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HOLLYWOOD

Dear Media Friends,
Thank you for your interest in the 9th Annual Hollywood Fringe Festival, running June 7th - 24th!
The largest performing arts celebration on the West Coast is shaping up to be the biggest yet –
with 390 shows registered to perform over 2,000 performances throughout the festival. This
is a 20% increase from the 2017 Hollywood Fringe Festival and more productions are expected to
register.
The 2018 festival includes diverse offerings from a wide range of performing arts genres. The
majority of shows are either ensemble theatre, solo performance, or comedy. However, attendees
will also find cabaret, musical theatre, dance shows, and immersive theatre. All of these are
presented in dozens of spaces throughout central Hollywood, offering something for everyone.
Reviews are essential in an environment like the Fringe, where audiences have so many shows to
choose from. Giving feedback about work you’ve seen or recommending a show are powerful
contributions to the arts. Whether your interest lies in reviewing shows, covering special events or
writing larger stories about the festival, you are welcome on the Fringe. We invite you to attend at
any time throughout the festival, but especially during Previews (May 31st - June 5th) as your
words and opinions can help inspire thousands of patrons.
I’ve included information below about covering the Fringe Festival and some of our featured
programs. Of course, if you have any questions or need any assistance with anything, please feel
free to contact me at press@hollywoodfringe.org or at 228.229.6089.
Best,
Nicole Misita
Publicity Manager
Hollywood Fringe Festival
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ABOUT THE HOLLYWOOD FRINGE

(photo credit: Matt Kamimura)

The Hollywood Fringe Festival is an annual, open-access, community-derived event celebrating freedom of
expression and collaboration in the performing arts community. Each June during the Hollywood Fringe, the
arts infiltrate the Hollywood neighborhood: Fully equipped theaters, parks, clubs, churches, restaurants and
other unexpected places host hundreds of productions by local, national, and international arts companies
and independent performers.
Participation in the Hollywood Fringe is completely open and uncensored. This free-for-all approach
underlines the festival’s mission to be a platform for artists without the barrier of a curative body. By opening
the gates to anyone with a vision, the festival is able to exhibit the most diverse and cutting-edge points-ofview the world has to offer. Additionally, by creating an environment where artists must self-produce their
work, the Fringe motivates its participants to cultivate a spirit of entrepreneurialism in the arts.

P.O. Box 93325, Los Angeles, California, 90093

I

press@hollywoodfringe.org

I

www.hollywoodfringe.org

HOLLYWOOD

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
PRESS REGISTRATION
You can request Press Comps to any show on the Fringe when you register as press on our site. Go
to http://www.hollywoodfringe.org/press and click “Request a Press Pass” to get started. You will need to
set up an account on the website if you haven’t already. Once your request has been approved (you'll
receive an email), the “Request Press Comps” button will become active on project pages when you are
logged in to the site. If you have registered as press in the past, you still need to reapply.
Digital Press Kits are available online at hollywoodfringe.org/press. Physical Press Kits, Fringe Buttons &
Press Lanyards will be available starting May 31st. Details of pick-up locations will be announced. If you
would like to arrange a pick-up, please reach out to Nicole Misita at press@hollywoodfringe.org or
228.229.6089.
Press Lanyards are not required for entry to Fringe shows or events, however buttons will be required for
entry to events at Fringe Central (you can pick one up for free if you are on the press list). See below for
more information about the Fringe Button.
ut
CHOOSING SHOWS TO SEE
With nearly 400 shows, it can be hard to decide what to see at the Fringe. Looking over the participant
press releases at www.hollywoodfringe.org/press can be a great place to start. These releases can be
sorted by show or by category and we encourage all participants to post at least one.
Already know what you’re looking for? Fringe projects are searchable by category, tags, dates, venues
and more at www.hollywoodfringe.org/discover. We are also more than happy to guide you towards shows
you might find interesting-- just let us know what you’re looking for! Another great way to find shows on the
fly is by checking hollywoodfringe.org/daily.
Consider using our online scheduling tool that will help streamline your festival experience. By visiting
hollywoodfringe.org/scheduler, you can sort through productions participating in this year’s festival,
reference a list of favorites, and buy a full lineup of tickets in one click. For more about the scheduler,
check out this support article.

