
FAMILY CHURCH

A gospel movement pursuing every person,
in every family and every neighborhood

with the love of God.
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We decided to call this two-year initiative Relentless Pursuit because it portrays 

a sense of urgency and forward motion. It conveys our commitment to build 

families by helping them discover and pursue God’s design. It communicates 

that we are highly motivated. We are enthusiastic. We are determined. We

will not stop. We will not quit. We will not give in. The stakes are too high.

The gospel is too powerful. The mission is too compelling.  

There are millions of people living all around us in daily brokenness, guilt, 

shame and condemnation. We have the solution. We know that Jesus offers us 

life the way God designed it to be. Relentless Pursuit conveys God’s heart for 

all of us. He pursues us, so we can pursue others. It is about joining God on His 

mission to reconcile a broken world to Himself. It is about being transformed by 

the gospel of Jesus and taking the gospel to the places we live, work and play.

Relentless Pursuit is as much about vision as it is about money. Our vision is to 

reach every person in every neighborhood with the gospel of Jesus. The best 

way to reach them is to have more neighborhood pastors, more neighborhood 

churches and more neighborhood buildings. As this vision becomes reality, God 

will use us to change our whole region and maybe even the world. We need 

new leaders, new churches, new buildings and we need you!

When you choose to give to Relentless Pursuit, you are pouring rocket fuel into 

a vision that is already in motion. I am asking every Family Church member and 

regular attendee to give faithfully, generously and sacrificially to this effort. 

No one person, one family or one church can reach South Florida on its own.

I believe God wants each of us to do our part. 

Can I count on you?

Jimmy Scroggins

Lead Pastor
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RELENTLESS PURSUIT

IS ABOUT THE GOSPEL,

SOUTH FLORIDA,  FAMILY 

CHURCH AND YOU!
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T H I S  I S  A
S TO RY  A B O U T
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Today only 4% of South Floridians are connected to a gospel-centered 
church. We are committed to a relentless pursuit of every person to
increase that number from 4% to 8% to 12% - a tipping point that can 
change South Florida and the world.

Our vision is to plant more neighborhood churches in neighborhood
buildings with neighborhood pastors who speak the neighborhood
language. The neighborhood church is the only place helping families 
discover and pursue God’s design. It is the place where we can gather 
together to strengthen one another and then scatter to be the church
out there in the places we live, work and play.

T H E  G O S P E L

S O U T H  F L O R I DA

FA M I LY  C H U R C H

In the gospel, God expresses His relentless pursuit of us. He loved us so 
much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to live a perfect life, be crucified on the 
cross for our sins and raised from the dead. When we repent and believe 
the story of the gospel, God begins to put broken hearts, broken lives and 
broken families back together again. He helps us recover and pursue His 
design. We become better spouses, parents, children, neighbors, friends, 
bosses and employees. The gospel changes us. It changes families and 
neighborhoods. The gospel changes everything. 

12% 
8% 
4%
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W E ’ R E  A  C H U R C H
O N  T H E  M O V E

W E ’ R E  A  C H U R C H

HOLA!
HELLO!

OLÀ!

1 CHURCH TO 
11 CHURCHES

1 NEIGHBORHOOD TO 
9 NEIGHBORHOODS

1 LANGUAGE TO
3 LANGUAGES

2 0 0 8

O N  T H E  M O V E
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OUR STRATEGY IS WORKING.

2 0 1 8

8000+
FIRST
CONNECTION

5000+
JOINED

2100+
BAPTIZED

“We are seeing more and more lives changed.
We are pulling people in, lifting people up and
bringing them home to be a part of God’s family.
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Here are a few stories of
lives changed by God

through Family Church.
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RAY AND 
CANDY
WATERS
We started attending Family 

Church with our son, Nick, 

who was in recovery at the 

time. We wanted to support 

him, but then we needed 

Family Church to support 

us. Nick – in a moment of 

weakness – relapsed and 

died of an overdose in June 

2018. Not knowing where 

to turn or what to do, Ray 

drove to Family Church 

where we were met with 

honest compassion and 

sincere understanding. 

After doing the memorial 

service, they encouraged us 

to attend GriefShare which 

helped us tremendously. 

We then decided to renew 

our commitment to Jesus 

by being baptized at the 

beach. The people here are 

all genuinely loving, but real, 

people. This kind of special 

atmosphere always starts 

from the top and permeates 

throughout. It’s the clearest 

message of the gospel we 

have ever seen. 

“It’s the clearest message of the 
gospel we have ever seen.
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THE
SINGH
FAMILY
If it wasn’t for Oscar and 

Claudia Cardona and their 

repeated invitations to Iglesia 

Familiar Greenacres, there is 

no telling where we would 

be today. We came to the 

Easter Egg Hunt and saw so 

many people we knew there. 

We saw the lady who works 

at the Publix where we shop. 

We say the guy who works at 

Auto Zone. We immediately 

felt at home. Pastor Dasilva 

called us out after several 

visits and we met with him

in his office. 

He shared the 3 Circles with 

us and we both repented and 

believed in Jesus. We were 

baptized on Christmas Day 

2016. God has transformed 

our hearts and minds. We’re 

not perfect, but now we

are rich in Christ. We are

excited to show people

what a church in a

neighborhood can be!

“We are excited
to show people
what a church in
a neighborhood 
can be!
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“I have a
purpose and 
I have peace 
thanks to
God and the 
people at
Family Church.

JESSICA
BOPP
Life has been a struggle for 

me since I was a little girl. I 

can’t remember a time when 

I didn’t feel alone, afraid and 

hopeless. Life just went from 

bad to worse. I kept making 

the same mistakes over 

and over again. I did turn 

to alcohol and eventually, 

it took a hold of me. I 

remember crying out to God 

and telling Him that if He 

would open one more door 

that I would walk through 

it. A door opened for me to 

come to Florida and not long 

after, a friend invited me to 

come to her Bible study at 

Family Church led by Kim 

Wells. One night at dinner, 

Kim showed me the 3 Circles 

and helped me see that God’s 

grace is big enough even for 

a sinner as bad as me. 

I publicly declared my faith 

in Him by getting baptized 

at one of the Leadership 

Rallies. Now I attend and 

serve at Family Church 

Downtown. I used to wake up 

every morning with a sense 

of impending doom - now I 

wake up with a clean slate. 

I have a purpose and I have 

peace thanks to God and the 

people at Family Church.
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In order to have more

neighborhood churches

in neighborhood buildings

with neighborhood

pastors speaking the

neighborhood language, 

WE NEED.. .

Training new leaders who are equipped to 
launch new churches customized to each 
neighborhood and people group. 
• Campus Pastors 
• Residency/Internships
• IT, HR & Finance Professionals
• Creative Team (Video/Web/Graphics) 
• Continuing Education & Training

NEW
LEADERS
$2M
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NEW
CHURCHES
$8M
Our goal is to plant 100 neighborhood 
churches bringing gospel-powered change
to families across South Florida.
• Westlake | $4M
• Boca | $4M

NEW BUILDINGS $9M
Each neighborhood church needs a neighborhood 
pastor in a neighborhood building that is positioned 
to reach the most people possible. 
• Jupiter Site Prep/Kids Space | $1.2M 
• West/Wellington Campus | $4.5M 
• Downtown Education Building | $1.5M 
• IF Downtown Leased Space | $.3M
• IT & Security Upgrades | $1.5M

ADDITIONAL PRIORITIES | $5M 
• Pay Down Existing Line of Credit 
• Mission Partnerships
• Upgrades to Existing Campuses 

• Investments in New Partnerships
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THIS IS
WHERE
YOU
COME IN...

God is in relentless pursuit of all people everywhere.

We are asking everyone at Family Church to pray,

engage and give in new ways during this season.

Relentless Pursuit is a two-year commitment to

one fund that will resource the following:

2019-2020 Operating Budget  $22M

2019-2020 Operating Reserves  $  1M

New Leaders/Churches/Buildings  $24M

Total Budget/Initiative   $47M

Sale of a portion of Village property ($10M)

Total one fund goal                             $37M               

The one fund commitment includes regular weekly giving, 

“above and beyond” giving for various ministries, year-end 

giving and giving to expand our reach. 

WHY ONE FUND?

 • We have multiple locations resourced by one budget.

 • It allows us to acclerate growth.

 • We can pursue opportunities as God brings them to us. 

2019/2020

O
N

E  F U N D  G OA
L

$37M

For more FAQs, visit relentlesspursuit.gofamilychurch.org. 



TWO-YEAR
GIFT CHART
As you pray and seek God’s direction for how you should give, use this gift

chart as a discipleship tool. Allow it to inspire and challenge you toward

greater generosity as we embark on this relentless pursuit together.
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Investment
Needed

2 Year
Gift Level

Annual
Gift of

Monthly 
Gift of

Gift Level
Total

1 $3,500,000 $3,500,000

$37,000,000Total income over 2 years: $23M | Expanded Goal: $14M

$10,000,000

$47,000,000

Property Sale

Total Budget & Growth

$1,750,000 $145,833

2 $2,000,000 $4,000,000$1,000,000 $83,333

2 $1,000,000 $2,000,000$500,000 $41,667

5 $750,000 $3,750,000$375,000 $31,250

5 $500,000 $2,500,000$250,000 $20,833

8 $250,000 $2,000,000$125,000 $10,416

20 $125,000 $2,500,000$62,500 $5,208

50 $75,000 $3,750,000$37,500 $3,125

75 $50,000 $3,750,000$25,000 $2,083

100 $25,000 $2,500,000$12,500 $1,041

225 $10,000 $2,250,000$5,000 $416

500 $5,000 $2,500,000$2,500 $208

600 $2,500 $1,500,000$1,250 $104

Many Under $2,500 $500,000

O
N

E  F U N D  G OA
L
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Identify where you are on the ladder and pray about taking 
a “step up” in your personal generosity journey. Each rung of 
the ladder represents growth in a lifestyle of generosity and 
sacrifice because “where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also” (Matthew 6:21).

GENEROSITY LADDER

POTENTIAL
I have not yet given 
to my church.

EMERGING
I give to my church 
occasionally.

CONSISTENT
I give faithfully & regularly
to my church.

TITHE
I give 10% of my income 
to my church.

EXTRAVAGANT
I give above & beyond
a tithe.
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MY/OUR GENEROSITY COMMITMENT
 
Generosity commitments will be made by filling out a commitment card and bringing it to 

church on March 3, 2019 for our ALL IN celebration.
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Generosity commitments can be made by filling out a commitment card

(available at all of our churches) or online at relentlesspursuit.gofamilychurch.org.

We will celebrate together on March 3, 2019.

