
8516: Police Investigations on School Premises  

Albeit school children, while at school, are under the legal protection of the school district, 

the E-WG School Committee is aware that police officers may lawfully conduct investigations 

on school premises, which include interrogation of students. 

I. Proclamation  

The school committee requires that school administrators fully cooperate with police 

officers conducting investigations on school premises, whether such investigations are invited by 

school administrators or are pursuant to alleged criminal activities occurring outside of the 

school system.  The committee further requires that whenever a police investigation leads to 

interrogation of students, school administrators shall ensure that the rights afforded in state laws 

to students and their parents are preserved in accordance with this policy. 

In addition to cooperating with police investigations, school administrators shall encourage 

friendly student and parent interaction with the school recourse officer and may from time-to 

time invite other police officials to make classroom and auditorium presentations to students and 

staff regarding health and safety issues such as inappropriate use of controlled substances and 

driving under the influence of alcohol.    

II. Scope 

This policy sets forth the investigative processes that the school principal will use to confirm 

the validity of reported criminal activity on school premises, the steps that will be taken by 

school administrators prior to inviting police officers to investigate the criminal activity, and the 

administrators’ adherence to the provisions of the student interrogation law that protect the 

rights of parents and students before making any student available to police officers for 

interrogation. 

III. Definitions 

In the context of this policy the definition of terms is as follows: 

School premises—means school buildings, grounds, buses, bus stops or transfer stations, and any 

off-campus location where a school sponsored event is being held. 

Parent—means the parent(s) of a student and includes natural parent, a guardian or other person 

acting as a parent in the absence of a parent or guardian. Also included is a student’s step parent 

who resides with the student. 

Interrogation—means formal and systematic questioning by a police officer(s) of a student as a 

victim, suspect, or a person with information relating to an alleged criminal violation of a school 

committee policy, which could lead to expulsion of a student from school; or the alleged 

commission of a crime which occurred out side of the school environment.  Interrogation does 

not mean ordinary day-to-day conversation between a student and a police officer. 

Principal—means the principal or a school administrator who is designated by the principal to 

perform the functions of the principal in the absence of the principal of the school in which the 

student is enrolled.      

School administrators/ administration—means the principal, assistant principal, the principal’s 

office personal and the school staff including counselors and teachers.  

IV. School Administrators’ Response to Criminal Activity  

Whenever criminal activity is reported to have occurred on school premises, the principal 

shall initiate an investigation as authorized by policy 8511: Investigation/Searches.   If the 

investigation determines that there has been criminal activity, which may subject any involved 

student(s) to expulsion from school and/or prosecution under the state criminal codes, and if the 
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principal’s investigation identifies the student(s) who allegedly committed the criminal activity 

the principal shall notify the parent(s) of the involved student(s) and alert law enforcement 

officials. 

However, if the reported criminal activity poses an immediate threat to any person on school 

premises, the principal shall initiate the school emergency response procedures, which includes 

an immediate 911 call for police intervention, activation of the school emergency response team, 

and building evacuation or lock-down if appropriate.  

School administrators’ cooperation with police officers prior to and during an investigation 

on school premises will include, but not limited, to the following: 

 Notify the superintendent immediately when it is known that an investigation will occur. 

 Perform all the actions called out in sections V, VI, and VII of this policy.  

 Provide a private space for police to interrogate students. 

 Accompany students summoned for interrogation. 

 Assure that interrogation of students will be conducted in accordance with this school 

committee policy. 

 Prepare and maintain a report of all investigations; include the police report if available.  

V. Interrogation of Elementary Students 

The procedure for police interrogation of elementary students shall be as follows: 

(Elementary students are defined in the student interrogation law as kindergarten and grades 1—

8 students.)  

1. Prior to summoning an elementary student from the classroom for interrogation, a school 

administrator shall attempt to telephone the student’s parent to notify of the interrogation, 

obtain oral consent for the interrogation and to determine if the parent requests to be 

present when their child is interrogated.  If the parent requests to be present, the student 

shall not be summoned for interrogation until the parent is present.  

2. If the parent cannot be contacted within one hour of attempts, or the parent declines to 

attend the interrogation, the principal shall allow the student to select a school 

administrator, school counselor or teacher to accompany him or her during interrogation. 

3. If the school employee selected by the student declines to accompany the student during 

interrogation, the principal shall be in attendance. 

4. In all cases when an alleged criminal violation of school committee policy is being 

investigated by police officers, the principal shall attend the interrogation of students.   

VI. Interrogation of High School Students  

The procedure for police interrogation of high school students (i.e.: grades 9—12 students) 

shall be as follows: 

1. Prior to the interrogation of a high school student, the principal shall offer the student an 

opportunity to select from among his or her parent, another adult family member or a 

person on the student’s emergency list to be present during  the interrogation. 

