
8402:  Enrolling Foreign Students 

The Exeter-West Greenwich School Committee acknowledges the cultural learning 

advantages that a foreign student brings to resident students.  The year long encounter 

with a foreign student-peer fosters enduring friendships and provides E-WG students 

with understanding of the foreign student’s culture and country of origin. 

I. Proclamation 

The school committee herein directs the superintendent to manage the admission of 

foreign students to the E-WG School District schools in accordance with this policy. 

II. Scope 

This policy covers enrolling foreign students in E-WG schools.  The policy is 

compliant with federal laws, regulations and court rulings.  Processes and procedures of 

other school districts have been melded with E-WG requirements and federal 

requirements to write a policy that will provide educational services to foreign students 

within the capacity of the district.  

III. Definitions 

F-1 Student—means a foreign student admitted to the U.S. via F-1 Visa to attend one 

year of secondary education, under provisions of the Immigration and Nationality Act 

(INA), Section 625 of public Law 104-208. 

J-1 Student—means a foreign student admitted to the U.S. via J-1 Exchange Visa, to 

attend one year of secondary education, under provisions of U.S. Department of State 

regulation 22CR 62-25.     

Tuition—means up to an annual amount payable at the time of student enrollment in the 

E-WG school. The annual amount of tuition is based on the per pupil cost for the 

previous school year; computed as: the sum of the all public funds from local, state and 

federal sources expended in support of the school operating budget plus debt services and 

capital expenditures for the previous school year divided by the number of pupils 

enrolled at September 30 of the previous school year.  

IV. Rights, Privileges and Enrolment Requirements of Foreign Students  

Foreign students enrolled in E-WG schools shall be given the educational 

opportunities and extra-curricular activities available to U.S. citizen-students.  Foreign 

students shall be subject to the school district’s attendance and discipline codes.   

There are three categories of foreign students eligible to enroll in E-WG schools. 

First Category Student 

The first category is the foreign student living with his/her foreign parents or 

other relatives in the E-WG School District.  Such students shall be assigned grades K 

to 12 as appropriate for their age and previous education background.  They shall be 

enrolled as tuition-free residents whether or not they are documented. (U. S. Supreme 

Court, Plyler v Doe, 457 U.S. 202 (1982)).  The eligibility requirements for these 

students shall be none other than stated in section V of school committee policy 8401: 

Admission of Students. 

Second Category Student    
The second category is the F-1 foreign student living with his/her U.S. Citizen 

Relative in the E-WG School District.  The INA requires that the full unsubsidized tuition 

(meaning—not paid in any part from public funds) be paid for the F-1 student regardless 

of whether or not the U.S. citizen relative pays town property taxes. 



Third Category Student  

The third category is the J-1 foreign exchange student who must have a U.S. 

sponsor organization approved by the Council on Standards for International Educational 

Travel.  The sponsoring organization shall assume responsibility for the student’s health, 

safety and legal obligations.  The student must live with a host family who resides in the 

E-WG School District, which has been selected by the sponsoring organization.  The U.S. 

Department of State requires that a background check must be completed by the 

sponsoring organization for each member of the host family age 18 and older.  

The superintendent may require tuition for each J-1 exchange student attending the 

E-WG High School. The superintendent shall also require the sponsoring organization to 

name a local organization  representative who lives not more than 125 miles from the 

school district who shall act on behalf of the sponsoring organization on routine and 

emergency matters that affect the exchange student. 

V. Common privileges and responsibilities of F-1 and J-1 students 

These foreign students must agree to the following terms, as a condition of 

enrollment in the E-WG High School.  

1. Grade placement will be determined by their age, years of education completed and 

evaluation of their transcripts.  

2. They must take a minimum of four academic courses, which must include English, 

United State History or a United States Government course or equivalent. 

3. They will be permitted to engage in extra-curricular activities only in accordance with 

school committee policy 8607: Participation in Extra-Curricular Activities, 

Including Athletics; except that, their participation in athletics shall require approval 

by the high school principal and the Rhode Island Interscholastic League. 

4. They shall be ineligible to take driver education classes. 

5. Grade 12 F-1 and J-1 students shall be permitted to participate in graduation 

ceremonies, but shall not, as a condition of enrollment, request or require a diploma 

from the E-WG School District.  Accordingly, no diplomas will be awarded. 

6. They must be full time students and may not have regular full or part time jobs, but 

may accept occasional work such as yard work or baby-sitting. 

VI. F-1 and J-1 Students—Pre Enrollment Requirements 

Prior to enrolling these students, the superintendent shall require confirmation of 

their eligibility in the form of the declaratory statements or documented evidence listed 

below.  Such statements or evidence must be provided by either the F-1 student’s resident 

relative or the J-1 student’s sponsoring organization. 

7. Notification shall be required of each F-1 or J-1 student’s attendance by June 1.  No 

more than two of such students will be accepted for enrollment in a given school year.  

Enrollment shall be limited to one school year and shall begin on the first day of the 

school year of their attendance. 

8. Proof shall be provided that they are high school (grades 9-12 or equivalent) students, 

who will be at least 15 years of age on the first day of the school year, but have not 

attained age 18.5 prior to the first day of the school year.  A birth certificate or 

passport shall be required to verify their age. 

9. A written statement shall be provided indicating that they have not graduated from a 

high school in their country of origin.  Students who have been awarded a diploma or 



certificate of high school completion from their home country shall not be enrolled in 

the E-WG High School. 

10. Evidence shall be shown, to the satisfaction of the superintendent, that students are 

proficient in speaking, understanding and writing the English language.  The school 

district shall not provide any tutorial support in English or any other special services 

to these students. 

11. Proof shall be shown that they have undergone a physical examination and childhood 

immunizations in accordance with school committee policy 8701: Immunizations 

and Physical Examinations of Students. 
12. Valid transcripts of student educational records from the sending school, which 

include criteria for translating the foreign grades into an English comparison, shall be 

provided.  

13. The name of the host family that has pledged to provide the J-1 exchange student 

housing and substance during enrollment in the E-WG school shall be required. 

14. Proof shall be provided that the J-1 student has health, accident, and liability 

insurance which is valid in the United States. 

15. A written statement naming the person(s) responsible for the J-1 student in case of 

emergency shall be provided. 

VII. Compliance with Federal Laws and Regulations 

The school district is required to admit first category foreign students.  The district is 

not required to admit either second or third category students.  However if these students 

are admitted to the E-WG High School, the superintendent shall verify that their age, time 

of stay, English proficiency, and other restrictions imposed by their visas and stated 

above are met.  Additionally, the federal Illegal Immigration Reform and Responsibility 

Act, the USA Patriot Act and the Enhanced Border Security and Visa Entry Reform Act 

require that the school district provide information on F-1 and J-1 students in accordance 

with the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System, another federal agency.  To 

meet this requirement, the superintendent shall establish and maintain permanent records 

of these students’ attendance.     

VIII. Dissemination 

This policy shall be disseminated to policy book holders. 

IX. Effective Date 

This policy will become on the date of adoption. 
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