Pledges can be revised by contacting our Finance Department at finance@gofamilychurch.org.
For questions about asset or planned giving, please contact Scott Crawford at

scrawford@gofamilychurch.org.
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ALL IN
CELEBRATION
MARCH 3, 2019 
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RELENTLESS
PURSUIT
DEVOTIONAL
A 5-week devotional to accompany our

sermon series on Nehemiah 1-6.
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SERMON NOTES
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It was REALLY hot – South 

Florida in the middle of 

summer hot. I sat outside 

at a café with my brother 

as sweat streamed, but I 

wasn’t thinking about the 

heat. I was captured by my 

brother’s brokenness over 

what was happening with a 

family member. The burden 

was evident in his eyes. 

The anguish he felt was not 

caused by himself, but by 

something he deeply cared 

about…his family. Similarly, 

Nehemiah’s narrative starts 

with a burden for his family. 

Before he jumps off the 

couch to pray, plan, and 

proceed to do what God 

calls him to do, he had to feel 

the pain. It was just another 

routine day like we all have, 

but don’t miss it. Like large 

doors, life-changing events 

often swing on small hinges. 

It was through a small 

conversation that a large 

calling came.

Nehemiah’s burden was for 

God’s people and God’s 

city. Jerusalem was not just 

disarmed, but now she was 

on her own. The city walls 

were destroyed, and the 

people were left vulnerable. 

When Nehemiah heard the 

news, he was 800 miles from 

the action, but that didn’t 

minimize his empathy. What 

are you burdened for? 

This can be a difficult 

question to answer, but 

let’s think about it this way. 

We know Nehemiah was 

burdened by the way he 

reacted. We saw his DESIRES 

by his DECISIONS. Let us, 

too, examine our actions so 

we can know what burdens 

our hearts. We can do that 

with two observations from 

Nehemiah. 

First observation: Nehemiah 

was so burdened that when 

he saw his brother he asked 

about it. Discussion exposed 

his desire. Our conversations 

and questions expose 

our deepest desires and 

burdens. Second observation: 

when Nehemiah was given 

INFORMATION, it led to 

TRANSFORMATION. It 

caused him to mourn, fast, 

pray, and do whatever it 

took. He took responsibility 

for what was happening. We 

live in a society that’s stuffed 

with information yet starved 

of transformation. Nehemiah 

was burdened so much that 

it changed the way he lived. 

How about you?

PROCESSING:

What kind of questions are you 

asking? What do your conver-

sations look like on a regular 

day? 

What do those questions and 

conversations tell you about 

your burdens and desires?

How do your desires and God’s 

desires compare?

PLANNING:

Are any of your conversations 

or actions not bringing God 

glory?

What do you need to do?

Whom do you need to tell?

IT STARTS WITH A BURDEN
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 1:1-4

THE POINT: What burdens you?

1 1
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Day one could have gone 

one of two ways. You 

either left feeling burdened 

for God’s Kingdom to be 

spread throughout the world 

or you left feeling lousy. 

Perhaps your burdens and 

desires don’t align very well 

with God’s. Maybe you’re 

entangled in our culture of 

consumerism where stuff 

sits on the throne of your 

heart. Maybe addiction still 

has a stranglehold on you. 

Whatever it is, you know in 

your heart that it needs to 

change. 

There’s the good news. God 

has given us a powerful tool 

– PRAYER! Nehemiah’s first 

step to taking responsibility 

for his burden was reliance 

on God through prayer. We 

shouldn’t start anywhere else. 

Nothing of eternal impact 

comes apart from prayer. We 

won’t get the results we are 

looking for if we try to storm 

the gates of hell with a water 

pistol. We MUST rely on 

God through prayer, and it’s 

amazing what happens when 

we begin to pray. Prayer is 

not only important for eternal 

impact outwardly; prayer 

impacts us inwardly. This is a 

great encouragement for us!

Yesterday we said 

information that leads to 

transformation shows what 

your heart truly desires. Let 

me add to that. Information 

will lead to stagnation apart 

from prayer. Maybe that’s 

too many ‘ations for you so 

let me put it this way: the 

knowledge you have will 

remain abstract unless you 

commune with God in prayer. 

Prayer is paramount to the 

transformation process. If we 

want our burden to be God’s 

people and God’s Kingdom 

for God’s glory, we need 

to speak to God himself. In 

order for my wife and me 

to be on the same page, we 

have to use things called 

words in a place called time. 

We have to communicate. 

I learned quickly in my 

marriage that it just doesn’t 

work out well when we don’t 

communicate. What makes 

us think our relationship with 

God is any different? 

NOW WHAT?
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 1:4 Additional reading: Ephesians 6:18-20

THE POINT: The power of prayer.

PROCESSING:

Read Nehemiah 1. When did 

Nehemiah pray?

How important do you think 

prayer is? Why?

Does the answer above

correlate with your prayer life? 

Why or why not?

PLANNING:

When do you pray? If you don’t 

have a time, could you section 

off 5 to 10 minutes a day?

What is one BIG thing you 

could begin to ask God to do in 

South Florida?

1 2
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1 3

Nehemiah not only prays 

about his burden, but also 

about who His God is.

We see this all throughout 

Scripture! My fear is we miss 

it far too often. We pray 

to God like he’s a cosmic 

gumball machine, and we’re 

hoping we get the right 

color. We offer up requests 

and we offer up our burdens, 

but we don’t offer up our 

perspective. Don’t get me 

wrong. God WANTS to hear 

our requests. God WANTS to 

know our burdens. But God 

also WANTS us to align our 

hearts with the truth of who 

He is. He designed for us to 

do that through prayer. 

Why is praying TO God, 

ABOUT God so important? 

Doesn’t he know who He 

is? Of course He does! We 

adore God through prayer 

for His glory and our benefit 

— in that order. God gets 

the glory when we praise 

his name in the courtyard or 

in the closet. Then to make 

the deal sweeter, our hearts 

and minds become set on 

God, who is FAR bigger, 

FAR wiser, and FAR stronger 

than any of our burdens. Our 

perspective gets put in its 

proper place.

In his book You Can Change, 

Tim Chester identified four 

life-giving truths about God:

- God is great – so we don’t  

   have to be in control.

- God is glorious – so we   

   don’t have to fear others.

- God is good – so we don’t 

   have to look elsewhere.

- God is gracious – so we 

   don’t have to prove   

   ourselves

Setting our hearts and minds 

on who God is changes the 

way we live. Planting 100 

neighborhood churches is a 

HUGE task but not compared 

to God’s greatness. Sharing 

the gospel in an everyday 

conversation could lead to 

rejection, but who wins? Is 

it about your glory or God’s 

glory? I think the answer 

is obvious. When we set 

our eyes on God’s glory 

and not our own, the fear 

of man slowly becomes 

blurrier. Rebuilding the wall 

of Jerusalem was a tall task 

for Nehemiah. It could take 

years. But God helped him 

get it done in 52 days.

THE RIGHT VIEW OF GOD 
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 1:5 Additional reading: Matthew 5:9-12. Psalm 35

THE POINT: A high view of God

PROCESSING:

What characteristics of God did 

Nehemiah turn to in his prayer?

How do you think he aligned his 

heart to meet God’s calling?

Take time to pray and just 

adore God for who He is. He is 

great; He is glorious; He is good; 

and He is gracious.

PLANNING:

What are some truths about 

God that you need to pray this 

week?

Is there a tangible step that you 

need to take to help you fix 

your perspective?

Who can you tell?
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1 4

We not only need the right 

view of God; we need the 

right view of ourselves. I 

think it’s safe to say that 

having the right view of 

these two things can be 

a struggle. One major 

reason we struggle is that 

we have placed ourselves 

too high so we can’t reach 

low enough to lift up the 

Lord. Nehemiah labeled 

himself as God’s “servant.” 

This was why he was able 

to have such empathy and 

compassion for God’s people 

and God’s city. He took 

RESPONSIBILITY for God’s 

people, but his RELIANCE 

was not in himself. It wasn’t 

about him; it was about the 

One he was serving. Our 

culture tells us if we work 

harder and get smarter, then 

we’ll get what we want. It’s 

all based on us. When this is 

our perspective, where does 

God’s compassion toward 

us come in? The answer is 

simple— it doesn’t. 

If you think your kids are 

godly because you’re an 

amazing parent and not 

because of God’s grace, then 

it’s going to be hard to show 

compassion toward those 

who have a drifting child. 

If you think you’re financially 

wealthy because of your 

hard work and not because 

God has been gracious to 

you, then it’s going to be 

hard to have compassion for 

someone living in poverty. 

The more you are the author 

and perfecter of the things 

around you, the more it 

becomes about you and not 

the God of all things.

This is how we are naturally 

bent. We want to be the 

masters of our fate and the 

captains of our soul. But 

unfortunately, that’s not 

how it works. In fact, God 

has given us everything we 

have! This is who we joyfully 

serve. We don’t own our 

possessions. We don’t own 

our bank accounts. They are 

all given by Him, for Him, and 

because of Him. He gives us 

a role for His glory and our 

benefit. Today, let’s reflect 

on who we are and have the 

right view of ourselves.

THE RIGHT VIEW OF US
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 1:5

THE POINT: A lower view of us

PROCESSING:

What do your actions tell you 

about your view of yourself?

What do your thoughts tell you 

about your view of yourself?

What do your prayers tell you 

about your view of yourself?

PLANNING:

What are some truths about 

yourself that you need to pray 

about this week?

Is there a tangible step that

you need to take to fix your 

perspective?

Whom do you need to tell?
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1 5

This world is full of 

“mistakes.” We chalk up 

every bad decision or 

problem to a mistake. It 

was a mistake that I didn’t 

put gas in the car. It was a 

mistake that I ate Taco Bell. 

It was a mistake that I lied 

to my spouse about what 

I was doing. They were all 

mistakes, and our lives are 

filled with them. I think we 

are far more comfortable 

with the word “mistake” than 

we are with the word “sin” 

because it’s a threatening 

word. Sin insinuates that we 

deserve a punishment, and 

we don’t like that. 

Nehemiah used some strong 

language we tend to run 

from in his prayer. Phrases 

like “We have acted very 

wickedly toward you,” and 

“We have not obeyed the 

commands” (Neh. 1:6-7, NIV). 

He didn’t chalk it all up to a 

mistake. He called sin, sin. He 

repented for the sins of God’s 

people and for his own sins. It 

wasn’t all his fault, but it was 

his responsibility.

We are people with far 

bigger problems in our hearts 

and actions than we can even 

see. Sin is a real issue in all 

of us. The truth is that we do 

deserve the punishment, but 

God does not leave us there. 

