
 

Imagine spending a week in an amazing location with 
students from all over Australia exploring solutions for 
a more sustainable relationship with our environment.  
Student Challenge is a unique, once in a lifetime 
opportunity for a select number of Year 10 -12 students 
to experience conservation research first hand.  No 
prior experience is necessary.  Working with leading 
scientists, you will be trained in many aspects of 
scientific field work and gain valuable insights into 
conservation research. 

Earthwatch’s mission is to engage people 
worldwide in scientific field research 
and education to promote the 
understanding necessary for
a sustainable environment.
Earthwatch expeditions are 
a great way to experience 
the world, its people and 
natural environment 
while contributing 
to valuable 
conservation 
research.

2018 STUDENT CHALLENGE

THE EXPERIENCE INSPIRED 
ME TO CONTRIBUTE TO 
FURTHER ENVIRONMENTAL 
INITIATIVES AND ENGAGE 
WITH ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
AND TOPICS FOR FURTHER 
STUDY AT UNIVERSITY.
-Previous participant ”

“

Applications close Monday, 6 August 2018   
Click here: bit.ly/stch18

• You are in years 10, 11, or 12

• And you attend a State 
Government School in 
Australia

ELIGIBILITY

See your teacher or course coordinator and complete the application 
form. Finally email to Viki at vnathan@earthwatch.org.au

Numbers are strictly limited.

HOW TO APPLY

Calling all adventure seekers!

Earthwatch Student Challenge 
fellowships are available if:

About Earthwatch
Generously funded by:



Participants will be assisted to lead their peers, family and 
friends on a conservation journey through their choice of 
medium – for example a written report with images, a video, or 
sharing on social media through blogs and posts. 

Additionally students will be supported and provided with 
information and assistance to engage in conservation and 
sustainability activities that they can do themselves or get 
their schools involved in.  A $1,000 prize will be awarded to 
the student that creates the most innovative community-
orientated environmental project.

ARE YOU READY TO TAKE ON  A 
STUDENT CHALLENGE AND AN 
ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME?

AFTER THE EXPEDITION

Join scientists at Calperum Station to help us 
understand the boom and bust cycle of plants 
and animals in the semi-arid zone on the banks of 
the mighty Murray River. Learn about the recovery 
process of ecosystems after 150 years of cattle 
grazing and how we can use this information 
to help restore land elsewhere and prepare for 
climate change.

ACTIVITES MAY INCLUDE:
• Small mammal and reptile trapping
• Vegetation studies
• Wetland and water surveys
• Grazing pressure surveys
• Tree health assessments

DATES
30 Sept - 6 Oct 2018

ACCOMMODATION:
Dormitory style with shared rooms and separate 
toilet block

LOCATION:
Calperum Station
Murray River, North of Renmark, SA

In Australia alone 9 species of frogs have gone 
extinct in the last 20 years, largely due to human 
pressures such as introduced pathogens, 
climate change, and habitat destruction.  Frogs 
are important parts of our ecosystems as both 
predator (of insects) and prey (for larger mammals 
and fish).

ACTIVITES:
Be prepared to stay up past bedtime on 
this expedition!  You will work mostly in the 
afternoons and evenings on this expedition, using 
head torches to find and capture frogs.  Then, they 
can be weighed and measured, and sometimes 
microchipped and checked for the presence of 
frog-specific diseases before being released back 
into their swampy homes.

DATES
9 - 15 Dec 2018 or 13 - 19 Jan 2019

ACCOMMODATION:
Bush camping with access to toilets and 
showers

LOCATION:
Barrington Tops National Park and Kooragang 
Island, near Newcastle, NSW

ECOSYSTEMS OF THE MURRAY 
RIVER AND MALLEE

AUSTRALIA’S VANISHING 
FROGS

• Research equipment
• Insurance
• Access to Earthwatch   
  educational and 
  professional resources

• Flights and airport      
   transfers, if required 
• All meals 
• Accommodation
• Field transport

If you are successful, this 
fellowship covers:


