
8702:  Managing Communicable and Infectious Diseases 

A healthy learning environment, free from communicable and infectious diseases is essential 

to the quality education afforded to E-WG students. 

I. Proclamation 

To achieve the desired healthy school environment, the Exeter-West Greenwich School 

Committee herein requires that the superintendent and school administration in each district 

school maintain preventive health services and expediently manage any occurrence of 

communicable or infectious diseases in the school population in accordance with this policy.   

II. Scope of Policy 

This policy covers: the responsibilities of school administration in the detection and 

response to contagious diseases within the school population; the required actions of 

administration to maintain or restore normal school operation in the event of such occurrences; 

and the responsibility of parents of students excluded from school due to the diagnosis of 

contagious disease.      

III. Definitions 

Parent—means the parent(s) of a student and includes natural parent, a guardian or other person 

acting as a parent in the absence of the natural parent or guardian.  Also included is a student’s 

step parent who resides with the student. 

School administration- means the authority and resources collectively delegated to the school 

principal and her or his staff.      

School district-means the authority and resources collectively centered in the office of the 

superintendent.  

School premises- means school buildings, grounds, buses, bus stops or transfer stations and off-

campus locations where and when school sponsored events are being held. 

IV. Administering School Preventive Health Services 
       The school nurse-teacher shall provide preventive health services to each student in 

compliance with RI Department of Health Regulations (R16-21-SCHO) and (R 23-1-IMM).     

V. Response to Contagious Diseases Occurrences 

 The nurse-teacher shall report any above normal occurrences of communicable diseases in 

accordance with “reportable diseases” listed in section 3.0 of RIDOH Regulation (R23- 10- 

DIS).  The school administration shall take all actions recommended by the school physician and 

/or RIDOH officials to control the spread of any contagious diseases within the school 

population. 

VI. Excluding Students with Contagious Diseases 

The school administration in each school shall exclude a student(s) who has been diagnosed 

with a communicable or infectious disease.   The exclusion of a student from school shall extend 

to all school activities on or off school premises.  Students who are excluded for an extended 

time shall be provided with home instruction for the duration of the exclusion.  Upon re-entry to 

school students must provide physician documentation that the student is no longer contagious.  

VII. Parental Responsibilities 

Parents of an excluded student shall be notified and provided with the school rules for 

isolating the infected student from all school activities and the terms for the student’s return to 

school.  Parents are expected to cooperate with school administration’s exclusion rules, which 
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include obtaining the student’s clearance from the disease from the student’s physician before 

requesting the student’s re-entry to school.      

VIII. School District Responsibilities 

 In the event of a disease breakout or cluster or the occurrence of any life threatening disease 

among the school student or employee population, the school physician may recommend school 

closure or the RIDOH—Division of Disease Prevention and Control may order the 

superintendent to close one or more district schools.  The superintendent and school nurse-

teachers shall cooperate with RIDOH officials to restore normal school operation.  The 

superintendent shall continuingly inform district parents of the on-going measures to eliminate 

and control spread of the disease and to resume school operation. 

IX. Confidentiality 

All health information relative to contagious disease infection of a student(s), exclusion of a 

student(s) from school due to such infection, and the conditions for the student(s) return to 

school shall become part of the student’s accumulated health records. All such records shall be 

stored, given access to, transferred and/or destroyed only in accordance with school committee 

policy 8901: Maintaining Confidentiality of Student Records.    

X. Applicable State Laws and RIDOH Regulations, as Amended 

16-21-7 School health 

16-21-8 Certified nurse-teacher 

(R16-21-SCHO) Rules and Regulations for School Health Programs 

(R23-10-DIS) Rules and Regulations Pertaining to the Reporting of Communicable,   

Environmental and Occupational Diseases  

XI. Dissemination 

This revised policy shall be disseminated to the school nurse-teachers and all other policy 

book holders. 

XII. Effective Date 

This policy shall become effective upon adoption by the school committee. 

 

First Reading:        April 14, 2009 

Second Reading:    April 28, 2009 

Adopted:                 May, 12, 2009 

 

 