He sent his perfect Son 

to pay a penalty that we 

rightfully deserved. He bore 

the weight we couldn’t carry! 

On his Desiring God blog, 

John Piper put it this way, 

“You are more sinful than you 

ever thought you were, AND 

you are more loved than you 

ever dreamed you could be.” 

This isn’t an excuse to look 

past our sin and never deal 

with it, but it gives us the 

freedom to look at the depth 

of our sin and be reminded 

of the grace that paid for it. 

Sin seeks to kill us, but Jesus 

brings us life. 

A CALL TO REPENTANCE
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 1:6-10

THE POINT: It’s not a mistake.

PROCESSING:

How much did Nehemiah hate 

sin? What shows you that?

What is the difference between 

a mistake and a sin? 

What is God calling you to do 

where you live, work, and play?

Is there anything holding you 

back? Is it sin?

PLANNING:

From what do you need to run? 

To whom do you need to run?
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1 6

I paid $12 to sit in a dark 

room. Twelve dollars! The 

movie was dreadful. I’d rather 

watch two hours of cat 

videos! I left that theater and 

told my friend, “That acting 

was terrible!” But it made 

me realize something. Here 

we were paying $12 to sit in 

a dark room to watch THEM, 

some of the best actors in 

the world. If I was that actor, 

that movie wouldn’t even hit 

the big screen. Mine would 

go straight to DVD…in 2018. 

You see, it’s far easier to be 

the spectator than it is to be 

the actor. Being a viewer is 

easy, but being the viewed? 

Not so much. 

My fear is too many of us 

have become spectators 

watching the Kingdom of 

God like it’s a war movie 

instead of soldiers actually 

in one. Nehemiah didn’t 

see it that way. He went 

to war to bring God glory 

through rebuilding the wall 

of Jerusalem, but he didn’t 

know his orders quite yet. So 

what did he do? He prayed 

and fasted. It was through 

the seeds of prayer and 

fasting that actions were 

birthed. We tend to look at 

prayer as a passive action 

rather than an active passion. 

What that does to us is 

dangerous. 

We may pray for God to do 

something, but our prayers 

might be cries for highways 

to gospel movement in the 

future rather than doorways 

into gospel movement right 

in front of you. Don’t miss 

what God wants to do!

Prayer can work like hands 

in the clay of our burdens, 

shaping them into something 

tangible and beautiful. In 

their God-given shape, our 

burdens gain the capacity 

to hold soil for things to 

grow. Nehemiah had a great 

burden for God’s people 

and God’s city for God’s 

glory, but he needed God’s 

guidance. We need that same 

guidance. Our prayers help 

shape our actions, but please 

understand that this is not a 

passive thing! Prayer leads us 

to action. It calls us to move. 

When we commune with a 

God so holy, so powerful,

and so loving, we can’t 

remain spectators.

A CALL TO ACTION
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 1:11

THE POINT: Prayer leads to action.

PROCESSING:

How do we see Nehemiah’s 

prayer leading him to action?

Is there any place in your

life where you’ve been a

“spectator”? What is it?

PLANNING:

What is something you can do 

to move from being a spectator 

to becoming an initiator?

Whom have you given

permission to follow up

with you about it?
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When we read the Bible, we 

tend to look at the people 

as extraordinary. We look 

at Nehemiah like we look at 

Michael Jordan in basketball, 

Steve Jobs in business, or 

Beethoven in music. We see 

them as people that we can’t 

compare to or live up to - 

people who are talked about 

years after their career. When 

we look at Nehemiah this 

way, it can be really harmful 

to us in two different ways. 

For one, we read about him 

and say, “He is that type of 

person…not like me.” With 

that frame of mind, we hinder 

ourselves. The second harm 

is that the Bible becomes a 

drain on us. We start exalting 

the work of man while 

diminishing the work of God. 

The Bible is full of sinners 

- people who resemble 

the hyper guy in the back 

row of the arena far more 

than they resemble Michael 

Jordan. And Nehemiah surely 

wasn’t perfect, BUT God still 

decided to use him.

At the end of chapter one, 

he finally plays his cards 

and tells us that he was a 

cupbearer to the king. He 

was the king’s right-hand 

man, trusted to test the 

king’s food and drink to make 

sure they weren’t poisoned. 

This was a good job and 

probably a nice quaint place 

to work — unless the wine 

was poisoned. But Nehemiah 

doesn’t tell us his position to 

tell us his identity. He tells us 

his POSITION to tell us his 

MISSION.

God gave Nehemiah a 

burden and a position to 

do what God wanted him 

to do. God also gave you 

a burden and a position to 

do what God wants you to 

do. You are not in South 

Florida by chance. You are 

not at your job or school by 

chance. God has strategically 

placed YOU where HE wants 

you. You don’t have to 

be extraordinary; you just 

have to be available. You 

don’t have to start big and 

extravagantly; you can just 

take one step. 

IT ENDS WITH A JOB
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 1:11

THE POINT: God has you where He wants you.

PROCESSING:

What’s your perspective on 

where God has you (South 

Florida, school, work, etc.)?

If you were to tell that

perspective to God, how do 

you think He would respond?

Why do you think He wants 

you where He has you?

PLANNING:

What’s one way you help the 

people in your job or school?

What is your next step?
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When I was eight years old, 

I watched a play called “The 

Snow Queen,” and it gave 

me nightmares for months. 

The story is about a mean 

queen who shoots a bunch 

of glass into kids’ eyes and 

makes them see only the 

bad in everyone. (This is an 

extreme overgeneralization.) 

It was terrifying. I do not 

recommend this play to any 

eight-year-old “scaredy-cats” 

like me.

I used to be afraid of 

everything, but I knew that 

one day I would grow out 

of it. Even an eight-year-old 

knows that when you’re a 

dad you don’t get scared 

anymore. Or so I thought. I 

became a dad and realized 

that although I’m no longer 

afraid of the dark or the 

snow queen, there are other 

fears that still haunt me. Fear 

doesn’t dissipate the older 

you get; it only disguises 

itself in different ways. Fear 

loves to haunt us and veil our 

view of what God wants to 

do through us. But we don’t 

have to let fear cloud our 

focus or stop our forward 

motion. 

When Nehemiah was before 

the king getting ready to do 

what the Lord was calling 

him to do, he was terrified —

even more than I was of the 

Snow Queen. 

It was against the Persian 

law for a servant ever to 

show sadness in the king’s 

presence. He could’ve been 

thrown in jail, fired from 

his job, or even murdered 

depending on the king’s 

mood. He had many reasons 

to be scared about what 

was about to unravel. So, 

did that stop him? Seriously, 

think about it for a second. 

Nehemiah is TELLING US 

HE WAS TERRIFIED! He 

wants us to know so he can 

show us what we are to do 

in uncomfortable or fearful 

situations. We have to press 

through the fear like he did. 

I’ve heard it put this way: 

courage isn’t the absence of 

fear, but the decision that 

what we want is greater than 

that of which we are afraid. 

Nehemiah wanted God’s will 

more than he wanted his own 

well-being. 

A LEADER THAT’S SCARED
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 2:1-2

THE POINT: What is fear doing to you?

PROCESSING:

Which of your thoughts

continually give you anxiety

or fear?

What do you think helped

Nehemiah face his fear?

What thoughts have held you 

back from what God wants you 

to do?

PLANNING:

What truths can you pray to 

combat fearful thoughts?

What do you need to do?

Whom do you need to tell?
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Today’s devotional is a 

one-off. It’s really easy to 

skip over the first part of 

Nehemiah 2:3 because so 

many interesting things 

are going on in the text. 

Instead, let’s take some time 

to contemplate the way 

Nehemiah approached the 

king. Here is the bottom line: 

respect authority because 

God grants authority. 

 

In Nehemiah’s prayer, he 

spoke of God as the “the 

God of heaven” while calling 

his king “this man.” This 

shows us whom he respects 

more. You might think 

Nehemiah then walks into 

the king’s presence, thinking 

of himself as all holier than 

thou. Yet that’s not the case. 

Nehemiah says, “Let the king 

live forever!” and then goes 

on to speak of his burdens. 

Don’t miss it. Nehemiah 

isn’t some perfect person 

or professional Christian. He 

isn’t just trying to get what 

he wants. He is telling the 

king that he’s on his side. 

He respects him and serves 

under him. Just because 

Nehemiah respects and 

honors the Lord far more 

than his king doesn’t mean 

he treats him differently. In 

fact, it is because he respects 

and honors the Lord that he 

treats the king with dignity 

and respect.

Who do you think has 

allowed him to serve as king?

We are far too quick to sit in 

judgment over who deserves 

respect that we fail to realize 

that we are merely children 

sitting in the true judge’s lap. 

Let God do His part while 

we gracefully and lovingly 

serve the ones whom God 

has placed over us as leaders. 

This is freeing because we 

serve a God who doesn’t 

rule us with an unfeeling fist 

but like an understanding 

father. We aren’t bound by 

our leaders here on earth. We 

have a Father who leads us 

so well that we can free our 

leaders of the responsibility 

to meet our needs. Take a 

moment to submit to the 

authority of God Almighty 

and thank Him for the leaders 

He has sovereignly placed 

over you.

A LEADER THAT’S RESPECTFUL
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 2:3. Additional reading Romans 13

THE POINT: Respect God’s authority.

PROCESSING:

What do you think about the 

people you serve under?

Are the ways you treat them 

based on what you think they 

deserve or based on how God 

has called you to treat them?

How does Nehemiah give us 

encouragement in this?

PLANNING:

In what ways do you need to 

grow in respect?

What is something tangible you 

could do for one of your leaders 

this week?
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I once thought my wife and 

I were pretty similar. Now? I 

keep finding more and more 

ways we are different. One 

of the main differences is 

that I’m a Type A personality. 

This means I like to have 

my entire life organized 

in certain ways. When 

everything is in order, I’m 

all set. My wife, on the other 

hand, is a Type B personality. 

This means what I do just 

stresses her out. She’s far less 

neurotic than I am and much 

more “free spirited.” 

In Nehemiah, we see two 

different ways he operated 

in his prayer life. In Nehemiah 

1, he has detailed, long, and 

organized times of prayer 

and fasting. We learn from 

the beginning of Nehemiah 

2 that he did this for four 

months! But in verse 4, we 

see him use a rapid-fire 

prayer, a prayer that’s on 

the fly in the moment or a 

“free spirited” prayer. Which 

of these types of prayers do 

you employ most?

Some consistently set aside 

15 minutes in the morning to 

pray. They pray for patience 

with coworker Kathy every 

day because God knows 

she’s going to break the 

printer again. But then when 

they get to work and she 

breaks the printer, they don’t 

think to respond with prayer. 

