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Only God gives the growth

In the academic and social hothouse of Westport, being welcomed for who 
you are, not what you have achieved or acquired, can surprise and nourish
your soul. In the last year, Green’s Farms Church was the place to find that
welcome. We continued to strive to live our vision of being: 

“A church on a hill, glowing like a beacon with the light of God’s love.”

Our vision united us as we labored in the hope of God’s growth. 
We endeavored to live into our commitment to discipleship and community 
by loving, teaching and serving each other, and the God revealed in 
Jesus Christ. And we worked together 
to reinvent our centuries-old 
institution in the face of new realities. 

We go into 2017 blessed with a 
complete staff, expanded programs 
for adults, youth and children, an active
and diverse music program, and a 
Faith Formation Fund to give us extra financial strength over the next ten
years. This is the time for us to dream about our future, unimpeded by some
of the past anxieties that have accompanied change. 

We have planted and we have watered – now we are ready for God’s growth.

“
”

I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither the
one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God
who gives the growth. The one who plants and the one who waters
have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to
the labor of each. For we are God’s servants, working together; 
you are God’s field, God’s building. 

1 Corinthians 3:6-9

Cover: Isla Snow and Yale Divinity School teaching intern Mia Tabib.

Courtney Garzone was one of 
38 teens and adults who served 
residents of Johnson County, Tennessee,
on Mission Trip 2016. Now 40 are ready 
to serve Somali refugees in Lewiston,
Maine, in June. “ ”

I serve to be closer
to my community.
Caroline Nevin



We are God’s servants, 
working together

In June we were excited to call Reverend Megan Cullip as
Associate Minister for Youth and quickly saw her passion for
introducing kids to faith turbocharge our youth program.  

In April 2017, LaQruishia Gill became Director of Children’s
Ministry after serving as interim. LaQruishia has been at 
GFC since 2013 as a teaching intern while completing her
Masters in Divinity at Yale Divinity School.  

A Children’s Ministry team led by Erica Winkler, Ashley Welker,
and Sarah True is now asking big questions about why families
come to church, and how to connect them to God and each
other. Visits with 18 local churches to see how others do 
Sunday School, plus GFC focus groups, produced lots of
ideas that Megan and LaQruishia will act on this year.  

One of LaQruishia and Megan’s 2016 ventures – Children’s
Chapel – points the way. Empowering kids to run their own
service and to witness to each other was a wonderful way 
for them to discover discipleship, in community. 

Megan’s arrival and energy created a new Middle School
Group. If there is one accolade a 7th grader can give their

church, it’s to invite non church-going friends to youth group.
Two dozen 6th-8th graders showed up regularly and, every
week, someone brought a friend. 

Last spring, 19 teens were confirmed, and 13 began their 
journey this January. This year’s group will stay together
through the fall, easing the transition to high school. Many of
2016’s confirmands are continuing their faith journey in the
high school group, where older participants are learning to 
be student leaders, ministering to younger group members. 

Youth ministry is family ministry, so we held three parent 
forums to talk through the tough issues. We are designing
more this year, working to flex for time-challenged parents. 

Thank you, Lynn

“These commandments 
that I give you today are to 
be on your hearts. Impress 
them on your children. Talk
about them when you sit at
home and when you walk 
along the road, when you lie
down and when you get up.” 

Deuteronomy 6:6-7
Senior Minister Rev. Jeffrey Rider with Mia Talbott, 
one of 17 babies baptized into our church this year

“
”

Jesus said 
those who want 
to be the leader
must serve all.
Bill McCutchen

“

”

If you think 
you are too 
small to make 
a difference, 
you’ve never 
been in bed 
with a mosquito.
Martha Eidman

In 2016 Lynn Rider returned to her
career as a clinical social worker.
In her 12 years as Director of 
Children’s Ministry, hundreds 
of children learned what Lynn 
describes as the most important
Sunday School lesson: “That God
loves them.” Her legacy lives on in
the success of the Sunday School.

Lynn Rider



The one who plants and the one who
waters have a common purpose

Long traditions of worship and service thrived at GFC last year
and, at times, we stepped outside our comfort zone with new
ways to grow as Christians and as a church. 

Our faithful cycle of prayer circles, weekly bible study, and 
caring deacons who support us through all the seasons of our
lives was uninterrupted. Then in November we re-invented the
daily devotional with a month-long texting campaign. Many
said they liked connecting to their faith though their phone. 

