
8303: Enrollment Requirements—Kindergarten and First Grade  

Children entering school before reaching the age and maturity needed to learn and 

meld into the school structured social environment often are unable to develop the 

reading skills they need to succeed in following grades.  This early disadvantage may 

continue throughout their education process.  To address the age and maturity issue, state 

laws have been enacted that empower school districts to impose minimum age 

requirements for children entering kindergarten and minimum age and kindergarten 

attendance as prerequisites to entering first grade. 

I. Proclamation 

The Exeter-West Greenwich School Committee herein directs the superintendent to 

implement enrollment requirements for kindergarten and first grade students in 

accordance with applicable state education laws and this policy. 

II. Scope 

This policy sets forth the requirements for parents to register their child for 

admission to kindergarten and first grade.  The policy also provides for waving prior 

kindergarten attendance as a prerequisite for first grade eligibility.   

III. Definitions 

Parent—means the parent(s) of the student and includes natural parent, a guardian or 

other person acting as a parent in the absence of the natural parent or guardian.  Also 

included is a student’s step parent who resides with the student. 

Kindergarten Screening—means a test comprised of selected elements from the 

kindergarten curriculum.  Such element selection and the administration of the testing 

shall be by designees of the school principal. 

Observational Survey—means a reading assessment conducted by a certified reading 

teacher. 

Commissioner’s Waiver—means the power granted to superintendents by the 

commissioner of elementary and secondary education to waive the kindergarten 

requirements of Rhode General Law 16-2-28. 

IV. Requirements 

In addition to the requirements of this section, parents registering their child for 

kindergarten or first grade must present evidence that the child has undergone childhood 

communicable disease immunizations and physical examinations in compliance with 

school committee policy 8703: Immunizations and Physical Examinations of 

Students. 

Minimum Age—Kindergarten 

The minimum age of a child entering kindergarten shall be five years attained on or 

before September 1 of the school year.  Parents registering their child for kindergarten 

must show proof of the child’s age in the form of a birth certificate.  There will be no 

exception to this minimum age requirement.  

Age and Prerequisite Kindergarten Requirements—First Grade 

Every child entering first grade shall have attained the age of six years on or before 

September 1 of the school year, and shall have completed a state recognized or 

accredited kindergarten program.  When a child, who is transferring into the E-WG 

school district from another school, is being registered for first grade, the parents must 
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show proof of the child’s age and kindergarten completion.  Age verification shall be in 

the form of a birth certificate.  

The policy allows two exceptions to the first grade requirements: 

1. Any child transferring into E-WG who has not attained the age of six on or before 

September 1 but will do so on or before September 30 of the school year and who 

has completed a state recognized or accredited kindergarten program shall be eligible 

to attend first grade upon successful completion of Kindergarten Screening and 

participation in an Observational Survey with a certified reading teacher.  Upon 

completion, the parent and the principal will collaboratively use the results of the 

prerequisite Kindergarten Screening and Observational Survey to determine the 

student’s readiness for first grade.  

2. Parents may request that their age-qualified child (age six on or before September 1), 

who has not completed a state accredited or recognized kindergarten program, be 

exempted from this requirement.  In such cases the principal shall encourage the 

parents to register the child in kindergarten and may offer the Kindergarten Screening 

and Observational Survey to evaluate the child’s ability to succeed in first grade.  If 

the parents decline the kindergarten option, the child shall be enrolled in first grade in 

accordance with the Commissioner’s Waiver. (All waivers granted must be reported 

to the RI Department of Education.).                                                                   

V.  Parental Notification 

Listings of documentation that must be presented at registration to confirm a child’s 

eligibility for kindergarten or first grade, and the time and location of registration will be 

posted in the schools and placed in a widely circulated newspaper and on the school 

and/or the district’s web site.   

At the time of registration, the principal, or designees, shall do the following:  

 Review for adequacy the documents submitted by parents to confirm that their 

child meets the age and residence requirements for kindergarten or first grade,   

 Inform parents of the school start date, and daily time of school,  

 Notify parents of children who must take the Kindergarten Screening and 

Observational Survey of the date and time of testing, and inform parents that they 

may be present during testing, and  

 Provide parents with a medical requirement packet and receive any available 

immunization and physical examination records from parents, which will be 

reviewed later for adequacy.  

The principal, or designee, shall notify parents of children taking the Kindergarten 

Screening and Observational Survey of any change in test schedules that may occur after 

registration.  Parents will also be notified of any deficiencies in their child’s 

immunization or physical examinations records that must be corrected before the start 

of school.  Every effort shall be made to provide parents of any such post registration 

notification at least thirty days in advance of school start.  

VI. Applicable Rhode Island General Laws, as Amended     

§ 16-2-27 Eligibility for attendance – Kindergarten. – Every child who has attained or 

will have attained five (5) years of age on or before September 1 of any school year shall 
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be eligible to attend kindergarten during all the days that the kindergartens are in session 

during the school year. 

§ 16-2-28 Eligibility for attendance – First grade. – Every child who has completed or 

will have completed six (6) years of life on or before September 1 of any school year 

shall be eligible to attend first grade during all the days that the public schools are in 

session during the school year. Every child shall be eligible to attend first grade only 

upon completion of a state recognized or accredited kindergarten program.  

§ 16-2-28.1 Regulation.—The commissioner of elementary and secondary education 

shall promulgate regulations, including criteria for eligibility waiver, pertaining to 16-28-

2.        

VII. Effective Date 

This policy shall become effective upon adoption.     
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