Come on, Kathy! Some don’t 

set aside time for regular 

prayer. They pray on the fly 

instead. These are the people 

who wake up 20 minutes 

before they have to get to 

work, and as they are running 

in the door, there goes Kathy 

again! Come on, Kathy! But 

hey, after a small meltdown 

they remember they need to 

bring that before the Lord so 

they throw up a quick prayer. 

Then others just stink at both 

kinds of prayer so they don’t 

like Kathy very much.

The truth is we need both 

kinds of prayer. This truth 

is simple – and I know you 

already know it – we’ve got 

to take prayer seriously. 

Prayer is where God’s 

power and human initiative 

collide. Nothing of eternal 

significance comes apart 

from prayer.

A LEADER THAT’S RELIANT
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 2:4-5

THE POINT: Two ways to pray

PROCESSING:

Why do you think Nehemiah 

needed to pray again in the 

midst of this conversation?

Which type of prayer do you 

need to add to your daily

routine?

PLANNING:

What could be your daily 

rhythm for a determined prayer 

time? 

Who or what can you pray for? 

List a few specific situations 

and people.

Who can keep you

accountable?
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Space Jam might be the best 

movie ever made. Rotten 

Tomatoes may disagree, 

but what do they know? I 

mean come on! You put the 

Loony Toons with the best 

basketball player ever and 

some giant space monster, 

and you’ve got an instant 

classic. Then to add icing to 

the cake, you’ve got songs 

like “I Believe I Can Fly” and 

“Are You Ready for This?” 

Needless to say, Michael 

Jordan and the Loony Toons 

were ready for it…and so was 

Nehemiah. 

When Nehemiah was on the 

spot with the king, he was 

ready to request everything 

he needed. He hadn’t just 

been praying for God’s help 

(although he was), he was 

also planning what would lie 

ahead. He knew he needed 

these letters to resist the 

opposition on his journey. 

He even went so far as to 

learn the name of the person 

who owned the forest near 

Jerusalem so he had the 

materials to build the wall! 

Sometimes we like to 

think the Christian faith is 

“organic,” which means we 

fly by the seat of our pants 

(and sometimes label that 

the Holy Spirit). 

But what I find funny about 

this way of thinking is that 

the natural order of growth 

requires detailed structure 

and planning! Have you 

ever studied the process of 

a growing tree and all that 

takes place? It’s a “natural” 

process, but a very detailed 

and specific process. So what 

Nehemiah is doing is very 

natural. He’s doing what the 

Spirit led him to do, but he 

gets in the game through 

planning, acting, and leading. 

We need to be ready for 

what God calls us to do. Is 

God calling you to share 

the gospel with someone? 

Why not make a plan? 

Is God calling you to get 

more plugged in at church? 

Why not make a plan? 

Prayer and planning can be 

simultaneous. They don’t rival 

one another; they work side 

by side.

A LEADER THAT’S READY
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 2:6-10

THE POINT: The importance of making a plan 

PROCESSING:

On a scale of 1 to 10, how

intentional are you in living for 

God’s Kingdom? Why?

Where do you want to be?

PLANNING:

How might you incorporate 

more planning into your

prayer life?

In what areas do you need

to begin to plan or act?

Whom do you need to tell?
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The word “scrappy” is one 

of my favorite words. When 

I played basketball, being 

scrappy meant you were 

more determined, did the 

little things well, and hustled 

more — regardless of your 

talent. Honestly the word 

scrappy basically meant, 

“Hey, that guy isn’t that 

great at basketball, but he 

works hard and offers a lot 

to the game.” I like to think 

of that as a compliment. 

Nehemiah was scrappy. He 

didn’t do things that normal 

people can’t do. He wasn’t 

an all-star. He was just more 

determined. He did the little 

things and hustled more 

regardless of his abilities. 

In Nehemiah 2:11-16, we see 

that before Nehemiah went 

to the PEOPLE in Jerusalem 

he went to the PROBLEM. 

Before he declared the plan, 

he discovered the details.

Talent isn’t enough to get 

you by. God has gifted each 

of you exactly how He wants, 

and now it’s our part to 

become scrappy. Nehemiah 

didn’t just get to Jerusalem 

and start telling everyone 

he was going to rebuild the 

wall. Don’t get me wrong. His 

charisma and passion were 

great, but it’s in the details 

like this that we see where 

his leadership was made. 

When God calls you to 

something, maybe instead of 

declaring it to everyone, you 

should get on your knees in 

prayer. Then, begin to hustle 

before you begin to speak. 

If God is calling you to reach 

your neighbors, spend some 

time hustling on their behalf. 

Get to know their problems. 

Is there a pain in their life 

for which you can provide 

hope, healing, or a helping 

hand? If God is calling you 

to give more financially to 

the Kingdom, start hustling! 

Determine where you can 

stop spending in order 

to advance the Kingdom. 

Where can you sacrifice in 

order to spread the gospel? 

The church ought to have 

the scrappiest players in 

the game of life. We’ve got 

nothing to lose and a lot 

to play for. Now, enough 

chatting; let’s starting 

planning.

A LEADER THAT’S SCRAPPY
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 2:11-16

THE POINT: A leader always does whatever it takes.

PROCESSING:

How can you be more

“scrappy” for the cause

of Christ?

PLANNING:

Write down what God is

calling you to do. Then take five 

minutes to plan. Here are some 

possible questions to help you 

get started

What are the problems in the area to 
which God is calling you?

What is the hope, healing, or helping 
hand they need?

What are some specific and tangible 
action steps you can do?

What can you sacrifice to make it 
happen?

Who are you going to bring along?
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My wife was one of the first 

girls I met in college. I didn’t 

fall for her immediately, but 

over time and as we hung 

out in our community, I 

really began to like her. Then 

in our second semester of 

college, I stalked her class 

schedule and switched into 

her communications course! 

She had no idea I was doing 

that. Creepy? Hey, it worked. 

She noticed me. And we’re 

married now so it doesn’t 

matter. But there was one 

thing I didn’t quite plan for 

once I got her attention. I had 

to actually speak in front of 

her. I was a terrified 18-year-

old trying to communicate 

impressively.

When you saw today’s title, 

you probably thought, “Oh 

great, a lesson on how we 

all need to speak, preach, or 

teach.” This is only half true 

because I have a different 

angle. Nehemiah told the 

people the trouble they were 

in because of the broken city 

walls. God’s name was at 

stake in Jerusalem. And while 

God’s name is not at stake in 

a city wall today, it is at stake 

in the lives of His people. 

You may be wondering how 

you’re going to do what God 

is calling you to because your 

walls are broken down and 

your life is a wreck. 

Maybe you don’t know how 

to build others up when you 

are broken. What you need 

to hear today is that you are 

not Nehemiah, Jesus is. Jesus 

is a greater Nehemiah who 

speaks up on your behalf and 

rebuilds your walls.

You won’t advance his 

Kingdom by your own 

strength or talent. Your 

job is simply to tell others, 

“My life was once a wreck, 

but then I met Jesus and 

He’s been the answer to 

my problems ever since.” 

As God’s ambassadors, our 

identity is wrapped up in 

our calling to declare His 

goodness to others. This 

isn’t a communications class 

speech where you have to 

have it all together. This is 

a conversation about a real 

God who wants to save us 

and build us up.

A LEADER THAT SPEAKS
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 2:17-18

THE POINT: Speak up!

PROCESSING:

Do you feel qualified to share 

the gospel? Why or why not?

How is Jesus a greater

Nehemiah?

How does that encourage you?

PLANNING:

What walls are broken down

in your heart? 

Write down how the gospel 

gives you hope today.
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Let me start this devotional 

with some heresy (now 

I’ve your attention). Some 

believe that God’s will 

always involves financial 

and physical well-being. This 

means that positive speech, 

faith, and tithing will increase 

one’s material wealth. This 

is the “prosperity gospel,” 

and its plaguing American 

Christianity. Some of their 

practices are great! Positive 

speech, faith, and tithing are 

great things, but the motive 

behind them are what’s 

important. The prosperity 

gospel replaces Jesus with 

ourselves. It makes Jesus 

our butler not our king. It’s 

just not true. Just look at the 

disciples! Their lives ended 

badly. I mean really badly. 

Google it.

Repeatedly throughout the 

Book of Nehemiah (along 

with Acts and elsewhere 

in Scripture), we see that 

in the midst of flourishing, 

opposition always comes. As 

God’s Kingdom advances, 

the fleshly kingdom comes 

fighting. But there is 

encouragement in the midst 

of the discouragement. 

Through opposition, God’s 

Kingdom advances. God 

always gets glory through 

the opposition, hardship, and 

weaknesses of the Christian 

church. 

You can look at this in two 

ways. One, you could find 

God to be selfish, harsh, 

and unloving. Why would 

a good God let bad things 

happen? Why wouldn’t God 

want me to have a great 

and prosperous life here 

on earth? Or you could see 

God as good, loving, and 

using these things to point 

us to something greater 

than earthly treasures —

Himself. There are people 

with everything who are still 

empty. Conversely, there 

are people with no worldly 

possessions who are full of 

joy. Why? Because they’ve 

found a drink that will make 

them never thirst again. 

It’s because they’ve found 

the way, the truth, and the 

life. When you find Jesus, 

you find contentment and 

happiness that go far beyond 

material wealth or earthly 

pleasure. Jesus is greater. 

It’s in this truth that we can 

withstand the opposition that 

is going to come our way.

A LEADER THAT CAN TAKE A PUNCH
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 2:19-20

THE POINT: Opposition is going to come

PROCESSING:

What opposition are you facing 

right now?

How might this opposition 

bring you closer to Him? 

Is it hurting or helping you 

advance the Kingdom of God? 

Why?

PLANNING:

What is God telling you to do 

right now?

What steps do you need to 

take to do what He has asked?

Whom do you need to tell?
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Andrew Carnegie said, 

“Teamwork is the ability 

to work together toward 

a common vision. The 

ability to direct individual 

accomplishments toward 

organizational objectives. 

It is the fuel that allows 

common people to attain 

uncommon results.” This 

statement embodies what we 

see occurring in Nehemiah 3 

— people coming together to 

accomplish something great.

When Nehemiah arrived in 

Jerusalem, he surveyed the 

damage and noted what 

materials were needed. He 

knew the task was immense, 

but he refused to allow 

the immensity of the task 

to taper back his vision. 