P.O. Box 93325, Los Angeles, California, 90093

I

press@hollywoodfringe.org

I

www.hollywoodfringe.org

HOLLYWOOD

THE GUIDE
The Fringe Guide can be a useful tool when determining what shows to see. Please find your 2018 Printed
Guide included in this press kit. If you’ve accessed this Kit online, you can access the Fringe Guide online
at www.hollywoodfringe.org/guide.
PRESS ASSISTANCE: PHOTOS, INTERVIEWS AND MORE
For interviews with Fringe Staff or Participants, please contact us at press@hollywoodfringe.org and we will
help to arrange something. We can also help you secure images for your articles.
ARTICLES ON THE FRINGE
Want to know what other journalists have written about the Fringe? Go to www.hollywoodfringe.org/press
and click "Articles on the Fringe.” Don’t see your coverage? Send us the link!
COVERAGE BEYOND REVIEWS
There are a lot of ways you can cover the Fringe on a larger scale beyond reviews!
● Coverage of World Premieres, National or International Acts
● Coverage of Fringe Programs
● Fringe Events (Opening/Closing Night Parties, Fringe Prom, Awards, etc)
● The Largest Uncensored Arts Festival in the West

We've included some information that might help you get started on one of these story ideas.
FRINGE BUTTONS

This community badge for all Fringers provides entry to all Fringe-sponsored events, $1 off drinks at Fringe
Central, $1 off all tickets festival-wide and discounts and special offers at Fringe Hotspots. Get the details
at www.hollywoodfringe.org/pages?id=518
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FRINGE PROGRAMS

(photo credit: Matt Kamimura)

Fringe Scholarships: Created in 2016, the Fringe Scholarship Program exists to expand and diversify the
pool of artists producing work at the Hollywood Fringe Festival. The program offers free registrations to 10
Hollywood Fringe productions, thanks to a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts. For details and
a list of 2018 scholarship winners visit: www.hollywoodfringe.org/scholarships.
FringeTV: FringeTV returns to provide information about and coverage of the Fringe. New clips will be
available on the Fringe YouTube Channel (www.youtube.com/user/hollywoodfringe) & hollywoodfringe.org
and will be announced via Twitter & Facebook.
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WHERE IS THE FRINGE?
For a full list of all the venues participating in the festival, go to www.hollywoodfringe.org/venue/list.
THE BOUNDARIES
Official venues for the Hollywood Fringe Festival are located within one of the most iconic neighborhoods in
the world: Hollywood, California, located in the heart of Los Angeles.
•
•
•
•

The Northern boundary is Franklin Ave, running along the bottom of the Hollywood Hills and a
block from Hollywood Blvd.
Normandie Ave. is the eastern boundary, near studios with histories dating back to the golden
years of Hollywood.
Rosewood Ave, a couple blocks from Beverly, is the southern boundary for the festival.
Gardner St., the western boundary, serves as a gateway to West Hollywood and contains
numerous shops, restaurants, and venues.

THE VENUES
A Fringe Festival by its very nature can change in scope from year to year depending on the venues,
places, and spaces that become involved. A Fringe event can be held anywhere, from a traditional theatre
to a coffee shop, a club, or the street. Once the festival is underway, the Fringe Guide will contain a map of
venues and a listing of all events to assist participants and audience alike.

WHY HOLLYWOOD?
With its central location and dozens of venues all within walking distance, Hollywood is an ideal home for
the Fringe. Our focus is filling this square mile with art, adventure, and opportunity. With hundreds of
theatres, galleries, and performance spaces outside of Hollywood, the Festival will no doubt expand beyond
the borders of our first year. The journey begins in Hollywood.
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WHAT'S A FRINGE FESTIVAL?

(photo credit: Matt Kamimura)

Fringe Festivals exist throughout the world as havens for underground and emerging arts scenes. The
Fringe concept was incubated in Edinburgh, Scotland. In 1947, eight performance groups appeared
uninvited on the “fringes” of the exclusive Edinburgh International Festival. The Edinburgh Festival Fringe
has since grown into the largest arts festival in the world with hundreds of artists, thousands of
performances, and millions of patrons every summer. It annually grosses over $100 million for the local
economy and remains the biggest tourist draw in the UK. Fringe Festivals have since sprung up in dozens
of cities across the world.
Most Fringe Festivals are open and unjuried, preferring lotteries, first-come-first-served, and find-your-ownvenue systems to a formal selection process. This open means of programming fosters the work of both the
well-established and the obscure; everyone has the opportunity to participate. Fringe Festivals nourish
young visionaries by providing networking opportunities and production experience. They also provide large
economic and cultural boosts for their hosting communities.
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ABOUT THE FRINGE ORGANIZATION

(photo credit: Matt Kamimura)

