defined by what we have or don’t have—we’re defined by what God says about us and we are cherished! As you prepare this week, reflect on the truth of how God sees you—how you’re not defined by your things (or lack of things). God loves you for who you are and has blessed you in many ways. Pray that kids will be able to grasp the concept of Consumed and that they will learn lessons now that will guide them for a lifetime! 

Supplies for this lesson:

· Coloring sheets 

· Individual, hand-held compact mirrors for each child. Examples of the kind of mirror we need: http://www.usimprints.com/prod/promotional-mirrors-round-compact-mirror-178687.htm $0.85 per mirror, Oriental Trading IN-80/4675 but w/out the engraving,

Supplies for Large Group:

Bible

A/V needs for this lesson:

Madame Blueberry DVD: clip (9:01-13:06)

Prodigal Son Illustrations/Video Clip

Free Time Ideas:

Coloring Sheet 

Playdough 

Small Group Time

Play ‘Name Game’ – (Optional if time permits)
When our 3’s-PreK classes were smaller, we played the ‘Name Game’ every week.  Now that we have larger classes you might want to play the ‘Name Game’ in smaller groups at your tables or throughout the hour.  Here’s how to play: 

· Gather kids together in a group.

· Explain the game to the kids and tell them there are two reasons we play it

1. We want them to know that God knows each of us by name (we are special to God)

2. To help us learn each others’ names

· A volunteer leads the game and points to the kid next to him and says “Jesus loves…”

· The kid says his name.

· Then group all says “Hi (child’s name)!”

· Then, the volunteer points to the next kid.

· Continue around the circle or table until every kid has a chance to say his name and hear that Jesus loves him!  When the kids are finished, make sure you include the teachers.

Small Group Questions/Activity:

· What kinds of gifts has God given us? (house/apartment, food, love, family, etc)

· Do you think that having more stuff makes you more special in God’s eyes? (Pause for responses). Will God love you more if you have more toys than someone else? (Pause for responses)

· What makes you special? (Pause for responses) 

· I’m going to give everyone a mirror. We’re going to look at ourselves and each other and learn how God has made us special. (Guide kids to notice things about themselves such as eye color, shape of their nose/ears, etc. 

· Why do you think God gave us ears? Mouths? Eyes? Hands? Etc. How do you think God wants us to use our ears/mouths/eyes/hands/etc.? Eventually help them see that God has given us “ears to listen to others when they are sad”, “hands to help someone in need”, “mouths to say kind words”, “hearts to love others” and so on. The idea is that these gifts are worth way more than toys and other things. Each of us is valuable because God loves us, not because we have this or that. Allow kids to really explore this concept, so don’t feel the need to necessarily hurry the discussion along. We are special, regardless of what we have or don’t have!

Parent Pick Up: 

As parents pick up their children, tell them that we learned that having more stuff won’t make us happy or more special. Explain that each child is getting a mirror to take home to remind them that God loves them and that stuff doesn’t make them special.  

Large Group Presentation in Pod: 
1 Presenter needed

Presenter:

Hello friends! I’m so glad you came to Kids’ Club today! Let’s start by singing a really fun song that reminds us that we should be thankful to God. 

Song: 
Thank You Lord

Great job singing! I know God loves it when we sing to Him. I bet He’s smiling right now! 

Today we’re going to learn that stuff won’t make us happy. I know it’s hard to believe, but we could have all the toys in the world and that still wouldn’t make us happy. Sometimes In fact, I know someone who found out the hard way that having all of the stuff in the world won’t make us happy. Let’s find out from Madame Blueberry.

Show Madame Blueberry DVD clip: (9:01-13:06)

What do you think? If Madame Blueberry gets all of that stuff, do you really think she will be happy? (Pause for responses and be prepared for someone to answer yes! When kids do, be gentle and use their response to transition to the next part). Well, I don’t know if Madame Blueberry will really be happy if she gets all of that stuff, but I do know a story about someone who thought that stuff would make him happy. Let’s see what happened to him. 

In the Bible (hold up Bible) there is a story about a son who asks for his share of his father’s money. He thought that if he had lots of money and lots of toys, he would be happy. Let’s find out if he was happy after he got all the things he wanted. 

Share story of the Prodigal Son (either with illustrations and the following text or the video version of this story. Illustrations and the video for the story are provided.) 

Text to Illustrations or Video:

1. Meet George and Rufus.  Rufus is George’s little brother.

2. One day, Rufus decided he wanted to move far away from home. Far away from his brother George and his dad.

3. Rufus went to his dad and said, ‘Dad, give me my part of the family money – Oh, and some snacks for the road, and a cool coat, and maybe even a really nice camel. I want to move far away from home and live my own life.’

4. This made his dad very sad.  But he gave Rufus everything he asked for. Rufus packed his bags and moved far away from home.

5. Rufus could do anything he wanted.  He could buy bubble gum, and cream puffs, and big yellow hats with purple feathers!

6. And he did!  He bought jelly beans, and chocolate shakes, and a yellow pig with orange spots.  He spent every single penny.

7. Rufus was broke.  He didn’t have any money left!  And he was really hungry.  Rufus began to hurt, and so did his little yellow pig with orange spots.

8. That’s when Rufus met Farmer Jack.  Farmer Jack hired Rufus to feed his pigs.

9. Rufus was so very hungry! He was so hungry; he was ready to eat the slop in the pig pen.

10. Rufus said, 'My pig eats better than I do!  I am starving to death! I’ve had enough! I'm going back to my dad.

11. Rufus practiced what he would say to his dad.  He thought, “I'll say, ‘Dad, I did a bad thing.  But could I please work on your farm?’  Yeah, that’s what I’ll say!”  And off he went to see his dad.

12. When he was still far, far away, his dad saw him. And Dad came running with a big smile on his face!  He ran up to Rufus, and hugged him, and kissed him, and hugged him some more.

