
8701:  Administering Student Medication 

This policy addresses administering student medication at school in compliance with current 

education laws enacted by the Rhode Island General Assemble and guidelines and standards 

promulgated by Rhode Island Department of Education and Department of Health.  

I. Proclamation  

The Exeter-West Greenwich School Committee herein proclaims that student medication in 

the district schools shall be administered only in accordance with this policy.   

II. Scope 

This policy is written in accordance with applicable sections of Chapter 16-21 of the RI 

general laws and sections 17.0 and 19.0 of the RI Department of Health regulation (R16-21-

SCHO, as amended).  The policy clarifies the responsibilities of parents, physicians, nurse-

teachers, school bus drivers and monitors, and students; the required parent authorizations to 

medicate; labeling and storing of student medication on school premises; permitted student self-

carry and administering of medication; and applicable state laws that provide immunity from 

civil liability to school personnel who administer medication to students in emergency 

circumstances.  

III. Definitions—For Purposes of This Policy  

At school —means school buildings, grounds, school buses, school bus stops or transfer stations, 

and off-campus locations where and when school sponsored events are being held. 

Parent—means the parent(s) of a student and includes natural parent, a guardian or other person 

acting in the capacity of a parent in the absence of a natural parent or guardian.  Also included is 

a student’s stepparent who resides with the student. 

School health office—means an office space designated by the principal for administration of 

health services to students and the storage of student medications and health records, usually the 

school nurse-teacher’s office. 

IV. Responsibilities 

Physician and Parent 

Responsibility for prescribing medication to meet the needs of the student rests with the 

student’s physician.  The parent must provide written authorization for students to receive 

medication at school.  Whenever possible, medication should be scheduled outside of school 

hours.  When it is necessary to give medication at school, the parent will be responsible for hand 

delivery of the medication to school.  Students age 18 or older may deliver their own medication 

to school.  In extenuating circumstances, with prior approval from the school nurse-teacher, the 

parent may assign the delivery of medication to his or her minor child provided that the school 

has procedures in place for student delivery.  Procedures that permit students to deliver 

medication to school shall not authorize students to retain possession of their medication while at 

school.  

All prescription medication delivered to school shall be in the original container with the 

proper labeling.  If the medication is not so labeled, the nurse-teacher will not accept it for 

administration.   

The nurse-teacher shall not administer non-prescription drugs (e.g.: cough or cold 

medications or alternatives such as herbal remedies) unless provided with the student’s personal 

physician order and parent’s written authorization.  Certain over-the-counter medications (e.g.; 

pain relievers, antacids and Benadryl) which are ordered by the school physician may be 
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administered upon the authorization of parents.  Administration of all such medication will be at 

the discretion of the nurse-teacher.  

Except as noted in the above paragraph, parents shall supply all student medications 

identified in this policy (16-21-22 (f)). 

Nurse-Teacher   

The administering of student medication and the documentation of same shall be the 

responsibility of the nurse-teacher.  Such medications, except student self-carry medications, 

shall be stored in a secure location in the school health office.    

A parent, while at school, may administer medication to their own child. 

The single dose auto injector shall be the only acceptable type of Epi Pen to administer 

epinephrine to a student experiencing symptoms of anaphylaxis.  The school nurse- teacher at 

each school shall instruct appropriate faculty and staff in the proper use of an Epi Pen. Upon 

request of the school bus service provider, training shall be extended to school bus drivers and 

school bus monitors (16-21-22 (a))  

Student 

Every student receiving medication is responsible for knowing her or his medication 

schedule, if age appropriate and able.  Students authorized to self-carry and administer their own 

medication shall follow all instructions given by school authorities regarding such authorized 

possession.  Students shall not share, transfer, or in any way divert their medication to any other 

person(s). 

Any student found in possession of unauthorized medication of any kind while at school or 

who violates any of the requirements or prohibitions of the above paragraph shall be subject to 

disciplinary action up to and including suspension or expulsion from school. 

V.  Parent Authorizations and Physician Orders 
A completed parent medication permission slip and physician order shall be provided to the 

nurse-teacher before she or he will administer student medication.  Medication permission slips 

are available on line and at each school health office.  Such medication permission slips and 

physician orders shall be renewed annually, and in the event there are changes to the 

prescription.  

Parents must identify their children, who have been diagnosed with asthma and/or 

anaphylactic allergies, to the nurse-teacher. They must also provide the nurse-teacher with an 

asthma and/or allergy history form, parental authorization form and physician’s written order 

to obtain permission for a student to self-carry and administer their own emergency 

medications.  These forms must be completed and provided annually prior to the first day of 

school and shall become part of the student’s health records.  

VI. Self-Carry and Self-Administered Student Medication 

The nurse-teacher in collaboration with the parent will determine if it is appropriate for the 

student to self-carry and self administer emergency medications such as inhalers and Epi Pens.   

