
8511:  INVESTIGATIONS/SEARCHES 

 

I. Inspection of School Property 

 

 It shall be the Policy of the Exeter-West Greenwich School System to take 

positive action through education, counseling, parental involvement, medical referral, 

and police referral in the handling of incidents in schools that threaten the health, safety 

and welfare of the school community. 

 

 School properties may be inspected by school authorities in the interest of the 

maintenance of health, safety and welfare.  Lockers, though assigned to pupils, are school 

property and may be inspected with reason.  The right to inspection of students' lockers is 

inherent in the authority granted the School Committee and Administrators and should be 

exercised so as to assure parents that the school, in pursuing its in loco parentis 

relationship with their children, will employ every safeguard to protect the well being of 

those children. 

 

II. Inspection of Students and Personal Property: 

 

 The student has exclusive control over property in his/her immediate possession, 

but such possessions may not be exclusive against the school and its officials.  When a 

reasonable suspicion arises that use or possession of a student's property is illegal, illicit, 

disruptive, or a danger to the general welfare of student and staff, a search may be made 

of a student's person or personal property by the school Administration. 

 

Administrative Implemental Procedures: 

 

 1.  Only the principal shall be responsible for determining whether or not a search 

      shall be conducted of a student's person or personal property. 

 2.  When deemed appropriate, the principal should consider the proper      

      involvement of the parent/guardian. 

 3.  The student, whenever possible, shall be present during a search of property in       

his/her immediate possession. 

 4.  Except in cases of immediate danger, a second person shall be present during a 

      search of either a student or a student's personal property. 

 5.  The principal will report on a regular basis the incidences of searches of a   

      student or a student's personal property. 

 6.  The seizure or confiscation of items located in property in a student's       

      immediate possession and/or on a student's person shall be accomplished in 

the       following manner: 

  a.  Except in cases of immediate danger, the seizure shall be witnessed by  

      the student and a second person; 

  b.  The search shall be conducted as discretely and privately as possible;   

  c.  Each and every item seized must be identified and not commingled  

      with other items previously or subsequently seized; 
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  d.  A receipt shall be issued to the student or parent/guardian of the 

student        from whom the item(s) was (were) seized; 

  e.  The principal shall prepare a summary report identifying the item(s)  

      confiscated and a copy of the report sent to the Superintendent. 

 

 7.  Those items considered to be illegal, illicit, disruptive, or a general nuisance to 

       the educational process may be seized by staff.  Storage, return, or destruction 

       or such items shall be at the discretion of principal subject only to legal 

       impoundment. 
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