13. Then Rufus started his speech: “Dad, I did a really bad thing.  I spent everything you gave me and all I have left is this little spotted pig - But if I could just work on your farm…”

14. But Dad wasn't listening. He was calling to the farmhands, “Quick. Give Rufus my gold ring and some new shoes and some clean clothes. And cook up some wonderful food – barbecued beef!  We're going to have a party!  My son is home!  Yippee!

15. And they began to celebrate. And celebrate. And celebrate some more!

16. All this time, Rufus’s brother George was working out in the field. When George came close to the house, he heard a loud party going on.   He heard music and laughing.

17. “Everybody shouted, “Your brother is home! Your dad is throwing him a party to celebrate! —barbecued beef! - yum”

18. This made George really, really mad.  He wouldn’t even go into the house. His dad tried to talk to him, but George wouldn't listen.

19. George said, “I never left you!  I never disobeyed! all these years you never even gave me a pizza party with my friends!

20. Then here comes Rufus – who wasted all your money and lost everything except that yellow spotted pig! And you throw him a party?  …with barbecued beef?!”

21. Dad looked at Rufus and said, “'George, this is a wonderful time! When we thought Rufus was dead, we were sad.  Now we know he’s alive.  And it’s right to have a party! Let’s celebrate!”

What do you think? Did all that stuff make the son happy? (pause for responses) Although he thought it would, the Bible says that he wasn’t happy and that the only thing that really made him happy was loving God the way he was supposed to. Sometimes we think that if we get more toys we will be happy, but God reminds us that we won’t be more happy if we get more toys. Let’s pray and ask God to help us remember that stuff won’t make us happy!

Prayer: Lead children in the following prayer, breaking the prayer into smaller phrases and having children repeat after you.

Dear God, please help us to remember that stuff won’t make us happy. The only thing that will make us happy is loving you with all of our hearts. Thanks for loving us! AMEN!

Let’s sing one more song before we go. Are you ready to sing really loud?

Song:

Dig Down Deep

Dismiss the kids back to small groups
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]



Threes & PreK

 February 16-17, 2008 (Week 2)
Main Point:  God gives good gifts
Objectives:  Kids will learn that material things will eventually disappoint us, but things that God gives us will not.

Bible Reference or Stories: “Where your treasure is, your heart will be also.” Luke 12:34

Connect Question: Ask your child: What is one gift that God has given us? 

Now Making: Gift Boxes? 

	3’s Schedule
	4’s-PreK Schedule

	Saturday

5:30 – Free time

5:40 – Large group in 3’s Pod

6:00 – Small Group

Sunday
8:45; 10:15; 11:45 - Free time

8:55; 10:30; 11:55 – Large Group in 3’s Pod

9:15; 10:50; 12:15 - Small Group
	Saturday

5:30- Free time

5:40 – Small Group

6:00- Large group in 4’s Pod

Sunday

8:45; 10:15; 11:45 - Free time

8:55; 10:30; 11:55 – Small Group

9:15; 10:50; 12:15 – Large Group in 4’s Pod


Leader Preparation:

Things have a certain glitter and shine about them when they are new, but it doesn’t take long for the luster to wear off. Think about a new car and how great it looks, that is until it gets the first scratch or ding. Over time, the paint fades and it doesn’t smell quite as pleasant as it first did. But we are often drawn to the “newness” of stuff, only to be disappointed yet again. Jesus taught us to yearn for things that will last, treasure in heaven, versus things that will fade, rust and decay. 

We’re going to be learning that God’s gifts are worth way more than any toy or fun new gadget we could buy. God gives us love, family, shelter, food and so on. As you prepare to serve this weekend, ask God to help you truly find security and identity in the worth God places on you. Pray that as kids grow up, they will care more about what God thinks than what others think. 

Supplies for this lesson:

· Coloring sheets 

· Chinese take-out boxes (1 for each child). Sample: Oriental Trading Item IN-57/6310

· Sticker for box: “God’s gifts” (should be size of Avery standard address label 5160)

· Stickers to decorate the boxes (brightly-colored shapes or stickers representing the items that kids will place inside their gift boxes. We don’t want pictures of toys)

· Items inside the gift boxes: things from nature (trees, animals, flowers, etc.) heart, people, sports items (physical activity), food items, items that represent shelter/housing. These items can be plastic pieces, foam pieces, pictures of the items, etc. Whatever works best and is available! NOTE: buy extras of these items as these items will be used again during the prayer experience in Week 5!

Supplies for Large Group:

· Two large gift-wrapped boxes with removable lids. One should look very attractive while the other should look disheveled and unappealing.

· Inside the “pretty” box: plastic ear, water bottle, heart (preferably something 3-D, but a paper cut-out will do), Picture (think family portrait style) depicting people—different ethnic backgrounds, ages, etc. (friends/family), food item(s) such as an apple, carrot with greens, crusty bread loaf, etc.

· Examples of what to include inside the “unappealing” box: baby doll that is “broken”, toy truck that is missing at least one wheel, Mr. Potato head with only one or two parts, tangled up slinky, jack in the box with a broken crank, broken top (no spinner on top or bottom), yoyo with no string, roller blade w/no wheel, or deflated basketball 

· Bible

A/V needs for this lesson:

Free Time Ideas:

Coloring Sheet 

Playdough 

Small Group Time

Play ‘Name Game’ – (Optional if time permits)
When our 3’s-PreK classes were smaller, we played the ‘Name Game’ every week.  Now that we have larger classes you might want to play the ‘Name Game’ in smaller groups at your tables or throughout the hour.  Here’s how to play: 

· Gather kids together in a group.

· Explain the game to the kids and tell them there are two reasons we play it

3. We want them to know that God knows each of us by name (we are special to God)

4. To help us learn each others’ names

· A volunteer leads the game and points to the kid next to him and says “Jesus loves…”

· The kid says his name.

· Then group all says “Hi (child’s name)!”

· Then, the volunteer points to the next kid.

· Continue around the circle or table until every kid has a chance to say his name and hear that Jesus loves him!  When the kids are finished, make sure you include the teachers.