Nehemiah was resolved to 

build the walls, and he knew 

God’s hand was on him. He 

also knew he could not do it 

alone so he got other people 

involved. This should remind 

us that the impossible cannot 

be accomplished alone. In 

fact, Nehemiah mentions 

38 individual workers and 

42 groups of people in this 

chapter, but surely there 

were many more that went 

unnamed. At least 36 times 

in this chapter, these workers 

and groups are mentioned 

working together to rebuild 

Jerusalem’s walls and gates. 

This is teamwork at its finest!

Consider the diversity 

of these people. It is not 

easy to unite so many 

different kinds of people. 

Nehemiah provided the 

vision, motivation, and 

direction to make it 

happen. These diverse and 

broken people responded 

and worked together to 

achieve something that was 

not just uncommon, but 

extraordinary.

God is calling Family Church 

to an extraordinary work. 

He is calling us to reach our 

neighbors, neighborhoods, 

and cities with the gospel. 

This is not a solo mission. 

It’s a mission that requires 

vision, motivation, direction, 

and teamwork. The faithful 

obedience of believers is 

guaranteed to succeed 

because God uses that 

faithful obedience to produce 

divine results (1 Cor. 3:6). 

History proves that when 

God’s people come together 

for His divine purpose, they 

are unstoppable. Let’s come 

together to be a part of 

something extraordinary in 

our generation.

TEAMWORK
THE PASSAGE: Introduction to Nehemiah 3

THE POINT: We are better together.

PROCESSING:

What are the greatest rewards 

of teamwork?

What makes teamwork

difficult?

How did Nehemiah get these 

people to work together?

PLANNING:

Do you work well with others? 

If not, in what ways can you 

change?

What correlations do you see 

between Nehemiah 3 and our 

mission to reach South Florida?

How can you partner with 

Family Church to reach South 

Florida for Jesus?
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Eliashib and his brothers 

were responding to 

Nehemiah’s exhortation to 

“Come, let us rebuild the wall 

of Jerusalem…” (Neh. 2:17). 

They put their backs and 

hands to work, fully trusting 

in the success God alone 

would give them (Neh. 2:20). 

The rebuilding of Jerusalem’s 

wall surrounding the temple 

is described in Nehemiah 3 

as beginning with Eliashib 

and his fellow priests at the 

sheep gate. Eliashib, whose 

name means “God restores,” 

personally took responsibility 

for repairing the sheep 

gate where the sacrificial 

animals would enter and be 

inspected. 

High priest Eliashib was 

tasked with making the final 

examination of the lambs. It 

was through this sheep gate 

that the lambs without defect 

would pass. It was here 

that they would meet the 

standard of perfection before 

being slain as sin offerings 

to make atonement for the 

guilty. There were 10 restored 

gates surrounding Jerusalem; 

however, the sheep gate was 

the only one that is recorded 

as being “consecrated” or

set apart. 

The sheep gate was the 

passageway into the city 

and eventually to the temple 

where the innocent would 

pay the penalty for the guilty. 

There is only one entrance 

through which the guilty can 

enter into a relationship with 

God — only one consecrated 

“narrow gate” that offers 

life, peace, and forgiveness. 

Jesus, the “Lamb of God that 

takes away the sin of the 

world” (John 1:29) is both our 

sacrificial lamb and our high 

priest (1 Pet. 1:19; Heb. 4:14).

We must have a mediator; 

an intercessor, one by whom 

our peace with God can be 

secured. We also require an 

eternal and permanent sin 

offering to be made on our 

behalf. “For by one offering 

he has perfected forever 

those who are sanctified” 

(Heb. 10:14). Jesus Christ 

made a way for us to boldly 

approach the throne of 

grace. Have you accepted His 

offering on your behalf,

a gift that cannot be received 

through achievement or 

endeavor? He is the gate

to a restored and 

consecrated life.

GOD’S RESTORATION
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 3:1

THE POINT: God provides a way of restoration.

PROCESSING:

What is significant about 

Eliashib’s involvement?

How do you think observing 

their spiritual leaders impacted 

the Israelites?

PLANNING:

How can you join God’s people 

in bringing restoration to your 

city?

Where might God be calling 

you in His kingdom building 

plan?

With whom can you share 

God’s story of restoration?
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We discover this simple 

account in Nehemiah 

3 that highlights the 

pains Nehemiah took to 

describe each part of the 

wall’s reconstruction. The 

description is repeated five 

times within the chapter and 

reminds us that God never 

misses a single detail of our 

lives. 

The specific accounting of 

the “laying of beams, setting 

of doors, bolts, and bars” is 

so detailed and measured 

that we might wonder 

about its significance. How 

can a God who created 

the vast universe also be 

concerned about something 

as seemingly insignificant as 

bolts and bars? Why would 

Nehemiah document both 

the names of the men who 

completed this work and the 

unique task to which they put 

their hand?

Even now, God is in the 

business of rebuilding lives 

and restoring communities. 

His plans are just as specific 

and detailed. They include 

each one of us by name. He 

gifts each person specifically 

to the task at hand. No 

assignment is too small, and 

no portion of ground can be 

left in ruins.

We are called to take 

His gospel to our own 

“Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end 

of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

The psalmist praised God in 

Psalm 104:3 saying, “He lays 

the beams of his chambers 

on the waters…” And in Psalm 

147:13, we are reminded that 

“He strengthens the bars 

of your gates.” Nehemiah 

directed the people to do 

the work, but the wisdom 

and grace they needed came 

from God alone. Rebuilding 

the wall would fortify the city 

for the Israelites and serve as 

a spiritual metaphor for us. 

Our spiritual stability and 

protection is walled and 

gated in by Jesus Christ. 

He restores our lives and 

transforms our hearts so that 

we experience security as we 

join His Kingdom-building 

here and now.

A GOD OF DETAIL
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 3:3

THE POINT: God cares about every detail of our lives.

PROCESSING:

What attribute of God’s

character does Nehemiah’s

attention to detail bring to 

mind?

Why is it important for us to 

have an orderly and repetitive 

record of God’s work?

What kept the Israelites

encouraged and motivated?

PLANNING:

What small detail of grace has 

God used in your life to remind 

you of His love?

Has God ever highlighted an 

insignificant accomplishment in 

your life for His glory?

What area of spiritual instability 

can Jesus restore in you today?
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Tekoa was south of 

Jerusalem. In Nehemiah 3:5 

and 3:27, we read how the 

common Tekoans repair 

two sections of the wall. 

What stands out is the fact 

that Tekoa did not receive 

protection from the walls 

they helped rebuild. They 

were Israelites who wanted 

to see Jerusalem protected 

again. While the commoners 

of Tekoa were doing the 

back-breaking work of 

repairing the wall, the Tekoite 

nobility refused to help. 

The Bible does not give 

explicit reasons why the 

nobility refused to help. 

Perhaps they disliked 

Nehemiah’s leadership style 

or thought the work was a 

fool’s errand. Maybe they 

were lazy. All the Bible says 

is they “would not stoop 

to serve their Lord.” The 

language here suggests 

they were disobeying God 

by refusing to submit to 

Nehemiah’s leadership. 

Obeying Nehemiah was equal 

to obeying God because 

God chose Nehemiah to 

lead this work. Obedience to 

Nehemiah was obedience to 

God.

The issue is not whether the 

nobility liked or agreed with 

Nehemiah. The issue was 

their position before God. 

Hebrews 13:17 says, “Obey 

your leaders and submit to 

them, for they are keeping 

watch over your souls...” God 

provided a leader whom they 

refused to follow. Consider 

the many people involved 

in the rebuilding effort. 

There was likely at least one 

brash Israelite who thought 

he could do better yet still 

submitted to Nehemiah’s 

leadership. Obedience to 

God is always a challenge 

for believers. We like to do 

things our way. The Bible 

is clear however that God 

works through leaders 

whom He chooses. When 

God-appointed leaders are 

providing biblical direction, 

we obey Him by submitting 

to their leadership. Psalm 

133:1 says, “Behold, how 

good and pleasant it is when 

brothers dwell in unity!” We 

can choose to humbly submit 

to God by humbly following 

the leaders He has appointed 

to direct the work to which 

He has called us.

THE TALE OF TWO TEKOITES
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 3:5, 27

THE POINT: The motivation to work is obedience.

PROCESSING:

Why does Nehemiah mention 

the nobles’ refusal to work?

How do you think the Tekoites 

responded to their nobles’

refusal to work?

What motivated the Tekoites 

to rebuild walls for which they 

received no protection?

PLANNING:

Is following church leadership 

ever a problem for you? Why or 

why not?

How can you show support for 

those God has appointed to 

lead you?
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The 18th century hymnist, 

William Cowper, said 

“Variety’s the spice of life, 

that gives it all its flavor.” 

Diversity brings different 

cultures together. You often 

hear that Family Church is 

multicultural — and we praise 

God that it is! God uses our 

differences in background, 

experience, culture, and 

gifting to accomplish his 

mission. The rebuilding of the 

walls in Nehemiah 3 was no 

different.

Nehemiah 3:1 tells us about 

the priests working to repair 

a portion of the wall. These 

guys were not construction 

workers. They studied the 

law and made sacrifices, but 

here we read about them 

joining the rebuilding efforts. 

In Nehemiah 3:8, we find 

Uzziel, a goldsmith, and 

Hananiah, a perfumer (a 

perfumer compounded 

incense for burning in the 

temple, perfumes, spices, and 

medicines). Both Uzziel and 

Hananiah were considered 

artists — not the people you 

might expect to see at a 

construction site.

Nehemiah 3:12 introduces us 

to an entire family, Shallum 

and his daughters, working 

on the walls. Don’t overlook 

the significance of Shallum’s 

daughters being mentioned. 

You might not expect to find 

women at a construction site 

in the Bible, yet here they are 

killing it! 

In Nehemiah 3:20, we meet 

Baruch. In most English 

translations, Baruch is

singled out for his earnest 

labor on the wall. Apparently 

he worked harder or more 

efficiently than other 

workers.

This is obviously not a 

complete list of the workers. 

The point is, each member of 

our church has equal value 

and worth. Your abilities 

won’t be overlooked. You 

may never preach a sermon 

or lead a Bible study, but 

serving in a “lesser-known” 

capacity does not make you 

less valuable. In Ephesians 

4:16, Paul says that in Christ, 

when the church body is 

working properly it

“...makes the body grow 

so that it builds itself up in 

love.” Diversity in the church 

is something to celebrate. 

It gives us a glimpse of 

heaven when believers from 

throughout time will finally 

come together for eternity to 

worship God. Let’s celebrate 

our different backgrounds, 

experiences, and gifting as 

we work together to fulfill 

the mission of God.

THE DIVERSITY OF WORKERS
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 3:6-32

THE POINT: God uses all kinds of people with all kinds of gifts.