2. A school administrator shall attempt to contact the person selected by the student.  If the 

person cannot be contacted or is otherwise not available within one hour, the principal 

shall offer the student an alternative selection from among a school administrator, school 

counselor or teacher. 

3. If the alternative person selected by the student declines to be present during the 

interrogation, the principal shall attend. 

4. Except as permitted in section VII of this policy, the principal shall not allow 

interrogation of a high school student under the age of 18 in the absence of a person 
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selected by the student or a member of the school administration.  In all cases when an 

alleged criminal violation of school committee policy is being investigated by police 

officers, the principal shall attend the interrogation of students.   

VII. Interrogation of Students under Exigent Circumstances 

Under the exigent circumstances enumerated below, the provisions of sections V and VI  

that  relate to notification of parents and other persons prior to police officer interrogation of a 

student or the presence at the interrogation of persons selected by the student , except school 

employees, shall not apply: 

1. The investigating police officer(s) believes that delay in obtaining the presence of the 

parent at the interrogation of a student will materially interfere with the investigation or 

impede timely apprehension of a suspect or that there is substantial risk of immediate 

personal injury or property damage.  In such circumstances, the principal shall attend the 

interrogation of an elementary student and shall require a school administrator to make 

continuous attempts to telephone the parent about the interrogation.  A high school 

student shall be given the option of having the principal present during interrogation. 

2. The investigating police officer(s) and/or a school administrator believe that the student 

to be interrogated is a suspected victim of child abuse or neglect and that the student 

could be endangered if the notification requirements of sections V and VI above were 

implemented.  In such circumstances, the principal shall allow the student to select a 

school administrator, school counselor or teacher to be present during interrogation.  If 

the person selected by the student is unavailable or declines to be present, the principal 

shall attend.  (If the investigation confirms that abuse or neglect has occurred, the 

principal shall report such to the DCYF in accordance with policy 8510: Child 

Abuse/Neglect Reporting Procedures.)    

3. The police officer is investigating an alleged criminal activity by the person who would 

normally be present during interrogation of an elementary student or the person selected 

to be present by a high school student.  In such circumstances, the principal shall allow 

an elementary student to select a school administrator, school counselor or teacher.  In 

the case of a high school student, the principal shall be present during interrogation. 

4. A probation or parole officer comes on school; premises to interview a student in the 

course of the officer’s duties.  In such cases, the responsibilities of the school 

administration will be limited to summoning the student and providing a private space 

for the interview.                

VIII. Absent Parent Notification after Police Interrogation of Student  
 Except for the parent preempted by provisions of section VII subsections 2 and 3, a parent, 

who could not be contacted prior to police interrogation of their child or who declined to be 

present, shall be informed of the interrogation.  Immediately after the interrogation, the principal, 

accompanied on the line by the school administrator who was present during the interrogation, 

shall attempt to telephone and inform the parent about the interrogation.  If telephone contact 

cannot be made, notification shall be via US Postal Service.  The parent may request to be 

informed at a meeting with the principal.  Whether the parent is informed by telephone or in 

person, a minimum of two members from school administration shall be present.   

IX. Confidentiality of Interrogations 

The principal shall protect the confidentiality of any student who is interrogated during a 

police investigation on school premises and all information resulting from the investigation.  
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School administrators or staff members who attended or have knowledge of an interrogation  of a 

student by police officers shall not disclose the names of any persons present or matters 

discussed with the student other than to the parent, other school administrators with need to 

know, the student’s attorney or a court.     

X. School Personnel Immune from Civil or Criminal Liability 

Per RIGL 16-21.5-4 (h), any school administrator or staff member shall be immune from 

any civil or criminal liability arising from his or her participation in police questioning of any 

student conducted in accordance with this policy.  

XI. Affected Policies 

Principals of the schools are required to notify police officers of any confirmed criminal 

violations of the following school committee policies: 

6250: Sexual Harassment—Employees   

6251: Prohibited Fraternization Between Employees and Students  

8506: Suspension/Expulsion, 

8509: Substance Abuse, 

8513: Bulling and Hazing, and  

8514: Sexual Harassment—Students. 

XII. Applicable RI General Laws  

This policy is written in strict compliance with RIGL Chapter 16-21.5 Student 

Interrogations, which sets forth the procedures to be used for conducting official police 

investigations involving students on school premises.  

Dissemination 

This policy shall be disseminated to all policy book holders. 

Effective Date: 

This policy shall become effective on the date adopted by the school committee. 

 

First Reading:       March 25, 2008 

Second Reading:   May 13, 2008 

Adopted:                May 27, 2008 

     

    

 

 