Small Group Questions/Activity:

· What is the best present you’ve ever received? (Pause for responses) 

· Have you ever had a favorite toy that broke? (Pause for responses) 

· How did you feel when it broke? (Pause for responses)

· What kinds of gifts has God given us? (house/apartment, food, love, family, etc)

· What makes God’s gifts so special? (Pause for responses)

· What kind of gifts would you give God? (Pause for responses)

Craft: 
Kids are going to make their own gift/treasure boxes. Each child will get a box to decorate with markers/crayons and stickers. Inside the box, they will place pictures or samples of some things that God has given us. They should place a sticker somewhere on the outside of the box that says “God’s Gifts”. They will take the box home and place it in a special place, to remind them that God has been generous to us. Inside the box there will be: things from nature (trees, animals, flowers, etc.) heart, people, sports items (physical activity), food items, items that represent shelter/housing. These items can be plastic pieces, foam pieces, pictures of the items, etc. Whatever works best and is available!  

Parent Pick Up: 

As parents pick up their children, tell them that we learned that having more stuff won’t make us happy or more special—it will eventually break. Explain that each child is taking home a gift box containing gifts that God has given us.    

Large Group Presentation in Pod: 
1 Presenter needed

Presenter:

Hello everyone and welcome to Kids’ Club! Who noticed these humongous presents on stage today? Raise your hand if you have ever received a gift or present? Put your finger on your nose like this if you have ever been sad because a toy that you had broke or was lost.

Let’s look inside these boxes and find out what’s in them. Are you ready? Ok, I need a helper to come up here and help me open the first box. (choose a child AND an adult leader to come on stage and help you open the not-so-pretty box full of broken toys)

Let’s open this box up and see what’s inside. (Allow your helpers to look inside and pull out one of the items) Interact with them about what the item is and what it does. Maybe ask them if they would like to have one of those. Ask them to look at it closely and see if anything is wrong with the item. They should notice that it is broken. Repeat this process until all 3 items have been pulled out of the box.

It’s sad, but our toys won’t last forever. Sometimes they break or we lose them. But the good thing is that God has given us some gifts that are way more important than our toys. Did you know that everything we have is really a gift from God? Let’s look in this box to find out what kinds of gifts God has given us. (choose a child AND an adult leader to come on stage and help you open the prettier box full of God’s gifts)

Let’s open this box up and see what’s inside. (Allow your helpers to look inside and pull out the items one at a time). Use the prompts below to guide the discussion about each item. Ask the kids how it is a gift from God and how he shares it with us. Repeat this process until all items have been pulled out of the box. 

The following is a guide for discussing each gift:

Water bottle- God gave us the gift of water by making oceans, lakes, rivers, rain, and drinking water.  How can we share the gift of water with others?  (By making sure people have safe or clean drinking water, keeping the water clean by not littering or polluting it, etc…)

Food- God gave us the gift of things that grow. Some of the things that grow can be eaten.  How can we share the gift of food with others? (By feeding the poor, Food Drive, etc…)

Family Picture-God gave us the gift of family and friends.  How can we share the gift of family and friends with others?  (By asking someone who is new at preschool or Kids Club to play, helping your family at home, etc…)

God’s Ear- God didn’t really give us His ear, but he always hears us when we talk to him. Did you know that God hears you?  How can we share the gift that God listens to us with others? (Tell people that God can hear them, and encourage people to talk to God.) The children may also say that we can be a good listener with our own ears. These ideas are also great!

Heart-God gave us the gift of love.  God loves you so much!  How can we share the gift of God’s love with others?  (By loving, helping, and being nice to others)

I am so glad that God loves us so much that He gave us these wonderful gifts!  Aren’t you? Let’s say thank you to God by praying to Him. 

Prayer: Lead children in the following prayer, breaking the prayer into smaller phrases and having children repeat after you. 

Dear God, thank you for all the gifts you have given to us.  Help me to remember to share your gifts with others.  AMEN!
Now we’re going to sing some songs to God! Let’s sing together!

Songs:  
Deep and Wide



Trust in the Lord


Dismiss the kids to go back to small groups
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Threes & PreK

 February 23-24, 2008 (Week 3)
Main Point:  We should be happy with what we have
Objectives:  Kids will do some activities to help them understand the concept of money: wants vs. needs. They will begin to recognize how reducing the dollars spent on things they want will give them more to spend on stuff they or others need.

Bible Reference or Stories: “Rich people rule over those who are poor. Borrowers are slaves to lenders.” Proverbs 22:7

Connect Question: Discuss the difference between wants and needs with your child. 

Now Showing: Veggie Tales’ Madame Blueberry

	3’s Schedule
	4’s-PreK Schedule

	Saturday

5:30 – Free time

5:40 – Large group in 3’s Pod

6:00 – Small Group

Sunday
8:45; 10:15; 11:45 - Free time

8:55; 10:30; 11:55 – Large Group in 3’s Pod

9:15; 10:50; 12:15 - Small Group
	Saturday

5:30- Free time

5:40 – Small Group

6:00- Large group in 4’s Pod

Sunday

8:45; 10:15; 11:45 - Free time

8:55; 10:30; 11:55 – Small Group

9:15; 10:50; 12:15 – Large Group in 4’s Pod


Leader Preparation:

It’s hard to distinguish between wants and needs, especially living in the land of excess and abundance. For preschoolers, this is an especially hard concept to grasp. However, they have to be prepared to distinguish between a want and need, since they are already being targeted by advertisers. Businesses want to create life-time customers and they realize this starts at a very early age. God wants us to learn to be satisfied and to be free to give to others when He blesses us.

But what about us? Are we consumed by what we want or are we truly satisfied and grateful for having received what we need? Allow God to examine your heart this week and work on being grateful. Begin by thanking God for providing all your needs, listing those gifts one by one. Pray that the children in your class will begin to understand the difference between needs and wants and will even learn to do without some wants in order to meet the needs of others. 