PROCESSING:

Why did Nehemiah note the 

diversity of workers?

Why was it important that a 

variety of people helped rebuild 

the walls?

How does the Bible encourage 

people to use their different 

giftings?

PLANNING:

How can you use your gifts to 

help reach South Florida?

How can you encourage others 

to use their gifts?
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Rebuilding the walls of 

Jerusalem required people, 

supplies, planning, and 

leadership. Those items 

would be far less effective 

had Nehemiah lacked faith 

that God would empower 

them to complete the 

job. Nehemiah’s faith was 

infectious. The people saw 

his faith and were infused 

with faith themselves. This 

was not faith in tools or 

planning, but in God. They 

were a people who witnessed 

God deliver them from Egypt 

and split a sea for them. With 

God leading, they knew they 

could rebuild the walls.

Israel knew God was their 

security. The idea of rebuilt 

walls was great, but rebuilt or 

not, the walls were nothing 

without God. Jerusalem was 

small and surrounded by 

enemies. They didn’t stand 

a chance without God’s 

protection. Thus, rebuilding 

the walls took renewed faith 

and dedication to the work. 

We see Nehemiah’s log 

of events in Nehemiah 3. 

Imagine the effort it took. 

As we read, we see people 

working tirelessly. We see 

people from Jerusalem 

working together with people 

from outside the city. We 

witness families, tribes, and 

people from all walks of life 

working together. 

What an amazing thing it 

must have been to see these 

once dejected people living 

in a broken city become 

re-energized to accomplish 

this massive task! Imagine 

how encouraged Nehemiah 

was as he surveyed the walls 

going up around him. Faith 

and dedication to God are 

never misplaced!

As we survey Palm Beach 

County and South Florida, it’s 

easy to be discouraged. We 

see people battling addiction. 

We see broken families and 

broken people all around us. 

We see the homeless living 

in the same streets shared by 

people owning multi-million-

dollar homes. The poor and 

the rich need hope. We 

have that message of hope. 

The greatest need of South 

Florida is for Christians to 

rise up, come together, and 

dedicate themselves in faith 

to the work of the gospel. 

Faith and dedication to God 

is never misplaced because 

He is the God who makes all 

things possible, and with Him, 

we can reach South Florida 

for Jesus.

FAITH AND DEDICATION
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 3. Additional reading: Nehemiah 2:20a; 4:6

THE POINT: God’s work requires faith and dedication.

PROCESSING:

Why does it encourage

believers to see other believers 

display great faith in God?

How do you think the workers 

encouraged one another during 

the rebuilding efforts?

In what ways do we see Israel’s 

faith in Nehemiah 3?

PLANNING:

Is there an area of life where 

you are trusting in someone or 

something rather than God?

How could joining a group

or serving with others help 

encourage your faith? 
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What made Nehemiah 

the right man to lead the 

rebuilding efforts was a 

holy dissatisfaction with the 

status quo. “Status quo” 

is a Latin term meaning 

“existing state.” We never 

use that term in a completely 

positive way. We say 

things like “break the status 

quo” or “don’t settle for 

the status quo.” When we 

settle for the status quo, 

we miss opportunities to do 

something great for Jesus. 

Christians cannot settle for 

things as they are. We are on 

mission — always pursuing 

what God has called us to do. 

The people of Israel had 

settled for the status quo. 

They had grown accustomed 

to the state of their city. 

It wasn’t until Nehemiah 

showed up that the people 

were motivated to rebuild. 

They banded together 

and began the rebuilding 

efforts. Jerusalem would be 

a laughingstock no more. 

Nehemiah would lead them 

to return Jerusalem to its 

former glory as Israel’s 

capital city and God’s 

favored city. It is referred to 

as “the joy of all the earth” 

in Psalm 48:2, and Psalm 

87:2 says “...the LORD loves 

the gates of Zion more than 

all the dwelling places of 

Jacob.”

God doesn’t settle for things 

as they are. When we trust 

in Jesus, God begins the 

process of transforming 

us into the image of Jesus 

(Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor. 3:18), a 

process completed only 

when we join God in eternity. 

God doesn’t settle, and 

we shouldn’t either. We 

know South Florida is 96% 

unchurched. Broken families, 

financial ruin, and illegal 

drugs permeate Palm Beach 

County. People all around 

us live in brokenness. We 

have the greatest message 

of hope the world has ever 

heard. How can we settle 

for the status quo when we 

look around and see so much 

brokenness in South Florida? 

Nehemiah wasn’t satisfied 

with the status quo because 

God wasn’t. We cannot be 

satisfied with the status quo 

because God isn’t. We must 

do all we can to reach every 

resident in South Florida with 

the gospel.

DON’T SETTLE FOR THE STATUS QUO
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 3. Additional reading: Nehemiah 2:17-18

THE POINT: Don’t settle for the status quo.

PROCESSING:

What attitude did the Israelites 

have while building the wall?

Why do you think the

Israelites grew accustomed 

to living without the protection 

of the walls?

PLANNING:

Why is it dangerous for

Christians to settle for the

status quo?

Are there areas of your walk 

with Jesus in which you are 

dissatisfied? If so, what can

you do to change them?
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Have you ever been shot 

down when you have a 

great idea? A few examples 

from my life come readily 

to mind. Like the time I said, 

“Hey, honey we should buy 

a conversion van and drive 

across country with the 

kids.” Or this one: “What if 

we got a 500-foot zip line 

for the backyard?” I have to 

admit that at times it was 

for the best that my ideas 

were shot down. There are 

times, however, when we 

experience opposition not to 

a “good” idea but to a God 

idea. The opposition comes 

not from someone that’s 

looking out for us, but from 

someone that’s only looking 

out for themselves. That’s 

what Nehemiah was

facing here. 

Sanballat and Tobiah were 

government leaders in the 

areas surrounding Jerusalem. 

They were threatened by 

the effort to rebuild the wall. 

It’s not that they were upset 

by people stacking stones 

but by the stability those 

stacked stones would bring 

to the city of Jerusalem. 

Yet Nehemiah knew the 

significance of what he was 

doing. He knew he was doing 

what God had called him

to do. 

Opposition is part of any 

attempt to do something 

significant. We can’t control 

that. We can, however, 

control what we do in the 

face of opposition. We can 

either get discouraged or 

we can look to the one who 

conquers the opposition! 

That’s what Nehemiah chose 

to do. Nehemiah called out 

to God, “Hear, O our God, for 

we are despised” (Neh. 4:4). 

It wasn’t a pretty, polished, 

churchy prayer. It was a gut 

level cry acknowledging the 

circumstances that could 

have led to discouragement. 

Nehemiah was confident 

that God had called him, and 

so he called right back to 

God. What was the result? 

Nehemiah 4:6 says, “So we 

built the wall. And all the wall 

was joined together to half 

its height, for the people had 

a mind to work.”

OVERCOMING DISCOURAGEMENT
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 4:1-6

THE POINT: What to do with discouragement

PROCESSING:

Are you confident in your

calling? Why or why not?

Are you persistent in prayer? 

Why or why not?

PLANNING:

Who or what is opposing you 

right now?

What do you need to do in the 

face of your opposition?

Are you doing it?
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In his first speech to 

Parliament after being 

appointed as Prime Minster 

of Great Britain in the thick 

of World War II, Winston 

Churchill gathered himself 

and said to the anxious 

nation, “I have nothing to 

offer but blood, toil, tears, 

and sweat.” He was under 

no illusions. He knew that for 

England to survive the threat 

of tyranny, it would take 

every ounce of effort that he 

and his nation had to give. 

England went through many 

dark hours in the months 

following that speech. At one 

point during the bombing of 

London, every single British 

plane was in the air. They had 

none in reserve. The British 

held the line alone until the 

United States joined the 

fight. With forces united and 

many months of herculean 

effort, the Allies prevailed, 

and Hitler was overthrown.

Nehemiah faced a similarly 

daunting task. He undertook 

to rebuild the wall around 

Jerusalem amid intense 

opposition. The task was 

great and spread out over 

a large area. Nehemiah 

gathered a big band of 

willing laborers who were 

ready to sweat it out; and 

to the surprise of everyone, 

they made rapid progress.

Great things can be achieved 

by a group united in purpose 

and heart, and most of all, 

willing to work. We want 

to bring hope to families 

in every neighborhood in 

South Florida. It is a daunting 

task. To the best of our 

knowledge, nothing like 

what we’re attempting has 

ever been done here before. 

We’ve made encouraging 

progress so far, but much 

remains to be done. To see it 

happen, all of us need to get 

on the team and be willing

to work.

WILLING TO WORK
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 4:6

THE POINT: We need people who are willing to work.

PROCESSING:

Does our vision for taking the 

gospel to every person, in every 

family and every neighborhood 

in South Florida stir you up?

Are you willing to work to see it 

happen?

PLANNING:

What part can you play?

What’s your next step?
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Do you remember how much 

fun it was to play hide and 

seek? I remember…since I 

just played the other day 

and almost pulled a muscle. 

One great way to keep 

from getting chased is to 

just sit still and stay hidden. 

However, you also will never 

make it to base that way. 

Once you spring into action, 

you’re likely to be chased 

or opposed as the case may 

be. This is what Nehemiah 

experienced. He had sprung 

into God-honoring action 

and was being opposed. 

The opposition intensified 

as the wall started to come 

together. Sanballat and 

Tobiah were angry at the 

IDEA of rebuilding the wall 

and even angrier when 

they saw it was actually 

happening. They moved from 

verbal attack to planning a 

physical attack. As success 

increased so did opposition. 

Our spiritual opposition is the 

same way. Satan is angrily 

opposed to God’s work and 

has been opposing it from 

the beginning of time. When 

we step out of apathy and 

into God’s activity, we are 

stepping into a spiritual war 

zone. So how did Nehemiah 

respond to the threat of 

attack? 

Nehemiah 4:9 says, “And we 

prayed to our God and set a 

guard as a protection against 

them day and night.” It looks 

like there were two clear 

steps:

• Prayer – This initiative 

started with prayer and it 

continued in prayer as the 

battle intensified. Nehemiah 

recognized God’s promises 

and power throughout the 

building of the wall.

• Plans – Nehemiah combined 

prayer with plans. He 

prayed AND posted a guard. 

Combining prayer with plans 

demonstrates our belief that 

God hears our prayers giving 

direction and strength to

our plans.

PRAYERS AND PLANS
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 4:7-9

THE POINT: Prayer must be accompanied by action.

PROCESSING:

Why is prayer so important 

when opposition intensifies?

Why is it so important to

combine prayer with plans?

What does prayer without 

plans communicate?

