
 

8501: Rights and Responsibilities of Students and Parents 

The Exeter-West Greenwich School Committee is committed to providing every 

student with an opportunity for a quality education in a clean and safe environment.  

These are the rights of every student.  However, these rights carry the responsibility of 

students to take full advantage of the educational opportunities afforded them by the 

school district and their parents/guardians.  Parents/guardians have the responsibility to 

be cognizant of what the school district expects from them and their children and to 

provide support for their children’s educational needs.     

I. Proclamation 

To achieve its primary responsibility, providing quality education, the school 

committee shall: employ a dedicated professional administrative and teaching staff; work 

with the community to provide a pleasant, clean and safe learning environment; and 

through its written policies provide guidance to staff, students and parents/guardians.   

II. Scope 

This policy sets forth student rights to education, their responsibilities to fully engage 

in the education process and to comply with school rules.  The policy also includes 

parental/guardian responsibilities to:  provide a home environment that supports their 

child’s education, work together with staff and faculty to support an effective learning 

environment, and to cooperate with school administrators in meeting education laws, 

regulations and school committee policies. 

III. Student Rights and Responsibilities 

The E-WG school district conforms to and exceeds federal and state laws and 

regulations regarding student rights.  E-WG students have a right to:   

 A quality education which will provide them with the essential knowledge and skills 

needed to succeed in their chosen path and to become life-long learners; 

 Participate in all elements of the curriculum and extra-curricular activities, if eligible; 

 Acceptance and respect as unique individuals with differing personalities and needs; 

 Pursue their education in a clean and safe school environment. 

Students, as members of the school community, have responsibilities that contribute to 

community harmony.  They must:      

 Put forth their best effort in all areas of their education; 

 Be familiar and comply with the academic and behavioral expectations of students set 

forth in their student handbook;   

 Respect other students and their rights; 

 Not interfere with the education of other students;  

 Respect all school staff and volunteers;  

 Respect individual and school property and strive to keep a neat and clean learning 

environment. 

IV. Parent/Guardian Responsibilities 

Parent/guardian involvement in their child's education has been proven to be an 

important factor which positively influences a child's educational development and their 

success.  Parental/guardian involvement may be demonstrated by: 

 Being attentive to the student’s homework assignments; providing the student with 

his or her own distraction-free workplace;  establishing a reasonable but disciplined 



and enforceable homework system the student can follow; and talking with the 

student after the assignment is completed;   

 Maintaining a positive attitude toward learning, the educational process, faculty and 

the school; 

 Communicating with teachers, counselors and the school principal on issues 

concerning their child’s education;   

 Supporting school policies; 

 Reading and complying with the student handbook; 

 Becoming involved as a volunteer in school and attending school-sponsored events; 

 Providing a healthy and safe home environment. 

V.  School Administration and Parental/Guardian Cooperation 

Parental rights, responsibilities and involvement in their children’s education extend 

to both parents.  If parents are separated or divorced and each is identified with school 

administration, each shall receive applicable parental notifications and/or invitations to 

school operations or events that involve or affect their children. 

Parents/guardians have the responsibility to work with school administration to 

ensure compliance with federal and state laws and regulations and school committee 

policies. 

From these policies, school principals shall include within student handbooks 

excerpts regarding student discipline and academic requirements.  To further inform 

parents/guardians of their responsibilities, the principal shall also include in handbooks 

listing of series 7000 and 8000 school committee policies applicable to students of their 

school along with directions on assessing these policies through the district website or 

obtaining paper copy.    

VI. Dissemination 

This policy shall be disseminated to all policy book holders. 

VII. Effective Date 

This policy shall become effective upon adoption by the school committee. 
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