The Fringe organization exists as a hub to the various Fringe stakeholders: venues, artists, and audience. It
is not a curating body; rather it provides an open environment in which artists stage their projects. It does
not recruit or show favoritism between projects registered with the festival. The relationship between the
Fringe and other key stakeholders is decentralized – with venues and artists operating independently.
FRINGE ROLES
The Fringe organization fulfills these roles:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Festival promotion to the community and the press
Tickets sales through online, phone, and central box offices
Artist support through housing and production assistance
Coordination between Fringe venues
Production of promotional events for venues and artists
Publication of The Fringe Guide and management of the Fringe website
Promotion of the Hollywood Fringe brand
Recruitment of a volunteer base
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Press Contact:
Stacy Jones Hill
Communications Director
Press@HollywoodFringe.org
603.540.4035
www.HollywoodFringe.org

Wednesday, March 1, 2018
For Immediate Release

Hollywood Fringe Festival Announces
Winners of 2018 Fringe Scholarships

Hollywood, CA -- Hollywood, CA -- The Hollywood Fringe Festival is proud to announce the winners of the
2018 Fringe Scholarships. An objective and independent committee of former Hollywood Fringe participants
reviewed over 125 applications for this award. The applications were evaluated based on how much impact
the production would have on the overall attraction of audience and the production's potential to increase the
ethnic and socioeconomic diversity of artists and audience.
Fringe Scholarships provide each recipient with complimentary festival registration, a $550 stipend toward
venue and production costs, a Fringe mentor, and marketing and networking opportunities as a member of
the Fringe community.
Each winner reflects Hollywood Fringe’s commitment to expand and diversify the pool of artists producing
work at the Hollywood Fringe Festival.
The winners of the 2018 Fringe Scholarships are:
• Baba, Jee (Father, Yes)
• Unapologetically Black
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• Trafficked 2.0
• Paisajes Marinos Con Tiburones y bailarines
• Love, Locs & Liberation
• I Came To Make Noise
• Liao Zhai: Tale of Extraordinary
• A Mile in My Shoes
• Gay Men Like Young Boys
• The Goddesses Guide: Adura for the Women of African Diaspora
• Land of No Shadows
This scholarship was awarded based on the following factors - the production features the participation of
ethnically diverse artists; the production will enrich audience experience through the presentation of unique,
underrepresented themes, and the production will increase festival attendance and participation by local
Hollywood residents.
Fringe Scholarships, created in 2016, is open to first-time Hollywood Fringe participants.
To learn more about Fringe Scholarships visit hollywoodfringe.org/scholarships.
ABOUT HOLLYWOOD FRINGE
The Hollywood Fringe Festival is an annual, open-access, community-derived event celebrating freedom of
expression and collaboration in the performing arts community. Each June during the Hollywood Fringe, the
arts infiltrates the Hollywood neighborhood: Fully equipped theaters, parks, clubs, churches, restaurants and
other unexpected places host hundreds of productions by local, national, and international arts companies and
independent performers.
Participation in the Hollywood Fringe is completely open and uncensored. This free-for-all approach
underlines the festival’s mission to be a platform for artists without the barrier of a curative body. By opening
the gates to anyone with a vision, the festival is able to exhibit the most diverse and cutting-edge points-ofview the world has to offer. Additionally, by creating an environment where artists must self-produce their
work, the Fringe motivates its participants to cultivate a spirit of entrepreneurialism in the arts.
Want more information? Contact us at press@hollywoodfringe.org or by visiting the website
at www.HollywoodFringe.org/press.
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Press Contact:
Nicole Misita
Publicity Manager
Press@HollywoodFringe.org
228.229.6089
www.HollywoodFringe.org

Wednesday, May 2, 2018
For Immediate Release

Tickets Now on Sale for
2018 Hollywood Fringe Festival
Tickets are now available for all 2018 Hollywood Fringe Festival productions. From June 7th – 24th,
nearly 2,000 performances and events will take place in dozens of venues throughout Hollywood.
To purchase tickets, visit www.hollywoodfringe.org/discover and search for shows by day, venue,
category or tag. The full schedule can also be viewed at www.hollywoodfringe.org/schedule. Adding
productions to a list of "favorites" is another helpful way to sort through the available options.
Festival-wide community discounts are available for all who purchase the Fringe Button. The
perks of the button include $1 off all show tickets, deals around town through our Hot Spot program,
and access to Fringe-run events, like the annual Opening and Closing Night Parties (more details
coming soon!). The button can be purchased for $5 online at www.hollywoodfringe.org/market.
We can’t wait to see you all in June!

2018 Hollywood Fringe Festival Dates
Key Dates for 2018:
May 31st-June 5th- Fringe Previews
June 6th- Fringe Opening Night Party
June 7th-24th- 9th Annual Hollywood Fringe Festival
June 24th- Fringe Award Ceremony & Closing Night Party
###
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