
7602: Concurrent, Dual and Early Enrollment 

 

The Exeter-West Greenwich School Committee believes that the high school administration 

should offer a range of opportunities designed to assist students in meeting or supplementing our 

high school graduation requirements. To that end, the school committee also believes that, under 

controlled circumstances, students should be allowed to access courses offered in or approved by 

other higher learning institutions to enhance their educational experience, provide an early 

college experience or to supplement deficiencies in their required graduation credits. This policy 

fulfills the requirements of R.I.G.L. 16-100-3(a) and 16-100-4. 

Policy Proclamation  

The school committee proclaims that pathways shall be open to E-WG high school students 

who request early access to college courses, or to seek alternative education programs to assure 

their graduation eligibility.  And herein, the school committee directs the superintendent and 

high school principal to implement concurrent and dual enrollment programs in accordance with 

this revised policy. 

Scope of Current Enrollment Programs 

Dual enrollment may be approved to students under special circumstances.  One program 

permits students, with academic ability to master more challenging educational experiences than 

they believe are offered at E-WG, to request enrollment in and substitute college courses for their 

required E-WG graduation courses.  A second program permits students, who in their senior year 

have credit deficiencies that put their graduation at risk, to seek alternative educational 

opportunities that will satisfy their deficient graduation requirements.  

Concurrent enrollment may be approved to students who meet prerequisite course 

requirements, including minimum grading standards, as outlined in the high school Program of 

Studies. Students may also access these course offerings through the approved E-WG waiver to 

enroll process as outlined in the high school Program of Studies. 

Definitions 

As used in this policy,  

Concurrent enrollment shall mean that the student is enrolled in a college-approved course for 

college credit that is offered at the secondary school and taught by a secondary school teacher 

who may be approved by the postsecondary institution(s). Courses in which the potential is 

available to earn postsecondary credit, such as Advanced Placement and Early-Enrollment 

Programs, are included.    

Dual enrollment shall mean that the student is enrolled in a secondary school while 

simultaneously enrolled part-time or full-time as a non-matriculating student at a postsecondary 

institution, such as a community college, college, or university. 

 

Early college enrollment shall mean a senior who is accepted and enrolls as a postsecondary full-

time student. Students accepted by the Community College of Rhode Island in the Running Start 

Program as well as those accepted by Johnson and Wales Early Enrollment Program meet the 

criteria for early college enrollment. (Note that both of these programs are defined more 

thoroughly in the high school Program of Studies under the Special Programs section). 

 



Graduation shall mean receiving a certificate of graduation, a diploma, awarded either from the 

principal’s office or on the graduation ceremony platform.   

 

Parents shall mean parents or guardians. 

 

Conditions and Student Responsibilities 

All students participating in dual enrollment programs are required to meet the following 

conditions:  

 Be subject to approval by the committee on graduation, 

 Take a full course load, as required for enrollment at E-WG, 

 Be subject to all graduation requirements set forth in policy 7603: Graduation Requirements, 

and 

 Complete required dual enrollment courses with passing grades to receive graduation credits. 

 

Students enrolled in college courses to substitute for a graduation requirement must also: 

 Select relevant courses that equal or exceed the academic value of the E-WG courses to be 

substituted, and  

 Request the principal’s approval to receive graduation credits for successful completion of 

the selected college courses. 

The guidance counselor may apprise students, who in their senior year are failing course(s) 

required for graduation, of dual enrollment opportunities at an alternative learning institution, 

which offers course(s) relevant to the course(s) that the student is failing.  Such course(s) may be 

taken on-site or through correspondence.  The objective of the alternative learning program shall 

be only to salvage the student’s graduation. 

If a student requests an alternative learning program, the principal shall evaluate the 

student’s academic standing and genuine desire to work toward graduation. From this evaluation, 

the principal will determine the student’s eligibility for an alternative education program.  If 

eligibility is affirmed, the principal (or designee) and the student's guidance counselor will work 

out an alternative learning plan with the student and his or her parents.  The plan shall clearly 

indicate to the student and parents that to qualify for graduation credit(s) the student alone shall 

be responsible for successfully completing the alternative learning plan on plan schedule, and to 

promptly report to the principal (or designee) all course grades or other course markings received 

from the alternative learning institution. 

 

Committee on Graduation 

The principal will call the ad-hoc committee on graduation to meet when there is a request 

for dual enrollment to substitute for a graduation requirement.  The committee will include a 

guidance counselor, the department head from the academic discipline relevant to the dual 

enrollment request and other appropriate staff as requested by the principal. The function of the 

committee on graduation shall be to review and approve or disapprove college courses and/or 

alternative education programs with respect to relevancy to the E-WG courses being replaced, 

and whether the requested dual enrollment courses will sufficiently maintain the quality of the E-

WG certificate of graduation. 

 

 



Grading, Course Credit and Accommodations 

      Grading for concurrent enrollment courses will be in accord with school and/or district 

grading policies. Grading for dual enrollment and early college enrollment courses will be in 

accord with that of the postsecondary institution. A record of courses and grades will be included 

with the student transcript. All earned credits, if approved in advance consistent with the 

provisions of this policy, will count toward an Exeter-West Greenwich Regional High School 

diploma. Courses will be weighted in accord with guidance provided in the high school Program 

of Studies. 

 

     The District will not be responsible for providing any accommodations that would otherwise 

be required to be provided by the postsecondary institution. 

 

     A student who has otherwise completed his or her high school graduation requirements may 

not continue to enroll as a student in the District by participating in programs detailed in this 

policy. 

 

Financial Responsibility 

     Unless specifically provided for in the Exeter-West Greenwich Regional School District 

budget, all costs associated with early college, dual and concurrent enrollment courses are the 

responsibility of students and their families. The availability of funding from the State of Rhode 

Island may or may not be available to defray these costs. The District will ensure the 

participation of students receiving a free or reduced lunch by providing assistance in identifying 

funding sources. The District will not provide transportation to or from postsecondary 

institutions. 

 

Dissemination 

This policy shall be disseminated to the high school principal and guidance offices and the 

academic department heads. 

Effective Date 

This policy shall become effective on the date adopted by the school committee. 

 

First Reading:      August 3, 2005 

Second Reading:  August 23, 2005 

Adopted:                September 13, 2005 

Amended:              June 10, 2015 


