
7603.1: WAIVER FOR THE STATE ASSESSMENT GRADUATION REQUIREMENT 

      The Rhode Island Diploma System includes the requirement that high-school 

students must attain partial proficiency in mathematics and reading on statewide 

eleventh (11th) grade assessments. Students who do not attain the score of partially 

proficient in mathematics and/or reading will have the opportunity to re-take the 

assessment(s) during their senior year. Students who re-take the state assessment(s) 

during the senior year may meet the graduation requirement by scoring at least partially 

proficient or by demonstrating significant growth, as defined by RIDE guidance. If after 

the second administration of the state assessment(s) the student has still not met the 

state assessment graduation requirement score, then the student will have the 

opportunity to take other approved assessments in the required content area(s) of 

mathematics and/or reading. In relatively few cases, students who do not meet the 

required level of proficiency on the state assessment or other approved assessments 

may apply for a waiver of the state assessment graduation requirements.  

     The 2011 Secondary Regulations describe the conditions under which the Local 

Education Agency (LEA) may grant waivers to the state assessment requirements for 

high school graduation, as set forth below: 
L-6-3.3. If a student is unable to demonstrate graduation readiness through the state assessment 

or a Regents-approved testing alternative, the student may apply to his or her LEA for a waiver of 

the state assessment portion of the graduation requirements. LEAs are authorized to grant 

waivers from the state assessment requirement set forth in this section only in those rare cases in 

which the state assessment is not a valid means of determining the proficiency of individual 

students. Waiver eligibility will be considered only for those students for whom: (1) there is a 

preponderance of evidence of academic content mastery consistent with 6-3.0 of these 

regulations and (2) the student has completed the sequence of testing requirements as set forth 

in this section. Regulations of the RI Board of Regents for Elementary and Secondary Education 

L-6-3.3. 

I. Policy Proclamation: 

     The Exeter-West Greenwich Regional School District is the decision making body 

authorized to grant waivers exempting Exeter-West Greenwich High School students 

from the state assessment diploma requirement. The Exeter-West Greenwich Regional 

School District is authorized to grant waivers in rare but appropriate cases, and through 

the adoption of this policy hereby establishes a local process that ensures a fair, 

efficient, and accurate review of waiver applications.  

     The superintendent is hereby directed to ensure that the Exeter-West Greenwich 

Regional School District grants waivers only in those specific conditions described in this 

policy and the attached waiver protocol (Appendix 1). It is explicitly acknowledged that 

the Rhode Island Department of Education will monitor the Exeter-West Greenwich 

Regional School District’s waiver process and the granting of waivers during the diploma 
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system review process. It is the responsibility of the Exeter-West Greenwich Regional 

School District to store all sources of evidence used to make waiver decisions and to 

make such evidence as part of student records, upon request in response to appeals, or 

as part of the diploma system review process.  

II. Scope of Policy: 

     This policy sets forth the minimum student eligibility requirements for consideration 

of a waiver of the state assessment graduation requirement. Additionally, this policy 

sets guidelines for identifying eligible alternative student evidence for waiver 

consideration, the process for evaluating this alternate evidence and issuing a waiver 

decision, and the process by which a student can appeal a waiver application decision.  

III. Implementation: 

     Waivers apply to only the state assessment component of the graduation 

requirements. A student must meet the eligibility criteria, outlined in the Waiver 

Protocol (attached as Appendix 1), in order to be considered for the waiver. At a 

minimum, the conditions by which a student can be considered for a waiver are: 

(1) Demonstration of academic content mastery, as defined below: 

(a) Reading Proficiency – Students are prepared to read materials in post-

secondary settings or in the workplace beyond high school. The student uses a 

variety of strategies to read with accuracy to understand (summarize and 

interpret) a range of literary and informational texts across content areas. The 

student identifies purpose for reading, uses literary elements, text structures, 

and/or text features to make and support assertions about texts.  

(b) Mathematics Proficiency – Students can demonstrate a conceptual 

understanding of number and operations; algebra and functions; data, statistics 

and probability; and geometry and measurement. Students can solve real-

world problems and apply a variety of strategies to determine and defend the 

reasonableness of solutions through correct, clear and concise explanations. 

Students can generalize and apply these understandings to new situations and 

problems. Students can work within and across all types of real numbers and 

number systems. Students can understand concepts of and use properties of 

various functions represented in symbolic, graphic, and tabular form. Students 

can analyze and interpret data presented in tables and graphs and can use 

statistical models to prove and defend a position. Students can prove and 

justify geometric relationships.  

(2) Completion of the sequence of state testing requirements including participation 

and demonstrated effort as described in their progress plan; and 

(3) Completion of all other state and district graduation requirements, consistent with 

school committee policy #7603: High School Graduation Requirements.  
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APPENDIX 1:  WAIVER PROTOCOL  

     Waivers are not the same as exemptions from participation in a particular 

administration of the state assessment. Exemption decisions are made at the time of 

each administration of the state assessment on the basis of established criteria. 

     Students are not eligible to begin the waiver process until they have completed, at 

minimum, the second administration of the state assessment in the required content 

area. 

