
7803:  Controversial Issues in School Forums  

The E-WG School Committee recognizes the need for procedures in policy that 

address the discussion of controversial issues in school forums.  Such issues are 

imbedded in the committee’s adopted health and social studies curricula.  Students and 

teachers also may introduce, for discussion or debate, controversial political and social 

issues, which are prominent subjects in current print and electronic media. 

I. Proclamation 

The school committee herein directs that, whenever controversial issues are 

discussed in classrooms and other school forums, the teacher or invited presenter shall act 

only as a facilitator, shall conduct the discussion in a non-partisan and non-biased 

manner, and shall allow all student viewpoints.  The teacher or presenter may also   

express their opinion; however, they shall not attempt to limit or control the scope of 

discussion, except to steer the discussion on the course matter before the students and to 

maintain appropriate classroom decorum.   

II. Scope of Policy 

This policy sets forth the requirements and procedures for accepting and introducing 

controversial issues in classrooms and other school forums. 

III. Controversial Issues Defined 

Controversial issues shall mean any problematic issue, such as political, religious or 

contemporary social subjects, in which there can be two or more viewpoints or solutions 

and with each viewpoint or solution being strongly advocated by significant numbers of 

students or public members.  

IV. Acceptable and Unacceptable Off-Curriculum Instruction 

The school committee authorizes and encourages students, acting in concurrence 

with their teacher, to introduce off-curriculum discussions of current-media subjects 

including controversial socio-political and socio-religious issues.  However, the district is 

under no obligation nor will accept any off-curriculum subject matter proposed by public 

persons or organizations for instructional or informational use in E-WG classrooms or 

other school forums.  School principals, citing this policy, shall refuse any such 

proposals.  The party making the proposal, if not satisfied with the principal’s refusal, 

may appeal to the superintendent.       

V. Policy and Procedure 

The school committee encourages teachers to allow classroom time for student 

participation in balanced discussion or debate on controversial issues.  This sharpens 

student appreciation and understanding of varying viewpoints and promotes interest in 

the instruction. 

When such issues are imbedded in the curriculum, the subject matter and schedule 

for classroom discussion shall be disclosed to students and parents at the school-year 

beginning. Notification shall be the responsibility of the teacher in coordination with the 

principal.   

Controversial issues shall be discussed not taught.  To this end, the teacher shall be 

objective and impartial and ensure that: 

 The issue is appropriate for the age and maturity of students. 

 The issue is relevant to the curriculum. 



 Time spent on the issue does not exceed its importance to the curriculum or the 

public forum. 

 Opinions expressed by the teacher are identified as personal viewpoints, and that 

students are advised they are under no obligation to agree with the teachers’ 

opinion. 

 Every effort is made to assure a balanced discussion.  This shall include, to the 

extent practical, the introduction of pertinent study materials. 

 Teachers facilitate and assure that discussion is respectful of all viewpoints and 

student participants. 

 Students who request to be excused from classroom presence during discussion of 

the controversial issue shall be excused; provided that the prior conditions of 

school committee policy 7704: Student and Parent Challenges to Planned 

Instruction have been met.  

VI. Applicable RI General Laws and Related School Committee Policies 

General laws: 

16-2-9 General powers and duties of school committees. (a), (1) To identify the 

educational needs in the community and (2) To develop educational policies to meet the 

needs of the community. 

16-22-2 Courses in history and government 

16-22-3 Instruction in physiology 

16-22-11  Pledge of allegiance 

 16-22-17  AIDS education program 

16-22-18  Health and family life courses 

Policies: 

7704: Student and Parent Challenges to Planned Instruction 

VII. Dissemination 

This policy shall be disseminated to all school administrators and teachers. 

VIII. Effective Date 

This amended policy shall become effective September 1, 2013. 
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