
8517: Cell Phones and other Personal Electronic Devices —Permitted and Prohibited 

Possession and Use 

The Exeter-West Greenwich School Committee is aware that there is prolific use of cell 

phones and other personal electronic devices by students in the school-setting.  Unrestricted and 

obsessive use of these devices is often an avenue to student bullying, and other detractions from 

school harmony.  When such devices are surreptitiously brought into classrooms, instruction can 

be disrupted; students taking exams can communicate with other students in the classroom or 

persons not in school: and even more worrisome to the school district, normal classroom 

happenings may be recorded and later manipulated and displayed out of context in public media 

to embarrass or harass the teacher or to promote an alien agenda. 

I. Proclamation 

The school committee herein directs the superintendent to regulate the possession and use of 

cell phones and other personal electronic devices among students in accordance with this policy.  

II. Scope 

This policy sets forth restrictions on student possession and use of cell phones and other 

personal electronic devices in the school-setting.  Procedures are included for impounding these 

devices when prohibitively possessed or used and for the return of impounded devices to student 

parents.  

III. Definitions 

Cell phones and other personal electronic devices—means any form of concealable hand-held 

instruments capable of accessing public telephone or internet systems  or using direct two-way 

radio paths to transmit and /or receive voice communications or instant text messages or captured 

and stored video images where the originator may or may not be identified.   

Possession JHS/SHS students —means at any time during the school day that the cell phone or 

other personal electronic device is in the student’s hand, or otherwise on the student’s person or 

vicinity and not secured as specified in the policy. 

Possession elementary students—means having any cell phone or other prohibited electronic 

devise in the student’s hand or otherwise on the student’s person while at school, unless such 

devise is explicitly authorized by the school principal. 

Use—means being manipulated, talked in to, listened to, recording or receiving visual messages. 

Classroom—means any area within the school building or on school grounds where curriculum 

instruction is conducted. 

School day—means the period beginning with the scheduled start of instruction and ending at the 

completion of scheduled instruction.  For students participating in extra-curricula activities, the 

school day shall be extended to include such activities. 

Parent—means the parent(s) of a student and includes natural parent, a guardian or other person 

acting as a parent in the absence of the natural parent or guardian.  Also included is a student’s 

step parent who resides with the student. 

IV. Permitted Possession and Use—JHS/SHS Students 

Junior High School and Senior High School students are permitted to bring cell phones and 

other personal electronic devices to school.  However, student use of such devices shall be 

restricted to while on a school bus and at school only after completion of the school day.  

Students, upon entering the school building, shall turn off their cell phones and all other personal 

electronic devices and shall immediately secure all such devices either within their backpacks or 
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within their assigned hallway lockers where such devices shall remain secured for the remainder 

of the school day.  The principal (herein after meaning the principal or designee) shall impound 

any cell phone devices found not so secured.    Students who have compelling need to use their 

cell phone devices during the school day shall first obtain written permission from the principal.  

The granting of such permission shall be on a case-by case basis at the sole discretion of the 

school principal. 

V. Prohibited Possession or Use—JHS/SHS 

This policy prohibits the possession or use of any cell phone or other personal electronic 

device(s) in a classroom during the school day.   Any student found to be in possession or using 

any cell phone or other personal electronic device(s) in a classroom during the school day shall 

be subject to disciplinary actions up to and including suspension from school.  Furthermore, 

the prohibited device(s) shall be impounded by the classroom teacher or the teacher may 

summon the principal to impound the device(s). 

Except for the students participating in after school extra-curricular activities JHS and SHS 

students shall be permitted to possess and use their cell phones and other electronic devices upon 

the completion of each school day.  Such possession and usage shall be permitted in and about 

the school building and shall extend to spectator participation at sports contests and while 

students are in audience at any other school sponsored events.    

The foregoing prohibitions of any student possessing or using a cell phone or other personal 

electronic during the school day shall be extended to students participating in any school 

sponsored extra-curricular activity.   Upon finding any student in possession or using a 

prohibited device, the school employee in charge of the extra-activity shall be authorized to 

impound the device and shall report the offence to the principal.   However in certain activities, 

the school employee in charge may desire students to use their cell phones or other personal 

electronic devices as part of the activity.  On such occasions, the employee in charge will give 

explicit instructions on the intended usage and the prohibitions will not apply.  

VI. Prohibitions—Elementary School Students  

Except as may be authorized on an individual basis by the principal, elementary school 

students are not permitted to bring cell phones or any other personal electronic devices to school.  

The principal or classroom teacher shall impound any unauthorized cell phone or other personal 

electronic device found in possession of a student and the student shall be subject to discipline 

actions.  The principal may, upon request of a parent citing extenuating circumstances, authorize 

an elementary student to have and use a cell phone at school to communicate with their parents.  

If approved, the principal’s authorization shall be provided to the requesting parent in written 

form, shall specify the authorized use, how the cell phone shall be secured when not in use; and 

inform the parent that authorized use shall be under supervision of the principal or other school 

personnel; and that any possession or use by the responsible student other than that so authorized 

or any use by any other student will result in discipline of the involved student(s), the cell phone 

impounded and the principal’s authorization  rescinded.    

Elementary students who use school buses for transport to and from school may possess 

hand-held electronic games for personal use on their bus; provided such electronic games do not 

transmit to or receive any voice, visual or any other form of communications from any other 

electronic device(s); and further provided that the students, upon entering the school building, 

shall secure all such electronic games within their back packs where electronic games shall 

remain through out the school day.   Electronic games not so secured will be impounded.   
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VII. Laser Pointers—Prohibited Possession or Use  
This policy prohibits students from bringing laser pointers to school or to possess or use 

laser pointers at school or on school buses.  Principals and classroom teachers shall impound 

such unauthorized devices found in possession of a student.  And the offending student shall be 

subject to disciplinary action.  This prohibition shall not apply to laser pointers belonging to a 

classroom teacher who may choose to use a laser pointer as an instructional tool and may allow 

students to use the laser pointer as part of their learning process.   

VIII. Process for Return of Impounded Devices  

Cell phones and other personal electronic devices impounded from students under age 18 

shall be returned only to parents.  To arrange return a student’s parent must request a meeting 

with the school principal which will be attended by the parent, offending student and the 

principal.  In cases of prohibited use or repeated prohibited possession, to arrange return the 

parent must request a meeting with the superintendent.  If not satisfied with the superintendent’s 

resolution, the parent may appeal directly to the school committee for return of the impounded 

device(s).  The time and place of all such parent requested meetings shall be at the convenience 

of school officials.  Age of majority students must negotiate return of their impounded device(s). 

The schools are not responsible for cell phones or other personal electronic devises that may 

be lost or stolen at school.    

IX. Effective Date of Policy 

This policy shall become effective on the date adopted by the school committee. 

X. Dissemination 

This policy shall be disseminated to all policy book holders and appropriate excerpts shall 

be inserted in the Metcalf, Junior High School and Senior High School student handbooks. 

 

First Reading:      April 28, 2009 

Second Reading:  June 10, 2009 

Adopted:               July 21, 2009 

 