PLANNING:

What sort of plans does Family 

Church have to impact South 

Florida?

How do you fit into those 

plans?
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Any time you attempt 

something great, the 

naysayers will line up to 

discourage you — your 

friends, your family, and even 

words in your own head. 

Entrepreneurs know this. 

There are dozens of books on 

mindset written for people 

starting new ventures, in part 

because it is really hard to 

do. Recovering addicts know 

this too. Often, their efforts 

to get off drugs and back to 

health are undermined by 

family and friends as much as 

anyone else. Nehemiah was 

trying to do something few 

thought was possible, and 

sure enough, doubters and 

discouragers lined up to take 

him and his workers

off mission.

The same temptation befalls 

us when we try:

• Creating something new — 

a business, a novel, an album

• Improving ourselves — 

earning a degree, losing 

weight

• Reaching a family member 

who doesn’t believe

• A daring ministry 

venture — like planting 100 

neighborhood churches

Believing in God’s preferred 

future is a fight — against the 

unbelief of others, against 

your own doubts, and against 

the way things have always 

been. 

In fact, the battle in our 

minds to believe the 

preferred future might be 

harder than actually bringing 

it about. 

Nehemiah models the right 

combat posture in Nehemiah 

4:14: refuse to fear, focus on 

the Lord, and fight. 

• Refuse to fear. Fear is 

faith in the enemy. You can 

choose where to place your 

faith.

• Focus on the Lord. It’s easy 

to forget the greatness and 

power of God when you’re in 

the battle. Lift your eyes and 

remember whose side you 

are on.

• Fight. Nothing new or great 

happens without effort and 

sacrifice. The preferred future 

is worth it!

FIGHT TO BELIEVE
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 4:10-14

THE POINT: We have to fight to believe.

PROCESSING:

For what preferred future is 

God asking you to fight?

What do believe about that 

future? 

What aspects of God’s

character might you be

forgetting in the battle?

PLANNING:

What is one step of faith that 

you could take today?
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It was Spartan Race time. 

The training was over and 

race day had arrived. There 

was nothing left to do but 

run hard and leave it all on 

the course. We had a team 

of five and we were moving 

at a good pace. But about 

half way through the race it 

became evident that one of 

our team members had not 

trained adequately. His calf 

muscle cramped, and I found 

myself stretching it out and 

trying to get that thing to 

loosen up. A successful team 

has to have each other’s back 

and be ready to step in to do 

whatever is needed! 

That’s what Nehemiah’s team 

did. They carried spears 

and swords to protect their 

brothers, while they kept 

building the wall and moving 

forward with their God-given 

vision. There’s something 

powerful about being on a 

team and working toward a 

God-sized vision together. 

There’s something powerful 

about knowing the people 

around you are passionately 

pursuing the same goal. 

There’s something powerful 

about knowing the person 

next to you has got

your back. 

We hope this is your 

experience as we all get on 

board with the Relentless 

Pursuit initiative at Family 

Church. We believe God is at 

work and we want to join the 

team so we can accomplish 

His purposes. 

TEAMS WORK TOGETHER
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 4:15-18

THE POINT: Let’s get each other’s backs.

PROCESSING:

What gifts or talents has God 

given you that will contribute to 

our efforts as a church?

PLANNING:

In what ways can you support 

those around you?

What support do you need 

from others? What steps have 

you taken to get that support?

How can your leaders help you 

find your place on the team?
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As Nehemiah’s band of 

brothers was laboring to 

build the wall, they were 

separated from one another. 

As they were working on 

their section of the wall, it 

was easy to feel alone. It was 

easy to forget the energizing 

encouragement of knowing 

you have brothers and sisters 

who are working toward the 

same vision. Relationships 

with our brothers and 

sisters are a means of grace 

that God uses to pour 

encouragement and love into 

our lives. Nehemiah’s solution 

to the problem of separation 

was communication. When 

someone needed help, they 

would blow the horn and 

other laborers would rally 

together.

When you’re following 

the Lord, it’s easy to feel 

lonely. When we’re isolated 

and separated from the 

support of the community, 

it’s easy for our faith to 

weaken. We’re more 

vulnerable to temptation 

and discouragement in these 

times. This is why we need to 

blow the trumpet when we’re 

under attack. When we’re 

feeling tempted, we need a 

brother we can call or a sister 

with whom we can pray.

I have a lifelong friend who 

is a missionary in India. 

He doesn’t have a lot of 

believers around him on 

his mission field. Every 

now and then, he’ll call me 

if he’s feeling attacked or 

discouraged so I can listen, 

pray for him, and encourage 

him to press on. And when 

I’m feeling lonely or troubled, 

I do the same thing. To fight 

isolation, believers must 

prioritize meeting together 

for worship, prayer, planning, 

and training.

BLOWING THE TRUMPET
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 4:19-21

THE POINT: Encourage one another.

PROCESSING:

Do you feel isolated in your 

faith right now?

Whom can you reach out

to for spiritual support and 

encouragement?

How can you help others who 

are laboring to advance the 

gospel?

PLANNING:

Who can you encourage

today?

How will you be more authentic 

in relaying your struggles?
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Even in the face of intense 

opposition, Nehemiah and his 

men were driven by a sense 

of urgency. Every minute 

the wall wasn’t built was a 

minute that their people were 

in danger from an attack that 

could come at any moment. 

They came to the point 

that ordinary effort was not 

enough. It was time to dig 

deeper. They rose to the 

challenge and began to work 

day and night to get the task 

done. It was so important to 

them that they didn’t even 

go home. They worked by 

day and slept next to the wall 

all night, armed and ready to 

repel enemy attacks.

There comes a point in 

pursuing worthy visions 

that ordinary effort will 

not get it done. We should 

feel a sense of urgency, 

too. There are thousands 

of broken lives and families 

all around us. One way I’ve 

seen this is when I offer to 

pray for people I meet in 

the community. It’s an easy 

way to turn a conversation 

to a gospel conversation. 

Often when I offer to pray for 

someone they immediately 

begin to cry. Their hurt and 

brokenness is lurking just 

beneath the surface. 

I’ve prayed with people for 

sick relatives, for a sense of 

purpose, for a new start with 

God, and for healing from 

cancer. The need all around 

us is present and urgent. 

People need to know the 

grace and power of Jesus to 

forgive their sins and give 

them new hope and a new 

start.

This urgency calls us to dig 

deeper and rise in greater 

effort. We need more 

people reaching out to 

their neighbors. We need 

more gospel conversations. 

We need more engaged 

leaders in our church. We 

need more church planting 

residents to help us lead new 

congregations. We need 

more financial resources to 

help us establish a presence 

in every neighborhood in 

South Florida. Nehemiah and 

his men rose to the challenge, 

dug deeper, worked harder, 

and gave more — and they 

completed the mission

God gave them. Let’s do

the same.

DIGGING DEEPER
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 4:22-23

THE POINT: Let’s rise to the challenge and finish the work!

PROCESSING:

What objective are you

pursuing that is worth more 

effort than you are giving?

PLANNING:

Do you feel God calling you to 

dig deeper as we strive to reach 

South Florida? How so? 

In what ways can you

specifically get involved

in fulfilling our mission at

Family Church?
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Many times, adversity comes 

from an outward force or an 

external institution that is 

pushing our backs against 

the wall. But what about 

when the adversity we’re 

facing comes from our own 

family — our own flesh and 

blood — or even our own 

community? That’s a whole 

different type of adversity. 

But for every adversity, 

whether internal or external, 

God is still the solution. 

In Nehemiah 4, Nehemiah 

faced external adversity. The 

Arabs, the Ammonites, and 

the Ashdodites all plotted 

together to fight against 

him because of the work 

they were doing for God’s 

people. But in Nehemiah 5, 

we see that the adversity is 

not coming from an outside 

source, but from within. The 

people were being oppressed 

by their own Jewish brothers! 

For Nehemiah, the old adage, 

“when it rains, it pours,” holds 

true. He’s hit with issue after 

issue. There’s hunger. There’s 

debt, hunger, and famine. 

There’s debt, hunger, famine, 

taxes, and loans. There’s 

inequality, slavery, interests, 

debts, hunger, taxes, loans, 

interests, and debts! You can 

see how the problems just 

keep piling on top of each 

other, and the people of God 

are feeling powerless. 

There’s no money, no food, 

and no property. Even the 

children were being sold into 

slavery in hopes of clearing 

their debts. 

God’s people cry out. When 

God’s people cry out for 

help, He intervenes! He may 

use manna from heaven or 

a man from earth, but He 

always answers. In the case 

of the Jews in this time, God 

used a man, Nehemiah. In 

the past, God used manna. 

For us today, God uses both. 

You see, Jesus is both the 

manna and the man. He’s 

the bread of heaven and the 

man who took on the form 

of a servant and was born on 

earth. He’s the solution and 

the salvation. He is with us in 

every trial we encounter. So 

regardless of the adversity 

we face, whether internal 

or external, remember that 

when we cry for help, God 

always intervenes! 

INTERNAL ADVERSITY
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 5:1-5

THE POINT: Every now and then, life gets filled with adversity.

PROCESSING:

Who does the Scripture record 

as the source of oppression in 

this chapter?

How were the problems the 

Jews were facing similar to 

those we face today?

How do these problems point 

us to what Jesus does for us 

today? 

PLANNING:

Do you sense an outcry of 

some sort in our community?

What do you believe God 

wants you to do about this?

What is a simple action you can 

take to make a difference?
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A few years ago, I discovered 

something about myself 

that was very profound: I 

got angry too often. Now, 

I wasn’t the “punch-the-

wall” or “huff-and-puff” 

type angry, but I started to 

realize that too many things 

made me mad. I learned 

that when you’re angry too 

often, people don’t take you 

seriously. Anger should be 

saved for a short list of things 

that you’re really passionate 

about. Then people will take 

note. 

In Nehemiah 5:6, Nehemiah 

exhibited a “godly anger.” 

It wasn’t anger because of 

something miniscule but 

because the people of God 

were being oppressed. 

Nehemiah heard their cries 

and their complaints. The 

sounds and substance of 

their groans made him 

“very angry.” But Nehemiah 

doesn’t just get angry; he 

does something about it! He 

took the time to process the 

cries and the complaints of 

God’s people. Then he took 

his reflections and turned 

them into action. 

Nehemiah’s trajectory 

went something like this: 

oppression > emotion > 

reflection > action. 

His action was to speak 

for those who didn’t have 

a voice by leveraging his 

position as the governor 

for the good of the people. 

He ultimately appropriately 

called out the sin of the 

Jewish nobles who collected 

interest on their brothers and 

acted like godless people. 