During Lent we shared a multi-generational all-church read. Next
time, we may add virtual channels so it’s easier for road warriors
to participate, as well as those who can make it to church. 

Those who connected through Caroline Barney and Dave
Stambaugh’s Women’s Book and Bible Study filled the Parlor
weekly with laughter, tears and prayers. In April, 22 women 
of all ages retreated to Mercy by the Sea, Madison, CT, to 
explore God’s joy, and share an amazing range of snacks. 

The desire to connect us for faith, fellowship and fun produced
Fusion events, masterminded by Martha Eidman, Judy Hlawitschka,
Karen Kosinski, and Alison Fisher. Skiing, eating, and hiking
were the well-supported openers, and more is planned. 

The Outreach team has encouraged us to more actively serve
our community partners in recent years. One outcome was
being named Bridgeport Rescue Mission’s 2016 Compassion
in Action Partner. Engagement continued year-round, from
Service Day 2016 to providing meals for the Gillespie Center
and Norwalk shelter, showing up for Bridgeport Rescue 
Mission’s Great Thanksgiving Project, and putting gifts under
the Giving Tree for Person-to-Person in Norwalk.

In the fall, GFC stepped up for Skane pre-school in Bridgeport
when they lost GE as their corporate partner. A new relationship
has flourished, led by the Women’s Group, and Christina McKay
DiChristina, principal of Green’s Farms Nursery School. Support
for Skane and its families is now flowing from GFC and GFNS.  

A much older partnership was strengthened in February when a
GFC group visited Indian Gospel Mission in Chennai, South India.
They saw IGM’s faith in action with the hundreds of orphans they
house, love and educate, and the poor and sick they nourish. 

The GFC pilgrims also visited a group of older children we have
sponsored for three years in honor of our friend, Lori Redmer.
To hear testimony of God in action, ask any of the travelers
how Westport dollars and a really smart program called ZOE
can break the cycle of poverty by turning a destitute child into a
fisherman, a fast food entrepreneur, or a beauty salon owner.

Erica Winkler, Erica Bryniczka, and Meghan
Halky share gifts with Skane pre-schoolers.

Orphan boys learn of God’s love through the 
Indian Gospel Mission, supported by GFC for 30 years.

“
”

I serve to feel closer 
to God – to be on 
the same journey as
someone else, with 
different circumstances.
Nico Eisenberger



You are God’s field, God’s building

Traditional GFC music filled the Meetinghouse all year, thanks
to the Chancel Choir, Music Director Rick Tripodi, and many
talented musicians. 

Popular highlights included Highland Cathedral skirling
through the Meetinghouse from bagpiper Jonathan Henken 
at Homecoming, and Joseph Brewer singing Were You
There? in the dark at Maundy Thursday’s
Tenebrae service. 

At Christmas, Jennifer Porretta led the
Women’s and Girls’ Choir, and Kirsten
Horton brought the Family Band to
Homecoming and other services. 
Collaboration through the year between
Rick and Rev. Megan Cullip resulted in
new ventures, such as the Sunday School Band and an ad-hoc trio. 

Chancel Choir members were not the only ones who breathed 
a sigh of relief when air-conditioning finally arrived in the Meeting-
house last summer, thanks the Trustees, particularly Rick Benson.
Now worshiping at Green’s Farms Church really is a pleasure
all year round. Rick also delivered less obvious changes like a
standby generator and sidewalk repairs that benefited GFC and

Green’s Farms Nursery School. And, when rotten finials blew
off the steeple one windy morning in March, Rick ascended.  

Designer Debbie Welch worked with Rick to refresh parts of
the church building. They turned the former Music Director’s
office into a beautiful small meeting room, put more of our art
and history on display, made-over the Parlor, and made the
ministers’ offices more functional. 

Next on the list is an updated audio-visual system for the
Meetinghouse, so we can stream 
worship to the Parlor and Social Hall, 
on YouTube, and our website. Outside,
new plantings are planned to beautify
the grounds. 

A much bigger challenge, and potential
cost, is the fact that our pipe organ
dates from 1964 and is ready for full 

refurbishment or replacement. An organ committee has been
commissioned by the Trustees to review all available options
and will make a recommendation soon. 