Supplies for this lesson:

· Coloring sheets 

· Picture cards (preferably 8½ x 11 sized) of the following: hamburger, carrots, toy truck, baby doll, candy, house/apartment, underwear, ice cream, TV, socks, shirt, winter coat, pants, apple, doll house

Supplies for Large Group:

None

A/V needs for this lesson:

Madame Blueberry DVD (see script below for how the clips will be used)

Clip 1: 11:36-13:07 

Clip 2: 19:48-26:34

Free Time Ideas:

Coloring Sheet 

Playdough 

Small Group Time

Play ‘Name Game’ – (Optional if time permits)
When our 3’s-PreK classes were smaller, we played the ‘Name Game’ every week.  Now that we have larger classes you might want to play the ‘Name Game’ in smaller groups at your tables or throughout the hour.  Here’s how to play: 

· Gather kids together in a group.

· Explain the game to the kids and tell them there are two reasons we play it

5. We want them to know that God knows each of us by name (we are special to God)

6. To help us learn each others’ names

· A volunteer leads the game and points to the kid next to him and says “Jesus loves…”

· The kid says his name.

· Then group all says “Hi (child’s name)!”

· Then, the volunteer points to the next kid.

· Continue around the circle or table until every kid has a chance to say his name and hear that Jesus loves him!  When the kids are finished, make sure you include the teachers.

Small Group Questions/Activity:

· We’re going to play a game together. I’m going to hold up a picture of something and I want you to tell me whether it’s something we REALLY NEED if it’s something that we just WANT because it would be fun to have. Hold up pictures of the following, guiding kids to think about whether or not we really need something: (hamburger, carrots, toy truck, baby doll, candy, house/apartment, underwear, ice cream, TV/Laptop?, socks, shirt, winter coat, pants, apple, doll house). Feel free to do this several times to help kids grasp the difference. Think about how to make it funny as they determine what they really need. 

· As you determine what things are needs and what things are wants, ask your group questions like these to get them thinking about sharing with others: 

· If you already have a toy like a doll or truck, but there is a new toy you really want, do you think it would be good to keep the toy you have and give the money you would spend on the new toy to someone else, so they could have things like food and clothes?

· What kinds of things do you have at home that you could share with someone else? Do you have any extra toys at home that you could share with someone who needs them? 

· If you have extra food or clothes, do you think God wants you to share them with others who don’t have enough food or clothes? 

Parent Pick Up: 

As parents pick up their children, tell them that we learned the difference between needs and wants. Encourage them to use the parent tool and to read the parent page. 

Large Group Presentation in Pod:

1 Presenter needed

Presenter:

Hi Kids! I’m __(insert your name)__ and I’m so glad you’re here today in Kids’ Club! We’re going to learn about being happy with what we have instead of wanting more and more stuff. But first, we’re going to sing a fun song. Are you ready to Fight this Fight?

Song:  
Fight This Fight


Great job singing!! Now I’ve got some fun questions for you. Do you think you can help me answer them? You’ll have to listen carefully to my instructions. Here we go: If you like to get a new toy, put your finger on your nose like this…(pause so kids can respond—mimic the action you want them to perform). If you’re tired of the toys you have, put your hand over your mouth like this…(pause so kids can respond—mimic the action you want them to perform). If you have ever asked your mom or dad for a new toy while in a store, shake your head up and down like this…(pause so kids can respond—mimic the action you want them to perform—ok, you get the picture). Sometimes getting new toys can be fun. And sometimes mommies and daddies like to buy us new toys. But sometimes we don’t really need a new toy—we just want one any way. 

We’re going to watch a story about someone who WANTED more new toys, even though she really didn’t NEED all of those new toys. Let’s see if we can learn something from Madame Blueberry and her trip to the Stuff Mart. 

Play clip # 1 (11:36-13:07). After the clip is finished, say the following:

Do you think getting more things that she doesn’t need will really make Madame Blueberry happy? (Pause for responses). Let’s see if getting things she doesn’t really need makes Madame Blueberry happy. 

Play clip # 2 (19:48-26:34).

What do you think? Was Madame Blueberry happy after getting all the things she wanted? (Pause for responses). That’s right. She was NOT happy after getting all the things she wanted. Instead, she realized that she already had the things she needed—things like friends, a house to live in, clothes to keep her warm and food to eat. 

Let me ask you a tricky question. Are you ready? Do we always NEED a new toy to play with? (Pause for responses). If we don’t get a new toy, can we still be happy? (Pause for responses). Sometimes we may WANT something, but then we realize that we don’t really NEED it. We should learn to be thankful for the things we have instead of always wanting more new things. A happy heart is a thankful heart. 

Let’s pray right now and ask God to help us be thankful for what we have instead of wanting more and more things.



Prayer: Lead children in the following prayer, breaking the prayer into smaller phrases and having children repeat after you.

Dear God, please help us remember that we really don’t need everything we want. Help us to be thankful for what you have given us. AMEN.

Now we’re going to sing a prayer to God—a prayer that tells God we are thankful! Let’s sing together!

Song:  
Thank You Lord 

Dismiss the kids back to small groups

Threes & PreK

 March 1-2, 2008 (Week 4)
Main Point:  God wants us to give.
Objectives:  Kids will explore different ways they can cheerfully love others – and serve someone this week without using money.

Bible Reference or Stories: “You should each give what you have decided in your heart to give. You shouldn't give if you don't want to. You shouldn't give because you are forced to. God loves a cheerful giver.” 
2 Corinthians 9:7

Connect Question: Ask your child how they want to serve someone this week

Now Making: Coupon Books

	3’s Schedule
	4’s-PreK Schedule

	Saturday

5:30 – Free time

5:40 – Large group in 3’s Pod

6:00 – Small Group

Sunday
8:45; 10:15; 11:45 - Free time

8:55; 10:30; 11:55 – Large Group in 3’s Pod

9:15; 10:50; 12:15 - Small Group
	Saturday

5:30- Free time

5:40 – Small Group

6:00- Large group in 4’s Pod

Sunday

8:45; 10:15; 11:45 - Free time

8:55; 10:30; 11:55 – Small Group

9:15; 10:50; 12:15 – Large Group in 4’s Pod


Leader Preparation:

Giving money is important, but sometimes just giving money can be a cop out, especially when it doesn’t really “cost” us anything. We are going to be challenging kids to give to others, but giving in ways that don’t necessarily involve money. Preschoolers actually get this better than adults do since they don’t exactly understand the concept of money just yet. They understand that they can give someone a hug, visit someone who is sick, make something special for the elderly neighbor down the street and so on. 