If it is agreed that a student will have permission to carry their emergency medication, the nurse-

teacher shall notify appropriate staff members including the athletic director if the student is 

involved in athletics.  Physician orders and parent written approvals for student self-carry shall 

be required annually.  
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Students who are required to carry an inhaler or Epi Pen shall adhere to the following 

guidelines: 

a. Students who have asthma must carry their inhaler on their person at all times when 

in school or have an inhaler available in the school health office. 

b. Students requiring inhalers prior to exercise must indicate to the physical education 

teacher that they have taken their medication or have their inhalers available. 

c. Students diagnosed with anaphylactic allergies by their physician must carry their 

Epi Pen on their person at all times when in school or have an Epi Pen available in 

the school health office. The Epi Pen type possessed or carried by students shall be 

the single dose auto injector.  

VII. School Bus Service Provider and Student Medication  
Parents may authorize the school bus service provider to administer an Epi Pen to their 

child, who is not permitted to self-carry or administer an Epi Pen. The parent’s authorization 

notice shall identify the student and include documentation that the Epi Pen has been prescribed 

by a licensed physician and that the authorization has been approved by the nurse-teacher.  The 

parents shall provide the bus service provider with the prescribed Epi Pen.  The school bus 

service provider shall ensure that the Epi Pen, provided by the parent, is carried on the school 

bus; and in the event that the identified student develops symptoms of anaphylaxis the Epi Pen 

shall be administered by a trained bus driver or school bus monitor (16 -21-22 (a) and (c)).   

When a student has permission to self-carry and use a prescription inhaler or Epi Pen at 

school, the student’s parent shall notify the school bus service provider.  The parent’s 

notification shall identify the student and include documentation that the inhaler or Epi Pen has 

been prescribed by a licensed physician, and that the student needs to self-carry the emergency 

medicine due to a medical condition (16-21-22 (b)).  Such notification shall be required whether 

or not the identified student is bused to and from school or school sponsored events away from 

campus. 

VIII. Student Medication on Field Trips Away From School 

Students may self-administer medications while on a day field trip provided there is prior 

authorization from a parent and approval from the school nurse-teacher. When there is no nurse-

teacher available to administer medication, the designated teacher shall carry the student 

medication and monitor its self-administration. 

Students on overnight field trips are permitted to self-carry and self-administer their 

medications. Such medication shall be provided by the parent to the school person in charge of 

the trip along with a written authorization for use of the medication during the overnight field 

trip.   Such trip medication shall be stored in its original prescription-labeled and sealed container 

(in the case of prescription medication) or its manufacturer-labeled and sealed container (in the 

case of non-prescription).  

IX. Rhode Island General Laws Relating to Medical Emergencies 

In an emergency situation the state laws quoted below provide that school personnel, 

school bus driver, and school bus monitors shall not be liable for civil damages from their acts 

or omissions in the use of an Epi Pen or a prescription inhaler on behalf of a student. 

 ―16-21-22 Allergic emergencies—Anaphylaxis—Use of epinephrine—Immunity for those 

Administering—(d) No school teacher, school administrator, or school health care personnel, 

school bus driver, school bus monitor or any other school personnel including shall be liable 
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for civil damages which may result from acts or omissions in the use of the epinephrine which 

may constitute ordinary negligence; nor shall the school personnel mentioned in this 

subsection be liable for civil damages which may result from acts or omissions in the use of 

prescription inhalers by children which may constitute ordinary negligence. This immunity 

does not apply to acts or omissions constituting gross negligence or willful or wanton conduct. 

For the purposes of determining immunity from liability under subsection (d) only, the term 

―other school personnel‖ shall include any private entity providing school bus services and 

individual school bus drivers and monitors employed or otherwise engaged by such school bus 

entities.‖  

―9-1-27.1 Good Samaritan – Immunity from liability  No person who voluntarily and 

gratuitously renders emergency assistance to a person in need thereof including the 

administration of life saving treatment to those persons suffering from anaphylactic shock shall 

be liable for civil damages which result from acts or omissions by such persons rendering the 

emergency care, which may constitute ordinary negligence. This immunity does not apply to 

acts or omissions constituting gross negligence or willful or wanton conduct.‖ 

11-56-1 Duty to Assist: Where 16-21-22(d) and 9-1-27.1 provide civil immunity from 

rendering emergency assistance, 11-56-1 provides criminal penalty (petty misdemeanor) for 

those who can render assistance but fail to do so. 

X. Applicable Rhode Island laws and Regulations, as amended  

16-21-22 (a), (b), (c), (d) and (f) ―16-21-22 Allergic emergencies—Anaphylaxis—Use of 

epinephrine—Immunity for those Administering 

9-1-27.1 Good Samaritan – Immunity from liability   

11-56-1 Duty to Assist 

RI Department of Health regulation (R16-21-SCHO, sections 17.0 and 19.0) 

XI. Dissemination 

This amended policy shall be disseminated to the school nurse-teachers and all other 

policy book holders 

XII. Effective Date 
This amended policy shall become effective upon its approval by the school committee. 

First Reading:       June 10, 2008            

Second Reading:   June 24, 2008     

Adopted:                July 15, 2008      

Amended:         August 28, 2012 

Amended:         November 26, 2013 