The Trustees also have to weigh another big ticket item: 
possibly re-siding the Meetinghouse. Peeling lead paint on
parts of the building is a problem, and options for a long-term
solution are being considered.

Three generations 
of women and girls 
celebrate Advent.

Rick Benson proves
that being a GFC trustee
is not a desk job.“

”
It gives me joy to obey
Jesus’ commandment
to love others as we 
love ourselves.
Judy Hlawitschka



Grace Upon Grace

As generations change, so does the way people support
what matters to them, including their church. 

This church year began with a $100,000 gap between
pledges received and the budget. By the time Brian Welker,
chair of the Trustees, reported at the 2017 Budget Meeting,
the shortfall had resolved into a $42,000 surplus. Payments
had outstripped pledges and vigilant cost management 
plus later-than-planned hiring filled the gap. 

The trend towards paying without pledging means the bills
can be paid but makes it hard to plan. 

We reinvented how we steward the church and plan 
for the future, thanks in part to Walter Eads, longtime 
member. A stewardship team led by Tony Menchaca 
turned the legacy Walter left to GFC into a fund that will 
underpin our growth over the next ten years. The Walter
Fund will buffer the inevitable ups-and-downs of annual
stewardship. For example, it allows us to retain 
Dave Stambaugh to continue to build our faith formation 
program. By fall, the fund had topped $830,000, 
and remains open in 2017. 

The Walter Fund was a grace beyond expectation; 
we effectively raised our annual stewardship amount twice 
in one year. And the generous donors included some who
were new to our church.  

Our stewardship includes a commitment of 12% of our 
income to Outreach. We contribute to the United Church 
of Christ to support struggling congregations and plant
churches, and to fund emergency relief in the US and 
globally. A dozen community partners, some local and 
some like the Indian Gospel Mission, much further away, 
rely on us for annual donations. 

When IGM came to us to replace a children’s dormitory
washed away by floods in 2015, Outreach, led by Dave
Kercher and Alex Horton, and the High School Youth Group
got creative. They launched Raise the Roof for IGM on 
GoFundMe. 

IGM needed $35,000, a daunting total, until GFC’s 
trustees promised to match what was raised, up to half. 
The Trustees called on the Bryant Fund, an endowment 
that honors former Senior Minister Bill Bryant. 
It currently stands well above its target level, making 
it ideal for this use.  

In February, GFC visitors to IGM saw work under way and, in April, the roof
went on. The Raise the Roof for IGM site on GoFundMe had more than
2000 visits, was shared 85 times on Facebook, and 83 people donated.
The campaign tapped into the larger GFC network, and Outreach may 
consider similar campaigns for the right purpose in the future.

Walter Eads’ legacy will
bring future generations to
Christ at GFC.

From His fullness we have received grace upon grace.
John 1:16

Thank You
Ada and Walter Eads 
Kristin Wait and Brad Cosgrove
Anonymous Donor 
Judy and Walter Hlawitschka
Maren and Tom Hood
Renie and Bill McCutchen 
Sarah and Tony Menchaca
Ana and David Messenger

Diane and Steve Parrish 
Carol Quinn and David Mayo 
Joan and Sam Nevin 
Kaile and Alan Redmer 
Ginger Tobey 
Mary and Rick Towers
Ashley and Brian Welker 
Liz and Steve West
Carol and Jim Wright

The Walter Fund for Faith Formation 



Deepening Community
Discovering Discipleship

The church which ever seeks 
to express in all walks of life, 
the mind and spirit of Jesus

So would Jesus text? Would Peter share the Sermon on
the Mount on Twitter?

As we strive to live the GFC vision of being a beacon of
God’s love, we walk in the footsteps of the disciples to
spread the Good News. 

Everyone is busy. We all suffer from news fatigue. At GFC
we want to engage our members and the community, not
add to the noise. This year we focused on timely and 
useful updates in the weekly Bulletin, targeted emails, 
and upgrading our Facebook page. We moved our church
database to a new platform and began using a new email
management tool. An update for the website is next. 

In this Annual Report, we summarized the year in a new
way to make it easier to learn about all the many sides 
of life at GFC. Let us know what you think.

www.greensfarmschurch.org

New faces, new gifts: LaQruishia Gill, Director of Children’s
Ministry; Reverend Megan Cullip, Associate Minister for
Youth; Claire England, Operations Director; Kara Sullivan,
Communications/Operations Coordinator
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