This week, think about how you can serve someone, but without using money. Maybe it’s time you give volunteering somewhere—like Kids’ Club. Perhaps it’s making a visit to your parent’s house or volunteering at a soup kitchen. The gift of time seems to be harder for adults to give. Maybe it’s something other than time. Whatever it is, look for ways to serve others, but without using money. 

Supplies for this lesson:

· Coloring sheets 

· Coupon books

· Loose-Leaf Rings, 1" Size, for coupon books

Supplies for Large Group:

Bible

Lunch Box with the following inside: 5 bread rolls and 2 fishes (not real fish though!)

A/V needs for this lesson:

Jesus Feeds the 5000 (Illustrations/Video clip—provided by Crossroads)

Free Time Ideas:

Coloring Sheet 

Playdough 

Small Group Time

Play ‘Name Game’ – (Optional if time permits)
When our 3’s-PreK classes were smaller, we played the ‘Name Game’ every week.  Now that we have larger classes you might want to play the ‘Name Game’ in smaller groups at your tables or throughout the hour.  Here’s how to play: 

· Gather kids together in a group.

· Explain the game to the kids and tell them there are two reasons we play it

7. We want them to know that God knows each of us by name (we are special to God)

8. To help us learn each others’ names

· A volunteer leads the game and points to the kid next to him and says “Jesus loves…”

· The kid says his name.

· Then group all says “Hi (child’s name)!”

· Then, the volunteer points to the next kid.

· Continue around the circle or table until every kid has a chance to say his name and hear that Jesus loves him!  When the kids are finished, make sure you include the teachers.

Small Group Questions/Activity:

· What happened when the boy shared his lunch with Jesus? (Jesus fed lots of people)

· Do you think the boy was happy when he shared his lunch? 

· What are some ways you can give to others? (money, hugs, spend time with them, share toys with someone, be a friend, do a chore at home, play with a sister or brother, etc.)

· Do you think God wants us to be happy when we give to others? (Pause for responses). Share a time when you were able to give to someone—remember to keep it brief and use language a preschooler can understand. 

Craft: 
Today we are making Coupon Books. Kids will each choose 4 coupons they want to give away and will determine 1 coupon on their own (5 total). They can color and decorate their coupons as they see fit. When they are finished, they can bind their coupons together with a ring. As they decorate their books, help them identify whom they want to serve and help them write that person’s name in the appropriate space. This will help them identify ways they can give that don’t involve money. The coupon books will contain the following coupons: I will give a free hug to _____, I will set the table for _____, I will do one free chore for _____, I will share my favorite toy with _______, I will put the trash cans away for _____, I will feed my dog _____ for, I will ___________ (something they choose on their own)

Parent Pick Up: 

As parents pick up their children, tell them that we learned about giving to others. Tell them to be sure to help their children use their coupons over the next week. 

Large Group Presentation in Pod: 
1 Presenter needed

Presenter:

Hi Kids! I’m __(insert your name)__ and I’m so glad you’re here today in Kids’ Club! We’re going to learn about giving to others. We’re going to hear a story about a boy who shared what he had with others. Before we read the story, we’re going to sing a fun song. Are you monkeys read to sing about the King of the Jungle?

Song:  
King of the Jungle

Raise your hand if you like to share. (Pause for responses) Sharing can be hard sometimes, especially when we have to share our favorite toy. I thought you might be hungry today, so I was going to share my lunch with you, but I just don’t know if there will be enough for all of us. Let me look in my lunch box and see what my mom packed for me. (Open lunch box—looked surprised to discover the contents inside). Wow! You’ll never believe what my mom packed for me!?! I was hoping for a peanut butter and jelly sandwich with some yummy cookies, but it looks like she packed me 5 pieces of bread and two fish. I just don’t think that will be enough to share, but I know that God wants us to give to others. He wants us to share with others! You know what?!? I think I remember a story from the Bible (hold up Bible) where a young boy shared what he had with others. Let’s check it out and see if we can learn anything from His story. 

Play Video of feeding the 5000 or use the Illustrations and the following text:

1. Leon was little.  Leon was so little he could crawl under the coffee table and pretend he was in an enormous castle.

2. Leon was super little.  Leon was so super little he could duck under the mixing bowl when he played hide-and-seek with his brother, Harold.

3. And Harold could never ever find him. Leon was good at hide-and-seek.

4. One day, Leon and Harold decided to go on a big explore on the farm.  When Leon and Harold went exploring, they could be gone for hours!

5. So Leon’s mom packed a nice lunch for them to take along.   She packed five little loaves of barley bread and two itty bitty fish.  Leon’s favorite!

6. Leon and Harold explored the great big barn in the great big field and found three great big cows chewing grass.

7. Leon and Harold explored the great big pond next to the great big barn and found three great big bullfrogs chasing flies.

8. Then Leon and Harold climbed to the top of the great big hill to see what great big things were on the other side.  But Leon was little, and Harold got there first. Harold stopped and stared.

9. When Leon finally made it the top, he saw what Harold had been staring at!  A great big crowd of people!  Thousands and thousands of people!

10. Jesus was at the top of the great big hill.  The people had been listening to Jesus all day and they were getting pretty hungry.  .  

11. Jesus looked at his friend, Phillip.   “Hey, Phillip.  These people are getting pretty hungry.  I think you should feed them,” he said. 

12. “Are you crazy?” Phillip said.  “It would cost tons and tons of money to feed all these people!  And then they’d only get one itty bitty bite!”

13. “Why don’t you share your lunch?” asked Jesus.  But Phillip didn’t bring a lunch. 

