
Be Part of the 1% Marriage Initiative

STRONG MARRIAGES

EMPOWERED KIDS

CONFIDENT PARENTS

HEALTHY LEADERS



1% Makes a Big Difference

Marriages are in Crisis

While millions of couples 

don’t have dramatic stories by 

Hollywood standards, every day 

they endure strained, empty 

and unfulfilled marriages.

Most marriages that end in 

divorce produce stress-filled, 

fractured homes. Children are 

far too often the unintentional 

collateral damage.

Reducing the divorce rate  

by just 1% will impact  

1.5 million kids!

The Statistics are Staggering

• Couples spend an average of four 

minutes a day alone together.

• Almost 60% of married adults  

have had an extramarital affair.

• Nearly 50% of all U.S. marriages  

end in divorce. First marriages that 

end in divorce last an average of  

eight years.

• There is little to no difference in the 

divorce rate between Christians and 

the general population.

• Children with two religious parents 

who end up divorcing are twice as 

likely to leave the church.

“Unless the Lord builds the house, 
the builders labor in vain.”

 PSALM 127:1

Helping Families Succeed

All of us have at least one friend or family member who has suffered 

the heartache of a broken family experience. Chances are that you 

know several. It may be your personal story.

At HomeWord, we recognize the disintegration of families as one of 

the greatest crises in the world today. Churches are struggling to equip 

families in this rapidly changing culture of ours. In fact, most Christian 

families look no different than the rest of society.

That’s why every aspect of HomeWord’s ministry is focused on helping 

families and churches grow in four foundational areas:

 • Strong marriages • Confident parents

 • Empowered kids • Healthy leaders

To change the trajectory of families in America, we must begin by 

healing marriages. That’s why in 2014 we’re launching our 1% 

Marriage Initiative. We invite you to learn more and join with us!

JIM BURNS, PH.D. DOUG FIELDS



HomeWord’s Strategy to Impact Marriages A New HomeWord.com

All churches have one thing in common: They meet 

every week. In fact, 63 million people worship in 

churches each weekend. What people are looking for 

in their church is God’s wisdom for everyday life – and 

often it involves issues related to their family. That’s 

why HomeWord is dedicated to helping churches adopt 

a simple strategy to build a healthy family ministry.  

Most pastors are overwhelmed with the day-to-day 

needs of their congregations. HomeWord makes 

it easy for them by providing resources for large 

groups, small groups and couples counseling, all 

supported by training from a network of family 

ministry practitioners. The result reinforces 

the value of God-honored marriages deep into 

the church – with transforming results!

Reduce the divorce rate by just 1%
and you impact the lives of 1.5 million kids a year.

A new HomeWord.com comes in February 2014! The 
enhanced site will be optimized for mobile devices, making 
it easier than ever to access teaching and resources.

COUPLES

Real-time help for 
couples when they 

need answers

OUR GOAL: 
1 million couples 
using online tools

SMALL GROUPS

Families are 
healthier when they are 

supported by others

OUR GOAL: 
100,000 small 
groups formed

LARGE GROUPS

Couples are inspired 
to make changes 

for the better

OUR GOAL: 
10,000 churches 

committed to 
family ministry

NETWORK

Church leaders 
equipped with training 

and resources

OUR GOAL: 
1,000 leaders 

serving churches



New Resources to Help Marriages in All Stages

There were 2.1 million 
marriages in the United 

States alone last year, but there were also over 1 million 
divorces. Far too many couples pay more attention to making 
plans for their wedding than for their life together in marriage. 
Yet studies show that the effort a couple puts into getting 
ready for marriage – and not just planning the wedding – is 
a determining factor in how healthy their marriage will be. 
Marriages that last are often a result of better decision-making 
before the couples say “I do.”

A thriving marriage 
doesn’t come easily in 

the breathless pace at which we live our lives. The truth is 
that every marriage is going to experience storms from time to 
time. These storms are made up of bad habits and conflict – 
and they cause disruption in communication.  Experts agree 
that 86% percent of marriages that derail do so because of 
inadequate and faulty communication. How couples respond 
to these storms and disruptions will make a huge difference in 
their marriages.

It’s time to take the wisdom that Jim Burns and  
Doug Fields have taught to thousands of people in 
events around the country to millions in the church.

All experts tell us that 
the way couples handle 

the first few years of their marriage determines the direction 
and success of their relationship. In premarital counseling 
couples tend to say they are best friends, communicate 
perfectly, and their problems are few and far between. 
After the wedding, it’s almost like a magnifying glass begins 
to show the cracks in the relationship. When those small 
hairline fractures aren’t dealt with properly, they can break 
apart an otherwise good relationship.

Resources for Churches & Couples

Large Groups 
Creative marriage 
events for couples

Small Groups 
Video curriculum that 
couples can study together

Couples 
Online assessments and  
books that couples discuss
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MARRIAGE RESOURCES
THAT HELP FAMILIES SUCCEED

—————————— FOR ——————————

Couples • Small Groups • Churches • Leaders

“When you care for the family,
you change the world.”

JIM BURNS