1. STUDENT ELIGIBILITY 

Waivers are intended only for students for whom there is clear evidence that 

they have reached the required level of proficiency. To determine if a student is 

eligible for a waiver, there must be evidence that the student has met the 

following criteria: 

 The student has successfully completed all elements of the Exeter-West 

Greenwich Regional School District’s graduation requirements, with the 

exception of the State Assessment requirement; and  

 The student has completed the sequence of state testing requirements, including 

administration of the 11th grade assessments and if needed again in their senior 

year; and 

 The student has documented evidence of academic content mastery consistent 

with the 9-10 grade level standards, which include a minimum of two different 

types of evidence; and 

 The student has adhered to the State compulsory attendance requirements; and 

 The student has demonstrated an effort to improve their skills through active 

participation in their Progress Plan and demonstrated commitment to their 

academic success through the completion of their senior year. 

 Where appropriate, the student has a documented pattern of discrepancy between 

their demonstrated level of proficiency and their performance on standardized 

assessments. 

 

NOTE: Students who participate in the Rhode Island Alternate Assessment (RIAA) are 

not eligible to receive a high school diploma and therefore are not eligible for 

consideration of a waiver. 
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2. ELIGIBLE STUDENT EVIDENCE & EVALUATION OF EVIDENCE 

ELIGIBLE EVIDENCE* EVALUATION OF EVIDENCE 

Course performance in academic content 
aligned to 9-10 grade-level standards that 
reflect the reading and/or mathematics 
proficiency descriptions as measured by: 

 Course work, course assessments, and 
course grades 

 Performance assessments/tasks in math 

and/or reading 

 Virtual Learning Math Modules 

 Relevant activities/materials included in 

the Progress Plan 

Qualifying classes are as follows 
   Mathematics: Algebra 1 Linear, Algebra 1 
                             Quad and Geometry 
   ELA: English 9 and English 10 
 

 Summative grade of 75% or higher for 
class 

 Evidence of coursework, homework and 

class participation  

 

Portfolio work aligned to 9-10 grade-level 
standards in required areas 

Successful completion of benchmark tasks in 
qualifying classes (above) 

Outcome data collected from alternate 
approved assessments as determined by RIDE 

Review of assessment data 

A language proficiency adjustment (LPA) score 
for eligible ELL students 

 

Acceptance into a 2 or 4-year accredited, 
selective-admission college (This is a pre-
approved RIDE waiver) 

 

Acceptance into AmeriCorps or City Year (This 
is a pre-approved RIDE waiver) 

 

Performance in alternative ramp-up programs 
at the school level (as outlined in Progress 
Plan) 

 Attendance and participation reports 
 Evidence of work completed in program 

 Summative course grade 

 Evidence of demonstrated growth in 

targeted areas for remediation 

Non-school sources of evidence  Dual enrollment courses in the tested 
content area 

 Earned technical credentials or licensure 

in the tested content area 

 Extended learning opportunities in the 

tested content area 

*Evidence can include activities or products that were accomplished with 

appropriate accommodations but not those activities that were accomplished with 

modifications that alter the content of the 9-10 grade-level standards. 

Note: No one piece or type of evidence is sufficient to demonstrate that a student 

meets the proficiency requirement in the waiver determination. 
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3. APPLICATION REVIEW SYSTEM 

All students who have not attained the required score after the last State Assessment is 

taken in their senior year will be entered into the Waiver Application System. 

Upon receipt of the score from the third administration of the State Assessment, the 

student shall meet with the student’s progress planning team to review current status and 

discuss the student’s eligibility for pursuing the waiver option (Appendix 2). The progress 

planning team shall include at a minimum the student, parent(s), high school administrator, 

guidance counselor, ELA and/or mathematics department chair, special education director and 

case manager (as applicable). If the waiver option is deemed appropriate, the student will work 

with his/her guidance counselor to identify and collect required evidence to be submitted with 

the waiver application.  

Once all required evidence is collected, the waiver application will be submitted to the 

District Waiver Review Team for consideration. The District Waiver Review Team shall consist of 

the following individuals, minimally: 

 High School Administrator 

 School Counselor 

 Special Educator and/or Special Education Director 

 Curriculum Director 

 ESL Educator  

 Content Area Specialist 

              The District Waiver Review Team shall consider all submitted evidence and take 

one of the following actions: 

 Request further evidence be submitted by the school and/or student to 

complete application; 

 Recommend the rejection of the waiver application; or 

 Recommend the approval of the waiver application. 

              All recommendations of the District Waiver Review Team shall be forwarded to 

the superintendent for final approval and signature. 

4. EVIDENCE COLLECTION/RETENTION 

The High School Guidance Office shall maintain evidence used to apply for a state 

assessment waiver in a secure record management area for a period of one year from the time 

of the decision of the Superintendent of Schools. The Summary Form (Appendix 3) shall be 

retained by the School Department for a period of five (5) years from the date of the decision of 

the Superintendent of Schools. 

5. APPEALS 

Students and families retain the right to appeal the overall waiver application decision 

to the School Committee. All hearings on student matters will be held in executive session in 

accordance with R.I.G.L. § 42-46-5(a) (8). A request for a hearing must be received by the Office 

of the Superintendent of Schools within ten (10) calendar days from the date of the final waiver 

decision. 
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Students and families may appeal the decision of the School Committee further to 

the Rhode Island Department of Education pursuant to R.I.G.L. § §16-39-2 & 16-39-3. 

IV. Dissemination: 

     This policy shall be disseminated to all policy book holders. 

V. Effective Date:  

     This policy shall become effective upon adoption by the school committee. 

 

First Reading:   February 11, 2014 

Second Reading: February 25, 2014 

Adopted:  February 25, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 