14. Simon and Andrew didn’t bring a lunch.  None of Jesus’ special friends brought a lunch!  Nobody brought a lunch!

15. Just then, Leon remembered the lunch his mother had packed.  “I brought lunch,” said Leon. 

16. Andrew looked in the basket.  “That’s just five little loaves of barley bread and two itty bitty fish.  I don’t think that will help,” he said.

17. But Jesus did.  He made all the people sit down.  All five thousand of them!

18. Then Jesus then took the bread and fish and prayed to God.  He thanked God for little Leon’s lunch.  He thanked God for Leon.  

19. Then Jesus started to share Leon’s lunch.  Everyone ate until they were so full they couldn’t eat another crumb.  

20. "Gather all the leftovers,” Jesus told his friends.  “We don’t want to waste one tiny tidbit of Little Leon’s lunch!”

21. Phillip, Andrew, Simon, gathered up the leftovers.  All twelve baskets of leftovers!  All from the five little loaves of barley bread and two itty bitty fish!

22. Leon was little.  But Jesus fed five thousand people because Little Leon shared his lunch!

What did the boy share with Jesus? (Pause for responses) That’s right—he shared his lunch: 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish. What happened when Jesus took the boy’s lunch? (Pause for responses) Can you believe that?!? Jesus took the lunch that the boy shared and fed thousands of people—that’s a lot of people. 

Do you think the boy was happy when he shared his lunch? (Pause for responses). Do you think we should be happy when we give to others? (Pause for responses). That’s right—God wants us to be happy when we give to others. 

Which reminds me, what kinds of things can we give to others? (Pause for responses). We can give lots of things, even if we don’t have any money. How about hugs? Can we give hugs away?

What about doing chores at home to help your mom or dad? What about helping someone who needs help? Maybe we could even share with others or give them extra toys that we have. 

God wants us to give to others and He wants us to be happy when we give. Let’s pray right now and ask God to help us to give to others.

Prayer: Lead children in the following prayer, breaking the prayer into smaller phrases and having children repeat after you.

Dear God, please help us to think of ways that we can give to others this week. Help us to be happy when we give. Thanks for giving so much to us! AMEN!

Now we’re going to sing a song to God—a song that reminds us that it’s a great day to praise God. Let’s sing together!

Song:  
Great Day


Dismiss the kids back to small groups

Threes & PreK

 March 8-9, 2008 (Week 5)
Main Point:  We should be thankful!
Objectives:  Kids will focus on living thankful lives, mainly through prayer.

Bible Reference: “You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 2 Corinthians 9:11 

Bible Story:  The 10 Lepers—Luke 17:11-18

Connect Question: Ask your child what they are thankful for.

Now Showing: Clips from Madame Blueberry

	3’s Schedule
	4’s-PreK Schedule

	Saturday

5:30 – Free time

5:40 – Large group in 3’s Pod

6:00 – Small Group

Sunday
8:45; 10:15; 11:45 - Free time

8:55; 10:30; 11:55 – Large Group in 3’s Pod

9:15; 10:50; 12:15 - Small Group
	Saturday

5:30- Free time

5:40 – Small Group

6:00- Large group in 4’s Pod

Sunday

8:45; 10:15; 11:45 - Free time

8:55; 10:30; 11:55 – Small Group

9:15; 10:50; 12:15 – Large Group in 4’s Pod


Leader Preparation:

When we understand that all we have comes from God and that He has been more than generous to us, our response should be gratitude and praise. Part of the issue for us is continually recognizing God’s provision and kindness. This week, reflect on the story of the 10 lepers in Luke 17:11-18. Allow God to show you if there are things in your life for which you have not said thank you and then respond appropriately, as God leads you. 

Pray that the children in your class and small group will be able to understand why they should be thankful and that they will begin to live a life of gratitude.  

Supplies for this lesson:

· Coloring sheets 

· Prayer Experience Items: things from nature (trees, animals, flowers, etc.) heart, people, sports items (physical activity), food items, items that represent shelter/housing. These items can be plastic pieces, foam pieces, pictures of the items, etc. Whatever works best and is available! NOTE: These are the same items we used in Week 2. Reference week 2 to see how these items were used to represent God’s goodness and generosity. 

· Thanksgiving Reminders/Kneeling Lepers: leper cut-outs, cardstock base (1/4 page of paper), glue, Avery 5160 stickers that say “Be Thankful”

Supplies for Large Group:

Bible

Larry the Leper Video and/or printed illustrations and text

A/V needs for this lesson:

Madame Blueberry DVD: (Clip 1: 18:33-19:15, Clip 2: 23:37-24:27) Clips should run back to back/be one continuous clip on Keynote.)

Larry the Leper Video and/or Illustrations

Free Time Ideas:

Coloring Sheet 

Small Group Time

Play ‘Name Game’ – (Optional if time permits)
When our 3’s-PreK classes were smaller, we played the ‘Name Game’ every week.  Now that we have larger classes you might want to play the ‘Name Game’ in smaller groups at your tables or throughout the hour.  Here’s how to play: 

· Gather kids together in a group.

· Explain the game to the kids and tell them there are two reasons we play it

9. We want them to know that God knows each of us by name (we are special to God)

10. To help us learn each others’ names

· A volunteer leads the game and points to the kid next to him and says “Jesus loves…”

· The kid says his name.

· Then group all says “Hi (child’s name)!”

· Then, the volunteer points to the next kid.

· Continue around the circle or table until every kid has a chance to say his name and hear that Jesus loves him!  When the kids are finished, make sure you include the teachers.

Small Group Questions/Activity:

· What kinds of things are you thankful for? (Pause for responses. Try to guide the kids to think about non-material things.)

· What are some gifts that God has given to us? (Pause for responses) Examples include: shelter, food, love, nature, family, laughter, etc.

· Say: I have some items in this gift box/bag that remind us of some of the gifts God has given to us. I’m going to let each of you choose something that you are thankful for. When everyone has had a chance to choose an item, we’re going to talk to God and tell Him why we are thankful for that gift. When it’s your turn, you can tell God why you’re thankful and then place the item back in the gift box/bag. This will be a way for us to talk to God and thank Him for being so generous to us. NOTE: if a child would like to thank God for something that is not in the gift box/bag or something in their hand, that’s great! Encourage them to talk to God out loud, but if they are uncomfortable or unwilling, don’t force them. 