Anger is an emotion that is 

part of us, but God wants us 

to use it in accordance with 

His design. Let’s examine our 

hearts and see what breaks 

the heart of God. Then we 

can take the appropriate 

steps to bless God’s people. 

GODLY ANGER IN ADVERSE SITUATIONS
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 5:6-8

THE POINT: Godly and ungodly anger.

PROCESSING:

Why was Nehemiah “very 

angry?”

What did Nehemiah do before 

he brought charges against the 

nobles and officials?

What was the response of

the nobles and officials after 

Nehemiah’s charges?

 

PLANNING:

About what are you often 

angry? 

About what are you most

passionate?

How do your passions and

your angers match up? 
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Proverbs 9:10 famously 

begins by stating, “The fear 

of the Lord is the beginning 

of wisdom…” We can 

understand from this proverb 

that when we don’t fear God 

we make unwise decisions. 

When we forsake the fear of 

the Lord we become selfish. 

We begin to mistreat our 

brothers and our sisters. We 

steal from them. We forsake 

their needs. And what’s 

worse, when we fail to have 

godly fear, we encourage the 

mocking of God by godless 

people! Our brothers are 

mistreated and our Father is 

mocked when we don’t fear 

the Lord. 

Nehemiah perceived that this 

was the root of sin within his 

Jewish brothers who were 

oppressing their kinsmen. 

According to the Mosaic Law, 

Jews were not supposed 

to take interest from their 

brothers and sisters when 

they loaned each other 

money or food. This is 

exactly what the nobles and 

officials were doing. Thus 

Nehemiah says, “The thing 

that you are doing is not 

good.” But Nehemiah doesn’t 

just tell them what isn’t good; 

he shows them what is good. 

God-fearing leaders take 

the first step. They abandon 

selfishness, and they pick up 

righteousness. 

They lend without expecting 

anything in return. They 

look out for the sake of their 

brothers and sisters. They 

encourage those of wealth 

and status to consider the 

needs of the less fortunate. 

Nehemiah understood that 

God’s people were facing 

an adverse situation. As a 

God-fearing leader, he was 

able to lead by example. He 

lent money and gave food 

to the people without piling 

up interest on them. And 

he wanted the nobles and 

officials to do the same out 

of fear of the Lord and for 

the reputation of God’s name. 

Nehemiah knew that where 

the fear of God is present, 

wisdom and righteousness 

follow, God is praised, and 

His people are cared for. 

We can take up Nehemiah’s 

mantle and do the same for 

others when they wrong us 

or have needs we can meet.

GODLY FEAR LEADS TO RIGHTEOUSNESS
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 5:9-11

THE POINT: There is a right kind of fear.

PROCESSING:

What did Nehemiah declare 

was “not good?”

What did Nehemiah point

out as the root of their sin

that led to the taunts of the 

other nations?

How did Nehemiah lead by 

example?

PLANNING:

Are you “dangling” anything 

over someone’s head?

What does this passage of 

Scripture encourage you to do?

Is there any area of your life in 

which you need to abandon 

selfishness?
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Because of Nehemiah’s 

example his Jewish brothers 

repented and made a 

promise to restore what they 

had taken from their kinsmen. 

As we consider this passage, 

we see such a picture of 

repentance. True repentance 

is a lot more than saying, 

“I’m sorry.” True repentance 

recognizes the wrong and 

acts to bring restoration 

to the relationship. The 

Jewish people who had been 

defrauding their brothers 

returned what they had taken 

and required “nothing from 

them.” This was a costly 

effort. In Nehemiah 5:10 we 

see that houses, land, olive 

groves, and money had been 

taken. A right relationship 

cannot be restored until 

the offender takes full 

responsibility for the offense. 

This did not involve one 

or two people, this was a 

movement. It was a collective 

effort to restore a community 

of people. Nehemiah warned 

that every man must fulfill 

the promise and then the 

entire assembly confirmed 

their commitment and 

worshipped God. 

As God’s people, we also 

have a responsibility. In 

our homes, workplaces, 

friendships, and relationships 

with other believers we must 

take full responsibility for our 

offenses. 

We must not only apologize, 

we must truly repent. I 

Corinthians 6:7-8 warns us 

not to “defraud” our brothers 

and sisters in Christ. This 

is not limited to physical 

possessions. It includes 

relational wrong doing. When 

we pursue righteousness, 

God is glorified. When we 

truly repent, lives are rebuilt, 

and relationships restored. 

Let’s be a community of true 

repenters.  

REPENTANCE
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 5:12-14

THE POINT: Let’s be a community of true repenters.

PROCESSING:

When were the offenders to 

return all they had wrongfully 

taken? 

Who did Nehemiah call to

witness the promise? Why

was this important? 

What happened after the oath 

of restitution was made? 

PLANNING:

Is there any situation in your 

life where you have offended 

another?

Write a prayer asking for God’s 

strength and power and then 

reach out to the one or ones 

offended and offer repentance. 
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For 12 years Nehemiah 

governed the Jewish 

people under the reign 

of King Artaxerxes.  As 

a government official, 

Nehemiah was entitled to 

the food allowance of a 

governor.  Nehemiah refused 

that allowance because he 

wanted to set a different 

example. He wanted to 

rule righteously and with 

compassion. He wanted to 

rely on God’s provision, so 

his people would learn to rely 

on God’s provision. There 

is a quote from missionary 

Hudson Taylor that states 

“God’s work done in God’s 

way will never lack God’s 

provision.” Taylor was a 

missionary to China and 

because of his ministry, 

18,000 people in 18 different 

provinces came to know 

Christ. This principle is one 

from which we can all learn. 

As Americans we are 

surrounded by wealth and 

power. Some of us have 

many personal resources at 

our disposal and some of 

us have limited resources. 

Some of us may even be 

experiencing oppression. 

Nehemiah recognized he 

should only use the God-

ordained resources at his 

disposal.

Personally, we should 

recognize the resources 

that God has given us and 

learn to live and minister 

out of that provision. When 

we need more resources 

because our personal daily 

needs exceed what we have, 

then we should turn to God 

and ask for Him to provide. 

When we try to flex our own 

strength or work outside of 

the resources God provides, 

we miss seeing God’s power.  

GODLY LEADERSHIP
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 5:14-15

THE POINT: God provides for His people. 

PROCESSING:

What did former governors 

take in order to feed the

people? 

Besides the former governors, 

who else domineered the

people?

Why did Nehemiah refuse the 

food allowance?

PLANNING:

What are some specific ways 

you have experienced God’s 

provision?

What are some specific areas 

where you currently need God’s 

provision?

Take a moment to ask God for 

His provision in those areas.

 



DEVOTIONAL | WEEK     DAY       

relentlesspursuit.gofamilychurch.org | 59

5 6

“I also applied myself to 

work on this wall...” (Neh. 

5:16, NASB). In this passage, 

Nehemiah exhibited one of 

the most powerful leadership 

principles, he led by example.  

By this time his status was 

elevated to governor. He 

had people at his disposal 

and there was no need for 

him to do the physical labor 

of rebuilding the wall. Yet, 

he recognized the only way 

to lead and minister to his 

people was to dive into the 

work with them. He could 

have leveraged the land and 

resources of the people to 

continue the work. He could 

have used the governor’s 

food allowance, but he did 

not.  Nehemiah kept his focus 

on the work of rebuilding 

the wall. In the process, his 

leadership example was 

rebuilding a people. Years of 

captivity had left the people 

of Judah depressed and 

oppressed. The work of the 

wall was daunting, and they 

were constantly plagued with 

opposition. 

Picture the scene: a bunch 

of refugees are trying to 

put their former home back 

together. After years of 

oppression and several false 

starts, they are finally getting 

traction on this project. The 

work is grueling and hard. 

They look up and here comes 

their governor, Nehemiah. 

Finally, a leader who will 

not only advocate on their 

behalf but will also roll up his 

sleeves and work alongside 

them. Can you imagine the 

conversations that took place 

at the wall? 

Nehemiah was a man of 

prayer and pure motives. He 

was a man focused on the His 

calling and willing to do the 

work. These were a people 

who had taken advantage 

of each other, who had lost 

hope, who had taken on 

the ways of their captors, 

and now they were working 

alongside their godly leader. 

His leadership was not only 

accomplishing the task at 

hand, it was rebuilding their 

lives in the process. 

LEADING IN ADVERSITY
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 5:16-18. Additional reading Philippians 2:1-11

THE POINT: God calls us to be servant leaders.

PROCESSING:

Read Philippians 2:1-11, how 

does Nehemiah’s example

compare to that of Christ? 

In what ways does Christ’s

example exceed Nehemiah’s?

PLANNING:

What are the arenas of

leadership in your life? Identify 

one arena where it is most

difficult to lead. 

How can you be more of a

servant leader in that arena?
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The chapter ends with a 

prayer that we will see 

repeated six more times 

in this book.  Nehemiah is 

asking God to remember him. 

Does Nehemiah think God 

is forgetful? No, not at all! 

Nehemiah has been faithful 

to God’s calling and plan to 

rebuild the wall. He is a man 

of prayer. We have seen 

the prayers he has already 

prayed and the ways that 

God has moved on his behalf. 

God has not only worked to 

make it possible for the wall 

to be rebuilt, He has also 

worked in the hearts of His 

people.  

Nehemiah’s prayer is not for 

worldly blessing or fame, but 

that God will look upon his 

life and remember the good 

he had done for the sake of 

God’s people. In Hebrews 

6:10 we see an extension of 

this idea: “ For God is not 

unjust so as to overlook your 

work and the love that you 

have shown for his name in 

serving the saints, as you still 

do.” Nehemiah’s life work 

was built around showing 

love to God’s people and 

ministering to them.  

Our lives can be lived in 

the same way. Think about 

Nehemiah’s example. 

He was a man of vision and 

prayer, a man of action, 

a servant leader, a man 

of perseverance through 

adversity, an advocate 

for the oppressed, a good 

steward, and a spiritual 

leader to name a few. These 

are characteristics that are 

memorable to God. The 

things we do to love God’s 

people and minister to 

them for the sake of making 

His name great will not be 

forgotten.  

SEEKING GOD’S FAVOR
THE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 5:19

THE POINT: God remembers the work we do for Him.

PROCESSING:

Look back over Nehemiah 5, 

what were some specific things 

that Nehemiah did for the 

people? 

How did Nehemiah’s actions 

reflect the character of God?

PLANNING:

Think about your life, how are 

you loving and ministering to 

God’s people? 

What is one way you could 

love or minister in a way that 

is a better reflection of God’s 

character? 

Will your life be remembered 

for building God’s kingdom or 

your kingdom? 
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