· Lead the prayer exercise, wrapping up the circle with a leader thanking God for something.  

Craft: 
Kids will make a thanksgiving reminder by making a “kneeling leper”. The kneeling leper will be a cut out of a person and kids will color their person, color the cardstock base and glue their person to the piece of cardstock. Kids should glue it in such a way as to show their person kneeling (fold the legs at the knees and glue it to the cardstock). They should also place a “Be Thankful” sticker somewhere to serve as a reminder. They will be encouraged to put it in special place at home and to pray and be thankful every time they see it.

Parent Pick Up: 

As parents pick up their children, tell them that we learned that we should be thankful for the gifts that God has given us. Tell them that we made “kneeling lepers” as a way to remind us to be thankful. Encourage them to help their child find a special spot to place their leper and to tell God why they are thankful each time they see it. 

Large Group Presentation in Pod: 
1 Presenter needed

Presenter:

Hi Kids! I’m __(insert your name)__ and I’m so glad you’re here today in Kids’ Club! Before we learn about being thankful, we’re going to sing a fun song. It’s a Great Day to sing—are you ready???

Song: 

Great Day

Video: NOTE: Immediately after the song is finished, have the kids sit down and the video clip should begin. There won’t be any need to do any kind of introduction—the video will set up the rest of the lesson.

Did you catch that? A happy heart is a thankful heart! Do you think it’s good for us to be thankful for the gifts that God gives us? (Pause for responses) That’s right! God wants us to be thankful. In fact, there is a true story in the Bible (hold up Bible for kids to see) about someone who was very thankful, even though none of his friends were thankful. Let’s watch this and learn how Larry the Leper was thankful. 

Video: Larry the Leper (Another option: the illustrations can be scanned into presentation software and the following text can be used as a story.) Both the video and illustrations will be provided by Crossroads.

Jesus Heals the Lepers: Larry the Leper text

Jesus heals the lepers (Luke 17:11-19) Being thankful

1. See that man way over there?  That’s Larry.  Larry lives way over there, in Leperville.

2. Larry lives way over there in Leperville because that’s where lepers live…far away from everybody else.  Larry is a leper.  Lepers have leprosy. 

3. Larry’s skin is bumpy, and stubbly, and scratchy, and itchy.  And sometimes it falls off. That’s what happens when you have leprosy.

4. Everybody stays far away from lepers.  Nobody wants to be a leper.  

5. One day, Jesus was passing by Leperville.  Larry and his nine leper friends saw Jesus coming. 

6. They stayed far away from Jesus.  They thought Jesus might run away from them. 

7. But they yelled from far away, “Jesus, please!  Oh, please make us better!”

8. Jesus saw Larry and the other nine lepers.  Jesus knew that he could make them well.  

9. Jesus told Larry and the lepers to go see the leaders.  The leaders would make sure that the lepers were all better.

10. While Larry and the lepers were on their way to see the leaders, they got better!

11.  Larry looked at his skin.  It wasn’t bumpy, or stubbly, or scratchy, or itchy anymore! 

12.  Larry looked at his nine leper friends.  Their skin wasn’t bumpy, or stubbly, or scratchy, or itchy anymore either! 

13.  Larry was very excited!  Larry ran back to thank Jesus for making him better.  

14.  Larry shouted, and danced, and ran all the way back to thank Jesus.  Larry was very thankful.

15.  Larry was so thankful he kneeled down at Jesus feet.  Larry worshipped Jesus.  He gave thanks for everything Jesus did for him.

16.  Jesus asked, “Larry, where are your friends?  Aren’t they all better, too?”

17.  Larry looked around.  He was all alone.   Larry was the only one who came back to thank Jesus!

18.  Larry was all better.  Larry’s friends were all better.  But none of Larry’s friends came back to thank Jesus! 

19.  Jesus said, “Larry, you did the right thing.  You showed me you love me by coming back to say, ‘Thank you!’  

20. “Now, get up. Get on your way. You’re all better!  Keep celebrating!"

Well, I don’t know about you, but I want to be the one who is thankful! I want to make sure I a thank God all the time for loving me and for providing the things I need. You know, we should stop right now and thank God. If you were going to thank God for something, what would you thank Him for? (pause for responses, then transition to the following prayer)

Prayer: Lead children in the following prayer, breaking the prayer into smaller phrases and having children repeat after you.

Dear God, please help us to remember to be thankful for the gifts You have given us! AMEN!

Now we’re going to sing a song to God—a song that reminds us that we should Thank the Lord! 
Song:  
Thank You Lord

Dismiss the kids back to small groups

Threes & PreK

 March 15-16 2008 (Week 6)
Main Point:  We are the church!
Objectives:  Kids will learn about the local church and decide how they can be generous now and in the future.

Bible Reference: "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." John 13:34-35

Bible Story:  The Early Church Shares: Acts 2:42-47

Connect Question: Ask your child: What is the church? 

Now Serving: Cookies and Frosting

	3’s Schedule
	4’s-PreK Schedule

	Saturday

5:30 – Free time

5:40 – Large group in 3’s Pod

6:00 – Small Group

Sunday
8:45; 10:15; 11:45 - Free time

8:55; 10:30; 11:55 – Large Group in 3’s Pod

9:15; 10:50; 12:15 - Small Group
	Saturday

5:30- Free time

5:40 – Small Group

6:00- Large group in 4’s Pod

Sunday

8:45; 10:15; 11:45 - Free time

8:55; 10:30; 11:55 – Small Group

9:15; 10:50; 12:15 – Large Group in 4’s Pod


Leader Preparation:

Here is the church, here is the steeple, open the doors and see all the…people! It’s hard for us to grasp the concept that church is not a building, place or event that we attend. Church is the people of God in action: whether they are worshipping, serving the poor, building a house for Habitat or loving and caring for preschoolers each weekend. The church is the Kingdom of God at work—the Revolution that Jesus began years ago, moving forward. 

This week we want to help children understand what church really is. We’re going to be highlighting different aspects of what the church does and who the church is. Take time this week to thank God for the joy of Christian community. A famous theologian once wrote that Christian community is a privilege—not everyone gets to experience it. When we get the opportunity to engage with other believers in what God is doing in the world, we should be thankful. Take a moment to pray for the other leaders in your room and for your ministry leaders. 

Supplies for this lesson:

· Coloring sheets 

· Party Items: juice boxes, cookies and frosting, party hats, noise makers,

Supplies for Large Group:

Bible

4 kids chairs on stage

Bag of goldfish crackers or other individual snack bag (one for each pod, each hour)

Blanket

Hammer 

Giant pencil

Thanksgiving food drive box with stickers

Peanut butter jar

A/V needs for this lesson:

Pictures of the following: Habitat House Project, Thanksgiving Food Drive, Whiz Kids

Picture of Crossroads?

Free Time Ideas:

Coloring Sheet 

Small Group Time

Play ‘Name Game’ – (Optional if time permits)
When our 3’s-PreK classes were smaller, we played the ‘Name Game’ every week.  Now that we have larger classes you might want to play the ‘Name Game’ in smaller groups at your tables or throughout the hour.  Here’s how to play: 

· Gather kids together in a group.

· Explain the game to the kids and tell them there are two reasons we play it

11. We want them to know that God knows each of us by name (we are special to God)

12. To help us learn each others’ names

· A volunteer leads the game and points to the kid next to him and says “Jesus loves…”

· The kid says his name.

· Then group all says “Hi (child’s name)!”

· Then, the volunteer points to the next kid.

· Continue around the circle or table until every kid has a chance to say his name and hear that Jesus loves him!  When the kids are finished, make sure you include the teachers.

Small Group Questions/Activity:

· What does a church look like? (Pause for responses) 

· Why do you think God wants us to be part of a church? (Pause for responses)

· What do you think the best part of Kids’ Club is? (Pause for responses) 

Craft/Activity: 
Kids will share a special snack and have a party together. Allow kids to take turns, helping to pass out the snacks to the other kids in their group. As kids have their special snack, remind them that part of being the church is spending time together and learning from each other. Kids can wear party hats and make noise with their noise makers. 

Parent Pick Up: 

As parents pick up their children, tell them that we learned about the church and what makes up a church. Be sure to draw their attention to the bags each family is receiving that will help them teach their kids to Go—be the church. 

Large Group Presentation in Pod: 
1 Presenter needed

Presenter:

Hello Friends! I’m _________________ and I’m so glad you came to Kids’ Club today. I have an important question for you: What does a church look like? (Affirm all responses. Thank them for responding. When they answer – repeat what they’ve said so that everyone can hear. You’ll probably get descriptions of buildings – that’s cool) 

Okay – now I need you put on your listening ears. I am going to show you something. Watch very carefully. Is everyone ready to watch? 

(Now you will invite 3 kids and/or leaders – just make sure you still have leaders sitting with the kids – to come up on stage with you.) 

· Invite a kid to come up. Pick a child who is sitting quietly. Reinforce this by saying something like: Susie, thank you for putting your listening ears on. You are sitting very quietly.  Would you help me please? – give them some goldfish or other snack and ask them to sit down. 

· Invite one of the leaders – tell them they look cold – give them a blanket. 

· Ask another kid to come up – say you look sad – need a hug. In the Bible it says that in the very first church this is what they did. The Bible says, (Open your Bible so they know you are reading from Bible), “They gave each other everything they needed.”  When I think of what a church looks like this is what I think of. THIS IS THE CHURCH. I think of people sharing their food. I think of people giving to people who are cold. I think of people being kind to people who are sad or need a friend. (Sit down in the 4th chair.) Very dramatically – THIS IS THE CHURCH.  A church is people who love God who help one another. And sometimes you even help other you’ don’t even know. 

Thank your CHURCH for helping you! Ask them to go sit back down. Then ask the kids – okay let’s ask that question again – what do you think a church looks like? Get Responses. THIS IS THE CHURCH. 

I have some pictures to show you how we help people here at (insert name of your church). Show pictures of Habitat (pick up some bricks) Some people from our church build houses for families who don’t have houses. They work together with the family – and when they’re finished the family has a brand new house to live in.  THIS IS THE CHURCH. 

Thanksgiving Food Drive Picture – People filled up lots and lots boxes with stuff you need to make a Thanksgiving Dinner. What kinds of things do you think they put in the box? (get responses) Hold up the peanut butter. Some of you guys even brought in jar of peanut butter. Does anyone remember where we sent those jars of peanut butter? (Mamelodi) We also gave boxes to people around here who didn’t have food for Thanksgiving dinner and people who lived far away in Mamelodi. THIS IS THE CHURCH. 

Show a giant pencil – some kids who need help with their homework and they need a friend. Adults and some high school kids come here and help them with their homework. And they eat dinner and just have fun together. THIS IS THE CHURCH.

This is the church – hold up each prop as you review. It’s helping people who don’t have homes, it’s giving food to people who don’t have enough to eat and it’s being a friend to people who need a friend. 

You guys are my church. And we can all do things to help others and share our stuff. There’s something else people in the church a long time ago used to do (Pull out your party hat, put a lei around your neck) – they liked to celebrate. They didn’t have to have a big fancy special occasion – they’d have a party just to celebrate being together. They’d share their food. They’d tell fun stories about fun things they did together. Anything else you can think of that people in the church a long time ago did – that we still do today (Hum to give them a hint) YES – than SANG and worshipped God. SING SONGS NOW!

Songs: 
Stinky Feet



Jump Into the Light

Thank you for being my church. Let’s thank God for giving us each other.

Prayer: Dear God. Thank you for loving me. Thank you for giving me my friends at church. We love you. Amen. 

Dismiss the kids back to small groups
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